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Pragmatist/Visionary Bonnie Chavez
founds Building Beloved Communities

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Building Beloved Communities CEO Bonnie Chavez (right) won on the
Gold Level in the 2021 Gauntlet Business Program and Gompetition.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Gauntlet winner Bonnie Chavez
founded Building Beloved Com-
munities in 2018 in her home
state of New Mexico “to provide
community-centered business solu-
tions for small business owners and
non-profits of all sizes.” In addition,
she “provides executive coaching for
those wanting to advance or deepen
their leadership role.”

She established the business
when she found herself unexpected-
ly unemployed after her prestigious
and lucrative management position
was eliminated in a business merger.

Her solution to the dilemma she
faced included moving herself and
her nationally based business across
the country to Roanoke last year—
in the midst of a pandemic—be-
cause she “loves the mountains and

being outdoors and has a great sup-
port system of friends here.”

In the time since, Chavez has
firmly established herself as part of
this community as she has grown
her business. She entered the 2021
Gauntlet Business Program and
Competition, winning on the gold
level. She has devoted fundraising
efforts to a venerable charity, the
Roanoke Hospitality House (the
Ronald McDonald House con-
cept, but for adults), with benefits
far beyond this community. She
has bought a home in the Grandin
Village area. She has hired her first
employee; and to top it off, met
the love of her life who was also a
Gauntlet participant. And now her
beloved parents are preparing to
join her here in Roanoke.

Chavez based her new business
on a speech delivered by Martin
Luther King Jr. in which he en-

visioned “building The Beloved
Community as our goal; to create
a world in which poverty, hunger,
homelessness, and bigotry will not
be tolerated because international
standards of human decency won't
allow it.”

While that sounds like a lofty
goal, maybe even a head-in-the-
clouds idea, Chavez has actual busi-
ness credentials to use in building
those communities. She is fiercely
pragmatic and a visionary at the
same time. When she asked herself
how she could contribute to King’s
vision, she took stock and came to
the conclusion that what she had
to offer was “I have really good
business skills” that can be used to
“keep the goodness going.” Prag-
matism from the heart.

Chavez graduated from Okana-
gan University (now a University
of British Columbia campus) with
a degree in Business Management
and earned her Master’s in Business
Administration from the University
of Phoenix.

She started out in 2004 in
graphic design, creating business
cards, wedding invitations (her fa-
vorite), flyers, and brochures, and
assisted with marketing and sales.
Her climb up the corporate ladder
continued apace for the next several
years.

She worked for the non-profit
United Blood Services, cultivating
public support for community-
based blood drives; directing, train-
ing, and supervising blood drive
coordinators; and managing blood
drive logistics for a large segment of
northern New Mexico and south-

(USPS-660-020)

OurValley.org » $1.00

Virginia Transformer
celebrates 50th
anniversary

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Virginia Transformer Corporation is celebrating its 50th
anniversary. The plant is located just outside Vinton off
of King Street in Roanoke City.

Debbie Adams

dadams@ourvalley.org

Virginia ~ Transformer
Corporation (VIC) com-
memorated its 50th an-
niversary on June 23. The
corporation  designs and
manufactures power trans-
formers across every mar-

ket—utility, industrial,
commercial, alternative
energy, marine/offshore,

transit, and data centers.
The state-of-the-art plant is
headquartered in Roanoke
City, just outside Vinton off
King Street on Glade View
Dirive.

Employees and guests
gathered outside for a cel-

ebration luncheon, followed
by remarks from Roanoke
City Councilman Joseph
Cobb, Roanoke Chamber
of Commerce Executive
Director Joyce Waugh, and
VTC CEO Prabhat Jain.
Waugh commented on
the importance of Virginia
Transformer to the local
economy and its reach
across the state, the United
States, and beyond. She
commended the company
for its involvement with the
community, its partnerships,
and its contribution to the
quality of life in the region.
“Thanks for putting your

See Transformer, page 5

See Chavez, page 3

Susan Lewis Music Studio students
perform spring recital in person

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

“Wow—how exciting it was to
finally have an ‘in person’ recital
with an audience of nearly 300
attentive, enthusiastic guests!”
said Susan Lewis of the Susan
Lewis Music Studio. “My heart
is still overflowing with joy from
all of my students’ incredible
performances—from the numer-

ous beginners through the well-
seasoned seniors and college stu-
dents.”

Last year’s spring 2020 recital
was held virtually with students
filmed performing individually
at Lewis’s home studio due to
COVID-19 restrictions, with the
recital made available for online
viewing by families and friends.

This year over 40 students per-
formed piano and/or vocal solos

during the recital at Vinton Bap-
tist on June 27.

Each year at the Spring Re-
cital, Lewis showcases her gradu-
ating seniors. This year was no
different. Seniors Andrea Gonza-
lez and Abby Shelton each per-
formed two pieces—Gonzalez on
the piano and Shelton as a vocal-
ist—and were introduced to the

See Spring Recital, page 10
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Participants in the Susan Lewis Music Studio Spring Recital at Vinton Baptist included (from left): first row,
Emily Hall, RJ McLennan, Addy McLennan, William Dodge, Lilla Clark, Xander Warf, Nolan Cranwell, Olivia
Booth, Mara Roche, Pierce Franks, and music teacher Susan Lewis; second row, Nathan Gray, Deon Staunton,
Nolan Ferguson, Petra Dodge, Lily Sealey, Enna Schofield, Skylar Thompson, Aubri Kessler, Ryleigh Woolwine,
and Kathryn Dodson; third row, Emily Mower, Colter Dean, Kendall Dodson, Cary Jones, Sofia Gonzalez,
Scotlyn Leonard, Sydney Thomas, and Allie Watson; fourth row, Kelly Ronan, Tes Smith, Madison Saunders,
Paul Sealey, Latriva Pierce, and Andrea Gonzalez; fifth row, Amanda Morris, Lexi Williamson, Abby Booth,
Simon Sealey, Gary Feazelle, and Abby Shelton. (Not pictured: Chloe Hopkins, Liam Cieraszynski, Carlyle

Cieraszynski, and Landon Hodges)
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The Town of Vinton will celebrate the Fourth of July with
fireworks, a patriotic program, and the band Low, Low

Chariot on Sunday, July 4.

Vinton invites the
community to celebrate
the Fourth of July

The Town of Vinton will
be returning to its annual
tradition of fireworks on the
Fourth of July on Sunday at
the Vinton War Memorial.

Last year’s celebration was
cancelled due to the pan-
demic, but with the lifting
of COVID-19 restrictions,
the event has been reinstated
this year.

The fun gets underway
at 6:30 p.m. on the lawn
of the War Memorial with
a patriotic program includ-
ing a welcome from Vinton
Mayor Brad Grose, a prayer,
the national anthem, and
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Pledge of Allegiance.

The always popular Low,
Low Chariot will be the fea-
tured band for the evening,
with the concert beginning
at”/7 p.m.

There will be food
trucks—the Crusty Bark
(with Smokin’ Good Meats
for the Streets), Deb’s Lem-
onade, Delicias Gourmet
Ice, Tinker Mountain Kettle
Corn, and Duck Donuts.

The fireworks (by Grucci)
go up at 9:30 from the back
parking lot of the War Me-
morial.

An added attraction this
July 4 will be the unveiling
of the 2021 Vinton Maga-
zine by the Vinton Area
Chamber of Commerce and
Leisure Publishing. Fourth
of July attendees will get the
first look at the cover and
copies of the magazine will
be distributed throughout
the crowd.

The only remaining CO-
VID restriction is—if you
arent vaccinated, wear a
mask out of consideration
for others.
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Troop 42 holds Spring Court of Honor/Crossover ceremony

Scoutmaster Hawk Hillberry
presents the Special Needs
Scouting Service Award to Chris
Pugh.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Scout Troop 42 held the
Spring 2021 Court of Honor
and Cross-over Ceremony at
Living Water Christian Church
in Salem on June 22. The troop
formed in the summer of 2019
with just five members and has
now grown to a membership of
17. Many of their meetings and
activities have been virtual in the
past year due to the pandemic,
but the Crossover and Court of
Honor were held in person, now
that COVID restrictions are be-
ing lifted.

The Crossover ceremony is a
significant step which symbol-
izes the transition from Cub
Scouts to Scouts BSA. The
Scouts are crossing over from
a pack to a troop and to a new
chapter in their Scouting en-
deavors with many new experi-
ences to come.

A Court of Honor recognizes
Scouts who have moved up a
rank or who have earned merit

badges since the previous Court
of Honor was held. This is a for-

Cub Scout Kingston Lees (on the bridge) makes the transition from
Cub Scouts to BSA Scouts Troop 42 in a Crossover ceremony on
June 22. He is shown with (left to right) his mother Janette Hunt,
Senior Patrol Leader Logan Pugh, Senior Patrol Leader Jayden Sink,
Daymien Manus, and Scoutmaster Hawk Hillberry.

mal recognition with families,
friends, and the public in atten-
dance.

The ceremony on June 22
was led by Scoutmaster Hawk
Hillberry, Assistant Scoutmaster
Janette Hunt, and Senior Patrol
Leaders Jayden Sink and Logan
Pugh. It opened with the pre-
sentation of flags, the Pledge of
Allegiance, the Scout Oath and
Scout Law.

During the ceremony, Cub
Scout Kingston Lees crossed
over a wooden bridge signifying
his advancement to Scout Troop
42. Inidally he and his mother,
Janette Hunt, stood at one end
of the bridge and advanced
slowly across the bridge as the 12
points of Scout Law were read,
to be greeted by the Scoutmaster
on the other end. A fellow Scout
was also waiting there, holding a
rolled Troop neckerchief, which
was presented to Lees.

Lizzy Hannon and Mikey
Chisom joined as new members
of Troop 42. All three—Lees,
Hannon, and Chisom—earned
their Scout Rank, the first rank
in Scouting and were presented

with Scout Handbooks. Their
mothers were presented with
pins.

Next up was the Court of
Honor, when several Scouts
advanced in rank and received
merit badges, with their moth-
ers receiving pins as well.

Scoutmaster Hillberry com-
mented that with the pandemic
the scouts in Troop 42 have had
extra time to work on merit
badges and rank requirements.

Tenderfoot Scouts Joshua
Crump, Nate Wainwright,
Noah Weeks, Skylar Hunley,
William Harding, and Joshua
Harding completed the require-
ments to advance to Second
Class Rank.

First Class Scouts Day-
mien Manus and Jhorden Sink
achieved Star Rank, just two
ranks away from Eagle Scout.

