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Chief introduces new 
hire to Town Council

Vinton Police Chief Fabri-
cio Drumond introduced the 
department’s newest police of-
fi cer to Vinton Town Council 
at its meeting on March 2. Of-
fi cer Robert Rowell was born 
in Nashville and moved to 
Vinton in 1989. He attended 
W.E. Cundiff  Elementary and 
then graduated from William 
Byrd High School in 1999. 
At WBHS, his school-related 

activities were track and cheer-
leading.

Soon after high school, Row-
ell joined the United States 
Navy and served on the USS 
Hayler as a damage controlman 
and fi refi ghter and as a search 
and rescue swimmer. He was 
honorably discharged in 2004 
and returned home. He is mar-
ried and has three children. In 
his spare time, he enjoys wood-
working, helping his parents 

Roanoke County to expand 
in-person classes, again

Roanoke County Public 
Schools (RCPS) is in a position, 
based on the data, to expand the 
Return to School Plan for school 
year 2020-2021 once again, al-
lowing more students access to 
face-to-face instruction. Th at’s 
the conclusion of the school 
administration and the School 
Board based on information 
presented at a work session on 
March 2.

Fifth graders will return to 
four days of in-person instruc-
tion beginning on Monday, 
March 15. Students in grades 
6-12 will return to four days of 
in-person instruction on Mon-
day, March 22. A four-day plan 
was chosen over fi ve days so 
teachers will have dedicated time 
on Wednesdays to work with 
their all-virtual students. 

Students in grades K-4 will 
continue to attend in person fi ve 
days each week. Schools are cre-
ating plans to maximize social 
distancing with three feet, rather 
than six feet, being the mini-
mum allowable distance.

Th e 100 percent online op-
tion remains available for all 
grade levels. Current hybrid 
learners may switch to 100 per-

cent online but need to notify 
the school division by March 
15. Students who have been 100 
percent online may be able to 
return to in-person learning—if 
space allows—but need to make 
their requests by March 15.

In July 2020, the School 
Board members adopted an “ex-
pandable plan for re-opening 
schools.” Th ey rejected using 
off -site spaces for schooling, do-
ing half-day schedules, having all 
students attend without six feet 
of social distancing, or having all 
students do 100 percent instruc-
tion. 

In developing the initial plan, 
RCPS took into account several 
factors including the safety and 
security of staff  and students; the 
fact that in-person instruction 
is most eff ective; that skill de-
velopment is crucial in primary 
grades; that social/emotional 
learning is signifi cant; that child-
care was a concern for families; 
that the school system needed 
to rely on public health experts; 
that the needs of vulnerable 
students needed to be met; and 
that six feet social distancing was 
considered the most important 
measure and constraint.

Th e board, after much discus-
sion and some dissension, ad-
opted a plan in which students 

in grades K-2 attended in-person 
fi ve days per week while students 
in grades 3-12 attended in-per-
son two days per week with three 
days of remote learning under a 
hybrid plan. 

All students had the option 
to choose 100 percent online 
learning. School schedules were 
adjusted to dismiss one hour 
earlier than usual. Six-foot social 
distancing was required to the 
extent possible. Face coverings 
were required in most settings. 
Daily temperature checks were 
instituted.

In October, the plan expand-
ed for the fi rst time, allowing 
third graders to attend in-person 
fi ve days per week, while Special 
Education and EL students in 
grades 4 and 5 began attending 
in person four days each week. 
In-person Hybrid Help Days 
were added for grades 6-12 on 
Wednesdays. 

In January 2021, fourth grad-
ers began attending in-person 
fi ve days per week. Special Edu-
cation, EL, and failing students 
in grades 5-12 attended four 
days in-person, while mitigation 
strategies continued.

Th e decision to expand for the 
third time was based on revised 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE VINTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
Vinton’s newest police officer, Officer Robert Rowell (center), 
was introduced at the Vinton Town Council meeting on March 
2 by Vinton Police Chief Fabricio Drumond (right). They are 
shown with Lt. Glenn Austin.

See New Hire, page 4
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PHOTO BY BETTY JO BARGER
Matt de Simone is the new editor of The Vinton Messenger and The Fincastle Herald.

Meet your new editor—Matt de Simone
As of February 3, it 

is my pleasure to serve 
as editor of Th e Vinton 
Messenger and Th e Fin-
castle Herald, taking over 
for Daniel Tyson, who 
was editor since Septem-
ber of 2020.

I was born and raised 
in Roanoke County, grad-
uated from Northside 
High School, and, years 
later, earned my M.F.A. 
in Journalism from Full 
Sail University in Winter 
Park, Fla. 

My Master’s program 
taught me about the 
print media industry and 

the new media often used 
these days via social me-
dia platforms.

A little about me:  My 
father’s love for sports in-
fl uenced me to have the 
same passion. I’m also 
a big music fan. Phish, 
Weezer, and Deftones 
are three of my favorite 
bands. I enjoy going to 
live shows held outdoors 
(preferably in warm 
weather). 

I’ve collected/read 
comic books since I was a 
little boy. Some of my fa-
vorite characters include 
Superman, the X-Men, 
and Invincible. My time 
in the Orlando area al-
lowed me to discover the 

Matt de Simone
mdesimone@ourvalley.org

BCAT/WBHS students win regional Scholastic Art Awards
Th ree Roanoke County 

students who attend Wil-
liam Byrd High School and 
the Burton Center for Arts 
and Technology received 
awards in the February re-

gional Scholastic Art Awards 
hosted by the Fine Arts Cen-
ter of the New River Valley. 
Th ey are Urunna Anyanwu, 
Nick Boksa, and Andrea 
Gonzalez. Natalie Strum is 

magic of Disney World—
a place I never visited 
until I moved to Florida 
back in 2014.

When I returned to 
Virginia in 2018, I met 
then-Fincastle Herald 
and Vinton Messenger 
Editor Aila Boyd in a 
chance encounter. Short-
ly after that, I began 
working at Th e Herald 
as a contributing writer. 
One year later, I became 
the newspaper’s layout 
artist. Now, I have the 
honor of taking over as 
the editor of both the 
Fincastle and Vinton 
newspapers.

Th e Vinton Messen-
ger provides Vinton and 
Roanoke County with 
local news and features 
highlighting the commu-
nity’s growth and longev-
ity. I want to continue 
that tradition and look 
forward to learning more 
about the area, its lead-
ers, and its progress. I am 
looking forward to pro-
viding Vinton with news 
and updates about this 
wonderful community.

See Classes, page 5

Urunna Anyanwu, a student at BCAT and William Byrd, 
won a regional Scholastic Art Gold Key Award for 
“Pieces of Me.” She won a total of three Gold Key, 
one Silver Key, and three Honorable Mention awards 
in the annual event held at the Fine Arts Center of the 
New River Valley.

Andrea Gonzalez from BCAT and WBHS won an 
Honorable Mention at the regional Scholastic Art 
Awards for her “Ego Timorem Sum.” She won one Gold 
Key, two Silver Keys, and three Honorable Mentions.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
BCAT and WBHS student Nick Boksa won an Honorable 
Mention at the regional Scholastic Art Awards for his 
“Monochromatic Architecture.”

their art instructor.
Th e Scholastic Arts 

Awards program, sponsored 
by the Alliance for Young 
Artists & Writers, is the na-
tion’s longest running and 
most prestigious recogni-
tion program for young 

adults in the arts.  BCAT 
art students in the Center 
for Visual Arts (CVA) and 
Graphics Communication 
classes collected an impres-
sive 13 Gold Keys, 18 Silver 
Keys, and 26 Honorable 
Mentions.

Anyanwu, a senior, won 
three Gold Keys, one Silver 
Key, and three Honorable 

Mentions. Her Gold Key 

See Art Awards, page 2

Limit One Per Customer
Expiration Date: MARCH 31, 2021

Haley Has It For Less...
                For Vinton!

1530 Courtland Road NE,

$100 Off Your Best Deal!

Haley Toyota



Page 2 • Thursday, March 4, 2021 • The Vinton Messenger www.ourvalley.org

CLUES ACROSS
 1. One of Noah’s sons
 5. Openings
11. Rising from the dead
14. Expressions for humor-
ous effect
15. North American country
18. Flowed over
19. Tags
21. Long-lasting light bulb
23. Off-Broadway theater 
award
24. Khoikhoi peoples
28. Beloved movie pig
29. South Dakota
30. Tai language
32. Get free of
33. Affl ict
35. Transmits genetic 
information from DNA
36. Commercials

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

39. Digits
41. Expression of sympathy
42. Bleats
44. Swiss Nobel Peace Prize 
winner
46. Vegetable
47. Turf
49. Disorganized in character
52. Takes
56. Rules over
58. More fervid
60. Sweet drink
62. Cry loudly
63. A friendly nation
CLUES DOWN
 1. A title of respect in India
 2. His and __
 3. Employee stock owner-
ship plan
 4. A type of bond (abbr.)
 5. Acting as if you are

 6. Affi rmative
 7. Not caps
 8. Type of medication
 9. Monetary unit
10. Private school in New York
12. Small stream
13. A person of wealth
16. Exclude
17. Someone who vouches 
for you
20. Vegetable part
22. Gov’t lawyer
25. Term to address a woman
26. Swiss river
27. About senator
29. __ Paulo, city
31. Native American tribe
34. “Titanic” actor
36. Campaign for students’ 
rights (abbr.)
37. Capital of Senegal

38. Slang for military 
leader
40. Football’s big game
43. Women who threw 
themselves on funeral 
pyres
45. Equally
48. Forest animal
50. Heavy stoves
51. Releasing hormone 
(abbr.)
53. Song
54. Type of pickle
55. Offer in return for 
money
57. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
58. Burns wood (abbr.)
59. Beloved singer 
Charles
61. Three-toed sloth

WBHS Terrier Spotlight of the Week 

Each week the administra-
tive team at William Byrd High 
School recognizes faculty and 
staff  members for their won-
derful contributions to the stu-
dents and community.

