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WBHS Class of 2021 recognized at Senior Honors Banquet

William Byrd High 
School recognized the 
accomplishments of the 
Class of 2021 at the Se-
nior Honors Banquet on 
May 12. Th e ceremony 
and dinner were held in 
the main gymnasium at 
the high school.

WBHS Principal Tam-
my Newcomb welcomed 
the students and their 
parents. “Tonight we will 
recognize the accomplish-
ments of the Class of 
2021,” she said. “Th ank 
you for being a class that 
truly embraced being a 
Terrier.”

Seniors Natalie Mul-
lins and Keaton Band 
were named Best All 
Around Female and Best 
All Around Male for the 
WBHS Class of 2021. 
Th is is a coveted honor 
based on academic suc-
cess, good character, and 
investment in the school 
and community. Th e 
awards are determined by 
a faculty nomination and 
vote and remain a secret 
until the honors banquet.

Department awards 
were also presented at the 
banquet. Each department 
selects an outstanding se-
nior who maintains good 
academic standards in the 
department, displays good 
character, and contributes 
constructively to the class, 
department, and school. 
Th ey are recommended by 
teachers and determined 
by a consensus vote by the 
department. Th e names 
of the department award 
recipients are not released 
until the night of the ban-
quet.

Department Award re-
cipients honored include:

•Art: Ashlyn Robinson
•Band: Nicholas Col-

vin
•Business: Nicholas 

Carter
•Choir: Bayla Kessler
•Drama: Ellen Frary
•English: Mathew 

Pampley
•Family and Consumer 

Science: Felicia Grace Da-
vis

•German: Nicholas 
Colvin

•Latin: Athena Liao
•Marketing: Kasey 

McKee
•Math: Adi Iyer
•Yearbook: Natalie 

Mullins
•Physical Education: 

Jamie Cawley
•Science: Tyler Buxton
•Social Studies: Taylor 

Dawson
•Spanish: Caroline 

Dullaghan
•Technology Educa-

tion: McCaff rey Simmons
Newcomb recognized 

several students with spe-
cial awards:

•Dylan Hatfi eld was 
recognized as Top Ter-
rier for the Class of 2021. 
“Th e Top Terrier is nomi-
nated by students, elected 
by the faculty, and award-
ed to the senior who best 
exemplifi es the qualities 
of integrity, loyalty, cour-
age of character, and who 
serves as a model for ev-
eryone,” said Newcomb. 
“Th is person values edu-
cation as well as the tradi-
tions of the school.”  

•Th ree seniors, Joey 
Sandzimier, Isaac Fix, and 
Taylor Dawson, received 
their Governor School 
cords for completing four 
years at the Roanoke Val-
ley Governor’s School.

revic, Christopher Blan-
kenship, Samuel Bunn, 
Sarah Butterworth, Tyler 
Buxton, Erin Courteman-
che, Hallie Cox, Rachel 
Cruff , Grayce Dantzler, 
Olivia Darnell, Taylor 
Dawson, Kinsey Doll-
bert, Caroline Dullaghan, 
Catherine Dullaghan, 
Elizabeth Fedor, Isaac Fix, 
Preston Fleitz, Ellen Frary, 
Caroline Gibbs, Andrea 
Gonzalez, Cade Hanson, 
Hunter Harris, Dylan 
Hatfi eld, Seth Hodges, 
Hanna Howell, William 
Howell, Adi Iyer, Brooke 
Johnston, Bayla Kessler, 
Erin Kirtley, Autumn 
Krebs, Athena Liao, , Kas-
ey McKee, Eh Th a Moe, 
Natalie Mullins, Faith Par-
rish,, Dillon Peters, Hailey 
Ramsey, Elizabeth Reck-
tenwald, Emma Roberts, 
Charlotte Rose, Joseph 
Sandzimier, McCaff rey 
Simmons, Sarah Stan-
ley, Annie Stevens, Em-
ily Summey, Erin Taylor, 
Luke Taylor, Stella Taylor, 
Mya Travis, Reagan Tuck, 
Julie Wang, Katie Wheel-
er, and Madisin Witt. 

Candidates for Valedic-
torian were announced. 
Th ey include those who 
have achieved a cumula-
tive GPA of 4.0 or higher 
during their high school 
years. In recognition of 
that accomplishment, 
each student was present-
ed a Valedictorian Stole 
and Certifi cate as well as 
their Honor Graduate 
gold tassel and Advanced 
Diploma pin. (Students 
were reminded that once 
fi nal GPAs are released, 
more valedictorians might 
be added to the list. Con-
versely, if a student’s GPA 
dropped below 4.0, they 
would not be able to grad-
uate as a valedictorian.)

Valedictorians hon-
ored included: Urunna 
Anyanwu, Keaton Band, 
Amna Becirevic, Christo-
pher Blankenship, Sarah 
Butterworth, Tyler Bux-
ton, Erin Courtemanche, 
Grayce Dantzler, Olivia 
Darnell, Taylor Daw-
son, Caroline Dullaghan, 
Catherine Dullaghan, 
Elizabeth Fedor, Isaac Fix, 
Preston Fleitz, , Andrea 
Gonzalez, Cade Hanson, 
Hunter Harris, Dylan 
Hatfi eld, Hanna How-
ell, William Howell, Adi 
Iyer, Brooke Johnston, 
Bayla Kessler, Autumn 
Krebs, Athena Liao, Kasey 
McKee, Natalie Mullins, 
Mathew Pampley, Faith 
Parrish, Michelle Price, 
Hailey Ramsey, Eliza-
beth Recktenwald, Emma 
Roberts, Charlotte Rose, 
Joseph Sandzimier, Annie 
Stevens, Emily Summey, 
Erin Taylor, Mya Travis, 
and Reagan Tuck. 

Distinguished Honor 
Graduates with a GPA of 
3.5 or higher were recog-
nized and presented with 
an Honor Gold Tassel. 
Th ose who earned an Ad-
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Latin Department Award winner Athena Liao.

WBHS seniors Natalie Mullins and Keaton Band were 
named Best All Around Female and Best All Around 
Male at the Senior Honors Banquet on May 12. They 
are shown with WBHS Principal Tammy Newcomb.

Choir Department Award winner Bayla Kessler.

Drama Department Award winner Ellen Frary.

Family and Consumer Science Department winner 
Felicia Grace Davis.

Band and German Department Award winner Nicholas 
Colvin.

Business Department Award winner Nicholas Carter.

•Isaac Fix, Hunter 
Harris, Elizabeth Reckt-
enwald, Dylan Hatfi eld, 
and Amna Becirevic were 
awarded the Blue Ridge 
District Academic Awards 
for having the highest 
GPA and the most award-
ed school letters.

•Hunter Harris and 
Elizabeth Recktenwald 
were recognized as the 
2021 B’Nai Brith award 
winners for William Byrd 
High School. Th e B’Nai 
Brith awards are given 
each year to a male and fe-
male winner from among 
19 schools in the Roanoke 
Valley. It is viewed local-
ly as the area “Heisman 
trophy” of high school 
awards. Th e student-
athletes are judged diff er-
ently than most awards 
of this kind. Th e award is 
weighted 40-percent on 
athletic success, 40-per-
cent on academic success 
and 20 percent on com-
munity service. Harris 
and Recktenwald will 
compete with the winners 
from the other 18 schools 
for the prestigious award.

•Faith Parrish was rec-
ognized for completing 
her Associates Degree at 
Virginia Western Com-
munity College while 
completing her high 
school diploma.

•Keaton Band and Car-
oline Gibbs were honored 
as the 2021 Dog Pound 
leaders. Each year the se-
nior class nominates and 
votes for two students to 
lead the award-winning 
school-spirited, rowdy–
but fun–student section 
known as the Dog Pound.  

BETA Club members 
were recognized and pre-
sented with BETA Club 
certifi cates and pins. 
BETA Club is a national 
honor and service orga-
nization that has been 
a part of William Byrd 
since 1960. Students with 
a 3.75 GPA at the end of 
their junior year are in-
vited to join the BETA 
Club. If a student decides 
to become a member, they 
participate in volunteer 
activities in the school 
and in the community. 
BETA Club members in 
the Class of 2021 who 
completed 10 hours of 
volunteer service also re-
ceived a BETA cord to 
wear at graduation.

BETA Club members 
recognized in 2021 in-
clude: Brandon Acker, 
Urunna Anyanwu, Ke-
aton Band, Amna Beci-

See Banquet, page 5
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF VINTON, VIRGINIA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Please be advised that the Vinton Town Council will hold a public hearing 
concerning the proposed FY2021-2022 Town of Vinton Budget at its meet-
ing on Tuesday, June 1, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter 
may be heard. In light of the ongoing COVID-19 emergency, participation in 
this public hearing by Council members, staff, and the public will be avail-
able through electronic or other alternative means. The public may com-
ment on the proposed budget by emailing sjohnson@vintonva.gov, leaving 
a message at 540-983-0607 or writing to the Town Clerk, Vinton Municipal 
Building, 311 S. Pollard Street, Vinton, Virginia 24179. Voice mails, emails 
and other messages containing comments on the budget will be provided 
to Council members. The public also may be able to comment during the 
electronic public hearing. Citizens interested in this option must register in 
advance by calling the Town Clerk’s Of  ce at 540-983-0607 or sending an 
email to sjohnson@vintonva.gov by 12 Noon on Friday, May 28, 2021. The 
public can observe this meeting through a livestream on the Town’s Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/vintonva. Additional information concern-
ing the meeting and the public hearing will be made available on the Town’s 
website at least three days before the meeting date. The proposed budget is 
as follows:

Persons requiring special assistance to attend and participate 
at this public hearing should contact the Town Manager’s of  ce at 
(540) 983-0607. 

