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Vinton hosts spectacular 4th of July Celebration 

Fireworks lit up the night sky over the  Vinton War 
Memorial for the Fourth of July Celebration in Vinton.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Welcome Basket delivers housewarming Welcome Baskets to 
people who purchase a home in Roanoke, Vinton, Salem, Botetourt, 
Franklin County, Smith Mountain Lake, and the New River Valley.

Gauntlet winner welcomes newcomers to the neighborhood

Brooke Buehring delivers 
housewarming Welcome Bas-
kets to people who purchase 
homes in Roanoke, Vinton, 
Salem, Botetourt, Franklin 
County, Smith Mountain 

Lake, and the New River Val-
ley. She was one of the par-
ticipants in this year’s Gaunt-
let Business Program and 
Competition, winning on the 
Gold Level.

Buehring and her mother, 
Joy Whitt, started The Wel-
come Basket in 2015, after 

talking with a local remodel-
er who wanted to advertise to 
potential clients “right when 
they are moving in and think-
ing about remodeling their 
home.”

“Mom and I put our heads 
together, did a little research, 
and the very next day, The 

Welcome Basket was born!” 
Buehring said. “I was looking 
for a way to make a differ-
ence and an income, all while 
spending time with my kids. 
My mom wanted the same for 
me and her grandkids.

“We loved the thought of 
welcoming our new neigh-

bors with baskets filled with 
gifts and coupons from local 
businesses,” she said. “So, 
for us, it wasn’t a matter of 
should we start this business; 
it was how do we start this 
business?

Town Council marks return to almost normal, 
honors police officers for heroic service

On July 6, Vinton 
Town Council marked 
the return to almost nor-
mal with its fi rst in-per-
son meeting in Council 
Chambers at the Munici-
pal Building in over a year 
and a permanent change 
in meeting times (now 6 
p.m.).

Vice Mayor Sabrina 
McCarty read an impres-
sive list of upcoming 
events scheduled in the 
community, including 
Mingle concerts and Na-
tional Night Out. 

Director of Commu-

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Vinton Police Sgt. Michael Caldwell and Roanoke 
County Police Officer Taylor Carter were presented 
with Certificates of Excellence by Chief Fabricio 
Drumond at the Vinton Town Council meeting on July 6 
for their actions in saving a life.

Th e Town of Vinton put 
on a spectacular Fourth of 
July Celebration at the Vin-
ton War Memorial on Sun-
day night.

One spectator said that it 
looked like the town “com-
bined the missed fi reworks 
show from 2020 (due to 
Covid) with the show from 

2021” to create a show “be-
yond expectations.” Many 
said it was the best fi reworks 
show they had ever seen in 
the Roanoke Valley.

Th e program opened 
with a patriotic message 
from Vinton Mayor Brad 
Grose.

“Welcome to the Inde-
pendence Day delebration 
here in the Town of Vin-
ton,” Grose said in his wel-

coming remarks. “Th ank 
you for being with us as we 
celebrate the greatest nation 
on earth, the United States 
of America.

“As Americans we have 
always held this date up as 
a special time in our coun-
try. Th omas Jeff erson men-
tioned July 4 in his last letter, 
and, of course, we know that 
John Adams thought that 
Independence Day should 

be celebrated in many ways, 
including with a fi reworks 
display.

“It is altogether fi tting 
that we gather here at the 
Vinton War Memorial, 
within sight of the Vinton-
Roanoke County Veterans 
Monument, as we honor 
those who gave their lives, 
and those who are serving 
now—so we can continue 
to commemorate the birth-

day of our great nation and 
enjoy our freedoms.

“Th is Fourth of July 
seems special to me,” Grose 
said. “We are coming out 
of a really diffi  cult time in 
which we experienced not 
only the loss of many fellow 
Americans, but also the tem-
porary loss of some of our 
freedoms. To say the least, 
we did not like it!

“As a nation we have 

learned a lot in the past 12-
15 months, and now we are 
ready to celebrate. Many of 
us have a new appreciation 
for our country, our com-
munity, and, most impor-
tantly, for each other. Now 
is the time for us to move 
forward as one community, 
one people, and as ‘one na-
tion under God.’

See 4th of July, page 10

The Vinton Police Department Honor Guard presented 
the colors at the Fourth of July Celebration.

photos by Debbie Adams
Low, Low Chariot was the featured band at the Vinton 
Fourth of July Celebration.