Th e fi rst Terrier Spotlight of 
the Week announced on Febru-
ary 26 is Social Studies Depart-
ment chair, Caitlin Lilley. Lilley 
is one dynamite AP US History 
teacher. One could argue that 
few classes are as important as 
U.S. History, but like any other 
course, its signifi cance and in-
fl uence comes down to what 
the teacher makes of it. 

Lilley tackles this all-impor-
tant course with passion, ob-
jectivity, and a commitment to 
diversity and inclusion. We’d 
like to also recognize her along 
with the diversity committee 

for their hard work and eff orts 
in creating engaging activities 
and resources for this year’s 
Black History Month. 

Outside of being a phe-
nomenal history teacher, Lil-
ley coaches the academic team 
and enjoys reading and playing 
the piano #cultured #classy. 
Th anks again, Ms. Lilley, for 
being a great teacher and men-
tor for our students.

Next up is everyone’s favor-
ite Deutschlehrer, Dr. Barbara 
Hassell, the German teacher 
at William Byrd. A veteran 
teacher of 26 years, Hassell is a 
consummate professional who 
deeply cares for her students. 
She has also had to juggle many 
responsibilities throughout this 
already challenging school year. 
Hassell teaches at both Glenvar 

and William Byrd High, and 
she has even assisted in the 
front offi  ce when we’ve been 
short-staff ed. Hassell is willing 
to do whatever she can to help 
support her students and col-
leagues. Outside of education, 
she enjoys cooking, travelling, 
and spending time with her 
three sons and nine grandchil-
dren. Th anks again, Dr. Has-
sell ,for always going that extra 
mile for our students!

Next is everyone’s favorite 
bookkeeper, Leigh Anne Con-
ner. Conner has been the fi nan-
cial guru at WBHS for the past 
20 years. Th e challenges of this 
school year have required her 
to perform many tasks beyond 
keeping the books. Th e pan-
demic has caused staff  short-
ages across the country, and 

our staff  and front offi  ce has 
not been immune to this. As a 
result, Conner has had to step 
in and perform a variety of dif-
ferent duties in the front offi  ce. 

Her reliability and versatil-
ity this year have been a huge 
asset. Outside of school, she 
enjoys making crafts, spending 
time with her family, or loung-
ing around the pool on a hot 
summer day. She has also re-
cently become a grandmother! 
Samuel or “Sammy” Th omas 
Brown was born on Febru-
ary 5. Conner and her family 
couldn’t be happier with their 
new little bundle of joy. Mrs. 
Conner, thank you again for all 
that you have done to support 
William Byrd this school year!

Finally, comes our last spot-
light of the week, Billy Mc-

Bride. This is a bittersweet 
spotlight, in that it’s Mc-
Bride’s last day here at Wil-
liam Byrd. After 25 years of 
working with Roanoke Coun-
ty Public Schools, he has de-
cided to retire. While we’re 
all happy for Billy and want 
to celebrate his retirement, 
his hard work, kindness, 
and generosity will be sorely 
missed. Our safety and suc-
cess at this school year would 
not be possible without him 
and our dedicated mainte-
nance staff. To Mr. McBride, 
one last time, we would like 
to sincerely say thank you! 
We wish you a happy and 
peaceful retirement.

By the Administrative Team 
at William Byrd High School

Caitlin Lilly Dr. Barbara Hassell Leigh Anne Conner

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Billy McBride (on right) with Principal 
Tammy Newcomb

Caitlin DeMarco Jennifer Whitcomb

Vinton Library welcomes new staff 
Th e Vinton Library has 

welcomed two new staff  
members: Senior Library 
Assistant Caitlin DeMarco 
and Senior Library Assis-
tant-Youth Services Jennifer 
Whitcomb.

While DeMarco was 
born in Pennsylvania, she 
grew up in the Glenvar area 
of Roanoke County. She 
holds a double undergradu-
ate degree in Classical Civili-
zation and European Studies 
from the College of William 
and Mary and earned her 
Master’s of Library Science 
degree from the University 
of Maryland.

Her duties will in-
clude working closely with 
Branch Manager Kimberly 
Burnette-Dean to “help 
keep the library running 
smoothly, as well as helping 
to develop programs for our 
adult patrons. We have a 
great staff  of people who all 
work together well, and I’m 
excited to be a part of that.

“I actually started work-
ing as a library page at the 
Glenvar branch library 
when I was a high school 

student at Glenvar High,” 
said DeMarco. “Working 
there, helping the patrons 
and learning from the librar-
ians how everything worked 
– that was what infl uenced 
me to pursue a career in li-
braries, as did my work at 
the library and archives of 
the History Museum of 
Western Virginia when I was 
home for the summer from 
college.

“After I got my MLS, I 
worked as an archivist at 
the U.S. National Arbore-
tum in Washington, D.C.; 
at the archives of the World 
Bank; and then as a library 
assistant at the University of 
Mary Washington in Fred-
ericksburg,” DeMarco said. 
“When I saw the position 
available at Vinton, however, 
I jumped at the opportunity 
to come home – to Roanoke 
and to the Roanoke County 
Public Library system.

“As a history fan, it has 
been fascinating to delve 
into Vinton history and I’m 
hoping to work on programs 
to highlight Vinton and its 
part of Roanoke County,” 
she commented. “I know 
my parents are thrilled to 
have me living in Roanoke 

again, though Covid has 
put a damper on actually be-
ing able to meet up. I look 
forward to us all being fully 
vaccinated!”   

Outside of work, De-
Marco says, “It’s cliché, but 
I love reading – fi ction, 
non-fi ction, pretty much 
anything. I dabble in fi ction 
writing and crochet. I’m also 
a big fan of walking, par-
ticularly in nature, so I look 
forward to rediscovering the 
trails around Roanoke!”

Jennifer Whitcomb grew 
up in “the beautiful town of 
Northampton, Mass.” She 
will be overseeing the Chil-
dren’s and Young Adult de-
partments.

Her duties will include 
presenting story times and 
programs, managing the 
children’s and Young Adult 
collections, staffi  ng the chil-
dren and YA service desk, 
and contributing virtual 
content for RCPL’s social 
media accounts.

“We have lots of won-
derful take-and-create kits 
and virtual programs that 
children in Vinton can take 
part in while we are waiting 
for in-person programming 
to return,” Whitcomb notes. 

“For March, the Children’s 
Department is off ering lots 
of fun virtual program-
ming including take-home 
Wonder Packs, Storytime 
@ Home, Mo in March 
(which focuses on all-things 
Mo Willem), Spring Into 
Fiction Book Club, Spring 
PreK Dance Party, and 
more. Patrons can check the 
Program Schedule on the 
Roanoke County Public Li-
brary website or call the Vin-
ton library for more details.”

Whitcomb is currently 
completing her Master’s in 
Library and Information 
Science (MLIS) degree at 
Valdosta State University. 
She expects to graduate in 
August 2021. She received 
her BA in Art History from 
the University of Massachu-
setts in 2007.

“Before coming to the 
Vinton Library in February 
of 2021, I had worked at the 
South County Library for 

six years,” said Whitcomb. 
“Most of that time was spent 
exclusively in the Children’s 
Department, where I staff ed 
a high-volume service desk, 
supported the Children’s Li-
brarian, and presented story 
times and other various pro-
grams.” 

Whitcomb and her fam-
ily have lived in Vinton 
for seven years and “it has 
always been an interest of 
mine to work at the Vin-
ton Library. I look for-
ward to getting to know 
our Vinton patrons and 
getting involved in com-
munity outreach in the 
future.”

Whitcomb has 11-year-
old twins (a boy and a girl) 
who are fi fth graders at 
Herman L. Horn Elemen-
tary School.

“Early literacy became 
a passion of mine after 
becoming a mother and 
dedicating myself to fos-

tering a continuing love 
of reading with my own 
children,” Whitcomb says. 
“Working with the library, 
and specifi cally with chil-
dren, felt like a natural 
progression.”

Her hobbies include 
handloom weaving, mac-
ramé, gardening, hiking 
with her family and their 
dog, reading middle grade 
and YA fi ction, and visit-
ing local craft breweries. 

Th e Vinton Library 
is now open by reserva-
tion for county residents, 
Monday through Satur-
day from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
with visitors not to ex-
ceed 25 percent normal 
occupancy. Patrons may 
make reservations for one 
hour time slots via https://
www.roanokecountyva.
gov/2421/Vinton-Library 
or by calling the library at 
857-5043. Curbside ser-
vice is also available.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org
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Art Awards from page 1

works included “Hair Woes,” “Pieces of 
Me,” and “Cornucopia.” Anyanwu’s Silver 
Key piece was entitled “Severed Sisters.” 
Her Honorable Mentions were for “My Ni-
geria is Dying,” “Hide Behind Flopsy,” and 
“Seriously.”