Susan N. Johnson, CMC
       Town Clerk

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Punctuation mark
 6. Married woman
 9. Nocturnal rodent
13. Suffix
14. A way to disappoint
15. Saddle horse
16. West African country
17. Philippine island
18. “Girls” creator Dunham
19. A type of twin
21. Groans
22. Infections
23. What a beaver makes
24. Thou
25. Make a mistake
28. Receive
29. Dresses
31. Burn the surface of
33. Where coaches observe
36. Ceremonial offices
38. Paddle 
39. The body’s main artery

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

41. Altered the original 
state
44. Alleges
45. Short-billed rails
46. Northern Thai province
48. Albanian monetary unit
49. Who the Wolverines 
play for
51. Oath
52. Astronomical period
54. A single unit
56. Presides over
60. Spoiled tot
61. Hillsides
62. Fertility god
63. Assuage
64. Signs a contract
65. Ancient Greek war 
dance
66. Allows
67. Lunar crater
68. Crash a motorcycle 
(Brit. slang)

CLUES DOWN
 1. Loose-fitting undergar-
ment
 2. Western Romanian city
 3. Unit of length
 4. Type of electricity
 5. Article
 6. Mothers
 7. Monetary unit
 8. Single Lens Reflex
 9. Tan-colored horses
10. Region
11. Cautious in spending 
money
12. Belittle
14. Sarcastic
17. Fathers
20. Clothes
21. Opera’s Callas
23. Lentil dish
25. Energy-saving module
26. Make sense of a language
27. Hurries through

29. Songs to one’s lover
30. Name given to plant groups
32. Improves
34. Patriotic women
35. Inflamed swelling on the 
eyelid
37. Instrument in Indian music
40. Request
42. Make into leather without 
using tannin
43. Defies
47. Neither
49. Flower cluster
50. Phonological unit
52. Leaves in water
53. Cavalry-sword
55. Famed American cartoonist
56. Messenger ribonucleic acid
57. Scarlett’s home
58. Make
59. Stony waste matter
61. What to do at auction
65. Incorrect letters

Signs urge ‘Say NO to 
HATE, YES to LOVE’

Vinton is known for its 
LOVE artwork sign at the 
Vinton War Memorial on 
Washington Avenue. But 
there is a new “Love” sign 
springing up in Vinton 
neighborhoods and sur-
rounding areas.

Th e signs say simply 
“Say NO to HATE, Say 
YES to LOVE, LOVE 
GOD, LOVE ALL.”

Steve Musselwhite of 
Vinton says this is a mes-
sage that needs desperately 
to be shared—that “we 
need to listen to and live 
every day.”

He and his wife Billie 
Sue were riding bikes in a 
Florida residential neigh-
borhood and noticed a 
similar sign on a lawn 
there. He took a photo 

and asked a local sign 
company to make him 10 
of the signs when he re-
turned home. 

“It touched my heart,” 
Musselwhite says. “Th at’s 
a message we need to share 
with people all over the 
world. Th ere is a defi cit of 
love, a lack of love, in the 
world today.”

Th e signs have been 
placed around Vinton 
and at United Method-
ist Churches in Franklin 
County and on the way to 
Smith Mountain Lake.

“We need to stop hat-
ing people who are not 
just like us,” Musselwhite 
said. “God is love and He 
commands us to love. We 
don’t necessarily have to 
like one another, but God 

does tell us to love one an-
other.

“We need to concen-
trate on the 99% of things 
we agree on, instead of the 
1% we don’t agree on,” he 
said. “Just because some-
one thinks diff erently than 
you, doesn’t make them 
wrong or deserving of 
hate.

“As Christians, we don’t 
have to think alike, we just 
need to love alike.”

Musselwhite is the pres-
ident of Musselwhite and 
Associates, a member of 
Th rasher Memorial Unit-
ed Methodist Church, a 
leader in the Kairos prison 
ministry, and a member 
of the Roanoke County 
Economic Development 
Authority.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Steve Musselwhite of Vinton is sharing a message he believes is much needed in 
today’s world. 

www.vintonmessenger.com

Antique Car Show and Family Movie 
Night rescheduled for May 22

On Saturday, May 22, enjoy outdoor 
fun in downtown Vinton at the Vinton 
Farmers’ Market with an antique car show 
and movie night, sponsored by the Vin-
ton Dogwood Festival. Th ese two events 
were rescheduled from the April 24 Dog-
wood Festival due to weather challenges.

Th e Roanoke Valley Region Antique 
Automobile Association will conduct a 
judged car show from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Th e evening will conclude with an out-
door Family Movie Night featuring “Th e 
Lion King” (2019) on a large screen at 
7:45 p.m. Th e movie event includes free 

admission, free popcorn and a free take 
home craft kit for children. Bring a chair 
or blanket for seating.  

Th e Movie Night is sponsored by Plati-
num Level Sponsor Rosie’s Gaming Em-
porium. 

Both activities will take place at the 
Vinton Farmers’ Market, 204 W. Lee Av-
enue in downtown Vinton.

For additional information, contact 
Chasity Barbour at 983-0645, cbar-
bour@vintonva.gov about the movie or 
Ron Vanderpool at 309-6945, ronvan-
derpool49@comcast.net for the car show. 
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Town Council takes deep dive into FY21-22 budget
Vinton Town Council 

took a deep dive into the 
proposed FY 2021-2022 
budget in a briefi ng present-
ed by Town Manager Pete 
Peters during its meeting on 
May 18 and a work session 
afterwards led by Finance 
Director/Treasurer Anne 
Cantrell.

Th e proposed budget for 
FY22 totals $14,179,981—
an increase over last year’s 
budget of 21.5%. Th e 
FY21 budget total was 
$11,663,773, reduced from 
the original due to fears of 
the impact of the pandemic 
on the economy.

Proposed budget high-
lights include a 1% cost of 
living adjustment for all em-
ployees, implementation of a 
new classifi cation plan, con-
tinuing to off er a free em-
ployee health plan, funding 
the fi rst year of a seven-year 
Capital Improvement Plan, 
and continued economic 
development.

Peters delineated sources 
of revenues for the town. 
Sixty percent of the town’s 
revenues are generated by 
business-related taxes: real 
estate tax ($75,640), busi-
ness personal property 
($184,644), communica-
tion tax ($636,409), business 
license tax ($647,071), fran-
chise license tax ($27,584), 
bank stock tax ($207,466), 
pari-mutuel tax mainly from 
Rosie’s Gaming Emporium 
($550,000), admissions tax 
($1,127), transient occupan-
cy tax ($3,214), prepared 
food tax ($1,282,197), ciga-
rette tax ($116,969), and 
state sales tax ($1,157,416) 
for a total of $4.9 million.

Peters commented that 
the town has hopes that 
development of its hotel 
site could quickly increase 
transient occupancy tax rev-
enues.

He emphasized that the 
town has a consumer-based 
economy and is fairly di-
verse, not based on one tax 
source.

About $4.8 million of the 
General Fund revenues go 
to the Public Safety ($2.9 
million) and Public Works 
($1.9 million) departments.

Utility Fund revenues 
come mainly from fees for 
water and wastewater ser-
vices. Council was reminded 
that as part of the Davenport 
& Company Rate Study in 
2019, council approved a 
multi-year rate schedule 
which includes an 8 % ser-
vice charge increase and a 6 
% volumetric rate increase 
each July 1 through FY2023.

Th e proposed town bud-
get will fund 73 positions 
across all departments—up 
two from FY20-21.

Th e budget, for the fi rst 
time in a decade, includes 
funding for a Capital Im-
provement Plan. In FY21-
22, those capital projects 
will include traffi  c signal 
improvements at various 
intersections, ERP software 
replacement, Gish Mill 
parking and façade im-
provements, gateway signs, 
the Glade Creek 2B grant 
match, a worksite and work 
zone safety package, history 
museum repairs, and body 
cameras for the Vinton Po-
lice Department. 

As a priority in the FY22 
proposed budget, town 
management presented a 
seven-year CIP plan bal-
anced within forecast avail-
able funding.

Peters told council that 
the town’s total debt across 
all funds—General, Utility, 
and Stormwater—is approx-
imately $11 million.

Of the $14.2 million 
budget proposed, 40.15% 
($5.6 million) goes for per-
sonnel costs and $3.9 mil-
lion (27.89%) for operating 
costs.

In the budget work ses-
sion following the regular 
council meeting, Cantrell 
presented an even more in-
depth look at the budget, 
especially sources of rev-
enue, and the seven-year 
CIP program. A prolonged 
discussion emanated from 
proposed increases to certain 
fees mainly related to plan-
ning and zoning procedures.

A public hearing on the 
FY21-22 budget is sched-
uled for the next council 
meeting on June 1 with the 
budget to be adopted by 

council at the June 15 meet-
ing.

In other business, council 
adopted a resolution appro-
priating funds to purchase 
Body Worn Cameras for the 
Vinton Police Department. 
Th e Department of Crimi-
nal Justice has approved 
a grant in the amount of 
$97,326 to include a local 
match of $48,633. Th e po-
lice department is also in-
stalling new in-car cameras.

Vinton police were recog-
nized in a proclamation for 
National Police Week (May 
9-15), and very creatively 
this year, via video produced 
by RVTV. National Public 
Works week was proclaimed 
via RVTV video as well. 