Brooke Buehring won on the Gold Level in the 2021 Gauntlet Business Program and Competition with 
$3,205 in prizes for her business, the Welcome Basket.

nity Programs Chasity 
Barbour had her own list 
of continuing and upcom-
ing events at the Vinton 
Farmers’ Market, the Vin-
ton War Memorial, and 
the Charles R. Hill Com-
munity Center. She noted 
the increased foot traffi  c at 
the Farmers’ Market and 
an upturn in the number 
of vendors, and increased 
rentals at the community 
center. 

Council members and 
town staff  expressed ap-
preciation to Barbour for 
organizing the “awesome” 
Fourth of July celebration 
which drew enormous 
crowds to Vinton and 
comments of “the best fi re-
works display ever in the 
Roanoke Valley.” Mayor 
Brad Grose described the 
holiday celebration as a 
“slice of Americana,” com-
menting that “everything 
this staff  touches turns to 
gold.”

Vinton Police Chief 
Fabricio Drumond pre-
sented Certifi cates of Ex-

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Welcomes, page 6

See Council, page 5
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Woodland Place restoration project.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Plant of the mint family
 7. Hand tool
13. Made of the color of gold
14. A volume of several novels
16. Type of degree
17. Good job!
19. Seventh tone in major scale
20. Fevers
22. One’s mother
23. Fertile desert spots
25. Large integers
26. Plate for Eucharist
28. Tennis matches have them
29. Peyton’s little brother
30. Monetary unit of N. Korea
31. Head movement
33. Twelve
34. Renaissance musical 
instrument
36. Behavior showing high 
moral standards

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

38. Letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet
40. Notes to be sung
41. Women’s garment
43. Coarsely ground corn
44. One point south of due east
45. A way to deplete
47. Rough, prickly covering 
of a seed
48. LA hoopster, but not a 
Laker
51. Hindquarters
53. Franz van __, German 
diplomat
55. Liquid body substances
56. Rhythmic patterns
58. A beaver might build one
59. Police offi cer’s tool
60. Indicates who you are
61. Pinwheel
64. Exist
65. Ornamental molding

67. Closes again
69. Verses
70. Come into view
CLUES DOWN
 1. Short stick used as a weapon
 2. An alternative
 3. Laws
 4. Sense organs
 5. One from Utah
 6. Mariner
 7. People in charge of cattle
 8. Health insurance organization
 9. Ornamental box
10. Forest-dwelling deer
11. One quintillion bytes (abbr.)
12. Atomic #71
13. Become less intense
15. Cowards
18. Body ornament (slang)
21. Applicable to all cases
24. Multiplied by 6
26. Afghanistan monetary unit

27. Calendar month
30. Cena and Lennon are two
32. Monetary unit of Serbia
35. First time on the market
37. Georgia rockers
38. Free from contamination
39. Coastal region of Canada
42. Clothing retailer
43. It rises and sets
46. Fathers
47. Stain with mud
49. Suitable for crops
50. Feels concern for
52. Orange-brown
54. Buddy
55. Late sportscaster Craig
57. Used to align parts
59. Wake up
62. Solid water
63. Semiprecious stone
66. Atomic #45
68. Top lawyer

Next Mingle at the Market scheduled for July 10
Th e Vinton Area 

Chamber of Commerce 
will be hosting its third 
Mingle at the Market 
Concert for 2021 on July 
10 at the Vinton Farm-
ers’ Market. Th e concert 
will get underway on the 
HomeTrust Bank Stage 
at 7 p.m. with a perfor-
mance by the band Five 
Dollar Shake. Th e band 
plays a wide variety mix 
of funk and soul, old as 
well as old and new rock 
and roll.

Admission is $6. Th is 
is a family-friendly event 
with children 12 and 
under admitted free of 
charge. 

Th e featured food 
truck this week is Finger 
Wingin’ Good. Craft beer 
and adult beverages will 
be available for purchase. 

Remember to bring 
your own seating and an 
ID. No pets are allowed.

Member One is the 
lead sponsor for the 2021 
Summer Concert Series. 

Diamond Level sponsors 
include Blue Ridge Bev-
erage and the Vinton War 
Memorial. Special Spon-
sor is Roanoke County. 
Gold sponsors include 
Carilion Clinic, Winters 
Storage, and Servpro. Sil-
ver level sponsors include 
Berkshire Health Care, 
HomeTrust Bank, Lotz 
Funeral Home, Neely’s 
Accounting, PFG, Coast-
al Insurance Planning of 
VA, and Th e Vinton Mes-
senger. Sherri Winkler of 
Nite Owl Artz has done 
the design work for the 
concert with printing by 
Vertex Signs.

COVID-19 restric-
tions have been lifted for 
the Mingle concerts with 
one exception– wear a 
mask if you haven’t been 
vaccinated.

