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Abbott serves as 2021 
Dogwood Festival president

The Vinton Dogwood 
Festival celebrates its 66th 
anniversary this year. Many 
prominent business and 
community leaders have 
served as president of the 
Dogwood Festival through 
the years, some more than 
once—a “who’s who” of 
names familiar to those na-
tive to Vinton or longtime 
residents.

This year’s president, 
Beth Abbott, might not be 
as familiar a name, but she 
has been a familiar face in 
Vinton for several years as 
an enthusiastic volunteer 
with the Dogwood Festival 
and other local organiza-
tions and events.

Abbott grew up in Lan-

caster County, Va., where 
she met her husband, Todd. 
They moved to Roanoke 
County in 2000. She is cur-
rently the Business Devel-
opment Manager at Elwood 
Staffing. She is a member of 
Thrasher Memorial United 
Methodist Church where 
she plays and sings with the 
Humble Praise group.

Abbott says she loves go-
ing to Vinton’s festivals and 
parades with her husband 
and their son, Jeremy. At 
one event, there weren’t 
enough volunteers; she got 
involved; and she has stayed 
active in Vinton ever since. 
“I love being a volunteer.” 
She has served on the board 
of the Dogwood Festival for 
several years in several posi-
tions.

William Byrd crowns 
Senior King and Queen

Keaton Band and Reagan Tuck 
were crowned as William Byrd 
High School’s 2021 Senior King 
and Senior Queen during halftime 
festivities at the home football 
game on March 29. 

Th e announcement of the King 
and Queen was originally sched-
uled for the game with Northside 
on March 27 but was postponed 
when the game was called after the 
fi rst quarter due to thunderstorms. 
Th e game was rescheduled for 
March 29, and so was the crown-
ing of the king and queen by Assis-
tant Principal Travis Anderson. All 
12 members of the Senior Court 
were introduced and escorted to 
the fi eld by family members before 
the king and queen were revealed.

Th e six candidates for Senior 
King were Keaton Band, Tyler 
Dean, Isaac Fix, Hunter Harris, 
Dylan Hatfi eld, and Joey Johnson. 

Candidates for Senior Queen 
were Grayce Dantzler, Bayla Kes-
sler, Faith Parrish, Haley Th omas, 
Megan Th omas, and Reagan Tuck. 

“High school activities for 
2020 and 2021 have been quite 
unique and the naming of a Se-
nior King and Queen has been no 
exception,” said WBHS Principal 
Tammy Newcomb. “Th is year 
we combined Homecoming and 
Prom into one Senior Court and 
made it all about the seniors.”

Candidates for the Senior 
Court were nominated by the 

See Abbott, page 2
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William Byrd seniors Keaton Band and Reagan Tuck were crowned 
as Senior King and Queen during halftime ceremonies at the 
football game on March 29. They were nominated by their fellow 
students in the Class of 2021 and then voted on by the entire 
student body and faculty.

The game on March 27 was designated as the Fallen 
Soldier Tribute Game, paying honor to those who 
lost their lives in the service of their country in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Terrier uniforms reflect three of 
those soldiers: 1st Lieutenant Terry Plunk, SPC Bucky 
Anderson, and SPC Clarence Adams.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Members of the Class of 2021 who play football, are 
on the cheerleading squad, or are members of the 
Marching Terriers band were recognized at the football 
game on March 27. Senior Emily Hale has been a Byrd 
cheerleader for five years and captain for three years. 
Her parents are Michelle and James Hale.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Members of the Senior Court included (left to right) Haley Thomas, 
Megan Thomas, Bayla Kessler, Keaton Band, Reagan Tuck, Grayce 
Dantzler, Faith Parrish, and Joey Johnson. Other members of the 
Senior Court included football players Dylan Hatfield, Hunter 
Harris, Isaac Fix, and Tyler Dean who returned immediately to 
the locker room after the crowning of the king and queen during 
halftime.

PHOTO BY SUNNY WASIELA
Beth Abbott is serving as 
president of the 66th annual 
Dogwood Festival.

PHOTO FROM THE VINTON MESSENGER 
ARCHIVES

Businessman Otto Goode 
was the first president of the 
Dogwood Festival back in 1956.

WBHS honors Class of 
2021 and Fallen Heroes

By Debbie Adams
With only three home 

football games sched-
uled in this pandemic 
year, the March 27 game 
against Northside was 
packed with activities: it 
was Senior Night (in the 
afternoon), Homecom-
ing/Senior Court, and 
the Fallen Soldier Trib-
ute Game all in one—“a 
lot going on and a lot to 
celebrate.”

Prior to the game, 
William Byrd honored 
students in the Class of 
2021 who are members 
of the football team, 
cheerleading squad, and 
Marching Terriers band. 
Students were intro-
duced and escorted on 
the track by family or 
friends as their names 
were called.

Members of the foot-
ball team graduating this 
year included El’Amin 
Shareef (#1) who was 
escorted by his mother 
Talethia Shareef and his 
grandmother Denise 
Stanley. Shareef began 
his varsity football career 
as a freshman at Byrd. 
He plans to play college 
football next year.

Hunter Harris (#5) 
was escorted by his par-

PS Massage Clinic celebrates 
one year anniversary in Vinton

PS Massage Clinic at 
Th erapeutic Elements, 
LLC, opened in Vinton 
in late summer 2019. Th e 
medical massage clinic 
held a grand opening and 
ribbon-cutting on March 
12, 2020, and almost 
immediately was closed 
down for two and a half 
months due to Virginia’s 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
Sisters Tristina Pagans and 
Helena Stoops are the co-
owners and therapists.

Th e massage business, 

located at 223 W. Virgin-
ia Avenue, was able to re-
open in June 2020 when 
COVID guidelines eased. 
Th ey decided to celebrate 
their offi  cial one year an-
niversary this March.

Pagans, a Licensed Mas-
sage Th erapist (LMT), has 
been practicing massage 
since 2016.

“I have always had 
a passion for helping 
people,” said Pagans. “In 
2004 I became a certifi ed 
nursing assistant (CNA). 
In 2014 I  started nurs-
ing school. It was only 
after my fi rst year of nurs-

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Sisters Tristina Pagans and Helena Stoops are celebrating the one year anniversary 
of PS Massage Clinic at Therapeutic Elements, LLC, on W. Virginia Avenue in Vinton.

ing school when I  decid-
ed that I wanted a job with 
a more natural approach. 
Th at’s when my sister drew 
me  to massage therapy, 
due to its natural unique 
healing abilities.”

She attended Miller 
Motte Technical College 
in 2016 and graduated at 
the top of her class with 
honors. She specializes in 
therapeutic and neuro-
muscular massage.

Helena Stoops gradu-
ated from the Steiner In-
stitute of Esthetics at the 
Virginia School of Mas-
sage (VASOM) in 2012 
and received her national 
certifi cation (which was 
changed to Board Certi-
fi ed in 2016) for massage 
therapy the same year.