In addition to the Scouts,
several adult leaders were rec-
ognized for their efforts in es-
tablishing Troop 42. Janette
Hunt, Courtney Pugh, and Joe
Ostronic received the William
D. Boyce New Unit Orga-
nizer Award for their efforts in

Scout Jhorden Sink was recognized during the Troop 42 Court of
Honor ceremony for earning his Star Rank, just two steps helow
Eagle Scout. He is shown with his mother Janette Hunt and

Scoutmaster Hawk Hillberry.

founding the troop. The award
is a square knot placed over
the three colors representing
the three phases of the Scout-
ing program—Cub Scouting.
Scouts BSA, and Venturing,.

They were thanked by Scouts
and families for serving the com-
munity by establishing a troop
for scouts of all ability levels and
spreading the ideal of inclusive-
ness—and being exemplary ser-
vants in the scouting program.

Chris Pugh was awarded the
Special Needs Scouting Service
Award, the third recipient of the
award for Troop 42. The first
year the award was presented to
Gary and Heather Mason and
the next to Tony Whitaker, with
the Great Valley District Scout-
ing organization.

Scouting guidelines say, “In
order to be eligible for this
honor, an individual must help
youth with all abilities in a Pack
or Troop setting, serve as a men-
tor or role model, facilitate a
group discussion, lead, pro-
mote, or assist in an event, out-
ing, demonstration for a rank
requirement or one that pro-

motes awareness and acceptance
for all youth with all abilities.”

The evening finished off with
a birthday cake celebrating the
17th birthday of Senior Pa-
trol Leader Jayden Sink who is
working diligently on his Eagle
Scout rank.

Scout Troop 42 is inclusive
and open to scouts of all abil-
ity levels and those who live
in all areas of the valley. Local
scout leaders realized over two
years ago that there was an un-
met need locally in Scouting
for children with special needs.
That led to the formation of the
Scout Abilities Committee—a
group of individuals focused on
inclusion of Scouts of all abili-
ties to create an environment in
which those with limited social,
physical, cognitive, and com-
munication skills could come
together and work as a Scouting
unit.”

Troop 42 welcomes children
of all ability levels. Their email
address is troop42roanoke@
gmail.com. Their website is
hteps://troop42roanoke.wixsite.
com/troop42roanoke.

Scout Daymien Manus was recognized for earning his Star Rank during the Court
of Honor Ceremony for Troop 42. He is shown with his mother, Stephanie, and

Scoutmaster Hillberry.

Ostronic.
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Adult Scout leaders were also recognized during the Troop 42 Court of Honor
Ceremony. Scoutmaster Hawk Hillberry (on left) presents the William D. Boyce
New Unit Organizer Award to (left to right) Courtney Pugh, Janette Hunt, and Joe

Volunteers needed at Mingle concerts

62

CLUES ACROSS

1. Absence of difficulty
5. Preserve a dead body
11. Gratitude

14.The act of coming
together again

15. More cushy

18. Visionaries

19. Fish-gating bird

21. Indicates near

23. NY Mets legend Tommie
24. Icelandic poems

28. Pop

29. Hammer is one

passports

42, Raincoats

anatomy

49, Laid back

58. _ Falls

30. Senses of self-esteem 63. Hyphen
32. Trigraph CLUES DOWN
33. Not around 1. Body part

35. Electronic data processing 2. Mimics
36. Driver’s licenses and

39. Snakelike fishes
41. Military flyers

44, Type of community
46. Feature of worm’s

47. In the center

52. Jewelled headdress
56. In slow tempo

60. Saying things again
62. Periods in history

3. Expel or eject

i
4. Sea eagle

5. Subdivision of cenospecies
6. Dialect of Chinese

7. Mr.T’s character on “The
A-Team”

8. Consumed

9. Chinese dynasty 45. Morning
10. NFL great Randy 48. Length of a straight
12. Ireland line (abbr,)

13. Palm trees

16. Fungal disease

17. Willis and Jerry are two
20. Affirmative!

22. Potato state

25. “The First State”

26. A way to develop

27. Associations

29. Woman (French)

31. Sunscreen rating

34. Brew

36. Mosque prayer leader
37. Indigo bush

38. Burn with a hot liquid
40. Jr.’s father

43. Scad genus

50. Double curve

51. Small thin bunch
53. Worn by exposure to
the weather

54. Mars crater

55. Humanities

57. 0f the ears
58.“Tothe __ degree”
59. Residue

61. It keeps you cool

town.

Be sure to "Like" the

Vinton Messenger on Facebook.

Mingle at the Market concerts are
hosted by the Vinton Area Chamber
of Commerce assisted by the Town of
Vinton. The Chamber depends on help
from volunteers to keep things operating
smoothly at the concerts, which are held
on the Vinton Farmers Market down-

The Chamber could use some help
in facilitating the concerts, which are
scheduled for the second and fourth Sat-
urdays through September—volunteers
are needed. Individual volunteers are
welcome. If you are a member of an or-
ganization which likes to do community
service, they can use your group as well.

Volunteers assist with checking in
guests with their ID’s, serving adult bev-

The Mingle at the Market concert on July 10 will feature the band Five Dollar
Shake. Volunteers are needed for all Mingle concerts this summer and fall.

erages, mingling with the crowd, assisting
with set-up and clean-up, and more.
Chamber Executive Director Angie
Chewning expresses her gratitude to
those who volunteered at the most recent
Mingle on June 26—Page Stovall, Brian
Lovern, Aaron Blankenship, Karen Hill,

Tracy Powers, Allison Finney, Randall

Waters, Mike and Patsy Stovall, MollyJo
Milliner, Michele Barklow, Chris Craft,
Justin Davison, Kayla Sutphin, Katie
Thomas, and Kathryn Sowers.

The next Mingle at the Market is
scheduled for July 10 featuring the band
Five Dollar Shake.

Email Angie Chewning at angie@vin-
tonchamber.com or call 343-1364 if you
have some time to help with these events.
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Angie
Chewning

Filling in for Bootie

Longboat Key was the

backdrop for the perfect day for a,
or should I say a 10-day, celebra-
tion! Jennifer Crush and Scot Luke
said “I do” surrounded by friends
and family and the gorgeous Flori-
da sky. Friend Don Halliwill, who
is ordained for nuptials, married
Jennifer and Scot on the beach on
June 12 at 5:30 in the evening. A
beach reception followed.
celebrating with the couple were
Jennifers son Matthew, Tammy,
Don, Jack and Wills Halliwill,
Garrett and Lacy Garrett, Pe-
ter and Brenda Campbell, Dylan
Vess, Amy, Nate, Abby and Ali-
son Stoehr, and Angela and Greg
Groves, who live in Longboat. On
Friday before the wedding, the
girls had a bridal brunch and the
guys played golf. What a way to get

married!

perfect

Those

do!

Wingin’ Good!

eryone there !!

C h avez from page 1

ern Colorado. That led
her to a job as a Hospital
Services manager for the
same company, managing
the blood and blood com-
ponent inventory for the
state of New Mexico.

Her next move was
to Molina Healthcare, a
Fortune 500 company
focused  exclusively on
government-sponsored
health care programs for
families and individuals.
Initially she worked as
the director for Commu-
nity Engagement, for the
philanthropic arm of the
health insurance company,
directing their marketing
efforts. Within a year, she
had moved up to director
of Government Contracts
Marketplace and Medicare
for Molina for the state of
New Mexico.

She was headhunted by
another healthcare com-
pany and became director
of the Affiliate Network
for the DaVita Medical
Group of New Mexico.
That job was hers for sev-
eral months until DaVita
was acquired by Optum
health services company,
and her position was elim-
inated, stalling her corpo-
rate climb.

Chavez says she loved
the day-to-day impact she
was making in the corpo-
rate world, but she also
keenly felt the grind—
what kept her going was
the “big paycheck on Fri-
day.” In her early 30s, she
was “really kicking it” with
a high six-figure salary,

a home, investments—a
phenomenal lifestyle—es-
pecially as a second-gener-
ation American with Eng-
lish as a second language.
She was the first in her
family to get her bachelor’s
and master’s degrees, ful-
filling her parents’ dream
to “have a successful kid.”
When she lost her job,
she “wasn’t happy,” but be-
cause she had lived conser-
vatively and been “smart
with money,” she had time
to ponder the future. She
had business skills and felt
aneed to help her commu-
nity. She had always been
community-centered, be-
lieving “we all rise togeth-
er,” and that “our mission
should be to raise up the
community we are in.”
So, she came up with
Building Beloved Com-
munities. She had just met
with her financial planner
who said she had enough
cash and investments to
fund her life for about six
months. She was surviving
on a diet of Ramen noo-
dles when she was tempt-
ed to accept a job with a
substantial salary, but ulti-
mately turned it down and
launched her company.
Chavez says it took a
year to get on good finan-
cial footing with Building
Beloved =~ Communities.
She made just $50 from
her first client. Her mar-
keting at the time was
word-of-mouth. She was
down to “bare bones liv-

ing” when her business
“took off.” She was able to

What a night! Many, many, many
thanks to Vinyl Nation for rocking
it all night. To Blue Ridge Beverage
for the cold drinks, Member One,
HomeTrust Bank and all of our
sponsors for supporting what we
do, Mountain Grille—so happy to
have a butter burger again! — and
to our volunteers, Page Stovall,
Brian Lovern, Aaron Blankenship,
Karen Hill, Tracy Powers, Allison
Finney, Randall Waters, Mike and
Patsy Stovall, Molly Jo Milliner,
Michelle Barklow, Chris Craft (for
all the great pictures), Justin Davi-
son, Kayla Sutphin, Katie Thomas
and, of course, my sidekick Kath-
ryn Sowers. And to all of YOU that
come out to enjoy the night! Thank
you — you are why we do what we

So glad to see so many people
out, looking forward to July 10
with Five Dollar Shake and Finger

Hope everyone will join us on
July 4 on the lawn of the War Me-
morial. We will unveil our new
Vinton Magazine! Hope to see ev-

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS
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juggle more than one cli-
ent at a time, some online,
some full-time, some part-
time. She kept consuming
Ramen but started “get-
ting traction.”

Since she could work
basically from anywhere
with 90% of her contracts
online, she made the deci-
sion to move to Roanoke,
which has “cool places,”
supports  entrepreneurs,
and is a tight-knit com-
munity. At about that
time COVID hit. She
took a leap of faith and
continued with her plans.

Her Building Beloved
Communities enterprise is
multi-faceted and includes
working with small busi-
nesses to help them grow
and flourish, with non-
profits to help them galva-
nize themselves to survive,
and executive coaching to
help individuals find more
satisfying careers and life-
styles.

