
Th e William Byrd High 
School Marching Terriers 
band will be performing 
at this week’s home foot-
ball game against Patrick 
County on March 18—de-
spite the many challenges 
of playing an instrument, 
practicing, and performing 
during a pandemic.

Th e band members won’t 
actually be marching. Th ey 
will be seated in the stands 
to perform, due to CO-
VID restrictions, and they 
won’t be in uniform this 
week. (Seniors will be in 
uniform for Senior Night at 
the March 27 game.) Th ey 
will be wearing face cover-
ings—masks or shields—as 
appropriate for the instru-
ment they are playing. Th ey 
will be socially distanced in 
the stands with lyres and 
fl ip folders holding their 
music, not music stands. 
Th eir instruments, in some 
cases, will feature bell covers 
for protection.

Th ere is no formal 
marching band theme pro-
gram this year; no props, 
no half-time show–but the 
Marching Terriers sounded 
wonderful in practice in 
the main gym at the school 
on March 15, perform-
ing the traditional stands 
music (the “Fight Song, 
Hey Song, Let’s Go, Land 
of a 1,000 Dances,” and 
more) along with the na-
tional anthem and several 
pop arrangements, which 
included “Sweet Caro-
line,” “Th riller,” and “I 
Get Around.” Th ey played 
around with some old 
favorites—“Vehicle” and 
“Hey Baby, Will You Be 
My Girl,” which probably 
won’t make the playlist due 
to lack of in-person prac-
tice time and ever-chang-
ing rules, guidelines, and 
group-size limitations from 
state offi  cials.

Spectators are limited to 
one per participant (foot-
ball or band), except for se-
niors on Senior Night who 
can invite two guests.

Dan Plybon remains the 
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Town Council welcomes 
news on Gish Mill, low 
interest rates on CIP loan

Th e Vinton Town Coun-
cil meeting on March 16 
was lengthy with two public 
hearings and an information-
packed agenda. Th e two best 
pieces of news to emerge were 
council’s adoption of a resolu-
tion authorizing the issuance 
of general obligation bonds in 
the amount of $4.37 million 
in new debt to pay for capi-
tal improvement projects for 
the town’s water and sewer 
facilities and $4.45 million 
in refi nancing old debt for a 
total not to exceed $8.85 mil-
lion in the total loan, includ-
ing closing costs. Th e projects 
include $2 million for an up-
graded meter system, $1.95 
million for improvements to 
the 3rd Street Lift Station that 
handles all the wastewater of 
the town, and $370,000 for 
SCADA upgrades. 

Courtney Rogers from 

Davenport & Company went 
through the timeline of events 
that led to the decision, be-
ginning with a presentation 
to council on February 16 of 
a Plan of Finance for the proj-
ects. Th e plan recommended 
that the town fund the proj-
ects with a General Obliga-
tion Bond issued as a direct 
bank loan. 

On February 19, Daven-
port distributed a Request for 
Proposal to over 25 local, re-
gional, and national lending 
institutions to solicit inter-
est rates for the 2021 bond. 
Th e banks were also asked to 
provide interest rate options 
for potential refi nancing of 
existing town debt for sav-
ings purposes. Th e loans to be 
refi nanced included a 2006A 
VRA Bond for $305,000, a 
2013 Bond for $1.2 million, 
and a Virginia Revolving 
Loan of $1.595 million.

Bird e-scooters coming to Vinton

E-scooters from the Bird com-
pany, an electric scooter rental 
service, are about to make their 
debut on the streets of Vinton. 
E-scooters are not toys, and the 
town wants to emphasize there are 
rules and regulations that apply to 
this type of vehicle.

Bird created the e-scooter in-
dustry in 2017 and is the largest 
operator in the United States. 
Bird scooters are placed in areas of 
a town or city that are authorized 
for scooter use. Prospective users 
download the app and then can 
rent the scooters for a ride. Th e 
electric motor will not turn on 
without being activated with the 
app, which helps discourage theft. 
At the end of the ride, a user can 
just drop off  a Bird right on the 
sidewalk, so long as it’s not block-
ing the public right-of-way. Th e 
Bird company retrieves the scoot-
ers to recharge batteries.

“Th e idea behind Bird is sim-
ple–the scooters are fun, low-cost, 
and environmentally friendly 
ways to get around town with-
out a car, an Uber, or a bus,” says 
founder and CEO Travis Vander-
Zanden, who worked as an execu-
tive at both Lyft and Uber. “Th e 

Members of Vinton Town Council were updated on the historic 
Gish Mill redevelopment project at their meeting on March 16. 
Developer David Hill presented several architectural drawings 
as part of his presentation with Vinton Principal Planner 
Nathan McClung. This rendering shows the proposed front view 
of the mill development.

See Town Council, page 2
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Byrd Band returns to the 
stands, if not the fi eld

The William Byrd Marching Terriers will be performing at the home 
football game against Patrick County on March 18. The band will be 
performing in the stands, not marching, in order to adhere to COVID 
guidelines. They held just their third practice of the season on March 15 
in the main gym at the school.

See Byrd Band, page 4

Rear view of the proposed Gish Mill project, showing the deck 
along Glade Creek.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Keep an eye out for the new Bird e-scooters coming to Vinton.

‘Birds’ are meant to provide  a 
cheap alternative mode of trans-
portation and ease traffi  c.”

“We’ve found that smaller cit-
ies [like Vinton] embrace Bird as 
a naturally socially distanced way 
to get around,” said a company 
spokesperson.  “Bird is working 
with the town to determine where 
our scooters will be used.” 

Riders can even travel between 
Vinton and Roanoke, where Bird 
e-scooters have been available for 
about a year. E-scooters, in their 
short existence, have become 

more popular than station-based 
bikeshares. In the future, Bird 
hopes to coordinate with the 
RIDE solutions program as one 
of their alternative transportation 
options.

As for how the Bird e-scooters 
will benefi t the citizens of Vinton, 
the company explains, “Residents 
and visitors of Vinton deserve 
additional, sustainable modes 
of transportation. Bird is easy to 
ride, aff ordable, and a fun way to 

See E-scooters, page 5

This is a view of the original milling equipment in the basement 
of Gish Mill, which will be preserved for a speakeasy.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF VINTON
The historic Gish Mill property.
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Playing an instrument has become quite a challenge this year with face 
masks, face shields, bell covers, and social distancing.
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The band has faced many challenges during the pandemic other than 
group practice size. Imagine playing a flute wearing a face shield.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. “Be back later”
 4. Hoover’s offi ce
 7. Brew
 8. Philo and Reglis are 
two (“Star Wars”)
10. Actress Remini
12. Moghul emperor
13. Alaskan glacier
14. Constrictor
16. Prohibit
17. Ancient Brittonic tribe
19. Chinese pastry
20. Razorbill is of this 
genus
21. Beloved holiday 
decoration
25. Dutch football club
26. Aggressive dog
27. Small piece of glass

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

29. “South Park” creator 
__ Parker
30. Leisure activity
31. Someone’s story
32. Record-setting 
swimmer
39. Hillside
41. Unit of measurement
42. Famous for its 
potatoes
43. Insect secretion
44. Gate in Marrakesh
45. Cain and __
46. A set of moral 
principles
48. Repair
49. Two-terminal semi-
condcutor device
50. Strongly alkaline 
solution

51. Former CIA
52. Satellite laser ranging
CLUES DOWN
 1. Sea
 2. Cleans things
 3. More skinny
 4. Supervises fl ying
 5. Talk rapidly and excitedly
 6. Intestinal
 8. Don’t know when yet
 9. Soluble ribonucleic acid
11. Chinese and Vietnamese 
ethnic group
14. Wild cattle genus
15. Rock formation
18. Makes up
19. Resembles a pouch
20. Having an aerial quality
22. Windpipe
23. Million barrels per day 

(abbr.)
24. Bitterly regret
27. Soft creamy white cheese
28. Renamed when EU was 
incorporated
29. ‘__ death do us part
31. Sound unit
32. Men proud of their mas-
culinity
33. Clergy member’s vestment
34. Hello
35. Mild yellow Dutch cheese 
made in balls
36. Marks
37. Derived from benzene
38. Low-melting alloy
39. Lost blood
40. Quantitative relation
44. Academic degree
47. Many subconsciousses

WBHS Terrier Spotlight of the Week 

Th e administrative team at 
William Byrd High School 
has once again recognized fac-
ulty and staff  members for their 
wonderful contributions to stu-
dents and the community.

Th e fi rst Spotlight of the 
Week, announced on March 
12, was Coach Eric Royal. 
Coach Royal’s energy, vigor, 
and enthusiasm can put Mil-
lennials to shame. Whether it’s 
on the track, in the classroom, 
or out directing buses, he brings 
plenty of school spirit and posi-
tive energy. 

Royal teaches the all-impor-
tant government course, along 
with his wonderful co-teacher, 
Ms. Stover. Th ese two have a 
phenomenal partnership and 
have consistently wowed stu-
dents and staff  with their posi-
tive classroom culture, dynamic 
lessons, and vibrant classroom 
décor. 

Outside of school, this cross-
country and track coach enjoys, 
you guessed it, running. What 
may surprise you, however, is 
that Royal owns land in Scot-
land. Students and staff  may 
indeed call him Lord Royal; 
that is, if you can stomach such 
a thing. Jokes aside, Royal is an 
awesome teacher and coach and 
an overall great guy. We’d like 
to say thank you again for all 
that you do for the school and 
community.

Our next Spotlight of the 
Week is a phenomenal teacher 
and coach—Molly Cox. Th is 
former Lynchburg College 
student-athlete does a little bit 
of everything for the Byrd com-
munity. She coaches volleyball 
and soccer, teaches health and 
PE at the middle and high 
school, holds CPR certifi ca-
tion sessions on Wednesdays, 
and she still somehow fi nds 

time to school Coach DeCoster 
and Coach Kessler in pickleball 
after-school. 

Coach Cox’s commitment to 
our students on the court and 
fi eld is mirrored in the class-
room. Her fun, engaging, and 
holistic approach to classroom 
instruction hasn’t gone un-
noticed. Whether it’s making 
vision boards or stress balls, 
there’s never a dull day for stu-
dents in her classroom. Outside 
of coaching and teaching, she 
enjoys hiking and reading, as 
well as spending quality time 
with her family and adorable 
dog, Sturridge. Th anks again, 
Coach Cox, for being an out-
standing coach, teacher, and 
colleague!

Our next Spotlight of the 
Week goes out to yet another 
teacher and coach: the ever-
present Coach Chris Carr. You 
may indeed fi nd Coach Carr 

any and everywhere Terriers 
congregate. From bus duty 
and traffi  c detail in the morn-
ings and afternoons, teaching 
geography in the classroom, 
coaching on the diamond, to 
announcing football games on 
Friday nights, Coach Carr is 
there! 