Boksa, a senior, won an Honorable Men-
tion for “monochromatic architecture.”

Gonzalez, also a senior, won one Gold 
Key, two Silver Keys, and three Honor-
able Mentions. Her Gold Key piece was 
named “Queen Elizardbeth.” Th e Silver 
Key awards were for “Color and Texture” 
and “Home Inside a Home Inside a Pan-
demic.” Her Honorable Mentions were for 
“Ego Timorem Sum,” “Knit Knit Purl,” and 
“Titipupu Cantando.”

All the Gold Key winners will compete 
at the national level in March.

Other Roanoke County students rec-
ognized include Gold Key winners: Malia 
Hawthorne, Taylor Kirk, Allison Matthews, 
Hannah Stacy, Maggie Walsh, Emma 
Shaver, and Elliot Danz. Silver Key recog-
nitions went to Allison Matthews, Michael 
Reid, Hannah Stacy, Nathan Tryal, Maggie 
Walsh, Emma Shaver, Gabrielle Spencer, 
Katie Grant, Evan Rogers, and Avery Tung. 
Honorable Mentions were awarded to 
Taylor Kirk, Julia Langheim, Allison Mat-

thews, Michael Reid, Hannah Stacy, Mag-
gie Walsh, Emma Shaver, Ashley Ditmore, 
Jayden Milne, Caroline Moore, Noah 
Moretz, and Regan Pyle.

In presenting the awards for the South-
west Virginia Region, the Fine Arts Center 
emphasized they were proud once again to 
be the offi  cial affi  liate for the Scholastic Art 
Awards in the region.

“We are all aware of the challenges ed-
ucators, students and their families have 
faced this past year just trying to continue 
some semblance of schooling. Despite these 
diffi  culties, students across the region over-
came these challenges and again submitted 
a tremendous body of work across a vari-
ety of media. Th is is a testament to those 
students, their teachers, and their families 
who, despite adversity, continued to create 
and explore their talents. Every child who 
continues to make art, and every teacher 
who guides them, and every family member 
who nurtures young artists, whether that art 
is shared with us or not, is a winner. Keep 
making art,” the news release said.

Th e Fine Arts Center of the New River 
Valley created an online gallery of the en-
tries at  facnrv.org/scholastic-2021  in lieu 
of an in-person art show during the restric-
tions of the pandemic.
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YOUR LOCAL NEWS
JUST THE WAY 

YOU LIKE IT!

Congratulations to Ben 
Belcher and Autumn Gilley, 
who were engaged on De-
cember 25, 2020.   Wedding 
date is set for September 19, 
2021. Parents are Lisa are Mike 
Gilley and Pam and David 
Belcher.  

Ryan Gilley and Logan Gil-
ley are expecting their fi rst child 
April 30, 2021.  Grandparents 
for the new baby are Mike 
and Lisa Gilley of Vinton. Her 
mother is Lorinda and Alan 

Woodall of Williamsburg. Her 
dad is Dave and Neri Wrichard 
of Roanoke. Th e couple lives in 
Wilmington, N.C.   

Make sure to check out 
the retrospective for Johnny 
Weaver and Nick Shelton. Th is 
exhibition is a retrospective of 
wood-turned sculpture span-
ning over 20+ years from art-
ists Johnny Weaver of Moneta 
and Nick Shelton of Roanoke. 
It is free, 1318 Riverland Road, 
SE, Roanoke, Friday, 6 p.m. 

Remember to wear a mask and 
use all recommended social dis-
tancing practices to keep this 
event safe for all attending.

Congrats to Ethan Tinsley 
(Byrd), who was accepted to 
Randolph Macon on a sports 

scholarship. Parents are Mitzi 
Wheeler Th ornton and Tony 
Th ornton.

Vinton resident  Chad  Rob-
ertson has been named to the 
Dean’s List at James Madison 
University for the fall 2020 
semester. Students who earn 
Dean’s List honors must carry 
at least 12 graded credit hours 
and earn a GPA of between 3.5 
and 3.899. Robertson is a man-
agement major. His parents are 
Carrie and Barry Robertson, 

both of Vinton.
Th e Vinton Chamber is now 

accepting teams for the annual 
Golf Tournament on May 20 at 
Botetourt Golf & Swim Club.

Th e Chamber also is accept-
ing vendor applications for the 
annual Grapes & Grains Fes-
tival on May 15 at the Vinton 
War Memorial. For more in-
formation on these and more 
events, contact the Chamber 
at 343-1364  or angie@vinton-
chamber.com. 

Angie
Chewning

Filling in for Bootie

Here at Roanoke Coun-
ty Public Library, we’ve 
been working hard to ex-
pand our services beyond 
the walls of the branches. 
Th is process has been in 
the making for some time, 
with our Virtual Library 
off erings and digital eBook 
and eAudiobook collec-
tions growing by leaps and 
bounds in recent years. 

Outreach services and 
multimedia checkouts 
such as early learning tab-
lets, telescopes, and Vir-
ginia State Park backpacks 
are among the other ways 
we’ve been bringing the 
library home to you in 
new and exciting ways. 
Th e pandemic forced us 
to pivot entirely in that 
direction for a while, and 
we’re proud of the virtual 
programming, takeaway 
crafts, and more that have 
resulted from this diffi  cult 
time. 

While the library itself 
is open (call us or go on-
line to make your reserva-
tion!), we’re by necessity 
limited in what we can of-
fer in the building. Never 
fear, however, as we’re still 
providing online classes 
and events for all ages, and 
we’re continuously adding 
to the take-home resources. 
Last month we highlighted 
the mood-lifting Happy 
Lights, and this month we 
want to shine a spotlight 
on something else you may 
not know we off er: WiFi 
hotspots!

Hotspots are small de-
vices that contain a set 
amount of mobile wireless 
data, ready to connect your 
phones, tablets, laptops, 
and more to the Internet. 
Th ey work using cell phone 
towers – we have both Veri-
zon and T-Mobile hotspots 
available – so as long as you 
can get a cell phone signal, 
you can access the Internet 
using these hotspots at no 
cost to you. 

Th e hotspots are avail-
able for checkout, one per 
library card, for a 28-day 
checkout period. Th ey’re a 
great way to access a strong, 
secure Internet connection 
whether you’re on the go or 
just at home. You can visit 
our catalog at rvl.info to 
place one on hold or give 
us a call if you have any 
questions (857-5043).

Here’s a sampling of 
classes coming up in March 

for adults; as always, visit 
our calendar at rocolibrary.
org for the full listing and 
to register for Zoom pro-
grams. 

• On Tuesday, March 9 
at 4 p.m., join us to learn 
about Heirloom Garden-
ing. You’ll fi nd out why it’s 
important, as well as where 
to fi nd heirloom seeds and 
varieties. 

• Do you need to put 
some practice into your 
professional communica-
tion? Join us on Tuesday, 
March 16 at 4 p.m. for 
Professional Writing 101. 
We’ll be going over the ba-
sics of formal writing and 
how to apply it to your cur-
rent or potential job. 

• We’ll be having a Cy-
ber Security Workshop on 
Wednesday, March 17 at 
2 p.m. Learn how to keep 
your devices and yourself 
safe on the internet! 

• Each Monday in 
March the most checked-
out books of 2020 will be 
competing in a winner-
take-all March Madness 
Tournament of Books! Go 
online to vote for your fa-
vorites and help us decide a 
winner.

We’re also kicking off  
a fun new program this 
month we’d like to tell 
you about. From March 
15 through May 15, we 
hope you’ll stop by the li-
brary and join our Spring 
Loyalty Rewards Program! 
You can get a punch card 
in the library, at the drive-
thru, or through curbside 
service at any RCPL loca-
tion. Bring your card each 
time you visit the library 
in that time period, and 
we’ll add a punch. You’ll 
earn a prize once you reach 
10 visits, and at 20 you’ll 
win a grand prize! Just ask 
for a card at the library 
beginning March 15 and 
start earning your rewards! 

We’re excited to see ev-
eryone back in the library, 
but we want to create a 
positive impact on your 
life even when you’re not 
here. We hope you’ll take 
advantage of our online 
classes, virtual events, 
and circulating items like 
our new WiFi hotspots! 
Whether you’re here or at 
home, at the Vinton Li-
brary we will meet you at 
your wonder.

By Vinton Library As-
sistant Bryce Chalkley

‘A Smell Good Day’
“Th is is the day that the 

Lord has made; let us re-
joice and be glad in it. Oh, 
give thanks to the Lord, for 
he is good, for his steadfast 
love endures forever (Psalm 
118:24, 29).”

“Well, at least it’s a smell 
good day.” Th ese were the 
words my 5-year-old said 
before leaving for school 
one morning last week. We 
had just closed the door 
and were walking to the 
car when he noticed how 
dark it was outside. He 
asked, “Why is it always 
so dark lately when I leave 
for school?” I think that is 
a question we have all been 
asking. Over the last two 
weeks we have had more 
cloudy days than sunny 
days in the Valley. Almost 
daily, precipitation of some 
kind has fallen; on some 
days, we have seen snow, 
sleet, rain, and freezing rain 
all in the same day. Th e last 
two weeks have been cold, 
dark, and wet. Psychologi-
cally, that can have an im-
pact on us.