Peters introduced Assis-
tant Town Manager Cody 
Sexton at his fi rst council 
meeting. Sexton has spent 
the past seven years as the as-
sistant to the county admin-
istrator in Botetourt County. 
One of his main assignments 
will be overseeing the Public 
Works Department.

“We are thrilled to have 
him join the team,” said Pe-
ters.

Planning and Zoning 
Director Anita McMillan 
shared the town’s plans for 
Arbor Day which will be 
celebrated at 9 a.m. on May 
25 in conjunction with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for the Glade Creek Green-
way Phase II. Th e ceremony 
will take place at the Glade 
Creek Greenway Trailhead 
located off  Gus Nicks Bou-
levard below the Billy Byrd 
Apartments. Th e public is 
invited to attend. Roanoke 
County offi  cials will be join-
ing the town for the celebra-
tion.

Arbor Day usually in-
cludes tree planting and this 
year the town has received 
$6,000 in grant funding to 
purchase trees.

Peters briefed council on 
three agreements involving 
the Gish Mill Redevelop-
ment Project: a Performance 
Agreement, an Industrial 
Revitalization Fund Loan 
from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Housing and 
Community Development 

(DHCD), and a Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing (MOU) with Roanoke 
County. He described the 
project as “challenging and 
expensive,” requiring public 
and private investments.

Peters said the Gish Mill 
project will be funded in 
thirds—one-third private 
investment, one-third from 
grants and historic tax 
credits, and one-third from 
public funding through the 
Town of Vinton and Roa-
noke County.

Th e town has partnered 
with the Roanoke County 
Economic Development 
Authority to negotiate the 
performance agreement 
with Gish Mill Davii, LLC, 
valued at up to $910,000 
over a 10-year period to in-
centivize the redevelopment 
of the Gish Mill property to 
encourage mixed-use com-
mercial, residential, and re-
tail development.

Th e redevelopment proj-
ect will include a restaurant, 
seven lodging units, a lo-
cally sourced market, and a 
special event space located 
in the basement area. It is 
expected to be completed in 
December 2022.

It is expected to gener-
ate in excess of $165,000 
annually in combined tax 
revenues for the town and 
county on anticipated gross 
revenues of $1.85 million.

Financial terms of the 

Performance Agreement in-
clude: 

A single lump sum pay-
ment at closing for public 
infrastructure, gateway and 
parking improvements in 
the amount of $250,000 

Reimbursement of all 
Permitting and Utility Con-
nection Fees paid to the 
town by the company, not 
to exceed $40,000 

Reimbursement of all 
Building Permitting Fees 
paid to the county by the 
company, not to exceed 
$20,000 

Five equal payments of 
$80,000 each year in the 
initial fi ve years (years 1-5) 
of the agreement 

Five equal payments of 
$40,000 each year in the last 
fi ve years (years 6-10) of the 
agreement 

Providing a $468,500 
Industrial Redevelopment 
Loan (IRF) 

Performance terms of the 
agreement include: 

A minimum investment 
of $2,700,000 

Creation and maintain-
ing at least 37 new jobs for 
10 years 

Generating and paying 
at least $40,000 annually in 
meals taxes to the town for 
10 years 

Repayment of the IRF 
loan in full to the town

Th e town was awarded 
the IRF loan of $486,750 
from DHCD and in part-

nership with the Roanoke 
County Economic Devel-
opment Authority will pro-
vide the funds to Gish Mill 
Davii, LLC in the form of a 
30-year loan with a 2.5% in-
terest rate and 20-year defer-
ment. As the loan is repaid 
with interest, the town may 
redirect the loan proceeds 
back into future redevelop-
ment projects within the 
Central Business District.

Th e MOU is a funding 
agreement with Roanoke 
County to reimburse the 
town for a portion of the In-
centive Grant for Gish Mill 
in the amount of $40,000 
annually over fi ve years. It 
will also reimburse up to 
$20,000 of building permit 
fees paid to the county.

Donna Collins presented 
the town’s proposed Paid 
Time Off  (PTO) Policy 
which will replace the exist-
ing Vacation and Sick Leave 
Accrual Policy. It will take 
eff ect on June 1.

Public Works Director 
Bo Herndon reported that 
work on the traffi  c signals 
at the intersection of Clear-
view Drive and Hardy Road 
is expected to begin the fi rst 
week of June. 

Peters announced that in-
person Town Council meet-
ings will resume on July 6. 
RVTV is working to de-
velop a system to continue 
broadcasts of the meetings.

PHOTO COURTESY OF RVTV
Vinton Police Chief Fabricio Drumond accepts a proclamation  from Mayor Brad 
Grose recognizing May 9-15 as National Police Week. 

Our Old Hammock
Th is week has been an 

emotional week in the Rus-
sell home, as we approach 
the end of an era. On Th urs-
day, Parker will graduate 
from preschool, and that is a 
big change for all of us. For 
the last six years preschool 
has been an integral part 
of our home. From special 
crafts to classroom centers, 
superhero day to color of the 
week, special snacks to birth-
day celebrations, Wednesday 
chapel services to Christmas 
plays, preschool has been a 
special place for our family. 
For our boys, it has been a 
place of love and acceptance, 
encouragement and sup-
port; a place to learn how 
to make friends and follow 
directions, how to share, 
take turns, explore, discover, 
laugh, and play; a place of 
learning how to say goodbye 
to Mom and Dad with the 
assurance that they always 
come back. Th ere is a lot 
about preschool that Parker 
is going to miss.

As a parent, one of the 
best parts of my day has been 
picking Parker up from pre-
school at lunchtime. I love 
arriving a little early, sitting 
in my car with the windows 
down, watching a game of 
chase unfold and listening 
to the sounds of laughter 
and fun. I love the look on 
Parker’s face when he sees me 
coming and runs to the fence 
to say hello. I love listening 
to all of the stories from his 
day, as we drive home for 
lunch. I love those precious 
20 minutes we spend sitting 
on the couch side-by-side, 
eating our sandwiches, and 
watching whatever cartoon 
he chooses to watch. I love 
that big hug he gives me, as 

Whitney comes home, and 
I head back to the offi  ce. As 
a parent there is a lot about 
preschool that I too am go-
ing to miss.

Th is week we have all 
been feeling it. Yesterday as 
we were driving home for 
lunch, Parker talked a lot 
about his graduation and 
how fun it was going to be. 
He said he could not wait to 
celebrate with all his friends, 
throwing water balloons and 
eating ice cream. He seemed 
so excited. Shortly after ar-
riving home, he looked out 
into the backyard and said, 
“I miss our old hammock.” 
Moments after uttering 
those words (that seemed to 
come out of nowhere), he 
laid down on the couch face-
down and began to cry.

At fi rst, I was a bit con-
fused. Our backyard ham-
mock broke a couple of 
months ago. He and Carter 
were playing on it, and the 
post that supported one 
side snapped. After digging 
up what remained of that 
post and disposing of it, I 
promised the boys we would 
fi nd a new place to hang the 
hammock. Th ey were happy 
with that solution and have 
not talked about it since. 
When Parker brought it up 
yesterday with such emo-
tion, I was a bit surprised. 
Lying down beside him and 
putting my hand on his 
back I said, “I’m sorry about 
the hammock, buddy, but 
remember I promised you 
and Carter that I would fi nd 
a new place to hang it up 
again.” Bursting into tears, 
he said: “I don’t want to fi nd 
a new place. I just want our 
old hammock back where 
it was, the way it has always 

been!”
At that moment it hit 

me: whether he realized it 
or not, we were not really 
talking about the hammock 
in the backyard. What his 
heart was saying but his 
words could not express, was 
the grief he and I both were 
feeling about a change we 
knew was coming. After all 
that talk about graduation, 
we were both realizing that 
our mid-day waves from the 
playground, snuggles, car-
toons, and lunches on the 
couch were coming to an 
end. Th ough we will cer-
tainly fi nd other times for 
all of those things, our daily 
routine of sharing that spe-
cial time together was about 
to change. In response, with 
tears welling up in my eyes, I 
pulled him close to me and 
said, “I’m going to miss that 
old hammock too, buddy.”

Change is hard. Even 
when change is necessary—a 
natural progression of life—
there is grief. So often we 
too “just want our old ham-
mock back where it was, the 
way it has always been.” Th e 
reality that where it was no 
longer is, and therefore can-
not be again, is hard. Th e 
daily process of facing that 
reality and adapting to our 
new normal is hard. Th ank-
fully, as we take that step and 
make that change, we can be 
assured that God is at work. 
In his infi nite care and love 
for us, he is able to take every 
change we face, however dif-
fi cult it may be, and use our 
transitions for our transfor-
mation.

Paul encouraged the 
church in Corinth by de-
scribing the process this way: 
“So we do not lose heart . . 

. For this slight momentary 
affl  iction is preparing us for 
an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all measure, because 
we look not at what can be 
seen but at what cannot be 
seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot 
be seen is eternal  (2 Cor-
inthians 4:16-18).”  When 

it comes to change, what 
we can see is the transition; 
what we often cannot see is 
the transformation. Paul as-
sures us that through Christ, 
one accompanies the other; 
however, the growing pains 
of life’s transitions will not 
last, but the transforma-
tion they produce is eternal. 

Whatever change we are fac-
ing—old hammock we are 
missing—may we be  “con-
fi dent of this, that the one 
who began a good work in 
you will bring it to comple-
tion by the day of Jesus 
Christ (Philippians 1:6).”