We’d like to also highlight 
how well Coach Carr and 
Coach Brad Lutz have adjusted 
their World Geography class 
to accommodate and meet the 
needs of students this school 
year. Th ey’ve been fl exible and 
have constantly adjusted their 
approach to give students the 
best chance of success. Coach 
Carr, you’re a great teacher and 
coach and a true professional. 
Th ank you!

Our fi nal Spotlight is the 
one and only Deanna Bibby. 
Th is week marks School Social 
Worker Appreciation Week, 

and we’d like to highlight one 
of the best in the business. 
Bibby is a caring, hardworking, 
and dynamic social worker. She 
works tirelessly to make sure 
students and families in our 
community receive the support 
and services needed to be safe, 
healthy, and able to successfully 
participate in school. She also 
plays a vital role in promoting 
and ensuring equity within our 
district by serving on the RCPS 
Equity Task Force. Outside of 
her work with the Byrd com-
munity, Bibby enjoys spending 
time with her loving family and 
being outdoors, particularly 
camping and stargazing. Ms. 
Bibby, you’re an awesome 
school social worker and a Ter-
rifi c Terrier! Th anks again for 
all that you do.

By the Administrative Team 
at William Byrd High School

Coach Eric Royal Coach Molly Cox Coach Chris Carr SUBMITTED PHOTOSDeanna Bibby

Town Council from page 1

Banks were asked to 
submit proposals with 
two options: one with 
separate rates for fi nanc-
ing the New Money and 
the Refunding Money 
(of existing town debt) 
and another with the two 
components combined. 

Six lending proposals 
were received. Davenport 
recommended working 
with Zions Bank, which 
submitted the lowest pro-
posal bid with interest 
rates under Option 1 of 
1.64% for New Money 
and 1.75% for Refund-
ing Money, and 1.66% 
under Option 2 (both 
combined). Option 2 
was selected to include 
refi nancing of the 2006A 
VRA Bond and the 2013 
Bond.

Additionally, the town 
accepted a revised rate of 
1% off ered by the VRA 
for refi nancing the Virgin-
ia Revolving Loans, saving 
the town approximately 
$89,000.

A public hearing was 
held on the New Money 
portion of the bond with 
no comments received 

from citizens. Closing 
is expected on the 2021 
Bond around March 31.

Th e second most ex-
citing presentation of the 
meeting was a briefi ng by 
Principal Planner Nathan 
McClung and David Hill 
of Hill Studio and Gish 
Mill Davii, LLC, on the 
proposed rezoning of the 
historic Gish Mill prop-
erties from M-1 Mixed 
Industrial to Mixed Use 
Development (MUD) 
District to allow for the 
properties to be redevel-
oped. Town staff  has rec-
ommended that the re-
zoning request for Mixed 
Use zoning be approved.

Th e property on Gus 
Nicks Boulevard along 
Glade Creek would ac-
commodate a restaurant, 
retail, residential, and 
lodging uses, specifi cally 
a small restaurant (5,030 
square feet), a seasonal 
market (1,250 square 
feet), a speakeasy in the 
basement (1,296 square 
feet), the conversion of 
the original mill structure, 
concrete silos, and upper 
second and third fl oors 

of the original mill into 
lodging with potential use 
for 3-10 apartment units 
(5,800 square feet) and 
outdoor dining, deck, and 
patio space (3,564 square 
feet). Th e site will retain 
its architectural character 
and its environmental set-
ting. 

Th e anticipated ten-
ant to operate the restau-
rant and lodge has been 
secured. And lest this 
project sounds too ambi-
tious, partner David Hill 
was a member of the re-
development team for the 
highly successful Roland 
E. Cook Lofts project and 
heavily involved with the 
downtown revitalization 
project.

According to the pre-
sentation, the redevelop-
ment project will generate 
private investment in ex-
cess of $1.9 million, cre-
ate approximately 41 jobs, 
and “result in the reha-
bilitation of a historic, yet 
currently blighted prop-
erty located on one of the 
three main gateways into 
the town with an aver-
age daily traffi  c count of 

21,000 vehicles.”
Gish Mill has oper-

ated continuously since 
the 1770s, and as a farm 
supply store (Holdren’s 
Country Store) and ware-
house in its fi nal years 
before closing in 2014. 
Th e Town of Vinton pur-
chased the property in 
October 2015 (at a cost of 
approximately $120,000) 
due to its historical sig-
nifi cance with the hopes 
of eventually returning it 
to commercial use. After 
issuing an RFP in 2019, 
the town received a pro-
posal from Gish Mill Da-
vii, LLC, (David Hill and 
David Trinkle) to convert 
the property to mixed-use 
development. A contract 
was signed in April 2020.

Phase I and II environ-
mental assessments have 
been completed. Historic 
reviews have been com-
pleted which are necessary 
for the property to be list-
ed on the National Regis-
ter by the Department of 
Historic Resources. 

Grant funds have been 
obtained from two state 
government agencies 
which make the project 
fi nancially feasible. Th ose 
grants include the DHR 
Emergency Supplemen-
tal Historic Preservation 
Fund for $250,000 for 
repair and stabilization of 
the property and a loan 
of $468,750 through the 
Economic Development 
Authority from the De-
partment of Housing and 
Community Develop-
ment Industrial Revital-
ization Fund. 

Th e town has also se-
cured funding through 
VDOT’s Surface Trans-
portation Block Grant for 
a pedestrian mid-block 
crossing on Gus Nicks 
Boulevard to provide a 
safe means of travel from 
the Gish Mill site to the 
almost completed Glade 
Creek Phase II project 
and the Billy Byrd apart-
ments.

Hill described the 
Gish Mill project as “very 
complicated” with many 
hoops to jump through. 
One of those hoops has 
been the verifi cation this 
month by Draper Aden 
Associates that the pro-
posed redevelopment 
project will not cause a 
rise in the base fl ood eleva-
tion. Specifi c variances to 
the fl oodplain ordinance 
must be approved by the 
Board of Zoning Appeals; 
a meeting is scheduled for 
March 30. A joint public 
hearing of the Planning 

Commission and Town 
Council will be held on 
the rezoning request on 
April 6.

Hill commented that 
in redeveloping the “trea-
sured historic site” and 
“bringing economic vi-
tality to the town,” it is 
necessary to accept and 
deal with the fact that the 
property lies within the 
fl oodplain. Th e redevel-
opment team has incor-
porated many unique de-
sign features into the site 
and architectural plans to 
compensate for that chal-
lenge.

In other council busi-
ness, Roanoke Regional 
Partnership Executive Di-
rector John Hull present-
ed an update on their ac-
tivities in 2020—despite 
the pandemic.

Council adopted a reso-
lution (after a public hear-
ing) approving a lease to 
Cargill Animal Nutrition 
(formerly Southern States) 
for eight lots to be used 
for temporary parking for 
trailers and an employee 
parking area. Council was 
briefed on the issue at a 
previous meeting. Th e 
term of lease will be for 
one 15-month term and 
three additional one-year 
renewals at a total cost of 
$800 per year–$100 per 
parcel. Th e property was 
originally acquired by the 
town through a FEMA 
fl ood mitigation project 
and thus cannot be sold 
or built upon. Th e entire 
annual lease revenue will 
be donated to the Vinton 
Needy Family Program. 

Finance Director Anne 
Cantrell briefed council 
on proposed revisions to 
the town’s General Fund 
Reserve Policy that will 
be acted upon at their 
next meeting. Th e main 
changes include creation 
of a “policy fl oor” of two 
months General Fund 
budgeted revenues and 
a “policy target” of four 
months General Fund 
budgeted revenues. Unre-
stricted Fund Balance in 
excess of the policy target 
can be used to fund one-
time projects or capital 
needs that were unable to 
be funded in the previous 
or current budget.

Council also adopted 
resolutions they were 
briefed on in past meet-
ings:

A resolution was ad-
opted authorizing the 
town manager to execute 
an agreement for Applica-
tion, Hosting and Tech-
nology Support Services 

between Avenu Enterprise 
Solutions, LLC, and the 
town to preserve legacy 
data for the town’s current 
fi nancial software.

A resolution was adopt-
ed appropriating $35,000 
from Fund Balance to the 
Utility Fund Special Proj-
ects Expense Account for 
unresolved change orders 
on the Glade Creek Sani-
tary Sewer Line Reloca-
tion Project. In the course 
of the project, the town 
noticed exposure of the 
sewer line and decided to 
relocate it. Unfortunately, 
the town had to change 
vendors resulting in un-
planned charges. During 
the relocation of the sewer 
line project, the contrac-
tor encountered rock 
charges not accounted for 
during the original con-
tract price.

A resolution was ad-
opted appropriating $1 
million from Unrestrict-
ed Fund Balance and 
$150,000 from increased 
estimated revenue to the 
Town’s Capital Fund for 
CIP and one-time proj-
ects, including improve-
ments to the Municipal 
Building, Clearview Drive 
traffi  c signal upgrades, 
Hardy Road repaving, 
and Glade Creek stabili-
zation. 

A resolution was also 
adopted approving Town 
of Vinton support of fi -
nancing by the Roanoke 
Valley Resource Author-
ity.

Council approved the 
January 2021 Financial 
Report which indicated 
General Fund revenues 
were 118% of expecta-
tions while expenditures 
were 84% of budget ex-
pectations. Cash on hand 
was $4 million with in-
vestments of $3.2 million 
for a total of cash and in-
vestments of $7.3 million.

Cantrell presented a per 
capita comparison of debt 
in Vinton to 35 Virginia 
localities. Vinton ranked 
30th with a current debt 
balance of $11 million, or 
$1363 per capita. Once 
the new debt from the 
2021 Bond is taken on, 
the ranking will be 23rd 
among localities listed 
with $15.3 million in 
debt or $1901 per capita.

Police Chief Fabricio 
Drumond announced 
that the police depart-
ment has received a grant 
for $14,120 to be used for 
recruitment and retention 
of police offi  cers.

Council will next meet 
on April 6.
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Liberty University’s 
2020 Club Sports Hall 
of Fame class was final-
ized this week, to be in-
ducted in the spring se-
mester – rather than in 
December – for the first 
time in the seven years 
the program has hon-
ored its former athletes, 
coaches, and administra-
tors this way. The class 
includes Aaron Thomp-
son, Liberty’s second 
NCWA Grand National 
wrestling individual 
champion in 2012. 
Aaron won the 2012 
NCWA 197-pound title 
in Daytona Beach, Fla. – 
on the same day but sev-
en matches after Club 
Sports Hall of Fame 
inductee Scott Clymer 
captured the 133-pound 

crown to become Lib-
erty’s first NCWA indi-
vidual champion. 