Chavez focuses on
a  community-centered
business concept in which
small businesses and non-
profits are encouraged to
use local suppliers, buy
from non-profits, increase
their influence in the lo-
cal community, and make
charitable donations to
support the community.
Collaboration and com-
munity have always been
key.

Now her “business is
booming,” in part because
she is “reasonably priced,”
and while most consul-

tants charge by the job,

she has chosen to charge
by the hour to give cus-
tomers the best value.

Chavez seems to have
a special talent for sav-
ing the organizations she
works with money. She
streamlined the opera-
tions of one company just
by making changes to
their photocopying sys-
tem, saving $5,000—and
convinced the company
to donate the old photo-
copier to a non-profit to
boot. She had another cli-
ent switch to a cash back
rewards credit card and
saved $8,000 over time.

How do small busi-
nesses and non-profits
afford a consultant? One
non-profit client in Taos,
N.M., can pay Chavez
for her services because
they received a grant to
build up capacity. There
are many grants available
to help non-profits and
hiring a consultant is a le-
gitimate, and even encour-
aged, use of funds. Con-
sultants like her come in
and assist with “tightening
the nuts and bolts,” scal-
ing, solving business prob-
lems—increasing efliciency
and saving time.

Chavez says she signed
up for the 2021 Gauntlet
with “zero expectations.”
She wanted to network
and meet entrepreneurs in
the area and to understand
business in Roanoke and
the New River Valley. She
gained far more from the
Gauntlet than she antici-
pated.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Bonnie Chavez (right) and Kim Whiter met this winter
at the Gauntlet Business Program and Competition.
Chavez is the CEO of Building Beloved Communities.
Whiter founded Eldercare Solutions.

She has hired her first
employee—Shannon
Dominguez, who directed
the Gauntlet program for
The Advancement Foun-
dation (TAF) this year—
to be her director of Op-
erations.

At the  Gauntlet,
Chavez met the love of
her life, Kim Whiter,
another Gauntlet entre-
preneur—and  Platinum
Level winner—who has
just cut the ribbon for
her Elder Care Solutions
business at the HIVE
Business Incubation Cen-
ter in Vinton. Gauntlet
classes met online this
year, and they first got to

know one another by sit-
ting at the same virtual
discussion table.

Chavez says the Gaunt-
let 10-week business pro-
gram “takes a lot of hard
work and guts—it’s not
called the ‘Gauntlet for
nothing.”

For more informa-
tion on Building Beloved
Communities, call Bon-
nie Chavez at 505-702-
3858. Talking to her
will make you feel better
about the world.

For more informa-
tion on the Gauntlet,
visit https://theadvance-
mentfoundation.org/the-
gauntlet.

Baylor University
celebrates local
graduates

Baylor University cel-
ebrated more than 7,500
graduates of the Classes
of 2020 and 2021 during
six in-person commence-
ment ceremonies May
6-8 at McLane Stadium
on the banks of the Bra-
zos River.

The outdoor ceremo-
nies that honored nearly
2,800 spring 2021 Baylor
graduates, as well as more
than 4,700 May, August
and December 2020
graduates, whose ceremo-
nies were canceled or held
virtually due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The

commencement ceremo-
nies also were the first
held outdoors at Baylor
since May 27, 1955.

This year’s local gradu-
ates include:

Mac Carter DPaine,
who earned his Bachelor
of Science in Education,
Exercise Physiology, from
the Robbins College of
Health & Human Sci-
ences, May 2021

Wesley Oliver Cook,
Master of Social Work,
Social Work, May 2021

Diana R. Garland,
School of Social Work,
May 2021

Smiths earn degrees

Tes Smith and Michael
Smith have earned college
degrees. Tes received an As-
sociate Degree in General
Studies at Virginia Western
Community College. Mi-
chael earned a BS Degree

in Mass Communications

from Virginia Common-
wealth University.

Both are graduates
of William Byrd High
School; Tes in 2019 and
Michael in 2016. Their
parents are Bob and Dawn
Smith of Bonsack.

Vinton Town Council
resumes in-person meetings

Vinton Town Coun-
cil has been meeting
virtually via Zoom for
well over a year. That
changes on Tuesday,
July 6, when the regu-
larly scheduled coun-
cil meeting will once
again be in-person in
Council Chambers in

the Vinton Municipal
Building on Pollard
Street.

There is another
change with coun-
cil meetings—they
will now begin at 6
p.-m. on the first and
third Tuesdays of each
month. (Council meet-

e Forestry Mulching/
Brush Cutting
* Right of Way &
Land Clearing
e Stream & Pond Services
e Light Excavating

& Grading

* Pipe & Culvert Cleaning/
Jetting

APX Services LLC
540-566-6920

ings previously began
at 7 p.m.) This is a per-
manent time change ap-

proved by council.
The Town of Vin-
ton will continue to

live stream the council

AN ORGANIZED HOME
IS A HAPPY HOME

meetings via Facebook
Live and have those re-
cordings available for
future use to continue
to make council meet-
ings as open and avail-

able as possible.

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

See more at www.vintonmessenger.com

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH"

a heighborly company

80% OFF

INSTALLATION

’ Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation:
(866) 982-2260

Hours: Mon = Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST
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La La’s Piano Players present Spring Piano Recital

Carol McCulloch with Sofie Ingraham, senior piano

student.

Students of Carol Mc-
Culloch, also known as La
La, presented their Spring
Piano Recital on Sunday,
June 6, hosted by Belmont
Church of Roanoke. The
first in-person performance
since 2019 was a welcome
experience for the pianists
and all others in attendance.

Twenty-four of her 30
students participated play-
ing pop, classical and reli-
gious selections, as well as
some unique and beautiful
individual arrangements.

La La’s mission is “to teach
the love of music to both
typical and special needs
students,” and every recital is
inclusive in that regard.

“T've thoroughly enjoyed
and learned from my spe-
cial needs students over the

N
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Y
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years; they are an integral
part of our piano family,
McCulloch said. “The dedi-
cation and progress we've
seen and heard has been a
joy”

She continues to teach
some students virtually but
looks forward to sharing
even more personal time
with her students as 2021
proceeds.

Named as this year’s Star
Piano Student was Abigail
Dooley of Roanoke. Ab-
bie just completed eighth
grade at William Byrd and
has studied with La La since
carly elementary. She also
plays guitar and serves as
keyboardist for her church
youth group at Mount
Pleasant Baptist.

In addition, Sofie Ingra-

From the Pulpit

Sisters Maddie (left) and Abigail Dooley were awesome
performers at the spring recital. They are shown with
piano teacher Carol McCulloch. Abigail Dooley (right)
was named as this year’s Star Piano Student.

ham of Vinton was recog-
nized as La Las only senior
this year. McCulloch shared
with everyone that “this
young lady is super talented
and should reach any goal,
musically or otherwise, she
sets her mind t0.”

Sofie presented her Se-
nior Recital on June 19
at her home church, Blue
Ridge Baptist, where she
played some of her favorite
classical pieces, plus lovely
arrangements of several trea-
sured hymns.

According to La La, “My
pianists just keep practicing
what Hans Christian An-
dersen said a long, long time
ago, “When words fail, mu-
sic speaks.”

Playing the recital prelude
this year was Frank Stiff,

who set a beautiful tone for
the rest of the afternoon.
Students performing in-
cluded:
e Elizabeth Martinez:

“For Good” and
“The Old Rugged
Cross”

¢ Kristen Neal: “Polovet-
zian Dance # 177
and Solo, “Spring”
Lyrics by Kirsten

(music,  Braham(s
Lullaby)

* Brody Parrish: “Rockin’
Song”

* Matt Graybill: “Let It
Be” and “Just a Clos-
er Walk with Thee”

* Courtney Walls: “Prin-
cess Waltz” Duet

* Abbie Dooley: “Muset-
tas Waltz” and “This
is Me”

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Chukie Elechi attends Blue Ridge Autism and
Achievement Center and has taken lessons from La
La for 11 years. His mom, Uche, is his higgest fan and

supporter.

¢ Chukie Elechi: “Pathet-
ique Sonata # 8” and
“Radetsky March”

e Julia Russ: “Indian
Dance”

e Carter Walls: “When
the Saints Go
Marching In”

* Levi Laughinghouse:
“Lean on Me”

* Kennedy Bendey:
“Ocean Waves”

e Shay Kiedrowski:
“Beauty and the
Beast:

* Logan Jones: “In the
Mood”

e Teresa Nester: “Theme
from Ice Castles”

* Margaret Bryant: “Oth-

ers

e Natalie Peters: “Can
Can”

* Norah Laughinghouse:
“Tomorrow”

* Maddie Dooley: “It Is
Well” and “Bingo”
Duet

* Kendall Adams: “This

Land is Your Land”
and “Little Prayer”

* Maggie Laughinghouse:
“How Great Is Our
God” and “Fly Me

to the Moon”

o Alyssa Walker: “The
Entertainer” and
<« »

Sonne

* Sofie Ingraham: “Noc-
turne in E Minor”

and “Schindler’s
List”
Peter Anderson and

Stephanie O’Donnell partic-
ipated in the recital remote-
ly—Anderson due to an out-
of-town commitment, and
O’Donnell, who lives in San
Diego, started lessons with
McCulloch in Roanoke, but
now continues virtually.

For more information,
visit McCulloch’s website at
www.lalaspianoplayers.com
or her Las Piano Page on
Facebook. The entire recital
will be available for viewing
online this week.

‘Making Adjustments”

2 The one who enters
by the gate is the shepherd
of the sheep. 3 The gate-
keeper opens the gate for
him, and the sheep hear

The\/inton

his voice. He calls his own
sheep by name and leads
them out. 4 When he has
brought out all his own, he
goes ahead of them, and the
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sheep follow him because
they know his voice (John
10:2-4).”

For the past couple of
weeks, Parker has been tak-
ing swim lessons. Before get-
ting started he could swim a
few yards under water but
could not keep his head
above water long enough
to take another breath. He
knew how to move forward
in the water but did not
know how to stay above
the water. Thus, one of his
biggest goals for swim les-
sons has been learning how
to float. As his instructor
shared, when it comes to
water safety, learning how to
float is more important than
learning how to swim. If
children know how to float,
they can survive in water for
however long is needed until
help arrives.

This has been a challenge
for Parker. Lying down in
the water with his head
and body facing up has not
come easily. Throughout his
lessons, his instructor was
constantly reminding him
to keep his head back so that
his body could lie flat on top
of the water. Every time he

would lift his head from the
water, the rest of his body
would begin to sink. It was
only by hearing his teacher’s
instructions, feeling  her
hand gendy on his back,
and adjusting his body in re-
sponse that Parker’s position
on top of the water could be
restored. Floating required
both listening to his instruc-
tor and making adjustments
based on her instructions.