By Pastor Travis Russell, 
Vinton Baptist Church

From the Pulpit
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William Byrd High School 
Principal Tammy Newcomb, 
Vinton’s Roanoke County 
School Board representative Tim 
Greenway, and Roanoke County 
Schools Director of Facilities and 
Operations Chris Lowe hosted 
an open house at the school on 
Sunday afternoon, May 16. 

Renovations and new con-
struction will begin on the high 
school this summer and the 
open house gave the commu-
nity the opportunity to visit the 
school once more before reno-
vations get underway. Architec-
tural drawings and renderings 
and site plans of the planned 
renovations were on display in 
the front lobby. 

Greenway emphasized the 
need for updates to the school. 
He noted that much of the 
school looks just as it did when 
he graduated in 1982.

Th e project was originally 
planned to be completed in 18 
months, but with industry-wide 

delays in construction and pro-
duction and delivery of con-
struction materials, that timeline 
will most likely be 24 months 
instead with completion esti-
mated for December 2022.

Th e School Board received 
an update on the project at its 
meeting on May 4 from Troy 
Smith, president of Avis Con-
struction, and Earle Shumate, 
senior designer for Hughes and 
Associates Architects and Engi-
neers, along with Lowe.

Avis Construction and 
Hughes and Associates were 
awarded the contract for the 
WBHS renovation and con-
struction project in November 
2020. 

At the board meeting Shu-
mate said that the philosophy 
of Hughes and Associates was 
to make the Vinton school 
“look and feel like a new school 
without building a new school, 
to make the Byrd facility more 
cohesive—to look like a school 

that was built all at the same 
time.”

Th ey plan to accomplish this 
through a series of infi ll addi-
tions, some major renovations, 
reshuffl  ing of spaces, and general 
updates of all the fi nishes in the 
building, all the casework, the 
HVAC systems, electrical sys-
tems, plumbing, etc.

Avis will place 12 trailers on 
the school grounds to provide 
classroom space for students dis-
placed during the renovations. 
Th ose trailers will be moved 
onto the William Byrd campus 
in June and mobilized by July. 
Newcomb said that about half of 
the school will be open and used 
during the renovations.

Th e initial cost of the project 
was estimated to be approxi-
mately $23 million, including 
soft costs of technology and fur-
niture. Th at price may increase 
signifi cantly due to current mar-
ket conditions. Lowe said that 
pricing will be addressed on May 

26 when subcontractor bids are 
received. 

Some features of the William 
Byrd project will include a reno-
vation of Byrd’s front portico 
and its front lobby with a new 
Hall of Fame, new science labs, 
new art classrooms, the addition 
of its fi rst Choir Room (choir 
and band now share a space), an 
added gym dedicated to wres-
tling and cheerleading, a new 
elevator, renovations to the guid-
ance offi  ces and media center 
with the two swapping spaces, 
addition of a sprinkler system, 
added security systems, and the 
addition of numerous restrooms 
throughout the building. 

Workspaces will be added for 
Special Education staff . Th e fi nal 
portion of the building which 
has not received a new roof, will 
have one installed. An emphasis 
will be placed on natural light-
ing, including the addition of an 
atrium.

Th is is the fi rst Roanoke 

County school to be built un-
der the “design build” model in 
which the architects and con-
tractor work together from the 
beginning, as a team, providing 
unifi ed project recommenda-
tions. Th is process should re-
duce cost overruns and save tax-
payer dollars.

Greenway says the purpose 
of the William Byrd project 
is to “bring the school up to 
the standards of the other four 
high schools in the county.” Th e 
school was built in 1969 and 
has been renovated or added to 
piecemeal on six previous occa-
sions. 

He stressed again his belief 
that renovations and construc-
tion at William Byrd and other 
county schools which have be-
come antiquated will increase 
pride in the community and 
lead to students choosing to re-
main in the area to work after 
high school or college—May 16 
was all about “Terrier Pride.”

William Byrd hosts open house prior to renovations

William Byrd front entrance May 2021

Proposed WBHS front entrance

WBHS front lobby May 2021 PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Proposed WBHS front lobby WBHS partial site plan 

WBHS media center May 2021

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  HUGHES AND ASSOCIATESProposed WBHS media center
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

(540) 982-6691

Resources to help you plan the most comprehensive recovery

The exclusive LifeWorks Rehab recovery program powers 
recoveries you simply won’t find anywhere else.

Scan this barcode for resources
from LifeWorks Rehab.

MyLifeWorksRehab.com/resources

vanced Studies Diploma 
also received a pin recog-
nizing that accomplish-
ment. 

Distinguished Honor 
graduates for 2021 in-
clude: Alayna Abdelhadi, 
Brandon Acker, Christo-
pher Beckner, Augustus 
Blake, Morgan Bohon, 
Morgan Booth, Kian 
Bradac, Samuel Bunn, 
Nicholas Carter, James 
Cawley, Nicholas Col-
vin, Hallie Cox, Rachel 
Cruff , Felicia Davis, Ty-
ler Dean, Kinsey Doll-
berg, Gracie Fairbanks, 
Ellen Frary, Caroline 
Gibbs, Mason Gibson, 
Emily Hale, Ashlyn Har-
ris, Kara Harvey, Seth 
Hodges, Andrew Jenkins, 
Carson Jernigan, Joseph 
Johnson, Erin Kirtley, 
Ryan Krawczyk, Andrew 
Kroese, Carson Leon-
ard, Bryson Lutz, Wil-
liam Marsh III, Amelita 
Martin, Eh Th a Moe,  
Zachary Moore, Kaitlyn 
Morgan, Katelyn Mor-
gan, Kassity Morris, Tyler 
Oliver, Jocellan Pearce, 
Dillon Peters, William 
Pickeral, Ethan Powell, 
Payten Richardson, Ash-
lyn Robinson, Kelsey 
Roth, Madison Saunders, 
Arielle Shiloh, McCaff rey 
Simmons, Kollin Slusher, 
Sarah Stanley, Luke Tay-
lor, Stella Taylor, Haley 
Th omas, Megan Th om-
as, Autumn Th omp-
son, Faith Turner, Julie 
Wang, Taylor West, Katie 
Wheeler, D’aja Williams, 

Dylan Wimmer, Mad-
isin Witt, Morgan Witt, 
Hollie Yates, and Landon 
Young.

Th e Best All Around 
Male and Female awards 
were presented at the end 
of the evening. Each year 
the awards are presented 
by members represent-
ing organizations active 
in the community—the 
Breakfast Lions Club of 
Vinton and the GFWC 
Woman’s Club of Vinton. 
Winners were awarded a 
$250 scholarship.

Vicki Newburn from 
the Vinton Woman’s 
Club presented the 
Best All Around Female 
award.

“Our organization 
seeks ways to honor and 
thank our community 
workers for their contri-
butions,” said Newburn. 
“We recognize those that 
serve all of us. We have 
enjoyed serving the Vin-
ton community for many 
years and one of our fa-
vorite yearly endeavors 
is to present an award to 
the William Byrd Best All 
Around Female student.

“Th is year’s student 
has excelled in her aca-
demic  achievements as 
an AP Scholar with Dis-
tinction, a member of the 
Beta Club; she was in the 
Gifted Program and she 
served as Junior Honor 
Marshall, all while main-
taining a grade point av-
erage of 4.2.

“She has many leader-

ship roles such as: SCA 
President, Team Terrier 
Mentor Program, edi-
tor of the Yearbook staff , 
the American Red Cross 
Club and the Roanoke 
County Student Advisory 
Council. Her list goes on 
to include  the William 
Byrd Academic Team and 
the Chick-fi l-a Leader-
ship Academy.

“She plays on the 
school tennis team and 
works in her spare time 
as a nanny.

“She is dedicated to 
serving her community 
by volunteering for the 
Roanoke Rail Yard Daw-
gs Hockey Booster Club 
and helping at Bedrock 
Roanoke Community 
Church working with 
children and participat-
ing in outreach programs.

“She is well respected 
among her peers and her 
teachers. It is with great 
joy that I tell you that 
Virginia Tech will be 
proud to welcome your 
Best All Around selec-
tion–Miss Natalie Mul-
lins.”

Th e award for Best 
All Around Male was 
presented by John Dyer, 
fi rst vice president of the 
Breakfast Lions Club of 
Vinton.

“We are proud to serve 
the community in all 
types of volunteer work 
and fundraising for local 
needs,” said Dyer. “On 
behalf of the Lions I am 
honored to recognize a 

student who has commit-
ted his high school years 
to serving William Byrd 
and his community with 
distinction.  

“Our winner tonight 
has served in the Chris-
tian Athletics Club, the 
Prevention Club, Red 
Cross Club, Habitat for 
Humanity Club and the 
Chick-Fil-A Leadership 
Program. 

“Our winner was an 
all-state athlete in In-
door Track, Senior Class 
President, Dog Pound 
Leader, and had a GPA of 
4.3.   He will be entering 
Virginia Tech this fall in 
their Neuroscience Pro-
gram.

“To say that our win-
ner made the best of his 
high school years is an 
understatement.  Even 
more amazing consider-
ing the challenges of the 
pandemic. I am sure this 
is not a surprise to any 
of you, but the winner 
of the William Byrd Best 
All-Round Male is Ke-
aton Band.”  

Th e 2021 Senior Hon-
ors Banquet was orga-
nized and facilitated by 
Senior Sponsor Hannah 
Blais. Th e meal was ca-
tered by Sal’s. 