He started his career 
as an NCAA Division I 
athlete before becoming 
a three-year team captain 
and three-time NCWA 
All-American for the 
Flames, also placing 
fourth as a sophomore 
and second as a senior. 
Academically, Thomp-
son earned his B.S. in 
Sport Management in 
2012 and M.S. in Ath-
letic Administration in 
2014, while working
as an associate for the 
Flames Club.  Aaron is 
the son of  Hope John-
son and Dean and Jenna 
Thompson  and grand-
son of Nancy Chewn-
ing.  Aaron’s brother 
Trevor is in his first 
year at Bluefield College 
playing football. Aaron 
lives in Fredericksburg 
with his wife Sara and 
two beautiful daughters, 
Juliet and Josie Dean.

Angie
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Vinton Breakfast Lions host annual Bland Music Scholarship competition

Th e Vinton Breakfast Li-
ons Club hosted their fi fth 
annual Bland Foundation 
Music Scholarship Competi-
tion at Th rasher Memorial 
United Methodist Church 
on March 7. Th irteen con-
testants participated in vocal 
and instrumental perfor-
mances, all students of the 
Susan Lewis Music Studio.

Pianist Latriva Pierce won 
fi rst place in the instrumental 
category, performing “Trisha’s 
Lullaby.” She is a junior at 
William Byrd High School. 

Abby Shelton placed fi rst 
in the vocal category, sing-
ing “Th ink of Me.” She is a 
home-schooled senior.

Second place in the in-
strumental division went 
to Andrea Gonzalez, who 
performed “Little Prelude 
in C Minor.” She is a senior 
at William Byrd and at the 
Burton Center for Arts and 
Technology. 

Th ird place in instrumen-
tals went to Chloe Hopkins, 
a high school junior, who 
played “Cossack Ride.”

Second place in vocal 
performance went to Simon 
Sealey, a junior at Hidden 
Valley High School, who 
sang, “Waving Th rough a 
Window.”

Th ird place in vocals was 
awarded to Paul Sealey, a 
freshman at Hidden Valley, 
who performed “Irish Bless-
ing.”

Pierce and Shelton, as fi rst 
place winners, will advance 
to the Lions Club Regional 
Competition to be held 
on May 16 at Community 
Church in Salem.

Regional winners then ad-
vance to the Lions of Virginia 
State Competition in June, 
where 12 contestants com-
pete.

First place winners at the 
local level receive $100, sec-
ond place winners, $50, and 
third place winners, $25.

Other participants in this 
year’s Bland Music Scholar-
ship Competition were:

• Ryleigh Woolwine, a 
third grader, singing, 
“Sayonara”

• Lily Sealey, a fourth 
grader, playing 
“Overture from Wil-
liam Tell”

• Aubri Kessler, a third 
grader, singing “My 
Favorite Th ings”

• Emily Mower, a fi fth 
grader, singing “Top 
Secret Personal Bees-
wax”

• Cary Jones, a seventh 
grader, playing “Th e 
Entertainer”

• Sofi a Gonzalez, a sev-
enth grader, singing 
“Some Th ings Never 
Change,” and

• Alexis Williamson, a 
sophomore, singing 
“Beautiful Ghosts”

Judges for this year’s 
competition were Dr. Chris 
Monroe, Josh O’Dell, Bob 
Schmucker, and Kimberly 
Wilbourn. Dr. Monroe is the 
Minister of Music at Vinton 
Baptist Church. O’Dell is the 
Minister of Music at Th rash-
er Memorial. Schmucker is a 
singer/songwriter who runs 
the popular 3rd Street Cof-

feehouse, which features re-
gional and national touring 
folk and Americana perform-
ers every Friday night. He 
writes and performs his own 
brand of Chicago and Texas-
inspired folk and Americana 
music. Wilbourn teaches 
piano and vocal lessons in the 
Roanoke Valley.

Lions Club Vice District 
Governor Eric Mills again 
served as Master of Ceremo-
nies for the competition. He 
has been a member of the Li-
ons Club since 1986 and will 
become District Governor 
this summer in a district with 
about 60 Lions clubs.

Mills noted how refreshing 
it was to be able to hear the 
musicians perform in-person 
with their “amazing talent,” 
after a year of pandemic re-
strictions. He thanked Break-
fast Lions President Chris 
McCarty and Secretary Gary 
Myers for their eff orts in or-
ganizing and facilitating the 
event.

Th e Breakfast Lions 
thanked music teacher Su-
san Lewis for her support of 
the competition each year by 
encouraging her students to 
enter—especially consider-
ing this year’s challenges.

Mills shared the history of 
the Bland Music Foundation 
Music Scholarship Compe-
tition and some facts about 
the Vinton Breakfast Lions. 

Th e Bland competition 
was established by the Lions 
Clubs of Virginia in 1948 to 
“assist and promote cultural 
and educational opportuni-
ties for the musically talent-
ed youth of Virginia.” Any 
elementary, middle, or high 
school student is eligible to 
participate. Over $25,000 is 
awarded annually in prizes at 
the local, district, and state 
level. At the state level, fi rst 
place winners receive $2500; 
second place winners, 
$2000; third place winners, 
$1500; and fourth through 
sixth places, $1000.

Th e “Bland Contest” is 
held in honor of songwriter 
James “Jimmy” Bland, com-
poser of over 700 songs, 
including the former State 
Song, “Carry Me Back to 
Ole Virginny,” which he 
wrote at age 19. He was in-
ducted into the Songwriter’s 
Hall of Fame in 1970.

Bland was born in 1854 
as a free black American. He 
taught himself to play the 
banjo and earned spending 
money by singing and play-
ing on the streets of Wash-
ington, D.C. By age 14, he 
had become a professional 
musician and entertained in 
hotels and restaurants. He 
began composing at age 15. 
He eventually performed for 
President Grover Cleveland 
and Queen Victoria.

Mills told the audience 
there are approximately 
46,000 Lions Clubs in over 
200 countries, with over 1.4 
million members around the 
world—one of the largest 
service organizations in the 
world.

Th e Vinton Breakfast Li-
ons Club was chartered in 
1985. Its members serve the 
community in many ways 
throughout the year. Th ey 
sponsor many fundraising 
events including a Pancake 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

On March 5, there was a baby shower for Ryan and Logan 
Gilley in celebration of Tyler Brooke, who is due to make her 
appearance on April 3. The shower was held at the Station 
No. 2 in Wilmington, N.C.  It was a beautiful celebration 
with cherished friends and family. Grandparents are Mike 
and Lisa Gilley of Vinton and Alan and Lorinda Woodall of 
Williamsburg. Great grandparents are Giles and Mary Gilley 
of Roanoke. Pictured are Lorinda Woodall, Logan Gilley and 
Lisa Gilley.

Breakfast during the Vinton 
Fall Festival and their Spa-
ghetti Dinner traditionally 
prior to the Vinton Christ-
mas Parade. Lions are well-
known for their broom sales 
and the White Cane Project 
which provides support for 
eyeglasses and eye exams 
for needy children, the Old 
Dominion Eye Bank, and 
Leader Dogs for the Blind.

One of their largest fund-
raisers is the Reverse Raffl  e. 
Proceeds from all Breakfast 
Lions’ fundraisers go back 
into the local community 
and communities across the 
Commonwealth, the na-
tion, and the world. 

Th e club awards schol-
arships each spring to se-
niors at William Byrd High 
School and Staunton River 
High School. When the 
Vinton Host Lions dis-
banded a few months ago, 
the Breakfast Lions took 
over sponsorship of the Leo 
Club at William Byrd.

Th e Breakfast Lions 
maintain the bright yellow 
eyeglass collection boxes in 
various Vinton locations. 
Donated eyeglasses are 
sorted by prescription by 
local Lions members at the 
Lions Eyeglass Recycling 
Center in Roanoke and 
then distributed around 
the world. Approximately 
100,000 pairs of eyeglasses 
are processed annually at 
the Roanoke center--the 
largest processing center on 
the East Coast and one of 
only about 11 in the nation.

A main focus of Lions is 
youth. Each year the Break-
fast Lions sponsor a Christ-
mas Shopping trip for about 
20 students at Herman 
L. Horn, W. E. Cundiff , 
and Bonsack Elementary 
schools. Each child receives 
about $120 in clothing, 
shoes, and a toy. Th e Lions 
also donate school supplies 
to the elementary schools 
and art supplies to William 

Byrd High School.
Breakfast Lions sup-

port Diabetes Awareness, 
the Hearing Foundation at 
UVA, JDRF, and more.

In the Vinton commu-
nity, the Breakfast Lions 
have been the leaders in the 
preservation of the historic 
Gladetown Cemetery, in 
building a picnic shelter for 
the community at Herman 
L. Horn Elementary, and 

Abby Shelton won first place in the vocal category 
at the annual  Bland  Foundation Music Scholarship 
Competition sponsored by the Vinton Breakfast Lions 
Club. Music teacher Susan Lewis accompanied Shelton.

  Local students competed in the Vinton Breakfast 
Lions Club annual Bland Foundation Music Scholarship 
Competition at Thrasher Memorial on March 7. Winners 
in the instrumental category were (left to right): third 
place winner Chloe Hopkins, second place winner 
Andrea Gonzalez, and first place winner Latriva Pierce.

Winners in the vocal category in the Bland Foundation 
Music Scholarship Competition were (left to right), 
third place winner Paul Sealey, second place winner 
Simon Sealey, and first place winner Abby Shelton.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Thirteen local musicians competed  in the 
annual Bland Foundation Music Scholarship Competition 
sponsored by the Vinton Breakfast Lions Club. Shown 
left to right front row are: Ryleigh Woolwine, Aubri 
Kessler, Emily Mower, and Lily Sealey; middle row, 
Andrea Gonzalez, Sofia Gonzalez, Abby Shelton, Cary 
Jones, and Chloe Hopkins; and back row, music teacher 
Susan Lewis, Alexis Williamson, Latriva Pierce, Paul 
Sealey, Simon Sealey, and judges Bob Schmucker and 
Kimberly Wilbourn. Judges Dr. Chris Monroe and Josh 
O’Dell are not pictured.

in making plans for a rec-
reational project at the old 
Vinton Swimming Pool. 
Plans are in the works for 
bus shelters at Kroger and 
PFG.

Lions International sup-
ports worldwide humani-

tarian eff orts such as their 
“One Shot, One Life: Li-
ons Measles Initiative,” and 
their campaign to eradicate 
River Blindness which de-
stroys vision, through part-
nering with drug companies 
to distribute medications.