“My massage back-
ground is more medical, 
with me holding certi-
fi cation in myofascial 
techniques for upper and 
lower body, stretching 
techniques, and some cra-

See King & Queen, page 5

See Heroes, page 4

See PS Massage, page 2
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Most favorables
  7. 23rd Greek letter
 10. Rated higher
 12. Immature herring
 13. Malignant skin 
neoplasm
 14. Orange-red spinel
 15. Hunted beings
 16. Be obedient to
 17. Excavate with a shovel
 18. = to 100 cauris
 19. Lose hold of
 21. Highest card
 22. Western Union mes-
sage
 27. The “Show Me” state
 28. Early photo process
 33. A public promotion
 34. A group of statues

 36. A single thing
 37. Ireland
 38. A raised speaking 
platform
 39. Leavened bread
 40. Farm animal shelter
 41. Oral polio vaccine
 44. Chinese fine silk silver
 45. Chocolate-colored 
acidic pulp pod
 48. ____ off 
 49. Hagiographa
 50. Manuscripts, abbr.
 51. Over the sea
  CLUES DOWN
  1. Stare impertinently
  2. Address a deity
  3. Converts hide into 
leather

  4. Matrimonial response
  5. 13th Hebrew letter
  6. Dentist’s organization
  7. Fleshy fungus caps
  8. Kill violently
  9. License & passport
 10. Refereed
 11. Arbor framework
 12. Luxuriant dark brown fur
 14. Group purchasing protest
 17. Insecticide
 18. An island group of the S 
Pacific
 20. A wooden hole plug
 23. A purine base found in 
DNA and RNA
 24. Spanish park
 25. Atomic #18
 26. Married woman

 29. And, Latin
 30. Cantonese dialect
 31. Causing physical hurt
 32. Short trips or tasks
 35. Small craving
 36. Paddled 
 38. Leuciscus leuciscus’
 40. Parting phrases: 
good-____
 41. Figure skater Yuka
 42. Opera song
 43. Create social or 
emotional ties
 44. Opposite of LTM
 45. Icahn’s airline
 46. Air Reserve base 
(abbr.)
 47. Russian manned 
space station
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Byrd students win Western Virginia Regional Science Fair awards

William Byrd High School 
junior Emiliano Gonzalez was 
recently honored by the ASM 
Materials Education Founda-
tion as the 2021 recipient of its 
special award for “Most Out-
standing Exhibit” in Materials 
Science in the Western Virginia 
Regional Science Fair. His proj-
ect was entitled “Th e Eff ect of 
Various Temperatures on the 
Growth and Piezoelectricity of 
Rochelle Salt Crystal.” Gonzalez 
is also a student in the Center 
for Engineering, which is part of 
the Governor’s STEM Academy 
at the Burton Center for Arts 
and Technology. His teacher 
sponsor was Melissa Carr.

Th e regional science fair was 
held virtually on March 20 this 
year due to the pandemic and 
hosted by Hollins University, 
Virginia Western Community 
College, and Roanoke College. 

Gonzalez’s project tied for 

fi rst place in the Materials Sci-
ence category with another 
William Byrd student, Rebecca 
Qiu, who partnered with Ain-
sley Robertson of Cave Spring 
High School on “Th e Applica-
tion of a Chitosan Cross-linked 
Poly (acrylic acid) Hydrogel in 
the Removal of a Model Pol-
lutant from an Aqueous Solu-
tion.” Th ese two young women 
are also students at the Roanoke 
Valley Governor’s School.

Qiu and Robertson were also 
co-winners for the Western Vir-
ginia Water Authority Award, 
which recognizes outstanding 
science fair projects that pertain 
to water quality, water conserva-
tion, water treatment, or water 
distribution. Th eir project also 
took second place in the Virgin-
ia Water Environment Associa-
tion/ Junior Stockholm Water 
Prize.

Byrd’s Haley Day tied for sec-
ond place in the Materials Sci-
ence division working with her 
partner Katherine Cross of Lord 

Botetourt for their project, “Th e 
Eff ect of Natural Polymers on 
the Sustainability of Adhesive 
Hydrogels for Tissue Repair.” 
Th ey are RVGS students, as well.

WBHS student Griffi  n Ya-
kob, who also attends RVGS, 
won third place in the Animal 
Sciences division for his project 
“Th e Eff ect of Propolis on the 
Regeneration Rate of Dugesia ti-
grine. He partnered with Court-
ney Monard of RVGS/Hidden 
Valley High School.

Elizabeth Fedor of WBHS 
and her teammate Tracy (Har-
rison) Callis of Patrick Henry 
High School won third place in 
the Computational Biology cat-
egory for their project, “An In-
vestigation of the Accumulation 
of Mutations in the COVID19 
Genome.” Th ey are also RVGS 
students.

Taylor Dawson from William 
Byrd and the RVGS also partici-
pated in the regional fair with 
partner Owen McKenna from 
Patrick Henry. Th eir project was 

“Comparing the Change in Ge-
netic Composition of the HA 
Protein of Infl uenza A Subtypes 
Over Time.”

Category Award fi rst place 
winners advance to the Virginia 
State Science and Engineering 
Fair.

Organizers of the regional 
science fair describe students 
participating as “among the best 

and brightest students around 
the Roanoke Valley, making 
this an even more impressive 
accomplishment.” 

School districts participating 
in the Western Virginia Region-
al Science Fair include Roanoke 
County Public Schools, Roa-
noke City Public Schools, and 
the Roanoke Valley Governor’s 
School.

Emiliano Gonzalez Rebecca Qiu

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PS Massage from page 1

niosacral therapy,” Stoops 
says. “I worked in a chi-
ropractor’s offi  ce for over 
seven years, allowing me 
to not only hone my craft 
but also get a more in-
depth understanding of 
what the body needs.”

Th e services they off er 
– customized for each cli-
ent – include Deep Tissue 
Massage, Swedish Mas-
sage, Focused Massage, 
Myofascial Th erapeutic 
Massage, Stretching and 
Sports Massage, Pre-na-
tal Massage, and Trigger 
Point Th erapies. Th ey 
have worked with clients 
of all ages from infants to 
a 92-year-old. Th e sisters 
describe massage therapy 
as “the oldest form of 
medicine,” and a type of 
“natural healing.” 

Deep Tissue Massage 
involves realigning deeper 
layers of muscle and con-
nective tissue. It is espe-
cially helpful for chroni-
cally tense and contracted 
areas such as stiff  necks, 
low back tightness, and 
sore neck and shoulders.

Swedish Massage uses 
gentle to medium pressure 
with long fl owing strokes 
to promote relaxation 
and circulation, reduce 
stress and relieve muscle 
tension. Th e Mayo Clinic 
reports a 60-minute mas-
sage can lower cortisol, 
the stress hormone, by up 
to 30 percent after just 
one session.

Focused Massage, also 
known as targeted mas-
sage, pinpoints one to 
two areas of the body 
with deeper pressure to 
target trouble areas – 
most commonly on the 
neck, shoulders, glutes, 
and forearms.

Myofascial Th erapeu-
tic Massage is a soft tis-
sue therapy used to treat 
deep muscular tension, 
somatic dysfunction, and 
pain by relaxing the fas-
cia, those fi brous bands 
around muscles, liga-
ments, and tendons. Th is 
technique requires fi rm 
pressure that stretches 
and elongates deep mus-
cle tissue, increasing the 
range of motion and cir-
culation.

Stretching and Sports 
Massage work to reduce 
potential injury, increase 
overall fl exibility, and re-
lieve muscle fatigue. Dif-
ferent techniques can be 
used from stretching to 
the break down of scar 
tissue to increase range of 
motion.

Pre-natal Massage is 
specifi cally tailored for 
expectant mothers. Th eir 
bodies are properly po-
sitioned and supported 
with pillows and padding 
during massage. Th is 
type of massage reduces 
stress, decreases swelling, 
and relieves the aches 
and pains caused “by a 
growing belly.”

Trigger Point Th erapy 
targets trigger points or 
muscle knots – the sen-
sitive spots in soft tis-
sue. Th is therapy mostly 
consists of rubbing and 
pressing on trigger points 
and “provides amazing 
relief.”

Pagans says that most 
commonly their clients 
have pain issues, injuries, 
fi bromyalgia, or are expe-
riencing stress. Some are 
referred by chiropractors.

Some massages involve 
30-minute sessions, some 
60, some 90. 

Th erapeutic Elements 
welcomes new clients. 
Hours of operation (sub-
ject to change) are gen-
erally on Mondays from 
10 to 6; on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 10 to 
5; on Fridays from 10 
to 4; and one Saturday a 
month from 10-2. Th ey 
are closed on Th ursdays.

Th erapeutic Elements, 
LLC is accredited by the 
Better Business Bureau of 
Western Virginia.

Th e COVID health 
guidelines they follow 
include face coverings for 
therapists and clients and 
frequent disinfecting of 
surfaces and tools.

Check out their Face-
book page at https://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
TherapeuticElements.
LLC for their schedule 
and how to make an ap-
pointment.