Each Honor Gradu-
ate was asked to create 
a “Senior Board” with 
their pictures and ac-
complishments to share 
at the banquet. They 
were on display in the 
cafeteria.

Marketing Department Award winner Kasey McKee.

Yearbook Department Award winner Natalie Mullins.

Physical Education Department Award winner Jamie 
Cawley.

Science Department Award winner Tyler Buxton.

Social Studies Department Award winner Taylor Dawson.

 Spanish Department Award winner Caroline Dullaghan.

Banquet from page 1

Technology Education Department Award winner 
McCaffrey Simmons.

Submit 
your 

community 
news 
and 

photos 
to 

vintonmessenger
@ourvalley.org.

www.vintonmessenger.com
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
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If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - lo-
cated at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Tra-
ditional Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 
10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.
sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In 
Roanoke, go E on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 
4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. 
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional 
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, 
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Wor-
ship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 
6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Wash-
ington Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. 
Travis Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary 
Service 8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Tra-
ditional Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  
Family Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., 
Children’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 
6:30 p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 10 a.m.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3679 Sandlewood Road, Roanoke VA 
24018, (540) 206-6160. Repent & Be Baptized… 
Acts 2:38. Come study the Bible with us! Sunday 
Bible Study 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m., www.christianchurchof-
christclearbrook.org

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is 
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 

1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James 
B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Wor-
ship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 

Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-
mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev. 
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School 
- 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children -
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.
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Read 2 Chronicles 24:1 through 
26:23

After Uzziah became power-
ful, his pride led to his down-
fall. He was unfaithful to the 
Lord his God, and entered the 
temple of the Lord to burn in-
cense on the altar of incense (2 
Chronicles 26:16).

Uzziah became king in Judah at 
sixteen years of age. During his 
reign, he fortifi ed towers, dug 
wells, increased agriculture, 
invented weapons, and raised 
an impressive army. However, 
after forty blessed and pros-
perous years as king, he made 
a monumental mistake in judg-
ment. He let pride settle in.

He entered into the sanctuary 
to offer incense on the golden 

altar, a ministry rite belong-

ing to the consecrated temple 
priests, not him. When the high 
priest, along with a band of 
eighty priests, withstood him, 
Uzziah became furious. While 
screaming back at the priests, 
leprosy broke out on Uzziah’s 
forehead. Sadly, he remained 
a leper, living in an isolated 
home until the day he died.

Pride can slip into a believer’s 
life almost unnoticed. The con-
sequences are never good. If 
pride ever raises its ugly head, 
deal with it immediately. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to help you.

Thought for Today: Humil-
ity is our best defense against 
pride.

Quicklook: 2 Chronicles 26:16–
23

Watch Out For Pride

Greenway Coordinator Liz Belcher announces retirement 

Liz Belcher will retire in 
August as the Roanoke Valley 
Greenway Coordinator after 
25 years. She began working as 
coordinator in 1996 when the 
Greenway Steering Commit-
tee was a fl edgling organization 
at the Fifth Planning District 
Commission. 

Th e regional Roanoke Val-
ley Greenway Commission was 
formally established in 1997 
by the City of Roanoke, Roa-
noke County, City of Salem, 
and Town of Vinton. Botetourt 
County joined in 2016. Belcher 
has been the only employee of 
the Commission, coordinating 
with the local governments to 
build a greenway network.

During her time with the 
Commission, the greenway net-
work has grown to include over 
four hundred miles of off -road 
greenways and trails, with the 
1996 Greenway Plan updated 
twice (2007 and 2018) to refl ect 
the expanded vision for the re-
gion. 

“It’s been a true pleasure to 
work with Liz on various trail 
projects and with the Green-
way Commission,” said Vin-
ton Town Manager Pete Pe-
ters. “She will certainly leave an 
impressive  legacy with all that 
she has accomplished, and the 
entire valley is a better place for 
having had  her at the helm of 
the greenway movement in our 
community for the last 25 years.

“It’s gonna be hard to not 
think of Liz when discussing or 
using a greenway in the future, 
as the two are so intertwined,” 
Peters said. “Personally, I can’t 

think of a single thing that has 
made more of a positive im-
pact on Roanoke in the last two 
plus decades. From economic 
development to real estate and 
property values, a healthier citi-
zenry  and the overall improve-
ment in the water quality and 
aesthetics of the Roanoke River, 
it’s astounding what a positive 
impact  she has made on our 
community. Th ank you, Liz, for 
all that you have done.”

Th e Roanoke River Gre-
enway, running west to east 
through the valley, is the back-
bone of the network, with 
north-south routes connecting 
to the public lands encircling 
the valley. Mason Creek, Lick 
Run, Tinker Creek, Garden 
City, Glade Creek, Wolf Creek, 
and Mill Mountain Greenways 
provide the core of the north-
south routes, connecting to the 
Blue Ridge Parkway, National 
Forests, Carvins Cove, Read 
Mountain, Appalachian Trail, 
and state preserves.

Belcher has been closely in-
volved in protection of these 
public lands through conserva-
tion easements on over 13,000 
acres with Virginia Outdoors 
Foundation and Blue Ridge 
Land Conservancy. She also 
helped organize the purchase 
and donation of lands for Read 
Mountain Preserve and Hinchee 
Park.

In 1999 the Greenway Com-
mission and local governments 
hosted the fi rst Governor’s 
Conference on Greenways and 
Trails. Th at Conference grew 
into a biannual event and then 

later into a state-led eff ort to 
expand greenway and trail net-
works statewide and capitalize 
on the economic impacts of out-
door recreation. 

In the Roanoke area, Roanoke 
Outside was born as part of the 
Roanoke Regional Partnership’s 
eff orts to build an economy that 
valued our natural resource as-
sets and to attract businesses, 
employees, and economic devel-
opment to a bikeable/walkable 
community with great outdoor 
recreation opportunities. Green-
ways have been the foundational 
infrastructure for that vision and 
repeatedly appear in surveys and 
public input as one of the best 
things the region has ever done. 

Belcher has served on nu-
merous boards and organiza-
tions, including the Roanoke 
Valley Urban Forestry Council, 
the Transportation Technical 
Committee of the Transporta-
tion Planning Organization, 
the State Trails Advisory Com-
mittee, the Virginia Outdoors 
Plan Advisory Committee, the 
Virginia Trails Alliance, the Ro-
anoke Appalachian Trail Club, 
the Western Virginia Land 
Trust, and the Blueway Com-
mittee. 

She has been a speaker for 
many civic organizations, an ad-
junct professor at Virginia Tech, 
and an instructor at Roanoke 
College and Hollins Univer-
sity. In addition to the green-
way plans, she led development 
of the fi rst local trail plans for 
Carvins Cove, the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, Green Hill Park, and 
Mill Mountain.

Frank Simms, chair of the 
Roanoke Valley Greenway 
Commission, said that Liz “has 
been the face of greenways for 
the region and, although she 
is often given credit for their 
existence, this has been a com-
munity eff ort with the Green-
way Commission, localities, 
staff , volunteers, and many, 
many supporters providing the 
impetus and expertise to make 
it happen. We all get great joy 
from seeing so many people 
from all walks of life using the 
greenways, loving the river and 
streams, and making greenways 
an integral part of their life 
and their family. Th anks to Liz 
Belcher and many partners, the 
Roanoke Valley Greenway sys-
tem has become a reality.”

“Professionally, Liz will be 
hard to be replace; her succes-
sor will have  big shoes to fi ll,” 
said Anita McMillan, director 
of Planning and Zoning for the 
Town of Vinton. “I was on the 
phone interview panel back in 
1996 along with Lucy Ellett, 
Charlie Blankenship, and oth-
ers, and boy, did we made a great 
decision hiring her. She is always 
there whenever I need help with 
the greenways in the town.”

In the Vinton area, Belcher 
put together design profession-
als and volunteers to build the 
Wolf Creek Greenway pedes-
trian bridge near Lynn Haven 
Baptist Church. She was in-
strumental in getting the Path-
fi nders for Greenways Midweek 
Crew to remove silt build-up 
under the Washington Avenue 
Bridge throughout the years so 

that Wolf Creek Greenway users 
could safely use the greenways 
from Hardy Road to the East 
County section without hav-
ing to cross busy Washington 
Avenue. She worked diligently 
with Pathfi nders volunteers on 
building the Gladetown Trail in 
Vinton. She is always hands-on 
and in the thick of things.

“On the Glade Creek Green-
way Phase II last year, she, along 
with greenway  volunteers Bud 
LaRoche, Janet Scheid, Tom 
Berdeen, and John Van Luik, re-
moved/cut down diseased  and/
or badly-shaped trees by April 
15, 2020, before the construc-
tion took place to meet time of 
year restriction for bats,” Mc-
Millan said. “Two weeks ago, Liz 
and a volunteer, Shannon Palm-
er, removed downed trees along 
the Glade Creek Greenway from 
the recent storm events. 

“Personally, I will miss  Liz 
very much,” said McMillan. “I 
am so glad that she will stay in 
the Roanoke Valley. Liz has got-
ten to know my  son, Jameel, 
since he  was 3 years old and 
he is now 28 years old; and my 
daughter, Kiara, who is 22 years 
old now.”

“We all hate to see Liz re-
tire, but she deserves it!’ said 
former Vinton Town Council 
member Janet Scheid.  “Liz has 
been the face of the Roanoke 
Valley greenway system and she 
has worked tirelessly to unite 
the valley with a linear walking 
trail.  Th ere is no doubt in my 
mind that we would not be as 
far along as we are without Liz’s 
dedication and drive.” 