According to columnist 
Beth Daley, sunshine has 
been found to boost posi-
tive moods, dampen nega-
tive moods, and diminish 
tiredness. One 2013 study 
in Minnesota found that 

restaurant goers tip better 
on sunny days. Another 
study by Uri Simonsohn 
found that university ad-
missions offi  cers weighed 
the academic credentials 
of applicants less critically 
on sunny days. Medically 
speaking, physicians be-
lieve up to 10-20 percent 
of the population suff ers 
from SAD—Seasonal Af-
fective Disorder—other-
wise known as Seasonal 
Depression. SAD can aff ect 
mood, sleep, appetite, ener-
gy levels, relationships, and 
overall self-worth. Whether 
we have a diagnosis or not, 
it is scientifi cally proven 
that exposing skin to sun-
light produces vitamin D. 
Th is promotes the brain’s 
production of serotonin, 
which is the key hormone 
that stabilizes our mood, 
feelings of well-being, and 
happiness.

Personally, I do grow 
weary of rainy days. I am 
thankful for the rain and 
understand its necessity for 
life and growth. However, 
sunshine does seem to lift 
my spirit. After a number 
of consecutively cold, gray, 
gloomy skies, I too can feel 
a bit gray and gloomy. I 
felt that way on the morn-
ing Parker asked, “Why 

From the Pulpit
is it always so dark lately 
when I leave for school?” 
In response, I tried to look 
past my gloominess and 
use his question as a con-
versational piece. I talked 
with him about the water 
cycle, cloud levels, and 
types of clouds. We looked 
up cloud types such as the 
really high and puff y Cir-
rocumulus clouds, and 
others such as the low and 
gray Stratocumulus clouds 
that tend to cover most of 
the sky. I explained that 
because the sky seemed 
to be full of Stratocumu-
lus clouds that day, the 
sun’s rays could not shine 
through. As a result, it was 
dark.

I was proud of our re-
search and thought his 
question had turned into 
a wonderful teachable mo-
ment about science. In-
stead, he used it to teach 
me something even more 
important. In response to 
my scientifi c answer about 
low-lying clouds, Parker 
took in a deep breath and 
said, “Well, at least it’s a 
smell good day.” When I 
asked him what that meant 
he said: “When the clouds 
are low you can really smell 
them, and I think clouds 
smell so good.” Th en he 
took another deep breath 
and said, “It’s going to be a 
smell good day.”

Before my conversation 
with Parker, all I could 

think about was how dark 
and gray it was outside. I 
just wanted to complain 
and commiserate with 
someone. And yet, Parker 
reminded me of the good-
ness that surrounds us 
each day. It is okay to be 
sad; it is okay to feel gray 
and gloomy. When we do, 
we should talk about that 
with someone. However, 
it is also vitally important 
that we choose to look for 
the good in each day. Th at 
is what Psalm 118 is all 
about—a reminder that 
God is the one who creates 
each day. And because God 
is good, what He creates 
is also good. Sometimes 
that goodness can be seen; 
sometimes heard; some-
times felt. And on some 
days, through the perspec-
tive and deep breath of a 
child, his goodness can be 
smelled.

Th e next time you face 
a gray, gloomy, cloudy 
day, be sure to stop, close 
your eyes, and take a deep 
breath of that cool, damp 
air. It might not change 
what you see or hear, but it 
might just change how you 
feel. For even when it is not 
a pretty day, it can still be a 
“smell good day.”

“Th is is the day the Lord 
has made, let us rejoice and 
be glad in it.”

By The Rev. 
Travis Russell

Vinton Baptist Church

Breakfast Lions initiate new member
The Vinton Breakfast 

Lions have initiated a 
new member into the 
organization. Linda 
Witmer was welcomed 
to the organization at 
its meeting on February 
24. She was sponsored 
by her sister, Sandra 
Witmer. Linda Witmer 
is retired and a resi-
dent of Richmond but 
divides her time to be 
with her sister who lives 
in Roanoke.

Upcoming for the 
Breakfast Lions Club is 
the annual Bland Music 
Scholarship Competi-
tion at Thrasher Memo-
rial Methodist Church 
on Sunday, March 7.

PHOTO BY GARY MYERS
The Vinton Breakfast Lions Club welcomed new member Linda Witmer (left) at the 
meeting on February 24. She was sponsored by her sister, Sandra Witmer.

Dogwood Festival 
issues call for vendors

Th e Vinton Dogwood 
Festival is accepting ven-
dors for the 66th annual 
festival, to be held April 
24. All types of festival 
vendors are welcome: 
handmade crafts, non-
profi t and professional 
food vendors, business, re-
tail and non-profi ts.  

On Saturday, April 24 
there will be a wide vari-

ety of activities for all ages, 
including a craft show, 
crowning of the dogwood 
queen and court, live en-
tertainment on two stages, 
children’s area, food and 
business vendors from 10 
a.m.to 4 p.m.

For more information 
or to sign up as a ven-
dor, visit www.vinton-
dogwoodfestival.org to 

download information or 
to submit an application 
on-line. 

Applications may 
be mailed, e-mailed, or 
picked up and dropped 
off  at the Vinton War 
Memorial. For addition-
al information, contact 
Chasity Barbour at 540-
983-0645 and follow the 
prompts. 

See more at 
www.vinton

messenger.com
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Mount Pleasant, Bonsack students named 
to Virginia Tech Fall 2020 Dean’s List

Th e following students 
from the Mount Pleasant 
and Bonsack areas have 
been named to the Virginia 
Tech Dean’s List for the Fall 
of 2020:

Olivia Ashworth, a Fresh-
man majoring in Human 
Development in the College 
of Liberal Arts and Human 
Sciences

Elena Boitnoitt, a Senior 
majoring in Finance in the 
Pamplin College of Business

Ethan Bowser, a Fresh-
man majoring in Music in 
the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences

Andrew Brooks, a Junior 
majoring in Accounting and 

Information Systems in the 
Pamplin College of Business

Emily Brooks, a Senior 
majoring in Political Science 
in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences

Molly Carpenter, a Senior 
majoring in Accounting and 
Information Systems in the 
Pamplin College of Business

Madeline Craig, a Junior 
majoring in Interior Design 
in the College of Architec-
ture and Urban Studies

Everett Fletchall, a Senior 
majoring in Biochemistry in 
the College of Science

Rebecca Geisler, a Sopho-
more majoring in Biological 
Sciences in the College of 

Science
Sophie Griffi  n, a Junior 

majoring in Human De-
velopment in the College 
of Liberal Arts and Human 
Sciences

Preston Hall, a Sopho-
more majoring in Account-
ing and Information Sys-
tems in the Pamplin College 
of Business

Emily Hash, a Senior 
majoring in Criminology in 
the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences

Jackson W. Moses, a 
Freshman majoring in Busi-
ness in the Pamplin College 
of Business

Madison E. Moses, a Se-

nior majoring in Biology in 
the College of Science

Adam P. North, a Senior 
majoring in Public Relations 
in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences

Seth Robertson, a Junior 
majoring in General Engi-
neering in the College of 
Engineering

Justin Seymore, a Junior 
majoring in Accounting and 
Information Systems in the 
Pamplin College of Business

Christian Smith, a Junior 
majoring in Accounting and 
Information Systems in the 
Pamplin College of Business

Abby Spotswood, a Ju-
nior majoring in Environ-

mental Resources Man-
agement in the College of 
Natural Resources and En-
vironment

Mason Stanley, a Fresh-
man majoring in Human 
Nutrition, Foods, and Exer-
cise in the College of Agri-
culture and Life Sciences

Ryan Stanley, a Senior 
majoring in Human Nutri-
tion, Foods, and Exercise in 
the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences

Aalyssa Stuckey, a Sopho-
more majoring in Sociology 
in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences

Payton Taylor, a Junior 
majoring in Criminology in 

the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences

Charles Watson, a Senior 
majoring in Accounting and 
Information Systems in the 
Pamplin College of Business

Peyton Wilmer, a Senior 
majoring in Political Science 
in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences

David Zaragoza, a Senior 
majoring in Finance in the 
Pamplin College of Business

To qualify for the Dean’s 
List, students must com-
plete at least 12 credit hours 
graded on the A-F option 
and earn a 3.4 grade point 
average (on a 4.0 scale) dur-
ing the semester.

New Hire from page 1

with farm work, and fl ying 
ultralight aircraft.

Rowell has been involved 
in the medical fi eld since the 
age of 16 and at one time 
volunteered with the Vinton 
Rescue Squad.

He pursued a career in 
law enforcement, attending 
Virginia Western Commu-
nity College, where he ac-
quired his Criminal Justice 
Degree and then completed 
his Law Enforcement Cer-
tifi cate at Cardinal Criminal 
Justice Academy. 

He worked for the Roa-
noke City Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
for four and a half years, 
where he obtained his Jailer 
Certifi cate, before coming 
to Vinton as a patrol offi  cer. 

Chief Drumond spoke 
of Rowell’s passion for law 
enforcement and his dedica-
tion to serving the commu-
nity and those in need.