Abbott from page 1

“I knew the past pres-
ident, Connie Houff, 
from Thrasher UMC,” 
Abbott explains. “She 
asked if I would be in-
terested in helping her 
with the crafters at the 
Vinton Dogwood Festi-
val. Of course, I couldn’t 
resist. Before I knew it, 
I was a member of the 
board.”

Abbott says she is de-
voting every spare mo-
ment to the Dogwood 
Festival these days. 
Planning for the annual 
festival is an ongoing 
process.

Otto Goode was the 
first president of the 
Dogwood Festival, held 
in 1956. He was chair-
man of the Band Boost-
ers instrument commit-
tee and band uniforms 
were the reason for the 
first Dogwood event.  
Profits from the festival 
went towards buying 
new uniforms for the 
William Byrd Band. Vir-
ginia Governor Thomas 
Stanley attended the 
first festival. Nineteen 
bands marched the pa-
rade route.

Goode served as pres-
ident until 1959, when 
Dr. Herman L. Horn 
took on the job and 
welcomed actor Steve 
McQueen as Grand 
Marshal that year. Horn 
was followed in 1960 by 
Nelson Thurman, who 
had served as Vinton’s 
mayor and in the Vir-
ginia legislature. The 
1960 festival included 
a pageant with 800 par-

ticipants, including 600 
school children.

W.E. Cundiff was 
president of the festival 
in 1961. Twenty-eight 
bands participated with 
Bob Denver (of Gil-
ligan’s Island fame) as 
the parade marshal. He 
was followed in 1962 
by Charles Jennings. 
The 1962 festival was 
remembered for the ex-
treme heat which left 
125 band members and 
parade goers needing 
rescue squad attention. 
There were 28 bands in 
the parade that year and 
13,000 in attendance.

S. Wallace Cundiff 
was named president in 
1963 with singer Bob-
by Vinton as the guest 
celebrity. Cundiff was 
followed by Armand 
Sanderson in 1964 for 
the parade featuring 33 
bands and Minnie Pearl.

The 10th annual Dog-
wood Festival in 1965 
was led by World War II 
veteran Hildrey Pollard 
with Vinton visited by 
15,000 spectators.

Dr. Herbert Keaton 
took the reins as presi-
dent in 1966. That year 
some 20,000 dogwood 
trees were planted before 
the festival began. James 
Sims was Dogwood pres-
ident in 1967. The 1968 
parade was cancelled due 
to heavy rains and thun-
derstorms when Francis 
Holdren was president. 
Beloved William Byrd 
High School Principal 
Bob Patterson served as 
president in 1969 when 

the festival lasted an en-
tire week and featured 
37 marching bands in 
the parade.

Dr. W.W. Joness was 
festival president in 
1970 with Virginia Gov-
ernor Linwood Holton 
as the parade marshal; 
then Robert Saunders in 
1971.

In 1972, Dick Cran-
well was president for 
the 17th annual Dog-
wood Festival. In the 
following years, Roger 
Smith, Stephen Brown, 
James Musselwhite, 
and Roanoke County 
Treasurer Fred Ander-
son headed up the fes-
tival. In 1977, when 
Steve Musselwhite was 
president, the spectators 
numbered 25,000.

The list continues: 
Deal Tompkins, Sidney 
Johnson, Ed Reynolds 
(Miss America Kylene 
Barker was the Grand 
Marshal), Thomas Hard, 
Mayor Charles Hill, Nita 
Echols (30,000 came 
out that year in 1983), 
James Reynolds, John 
Hartsock (the Dogwood 
Queen that year rode 
on a Vinton Messenger 
float, not the traditional 
Woman’s Club float), 
Larry Musselwhite, Bill 
Cundiff, Sam Cundiff, 
and Anthony Amos.

Dogwood presidents 
in the ’90s included An-
thony Conner, Gary Jan-
ney, Don Davis, Chris 
Keaton, Joe Bush, Bryce 
Mayer, Michael Gilm-
ore, Jim Echols, Todd 
Bailey, and Andy Nicely. 

More recent leaders have 
included Mike Stovall, 
Vince Bennett, Joey 
Nicely, Stephanie Guess 
and Penny Peters, Bill 
Tyree, Barry Robertson, 
and Connie Houff (in 
2019-2020). 

Abbott notes that the 
Dogwood Festival is an 
independent organiza-
tion, not officially af-
filiated with the Town 
of Vinton or the Vinton 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce, “but we all work 
together to bring family 
fun to Vinton. We also 
have a common goal to 
drive revenue to our lo-
cal businesses during 
the Dogwood Festival 
event.”

It was heartbreaking 
for the members of the 
Dogwood Festival Board 
and the community 
when last year’s festival 
was cancelled due to the 
pandemic.

“It was extremely 
difficult to make the 
decision to cancel the 
festival last year,” she 
says.  “It was Dogwood’s 
65th year, and we had a 
lot of special surprises 
planned for the commu-
nity.   We have learned a 
lot about the pandemic 
in the past year, so we 
are most comfortable 
planning an outdoor 
event.   Many of us have 
been affected personally 
by COVID, so we need 
to mindful and respect-
ful of that, too.”

There are still CO-
VID-19 restrictions in 
place for this year’s fes-

tival—again cancelling 
the traditional parade 
through the streets of 
Vinton and moving the 
crowning of the Dog-
wood Queen from the 
Vinton War Memorial 
to the Municipal Build-
ing stage.

“The new restric-
tions gave our com-
mittee members some 
very creative ideas!” 
Abbott says.  “Mary 
Beth Layman is orga-
nizing a drive-by and 
walk-by parade.   She is 
encouraging local busi-
ness owners and resi-
dents to decorate their 
storefronts and lawns 
for Dogwood Festival.   
Connie Houff, Cal-
lie Webb, and Brittany 
Lane are working on a 
shoebox parade!   There 
is a new event follow-
ing the crowning of the 
Dogwood Queen this 
year.  We may leave that 
as a surprise for now!”

Other Dogwood Fes-
tival board members 
this year include: Food 
Vendor Coordinator 
and Town of Vinton Li-
aison Chasity Barbour, 
Treasurer Jeff Teass, Sec-
retary Rena Whorley, 
Sponsorships Coordina-
tor Karen Obenchain, 
Retail/Business Coor-
dinator Brittany Lane, 
Craft Vendors Coordi-
nator Callie Webb, En-
tertainment Coordina-
tor Joey Nicely, Media 
Coordinator Mary Beth 
Layman, and Queen’s 
Court Coordinator Su-
san Teass. Most have 

been volunteering with 
the Dogwood Festival 
for years.

The 2021 Dogwood 
Festival is scheduled for 
April 23 and 24 with a 
concert by Fuzzy Logic 
and Mended Fences on 
the evening of April 23, 
Festival Day on Sat-
urday, April 24 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Movie Night (Disney’s 
“The Lion King”) at the 
Vinton Farmers Market 
at dusk that evening 
(with free popcorn and 
free admission).

The festival on April 
24 includes music and 
performances, arts and 
crafts vendors, business 
vendors, food trucks, a 
car show, a kids’ area, 
interactive parade activ-
ities, the introduction 
of the Dogwood Court, 
and the crowning of the 
Dogwood Queen.

The Vinton Dog-
wood Festival Commit-
tee puts in countless 
hours to stage the event 
and collaborates with 
local organizations and 
area nonprofits. The 
festival is funded entire-
ly by donations, spon-
sorships, and fundrais-
ing events, along with 
fees from concessions 
and vendors. 

For more informa-
tion on the 2021 Dog-
wood Festival visit their 
website at https://www.
vintondogwoodfestival.
org/ or their Facebook 
page at https://www.
facebook.com/vinton-
dogwoodfestival. 
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It’s so good to fi nally 
see family!  On Sunday, a 
Chewning family gather-
ing was held at the home of 
Mark and Karen Chewn-
ing (our cousins from Cal-
ifornia that made the move 
recently to Virginia). Th eir 
daughter Maren and hus-
band Tyler Johnson were 
in town, so what a perfect 
time for a visit!   It’s never 
a small group when we all 
get together but there were 
some missing. We shared 

old pictures and stories, ate 
some amazing food (we are 
all pretty good cooks) and, 
of course, missed those 
that could not be with us!  