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Liz Belcher (kneeling) worked with the Midweek Crew of Pathfinders 
for Greenways to build the Gladetown Trail in Vinton, including its 
bridge

Roanoke Greenway Coordinator Liz Belcher (front of line) is retiring in August after 25 years of service 
to the entire Roanoke Valley and beyond.
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KYLA MURRAY

Love,
Mom, Caitlyn, 
Kristen, Mark 

and Ben

So proud
of you!

Way to Go!

Kyla Murray
Class of 2021

Congratulations
Terriers

Class of 2020!

Good Luck!

R
O

A
N

O
KE

 COUNTY PUBLIC SCH
O

O
LS

Opportunity Ready

Class of 2021!

From,
Bertie and Sonny Anderson

We are so 
proud of you!

Congratulations Class of 2021
William Byrd High School

 Vinton, Virginia

Alayna 
Abdelhadi

Brandon
Acker 

Luis
Alatorre

Emily
Andrews

Urunna
Anyanwu

Keaton
Band

Joshua
Barker

Noe
Bautista-Cardenas

Amna
Becirevic

Christopher
Beckner

Dylan
Beckner-Pollard

Garrett
Belcher

John
Belcher

Summer
Bell

Augustus
Blake

Christopher
Blankenship

Kenneth
Blankenship

Morgan
Bohon

Nick
Boksa

Josiah
Bommer

Morgan
Booth

Jenna
Boyette

Autumn
Brockerman

Robert
Brown

Kaylynn
Bryant

Samuel
Bunn

Derek
Burton

Haleigh
Bush

Sarah
Butterworth

Tyler
Buxton

Nicholas
Carter

James
Cawley Jr.

Hanna
Chappell

Elijah
Chisom

Dustin
Clark

Niccolas
Clements

Landon
Cobble

Aaliyah
Cochrane

Darion
Coleman

Nicholas
Colvin

Erin
Courtemanche

Hallie
Cox

Madison
Crowder

Rachel
Cruff

Grayce
Dantzler 

Olivia
Darnell

Felicia
Davis

Kenneth
Davis

Taylor
Dawson

Tyler
Dean

Kamryn
Dodd

Kinsey
Dollberg

Leighton
Doss

Caroline
Dullaghan

Catherine
Dullaghan

Gavin
Ellis

Gracie
Fairbanks

Elizabeth
Fedor

Kerrigan
Ferguson

Isaac
Fix

Preston
Fleitz

Hunter
Flynn

Ellen
Frary

Dane
Gabris

Savannah
Gantt

Ryan
Garland

Kevin
Genaro

Aaron
Germano

Caroline
Gibbs
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CONGRATULATION CLASS OF 2021

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

Mason
Gibson

Taylor
Gibson

Andrea
Gonzalez

Tess
Griffin

Emily
Hale

Craig Allen
Hall Jr.

Cade
Hanson

Ashlyn
Harris

Hunter
Harris

Kara
Harvey

Dylan
Hatfield

Isaiah
Henegar

Dominick
Hilligsberg

Emily
Hodges

Seth
Hodges

Jason
Hollingsworth

Hanna
Howell

William
Howell

Adithya 
Iyer

Andrew
Jenkins 

Carson
Jernigan

Joseph
Johnson

Mack
Johnson

Brooke
Johnston

Nollan
Kern

Bayla
Kessler

Erin
Kirtley

Ryan
Krawczyk

Andrew
Krebs

Autumn
Krebs

Andrew
Kroese

Edward
Kubik

Carson
Leonard

Athena
Liao

Zaylee
Lopez

Bryson
Lutz

William
Lyle

Alyssa
Macauley

Dylan
Marron

William David
Marsh III

Amelita
Martin

Hannah
Martin

Tyler
Martin

Isaac
Masanja

William
McBride

Donald
McCadden

Cheyenne
McCoy

Kasey
McKee

Erica
Meador

Jackson
Meador

Miranda
Meador

Chase
Miles

Matthew
Miller

Zachary
Minter

Eh Tha
Moe

Zachary
Moore

Kaitlyn
Morgan

Katelyn
Morgan

Kassity
Morris

Naliyah
Moyer

Natalie
Mullins

Kyla
Murray

Cabria
Mutz

Spencer
Naff

Donovan
Nolan

Christopher
Nutter

Tyler
Oliver

Joshua
Owen

Alivia
Paradis

Faith
Parrish

Matthew
Paul

Emilie
Pennington

Dillon
Peters

Kalynn
Postles

Ethan
Powell

Michelle
Price

Seyanah
Quiles-Sisk

Hailey
Ramsey

Elizabeth
Recktenwald

Nicholas
Reedy

Dia
Reeves

Payten
Richardson

Emma
Roberts

Ethan
Roberts

Ashlyn
Robinson

Haley
Rogers

Charlotte
Rose

Tyler
Roseberry

Isaac
Roth

Kelsey
Roth

John
Rusinak

Joseph
Sandzimier

William Blake 
Sankbeil

Andrew
Scott

Students graduating that are not pictured:
• Marcus Anderson
• Kayla Asbury
• Kian Bradac
• Kerion Carter

• Dylan Daniel
• Natalie Ferguson
• Rafael Gonzalez 

III

• Blaine Hall
• Jaden Marsh
• Wyatt Milton
• Nicholas Neifert
• Bailey Palmer
• Mathew Pampley
• Konnor Phillips
• William Pickeral
• Aaliah Rodgers
• Silvia Saad
• Madison 

Saunders
• Elise Schneider
• Tanner Smith
• Autumn 

Thompson
• Mya Travis
• Dakota Turner
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Tristan
Shanks

Abdullah El'Amin
Shareef III 

Arielle
Shiloh

Noah
Shoemaker

Chase
Siebert

McCaffrey
Simmons

Darian
Simpson

Kollin
Slusher

David
Smith

Andrew
Sorial

Sean
Sowers

Tyler
Sowers

Sarah
Stanley

Annie
Stevens

Cameron
Strauss

Tristan
Stull

Emily
Summey

Emily
Sutphin

Erin
Taylor

Luke
Taylor

Stella
Taylor

Haley
Thomas

Megan
Thomas

Steven
Tingler

Brooklyn
Tinsley

Ethan
Tinsley

William
Trail

Reagan
Tuck

Faith
Turner

Timothy Marcel
Turner Jr.

Zariah
Turner

Evan
Vaught

Julie
Wang

Jerze
Webb

Eben
Webster

Taylor
West

Katie
Wheeler

Andrew
White

Christine
Widener

Bryce
Williams

Christopher
Williams

D`aja
Williams

Jeffrey Dean
Williams Jr.

Alexia
Wills

Dylan
Wimmer

Madisin
Witt

Morgan
Witt

Ethan
Wray

Abigail
Wright

Hollie
Yates

Ainsley
Young

Landon
Young
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MAKE AN “A”
IN ADVERTISING!

BOOK YOUR SPOT 
TODAY!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAYIN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires June  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 6.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

UNTIL 2022

$500 Off
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

AD NETWORK

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 

 License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

AN ORGANIZED HOME      
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s 
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 982-2260

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. 

EXP 6/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

STATEWIDE  
ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  
Aff ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your tar-
get audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

Yard Sales - Salem

Large Church & 
Multi Family  

Yard Sale 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 
 
The following position is 
open with TAP: 
 

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

 Life Center of 
Galax  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL20000449-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

Case No. JJ013851-08-00 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Help Wanted - 
General

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498Call 864-6498

($12/hr)

($12/hr)

($12/hr)

OF 210 INGLES 
STREET, 

RADFORD, VA 
24141.  

Legals - City of 
Salem

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - City of 
Radford

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21000419-00 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ESTATE SALES

ESTATE SALE JUNE 4, 5 & 
6 KING WILLIAM, (Central 
Garage) VA. Fine Cherry-
wood Secretary * “KINCAID” 
Bedroom Suite * Signed 
Antique Decoy * Antique 
Wash Stand *Display Cabi-
net * Household Items and 
More. Contact: Southern 
Antique Gallery & Exchange 
(804) 690-2946  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:sageva2021@gmail.
com” sageva2021@gmail.
com 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed 
w/Free Trim Wrap Call 804-
739-8207 for MORE details! 
Ronnie Jenkins II Siding, 
Roofi ng, Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power outag-
es, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off  Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call Amer-

iGlide today!  1-888-510-
0805

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Aff ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners.  Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

RECRUITMENT 

HIRING? We can help you fi ll 
your open positions! Pro-
mote job listings statewide! 
Aff ordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Fa-
cebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltono-
liverattorneyva.com” https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other fi nal ex-
penses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-
509-1697 or visit www.Life-
55plus.info/vapress
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To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

SUDDENLY SINGLE?
If unexpected life changes have left you 

widowed or divorced and you need 
financial guidance, we can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

540-591-5360
540-444-0291

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

ADVERTISE!

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call your licensed local agent, Linda Walker
at 540-529-1308 for a FREE Consultation*

Virtual or In-Person Appointments

Linda K. Walker, Agent LLC
Independent Insurance Agent

Specializing in Medicare Health Plans
*No obligation to enroll

Medicare Questions?
Let me help.