Pictured are Aaron, Jenna, Dean, Josie and Trevor 
Thompson.  
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes 
you to our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself 
to be one of a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environ-
ment of a comfortable lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community 
family. The town, with its proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain 
Lake, provides many opportunities for those who wish to stop and shop at our local 
farmers market or one of our unique specialty shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the 
year from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers 
its own unique atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if 
you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and ameni-
ties located nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; 
small, locally, and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views 
of the mountains and Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling 

of belonging, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conven-
iences that are necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.
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TheVinton
Messenger Excitement grows as Rosie’s 

expansion makes rapid progress

“We are making significant 
progress and are on schedule to 
complete our Vinton expansion by 
the end of the year, bringing more 
fun, live entertainment, good pay-
ing jobs and tax revenues to the 
Town of Vinton,” is the word 
from Ernie Dellaverson, general 
manager for Rosie’s Vinton. “We 
thank our loyal customers who are 
still enjoying what we have to of-
fer as we remain open during this 
exciting project.”  

The expansion got underway 

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROSIE’SSite plans for the Rosie’s expansion in Vinton.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Rosie’s, page 12

River Park Shopping 
Center was built in 1988. 
Its fi rst anchor tenant was 
Winn Dixie, followed by 
Super Dollar Discount 
Foods, and now Big Lots.

Before being developed, 
the property was mainly 
fi elds and farmland, owned 
by several diff erent families, 
several of whom lived in 
homes along Washington 
Avenue and in the area of 
what is now Bypass Road.

A Vinton plat map of the 
River Park area dated April 
1987 shows that Gerald 
“Skippy” Clark and his wife 
Doris, Walter and Mary 
Darnell, Paul and Nancy 
Th ompson, Robert and 
Gayle Obenchain, and the 
Joe Clasby family owned 
the properties on the edges 
of what is now River Park 
Shopping Center.

Bypass Road, which 
connects Hardy Road and 
Route 24/Washington Av-
enue, was built in 1969. A 
couple of the families lost 
land for construction of the 
highway–Gayle Obenchain 
says that her family lost half 
of their acreage for the proj-
ect. Th e Clasbys lost part of 
their land as well. An earlier 
plan had the Bypass Road 
being farther down Hardy 
Road, at Feather Road, but 
ultimately it was built in 

the present location.
Gayle Obenchain says 

she grew up there where 
her grandparents had their 
homeplace on Washing-
ton Avenue, built in 1923. 
Th at’s where she still lives 
today. Her grandfather was 
Vinton barber “Tabby” 
Jones, a direct descendant 
of Vinton founding father, 
Nicholas Vinyard. Th e 
family had a big garden, a 
chicken house, two horses, 
and some fruit trees. She 
recalls the children in the 
area playing in the fi eld. 

“Growing up, we were 
all over this neighborhood 
playing,” Obenchain re-
members.  “We had great 
fun.”

Th e Clasby property 
joined the Obenchain 
property. Th at property is 
where O’Reilly’s and Mem-
ber One now stand. 

“Th e Clasby land might 
have been farmed before 
my time, but it was just a 
fi eld when I was young,” 
said Obenchain. “Mr. 
Clasby let my father use 
it for a riding ring for our 
two horses. Mrs. Clasby 
was known for her green 
thumb. Th ey said she could 
make a stick grow.”

Th e section of the bot-
tom land where Big Lots 
now stands was owned by 

Bypass Road, which connects Hardy Road and 
Washington Avenue, was built  in 1969. River Park 
Shopping Center was built about 20 years later.

Before development, the River Park Shopping Center 
area was fields and farmland.

 PHOTOS FROM THE VINTON MESSENGER ARCHIVE
 River Park Shopping Center in June 1989, soon after it 
was completed with Winn Dixie as the anchor tenant.

Big Lots at River Park today.

the Clarks and the Th omp-
sons. Th e Th ompson’s 
property was mainly a bot-
tom fi eld and was earlier 
owned by Early and Nancy 
Fielder, Obenchain’s great-
aunt and -uncle. 

Paul Th ompson 
was well known for his 
Th ompson’s Meat Market 
business, located in Vinton 
for 18 years. He previously 
managed the meat depart-
ment at Vinton’s Mick or 
Mack and decided to move 
his family to Vinton to be 
closer to work, but then 
decided to open a business 
of his own. He bought 
three acres of land in 1973 
and did extensive renova-
tions to the house already 
on the property. His wife 
Nancy owned and operat-
ed Jolly Tours, a bus tour-
ing company, for 18 years, 
traveling the country, ar-
ranging and guiding nine 
trips a year ranging from 
three to 21 days in length. 
Her husband accompanied 
her on the tours.

Nancy Th ompson re-
calls buying and renovat-
ing their home, raising 
their sons, and living there 
for over 18 years. Her sons, 
Keith, Doug, and Dean 
enjoyed riding their mo-
torcycles from the circular 
driveway at the front of 
their home down to the 
fi eld and back. Th ey were 
friends with Obenchain’s 
sons and spent a lot of time 
playing together.

Th e Th ompsons were 
approached by the devel-
opers, Lat Purser and As-
sociates Inc. of Charlotte, 
who wanted to purchase 
two acres of their land 
for the shopping center 
project and Winn Dixie. 
Originally the fi rm was 
not interested in purchas-
ing their home and the 

one acre of property lo-
cated on along Washing-
ton Avenue, but then had 
a change of heart. Th e plan 
became to demolish the 
house and build the access 
road which now runs from 
Washington Avenue down 
to the shopping center. Th e 
Th ompsons fi nally agreed 
to consider the proposal, 
“if the price was right.”

Eventually Th ompson 
sold the meat market and 
retired. 

Th e Clarks ended up 
selling the developers 10 
acres of their land where 
they had one of the only 
farms in Vinton at the 
time. Clark remembers 
raising 12 cows, goats, rab-
bits, and a big garden. Th e 
Clarks had a large three-
story home and then a 
smaller home behind the 
Masonic Lodge.

Th e shopping center de-
velopers planned a space of 
52,470 square feet at River 
Park, with 328 parking 
spaces. Revco Drug was 
another tenant with space 
for 10 small shops when it 
opened.

In 1989, Th e Vinton 
Messenger ran an article 
stating that “the town is 
being overrun by new con-
struction,” with the River 
Park center being built, a 
new Kroger at Lake Drive, 
and construction of Wil-
liam Byrd Middle School, 
to name just a few projects 
from that year.

Now there is no more 
fi eld, no farmland, but a 
shopping center with a 
new lease on life thanks to 
the Wilkinson Group of 
developers and Big Lots.

Thanks to the Vinton 
History Museum and Judy 
Cunningham for help with 

research on this article.
PHOTO COURTESY OF ROANOKE COUNTY 

Aerial view of River Park Shopping Center before recent 
renovations.

River Park Shopping Center
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Martha Gilly Wells
Martha Gilly Wells, 86, of Bedford passed 

away on March 10, 2021. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, 

John B. Gilly and Rena Parsons Gilly, and 
her husband, C. Ray Wells. 

Martha is survived by her children, Jona-
than Wells (Lisa), Jennifer Cochran (Shane), 
and Joseph Wells (Diane), and two grand-

children. 
Th ere will be no services at this time. A 

celebration of life will be held at a later date. 
In lieu of fl owers, memorial contributions 

may be made to Lake Christian Ministries. 
Th arp Funeral Home & Crematory, Bed-

ford, assisted the family. To send online con-
dolences, please visit tharpfuneralhome.com.

Clarence “Pangy” Mullins
Clarence “Pangy” Mul-

lins, 84, of Vinton, passed 
away at his home on Sunday, 
March 7, 2021.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Frank and 
Audrey Furrow Mullins; 
and his sister, Estelle Mullins 
Stump; and brother-in-law, 
Melvin Stump.

Clarence leaves behind 
many special neighbors 
and friends who made his 
last years at home possible. 
Many thanks to Medi-Hospice for their 

outstanding care.
Graveside Services were 

conducted at 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, March 10, at 
Mountain View Cemetery 
in Vinton. In lieu of fl owers, 
you may donate to Feeding 
Southwest Virginia or to the 
charity of your choice.

Arrangements were en-
trusted to Oakey’s Funeral 
Service - Vinton Chapel, 
982-2221. Online condo-
lences may be shared with 

the family at www.oakeys.com.

OBITUARIES

get around! Additionally, as the 
town rebuilds, recovers, and spurs 
economic growth in the wake of 
COVID-19, a new study from 
Emory University fi nds that e-
scooter programs drive signifi cant 
consumer spending in towns and 
cities, which could greatly help lo-
cal Vinton businesses.” 

According to the company’s 
website, “Bird’s mission is to make 
cities more livable by reducing car 
usage, traffi  c, and carbon emis-
sions.”

Th e Bird e-scooters are de-
scribed as “dockless,” which sim-
ply means they can be left any-
where. You don’t have to go to a 
particular place to rent one. You 
either happen upon one or you 
use an in-app map to fi nd the 
nearest Bird. When you’re done, 
you park it at your destination. 
You don’t need to fi nd a rack to 
park them–unlike the bikeshare 
program. 

Th e Town of Vinton has been 
preparing for an infl ux of e-scoot-
ers since before the pandemic. 
According to Vinton Principal 
Planner Nathan McClung, who 
is facilitating the program with 
Bird, the town has adopted a set of 
regulations for “Dockless Mobility 
Operations.”

McClung himself has devel-
oped a ““Scoot S.A.F.E Vinton” 
campaign, emphasizing the most 
important safety tips for e-scooter 
use, to be shared on the town’s 
website and through social media. 

Th e “S.A.F.E.” acronym stands 
for:

S: Signal, use hand signals be-
fore turning

A: Always wear a helmet, 
F: leave Four feet of sidewalk 

space when parking, and 
E: ride as closely as safely prac-

ticable to the right curb or Edge of 
the street.

McClung says the major rules 
when using these devices in the 
Town of Vinton include:

Before turning or altering the 
course of operation of any device, 
the operator shall use hand signals 
to indicate the direction in which 
it is intended to proceed.

Use of helmets is strongly en-
couraged for all users. 

Bicycles and e-scooters shall be 
parked in such a manner as to pro-
vide a four-foot pedestrian clear 
zone area in the sidewalk.

Stand-up electric scooters are to 
stay to the right of street lanes and 
to off er the right of way to bicycles 
on bike lanes and bike paths.

Users must not ride on side-
walks, trails, or greenways and 
must yield to pedestrians at cross-
walks.

Operation by anyone less than 
16 years old is prohibited. 