Th ose joining in the 
fun and laughs were Julie 
(Chewning) and Roger 
Creasy, Melvin Chewn-
ing,   Keith and Patty 
Th ompson and Nancy 
(Chewning) Th ompson, 
Karen (Chewning) Wood 
and Bill Chewning, Kel-
ley (Chewning) and Todd 
Hambrick, Alvin Chewn-
ing and Alice Meador, Tim 
Chewning, and me (An-
gie), Bootie and Greg 
Chewning.  Th anks again, 
Mark and Karen, for a 
great day!

Angie
Chewning
Filling in for Bootie
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JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

Williams Carpet 
Cleaning

“I am the slowest carpet 
cleaner in the 

Roanoke Valley.”

“I will give your carpet 
the time and attention it 
deserves to produce the 
best results possible.”

Greetings from your 
friends at the Vinton Li-
brary! We’ve been so happy 
to see everyone back in the 
library and online through 
our many Zoom classes 
and programs. Don’t for-
get that Roanoke County 
residents can go on our 
website or give us a call 
to make a one-hour res-
ervation to come inside to 
browse our collection and 
use our computer, print, 
copy, and fax services. 

If you’re just picking up 
your held items, we have 
an easy drive-thru win-
dow for your convenience. 
And if that’s not tempting 
enough, we’ve added even 
further incentive to drop 
by the library this spring 
with our Loyalty Rewards 
Program!

Th ere’s already so much 
you can take home with 
you from the library. In 
one trip you can get books, 
movies, video games, a 
WiFi hotspot, a mood-im-
proving therapy lamp, and 
even a telescope. But what 
if you could get prizes too? 
With your new Spring 
Loyalty Rewards Program 
card, you can. Stop by the 
library to pick up a card, 
and you’ll get a stamp for 
every return trip you make 
through May 15. Ten trips 
to the library within that 
time period will earn you 
a prize, and you’ll get an-
other after 20 trips. We’ll 
stamp it at the drive-thru 
window as well, so you 
can earn prizes without 
even getting out of your 
car. Come by the Vinton 
Library or any other Roa-
noke County Public Li-
brary branch to get your 
card today!

On one of your upcom-
ing visits to get a stamp, be 
sure and look behind the 
front desk at our display 
of the library staff ’s furry 
friends. We’re excited be-
cause April is National Pet 
Month, and we can’t wait 
to celebrate with all of 
you. We have a bunch of 
pet-centric programming 
coming up this month. 
Read on for a sample and 
visit our website at roco-
library.org to see them all 
and to sign up for your 
pick of the litter.

Stop by the Vinton Li-
brary anytime from the 
fi rst of April through the 
15th (while supplies last) 
for a Bark Bag, containing 
supplies and instructions 
for making a dog toy! If 

you’d prefer something for 
your feline friend, grab a 
Cat Snack Kit, with sup-
plies to grow cat grass in a 
pot you can decorate. 

On Th ursday, April 
15 at 10 a.m., join us on 
Zoom for the Pet Owner’s 
Guide to the Internet. 
We’ll discuss websites and 
apps that will help the 
pet owner with adoption, 
health and dietary info, 
toys and games, and much 
more. 

We’re so excited to wel-
come the RCACP back to 
the library for an Adop-
tion Fair on Saturday, 
April 24 from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Th ey’ll be set up out-
side the library with some 
dogs and cats looking for 
their forever friend!

Not everything hap-
pening online this month 
has to do with our four-
legged pals. Here is an 
assortment of classes for 
adults on a variety of top-
ics happening on Zoom in 
April:

Did you know that the 
Appalachian mountain 
dulcimer is an American 
instrument? Join us on 
Zoom Tuesday, April 6 at 
4 p.m. to learn about and 
hear some tunes from Th e 
Mountain Dulcimer. 

Resume Writing is a 
crucial skill in the job 
marketplace. Join us on 
Wednesday, April 14 at 2 
p.m. to learn the do’s and 
don’ts of putting together 
your resume. 

Later on Wednesday, 
April 14 at 6 p.m., learn 
about Creating Animated 
GIFs with GIMP. You’ll be 
learning the basics of ani-
mation techniques using 
this popular free alterna-
tive to Photoshop.

Again, this is just a taste 
of the programming buf-
fet we’re off ering up this 
month. In addition to all 
of these great events for 
adults, there are tons of 
story times, crafting ses-
sions, and interactive ac-
tivities for kids and teens 
as well. Follow us on social 
media @rocopublib and 
visit our website rocoli-
brary.org to see our full 
calendar, then visit us in 
person to get your Loy-
alty Rewards card! We 
can’t wait to see you at the 
Vinton Library, where we 
meet you at your wonder.

By Vinton Library 
Assistant Bryce Chalkley

From the Pulpit

Doubting Thomas
Don’t let your mistakes defi ne you 

– God doesn’t! We all know the story 
of “doubting Th omas.” He wanted 
proof that the other disciples really 
did see Jesus. Th omas wanted to feel 
the nail prints in His hands. Eight 
days later, Jesus off ered to Th omas 
to feel his hands and Th omas fell on 
his knees and said, “Lord, I believe!” 

Th omas doubted that one time 
and still today he is remembered 
mainly as “doubting Th omas.” 

Most people don’t realize that 
later in his life, Th omas is cred-
ited with traveling to and bringing 
Christianity to India. Th omas made 
a great impact with his life moving 

forward!
In the same way, God is not judg-

ing you by one mistake, by one bad 
season. Why are you beating your-
self up? Why are you wearing labels 
that people have stuck on you? God 
has an incredible future waiting for 
you. He has said, “I know the plans 
I have for you, plans that are good, 
not evil!” (Jer. 29:11) 

Do yourself a favor and remove 
those negative labels man has put 
on you – “failure,” “doubter,” “un-
worthy” – and replace them with the 
labels God has for you, “forgiven,” 
“blessed,” “redeemed” and “victori-
ous!” 

May God bless you to be a bless-
ing!

Shared by Pastor Brian Geiser, 
First Christian Church in Vinton

Roanoke County School Board 
approves 2021-2022 budget

The Roanoke County 
School Board has ap-
proved the 2021-2022 
general fund budget of 
$156,382,733, which 
is an increase of more 
than $6 million com-
pared to the final re-
vised 2020-2021 school 
budget.  Combined 
with seven other spe-
cific purpose funds, the 
overall approved budget 
is $209,224,890. The 
board took action at its 
meeting on March 25, 
after weeks of budget 
development and four 
extensive and detailed 
work sessions.

As part of this budget, 
all employees will re-
ceive the remaining por-
tion of a 5 percent raise 
through scale shifts, step 
increases and other ad-
justments as a result of 
a compensation study 
conducted last year.  A 
portion of that 5 percent 
raise was provided ear-
lier this year.   In addi-
tion, bus drivers and bus 
aides will have the op-
tion to receive full-time 
health benefits, starting 
in July. This action will 
make Roanoke County 
Schools competitive 
with surrounding school 
districts as far as bene-
fits for bus personnel are 
concerned.

The board hopes that 
health benefits can ex-
tend to nutrition associ-

ates in the next budget 
year.

“This time last year, 
we approved a bud-
get that we had to 
turn right around and 
drastically cut due to 
the emergence of the 
pandemic,” said Don 
Butzer, Chairman of the 
Roanoke County School 
Board.   “As a result, we 
had to put raises and 
many other things on 
hold.   Today, I’m very 
pleased that we’re able 
to not only provide sig-
nificant raises for all our 
employees, we also are 
able to restore much of 
the funding that had 
been cut last year.”

Also, as part of this 
budget, the school sys-
tem is taking advan-

tage of additional fed-
eral funding provided 
through the American 
Rescue Plan Act and 
Virginia’s ARPA Ele-
mentary and Secondary 
School Emergency Re-
live (ESSER) III award.  