Email: lkwalkeragent@gmail.com
    https://www.facebook.com/SpecializinginMedicareHealthPlans

To place a classifi ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

Dean draws a crowd as Terriers shut out Northside

Above, Luke Taylor fires across the diamond for an out. 
Below, Joey Johnson checks in with a run in Tuesday’s 
win over Northside. PHOTOS BY BILL HOAL

Tyler Dean pitches Byrd to a win over Northside Tuesday. PHOTO BY BILL HOAL

The radar guns were out in force 
Tuesday as William Byrd senior 
Tyler Dean got his first start on the 
mound. Dean didn’t disappoint the 
many scouts on hand as he pitched 
five shutout innings of a 7-0 win.

What was all the fuss about? 
Dean has received a lot of atten-
tion after throwing in the high 
90s during travel games last sum-

mer. He has committed to play for 
Virginia Tech but there’s an excel-
lent chance he’ll be drafted in the 
Major League Baseball draft this 
summer, and  the word was out 
that he would be starting against 
the Vikings on Tuesday.

“I’ve never seen so many radar 
guns,” said Byrd coach Neil 
Zimmerman. “When I got to the 

ballpark there were already a few 
scouts there, and when I came 
back from the fieldhouse there was 
about 15. By the time the game 
started I counted over 20.”

Tyler pitched five innings and 
allowed three hits, striking out 
seven. He walked three.

“He has one of the best 
curveballs I’ve ever seen,” said 

Zimmerman. “I expect 
they were impressed.”

With a 7-0 lead 
Zimmerman shut Dean 
down and called on 
Hunter Sipe to pitch the 
sixth inning. Ross Divers 
took care of the seventh, 
both pitching scoreless 
frames. It was the third 
shutout in a row for Byrd 
and the fourth in five 
games as they improved 
to 4-1.

Offensively, Ethan 
Tinsley got the Terriers 
on the scoreboard with an 
inside-the-park home run 
in the bottom of the sec-
ond. The Northside left-
fielder dove for the ball 
and missed it, and when it 
scooted past him Tinsley 
circled the bases.

“I don’t know that 
I’ve ever seen an inside-
the-park home run in 
our little ballpark,” said 
Zimmerman.

Isaac Fix also homered, 
but his shot cleared the 
fence in a five run fourth 
inning. Joey Johnson had 
an RBI double for the 
Terriers.

The win followed 
a doubleheader sweep 
of William Fleming at 
Walthall Park last Friday. 
Both games were shut-
outs against an over-
matched Fleming nine as 
the Terriers won 19-0 and 
8-0.

Tinsley pitched the 
first game and went all 
four innings played. He 
allowed two hits, walked 
none and fanned eight. 
Sipe had three hits and 
Trenton Sayers and James 
Purcell had two each.

Divers pitched the 
nightcap and picked up 
the win with four strike-
outs in two innings. 
Sayers came on and fanned four more, 
qualifying for a save with three innings 
pitched while finishing the game. 
Hunter Harris and Sipe had two hits 
each and Sipe drove in four.

With the win and Lord Botetourt’s 
loss to Franklin County on Tuesday 
Byrd, Botetourt and Franklin all have 
just one loss in the district. Byrd will 
take on Blue Ridge foe Staunton River 
in Moneta Friday with the first pitch 
scheduled for 5:30 pm.

“I really don’t know what they 

have,” said Zimmerman. “After miss-
ing the season last year, anyone who is 
a senior was a sophomore the last time 
we had a high school season.”

Next Tuesday, May 25, the Terriers 
are back home for a big game against 
Franklin County. That will be a jayvee-
varsity doubleheader, with the jayvees 
at 5 pm and the varsity to follow, under 
the lights. Byrd won the first meeting, 
2-0 in Rocky Mount, and that’s the 
only game the Eagles have lost in eight 
outings.

The William Byrd softball team will take a 5-1 record to Staunton River Friday 
night for a Blue Ridge District softball game. The Golden Eagles are 4-2, but 
undefeated in district play.

Byrd swept a doubleheader from William Fleming in Vinton last Friday, shut-
ting out the Colonels in both games. It was a fitting time for “Senior Night,” as 
the Terriers honored seniors Hallie Cox, Rachel Cruff and Erin Courtemanche.

Cox made it a memorable night by tossing a no-hitter in the opener as Byrd 
took a 16-0 win. Courtemanche, Logan Pekala and Haleigh Vaughan had multiple 
hits and Courtemanche had two home runs and four runs batted in. Pekala had a 
triple and Vaughan smacked a double.

In the second game Byrd won 17-0. Cox pitched the first inning before giving 
way to Chloe Varney, who fanned four and allowed one hit, the only Fleming hit 
of the night in the two games combined.

Pekala, Vaughan and Brooklyn Peters had multiple hits as Byrd banged out 11 
hits as a team. Keely Hoal had four runs batted in.

Byrd was scheduled to play at Northside Tuesday but that game was postponed. 
Next Tuesday, May 25, Franklin County is here.

Seniors shine in softball sweep

Above left to right, Byrd seniors Rachel Cruff, Erin Courtemanche and Hallie 
Cox were honored on “Senior Night” as Byrd swept a doubleheader from William 
Fleming last Friday. Right, Courtemanche steams around third for the first of her 
two inside-the-park home runs against the Colonels. PHOTOS BY DANNY CRUFF
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Above, Byrd’s Jackson Meador clears the bar in the high jump, and right Jamie Cawley long jumps in last week’s 
track meet at Patterson Stadium. PHOTOS BY JEFF MARVIN

Terriers will host track meet Monday
William Patterson Stadium will be the site of a 

high school track meet on Monday, May 24, as the 
Terriers host William Fleming, Franklin County and 
possibly a couple other teams.

“Lord Botetourt was supposed to be in it but I 
think their graduation is that day,” said Byrd coach 
James Pannell. “We may add a team or two but that 
is still in the works.”

Last Wednesday, May 12, Byrd hosted a four 
team meet in Vinton with Northside, Fleming and 
Franklin County providing the opposition on the 
fairly new Byrd track. On the boys’ side Isaac Roth 
won the pole vault with a height of 10’6” and fin-
ished third in the 200m dash with a time of 24.65.  
Jamie Cawley finished second in the long jump with 
a leap of 18’5”.  

In the high jump Jackson Meador and Cawley 
tied for first by clearing 5’4”.  In the discus the top 

finisher for Byrd was Kendal Howard with a fourth 
place throw of 83’10”, and Doniven Davis finished 
fifth in the shot with a throw of 37’8.75”.  

Jeffery Williams was sixth in the 100m dash with 
a time of 12.25.  Wyatte Bailey finished third in the 
400m dash at 55.68 while Walker Nance won the 
300m hurdles with a time of 45.16 and finished sec-
ond in the 110m hurdles in 17.12. 

On the ladies’ side Sela Beatty won the 100m dash 
with a time of 13.45 and also won the 200m dash in 
27.56.  Grace Owen was fourth in the 400m dash 
with a time of 1:14.56. 

 Chloe Harrilla took third in the long jump with a 
distance of 14’9.50” and also finished tied for first 
in the high jump with a height of 4’8”.  Mya Rosser 
was first in the discus with a throw of 87’3” and 
Jaylen Rosser finished second (82’5”) and Sarah 
Fuchs was third (69’1”). 

In the shot-put, Sydney Blewett finished first with 
a throw of 32’10” while taking a day off from the 
softball team. Mya Rosser was second in that even 
and (31’3”) Jaylen Rosser took third(29’8”).

The Terriers were scheduled to run at Staunton 
River on Wednesday of this week, but results were 
too late for publication.

The William Byrd and 
Northside boys’ soccer teams bat-
tled to a scoreless tie in regulation 
Tuesday, only to have the Vikings 
score in overtime and pull out a 
1-0 win on the Northside pitch.

“We lost a tough one,” said 
Byrd coach Russell Dishman. 
“What made it sting the most 
was that it was probably the best 
group performance we have had 
this season and we just could not 
get that final piece in front of 
the goal. We had to move guys 

around and they played in places 
that they normally don’t, some in 
new spots altogether,  and they 
stepped up and rose to the chal-
lenge.”

The loss dropped Byrd to 1-4 
overall.

“It’s tough explaining to the 
guys after a tough finish like that 
that it was a very impressive per-
formance and I was beyond proud 
of what they did out there because 
as a player you hurt after some-
thing like that,” said Dishman. 

“We just have to regroup in the 
next training session and prep 
for the next match. We need to 
prepare and work to create our 
own opportunities, and when that 
happens I look forward to seeing 
them have their moment.”

The Terriers are scheduled to 
play Staunton River on Friday 
night in the second game of a var-
sity doubleheader with the girls. 
The Eagles are 0-4.

Next Tuesday, May 25, the 
boys are at Franklin County.

The William Byrd girls’ soccer team lit up the 
Patterson Stadium scoreboard with eight goals Tuesday 
night in a shutout win over Northside. Byrd improved 
to 4-1 with the 8-0 win in Vinton.

Byrd struck early as Claire Glover scored off a cor-
ner kick from Anna Milliron. The next two goals were 
scored by Maddy Simmons, the first off an assist from 
Hanna Chappell and the second with an assist from 
goalie Sophia Chrisley. Addisyn St. Clair finished the 
first half scoring with an assist from Simmons.

Byrd came out strong in the second half, putting 
up four more goals to end the game early. Riley 
Firebaugh scored the first of the second half, assisted 

by Chappell, and Hanna got her first of the night for 
the sixth goal of the game. Ella Ashworth had a break-
away, assisted by St. Clair, for the seventh tally and 
St. Clair finished off the scoring with an assist from 
Simmons.