Jesus once used the im-
age of a shepherd to help his
listeners understand who he
was and what was required
of them. Just as sheep need
a shepherd to instruct and
guide them to find pasture,
Jesus wanted his earliest fol-
lowers to understand their
need for a shepherd.

Like sheep, they too
needed someone to instruct
and guide them to discover
all that God had prepared
for them. “I have come that
you might have life and have
itabundandy (John 10:10).”
Just as sheep must hear their
shepherd’s voice and make
adjustments in their direc-
tion in order to follow him,
Jesus wanted his followers to
understand the same was re-

quired of them.

Hearing God’s voice in
our lives is only the first
step; receiving the abundant
life he has prepared for us
requires that we are consis-
tently making adjustments
based on his instructions.

If sheep do not make ad-
justments in their direction
based on their shepherd’s
voice, they will not find
the pasture their shepherd
has prepared for them. Un-
able to find pasture, sheep
quickly become lost and in
danger of falling prey to the
wolves that abound. If Park-
er did not make adjustments
to his body position in the
water based on his teacher’s
instructions, he would be
unable to float. Without
the ability to float, he would
quickly begin to sink and
discover the danger of water.

The same is true for us
as we seek to follow Christ
today. Our Good Shepherd
has promised that if we will
follow him, we will find the
pasture he has prepared for
us. Our Teacher has prom-
ised that if we will listen to
him, he will help us remain
afloat even when the storms

of life crash and we find our-
selves adrift. He has prom-
ised that he has come “so
that we might have life and
have it abundantly” How-
ever, receiving what God
has prepared for us in Christ
requires both listening and
making adjustments based
on his instructions. Each re-
quires the other.

If we are not taking the
time to stop and listen for
God’s voice, we will not
hear him. And yet, hearing
his voice will only get us
so far; if we are not consis-
tently making adjustments
based on his instructions,
then our position in life
will not change. If we feel
lost and unable to find the
gate that leads to the life Je-
sus promised—if we feel like
we are drowning, beating
the water and gasping for
air, yet getting nowhere—it
may be time to stop, listen,
and make some adjust-
ments. Help has arrived.
Our Good Shepherd is
calling. The hand of our
Teacher is gently resting
upon us.

By Pastor Travis Russell,
Vinton Baptist Church

you never left.

Colobrating The

The Town of Vinton, acommunity nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes
you to our community. Vinton, atown rich with history, has over the years found itself
to be one of afew communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environ-
ment of a comfortable lifestyle with the feding of being a part of alarge community
family. The town, with its proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain
Lake, provides many opportunities for those who wish to stop and shop at our loca
farmers market or one of our unique specialty shops.

If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the
year from the Vinton Dogwood Festiva to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each fedtival offers
itsown unique atmosphere. When you are away from homeit'sawaysniceto fed asif

TheTown of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and ameni-
ties located nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate;
smadll, locdly, and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views
of the mountains and Blue Ridge Parkway abound.

Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide afeeling

ADVERTINE!

Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485

or email Hrye @ourvalley.org
to advertise in this space.

oww 0[

of belonging, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conven-
iences that are necessary to make acommunity feel like hometo itscitizens.
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Transformer .....

skills and talents to work here,”
Waugh said.

Cobb read a proclamation from
Roanoke City Council declaring
June 23 as Virginia Transformer
Day in the city. He thanked the
manufacturer for its contribution
to the economy, to national secu-
rity, to grid independence, and to
reducing imports of transformers.

In introducing Jain, VTC Presi-
dent Anoop Nanda said that he
“works with a terrific team and
stands in awe of the leadership of
MLt. Jain, the longest-serving CEO
in the transformer industry. He is
passionate in the pursuit of perfec-
ton.”

Jain thanked the “dedicated
team of technicians and engineers”
at VTC. “Fifty years is a long time,
and rare. Our company is strong,
financially viable, and holds a lead-
ership position in the industry. We
have a long life ahead of us.

“As we celebrate our 50th an-
niversary, I want to reflect back
on the last 50 years and recognize
how we have traversed obstacles
and reached industry-leading mile-
stones,” said Jain. “In my 39 years
as CEO here, I've realized that it’s
the people, the focus on the cus-
tomer, and the technology that
brings us continued success, and
I'm proud of what we've accom-
plished.”

Jain shared some of the history
of Virginia Transformer from its
first location in 1979 on Cleveland
Avenue in Roanoke (in the flood
plain), to its move to Statesman In-
dustrial Park in 1979 and then to
the present facility in 1989, where
it has continued to grow—now oc-
cupying 120,000 square feet.

In 1995 VTC built a second
plant in Chihuahua, Mexico, and
acquired a third in Idaho in 2003.
In 2013, it opened another plant
nearby in Troutville for tank fabri-
cation, sandblasting, and paint.

The corporation has gone from
producing small power transform-
ers (its earliest customers were
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Virginia Transformer is the largest producer of power transformers
in the United States. The transformers are huilt start to finish in the

Roanoke Valley.

mining companies) to become
the largest United States-based
power transformer OEM (Origi-
nal Equipment Manufacturer)
with the largest engineering team
in the industry. The transformers
are built start to finish at the local
plant in a process that takes four to
five months.

Jain joined the company in
1982, hired by a board “who saw
value in me.” Previously he had
worked for GE in Salem as an en-
gineer.

When Jain joined the company,
VTC was mired in debt and still
a minor player in the industry. “I
came with one expectation — to
lead a business,” Jain said.

Under Jains leadership, VIC
began to broaden and diversify its
customer base and product line,
developing new technologies and
delivering  high-reliability ~trans-
formers with a 60-year service life—
the longest in the industry, eventu-
ally becoming the market leader
that it is today.

“Virginia Transformer was born

here, grew up here, and now has a
national footprint,” Jain said. “We
are proud to be a part of Roanoke
and are bursting at the seams,” he
commented.

He named several local compa-
nies Virginia Transformer has been
affiliaced with. including PFG in
Vinton, since 1984.

The bulk of their transformers
are used in distribution and trans-
mission  substation  applications
to bring power from generation
plants to homes and industry. They
serve heavy industries, hospitals,
universities, government installa-
tions, the military, pipelines and
refineries, transit, and utilities.

Virginia Transformer has pow-
ered some of the nations most
notable customers including Walt
Disney World (think Tower of Ter-
ror), Fermilab, the Washington
and New York City Metro, and
NASA. Its customers have includ-
ed Fortune 500 companies such as
Tesla, Chevron, Duke Energy, Edi-
son International, and Siemens. In
2003, VTC came to the aid of the
Army Corps of Engineers by de-

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Prabhat Jain has heen CEO of Virginia Transformer since 1982 and
offered his perspective on the growth of the business in the past 50
years at the anniversary celebration on June 23.

signing, building, and shipping six
15-MVA transformers in just six
weeks for the Gulf War rebuilding
projects.

'The corporation is now working
with the solar and wind industry as
it matures, as well as data centers
and the electric vehicle industry.

“We are shifting and position-
ing to supply the offshore wind,
large solar/wind power transform-
ers, and pad-mount transformers
custom-designed for harmonics
mitigation—ensuring reliability to
the national grid,” Jain said.

Jain noted that COVID-19
“turned our lives upside down,”
although as an “essential industry”
they were able to keep working.
Currently 80% of their workforce
has been vaccinated. He thanked
them and the HR and safety per-
sonnel at the plant for this achieve-
ment.

At the anniversary celebration,
Jain announced that as a result of
the pandemic, Virginia Transform-
er has established two initiatives—

an employee support fund and a
scholarship fund for the children

of employees.

“Education is the most impor-
tant source of strength of any soci-
ety,” Jain commented.

The local VTC workforce has
grown over five decades from 30
to more than 400, with 1,500 em-
ployees across five North American
plants.

Jain informed those gathered
that VTC has singlehandedly re-
duced international imports of
power transformers by 10 percent.
It has contributed more than $100
million in annual economic im-
pact to the Roanoke region. The
goal isa 15 percent expansion each
year for the next five years.

“Going forward, transformers
will continue to be at the heart
and soul of transforming energy
from sources of creation to sources
of consumption,” said President
Anoop Nanda. “The United States’
aging energy infrastructure requires
many assets to be replaced to en-
hance grid reliability and security,
and Virginia Transformer is a key
player in getting that done with 50
years of expertise and innovation.”

Quams celebrate 60th anniversary

Upcoming Free GOVID Vaccines
in Vinton in July and August

The Town of Vinton
is partnering again with
the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health and
the Roanoke City and
Alleghany Health Dis-
tricts to host free CO-
VID-19 vaccine clinics.

Clinics are scheduled
for:

July 8, 4-6 p.m,,
Vinton War Memorial,

Pfizer vaccine

July 29, 4-6 p.m.,
Vinton War Memorial,
Pfizer vaccine

August 4, 4-6 p.m.,
Vinton’s Charles R.
Hill Community Cen-
ter, Moderna vaccine

Preregister for the
day and time you
would like to attend on
the website at hteps://

Submit your community
news and photos to
vintonmessenger@

ourvalley.org.

www.vdh.virginia.gov/
roanoke/covid-vaccine/
or by calling 540-613-
6597 between the hours
of 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday.

Walk-ins are welcome
while vaccine supplies
last.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Bobhy and Linda McGuire Quam of Vinton celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary
on June 24, 2021. They were married on June 24, 1961 at White Rock Baptist Church.
They have two daughters and sons-in-law, Alisa and Jim Cooper and Sherry and
Joe Greene. They have four grandchildren, Allison Gooper Clark and her husband,
Andrew, Jenna Greene, Joseph Greene and Ethan Cooper. The Quams give thanks
to the Lord for giving them 60 wonderful years. A trip to Kiawah Island is planned.