These funds, along 
with ESSER I and II 
funds, are being used 
to continue COVID-19 
safety improvements 
throughout the schools 
such as installing touch-
less sinks and paper 
towel dispensers, HVAC 
improvements and other 
materials.   

These funds also will 
facilitate an expansion 
of summer school op-
portunities at the el-
ementary and secondary 
school levels, includ-

ing transportation op-
tions, expand special 
education support ser-
vices and expand school 
counseling support ser-
vices.

Tim Greenway, who 
represents the Vinton 
District on the School 
Board, said that he was 
“thrilled” that bus per-
sonnel health benefits 
have been reinstated. 
“This is a big deal and 
will help with recruit-
ment.”

School Superinten-
dent Dr. Ken Nicely 
informed the board that 
all five Roanoke Coun-
ty high schools will 
be scheduling outdoor 
graduation ceremonies 
this spring, most in sta-
diums.
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes 
you to our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself 
to be one of a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environ-
ment of a comfortable lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community 
family. The town, with its proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain 
Lake, provides many opportunities for those who wish to stop and shop at our local 
farmers market or one of our unique specialty shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the 
year from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers 
its own unique atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if 
you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and ameni-
ties located nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; 
small, locally, and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views 
of the mountains and Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling 

of belonging, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conven-
iences that are necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.
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The Terriers were escorted to the field by  members 
of the Virginia State Police, the Christian Motorcycle 
Association, and the Empty Tomb Ministry.

PHOTO S BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Makenzie Harris, who was recognized on March 27, has 
been a member of the band for seven years in middle 
school and high school. This year, as a senior, she is 
captain of the woodwinds. She is the daughter of Amy 
and Chad Harris.

Heroes from page 1

has been in the William 
Byrd football program for 
six years. He plans to at-
tend Bluefi eld College to 
major in Criminal Justice 
and play baseball.

Isaac Fix (#35) was 
escorted by his parents 
Mark and Liz Fix. He has 
played football at Byrd for 
fi ve years. He plans to at-
tend Davidson College to 
major in physics and play 
baseball.

Donald McCadden 
(#42) was escorted by 
Lisa Stover. He has played 
football at Byrd for four 
years. He plans to join the 
United States Air Force.

Nick Reedy (# 44) was 
escorted by his mother 
Angie Reed and grand-
mother Mary Flowers. He 
has played football at Byrd 
for six years. He plans to 
attend trade school after 
graduation or Virginia 
Western Community Col-
lege.

Bryson Lutz (#50) was 
escorted by his parents 
Brad and Christy Lutz. He 
has played football at Byrd 
for two years. He plans to 
attend Emory and Henry 
College and play football.

Tyler Roseberry (#51) 
was escorted by his parents 
Amanda Biggs and Cory 
Roseberry. He has played 
football at William Byrd 
for two years. He plans 
to enroll in the electrician 
program at Virginia West-
ern Community College.

Hunter Flynn (#65) 
was escorted by Bill and 
Karen Sankbeil. He has 
been a part of the football 
program at Byrd for two 
years. He plans to join 
the Police Academy after 
graduation.

Blake Sankbeil (#66) 
was escorted by his parents 
Bill and Karen Sankbeil. 
He has been part of the 
football program at Wil-
liam Byrd for fi ve years. 
He plans to attend Emory 
and Henry College.

Tanner Smith (#77) 
was escorted by his parents 
Chris and Kelie Smith. 

He has played football 
for Byrd for one year. He 
plans to join the United 
States Marine Corps.

Senior cheerleader Ha-
leigh Bush was escorted by 
her parents Keith and Th e-
resa Bush. She has been a 
member of the squad for 
the past two years. She is 
also a member of the Vocal 
Ensemble and Choir and 
has plans to attend Hollins 
University.

Emily Hale has been a 
cheerleader for WBHS for 
fi ve years and Captain for 
three of those years. She 
was escorted by her par-
ents Michelle Hale and 
James Hale. She is also a 
member of DECA. She 
plans to attend Virginia 
Western Community Col-
lege and major in Business 
Management. She also 
plans to train to become a 
professional wrestler.

Senior Class members 
of the band included Erin 
Kirtley escorted by her 
parents Patricia and Ryan 
Brannon. She has been 
a member of the March-
ing Terriers for fi ve years. 
She is also a member of 
the Beta Club. She plans 
to attend Old Dominion 
University and major in 
history.

Tyler Oliver was escort-
ed by Heather Hartberger. 
He has been playing in the 
band for three years and 
plans to attend VWCC to 
major in Liberal Arts.

Nick Colvin was ac-
companied by James and 
Tresica Colvin. He has 
been a band member for 
seven years. He also plays 
varsity soccer. He will be 
attending South Florida 
to major in International 
Studies.

Dillon Peters was es-
corted by his sister Ashley. 
He has been a member of 
the band for seven years 
and is also a member of 
the Beta Club. He plans 
to major in Business Man-
agement at Virginia Tech.

Makenzie Harris was 
escorted by parents Chad 

and Amy Harris. She has 
been a member of the 
band for seven years, and 
woodwind Captain this 
year. She plans to attend 
Emory and Henry, major-
ing in social work and psy-
chology.

David Smith was es-
corted by his parents Shan-
non and David Smith. He 
has been a member of the 
band for seven years and is 
also a member of the Leo 
and DECA Clubs. 

Katelyn Morgan was 
escorted by her parents 
Tonya and Jason Morgan. 
She has been a Marching 
Terrier for four years. She 
plans to attend VWCC.

Faith Parrish was es-
corted by her parents 
Daniel and Tara Parrish. 
She has been a member 
of the marching band for 
three years. She is also a 
member of the Beta Club, 
the Knitting Club, and 
Terrier TV. She plans to 
attend Radford University 
and major in Biology.

Landon Young was 
escorted by his parents, 
Amie Widener and Mi-
chael Young. He has been 
in the band for seven years 
and is also a member of 
the Habitat Club. He 
plans to major in Business 
at VWCC.

Katie Wheeler is the 
daughter of Bill and Karen 
Wheeler. She has been a 
band member for seven 
years. She is also a mem-
ber of the Leo Club. She 
plans to major in nursing 
at Radford University.

Julie Wang is the daugh-
ter of Liling Cheatwood 
and Wen Wang. She has 
been a band member for 
seven years. She is a mem-
ber of the Academic Team, 
Terrier TV, Sketches, and 
the tennis team.

Th e Terrier team was 
escorted to the fi eld by 
members of the Virginia 
State Police, the Christian 
Motorcycle Association, 
and the Empty Tomb 
Ministry, and led by bag-
piper Aric Bower. A gi-

gantic American fl ag was 
on display thanks to Nate 
Sorreno from U. S. Crane 
and Rigging.

In 2019, under Coach 
Brad Lutz, the William 
Byrd football team estab-
lished a tradition of hon-
oring fallen soldiers who 
gave their lives while pro-
tecting our country and 
serving in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Th ey are con-
tinuing the tradition this 
year as they play to honor 
those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifi ce. Each game 
this season has been dedi-
cated to those heroes. 

On June 12, 2010, 
Army Spc. Brian “Bucky” 
Anderson was killed in 
Afghanistan when insur-
gents attacked his vehicle 
using an improved explo-
sive device. Anderson was 
assigned to the 1st Battal-
ion, 87th Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, 10th Mountain 
Division, Fort Drum, 
New York. His Gold Star 
mother, Margaret Ander-
son joined the team on 
the fi eld before the game 
and was thanked for “the 
sacrifi ce your family has 
made.”

On February 26, 1991, 
William Byrd graduate 
Army Lieutenant Terry 
Plunk was killed while 
clearing land mines in 
Al-Salman Airfi eld, Iraq. 
Plunk served with the 
27th Engineering Battal-
ion, 20th Engineering Bri-
gade. He was also a gradu-
ate of VMI.

Th e Terriers’ uniforms 
this season bear the names 
on the back of Anderson, 
Plunk, or Army Specialist 
Clarence Adams, a team-
mate of Coach Lutz, who 
died serving in Iraq in 
2004.