The girls were scheduled to play at home again on 
Wednesday against Lord Botetourt, the only team they 
had lost to. LB took a 3-0 win in a prior meeting in 
Daleville and the Byrd girls were anxious for revenge, 
but results were too late for publication.

On Friday the Terriers will be at Staunton River for 
a 5:30 pm game, and it’s the first game of a varsity 
doubleheader with the boys.

Vikings nip Byrd boys in OT soccer game

Girls are 4-1 after shutting out Northside

Byrd’s Braden Crossen controls the ball.
PHOTO BY JIM DEVINNEY

The tennis season came to an end for the William 
Byrd girls with losses to Staunton River and Franklin 
County last week.

Last Wednesday Byrd lost in Moneta, 7-2. Lexi 
Aquino won at number one singles and the second 
doubles team of Makenna Jacobsen and Timber 
Raines also won.

Friday at Byrd the Terriers lost to Franklin County, 
9-0. The girls finished the season with a 2-8 record 
and did not qualify for the regionals, which begin this 
week. 

“It was a short and sweet season for us,” said coach 
Kayla Mitchell. “I knew it would not pan out in our 
favor due to our team being so novice, but we had a 
lot of fun and I’m sure if it were asked who the nic-
est team was, ours would definitely get it this year. 
Looking forward to a new season next year.”

“Nicest team in the district” sees
tennis season come to an end

Lexi Aquino played number one. PHOTO BY JIM DEVINNEY

The William Byrd lacrosse teams swept a girls-boys 
doubleheader Monday night at Patterson Stadium. The 
lucky number was 11 as the girls opened with an 11-7 
win over the Bruins and the boys followed with an 
11-9 victory. 

Ashlyn Stover led the girls with five goals in the 
win. Trinity Hylton added three and Bethany Beecher 
had two. Haley Firebaugh had five saves in goal. 

In the boys game Jerze Webb scored a season high 
seven goals in Byrd’s win. Connery McCarthy had two 
goals and Josh Barker and Kaden West had one each.

The boys are now 1-5 but continue to improve 
every game. Last week they dropped a 21-4 decision 
to a strong Rockbridge team. Webb had four goals in 
that one.

The girls also played Rockbridge and lost 15-2. 
Hylton and Beecher scored for Byrd and Beecher 
assisted on Hylton’s score. Firebaugh had nine saves 
against a relentless Wildcat attack.

The girls will take a 4-3 record to Hidden Valley 
Monday night as they play in the first game of a 
doubleheader with the boys. The boys’ team will 
be looking for their second win tonight when they 
host a Christiansburg team that squeaked by them in 
the first meeting. Tonight’s game will be at 7 pm at 
Patterson Stadium.

Byrd lacrosse teams
sweep Blacksburg

Top left, Byrd’s Kaden West(#4) goes to the goal 
against Rockbridge. Above, Ashlyn Stover(#10) wins a 
draw against the Wildcats.

PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEY
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As we continue serving our families and limiting
exposure to the COVID19 virus, we are now

allowed to operate at 100% capacity while meeting 
all mandated social distancing and facial

covering recommendations.

Most service options are now fully available.

Lotz Vinton Chapel  •  540-343-4986

Vinton Chapel
Celebrating Life

Lacrosse is coming to  William Byrd Middle School
Th e fastest growing sport in 

the United States is coming to 
William Byrd Middle School–
lacrosse.  WBMS is announcing 
the off ering of boys lacrosse next 
year.   Th is will be open to all 
fi fth through eighth graders who 
attend (or will attend) WBMS.   

No experience is necessary.   
Th e goal is to provide high 

quality instruction in the game 
of  lacrosse  while building a 
sustainable feeder program for 
the high school varsity team. 
WBMS lacrosse will be coached 
by US Lacrosse certifi ed coaches, 

Jim Lasecki and Will Satterfi eld. 
Th ey encourage all boys to 

come out and give it a try.  Prac-
tices and games will be held 
primarily in the spring in ac-
cordance with Virginia High 
School League and Roanoke 
Valley Middle School League 

schedules. 
More information is available 

at  http://tinyurl.com/wbmsla-
crosse.

WBMS will be promoting 
girls  lacrosse  next year via the 
Terrier  Lacrosse  Club.  All ele-
mentary and middle school aged 

girls are welcome. Th e goal is to 
move the team into the school 
for the 2022-2023 year.  Th is 
team will be coached by Kelsey 
Harris, who is U.S. Lacrosse cer-
tifi ed.   For more information 
contact board member Gloria 
Harris at gharris@rcps.us

Lacrosse alumni play Terrier Lacrosse Club team
Th e Terrier Lacrosse Club invited 

the William Byrd alumni and cur-
rent players to their pickup game on 
May 11. 

Eleven alumni and fi ve current 
players attended, some traveling sev-
eral hours to Roanoke to play with 
their former teammates. 

Alumni players attending were: 
Taylor Hilliard (Class of 2016), Em-
ily Hash and Kelsey Harris (Class of 
2017), Tabitha Beecher, Natalie Fer-
guson, and Evamarie Pascoe (Class 
of 2018), Bishop Buck (Class of 
2019 and Emmy Harris, Liz Han-
cock, Chloe Pascoe, and Roanna 
Hylton from the Class of 2020.

Current players attending the 
game were Bethany Beecher, Trinity 
Hylton, Haley Firebaugh, Ashlyn 
Stover and Madison Hare. 

Th e alumni team was randomly 
divided into two teams.  Th e old-
est alumni, Taylor Hilliard, was se-
lected as a team captain. Th e other 
team captain was Kelsey Harris, Ter-
rier  Lacrosse  Club assistant coach. 
Th e club girls were then randomly 
placed on each team.  

Th e ladies played 12 vs. 12 with 
two 15-minute halves. Th e club girls 
came out strong and really enhanced 
the older girls’ play.  Th e game re-
mained remarkably close the entire 
time with the Harris team edging 
out the Hilliard team 8-6.  It was 
amazing to see the younger girls be 
able to score against the very skilled 
goalies–Evamarie Pascoe and Haley 
Firebaugh.  

Chloe Pascoe led the scoring with 
fi ve goals, Madison Hare with two, 
and the following with one goal 
each: Kelsey Harris, Emmy Harris, 
Liz Hancock, and Bethany Beecher.   

Club team girls scoring were An-
nika Hylton, Ava Sexton and Emma 
Rupe.  

The lacrosse alumni and Terrier Lacrosse Club teams.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS The winning team led by Kelsey Harris, Club team assistant coach.

Tai Chi and cards returning to 
Vinton Community Center June 3

Tai Chi classes are returning to the 
Vinton Community Center on June 
3. Th e classes– Tai Chi for Arthritis 
and Fall Prevention–will be held from 
9:15 to 10 a.m. on Th ursdays at the 
center. 

Th ese classes will be geared toward 
beginners and will be led by three 
certifi ed instructors who have taught 
there previously, Chris Sager, Judy 
Gruber and Mike Ferguson. 

Steve Garay, who started the classes 
years ago, has a confl ict with the time, 
but will be available occasionally. 

Th e Tai Chi classes are free; all are 
welcome to try it out. Comfortable 
loose clothing and closed toe, sneaker 
type shoes are recommended.

Cards will also be starting up again 
at the Vinton Community Center on 
June 3 from 10:15 a.m. to noon.

Th e Vinton Community Center is 
located at the Vinton War Memorial 
complex.

If you have questions, call Director 
of Community Programs Chasity Bar-
bour at 540-400-1942 or email her at 
Cbarbour@vintonva.gov.

Submit your community news and photos to 
vintonmessenger@ourvalley.org.

Roanoke River Bridge 
rehabilitation project 
begins May 16

National Park Service 
offi  cials have announced 
the full closure of the 
Roanoke River Bridge on 
the Blue Ridge Parkway 
beginning on May 16 at 
Milepost 114.7. Th e clo-
sure is for the purpose 
of a major rehabilitation 
project and will aff ect 
motorists used to taking 
the Parkway from Vinton 
to Explore Park and Roa-
noke.

Th e Roanoke River 
Overlook/parking lot and 
trail access to the Roa-
noke River will be closed 
as well.  

MP 115/Explore Park 
to MP 121.4/Route 220 

in Roanoke will remain 
open. 

Access to Explore Park 
will be available from the 
south via U.S. 220 at MP 
121.4 and via Mill Moun-
tain Parkway at MP 120. 

Alternative access will 
be available via Rutrough 
Road. 

Th e National Park Ser-
vice and Federal Highway 
Administration identifi ed 
this project as a prior-
ity in 2015, as part of the 
ongoing, multi-year road 
maintenance planning 
process for the Blue Ridge 
Parkway. 

Th is project includes 
concrete repairs to bridge 

piers, reconstruction and 
drainage repairs to ap-
proach areas, removal of 
the existing asphalt surface 
and waterproofi ng mem-
brane, installation of new 
waterproofi ng membrane 
and asphalt surface, and 
repainting of the steel su-
perstructure of the bridge. 

Th e closure is expected 
to begin on  May 16  and 
be in place through the 
spring of 2022.

For updated infor-
mation on this closure, 
visit the Blue Ridge Park-
way website at  https://
www.nps.gov/blri/learn/
n e w s / r o a n o k e - r i v e r -
bridge-2021.htm.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY
The Roanoke River Bridge at Milepost 114.7 on the Blue Ridge Parkway will close 
on May 16 for a major rehabilitation project. 
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