All users must carry a govern-
ment-issued photo ID when oper-
ating a device. 

Users shall ride on streets and, 
where available, in bike lanes.

Parking must be done in desig-
nated areas.

Wearing headphones on or in 
both ears while riding a bicycle or 
scooter is prohibited.

Operating a shared mobility 
device while texting or while un-
der the infl uence of alcohol is pro-
hibited. 

Th e town manager, or the man-
ager’s designee, reserves the right 
to determine certain blocks where 
e-scooter parking is prohibited.

E-scooters shall not be parked 
adjacent to or within: transit 
zones, including bus stops, shel-
ters, passenger waiting areas and 
bus layover and staging zones, ex-
cept at existing bicycle racks; load-
ing zones; disabled parking zones; 
street furniture that requires 
pedestrian access (for example - 
benches, parking pay stations, bus 
shelters, transit information signs, 
etc.); curb ramps; entryways; and 
driveways.

Any shareable mobility device 
found to be in violation is subject 
to removal; the permittee must 
pay a fee for each scooter removed 
and for storage.

“We really want to emphasize 
that users must leave  four feet of 
sidewalk space  for pedestrians 
when parking,” said McClung. 
“Th ey have to park them on hard 
surfaces that do not impede the 
public right-of-way. Bicycles and 
e-scooters shall not be parked in 
such a manner as to impede or in-
terfere with any fi re hydrant, call 
box, or other emergency facility; 
bus stops; or utility pole or box; or 
the reasonable use of any commer-
cial window display or access to or 
from any building. Also, they can-
not be driven on the greenways 
anywhere in the Roanoke Valley.”

E-scooter drivers must: 
Comply with traffi  c signals. 
Keep their hands on the han-

dlebars. 
Stay off  sidewalks.
Refrain from reckless driving

E-scooters from page 1

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF VINTON
Here are some tips from Vinton’s Principal Planner Nathan 
McClung on how to “Scoot Safely.”

Refrain from carrying other 
persons.

Refrain from holding onto a 
moving vehicle.

Th e Bird company also has 
some guidelines to share with 
riders for their own safety, public 
safety, and to safeguard the equip-
ment:  

When parking Birds, park out 
of the right of way, ensuring that 
sidewalks, driveways, and fi re hy-
drants are accessible. 

Be sure the kickstand is secure-
ly in the down position so that the 
Bird stays upright.

Avoid uneven surfaces like 
grass or gravel. 

Bird operates in over 100 cit-
ies around the world, as well as on 
nearly 40 university campuses in 
the United States. While most of 
its markets are in the U.S., Bird 
can also be found throughout 
Europe and in Chile, Israel, and 
Mexico. 

In 2018, Time Maga-
zine named Bird as one of its “50 
Genius Companies,” commend-
ing its contribution to the “’fi rst 
mile, last mile” problem in trans-
portation. 

For inquiries or questions, 
contact Nathan McClung at 540-
283-7009 or by email at nmc-
clung@vintonva.gov.

band director this year with 
Denise Aspell as assistant 
director.

Plybon says that band 
numbers are a little lower 
this year—with member-
ship in the 60s; however, 
they have added some new 
students to the band.

Th ere is a Color Guard, 
fewer in number as well, 
that has been practicing 

on a weekly basis all school 
year—unlike the marching 
band, that has had three in-
person practices as an en-
tire group this school year. 
Th e drumline has prac-
ticed separately as a group, 
along with sections such as 
trumpets, low brass, wood-
winds, etc.

At this week’s practice, 
Plybon’s request to band 

members was that they 
“play as loud as you can 
without making a bad 
sound. If you’re not play-
ing loud in marching band, 
you’re not having fun.”

He also reminded them 
to “bring the excitement 
and play with heart.”

“Th e kids have been do-
ing really well, especially 
considering they haven’t 

Byrd Band from page 1

been able to practice to-
gether,” Plybon said. 

Th eir plight is similar to 
every other marching band 
in the region this year as 
“no one is marching.”

Th e school, the com-
munity, the band, and its 
directors have sorely missed 
hearing and watching the 
band perform this year.

Plybon pointed out his 
belief that, “Marching band 
makes you a better person.” 

You learn teamwork and 
cooperation, hard work 
and perseverance, how to 
be part of something big-
ger than yourself, respon-
sibility, the value of com-
munity, in addition to the 
fact that it has been proven 
that playing music makes 
your brain grow and de-
velop. He also mentioned 
that the band practice was 
one of the happiest days he 
has experienced in the past 

pandemic year.

Vinton Town Council elections shift from May to November
Gov. Ralph Northam has 

signed a law moving munici-
pal elections in Virginia from 
May to the general election in 
November. The law will take 
effect on January 1, 2022 and 
will shift Town Council elec-
tions in the Town of Vinton.

The first election to be af-
fected will be the council elec-
tion originally scheduled for 
May 2022 in which the seats 
currently held by Vice Mayor 
Sabrina McCarty and Coun-
cilman Mike Stovall are up 
for election. The bill extends 
their terms, which would 
have ended on June 30, 2022 
through the November 2022 
election.

Senate Bill 1157 was intro-
duced in the General Assem-
bly by Senator Lionel Spruill 
who represents parts of Nor-
folk and Chesapeake. His 
reasoning was that moving 
local elections to November 
will increase voter turnout by 
shifting elections to a day that 
is already a holiday and more 

recognized by voters used to 
voting for high-profile of-
fices, including members of 
the General Assembly, gover-
nors, Congress, and the Presi-
dent. He believes consolidat-
ing voting in Virginia to one 
November date will be more 
convenient and accessible for 
voters, and more cost efficient 
for taxpayers.

That’s exactly the problem, 
according to many local offi-
cials—that local issues will be 
lost in the brouhaha of state 
and national issues.

The bill was passed in the 
state Senate in January with 
a tie-breaking vote from Lt. 
Gov. Justin Fairfax and passed 
the House by a vote of 50-44 
in February.

Beginning in 2022, the 16 
cities and 107 Virginia towns 
still holding elections in May 
will conduct them in No-
vember. This affects not just 
Vinton, but Rocky Mount, 
Boones Mill, Pulaski, and 
over a dozen other towns in 

Southwest Virginia. Esti-
mates are that this will affect 
over 1 million voters.

Opponents, which have in-
cluded elected town leaders, 
say they worry national poli-
tics would overshadow local 
races that enjoy a tradition of 
debates focused on topics like 
waste disposal, public trans-
portation and neighborhood 
issues.

The new law states: “Any 
city or town charter, or any 
other provision of law, general 
or special, beginning with any 
election held after January 1, 
2022, elections for mayor, 
members of a local governing 
body, or members of an elect-
ed school board shall be held 
at the time of the November 
general election for terms to 
commence January 1.”

It further states, “That any 
city or town currently provid-
ing for the election of its may-
or, governing body, or school 
board at a May election shall, 
by ordinance, provide for the 

transition of such elections 
to the November general 
election date. No term of a 
mayor, a member of coun-
cil, or a member of a school 
board shall be shortened in 
implementing the change to 
the November election date. 
Mayors and members of a 
council or school board who 
were elected at a May general 
election and whose terms are 
to expire as of June 30 shall 
continue in office until their 
successors have been elected 
at the November general elec-
tion and have been qualified 
to serve.”

When the bill was intro-
duced, the Virginia Munici-
pal League expressed its op-
position to changing charters 
for localities, like Vinton, 
that still hold May elections. 
Its stance is that May elec-
tions keep local races separate 
from state and national races 
and issues and limit partisan-
ship. 

Vinton Town Council 

members had earlier ex-
pressed their opposition to 
moving the elections for that 
reason.

In a press release, the VML 
stated, “The coincidence of 
local elections with those 
at the state and federal level 
inherently raises the level of 
partisanship of all elections, 
regardless of whether can-
didates are running without 
any party affiliation. By the 
same token, it introduces par-
tisan politics to nonpartisan 
local issues; political parties 
make little difference when it 
comes to community projects 
like paving roads and keeping 
the streetlights on. This also 
raises the cost of campaigning 
for local candidates--especial-
ly for candidates new to the 
field–who have to compete 
for name recognition from 
the bottom of an even longer 
ballot.”

Only an ordinance will be 
needed by Town Council to 
adopt the new law.
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - lo-
cated at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Tra-
ditional Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 
10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.
sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In 
Roanoke, go E on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 
4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. 
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional 
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, 
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Wor-
ship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 
6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Wash-
ington Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. 
Travis Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary 
Service 8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Tra-
ditional Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  
Family Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., 
Children’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 
6:30 p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 10 a.m.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3679 Sandlewood Road, Roanoke VA 
24018, (540) 206-6160. Repent & Be Baptized… 
Acts 2:38. Come study the Bible with us! Sunday 
Bible Study 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m., www.christianchurchof-
christclearbrook.org

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is 
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 

1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James 
B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Wor-
ship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 

Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-
mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev. 
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School 
- 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children -
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Vinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
Directory

Holy or Common
Read Ezekiel 44:1 through 46:24
 At a church harvest festival, rain chased the activities into 
the building. Games, food, and a petting zoo found new lo-
cations throughout the church’s hallways and rooms. During 
the evening, some of the animals soiled the  oor.
  Training the animals to respect the church property takes 
time and effort. For a believer, growing in holiness takes 
time and effort as well.
 “They are to teach my people the difference between the 
holy and the common and show them how to distinguishbe-
tween the unclean and the clean” (Ezekiel 44:23).
 The Holy Spirit gives Christians the ability to determine 
what is holy. This is a process. God does not download ev-
ery life situation and its proper response into a believer’s 
mind. Through godly teaching and a searching of the Word, 
understanding grows. An important step in this process is 
identity. A believer must recognize that he or she is Christ’s 
holy dwelling place and live accordingly.
 Thought for Today: Discern what is holy. Send the com-
mon out to the barn.            Quicklook: Ezekiel 44:15–23

Vinton Big Lots celebrates grand opening

Th e new Big Lots in Vinton 
celebrated its grand opening on 
Saturday, March 13. Due to health 
restrictions from the pandemic, 
management chose a low-key 
event—not the usual ceremony 
with local offi  cials off ering speech-
es, a ribbon-cutting, and crowds of 
guests. Store Manager Jeff  Greene, 
Furniture Lead Barry Silver, and 
District Training Manager Brad 
Dillon did cut a ribbon of sorts—a 
cash register tape.

Th ere has been a Big Lots store 
in Vinton for 31 years located at 
Lake Drive Plaza. Th e store does a 
booming business; that led to the 
need for a larger space. Fortunately, 
the Wilkinson Group of develop-
ers were renovating River Park 
Shopping Center and welcomed 
Big Lots as their anchor tenant.   