OBITUARY

Marion Steven Bartley

Marion Steven “Steve”
Bartley, 73, went to be
with the Lord on Tues-
day, June 22, 2021. He
was a devoted family man
and resident of Vinton.
Steve is survived by his
wife, Sara Angle Bartley;
his children, Stefie Bartley
and Matt Bartley; his sister,
Paula Bartley; his brother,
Bill Bartley; his daughter-
in-law, Shannon Bartley;

boater. He and his wife,
Sara, frequented numer-
ous concerts and recitals in
which his kids performed.
Many of his favorite family
memories were created at
Smith Mountain Lake. He
loved to pull his daughter,
Stefie, on a ski or his son,
Matt, on a wakeboard.
He was equally happy
taking his wife, Sara, on
a Sea-Doo or boat ride.

and his two grandchil-
dren, Marek and Faye. He was preceded
in death by his parents, Marion Schley
Bartley and Dorothy Virginia Locke.
Steve was born on November 11, 1947,
in Roanoke, and was the middle of three
siblings. He attended Northside High
School in 1965 and received a business
degree from Roanoke College. He met
his wife, Sara, at a 15th anniversary high
school reunion. They recently celebrated
their 39th wedding anniversary together
on June 19. He and Sara had two beauti-
ful children; he would never stop talking
abouthow proud hewas of Stefieand Matt.
Steve was a devoted father and avid

One of Steve’s more re-
cent pastimes included watching his
grandson, Marek, grow and develop
for nearly two years. He often said he
didn’t know how much he wanted to be
a grandfather until he had a grandchild
of his own. Marek learned how to say
his name, “Papaw,” before he learned
any other names. Steve also got to enjoy
six weeks with his granddaughter, Faye.
Arrangements were made available to
the immediate family. Oakey’s Funeral
Service — Vinton Chapel handled the ar-
rangements. Online condolences may be
shared with the family at www.oakeys.
com.
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Vinton Breakfast Lions award scholarships

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

The Vinton Breakfast
Lions have continued
their tradition of awarding
scholarships to local stu-
dents at both William Byrd
High School and Staunton
River High School.

At their June 9 meeting,
they presented the Ryan
Chambers Memorial Schol-
arships to two Staunton
River High School stu-
dents—Emily Duncan and
Emma Jackson. Duncan
will be attending Liberty
University; Jackson will at-
tend Black Hawk College.

The Ryan Chambers
Memorial Scholarship was
first presented in 2020 and
is designated for students
who are active in church
ministry or missions.

Ryan Chambers passed
away in December 2018
in an accident on an icy
road in Bedford County
at age 24. He was a gradu-
ate of Staunton River High
School and Piedmont In-
ternational University,
with a degree in Church
Ministries and a member of
Goodview Baptist Church.
Chambers played soccer
at SRHS and basketball at
Piedmont International.

His family said, “His
love for the Lord took him
to Guatemala, Mexico,
Uganda, Tokyo, and Spain
to spread the gospel. Ryan
had a desire to reach those
who had never heard the
name of Jesus and share
the saving news of the
gospel with as many as he
could. He loved people
wholeheartedly and pas-
sionately.”

Lions Club President
Chris McCarty said that
Ryan went to work for him
at Grand Rental in Vinton
when he got out of college.
McCarty knew his facher
Otis Chambers from sand-
lot coaching days when
Otis was a referee. McCar-
ty and Ryan became close
friends when they worked
together. They both liked

SpOftS.
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“Ryan was big into mis-
sions and just liked to
serve people,” so McCarty
recruited him to join the
Breakfast Lions Club. “The
members really liked him,
and he helped a lot with all
of their projects.”

“We decided to give the
scholarships through the
Breakfast Lions Club since
Ryan was a member and
the club helped so much
in raising the funds,” Mc-
Carty said. “The club will
continue to build on what
we did the first year and

make the scholarship pro-
gram bigger and better in
the years to come.”

Ryan Chambers’ par-

ents, Otis and Michelle, parents.

The Vinton Breakfast Lions Club made its second annual presentation of Ryan Chambers Memorial
Scholarships on June 6. Recipients were Emily Duncan (second from left) and Emma Jackson. They are
shown with Breakfast Lions Club President Chris McCarty (on left) and Otis and Michelle Chambers, Ryan’s

attended the presentation
of the scholarships.

The Breakfast Lions
presented six more schol-
arships at their meeting
on June 23—this time to
graduates of William Byrd
High School. Recipients
of Wallace Cundiff Schol-
arships are Kasey McKee,
who will be attending Vir-
ginia Tech to study Human
Nutrition, Foods, and Ex-
ercise; Elizabeth Reckten-
wald, who will major in
Arts and Sciences at the
University of Virginia; and
Megan Thomas and Ka-

tie Wheeler, who will be Six students from William Byrd High School received scholarships from the Vinton Breakfast Lions
studying Nursing at Rad- Club. Shown left to right are Megan Thomas, Katie Wheeler, Keaton Band,, Natalie Mullins, Elizabeth
Recktenwald, and Kasey McKee.

ford University.
The Leo Scholarship

(the Lions sponsor the
Leo Club at WBHS) was
presented to Natalie Mul-
lins and Keaton Band,
who was named Best All
Around Male at William
Byrd. Mullins was also
named the Best All Around
Female at WBHS and re-
ceived a scholarship from
the GFWC Vinton Wom-
an’s Club. Both Mullins
and Band will be attending
Virginia Tech in the fall.
Also at the June 23
meeting, the Breakfast Li-
ons inducted Travis Ander-
son, Assistant Principal at
William Byrd High School,

into the club. His sponsor Travis Anderson (right), Assistant Principal at William Byrd High School, was inducted into the Vinton
was Lion Tammy New- Breakfast Lions Club at the meeting on June 23. His sponsor was Lion Tammy Newcomb. They are shown
with Vinton Breakfast Lions Club President Chris McCarty (left).

comb, WBHS Principal.

ANGLICAN
ST.THOMASANGLICAN CHURCH - located
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional
Liturgical Lenten Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane,
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev.
Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Ser-
vice, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Con-
temporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship
6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM,
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia. 343-7685. Rev. Travis
Russell. Sunday Services: Contemporary Service
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services: Family
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE,
Roanoke, VA 24013, 540-343-7502, Worship
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible

Wits' End Corner

Read Psalms 106:1 through
109:31

Life can be like riding a ship
rolling in the midst of a stormy
sea: up one second reaching
for the stars, the next second
plummeting to the depths.
The Psalmist wrote about
those who “went out on the
sea in ships.”

They reeled and staggered
like drunkards; they were
at their wits’ end. Then they
cried out to the Lord in their
trouble, and he brought them
out of their distress (Psalm
107:27-28).

A. G. Ward wrote in the Pen-
tecostal Evangel eighty-three
years ago, “"We have passed
through many tests in the

past twenty-four years, often
we have been at ‘wits’ end
corner’ but again and again
we have found ourselves sing-

ing.”

Are you at the end of your
rope? Cry out to the Lord.
Your prayer life will be differ-
ent. Your praise life will open

up.

Your prayer should be like
that of Jehoshaphat as he
led God's people when they
were under attack: “We do
not know what to do, but our
eyes are upon you” (2Chroni-
cles 20:12).

Prayer Suggestion: Lord, |
trust You to still the storms in
my life.

Quicklook: Psalm 107:23-32

If you would like to see
your church services

Study 10 a.m.
ECKANKAR

Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound
Services and other ECK programs are currently
available online through Zoom. Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call
540-353-5365 and leave a message. We will re-
turn your call. Also visit www.eckankar.org for
more information about how the teachings of Eck-
ankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

EVANGEL CHEOR%ﬁSQZ%g\ORIEar dv Road. Vin- NAZARENE _ mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev.
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Fe)e/\ther Fioad) FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave.,  Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast
982’-3694 Pastor-Tir% Wright. Sundav. 10 Alvi SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship ~ 8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.
S Worshin Service gh. > ybh'ld ' 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bi- UNITED METHODIST
dorsd'p 6‘?5‘6'%6’ uper.nure Clorb ; 1aren; e study 7 p.m. THREE OAKSFELLOWSHIPUNITED METHODIST

Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study. CAMPBELL  MEMORIAL  PRESBYTERIAN 8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; a.m., Worship 11 a.m.
cmpc2verizon.net  Sunday school 9:45am, Worship WESLEYAN
M . 11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
EHEJR%I;, \;I' hte Ch\le:hziT%r 'IF')hetCrosF§ ' 1281 Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-

ardy Rd, vinton , Faston, ReV. DI 9.00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages,
James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School - gy, 6:450m: Wednesday Choir 7:00pm: Thursday Girl —10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children -

rligi?noﬁg} Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@Ve-  geq it 7:00pm: 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-  Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Tucker Frye at
540-473-2741 or
email tirye@ourvalley.org

LUTHERAN
ST.TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
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Yard Sales -

Botetourt County

Yard & Craft Sale
(Inside & Out)
July 10, 2021
VFW 220 N. of
Daleville VA
8-2 or later
Food-Homemade
Hot Dogs, B.B.Q,
Potato Salad, Mac. Salad
Some Antiques
1990 Chevrolet Scottsdale
4x4 for Sale
Call: 540-473-3569 or
540-293-8314
Set up available (Outside)
$10.00 to set up. Bring
own tables.
Looking forward to seeing
you all. Thank you

Yard Sales -

Montgomery
County

Garage Sale
July 3rd
8am-2pm
50 Alder Lane
Christiansburg
Women’s clothing
(Extra Large & 1X)
Household goods
Rain or Shine

Acreage & Lots

1.2 Acre Lot
Bedford Co
Summertime Meadow
Restricted Sub Division
Close to Vinton
Parked for 3 Bedroom
Home
$30,000
540-890-4886

Apartments for

Rent

Subsidized
Apartments for
Seniors
Accepting applications for

Trolinger & New River
House Apartments at
Warm Hearth Village- 1 &
2 bedroom apartments for
those age 62 and older or
barrier-free apartment with
a qualifying mobility
disability. Located on the
campus of Blacksburg’s
only comprehensive
retirement community,
residents have access to
our fitness center, walking
trails, events and
activities, transportation
and many other amenities.
Smoke-free community.
Applicants must meet
eligibility requirements for
credit and criminal
background check.

For more information:

540-443-3465 or
Retire.org

warm, Hsrth viliga

Clearview Manor

Apartments
Waiting List Open 62+
& Disabled Housing
Available
(540) 342-5690
TTY/TDD: 711

For Rent -
Apartments

2,3,4BR

Townhouse Style
accepting applications.
Short waiting list, HUD
subsidized, W/D hookups,
private patio, water &
trash incl. Fairfax Village
Apts. 332 Fairfax St.,
Radford Cambridge
Square 1805 Whipple Dr.
NW Blacksburg 540-731-
1786 EHO TDD #800-828-
1120

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD
Mixed Hardwood.
Call 540-529-2745

Delivery in Botetourt only

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE

Unprinted end rolls of
newsprint. Great for

packing & shipping, moving
& storage and for art
projects. Various sizes
available. Stop by the
Salem Times-Register 1633
West Main St. or call
(540)389-9355 for details.