Th e Terriers were able 
to play the fi rst quarter 
of the game until it was 
postponed due to light-
ning. Th e Senior Court 
ceremony planned for half 
time was then moved to 
March 29.

ents, Shannon and Stacey 
Harris. He has been part 
of the William Byrd foot-
ball program for six years 
and plans to attend Liberty 
University.

Dylan Hatfi eld (#7) was 
escorted by his parents, 
Fred and Carla Hatfi eld. 
He has played football for 
William Byrd for fi ve years 
and plans to attend Virgin-
ia Tech next fall and play 
baseball.

Ethan Tinsley (#9) was 
escorted by his parents 
Mitzi and Tony Th ornton. 
He has played football for 
Byrd for four years. He 
plans to attend Randolph 

Macon College, major in 
Business and Criminal Jus-
tice, and play football.

Tyler Dean (#22) was 
escorted by his parents 
Steve and Michelle Dean. 
He has played football for 
Byrd for two years. He 
plays to attend Virginia 
Tech and play baseball.

Jeff  Williams (#23) was 
escorted by his parents Jef-
frey and Karen Williams. 
He has played football at 
Byrd for one year. He plans 
to attend Virginia Western 
Community College.

Hayden Lyle (#32) was 
escorted by his parents Ja-
mie and Krista Lyle. He 

Town to amend General Fund Reserve Policy

Th e Town of Vinton has a well-
earned reputation for fi scal conserva-
tism, not spending above its means, and 
being prepared to deal with economic 
challenges. 

Town Council will soon take action 
to fortify their guiding fi nancial prin-
ciples by amending the town’s Gen-
eral Fund Reserve Policy (Unrestricted 
Fund Balance), which insures against 
disasters, emergencies, and unforeseen 
expenditures by maintaining adequate 
levels of fund balance to mitigate cur-
rent and future risks (revenue shortfalls 
and unanticipated expenditures) and 
ensure stable tax rates.

As we have discovered in this pan-
demic year, disasters can emerge out 
of nowhere and the town must be pre-
pared to deal with the fi nancial chal-
lenges that arise.

As a part of the budget process in 
2021, town staff  reviewed the General 

Fund Reserve Policy and proposed up-
dates to bring the policy in line to the 
current fi nancial climate. 

Council members were briefed on 
the proposed revisions to the policy 
at the council meeting on March 16 
by Finance Director/Treasurer Anne 
Cantrell.

Under the amended policy, “the 
Town shall strive to maintain a Gen-
eral Fund Unassigned Fund Balance 
not to fall below two months of bud-
geted General Fund Revenue--the 
policy fl oor; and the Town will target to 
maintain an Unassigned Fund Balance 
equal to four months of budgeted Gen-
eral Fund Revenues–the policy target.” 
Th ese funds are set-aside to address po-
tential identifi ed risks: 

Economic Uncertainty – A high 
percentage of town revenues are based 
on consumer driven spending versus 
assessed property taxes. Adequate Un-
assigned Fund Balance will allow the 
town to be prepared for rises and falls 
in the local economy and will help miti-

gate the need for tax increases to off set 
losses. 

Emergency Reserve – Unplanned 
natural disasters and unforeseeable 
emergencies can create a diffi  cult situ-
ation without appropriate Unassigned 
Fund Balance or cash reserves to pay 
unplanned costs. Th e town strives to 
maintain an adequate level of Unas-
signed Fund Balance to allow quick re-
covery from an extreme event.

Working Capital – Th e town rev-
enue sources are lower during the fi rst 
six months of the year although bud-
geted expenditures are planned on a 
more consistent basis. Maintaining 
an adequate level of Unassigned Fund 
provides the town with appropriate re-
serves for cash fl ow to keep consistent 
spending and decrease the occurrence of 
spending freezes.

Th e appropriate level of General 
Fund reserves shall be reviewed annu-
ally during the budget preparation. 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Amend, page 10
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - lo-
cated at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Tra-
ditional Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 
10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.
sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In 
Roanoke, go E on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 
4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. 
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional 
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, 
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Wor-
ship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 
6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Wash-
ington Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. 
Travis Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary 
Service 8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Tra-
ditional Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  
Family Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., 
Children’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 
6:30 p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 10 a.m.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3679 Sandlewood Road, Roanoke VA 
24018, (540) 206-6160. Repent & Be Baptized… 
Acts 2:38. Come study the Bible with us! Sunday 
Bible Study 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m., www.christianchurchof-
christclearbrook.org

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is 
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 

1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James 
B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Wor-
ship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 

Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-
mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev. 
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School 
- 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children -
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Vinton Worship
Directory

Read Hosea 8:1 through 
14:9

“Though they offer sac-
rifi ces as gifts to me, and 
though they eat the meat, 
the Lord is not pleased with 
them. Now he will remem-
ber their wickedness and 
punish their sins: They will 
return to Egypt” (Hosea 
8:13).

Hosea declared the futility 
of Israel offering insincere 
sacrifi ces. The Lord was not 
pleased with rituals per-
formed without remorse 
for wrongdoing. Instead of 
receiving forgiveness from 
heartfelt confession, the 
nation suffered punishment 
for their accumulated sins.

Hebrews 9:22 teaches that 
“without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgive-
ness.” The blood from ani-

mal sacrifi ce pointed to 

the time when Christ’s blood 
would secure forgiveness 
for all who receive Him. His 
death paid the penalty for 
sin once and for all.

Israel had treated the Lord 
as one of many gods, sac-
rifi cing only to gain favor. 
Doing good things to gain 
God’s favor will not cover 
our sin. Nothing can sub-
stitute for the blood Christ 
shed. God sees each heart. 
He knows if there is true 
remorse that brings about 
change.

Prayer Suggestion: Lord Je-
sus, my forgiveness is only 
possible through You. I owe 
You everything.

Quicklook: Hosea 8:11–13

Sincere Remorse

Habitat Club, the Chick-fi l-
A Leadership Academy, and 
a Team Terrier Mentor. He 
has run indoor and outdoor 
track for all four years of his 
high school career, winning 
All State last year. He plans 
to attend Virginia Tech next 
year.

Tyler Dean has played 
basketball and football for 
William Byrd for two years, 
and baseball for all four years. 
His parents are Michelle and 
Steve Dean. He plans to at-
tend Virginia Tech next year 
and play baseball.

Isaac Fix is the son of 
Mark and Liz Fix. He has 
participated in the varsity 
football, baseball, basketball, 
and indoor track programs 
at William Byrd. He is a 
member of the Red Cross 
Club and the Beta Club. He 
plans to attend Davidson 
College, major in physics, 
and play baseball.

Hunter Harris is the son 
of Shannon and Stacey Har-
ris. He plays football and 
baseball and is a member of 
DECA and the Beta Club. 
He plans to attend Liberty 
University. He enjoys play-
ing sports, hunting, and 
fi shing.

Dylan Hatfi eld is the son 
of Carla and Fred Hatfi eld. 
He has run indoor track for 
two years at WBHS, is the 
quarterback on the football 
team, and the catcher on 
the baseball team. He is also 
a member of the Team Ter-
rier Mentorship program. 
He was chosen by his peers 
as Top Terrier for the 2020-

2021 school year—the 
highest honor at student can 
receive at Byrd. He plans to 
attend Virginia Tech and 
play baseball.

Joey Johnson’s parents are 
Kathleen and Jason John-
son. He has played baseball 
for William Byrd through-
out middle and high school. 
He is also a member of the 
DECA Club. He plans to 
attend Radford University 
and major in business.

Grayce Danztler’s parents 
are David and Alyce Dant-
zler. She has played varsity 
volleyball for four years at 
Byrd. She is a member of 
the DECA and Beta Clubs, 
the Red Cross Club, and the 
SCA. She serves this year as 
Senior Class Vice President. 
She plans to attend Virginia 
Tech and major in Animal 
Science, then attend veteri-
nary school.