Jeff  Greene has been general 
manager of the Vinton Big Lots 
for 27 and a half years. Several of 

their employees have been on the 
team in Vinton for over 20 years. 
Th e new store will add about 10 
positions to make a total of 35 em-
ployees.

Renovations got underway in 
the fall of 2020 with the intention 
of creating a “store of the future.”

Big Lots District Manager Terra 
Breeding says that the building was 
just a shell when renovations began 
and has been completely redone 
inside and out with a new façade, 
improvements to the parking lot, 
and a sales fl oor of about 39,000 
square feet. Th e centerpiece of the 
new store—and the fi rst thing 
you notice on entering—is the 
7,000-square-foot furniture pad, 
one of the largest in any Virginia 
Big Lots location.

Th e store is now able to off er 
outdoor, living room, bedroom, 
dining room, and offi  ce furniture, 
including the Broyhill brand.

Big Lots defi nes itself as a 
“unique, non-traditional, discount 
retailer,” off ering an extensive as-

sortment of brand-name items 
and products including food, sea-
sonal items, electronics, accessories, 
kitchen equipment, dinnerware, 
linens, bedding, mattresses, patio 
and garden supplies, home décor, 
toys, gifts, personal care, pet sup-
plies, and apparel.

Hours of operation are Monday 
through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 
9 p.m.

Th e River Park Shopping Cen-
ter was constructed in 1988. A 
Winn-Dixie grocery originally oc-
cupied the anchor space until it 
closed in 2005. Super Dollar Dis-
count Foods moved in in 2008. 
Th e new Big Lots is one-third big-
ger than the Super Dollar grocery.

Big Lots had its origins back in 
1967 when Sol Shenk founded 
Consolidated International Inc. 
He is considered one of the true 
visionaries in the discount retail 
marketplace.

Shenk loved making “crazy 
closeout deals,” particularly on 

auto parts and vehicles. Th e com-
pany launched the Odd Lots/Big 
Lots closeout chain in 1982. Over 
the years the chain grew to include 
Big Lots, Odd Lots, Mac Frugal’s 
Bargains, Closeouts, and Pic ‘N’ 
Save.

In 2001 all of the stores were 
converted to the single Big Lots na-
tional brand with their headquar-
ters in Columbus, Ohio. Accord-
ing to their website, their mission 
is: “We help people live BIG and 
save LOTS.”

Big Lots operates over 1,400 
stores in 47 states across the nation; 
there are four in the Roanoke Val-
ley alone, on Hershberger Road in 
Roanoke, in Salem, and at Cave 
Spring, in addition to the Vinton 
location. Th ere are about 40 stores 
in Virginia.

It is a publicly traded company 
on the New York Stock Exchange 
with annual revenues exceeding $5 
billion.

“We are excited for the reloca-
tion of the Vinton Big Lots to 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTO S BY TERRA BREEDING
The new Vinton Big Lots will employ about 35 people. Shown left to right are Lori, Kevin, Jennifer, 
Jeff, Barry, Lynn, Lewis, and Teresa.

Big Lots has moved to a newly renovated and much more spacious 
location in Vinton at River Park Shopping Center. They celebrated 
with their grand opening on March 13. In lieu of the traditional 
ribbon cutting, employees cut a cash register tape for the 
occasion. Shown left to right are Furniture Lead Barry Silver, Store 
Manager Jeff Greene, and District Training Manager Brad Dillon.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Vinton Big Lots moved from Lake Drive Plaza to a newly 
renovated and much larger space as the anchor tenant at River 
Park Shopping Center.

The increased space at the new Big Lots enables the store to focus 
on furniture. In fact, it’s the centerpiece of the store. District 
Manager Terra Breeding and Store Manager Jeff Greene welcomed 
customers to the grand opening on March 12.

River Park Shopping Center,” said 
Vinton Town Manager Pete Peters. 
“Both developer Dale Wilkinson 
and Big Lots have invested a sig-
nifi cant amount of new capital 
into the building and infrastruc-
ture, and it is always great to see 
older properties being renovated 
and create new leasing options to 
support and grow our small-town 
economy. 

“Big Lots provides a 
great  and popular shopping 
option for the Vinton commu-
nity and this new location will 
provide for a much larger foot-
print and off er more variety for 
their customers,” Peters added. 
“Th e foot traffi  c that this new 
location will generate will also 
help breathe new life into the 
shopping center as a whole and 
will become the anchor tenant 
that River Park has been miss-
ing for the last several years. It 
will help attract new businesses 
and retain the smaller retail and 
service industry shops to fi ll out 
that space.” 

Currently, other tenants in-
clude Pizza Hut, Dollar Gener-
al, and the Defy Gravity Train-
ing Center.

“Another benefi t of Big Lots 
relocating is that it has freed up 
a space a Lake Drive and that 
appears to have already been se-
cured for a new national retail-
er to our community that will 
hopefully be another destina-
tion for shoppers coming into 
Vinton that did not exist previ-
ously. All in all, this is a great 
project all around for our town 
and will result in a net increase 
in retail,” Peters said.
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With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

If you are or will be serving as the Personal 
Representative of an estate, we have the experience 

and knowledge to help you in this process.

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states.   Aff ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
"mailto:landonc@vpa.net" 
landonc@vpa.net

FARM EQUIPMENT

OWN LAND IN VIRGINIA? Our 

Hunters will Pay Top $$$ to 
lease your land. Call now for 
free info packet 1-866-309-
1507 www.BaseCampLeas-
ing.com / Ref# VA11721

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 

so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off  Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-6667

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. FREE 
design consultation. En-
joy your shower again! Call 
1-866-854-7620 today to see 
how you can save $1,000 
on installation, or visit  HY-
PERLINK "http://www.new-
showerdeal.com/vapress" 
www.newshowerdeal.com/
vapress

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other states. 
Aff ordable Print and Dig-

ital Solutions to reach Home-
owners.  Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
"mailto:landonc@vpa.net" 
landonc@vpa.net 

LIVESTOCK SALES

G&E Virginia Premium As-
sured Heifer/Cow Sale. March 
27th, 2021 12:00 noon. G&E 
Test Center Gretna, VA. Call 
George Winn at 434-489-
4458.

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:   Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Aff ordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services  804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
"mailto:landonc@vpa.net" 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D IVORCE -Uncontes ted , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion 

time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  HY-
PERLINK "https://hiltonoliv-
erattorneyva.com" https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other fi nal ex-
penses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-
509-1697 or visit www.Life-
55plus.info/vapress

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS
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A GREAT DEAL IN
 THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

Yard Sales - Salem

2 Day Moving Sale 
March 19, 2021

March 20, 2021

  
March 19, 2021 - 
March 20, 2021

Acreage & Lots

Land for Sale 

Auctions

PUBLIC NOTICE 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

INSURANCE 
OFFICE HIRING 

Job Opening: 

Now Hiring 
Dishwasher at the 
Swinging Bridge 

Restaurant in Paint 
Bank. 

Melissa@paintbank 
generalstore.com

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Help Wanted - 
General

ADVERTISE!

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No.CL21000021-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21000326-00 

Public Auction 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

NOTICE: 

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE COUNTY 
OF BOTETOURT  

Case No. CL20-1238 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Radford

LEGAL NOTICE 
Tyler Avenue/East Main 

Street Connector   
Phase 1 

City of Radford 
Notice of Public Review 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - City of 
Salem

IN THE COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS 

OF THE 26TH 
JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT 

COLUMBIA 
COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA  

NOTICE  

AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT OF 
1990  
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1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 

 License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

newshowerdeal.com/vapress | 866-854-7620

CALL TODAY

ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER

IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

Award-winning historic rehab w/ unique value-add opportunity! 93% occupied. 
Prime location near popular attractions and Averett Univ. Riverview Campus.
Details at  VAAF501

AUCTION

74 UNIT
APARTMENT
COMMUNITY

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Tuesday, March 30, 2021, 
at 7:00 p.m.

6:15 
p.m.

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
COMPLY WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

MAKE AN

“A”
IN ADVERTISING!

To place 
your ad, 

call 389-9355

ADVERTISE!

 New Year’s resolutions can 
serve as valuable motivational tools 
as people look to make positive 
changes in their lives. Health-relat-
ed goals like quitting smoking and 
losing weight annually appear at or 
near the top of lists documenting 
the most popular resolutions. But 
many people also see New Year’s 
resolutions as a great vehicle to 
kick-start positive changes in their 
professional lives.
 According to Statista, fi nd-
ing a new job was the eighth most 
popular New Year’s resolution in 
2019. And fi nding a new job fi g-
ures to be an even more common 
resolution for 2021, as the global 
COVID-19 pandemic of 2020 has 
sparked a recession that saw mil-
lions of people across the globe lose 
their jobs.
 Professionals who want to 
switch careers in the near future 
may want to consider professions 
that are expected to experience sig-
nifi cant growth in the years ahead. 
According to the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, demand for the follow-
ing professionals is expected to 
grow considerably between now 
and 2029.
 • Wind turbine service techni-
cians - Expected growth (between 
2019 and 2029): 60.7 percent
 • Nurse practitioners - Expect-
ed growth: 52.4 percent
 • Solar photovoltaic installers - 
Expected growth: 50.5 percent
 • Occupational therapy assist-
ants - Expected growth: 34.6 per-
cent
 • Statisticians - Expected 
growth: 34.6 percent
 • Home health and personal 
care aides - Expected growth: 33.7 
percent
 • Physical therapist assistants - 
Expected growth: 32.6 percent
 • Medical and health services 
managers - Expected growth: 31.5 
percent
 • Physician assistants - Expect-
ed growth: 31.3 percent
 • Information security analysts 
- Expected growth: 31.2 percent

Professions that may 
be thriving in 2030

Did you know? 
 Th e offi  cial beginning of spring is a highly anticipated day among 
people who can’t wait to put away their winter coats and soak up some 
warm sunlight. But the day of the spring equinox is just as worthy of 
celebration for its uniqueness as it is for its symbolic connection with the 
end of winter. 
 According to the Old Farmer’s Almanac, on the spring equinox, 
which is sometimes referred to as the “vernal equinox” or the “March 
equinox,” the sun crosses the celestial equator going south to north. 
Equinoxes (there’s another one in September each year) are the only two 
times a year that the sun rises due east and sets due west for everyone on 
Earth. 
 As the sun passes overhead on the equinox, the tilt of Earth is zero 
relative to the sun. Th at means that the planet’s axis neither points to-
ward or away from the sun. Th ough it’s understandable why so many 
people appreciate the spring equinox, which ushers in increasing sun-
light hours and later sunsets, the day’s uniqueness makes it even more 
worthy of celebration. Th is year the spring equinox happens on Satur-
day, March 20 at 5:37 a.m. EDT in the northern hemisphere.