Mayor Brad Grose, Vice 
Mayor Sabrina McCarty, 
and council members Lau-
rie Mullins, Keith Liles, and 
Mike Stovall welcomed him 
“to the team.”

Randy Layman, presi-
dent of the Vinton Histori-

cal Society and Vinton His-
tory Museum, presented the 
annual museum report to 
council. Despite the pan-
demic, the History Muse-
um has continued to serve 
citizens during the past year 
and serve them well in “not 
the best of circumstances.” 
He reported to council of a 
recent donation to the mu-
seum—the desk chair of the 
late Mayor Gus Nicks.

Layman thanked Town 
Council members for their 
continuing sponsorship and 
fi nancial support. He com-
mented on the eff ects of 
COVID-19 on both the op-
eration and fi nances of the 
museum. Th e museum was 
forced to close for the fi rst 
months of the pandemic 
and reopened with health 
guidelines from the CDC 
and VDH strictly enforced 
as to masks, social distanc-
ing, and sanitation.

Th e museum usually 
hosts about 1,600 guests an-
nually, but due to COVID, 
attendance was down to 
about 600 visitors in 2020. 
Th e museum was unable to 
hold its two largest fundrais-

ers in 2020—its yard sales. 
A yard sale is planned for 
late summer 2021.

Th e museum and its vol-
unteers have continued to 
be innovative, holding an 
online CHAIR-ity auction 
fundraiser with chairs from 
the old William Byrd High 
School painted by local art-
ists. Th ey have introduced 
a Little Free Library on the 
front lawn of the house mu-
seum on Jackson Avenue 
where patrons can borrow 
and donate family-friendly 
books for both children and 
adults. Th e Historical Soci-
ety has also instituted a new 
Facebook page focusing on 
the history of the town–the 
Vinton History and Memo-
ries page.

Th e museum is open 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays, and the fi rst Satur-
day of each month from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. On March 5 
and 6, the museum will be 
hosting an InVinton Com-
munity Scavenger Hunt. 

Town Manager Pete Pe-
ters briefed council on a 
proposed lease agreement 
with Cargill Animal Nu-
trition (formerly Southern 
States) for its use of eight 
vacant lots adjacent to the 
mill for the purpose of tem-
porary parking for trailers 
and an employee parking 
area. Th ree of the lots lie 
on the south side of 11th 
Street; the other fi ve lots are 
on Railroad Avenue.

Th e term of lease will 
be for one 15-month term 
and three additional one-
year renewals at a total cost 
of $800 per year–$100 per 

parcel. Th e property was 
originally acquired by the 
town through a FEMA 
fl ood mitigation project 
and thus cannot be sold 
or built upon. Th e entire 
annual lease revenue will 
be donated to the Vinton 
Needy Family Program. 
Council will take action on 
the proposal at the March 
16 meeting. Peters noted 
that Cargill and Southern 
States before them have 
been “great corporate part-
ners and neighbors.”

Vinton Finance Director 
Anne Cantrell next briefed 
council on a proposed 
amendment to an agree-
ment for Application Host-
ing and Technology Sup-
port Services between the 
town and Avenu Enterprise 
Solutions, LLC. 

Th e town entered an 
agreement with ACS En-
terprises in November 2011 
in which ACS is to provide 
remote hosting and service 
of software that was previ-
ously hosted locally by the 
town. Ownership of ACS 
changed multiple times 
since the original agree-
ment, with price increases. 

In 2018, Avenu Hold-
ings, LLC, became the cur-
rent owner. Th e proposed 
agreement will make need-
ed updates to the agreement 
and renews pricing with 
terms for 2021 of $54,520 
(up from $49,275 in 2020).

Th e town is in the pro-
cess of upgrading its ERP 
software to Tyler Munis, 
but doesn’t anticipate full 
conversion until January 
2022, so it needs to main-

tain its existing software 
agreement until the transi-
tion is complete and data is 
extracted from the original 
system for archive purposes. 
An internal budget transfer 
will cover the unplanned 
increase in costs, with ad-
ditional funding to be re-
quested during the FY22 
budget process. 

Council will take action 
on March 16.

Cantrell also briefed 
council on a resolution to 
appropriate $35,000 from 
Fund Balance to the Util-
ity Special Projects Expense 
Account for unresolved 
change orders on the Glade 
Creek Sanitary Sewer Line 
Relocation Project.

Council approved fund-
ing for the sewer line re-
location project in the 
amount of $14,450 and 
a contract for the Glade 
Creek Streambank Restora-
tion Project in the amount 
of $59,980 in April 2020 
with a total project cost not 
to exceed $89,430. Change 
orders were not to exceed 
$10,000. In the course of 
the project, the town no-
ticed exposure of the sewer 
line and decided to relocate 
it.

Unfortunately, the town 
had to change vendors re-
sulting in unplanned charg-
es. During the relocation 
of the sewer line project, 
the contractor encountered 
rock charges not accounted 
for during the original con-
tract price and has invoiced 
the town for the charges. 
Council will take action 
to rectify the situation and 

provide additional funding 
at the March 16 meeting.

Peters updated council 
on the reopening of the 
Municipal Building to cus-
tomers on March 29. It has 
been closed since January 
due to COVID.

He announced that the 
annual State of the Town 
Address will be virtual this 
year, produced and broad-
cast by RVTV and planned 
for March 25.

Peters also noted the 
painting of three crosswalks 
in the town for added safe-
ty—between Carilion Clin-
ic and the employee parking 
lot, between the Vinton Li-
brary and the Vinton His-
tory Museum, and between 
Our Daily Bread/Vinyard 
Station and Vinton Baptist 
Church.

He also informed coun-
cil that an “active slate of 
contracts” is in the works 
for the Gish Mill redevelop-
ment project.

Council appointed Kel-
lie Moore to the Board of 
Zoning Appeals as an alter-
nate to complete the unex-
pired term of Joseph Rob-
ertson who resigned. Her 
term began on March 2 and 
ends on June 30, 2022.

Ray Sandifer was ap-
pointed by council to the 
vacant citizen position on 
the Roanoke Valley Region-
al Cable TV Committee for 
a term beginning on March 
2 and ending August 31, 
2021.

Th e annual Vinton Town 
Council retreat is scheduled 
for Friday, March 5, from 1 
to 5 p.m.
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - lo-
cated at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Tra-
ditional Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 
10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.
sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In 
Roanoke, go E on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 
4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. 
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional 
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, 
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Wor-
ship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 
6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Wash-
ington Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. 
Travis Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary 
Service 8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Tra-
ditional Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  
Family Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., 
Children’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 
6:30 p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 10 a.m.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3679 Sandlewood Road, Roanoke VA 
24018, (540) 206-6160. Repent & Be Baptized… 
Acts 2:38. Come study the Bible with us! Sunday 
Bible Study 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m., www.christianchurchof-
christclearbrook.org

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is 
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 

1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James 
B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Wor-
ship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 

Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-
mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev. 
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School 
- 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children -
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Vinton Worship
Directory

Vinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
Directory

Vinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
Directory

Read Numbers 1:1 through 
2:34

In our fragmented families 
today, it is diffi cult to under-
stand the closeness of Isra-
elite families. They worked 
together, lived in the same 
area, and had tribal leaders 
who counseled them, taught 
them God’s Law, and arbi-
trated their disputes. God ap-
pointed a leader from each 
tribe to help Moses count 
the men of his tribe. God also 
told them where to arrange 
their tents so each tribe lived 
together. By living so closely 
together, they must have 
learned a great deal about 
getting along with one an-
other.

So the Israelites did every

thing the Lord commanded 
Moses; that is the way they 
encamped under their stan-
dards, and that is the way 
they set out, each of them 
with their clan and family 
(Numbers 2:34).

In today’s society, respect is 
often a missing ingredient in 
families. Often, families inten-
tionally live a distance from 
each other so they don’t have 
to spend much time together. 
Maybe we should return to 
the Israelite model and learn 
to appreciate and depend on 
one another more.

Thought for Today: The fam-
ily structure is important to 
God.

Quicklook: Numbers 2:32–34

Families Deserve Respect

Classes from page 1

CDC guidance issued on 
February 12, which stated, 
“Th e many benefi ts of in-
person schooling should be 
weighted against the risk 
of spreading COVID-19 
in the school and commu-
nity,” and school-specifi c 
factors such as mitigation 
strategies, local needs, and 
number of cases. 

Executive Director of 
Administration Dr. Rhon-
da Stegall shared data from 
the American Academy of 
Pediatrics demonstrating 
the critical importance of 
wearing masks, whether 
social distancing is one, 
three, or six feet in dis-
tance, to prevent COV-
ID-19 transmission. 

Stegall emphasized that 
COVID cases and expo-
sures have been trend-
ing downward locally. 
Th roughout the school 
year, the percentage of 
positive cases in Roanoke 
County Public Schools 
has remained very low, 
never exceeding 3 percent 
even during the height of 
winter.   Th e percentage of 
student or staff  exposures 
has not exceeded 1 per-
cent during the same time-

frame. 
“Since the fi rst day of 

school, our ultimate goal 
has been to bring all stu-
dents back for full-time 
in-person instruction and 
we have steadily been mak-
ing strides to meet that 
goal,” said School Super-
intendent Dr. Ken Nice-
ly.  “All this time, we have 
remained committed to 
following the guidance of 
public health experts.