Help Wanted -

General

Part Time
Newspaper
Production Help
The Salem TimesRegister

has openings for
afternoon/evening shift
work inserting, labeling
and bundling newspapers
for delivery. No
experience necessary.
Hours may vary. Will train.
$7.50 per hour. Contact
Lynn Hurst, General
Manager, Salem-Times
Register (540)389-9355
or email
Ihurst@ourvalley.org

TAP (Total Action for
Progress) is the second
largest community action
agency in Virginia,
employing more than 300
employees. We
encourage people to think
creatively, grow
professionally, and make
a positive impact within
the agency and in the
communities in which we
serve.

The following position is
open with TAP:

Family Development
Specialist- Craig
County/Giles

The Family Development
Specialist shall assist the
Family Development
Coordinator in the
planning and
implementation of the
Health Services and
Family and Community
Partnership services area.

ODemonstrate ability to

Help Wanted -

General

communicate both orally
and in writing with staff,
parents, and the
community
ODemonstrates ability to
develop trusting
professional relationships
with families.

OAS or AA degree in
Social Work, Psychology
or Health Science or
related fields preferred.
02 years’ experience in a
social services agency.
OExperience working with
families.

For a full job description
please visit Indeed.com or
at our website
www.tapintohope.org

Must be able to adjust
work schedule as needed.
Complete background
check required. FT,
w/competitive benefits.
Salary: $12.00- $17.34
Per Hour. Submit cover
letter and resume to:
TAP, Human Resources,
Job Code: FDSCC/Giles-
EHS/CCP, PO Box 2868,
302 2nd St., Roanoke, VA
24001-2868 or fax to 540-
345-1944

Applicant email address is
required for response
concerning this job.

For more information
about this job and to apply
online:

See our website:
www.tapintohope.org
TTY: 540-345-4096
AA/EOE/Drug Free
Workplace
Bilinguals encouraged to

apply.

Quality Inn Radford
Hiring Full-Part Time
Front Desk Clerk and

Housekeeping.
Apply in Person.
Ph-540-639-3000

TAP (Total Action for
Progress) is the second
largest community action
agency in Virginia,
employing more than 300
employees. We
encourage people to think
creatively, grow
professionally, and make
a positive impact within
the agency and in the
communities in which we
serve.

The following position is
open with TAP:

Crew Technician 2-
ECHR

This person will perform
task on dwellings to
enhance the fuel
conservation and reduce
heating cost in
accordance with the
DHCD Weatherization
Installation Standards

*Must be knowledgeable
in Heating and Cooling
Systems, Construction
and Carpentry

*Must have experience
using various tools and
diagnostic equipment,
read a tape measure,
have basic mathematical
skills

*Must possess the ability
to understand and follow
directions

*Must be able to read and
speak English

*High school graduate or
equivalent required
*Must have completed all
Crew Technician classes
and have a minimum of 6
months Field Experience

Must be able to adjust

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Apartments tailored to your highest standards
2 & 3 bedrooms opening July 1st
Brew Pub, and a Mexican bar and grill located next door
Luxury, Location, and Convenience
No undergrads. Income restrictions apply.

Call 540-838-2333 for more information

and to schedule a showing.

Help Wanted -

General

work schedule as needed.
Complete background
check required. FT,
w/competitive benefits.
Salary: $15.00- $17.00
per hour. Submit cover
letter and resume to:
TAP, Human Resources,
Job Code: CT2-ECHR
Box 2868, 302 2nd St.,
Roanoke, VA 24001-2868
or fax to 540-345-1944

Applicant email address is
required for response
concerning this job.

For more information
about this job and to apply
online:

See our website:
www.tapintohope.org
TTY: 540-345-4096
AA/EOE/Drug Free
Workplace

Bilinguals encouraged to

apply.
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Help Wanted -

General

about this job and to apply
online:

See our website:
www.tapintohope.org
TTY: 540-345-4096
AA/EOE/Drug Free
Workplace

Bilinguals encouraged to

apply.

Administrative

Assistant
Fincastle UMC
Part Time
Microsoft Word, Outlook
and Publisher skills,
15-20 hours per week.
Send resume:
mhurd.fincastleumc@

gmail.com

TAP (Total Action for
Progress) is the second
largest community action
agency in Virginia,
employing more than 300
employees. We
encourage people to think
creatively, grow
professionally, and make
a positive impact within
the agency and in the
communities in which we
serve.

The following position is
open with TAP:

Home Based
Coordinator

Responsible for the
supervision of all Home
Based staff. Provide
direction, support and
reinforcement to the
Home Visitors. Ensure
the Home Base Program
exemplifies the Head Start
philosophy of supporting
and encouraging family
goals and objectives,
involving parents in the
development and
education of their children,
and strengthening the
capacity of parents and
families to become self-
sufficient and to support
the general development
of their own children.
Serve as a resource
person to Home Visitors
and as the liaison
between the Home
Visitors and the Head
Start Services Area staff.

0 Through experience
and/or training with
established organizational
skills which will ensure the
proper operation of the
program.

0 Models respect and
acceptance with staff and
holds self just as
responsible for the
outcome of the program
as anyone else.

0 Shows loyalty to staff
for their dedicated work
and acknowledges their
success to the agency.

0 Demonstrated
knowledge of preschool
development, community
resources and agencies
that work with families.

0 Seeks opportunities to
provide training for
professional development
within the agency, the
state and the region.
Capable of working
independently with staff or
in tandem with other
agencies/institutions.

0 Represents the Home
Based program to the
community, volunteers
and patrons in a
professional manner.

0 A Bachelor’s Degree
with concentration in early
childhood development or
related field.

0 Four years’ experience
working with families and
young children.

0 Three years’ experience
in a supervisory capacity.

For a full job description
please visit Indeed.com or
at our website
www.tapintohope.org

Must be able to adjust
work schedule as needed.
Complete background
check required. FT,
w/competitive benefits.
Salary: $17.10- $23.56
Per Hour. Submit cover
letter and resume to:
TAP, Human Resources,
Job Code: HBC-EHS/HS,
PO Box 2868, 302 2nd
St., Roanoke, VA 24001-
2868 or fax to 540-345-
1944

Applicant email address is
required for response
concerning this job.

For more information

Legals - City of

Salem

PUBLIC HEARING
The City of Salem School
Board will hold a public
hearing for comment on
The Public Input on Return
to In-Person Instruction &
Continuity of Services Plan
and American Rescue Plan
(ARP) ESSER Plan on
Tuesday, July 13, 2021.
The hearing will begin at
5:30 PM at the School
Administrative Office, 510
South College Avenue,
Salem. Any citizen of Salem
who wishes to address the
Board should contact
Kathy A. Jordan, Clerk of
the Board, at 389-0130 by
Monday, July 7, in order to
be placed on the agenda.
Individuals who plan to
address the Board are
requested to bring copies of
their remarks for the record.
In accordance with Board
Policy KD, Public
Participation in Board
Meetings, individuals who
plan to address the Board
are requested to:

« provide their name and
address,

* address their remarks to
the Board,

« be brief and address all
stated concerns to the chair,
* A time limit of three
minutes per speaker is
allotted,

* Provide 8 copies of their
remarks for the record, and
* be prepared to answer
questions from the Board,

* In unusual cases or cases
of emergency, the Board, by
consensus, may

allow an individual or
organization to speak if not
on the agenda.

Notice is hereby

given to
all interested persons that
the City of Salem Planning
Commission, at its regular
meeting on July 14, 2021, at
7:00 p.m., in the Council
Chambers of City Hall, 114
N. Broad Street, in the City
of Salem, Virginia, will hold
a public hearing, pursuant
to Sections 15.2-2204 and
15.2-2285 of the Code of
Virginia, as amended, to
consider approval of the
following requests relative
to the CODE OF THE CITY
OF SALEM, VIRGINIA:

1. Hold public hearing to
consider the request of the
Salem Historical Society,
property owner, for rezoning
the property located at 1936
West Main Street (Tax Map
# 138-2-7) from CBD
Community Business
District with proffered
conditions to CBD
Community Business
District without conditions.

2. Hold public hearing to
consider the request of
Property Catalyst Group,
Inc., applicant, and Layman
Candy Company, Inc.,
property owner, for rezoning
the property located at 1637
East Main Street (Tax Map
#77-3-13) from LM Light
Manufacturing with
proffered conditions, to HBD
Highway Business District
without conditions.

3. Hold public hearing to
consider the request of
Property Catalyst Group,
Inc., applicant, and Layman
Candy Company, Inc.,
property owner, for rezoning
the property located at 23
Dalewood Avenue (Tax
Map #77-3-12) from HBD
Highway Business District
with proffered conditions, to
HBD Highway Business
District without conditions.

4. Hold public hearing to
consider the request of
Property Catalyst Group,
Inc., applicant and Layman
Candy Company, Inc. and
George W. Givens Jr. &
Susan K. Givens, property
owners, for the issuance of
a Special Exception Permit
to allow personal storage on
the properties located at
1637 & 1641-1647 East
Main Street, and 11, 15, &
23 Dalewood Avenue (Tax
Map #s 77-3-13, 77-3-16,
77-3-15, 77-3-14, and 77-3-
12).

Legals - City of

Salem

Copies of the proposed
plans, ordinances or
amendments may be
examined in the Office of
the City Planner,
Community Development,
21 South Bruffey Street,
Salem, Virginia.

At said hearing, parties in
interest and citizens shall
have an opportunity to be
heard relative to the said
requests.

THE PLANNING
COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA
BY

James E. Taliaferro, Il
Executive Secretary

STATEWIDE ADS

AUCTIONS

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Advertise your
upcoming auctions statewide and in
other states. Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Solutions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon Clark
at Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Vinyl Replacement Windows Starting at
$235* Installed w/Free Trim Wrap Call
804-739-8207 for MORE details! Ron-
nie Jenkins Il Siding, Roofing, Gutters
and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility power
outages, so your home and family stay
safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today!
Call for additional terms and conditions.
1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

Third party
detais. €2021 BCI Acryiic Inc.

“incudes product andlabor, b, shove o vl b and vl suroud. Tis
promoion camotbe combined it any ot ofer. Oter estiions may apl. This
ofter expies Jure 30, 201 Exch dealrsip s ndependenty onned and oerated
qulfy.See your deder o

STATEWIDE ADS

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667
Dont let the stairs limit your mobility!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to regain
access to their entire home. Call Amer-
iGlide today! 1-888-510-0805

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF 2 FREE Months! 1-855-
677-4975

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Promote your
business statewide and in other states.
Affordable Print and Digital Solutions to
reach Homeowners. Call Landon Clark
at Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net
RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you fill your
open positions! Promote job listings
regionally or statewide! ~Affordable
Print and Digital Advertising Solutions
reaching job seekers. Call this paper
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press
Services 804-521-7576, HYPERLINK

“mailto:landonc@vpa.net’  landonc@
vpa.net
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, ~ $395+$86

court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court
appearance. Estimated completion
time twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver,
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-0126.
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.
HYPERLINK  “https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com”  https:/hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
844-509-1697 or visit HYPERLINK
“http:/Iwww.Life55plus.info/vapress”
www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Life Alert. One press of a button sends
help FAST, 24/7! At home and on the
go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
866-870-9845 FREE Brochure.
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
888-608-4974

CALL NOW

“$500 Off ;
i NO PAYMENTS &

1

1
0 NO INTEREST -
UNTIL 2022 i

1
.