Bayla Kessler’s parents are 
Eric and Vicky Kessler. She 
is a member of the Choir 
and yearbook staff . She 
dances competitively, and 
takes classes and student 
teaches at Mill Mountain 
Th eatre. Her plans are to 
double major in psychology 
and theatre at either JMU or 
Lynchburg University.

Faith Parrish is the 
daughter of Daniel Parrish 
and Tara Parrish. She is the 
captain of the Marching Ter-
riers Band Color Guard. She 
is also a member of the Knit-
ting Club, the Beta Club, 
Terrier TV, and the Early 
Scholar program. She plans 
to attend Radford Univer-

Senior Court King candidate Hunter Harris with parents Stacey and Shannon Harris

Senior Court King candidate Dylan Hatfield with parents Carla and Fred Hatfield

Senior Court King candidate Tyler Dean with parents Michelle and Steve Dean

Senior Court King candidate Isaac Fix with parents Mark and Liz Fix

King & Queen from page 1

sity and major in Biology.
Haley Th omas is the 

daughter of Amanda Lee. 
She is a member of DECA 
and the Dog Pound. She 
plans to attend Radford 
University and major in 
nursing.

Megan Th omas is the 
daughter of Amanda Lee. 
She has played soccer in 
middle and high school. She 
is a member of the DECA 
and Reindeer Clubs, and 
volunteers at the Vistar 
Eye Care Center. She was a 
member of the Homecom-
ing Court in her junior year. 
She plans to attend Radford 
University and major in 
nursing.

Reagan Tuck’s parents are 
Melissa and Kevin Tuck. She 
is a member of the Rein-
deer Club, the Beta Club, 
DECA, and the SCA. She 
has played junior varsity and 
varsity volleyball throughout 
high school. She works af-
ter school in an elementary 
school program. She plans 
to attend Virginia Tech and 
major in Public Health, in 
order to pursue a career in 
physical therapy.

WBHS Class of 2021 with 
the king and queen voted 
on by the entire student 
body and faculty electroni-
cally. Each candidate created 

a video detailing their ac-
tivities at William Byrd for 
their fellow students to view 
before voting took place.

Keaton Band was es-

corted by his mother, Sandy 
Cales. He is president of the 
Senior Class and the Pre-
vention Club, a member 
of the Red Cross Club, the 
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The best place to 
find it, sell it, buy it, 

and announce it.

To place your ad, call 389-9355
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For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Now Hiring 
Dishwasher at the 
Swinging Bridge 

Restaurant in Paint 
Bank. 

Melissa@paintbank 
generalstore.com

WANTED 

EXPENDITURES: FY 2022
FY 2021 Advertised Increase

GENERAL GOVERNMENT: Budget Budget (Decrease)

          Subtotal: 59,555,979$               53,471,725$                (6,084,254)$                        

L E G A L N O T I C E
County of Montgomery, Virginia
Synopsis of Advertised Budget

for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2022

Law Library 17,600$                      17,600$                       -$                                        

SCHOOLS:

        Subtotal: 121,119,330$             128,813,860$              7,694,530$                         

County Capital 3,531,173$                 3,580,645$                  49,472$                              

Debt Service 24,722,725$               24,722,725$                -$                                        

Economic Development 380,000$                    380,000$                     -$                                        

COUNTY TOTAL 209,326,807$             210,986,555$              1,659,748$                         

RESOURCES: FY 2021 FY 2022 Increase
Budget Advertised Budget (Decrease)

REVENUE:
General Undesignated Revenue:

     Total Undesignated Revenue

     Total Designated Revenue

     Total Fund Balance
TOTAL RESOURCES 209,326,807$             210,986,555$              1,659,748$                         

(1) Real Estate Tax Rate based on $0.89 per $100 of Assessed Valuation.
Personal Property Tax Rate Based on $2.55 per $100 Assessed Valuation.
By Order of the Board of Supervisors:
F. Craig Meadows, County Administrator
County of Montgomery, Virginia

This budget synopsis is prepared and published pursuant to Section 15.2-2506 of Code of Virginia, for 

A hearing will be held by the Board of Supervisors on April 8, 2021 at 6:15 P.M. at the County Govern-
ment Center Board Room, 755 Roanoke Street, Christiansburg, Virginia at which time any citizen of the 
County shall have the opportunity to attend and state his or her views on the advertised budget.
A copy of the Advertised Budget is available for inspection at the County Government Center, in the 

Food Service 
Associate/Dining 

Service Lead 
Positions Available 

Equal Opportunity 
Employer 

Help Wanted - 
General

Minorities/Females/Protec
ted Veterans/Individuals 
with Disabilities/Sexual 
Orientation/Gender 
Identity. 
Carilion Clinic is a drug-
free workplace. 

Legals - City of 
Radford

LEGAL NOTICE 
Tyler Avenue/East Main 

Street Connector   
Phase 1 

City of Radford 
Notice of Public Review 

City of Radford 
CDBG Annual 
Action Plan 

melissa.skelton@radfordva.
gov

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21000326-00 



Thursday, April 1, 2021 • The Vinton Messenger • Page 7 www.ourvalley.org

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

ADVERTISE!
To place a classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Peace of mind comes with knowing that an experienced 
professional is helping you make the r ight decisions each step 
of the way. We will assist with transferring assets, preparing 

tax returns and filing life or annuity claims.

INHERITANCES

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

540-591-5360
540-444-0291

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600
Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com
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Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.lem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500ng? Call the Virginia Help Lust be 18 or older. Pr

week in 202ek in 2k inEvery we 021 we will donate $ to a local nonprofit al nonprof1,000 to
that is providing valuable services in the areas we are located. that is provi are located. g valuable services in the areas

Helping those communities around us is at the core of our ho ore of our e communities around us is at tharoun
operational philosophy. We truly believe that high tides raise all operat des raise all osophy. We truly believe that higtruly believe th

nd we are determined to add value to the commships and w mmunitiesre determined to add value to theed to add value 
which we operain which we operate.

he charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back, Gives Back, es BaThrough the charitable program, Rosie’s ble program, R
Colonial Downs Group has made nial Downs Group has made monetary and in-kind donations  

of more than $1,185,000 and has logged over 1,100 service ver 1,100 service 1,100 serv, and has logged
urs in Virginia communitieses.hou n Virginia commu

TOGETHER
WE WIN

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS TO 2 052525 00 IN 5IN 5,00 2 WWEEKS TO
52 WORTHY CHARITIESHY Y55 RTHY2 WORWO CHARITIES

Jamia Crockett 
CEO | Families Forward Virginiarward Virgind Virg aies FoCEO | Fa

“Families Forward Virginia builds healthier, stronger, more self-sufficis hea“FamilF a builes Forward Virginard stronger, more self-sufficient 
families by disrupting the cycles of child abusfamil he cyclee cy of child abes by disrupting buse, neglect and poverty. 

This donation by Rosie’s Gaming helps us continue our statewide leadership is donThi aming hmin elps us continups us coby Rosy e our statewide leadership
through our equitable and inclusive evidence-based and multigenerational throu ational ve evidence-baevidenough our equitable and in nd multigener

positive-parenting strategies.”tegies.”egieitive-parentingve-parprevention and po

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER

IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAYIN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires June 30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

844-945-1631

Offer Expires 6.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

FOR 18 MONTHS

• 
• 
• Lifetime Warranty
• 

$500 Off
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 

 License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

Award-winning historic rehab w/ unique value-add opportunity! 93% occupied. 
Prime location near popular attractions and Averett Univ. Riverview Campus.
Details at  VAAF501