  “Th e CDC and VDH 
have maintained that six-
foot distancing should 
be observed to the extent 
possible, but a minimum 
of three-foot physical dis-
tancing is acceptable so 
long as students and staff  
are wearing masks,” Nicely 
said.  “Now that a signifi -
cant number of our staff  
and many at-risk members 
of our community have re-
ceived vaccinations, com-
bined with the continu-
ing decline of cases in our 
community, we are adopt-
ing the more fl exible CDC 
and VDH guidelines.”

RCPS has taken these 
actions because condi-
tions are changing, school 
is a safe place to be if 

mitigation procedures 
are stringently followed, 
and vaccines have been 
a “game-changer.” RCPS 
has “met and exceeded the 
governor’s expectations to 
maximize in-person learn-
ing all year and have stayed 
open all year without any 
school closures.”

A survey of 2251 RCPS 
staff  members indicates 
that 91 percent of staff  
members who wanted to 
be vaccinated for COVID 
have received their fi rst 
dose; 72 percent have re-
ceived fi rst and second 
doses, with 89 percent on 
track to becoming fully 
vaccinated.

In a call to school su-
perintendents on March 2, 
Dr. James Lane, Virginia 
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, said, “Th e in-
tent of the CDC guidance 
is to do six-foot distances 
to the extent that you can, 
but it is OK to do less, 
if needed, to have more 
students in school. Th e 
prevailing guidance from 
VDH and VDOE is that 
using three-foot distances 
is acceptable.”

Th e school system con-

cedes that distancing of less 
than six feet may increase 
quarantine numbers.

Within the latest ex-
pansion plan, RCPS says, 
“Physical distances of six 
feet will continue to the ex-
tent possible, but students 
will be seated at three-to-
fi ve foot distances in many 
classrooms and buses. Two 
students may occupy one 
seat on buses as needed, 
with masks required. No 
classroom will have desks 
at less than three-foot dis-
tances. Mask requirements 
are essential and will be en-
forced.”

Parents will be encour-
aged to transport their stu-
dents if able. Bus seats will 
be assigned for consistency 
and to help reduce poten-
tial exposures. Selected 
windows will be open to 
allow free air circulation 
and buses will be sprayed 
between each run.

RCPS has determined 
that 16 of 16 elementary 
schools are able to main-
tain social distancing of 
three feet or more; three 
of the 16 will need to use 
their gyms for classrooms.

At the secondary level, 

11 of 11 schools are able to 
maintain social distancing 
of three feet or more. Eight 
of the 11 will utilize over-
fl ow rooms to achieve the 
three-feet distancing.

To maintain six feet of 
social distancing between 
students who need to re-
move their mask to eat, 
students’ mealtimes will be 
staggered within the class-
room, as needed.

Th e current one-hour 
early dismissal schedule 
will be maintained to al-
low teachers time to work 
with remote and struggling 
students.  It also provides 
planning time for elemen-
tary staff . 

School Board mem-
bers support the expan-
sion. David Linden noted 
that the board’s Return to 
School Plan had always 
been “expandable and re-
tractable,” although it has 
never had to retract–due 
to the eff orts of adminis-
trative staff , teachers, stu-
dents, and parents.”

Tim Greenway stated, 
“Roanoke County and 
families win today. I am 
thrilled.”

Jason Moretz comment-

Libertarians nominate Davison as 19th District House of Delegates candidate
The 19th  District Roa-

noke Valley Libertarians have 
chosen Dean Davison as the 
Libertarian candidate for the 
19th  District in the Virginia 
House of Delegates race. Dis-
trict 19 includes parts of Bed-
ford and Botetourt Counties, 
the City of Covington, and 
Alleghany County. The seat is 
currently held by Republican 
Terry Austin, who ran unop-
posed in 2019 and is seeking 
his third term.

Libertarian voters elected 
Davison at their nomination 
convention unanimously, 
with many calling him a bea-
con for principled Libertar-
ians. Davison has served as 
the District 5 chair of the 
LPVA and is currently LPVA 
State Secretary, elected in 
March 2020. Davison resides 
in Stewartsville.

Davison cited a range of 
thoughts among his reasons 
for wanting to run for public 

office.
“I am running for office for 

the people not just in my dis-
trict, but the Commonwealth, 
who are tired of endless regu-
lations and having their rights 
taken away,” said Davison. 
“In the 19th District, focus 
on the Second Amendment 
is huge. A large portion of 
the population are law abid-
ing citizens and gun own-
ers. Recently the [Bedford 
County] board of supervisors 
limited the ability of citizens 
to address them monthly, in-
stead allowing constituents 
to address the body every few 
months. That is a stomp on 
our citizens’ first amendment 
rights. So as rights are being 
stomped on, the delegate cur-
rently in office has done abso-
lutely nothing to stop this or 
address this and the constitu-
ents suffer. That should not 
be accepted.”

Brian Hiner, chair of the 

Roanoke Valley Libertarians, 
said Dean has been an active 
member of the Libertarian 
Party of Virginia, helping to 
promote individual liberties 
and freedoms throughout the 
commonwealth. With over 20 
years of service as a volunteer 
firefighter, Davison knows the 
meaning of giving back to the 
public and caring about the 
people.

“I feel, if elected, he would 
work hard for his constituents 
and the Commonwealth of 
Virginia using the same lead-
ership he has demonstrated 
here at the Roanoke Valley 
Libertarians and the fire de-
partment he volunteers for,” 
Hiner said. “Dean is abso-
lutely the right choice for the 
people.”

Davison is focused on more 
than just the Second Amend-
ment. 

“My opponent is advocat-
ing to let the Board of Educa-

tion be elected but demanding 
certain candidate qualifica-
tions like being a government 
official,” said Davison. “The 
government has to start nos-
ing out of the people’s busi-
ness. The Board of Educa-
tion should be elected, not 
appointed. Then we have HB 
1243 which takes the ability 
to raise money from charities 
like The American Legion, 
AmVets, schools, churches, 
fire, and EMS. To criminal-
ize casino nights and bingo, 
which help those less fortu-
nate, does nothing but hinder 
private charity. My opponent 
voted for HB 1243 – hurting 
those in need, including first 
responders, police, and the 
military, on ways to fund op-
erations and charity.”

Davison explained his posi-
tion further. “Being in the fire 
service, I understand help-
ing people. I have for over 20 
years. I’d like to repeal HB 

1243 and instead advocate for 
a fair tax cut, blocking regula-
tions that target farmers and 
small businesses, and reform 
election laws.”

Many in the region have 
discussed frustration with 
the growing divide between 
Republicans and Democrats. 
“You don’t have to vote for 
one of two parties. The Lib-
ertarian Party of Virginia and 
the Roanoke Valley Libertari-
ans represent all of your rights 
all of the time,” said Davison. 
“Change must start locally.”

The Libertarian Party is the 
third largest political party in 
the United States, founded in 
1971. Libertarians strongly 
oppose any government in-
terference into their personal, 
family, and business decisions. 
They believe all Americans 
should be free to live their 
lives and pursue their interests 
as they see fit, as long as they 
do no harm to another.

ed that the “community 
just needs to continue to 
be vigilant and do their 
part.”

Chairman Don Butzer 
thanked Dr. Nicely and 
his team for their “incred-
ible plan with its great 
level of detail.” He said 
that the School Board it-
self has been laser-focused 
on getting students back 
in classrooms safely. Th e 
board and the school sys-
tem are taking a calculated 
risk with the newest ex-
pansion, factoring in the 
mental health of students 
and concerns about equity. 
He expressed the board’s 
heartfelt thanks to teach-
ers who executed the plans 
that were developed.
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1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 

 License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

newshowerdeal.com/vapress | 866-854-7620

CALL TODAY

ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER

IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

Auctions

Affordable Mini 
Storage, LLC 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn 

INSURANCE 
OFFICE HIRING 

Executive Director 
Friends of Claytor 

Lake 

COME WORK WITH 
US! 

COME WORK WITH 
US AS WE OPEN 

OUR NEW 
ATHLETIC DINING 

FACILITY AND 
FEED THE HOKIES! 

US.SODEXO.COM/ 
CAREERS 

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

Director of 
Nurses/RN 

Medication 
Technician/Aide or 

LPN 

Help Wanted - 
General

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
FOR PROPOSED 
REAL PROPERTY 
TAX INCREASE 

www.facebook.com 
/vintonva.

Legals - City of 
Salem

PUBLIC HEARING  

Legals - City of 
Radford

Radford Seeks 
Proposals for 

CDBG Action Plan 
2021-2022 

Legals - City of 
Radford

melissa.skelton@radfordva.
gov.

City of Radford 
Community Development 
Block Grant 2021 Action 

Plan 
Public Input Meetings 

Melissa.Skelton@radfordva.
gov

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

www.facebook.com 
/vintonva.