Military & Senior
Discounts Available

844-945-1631

A Smarter

Way to Power

Your Home.

A

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

| (833) 688-1378

*Offer value when purchased at retail.

Solar panels sold separately.

GENERAC
GENERAC

PWREED

'SOLAR + BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM

il AD NETWORKI

EACH
VIRGINIA PROMOTE YOUR

REACH OVER 1.5 MILLION

Virginia Readers Weekly

HIRING?

JOB LISTING
STATEWIDE!

Print and Digital Advertising Solutions starting at $300

Contact this paper or Landon Clark - landon@vpa.net to get started today.

GENERAC
S ——— |

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

©* 1y,

AT
o W

S

g 60!

CER =i

& Promo Codeo8x

1-877-614-6667
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SINESY SERVICES DIRECTO

SENIOR FOR
SENIORS

PAINTING &
RESIDENTIAL
MAINTENANCE

Cell:
540-293-4271

www.ourvalley.org

embrace

homeloans
Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597
540.309.5013
riewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100
Roanoke, VA 24018 @

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA.

(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA
Phone: (540) 864-6390 Fax: (540) 864-6356
*Physical Exams * X-ray Services

* Laboratory Services * Acute Care
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

EVANS
ELECTRICAL &
PLUMBING SERVICE

Fincastle
Residential « Commercial
Industrial « Remodeling
New Construction

473-2481 « 276-228-5863 cell
Class A License ¢ Insured

Master Tradesman

CARPET
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE
FLOORS
Repairs  New Sales ¢ Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908

Licensed & Insured
carpetroanoke.com

401K PLANS

For manz individuals, this is their largest asset.
Let us help you protect what you have saved.

TALK TO WALT

\ ) WALTER S. KEARNS, JR., CFP® - (540) 389-0300

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.

1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

OOF I
\}.AKS? N
CircrLE R
ROOFING OF
VIRGINIA

Call for A FREE EstimaTe

Rob Gendreau °* 540.784.0500

Lisa Martin, REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480
Lisa@Lisa2buy.com « www.Lisa2buy.com
1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA 24083

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices
m = A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Roof Replacement
& Repair

All 1st Responders and

Health Care Workers
receive a 5% discount

540-966-0688 ¢ PO Box 630, Daleville, VA 24083
www.southerntracellc.com

A GREAT DEAL IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad,

call 389-9355

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville + 540-591-5360
1620 Apperson Drive, Salem - 540-444-0291

Want to keep up with local
news, sports and events?
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

Alaceifiod
Aduortiei

389-9355

Medicare Questions?
Let me help.

« Turning 65 in Six Months?
+ Losing Employer Benefits?
+ New to the Area?

Call your licensed local agent, Linda Walker
at 540-529-1308 for a FREE Consultation®
Virtual or In-Person Appointments
Email: Ikwalkeragent@gmail.com
0https://www.facebook.com/SpecializinginMedicareHeaIthPIans

Linda K. Walker, Agent LLC
Independent Insurance Agent
Specializing in Medicare Health Plans

*No obligation to enroll

Rory “Tater” Benson,
REALTOR®
540.353.7173 cell

540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

T
SPopping Starts

He'e‘ Newspaper

A GREAT
DEAL IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad,
call 389-9355

LL@SIFIED&

Where the Deals Are!

The best place to
find it, sell it,
buy it, and
announce it.

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Opportunity is knocking
loud and clear.

&

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Find a job in your special field,
or find the help you need.

AUTOMOBILES
s FOR SALE

Get rid of the
old rattletrap
while it still runs

\.\OUSE NEED A BATH?

HOUSES SIDEWALKS

DECKS DRIVEWAYS
PORCHES GUTTERS

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC

Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708 USMCRETIRED drillinstr@gmail.com

ADYVERTISE!Y

LASSIFIEDS-

To place a
classified ad,

~"Where the Deals AI‘B!

call 540-389-9355
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SPORTS

Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 * ourvalley.org

Terriers recelve post-season honors;
Fix 1s Blue Ridge Pitcher of the Year

Post-season honors for Blue Ridge District baseball,
softball and soccer teams have been announced in the
past week and William Byrd was well-represented.

In baseball, William Byrd’s Isaac Fix was named the
“Pitcher of the Year” in the Blue Ridge District and was
also a first team selection as a pitcher in Region 3D.
Tyler Dean was first team on the mound in both the
district and region while other All-Region selections in-
cluded second teamers Luke Taylor at third base and
Joey Johnson in the outfield.

Hayden Lyle, at designated hitter, and Dylan Hat-
field, as an at-large selection, also received first team
All-BRD honors. Second team went to Johnson in the
outfield, Taylor at third and Dean was also chosen on
the second team as a shortstop.

In softball Byrd’s Logan Pekela and Haleigh Vaughan
were first team all-region, Logan at second base and
Haleigh as an “at large” selection. Brooklyn Peters was
named to the second team in the outfield.

Austin Nielsen swims for VAST.  PHOTO BY CANDACE HOYOS

Pekala, Vaughan and Peters were all named to the
All-Blue Ridge District first team as well as Hallie Cox
at pitcher. Sydney Blewitt is a second team all-BRD
choice in the outfield.

Byrd had two first teamers on the All-Region 3D
gitls’ soccer team, goalie Sophia Chrisley and at large
Maddie Simmons. Midfielder Anna Milliron and de-
fender Maci Glass are second team all-region.

Christley, Simmons, Milliron and Glass are all first
team all-district, as well as forward Hanna Chappell.
Second teamers included midfielder Riley Firebaugh
and defenders Madeleine Wolters-Argenio and Annie
Stevens.

For boys’ soccer William Byrd’s Landon Niday made
first team All-Region 3D and was also selected to the
All-Blue Ridge District first team. Nic Clements is a
first team at large All-BRD choice and second team
honors went to Braden Crossan at forward and Dylan
Hughes as an at large.

ISAAC FIX

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Vinton swimmers 2nd at Ashley

The Vinton Area Swim team finished second in a three team meet at the Ashley Plantation on Monday. The host
Stingrays won the Roanoke Valley Aquatic Association meet with 994 points while Vinton was second with 580

and the Elks Club took third with 477.

Winning swimmers with gold times in the 50 Breaststroke men’s division included Evan Copening(13-14),
Bryce Woodford(11-12) and Scott Hannah(19-24). Silver winners were Russell Fisher(9-10), Morgan Chan-
dler(15-16), Matthew Hoyos(17-18) and Jayden Glass(19-24).

Women’s gold winners in the 50 Breast included Jocelyn Stark(11-12) and Emma Copening(17-18). Silver win-
ners were Elyse Johnston(11-12), Emma Gray(17-18) and Peggy Dubose(70-over).

Colton Cunningham(7-8) was a winner in the 50 Freestyle event and men’s 100 Freestyle Gold winners were
Evan Copening(13-14) and Austin Nielsen(17-18). Silver winners from Vinton included Kieran Wilhelm(7-8) in
the 50 Free and 100 Free winners Christopher Hurd(11-12), Michael Hoyos(15-16) and Blake Richardson(13-14).

Women’s gold winners in the 100 Free were Taly Kwaramba(11-12), Emma Copening(17-18) and Laura Sch-
neider(19-24). Jaylen Smith took first silver in the 7-8 50 Free and Jocelyn Stark took first silver in the 11-12 100

Free.

Next week’s meet will be held on Tuesday, July 6th, due to 4th of July vacations on Monday. Vinton will be at
the Roanoke Country Club to swim against the host team and Spring Run.

Brian
Hoffman

Sportswriter unmasked

I'm taking the mask off. I'm fully vaccinated and it’s
time.

Ever since the coronavirus struck back in March of
2020 I've been counting the days since all sports shut
down as we knew them. You remember. It was the second
week of March last year and Rudy Gobert of the Utah
Jazz tested positive for COVID 19. Shortly thereafter
the NCAA basketball tournament was cancelled and the
NBA and Major League Baseball spring training was put
on hold. NASCAR followed, and before you could say
“Doctor Anthony Fauci” there was nothing going on in
the sports world.

At that point everyone and the Lone Ranger was ex-

pected to wear a mask. My wife bought some cool mate-
rial and broke out our old sewing machine and started
making masks for our extended family members. I had
my picture taken in a Philadelphia Phillies “powder
blue” mask and I’ve been using that for my column head
for well over a year.

Well, this week will be 476 days AG, or “After Gob-
ert,” and were not totally back to normal, but we're
close. The Major League Baseball stadiums and Haley-
Toyota Field in Salem are back to 100 percent capacity
again, and the big leagues are playing all 162 games. The
NFL and college football are on pace to have normal
seasons with normal fans, if painting your face maroon
and orange is a normal thing.

You can eat inside without a mask, you can go to the
movies again and I just passed the two week mark where
I didn’t wear a mask in the grocery store, and thought
nothing of it.

I’m not saying we're totally normal. The little stickers
on the floor at the drugstore are still telling me to stay six
feet back, but at least no one gives you a dirty look if you
don’t. And if I get a peanut stuck in my throat and cough
people still back away. But that’s nothing compared to
last year at this time.

Pve been busy here at the paper. For over a year I
had little sports news to cover, writing features and col-
umns and taking whatever photos I could find. Since the
high school sports returned in January I've not only been
busy, but swamped. As you know they stuck the fall high
school sports, football, volleyball, golf and cross coun-
try, between the winter and spring sports. And Roanoke
College did the same. You know, in a two week span
in March every single sports team at Roanoke College
played some kind of game or scrimmage.

And I love it. I'd much rather be busy than sitting at
home on the porch reading magazines and watching the
birds. It took 476 days but 'm actually feeling normal
enough to take the mask off the column head.

But let me warn you, don’t get too comfortable. I'm
hearing about this Delta strain and how it’s worse and
spreads faster, and you're at serious risk if you don't get
vaccinated. I don’t want to go back to sitting on the
porch and watching the birds again, so please consider
getting the shot if you haven't done so. If you believe
the experts it’s the best chance we have to keep things
“normal” again.

And then if someone asks, “who was that masked
man?,” it probably WAS the Lone Ranger.