 March may be most synonymous with the 
start of spring and St. Patrick’s Day, but there’s 
much more to the third month of the calendar 
year. Th e following are notable events that oc-
curred between March 1 and March 31 through-
out history.
 • March 1: Th e Articles of Confederation are 
established in 1791. Nine years later, Congress 
would authorize the fi rst United States Census on 
this date.
 • March 2: Fans are treated to a sci-fi  master-
piece when images of a giant gorilla fi rst appear in 
the fi lm “King Kong,” which premiered in New 
York in 1933.
 • March 3: Telephone inventor Alexander 
Graham Bell is born in Edinburgh, Scotland. 
In March of 1876, he electronically transmitted 
sounds.
 • March 4: In 1681, King Charles II of Eng-
land grants a large parcel of land in the New 
World to William Penn to settle an outstanding 
debt. Th at area would later become Pennsylvania.
 • March 5: Th e Boston Massacre occurs in 
1770.
 • March 6: Fort Alamo falls to Mexican 
troops led by General Santa Anna in 1836.
 • March 7: Th e Beatles release the album 
“Past Masters, Volumes 1 & 2” in 1988.
 • March 8: Th e New York Stock Exchange is 
founded in 1817.
 • March 9: In 1864, Ulysses S. Grant is com-
missioned as a lieutenant general and becomes 
commander of the Union armies.
 • March 10: Daniel Boone begins his expedi-
tion of Kentucky in 1775.
 • March 11: Th e Lend-Lease program begins 
in 1941, enabling Britain to receive American 
supplies.
 • March 12: Th e island of Bermuda is colo-
nized by the British in 1609.
 • March 13: Sir William Herschel discovers 
Uranus in 1781.
 • March 14: Albert Einstein is born in Ger-
many in 1879.
 • March 15: Julius Caesar is assassinated, 

Historical events throughout 
the month of March

March
The month of

fulfi lling the prediction of “Beware the Ides of 
March.”
 • March 16: Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “Th e 
Scarlett Letter” is published in 1850.
 • March 17: Golda Meir becomes the 
prime minister of Israel in 1969.
 • March 18: In 1974, the fi ve-month Arab 
oil embargo against the United States is lifted.
 • March 19: In 1965, teenage diver E. Lee 
Spence discovers the wreck of the Confederate 
cruiser the S.S. Georgiana, which is valued at 
more than $50 million.
 • March 20: In 1852, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” 
is fi rst published.
 • March 21: Johann Sebastian Bach is born 
in Germany in 1685.
 • March 22: In 1765 the Stamp Act was 
approved.
 • March 23: Patrick Henry utters “Give me 
liberty, or give me death” in 1775.
 • March 24: In 1988, the Exxon Valdez 
spills 11 million gallons of oil.
 • March 25: RCA fi rst produces color TVs 
in 1954.
 • March 26: Playwright Tennessee Wil-
liams is born in 1911.
 • March 27: Juan Ponce de Leon sees Flor-
ida in 1513.
 • March 28: In 1979, a nuclear power plant 
on Th ree Mile Island overheats.
 • March 29: Future U.S. president John 
Tyler is born in 1790.
 • March 30: Vincent Van Gogh is born in 
Holland in 1853.
 • March 31: “Oklahoma!” opens on Broad-
way in 1943. 
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The William Byrd cross country team took the gun for the first time last week 
as the Terriers raced at Waid Park in Franklin County. Lord Botetourt swept the 
boys’ and girls’ meets in the four-school event while Northside and host Franklin 
County also joined the Terriers in Rocky Mount.

For the  girls, freshman Claire  Glover, a newcomer to the team, led the way 
for the  Lady Terriers with a fourth place finish in 22:55. The overall winner was 
Addie Shorter of Franklin County in 20:12.

“Claire has been running on the Wolf Creek Greenway all summer,” said Byrd 
coach Eric Royal. “Several people, especially my father, said they had seen a 
young runner regularly putting in miles.  It showed up Wednesday with a solid 
time for a fairly difficult course.”

Byrd also took the next two spots as Maci Glass was fifth in 23:34 and Olivia 
Hurd was sixth at 23:45. Emma Gordon, fresh off her performance in the 500 
meters at the state indoor meet, was 19th in 25:09 and Kelsey Roth rounded out 
the scoring in 26:12, finishing 24th among 45 girls in the 5,000 meter race.

On the boys side Ryan Krawczyk was the top Terrier, placing 14th in 19:51. 
The winning time was 17:06 by Franklin County’s Nathan Atchue.

Byrd’s next runner across the line was Dakota Bell in 24th place. Kollin 
Slusher was 28th, freshman Reagan Lilley was 30th and Brayden McCulloch was 
35th. There were 42 runners competing in the boys race.

“It has been a difficult off-season trying to stay positive about the unknown, 
while dealing with keeping the interest up with the runners,” said Royal. “A year 
ago when we shut down for Covid-19, running was my outlet to escape the day 
to day monotony of quarantine. I encouraged the team to do the same.  As school 
started and not truly knowing how and if sports would take place, this weighed 
heavy on our enthusiasm. But, as it is said, runners run!”

The Terriers were rescheduled to return to action Wednesday with a four-team 
meet at Greenfield Park in Daleville, hosted by Lord Botetourt. The meet, moved 
from Thursday due a threat of inclement weather, also included Northside and 
Hidden Valley. 

Byrd runners open season in Franklin County

Thursday night football is coming to Vinton. 
William Byrd will host Patrick County tonight at 7 
pm at Patterson Stadium in what shapes up to be a 
very important game for the Terriers.

Why Thursday night? Well, it’s a long story and 
has everything to do with the coronavirus pandemic. 
Byrd was originally scheduled to play William 
Fleming this week, but when the Roanoke County 
School Board determined county schools could only 
play within the county, that was off. Then, when the 
board reversed their decision, Fleming had already 
scheduled Spotswood for this Friday. Ironically, 
Byrd was supposed to open with Spotswood but also 
lost that game due to the county’s initial ruling.

So, Byrd athletic director Jason Taylor lined up 
a game with Martinsville this week, but only if the 
Bulldogs could meet COVID requirements. They 
didn’t, and that sent Jason scrambling again. He 
came up with Patrick County, a Class 2 school from 
the Piedmont District. The game was scheduled 
for tonight because the Cougars have a game with 
Bassett next Tuesday.

Patrick County is 0-2 thus far. Byrd coach Brad 
Lutz says they’re a lot better than their record indi-
cates.

“They’re another solid opponent for us,” he said. 
“Their schedule is tough like ours, and they are bat-
tle tested because of the strength of their schedule. 
They are big, physical, and experienced. They have 
a lot of multisport athletes at the skill positions and 
a large group of returning seniors.”

Byrd needs a win tonight. The top four teams in 
each region make the playoffs this year instead of 
the usual eight due to the pandemic, and Byrd is 
currently sitting  fourth in Region 3D. The Terriers 
have a Virginia High School League point rating of 
17.3 and Northside is lurking closely behind in fifth 
place at 17.0, although the Vikings have played just 
one game thus far due to COVID. Bassett(1-1) is 
sixth and Cave Spring(1-2) is seventh.

Lord Botetourt(3-0) has a healthy lead in the 
Region 3D ranking with a point rating of 24.6, fol-
lowed by Carroll County(4-0) at 22.0. Abingdon(3-0) 
is third at 21.3.

The Terriers got a first hand look at why Lord 
Botetourt is top-ranked when they visited Daleville 
last Friday. In a brutal hitting game that featured(?) 
numerous personal fouls the host Cavaliers took a 
55-13 win.

“Both teams played a physical, hard fought game,” 
said Lutz.

Botetourt rolled to a 33-0 lead by the half, and the 
only reason the second half didn’t start with a run-
ning clock was due to an El-Amin Shareef sack on 
a two-point conversion try on LB’s fifth touchdown, 
just before intermission. It would have been easy for 
the Terriers to mail in the second half at that point, 
but they never stopped fighting and found some life 
in the passing game in the second half.

Dylan Hatfield finished 15 for 29 passing for 276 
yards, mostly after halftime. That’s a new school 
record for passing yards in a single game. Shareef 

had 85 yards on catches, Jeff Williams had 84, Isaac 
Fix had 72 and Ethan Tinsley had 32. Williams and 
Tinsley had touchdown catches. 

  “They have eight scholarship football players on 
their defense and most of them play on the defensive 
line and at linebacker,” said Lutz. “We struggled to 
run the football, but we emphasize the importance of 
being able to run and pass. We leaned on our pass-
ing game, and we were able to produce 276 yards of 
passing offense and a couple touchdowns.”

After a very physical game Byrd had a short 
week to prepare for Patrick, but such is life during 
COVID.

“During the last year, our players and coaches 
have adapted to so many scenarios to prepare for 
this season,” said Lutz. “We have a short week to 
prepare after a very physical game, but our team is 
anxious to get back on the field after a tough loss.”

Ironically, if Byrd can hold the fourth spot their 
first game in the playoffs will likely be a trip back 
to Botetourt. After Thursday the Terriers, now 1-2, 
have scheduled games with Northside and Staunton 
River to finish the regular season. They should be 
favored in both, so running the table is a possibility.

Meanwhile, things look good down on the farm. 
The middle school team is undefeated and the junior 
varsity is 2-1.

“I am very proud of our football family,” said 
Lutz. “Our program is growing and improving every 
week. I am proud of all of the hard work our players 
and coaches are putting in.”

Th ursday Night Football comes to Vinton
Terriers have short week after hard-hitting game with Botetourt

Left, Byrd’s Dylan Hatfield set a school record with 276 yards passing last Friday 
night. Above, Hunter Richards runs down LB tailback Hunter Rice. Below, a masked 
Byrd coach Brad Lutz talks things over with Peyton Fuchs. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Left, William Byrd’s Dustin Richards(#53) drives Lord Botetourt ballcarrier Hunter Rice to the ground in last week’s game in Daleville. Right, Isaac Fix pulls down LB 
quarterback KJ Bratton from behind. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
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The William Byrd vol-
leyball team will attempt 
to sweep Lord Botetourt 
for the first time in recent 
memory tonight when 
they host the Cavaliers, 
beginning with a 5:30 
pm jayvee game. If they 
do so, they’ll remain 
undefeated.

Two weeks ago Byrd 
ended LB’s 56 game 
winning streak when the 
Terriers came from two 
sets down to win a gruel-
ing five-set match. The 
Cavaliers will be out for 
revenge tonight but Byrd 
has not skipped a beat 
since that season open-
ing win. The girls won 
two more matches in the 
past week to improve 
to 4-0 and grab the top 
spot in the Blue Ridge 
District.