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

NOTICE: 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No.CL21000021-00 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF VINTON, 

VIRGINIA 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton
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With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

TALK TO WALT

RETIREMENT PLANNING
Face it, you only get one shot at a 

successful retirement. We can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.   
Aff ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 

and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off  Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 

Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

Thinking about installing a new 
shower? American Standard 
makes it easy. FREE design con-
sultation. Enjoy your shower 
again! Call 1-866-854-7620 to-
day to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or visit  
HYPERLINK “http://www.news-
howerdeal.com/vapress” www.
newshowerdeal.com/vapress

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Adver-
tise your business statewide 
and in other states. Aff ordable 
Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners.  Call Lan-
don Clark at Virginia Press Serv-

ices 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise your 
listings regionally or statewide. 
Aff ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results! Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 

$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member.  HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva .com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and other 
fi nal expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 844-
509-1697 or visit www.Life55p-
lus.info/vapress

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS



Page 8 • Thursday, March 4, 2021 • The Vinton Messenger www.ourvalley.org

Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

They had to wait 16 months to play, but it was worth it for the 
William Byrd football team after last Saturday’s season opening 
win at Magna Vista. The Terriers scored in the final minute to take 
a thrilling 22-19 win over the host Warriors. 

“Our coaching staff was very pleased with our conditioning, 
physical play and toughness against a very good opponent,” said 
Byrd coach Brad Lutz. “With all the schedule changes and chal-
lenges, not having scrimmages really made it very difficult to 
prepare for the first game. We filmed most of our practices, so we 
could evaluate our progress since the scrimmages wouldn’t give us 
a way to evaluate our players and each phase of the game.”

Byrd was originally scheduled to play Spotswood in the opener, 
but when the Roanoke County School Board voted against playing 
teams outside the county Glenvar replaced the Trailblazers. When 
the school board reversed the Byrd-Glenvar game was off and the 
Terriers were able to get Magna Vista, a quality Class 3 program, 
to fill that first week slot on the schedule.

Rain during the week made the Magna Vista field somewhat 
sloppy Saturday, but the Byrd players didn’t let that bother them.

“Their wet field made it tough on both teams,” said Lutz. “Our 
coaches were very pleased that our players focused on their assign-
ments and didn’t allow the field conditions determine our team 
success.”

The game was close throughout. The Warriors scored first on a 
63 yard pass play but the Terriers answered with a 16 yard TD pass 
from Dylan Hatfield to Hunter Harris. Magna Vista then regained 
the lead when Tyler Johnson returned the ensuing kickoff 76 yards 
for a score and the Warriors had 13-7 lead at the half.

Byrd opened the second half with a four yard TD run by Hatfield 

Left, William Byrd’s Hayden Lyle(#32) rushes the passer in last week’s win at Magna Vista. 
Above, Bryson Lutz(#50) clears some room for Elamin Shareef and, below, Hunter Harris catches 
a pass for Byrd’s first touchdown. PHOTOS BY BILL HOAL

Byrd scores late to win football 
opening game at Magna Vista

to tie the game at 13-13, but the extra point 
attempt failed. However, the Terriers took 
a 15-13 lead on a safety when Magna Vista 
snapped the ball out of the end zone on a punt 
attempt.

Johnson was at it again as Magna Vista 
regained the lead late in the third quarter, this 
time on a 79 yard TD pass Dryus Hairston. A 
two point conversion failed and the Warriors 
clung to a 19-15 lead down the stretch.

The Terriers got the game winner with just 

35 seconds on the clock. Hatfield passed to 
Ethan Tinsley for a 16 yard TD and Cole 
Spencer kicked the extra point for the 22-19 
final.

Hatfield completed 14 of 28 passes in 
the game for 188 yards, including seven to 
Tinsley for 141 yards. Ethan was one of two 
Terriers to commit to play college football 
last week. He’ll be headed to Randolph 
Macon while lineman Bryson Lutz has 

       continued on page 10

The William Byrd boys placed sixth out of 28 
teams in the state Class 3 swim meet last week at 
the Christiansburg Aquatic Center. 

Sophomore Colin Murtaugh led the Terriers 
with two state championship swims. Murtaugh 
won the 50 Free event with a time of 21.53, and 
he also won the 100 Butterfly with a time of 
50.57.

“He trains hours and hours each week with the 
Virginia Gators,” said Byrd coach Krista Martin. 
“I am so happy for him to feel all of that hard 
work pay off.”

Murtaugh also swam on the third place boys’ 
200 Medley Relay team with Aiden Brinkley, 
Austin Nielsen and Griffin Horacek. That four-
some broke the school record with a time of 
1:39.06. The previous record, set this year, was 
1:40.77 with Murtaugh, Brinkley, Nielsen and 
Nathan Miller.

Other individual finishes included Nielsen 
with a seventh in both the 200 IM and 100 Breast, 
Brinkley with a fifth in the 100 Back and 10th 
in the 200 IM, Horacek with an 11th place state 
finish in the 100 Back and 12th place finishes by 
Miller in the 100 Free and Michael Hoyos in the 
500 Free.

 “State went so well,” said Martn. “I am so 
grateful that we were allowed to participate in 
post season and these boys were given a chance 
to end their season on such a well deserved high 
note.  We were all really looking forward to 
state and the opportunity to compete against fast 
swimmers.  These boys swam their hearts out and 
really showed up ready to race when it was time 
for our relays.”

Teamwise, Monticello won the girls’ title 
along with the Western Albemarle boys. Western 
Albemarle finished with 374 points to 266 for 
second place Independence, followed by William 
Byrd at 167. Western Albemarle will move up to 
Class 4 next year.

“That is the highest our boys’ team has placed 
at state in school history,” said Martin. “And if 
that wasn’t good news enough, none of them will 
graduate.”

Of course, that’s because they’re all under-
classmen.

Murtaugh swims to
2 state championships

Above left, William Byrd junior Aiden Brinkley is on his way to a 10th place finish in the 200 yard IM. Top right, 
Colin Murtaugh leaps out of the blocks in the 50 yard freestyle sprint, winning the 3A state championship in a 
time of 21.53. Below is the team representing Byrd at the state meet. Left to right;Aiden Brinkley, Colin Murtaugh, 
Austin Nielsen, Griffin Horacek, Nathan Miller and Michael Hoyos.  ACTION PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING

Home opener against Franklin Co. Friday
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The Class 3 state indoor track meet was held at Liberty 
University on Tuesday and 11 William Byrd athletes competed, 
six girls and five boys.

The girls and boys meets were held separately with the girls 
in the morning and the boys starting in late afternoon. The girls 
had to be in Lynchburg at 7 am for an 8 am start time, and that 
meant leaving Vinton before 6 am. However, the early depar-
ture proved to be worthwhile as the girls finished 13th in the 
state with some outstanding performances. Western Albemarle 
won the girls’ state title.

Freshman Sydney Blewett started the day off in the shot put 
with a personal record throw of 29’3” and a 9th place finish. In 
the long jump, Chloe Harrilla finished all-state placing of 6th 
with a jump of 15’0.5”. Remi Figart finished 10th.  

Sela Beatty took all-state honors in the 55m dash with a 6th 
place time of 7.55 seconds.  The 4x200 meter relay of Harrilla, 
Emma Dalton, Figart and Beatty finished 4th overall with an 
all-state placing time of 1:54.44.  Gordon finished 9th in the 
500 with a personal record time of 1:27.76 and Figart was 7th 
in the 300 with a time of 45.22.  

The boys’ team was allowed in the building 
at 2 pm after the facility was cleaned follow-
ing the girls’ competition.  Isaac Roth started 
the day off in the pole vault competition and 
took a 3rd place all-state medal, clearing 11’6”. 
Mason Gibson finished 10th in the pole vault.  

Walker Nance finished 9th in the triple jump 
with a personal best jump of 38’.  Roth ran a 
time of 38.83 in the 300m dash and the boys’ 

4x200 meter team of Roth, Tyler Buxton, 
Nance and Noah Thompson ran a time of 
1:41.61. The Monticello boys won the state 
title and Byrd was 24th.

That ended the indoor season, but the William 
Byrd Cross Country team was scheduled to 
open next Wednesday at Franklin County and 
the outdoor track and field season will take the 
gun April 12.

Byrd girls fi nish 13th in state indoor track meet

Left, William Byrd’s Isaac Roth with his 3rd place medal in the state pole vault event. Right, the 
4x200m relay team finished fourth in the state. Left to right are Remi Figart, Chloe Harrilla, Emma 
Dalton and Sela Beatty.

Terriers place at state meet
SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The William Byrd golfers were scheduled to tee off for the first time on Wednesday with a Blue Ridge 
District mini-match at the Westlake Country Club. All Byrd’s regular season matches will be on Wednesdays 
in the “COVID Schedule” spring season.

Coach Scott Whitehead returns four starters to this year’s Byrd team. Griffin Horacek is a three year starter, 
Kendrick South is a two year starter and Evan Mullen and Koby Turner are returning one year starters. Other 
potential starters include senior Chris Blankenship, sophomore Clayton Gilmore and freshman Nathan Carter. 
Blankenship is the only senior on the young Byrd team.

Others on the team hoping to crack the lineup include sophomores Collin Murtaugh and Garett Sexton 
and freshmen Andrew Kiker, Ben Sink and Mattox Wolfe. An eighth grader, Madeline Cunningham, is not 
eligible to score but will be practicing with the team. 

BRD golfers open this week

EVAN MULLEN

The William Byrd girls opened their 
volleyball season Tuesday after having it 
postponed in the fall due to the coronavirus. 
The Terriers played at Lord Botetourt and 
it was better late than never. Way better, 
as a matter of fact, as the Terriers defeated 
the three-time defending state champion 
Cavaliers in five grueling sets.