AUCTION

74 UNIT
APARTMENT
COMMUNITY

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 
Auction! April 10, 2021 9 am. 3766 Sand-
ers Creek Road, Buckingham, Va. 23936.
Real Estate - 6.16 +/-acres 2 log homes, 
Antiques, Collectibles, Personal Property.
Tilman’s,  HYPERLINK “http://www.
tilmansauctions.com” www.tilmansauc-
tions.com, VAL #348, (804) 347 4963
Thomas Timber Inc. Equipment Auc-
tion, Live & Online Bidding, Begins 
Closing 4/14 at 11am, 3344 NC Hwy 
210 E. Harrells, NC  28444, See Website 
for list of Items, ironhorseauction.com, 
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Advertise your 
upcoming auctions statewide and in 
other states.   Aff ordable Print and Dig-
ital Solutions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon Clark 

at Virginia Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net
HELP WANTED
Vacancies 2021-2022: Director of Hu-
man Resources, Coordinator of Federal 
Programs, Instructional Technology and 
Innovation Specialist, Elementary Educa-
tion, Middle Education, Special Educa-
tion, School Psychologist, Biology, Eng-
lish As A Second Language, Chemistry/
Physics, Mathematics, English, Health & 
Medical Science, Electronics/Robotics. 
APPLICATION PROCEDURE: To apply, 
please visit our website at  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.pecps.k12.va.us” www.
pecps.k12.va.us and complete the on-
line application - Prince Edward County 
Public Schools, Farmville, Virginia 23901 

(434) 315-2100 (EOE)
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Windows Starting at 
$235* Installed w/Free Trim Wrap Call 
804-739-8207 Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!
GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power out-
ages, so your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call for ad-
ditional terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf-
Filter estimate today. 15% off  Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667
ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Advertise your 
business statewide and in other states. 
Aff ordable Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners.  Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net 
LIVESTOCK SALES
Knoll Crest Farm Spring Bull and Female 
Sale, Saturday, April 10, 2021 at Noon. 
Featuring 100 Angus, Polled Hereford, 
Gelbvieh and Balancer Bulls. 32 Regis-
tered Angus & Hereford Bred Heifers. 
85+ Commercial Bred Heifers. Knoll Crest 
Farm, Red House, VA 434-376-3567. Call 
or visit our website to pre-register before 
sale day! KnollCrestFarm.com 
REAL ESTATE 
ATTN. REALTORS:   Advertise your list-
ings regionally or statewide. Aff ordable 
Print and Digital Solutions that get re-
sults! Call Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services  804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS $195.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  HYPERLINK “ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay funeral and 
other fi nal expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-1697 or 
visit www.Life55plus.info/vapress

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

As we continue serving our families and limiting
exposure to the COVID19 virus, we are now

allowed to operate at 100% capacity while meeting 
all mandated social distancing and facial

covering recommendations.

Most service options are now fully available.

Lotz Vinton Chapel  •  540-343-4986

Vinton Chapel
Celebrating Life

BOBGARRETT 
SERVICES

YOUR WHOLE HOUSE GENERATOR SPECIALISTS

bobgarrettservices.com
540-767-2900

According to Cantrell, 
the two-month balance 
based on the current FY22 
Revenue Forecast would 
be $1,326,433. Th e four-
month balance based on cur-
rent FY22 Revenue Forecast 
would be $2,652,866. Th e 
numbers change at least an-
nually as the General Fund 
revenue budget changes.

“Th e policy revision raises 
the target from two months 
to four months, which is 
more in line with what I’ve 
seen as a safer amount for us 
to maintain,” said Cantrell. 
“Our current policy only re-
quires a two-month balance; 
however, we have been keep-
ing closer to a four-month 
balance over the last  couple 
years and we have seen a 
much-improved cash fl ow 
over the last couple of years.

“After the 2008-2010 re-

cession, many governments 
did not have adequate fund 
balance and the recovery took 
a much slower path than an-
ticipated,” she added.  “After 
that recession and recovery, 
the  fi nancial guidance  start-
ed to say  to keep more on 
hand than two months, and 
I have seen some recommen-
dations  for some small local 
governments to consider as 
much as a six-months target 
of Fund Balance  based on 
risk.” 

Th e Government Fi-
nance Offi  cers Association 
(GFOA) guidance provides 
that each individual govern-
ment needs to consider their 
unique factors on setting an 
appropriate level, but under 
no circumstances would they 
recommend having less than 
two months. 

As for the use of Reserve 
Funds under the amended 
policy:

Economic Uncertainty-
-Funds reserved under this 
category shall be used to 
mitigate annual revenue 
shortfalls (actual revenues 
less than projected revenues) 
due to slowdown in local 
economic conditions as well 
as reductions in revenues 
caused by actions by state/
federal governments. Should 
any unanticipated reductions 
in revenues be deemed to be 
recurring, adjustments will 
be made in the following 
budget to refl ect revised rev-
enue projections. Any reserve 
funds expended within this 
category that result in year-
end reserves below the estab-
lished policy fl oor level shall 
be restored in the subsequent 

budget year. However, if the 
reserve level falls to below 
10% of budgeted General 
Fund Revenues, the Town 
Council may restore funds 
over a multi-year period. 

Emergency Reserve--
Funds reserved under this 
category shall be used to 
mitigate costs associated 
with unforeseen emergen-
cies, including natural di-
sasters. Should unforeseen 
and unavoidable events oc-
cur that require expenditure 
of Town resources beyond 
those provided for in the an-
nual budget, the town man-
ager shall have the authority 
to approve appropriation of 
Emergency Reserve Funds. 

Working Capital--Th e 
town uses a pooled cash 
method of accounting, 
which accounts for funds 
separately on the General 
Ledger, but allows cash bal-
ances to be combined in 
banking institutions for 
ease of use and/or higher 
interest earnings. Th e town 
treasurer may use the Unas-
signed Fund Balance during 
the year to provide adequate 
cash fl ow for expenditure 
needs during low periods 

of revenue collection or to 
account for reimbursable 
expenditures. If the Unas-
signed Fund Balance is not 
adequate to meet anticipated 
cash fl ow needs, the treasurer 
will work with the impacted 
departments to create a plan 
of action to avoid overspend-
ing of available cash reserves. 

As for excess Fund Bal-
ance, after the end of each 
fi scal year, the Treasurer’s 
Offi  ce/Finance Department 
will report on the audited 
year-end budgetary fi scal 
results. Should actual Gen-
eral Fund revenues exceed 
expenditures, a year-end 
operating surplus shall be 
reported. Any year-end op-
erating surplus which results 
in the General Fund balance 
exceeding the policy target 
level shall be deemed avail-
able for allocation for the 
following, subject to council 
approval: 

Transfer to the Capi-
tal Fund for appropriation 
within the Capital Improve-
ment Program Budget and/
or Deferred Maintenance 
Program for nonrecurring 
needs or establishing a bal-
ance for future Capital Proj-

ects. 
Re-evaluate items from 

the subsequent year’s oper-
ating budget that were not 
funded because of concern of 
budget shortfalls and provide 
for one-time, nonrecurring 
needs. 

It is the intent of Town 
Council to limit use of fund 
balances in the General Fund 
to address unanticipated one-
time needs. Fund Balances 
shall not be applied to recur-
ring annual operating expen-
ditures. 

Periodically, Cantrell pres-
ents to council a fi nancial 
report which includes the 
town’s cash and investments. 
Th e January 2021 Financial 
Report shows a cash balance 
of $4 million and investments 
of $3.3 million, for a total of 
approximately $7.3 million. 
Sounds very healthy—and it 
is—but cash and investments 
do not equal fund balance.

“Fund Balance is like tak-
ing a snapshot of available 
funding, of a town’s fi nancial 
position, at any certain point 
in time,” explains Cantrell. 
“It doesn’t necessarily equal 
cash on hand in the report 
because it includes short-
term liabilities and receivables 
in its calculation where the 
cash may not have been spent 
or received yet.”

An article in the Port City 
Daily newspaper in Wilm-
ington, N.C., explains in “A 
lesson in governmental book-
keeping: Fund Balance 101,” 
that government fi nances are 
not the same thing as a per-
sonal checking account. You 
can’t think of fund balances 
the same way as keeping cash 
in a regular checking account. 
A General Fund balance is a 
measure of equity between 
revenues and expenditures. 
It’s the measure of the fi nan-
cial health of a governmental 
fund. It is also a driving factor 
behind maintaining tax rates. 
It is essential to keep a high 
level of fund balance (or as 
much as you can) to mitigate 
your current risk, future risk, 
and to ensure that you have a 
stable tax base.”

Amend from page 4
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