Last Thursday in 
Moneta Byrd took care 
of host Staunton River 
in three sets, 25-11, 
25-19 and 25-20. Mattie 
Andrews led the Terriers 
with 11 kills and three 
digs while Ella Ashworth 
had three aces and three 
digs. Carsyn Kotz con-
tributed nine assists to 
go with four digs and 
an ace.

That set up a big 
match Tuesday night in 
Vinton as the only two 
BRD unbeaten teams 
met, Byrd and Franklin 
County. The Eagles 
came out smoking to 
win the first set, 25-22, 
but Byrd evened things 
in the second, 25-17, 
then took the lead with 
a razor-thin 25-23 win in 
the third.

Franklin bounced 
back in the fourth set, 
winning 25-21 to even 
things up. However, the 
Terriers finished strong 
and won the fifth set to 

15, 15-10, to remain undefeated.
“It was truly a team effort,” said coach 

Allison Thornton. “Many of our girls 
shared remarkable stats.”

Andrews had 13 kills and 11 digs while 

Kasey McKee had five serving aces and 
nine kills. Trinity Hylton had a triple 
double with 11 kills, 18 assists and 15 digs. 
Kotz had 24 assists and two aces.

That completed one trip through the 

district for Byrd and thus far it’s been a 
good ride.

“The win puts us in first place but we 
have another big game with LB,” said 
Thornton.

First place Terriers host Lord Botetourt tonight

The William Byrd golfers took their 
turn at hosting a Blue Ridge District 
match and the scores came down on a 
beautiful day Blue Hills.

“We played better at our home match,” 
said coach Scott Whitehead. “The kids 
enjoy playing at Blue Hills.”

Lord Botetourt’s players enjoyed it 
as well as the Cavaliers widened their 
team lead after two rounds of play. After 
getting in 17 holes in the first match at 
Westlake, the BRD golfers scored in just 
nine holes last week before darkness set 
in. Botetourt managed a score of 147, 
followed by Northside’s 164, 166 by 
Franklin County, 175 by host William 
Byrd and 204 by Staunton River.

Once again LB’s Samir Davidov had 
the low score of the day at one-under-par 
34. Byrd’s best score was 43 by senior 
Chris Blankenship, who tied for ninth on 
the day. Evan Mullen, Griffin Horacek 
and freshman Nathan Carter all shot 44 
to round out the Terrier scoring. Koby 
Turner had a 49 and Clayton Gilmore shot 
an even 50.

The Terriers are off this week, although 
the junior varsity team was scheduled to 
tee it up at Hanging Rock on Wednesday. 

Left, Byrd’s Kamryn Sigafoes goes up for a spike. Right, Trinity Hylton(#4) and Amna Becirevic(#12) throw up a block in Byrd’s first match 
with Lord Botetourt. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Scores come down 
at Blue Hills match

Left, Byrd’s Chris Blankenship sinks a short putt at Blue Hills 
last week. Chris had Byrd’s low round. Above, Griffin Horacek 
lines one up. PHOTOS  BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Three William Byrd graduates are playing softball for the University of Lynchburg this year. Left, Bri Hodges is a freshman 
outfielder for the Hornets. She’s played in all 14 games and has driven in five runs. Middle, Lexi Powell is a freshman utility 
player. Lexi has also played in all 14 Lynchburg games and is batting .318 with 10 runs batted in and six runs scored. Right, 
Cassie Powell is a senior pitcher. Cassie has appeared in two games on the mound as the Hornets are 8-6 thus far. Lynchburg 
will be home Sunday to host Christopher Newport in a 2 pm doubleheader and home again next Wednesday, March 24, to 
play an ODAC twin-bill against Randolph-Macon. PHOTOS BY BILLY POWELL

Byrd grads 
play for U of L
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Annual Percentage Yields (APY) are accurate as of March 15, 2021 and are 
subject to change after account opening. Fees may reduce earnings.

gg

1. Account openings are subject to bank approval. This offer applies to new
personal checking customer accounts only and is limited to our Premier, 

p g j pp ppp g j pp pp

Everywhere Connect, or Simple Checking account products. Account 
p g yg y

must be opened between January 2, 2021and December 31, 2021 with
y p g pp g p

the promotional code “UPTO400.” A minimum opening balance of $50 is
p yp y

required for all accounts and funds must not be already on deposit with 
p p gp p g

HomeTrust Bank.
q

You can earn up to $400 when you meet the qualifications for each 
cash bonus reward. See requirements below.

p y qp y

Direct Deposit bonus: Earn $150 for direct deposits totaling $2,500 or more :
across two consecutive statement cycles within the first three statement

p p gp

cycles from account opening. Your direct deposit needs to be regular
yy

monthly income, such as an electronic deposit of your paycheck, pension, 
y p g p gp g p

or government benefits (such as Social Security) from your employer or the
y p y p y pp y p y p

government. Transfers from one account to another or deposits made at a 
g y y p yy y p y

banking location or ATM do not qualify as Direct Deposit.
gg

$10K+ Account Balance bonus: Earn $150 when you deposit and maintain:
a $10,000 minimum daily balance in your new account for the first 90 days. 

y py p

Account must be opened with funds not already on deposit with 
y yy y

HomeTrust Bank.

Debit Card Activity bonus:Earn $100 when you make at least 15 debit card:
purchases equal to, or greater than, $500 in one statement cycle within the

y yy

first three statement cycles.
p q gp q g

210321-778746082

All transactions must post and 
settle to qualify. Bonuses will

pp

be credited to your account
q yq

on the 15th of the month
yy

after each specific bonus
requirement has been met.

p

Bonuses may be credited at 
q

different times depending 
yy

on account activity but will be
p gp g

credited no later than 120 days
yy

from account opening.

Offer cannot be combined 
with other offers and is limited
to two (2) incentives per 
household. Customer must

p

have a physical address within
the HomeTrust Bank market

p yp y

footprint. Offer is not available 
to customers who have closed

p

an account within the past 90 
days. If your account is closed

pp

within the first 180 days, an
y yy y

account closing fee equal to
yy

the bonus payment (between
g qg q

$100 and $400) you received
p yp y

will apply. HomeTrust Bank
yy

employees are not eligible to 
ppyppy

participate in promotion.
p y gp y g

Offer may be withdrawn at any 
time. Payments are subject to 

yy

IRS tax reporting requirements. 
y j

For fees applicable to your 
p g qp g

account, please view our Fee 
pp ypp

Schedule. For additional terms 
pp

and conditions, please view our 
Deposit Account Agreement 

p

and Online or Mobile terms 
p gp g

and conditions.

Personal Checking 
Accounts

Balance Tiers

$0
-$999

$1,000 
-$2,499

$2,500
-$9,999

$10,000 
or more

Min. to Open APY APY APY APY

Premier Checking $50 0.00% 0.01% 0.01% 0.02%

Everywhere Connect $50 n/a n/a n/a n/a

Simple Checking $50 n/a n/a n/a n/a

htb.com/upto400va  
promo code: UPTO400 

Enrollment in the 
promotion and minimum 

See below for additional 
terms and requirements.

IT’S IN OUR NAME.

Open a new personal 
checking account & receive

1

C A S H  B O N U S

As we continue serving our families and limiting
exposure to the COVID19 virus, we are now

allowed to operate at 100% capacity while meeting 
all mandated social distancing and facial

covering recommendations.

Most service options are now fully available.

Lotz Vinton Chapel  •  540-343-4986

Vinton Chapel
Celebrating Life

BOBGARRETT 
SERVICES

YOUR WHOLE HOUSE GENERATOR SPECIALISTS

bobgarrettservices.com
540-767-2900

in January and will al-
most double the facility 
in size and add a park-
ing garage, with an in-
vestment “into the mil-
lions,” and the hiring of 
many more employees.

Speaking at a Vinton 
Town Council meeting 
last November, Del-
laverson told members 
that the project will add 

approximately 18,000 
square feet to the build-
ing and increase the 
number of gaming ma-
chines from 150 to 500. 

The proposed three-
and-a-half-story parking 
garage will include 276 
parking spots with el-
evators to the different 
levels with ADA acces-
sibility. A drop-off lane 

will be added along with 
a large open walking 
space.

An entertainment 
section will be added to 
the interior, with 30 bar 
stools and a stage for live 
entertainment for up to 
a six-member band.

A new circular bar 
will be added in a sepa-
rate section of the build-

Rosie’s from page 4

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROSIE’S
Architectural renderings of Rosie’s expansion project. 
The existing building is on the left.

ing. The facility basics 
will be expanded and 
upgraded, including 
mechanicals and rest-
rooms.

Rosie’s Vinton has 
been able to remain 
open during the expan-
sion, with parking mov-
ing completely to the 
rear of the building. 
Patrons need to enter 
from Vinyard Road, as 
the access road from Ni-
agara is closed during 
construction.

Colonial Downs 
Group, which owns and 

operates Rosie’s Gaming 
Emporiums, has made 
a $300 million invest-
ment in the Common-
wealth of Virginia. The 
company pays more 
than $32 million in 
annual state and local 
taxes plus an additional 
$12 million in racing 
industry payments an-
nually.

Those local taxes have 
made a big impact on 
the town budget in Vin-
ton. The town has des-
ignated all tax revenues 
from Rosie’s for much-

needed and often-post-
poned capital improve-
ment projects.

Colonial Downs 
has elected in 2021 to 
work as extraordinary 
community partners 
in making significant 
contributions to local 
communities through-
out the Commonwealth 
with their “Together We 
Win” program, donat-
ing $1,000 each week to 
a local charity in a com-
munity from which it 
operates. That’s $52,000 
in donations to organi-
zations, including those 
in the Roanoke Valley. 
Local recipients so far 
have included CHIP of 
Roanoke, Kids Soar, and 
Angels of Assisi.

Aaron Gomes, chief 
operating officer of Co-
lonial  Downs  Group, 
stated, “Helping those 
communities around 
us is at the core of our 
operational philosophy. 
We truly believe that 
high tides raise all ships, 
and we are determined 
to add value to the com-
munities in which we 
operate.”

Colonial Downs re-
cently announced a re-
turn to live racing at 
the New Kent Country 
Racetrack beginning on 
July 19 and extending 
for seven weeks through 
September 1.

The expansion project Rosie’s Gaming Emporium in 
Vinton is moving forward by leaps and bounds, as seen 
in this drone photo from the site on Vinyard Road.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Walls are going up on the addition to Rosie’s in this 
photo from March 15.
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