Byrd had to come from behind to pull 
out the win. The Cavaliers won the first 
two sets, 24-23 and 25-21, and at that point 
it looked like business as usual for the LB 
girls. However, the Terriers dug in and held 
on for a 25-21 win in the third set, then tied 
it up with a dominating 25-15 win in the 
fourth. That sent the match into a fifth set 
to 15 to decide the match, and Byrd pulled 
out a 15-7 win.

It was a great win to start the season 
for the Byrd girls, who were led by Mattie 
Andrews’ 14 kills. Trinity Hylton had seven 
kills, 19 assists, five digs and two aces 
while Kamryn Sigafoes had 10 kills and 
five aces. Libero Grayce Dantler had 19 
digs to go with four aces.

“The girls and the coaches are really 
excited about getting back on the court,” 
said coach Allison Thornton.  “We missed 
all of our summer camps, team bonding 
and normal team functions, but were elated 
when the school board voted to allow us to 
play.”

Byrd has five seniors on this year’s team, 
Dantzler, Amna Becirevic, Kasey McKee, 
Erin Courtemanche and Reagan Tuck. 
Juniors include setter Hylton and outside 
hitter Andrews, and defensively Thornton 
expects good things from returning junior 
Chloe Harrilla. Newcomers expected to 
contribute include Sigafoes, Carsyn Kotz, 
Terran Brown and Ella Ashworth.

The Terriers have their home opener 
tonight against William Fleming. It will 
consist of two varsity matches only, begin-
ning at 5:30 pm. Northside is here for the 
regular jayvee-varsity doubleheader next 
Tuesday, March 9.

Left, William Byrd’s Mattie Andrews goes up for a spike in Tuesday’s win over Lord Botetourt. Right, Carsyn Kotz sets 
one up for the Terriers. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Terriers come 
from two sets 
down to beat 
Lord Botetourt
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Annual Percentage Yields (APY) are accurate as of March 2, 2021 and are 
subject to change after account opening. Fees may reduce earnings.

gg

1. Account openings are subject to bank approval. This offer applies to new
personal checking customer accounts only and is limited to our Premier,

p g j pp ppp g j pp pp

Everywhere Connect, or Simple Checking account products. Account 
p g yg y

must be opened between January 2, 2021and December 31, 2021 with
y p g pp g p

the promotional code “UPTO400.” A minimum opening balance of $50 is
p yp y

required for all accounts and funds must not be already on deposit with 
p p gp p g

HomeTrust Bank.
q

You can earn up to $400 when you meet the qualifications for each 
cash bonus reward. See requirements below.

p y qp y

Direct Deposit bonus:Earn $150 for direct deposits totaling $2,500 or more:
across two consecutive statement cycles within the first three statement 

p p gp

cycles from account opening. Your direct deposit needs to be regular 
yy

monthly income, such as an electronic deposit of your paycheck, pension,
y p g p gp g p

or government benefits (such as Social Security) from your employer or the
y p y p y pp y p y p

government. Transfers from one account to another or deposits made at a 
g y y p yy y p y

banking location or ATM do not qualify as Direct Deposit.
gg

$10K+ Account Balance bonus: Earn $150 when you deposit and maintain :
a $10,000 minimum daily balance in your new account for the first 90 days. 

y py p

Account must be opened with funds not already on deposit with
y yy y

HomeTrust Bank.

Debit Card Activity bonus:Earn $100 when you make at least 15 debit card :
purchases equal to, or greater than, $500 in one statement cycle within the

y yy

first three statement cycles.
p q gp q g

210302-770981719

All transactions must post and 
settle to qualify. Bonuses will be 

pp

credited to your account on the 
q yq y

15th of the month after each
yy

specific bonus requirement
has been met. Bonuses may 
p qp

be credited at different times 
y

depending on account activity but 
will be credited no later than 120

p g yp g

days from account opening.

Offer cannot be combined with 
other offers and is limited to two 
(2) incentives per household.
Customer must have a physical

p

address within the HomeTrust
p y

Bank market footprint. Offer is 
not available to customers who 

pp

have closed an account within the
past 90 days. If your account is 
closed within the first 180 days, an 
p y yp y y

account closing fee equal to the
yy

bonus payment (between $100
g qg q

and $400) you received will apply. 
p yp y

HomeTrust Bank employees 
y p

are not eligible to participate in
p y

promotion.
g

Offer may be withdrawn at any 
time. Payments are subject to IRS 

y yy

tax reporting requirements. For
y j

fees applicable to your account, 
p g qp g

please view our Fee Schedule. For 
pp ypp y

additional terms and conditions, 
p

please view our Deposit Account
Agreement and Online or Mobile
p pp

terms and conditions.
g

Personal Checking 
Accounts

Balance Tiers

$0 
-$999

$1,000 
-$2,499

$2,500
-$9,999

$10,000
or more

Min. to Open APY APY APY APY

Premier Checking $50 0.00% 0.01% 0.01% 0.02%

Everywhere Connect $50 n/a n/a n/a n/a

Simple Checking $50 n/a n/a n/a n/a

Earn up 
to $4001

htb.com/upto400va  
promo code: UPTO400 

TTRUST
WHEN YOU OPEN A NEW 
PERSONAL CHECKING
ACCOUNT

Enrollment in the promotion 

required. See below for 
additional terms and 
requirements.

Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.lem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500ng? Call the Virginia Help Lust be 18 or older. Pr

Every week in 2021 we will donatek iEvery wee 2021 we will donate $ o a local nonprofit al nonprofit1,000 to a
that is providing valuable services in the areas we are located. provid are located. g valuable services in the areas 

Helping those communities around us is at the core of ourore of oure communities around us is at thes around us 
ational philosophy. We truly believe that high tidesoperation es raise all losophy. We truly believe that higtruly believe th

we are determined to add value to the commuships and we munitiesre determined to add value to thned to add value 
which we operate.in hich we operate.

e charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back, Gives Back,Through the charitable program, Rosie’sle program, 
Colonial Downs Group has madeal Downs Group has mad monetary and in-kind donations  

of more than $1,125,500, gged over 1,100 servicever 1,100 service1,100 serand has logge
rs in Virginia communitieses.n Vhour Virginia com

TOGETHER
WE WIN

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS TO 2 052525 00 IN 5IN 5,00 2 WWEEKS TO
52 WORTHY CHARITIESHY Y55 RTHY2 WORWO CHARITIES

Candace Hess 
Kids Soar Executive Directortive DirectoDirectExecuKids Soa

“On behalf of Kids Soar, I wish to thank Rosie’s Gaming Emporsh to“On b r, I wehalf of Kids Soaf Kids k Rosie’s Gaming Emporium 

for donating $1,000 to our organization anfor d to our oo ou ganization nating $1,000 and to Ernie Dellaverson 

for nominating us for this award. The grant will go towards our for or this ath ward. The graard. Thominating us t will go towards our 

 program, which helps children in gradeshildren ades am, which helm, whicliteracy after-school pro

etter future through reading.”h readinread g.er future thrtK-6 “soar” to a bett

As we continue serving our families and limiting
exposure to the COVID19 virus, we are now

allowed to operate at 100% capacity while meeting 
all mandated social distancing and facial

covering recommendations.

Most service options are now fully available.

Lotz Vinton Chapel  •  540-343-4986

Vinton Chapel
Celebrating Life

BOBGARRETT 
SERVICES

YOUR WHOLE HOUSE GENERATOR SPECIALISTS

bobgarrettservices.com
540-767-2900

Above, Byrd quarterback Dylan Hatfield looks for a receiver as Blake Sankbeil(#66) 
makes sure he has time. Right, Ethan Tinsley leaps for one of his seven receptions 
in last Saturday’s win at Magna Vista. PHOTOS BY BILL HOAL

TERRIERTERRIER
FOOTBALLFOOTBALL
continued from page 8

committed to Emory & 
Henry.

On defense, Nick 
Reedy had two intercep-
tions in the game as Byrd 
forced three turnovers. 
Lutz forced a fumble 
for the other, which was 
recovered by Malachi 
Taylor. Hunter Richards 
blocked an extra point 
and his brother, Dustin, 
blocked a punt that was 
recovered by John Kiker.

Lutz was certainly 
pleased with the out-
come, but like all coach-
es he saw plenty of 
room for improvement. 
Coaches like to say the 
team makes the most 
improvement between 
the first and second 
games. 

“We still have a lot 
of work to do and made 
too many mistakes, 
especially on offense,” 
he said. “Those mis-
takes can be fixed, and 
we look forward to this 
week’s practices so we 
can improve.”

This Friday the 
Terriers will host Class 6 
Franklin County for their 
home opener. The Eagles 
beat Northside, 28-14, in 
their opener. Game time 
this Friday is 7 pm at 
Patterson Stadium.

“They’re a 6A play-
off contender,” said 
Lutz of Franklin County. 
“They’re big, strong and 
very physical. They have 
a very talented running 
back and their quarter-
back does a good job 
of keeping the defense 
honest. Their defense 
brings a lot of pressure 
and they’re very physical 
up front.”

Byrd’s jayvee team 
will open this Thursday 
against Franklin County. 
The middle school team 
got off to a good start 
with wins over Cave 
Spring and Andrew 
Lewis last week.
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