Dixie 0-Zone

The Mount Pleasant 0-Zone
All-Stars competed in
the Dixie League District
7 tournament at Green
Hill Park in west Roanoke
County last weekend. The
0-Zone double elimination
tournament is for 11 and
12 year olds, and the
locals were eliminated with
losses to Glenvar and North
Roanoke, the eventual
winner. Ahove left, Carter
Nelson takes a rip. Above,
Tyler Minnix takes a throw
at third. Left, coach Nick
Williamson talks to the
team, and right Jack Mills
pitches for the All-Stars.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
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Teacher Susan Lewis recognized graduating seniors
Andrea Gonzalez (left) and Abby Shelton. Gonzalez is a

pianist; Shelton, a vocalist.

audience at the conclu-
sion of the recital.
“Senior Abby Shelton
isa homeschool graduate
who has been my voice
student for the past two
years, making incredible
progress,” said Lewis.
“Her future plans in-
clude beginning with an
online musical theatre
conservatory as well as
working as a teaching
artist in local theatre,
including performing in
more shows herself—con-
tinuing a path towards a
musical/theatrical career
(music to my ears). And
Abby plans to continue
her private voice lessons
with me, so I get to keep
her for another year!
“Abby performed
‘Pulled” from ‘The Ad-
dams Family,” which was
so fun and entertaining.
Her second piece was
‘Queen of the Night’
in German from Mo-
zart’s opera, ‘The Magic
Flute.” This is an incred-
ibly difficult piece, even
for a music major or
professional. She deliv-
ered an impressive per-
formance with her gor-
geous soprano voice.”
Shelton won first
place this spring in the
2021 Lions Club Bland
Foundation Music
Scholarship  Competi-
tion at the local level
and second place in the
regional competition.

“Senior Andrea Gon-
zalez is a graduate and
valedictorian of Wil-
liam Byrd High School
as well as the Center for
Visual Arts at the Bur-
ton Center for Arts &
Technology,” Lewis not-
ed. “Andrea has been a
dedicated piano student
for six years and a march-
ing band and symphonic
band member her entire
high school career. She
has won awards in both
music and art, includ-
ing a silver medal in
the National Scholastic
Art and Writing Awards
program.

“Future  plans for
Andrea include attend-
ing Virginia Common-
wealth University this
fall to pursue a degree
in Communication
Arts. She hopes to join
one of the music en-
sembles while attending

college.
“‘Andrea  performed
Burgmuller’s ‘The

Storm,” Op. 109, No.
13, which is the song she
played which won her
first place in the 2020
Bland Music Founda-
tion Scholarship Com-
petition. She ended the
piano portion of the re-
cital with the energetic,
rhythmic ‘He’s A Pirate’
from ‘Pirates of the Ca-
ribbean.’

“Having three col-
lege students continu-

Preschooler Nolan Cranwell opens the recital.

ing their lessons with
me has been thoroughly
rewarding— Tes Smith
(voice), Madison Saun-
ders (piano and voice),
and Allie Watson (pia-

no),” Lewis said.

‘A recital Ssurprise’
(not printed in the pro-
gram) was a beautiful
vocal duet by two best
friends, Madison and
Tes, entitled ‘Driver’s
License.” The timbre of
each of their voices pro-
duced a beautiful blend
which enabled them to
bless their family mem-
bers as well as myself (all
of us who have been en-
couraging them to sing
a duet together for some
time).

“Having adult stu-
dents who choose to
share their talents with
others is always a real
treat,” Lewis said. “Of
course, the recitals are
optional for the adult
students—but ‘kudos’ to
piano student Amanda
Morris and voice stu-
dents, Gary Feazelle and
Kelly Ronan, for their
special contributions to
the 2021 Spring Recital.

“Another  highlight
of the recital was the
original songs shared by
Lexi Williamson. Taking
both piano and voice les-
sons, Lexi’s piano solo,
‘Rain Before Thunder,
definitely created imag-

TOGETHER
WE WIN

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS TO
52 WORTHY CHARITIES

“Rosie’s, thank you so much for your generous donation of
$1,000 to Deen Ball Sports, Inc. This donation will be used
to fund critical leadership and recreational programs for
boys and girls in the Aberdeen community.”

Darrick L. Savage
Vice President | Deen Ball Sports, Inc.
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Every week in 2021 we will donate #1,000 to a local nonprofit
that is providing valuable services in the areas we are located.
Helping those communities around us is at the core of our
operational philosophy. We truly believe that high tides raise all
ships and we are determined to add value to the communities

in which we operate.

Through the charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back,
Colonial Downs Group has made monetary and in-kind donations
of more than *1,321,000, and has logged over 1,100 service
hours in Virginia communities.

7

7
ROSIE'S

Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

Deen
Ball
Sports,
Inc.

ery as she played. Her
vocal piece ‘Falling Out’
was another original of
hers accompanied by
herself at the piano-—a
true gift!

“Seeing former stu-
dents in the audience
(such as Oliver Sealey
and Eva DPierce) who
were there in support
of their siblings who
are my current students,
was very heartwarming,”
Lewis added.

As is always the case,
the recital was more of
a concert than a recital
with such talented stu-
dents.

Students performing
piano solos included:

Nolan Cranwell with
“Raindrops”

Addy McLennan,
“The B-I-B-L-E”

RJ McLennan, “Deep
and Wide”

Pierce Franks: “Three
Pigs®

William
“Yankee Doodle”

Petra Dodge: “Groove
Tune”

Mara Roche:
ette”

Aubri Kessler: “I Just
Can’t Wait to Be King”

Skylar ~ Thompson:
“Part of Your World”

Dodge:

“Alou-

Deon Staunton:
“Rocky Top”
Kathryn Dodson:

“Beauty and the Beast”

Nathan Gray: “Super-
cali” (Mary Poppins)

Lilla Clark: “Puff the
Magic Dragon”

Emily Hall:
Boom”

Ryleigh ~ Woolwine:
“How Great Thou Art”

Nolan Ferguson:
“This is the Day”

Emily Mower: “Music
Box Dancer”

“Boom

Enna Schofield: “Fiir
Elise” (Theme)

Scotlyn Leonard:
“Lean on Me”

Kendall Dodson:
“Roar”

Lily Sealey: “William
Tell Overture”

Colter Dean: “Moon-
light Sonata—Op. 27,
No. 2 (1st Movement)”

Abby Booth: “Over-

ture—The Barber of Se-
ville”

Sydney Thomas:
“Your Song”

Amanda Morris (adult
student): “The Wind
Beneath My Wings”

Cary Jones: “The En-
tertainer”

Lexi Williamson:
“Rain Before Thunder”

Allie Watson (college
student): “Larger Than
Life” (Backstreet Boys)

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Lexi Williamson shared her original songs at the
Susan Lewis Music Studio Spring Recital. Here, she
accompanies herself on the piano while singing “Falling

Out.”

Madison Saunders
(college student): “Can’t
Help Falling in Love”

Latriva Pierce: “My
Lie” (Your Lie in April)

Andrea Gonzalez
(graduating senior):
“The Storm—Op.109,

No. 13” and “He’s a Pi-
rate” (Pirates of the Ca-

ribbean)
Voice students per-
forming included:
Olivia Booth: “ABC

Song”

Xander Warf: “Jesus
Loves Me”

Petra Dodge: “I Won-
der How It Felt”

Skylar ~ Thompson:
“Set It All Free” (Sing)
Nolan Ferguson:

“Truth Be Told”

Aubri Kessler: “Girl
on Fire”
Ryleigh ~ Woolwine:

‘Sayonara” (How to Eat
Like a Child)

Emily Mower: “My
New Philosophy”
(Youre a Good Man,
Charlie Brown)

Sofia Gonzalez:
“Some Things Never
Change” (Frozen 2)

Latriva Pierce: “Audi-
tion—The Fools Who
Dream” (La La Land)

Lexi Williamson:
“Falling Out”, accompa-
nied herself on piano

Paul = Sealey: “Irish
Blessing”

Kelly Ronan (adult
student): “My Lullaby”
(Lion King 2)

Gary Feazelle (adult
student): “The Trumpet
Shall Sound” (The Mes-

siah)

Madison Saunders
(college student): “Lost
Without You”

Simon Sealey: “Panis
Angelicus”

Tes Smith (college
student): “Secret Love
Song”

Madison Saunders

and Tes Smith: a surprise
duet for their families of
“Driver’s License”

Abby Shelton (gradu-
ating senior): “Pulled”
(The Addams Fam-
ily) and “Queen of the
Night aria” (in German)

Lewis has been teach-
ing music in the Roa-
noke Valley since 1990.
She has taken the time
to answer some ques-
tions parents often have
about how to determine
if a child is ready for pi-
ano or voice lessons. She
speaks from the perspec-
tive of about 40 total
years of teaching expe-
rience since she was in
college, “having taught
easily over a thou-

sand students not only
through private lessons,
but chrough various
ages in church choirs as
well.”

“It is never too soon
to expose your child to
music,” Lewis said. “The
goal is to foster a love of
music that will last them
the rest of their lives. Es-
pecially for preschoolers
and young students, les-
sons must be fun and in-
novative. To accomplish
this, preschool students
need to focus on differ-
ent activities in short
time spans throughout
the lesson—any age is
ideal to have fun with
music by playing and
experimenting with mu-
sical sounds. Also, age-
appropriate  materials
and games build aware-
ness of musical concepts

like rhythm and pitch.

“A parent should ask
themselves, ‘Should I
encourage my child to
experience the joy of
music?’ Take advantage
of a child’s enthusiasm
and let them ignite their
passion for music as
well. A child who is mo-
tivated will progress at a
faster rate and have more
success. An introductory
lesson is a way to gauge
a student’s interest in
music. Studying music
at any age is good for
body, mind, and spirit,
and something to enjoy
for a lifetime!

“I cannot thank Vin-

ton Baptist Church
enough for the use of
their facility, beauti-

ful piano, and sound
system—as well as Chris
Monroe for assisting
with the booking of our
recital, Greg Mason for
running sound, and Ja-

mie Archual (Enoch
Creek Productions) for
videography,” Lewis
added.

Videos of each piano
and vocal performance
(produced by Jamie Ar-
chual) will be uploaded

soon to Susan’s You-
Tube Channel: Susan
Lewis Music Studio.

She can be contacted by
email: pianoandvoice@
cox.net, on Facebook at
Susan Lewis Music Stu-
dio, or by calling 540-
890-3400.

Spring semester end-
ed with the recital on
June 27. Summer les-
sons are beginning the
week of July 6. Fall se-
mester starts on August

18.
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