Mingle concerts con-
tinue throughout the 
summer with two sched-
uled each month June 
through September. 
Many crowd favorite 

bands will return, in-
cluding Adam Rutledge, 
Hardrive Crew, On 
Common Ground, and 
Five Shades of Grey.

Food trucks over the 
summer will include 

Munsey’s Smoke Shack, 
Yani’s Hot Kitchen, and 
the Lazy Bull Dog.

Th e Vinton Farm-
ers’ Market is located in 
downtown Vinton at 204 
W. Lee Avenue. Plenty 

of parking is available in 
the downtown area.

Volunteers are needed 
for this week’s Mingle. 
Contact Angie Chewn-
ing, executive director of 
the Vinton Area Cham-

ber of Commerce, at 
343-1364 or email her 
at angie@vintoncham-
ber.com if you or your 
organization have some 
time to help with these 
events.

SUBMITTED PHOTOFive Dollar Shake will be the featured band at the July 10 Mingle at the Market concert.

Hello again from Vinton Library! We 
hope everyone is having a great summer. It’s 
been wonderful seeing everyone with our 
new extended hours (Monday-Th ursday 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.). 

We’re still gradually opening back up, 
with our study rooms now open for reserva-
tion. Th e Teen Center is now open so that 
middle schoolers and high schoolers can 
browse our Young Adult section, use the 
computers, read, or check out a video game 
to use. 

We’re also reopening our meeting rooms 
to be reserved by groups, so reserve your 
space at roanokecountyva.libcal.com/re-
serve/spaces/vn. 

We’ve gotten a few new faces at the li-
brary since COVID, so check out our Staff  
Picks Display to learn a little bit more about 
all of us who work at the Vinton Library–
because you can’t judge a book by its cover, 
but you can learn a lot about a person by 
what books they read!

Th ere are plenty of programs for adults 
to sign up for this month. Be sure to register 
to come in on Saturday, July 10 at 10 a.m. 
or 11 a.m. to make mini-envelopes, fi lled 
with kindness notes with Creations and 
Temptations. 

If plants are more your cup of tea, we 
are having a Plant Swap on Friday, July 23 
from 3-5 p.m. and Saturday, July 24 from 
10 a.m.-12 p.m., where you can drop by 
with a plant and pick one up to take home. 

If the morning doesn’t work for you, 
register to come to Vinton Library on Sat-
urday, July 17 at 8:30 p.m., where the Roa-
noke Valley Astronomical Society will pres-
ent an outdoor program where a live feed 
from a telescope will show you the events of 
the night sky. Bring the whole family!

If you are interested in genealogy, we 
have several events for you. We have the 
usual Zoom meeting of the Roanoke 
County Genealogy Club on Wednesday, 
July 7 at 10 a.m., but we also have a new 
Evening Genealogy Club on Tuesday, July 
20 at 6 p.m. on Zoom. In both clubs, ask 
questions about genealogy and hear about 
what we are learning about researching our 
ancestors. On Tuesday, July 27 at 2 p.m., li-
brary staff  will help you learn how to Break 
Th rough Genealogical Brick Walls with 
Family Tree DNA. Register online for all of 
these events at https://www.roanokecoun-
tyva.gov/2421/Vinton-Library. 

Still loving Zoom presentations? Th ere 
are two chances to learn about AI for Busi-
ness – one on Monday, July 12 at 12 p.m. 
and another on Monday, July 26 at 12 p.m. 

On Th ursday, July 22 at 3:30 p.m., learn 
how to take a break from addicting tech-
nology with the Put Your Tech to Bed pro-
gram. Th is tech program fi ts perfectly with 
our Staycation BINGO cards that we are 
handing out at each library. Or print one 
off  on our website!

For families and children, we will still be 
handing out Wonder Packs, Mad Scientist 
kits, and Take and Creates! Storytime @ 
Home will still be on Zoom Tuesdays and 
Th ursdays at 10 a.m., but we are also having 
Jammie Storytime on Zoom on Tuesday, 
July 13 and 27 at 6 p.m. 

Other Zoom programs include:
• Diary of a Wimpy Kid Book Club, 

with trivia and prizes on Th ursdays 

at 4 p.m.
• Come and Meet the Robots – Vector, 

Misty, Pepper, and some new library 
robots – on Wednesday, July 7 at 4 
p.m.

• We will be testing your knowledge of 
all things Disney with Disney Trivia 
on Monday, July 12 at 2 p.m.

• After you pick up your Mad Scientist 
kit, join us in trying out a shark ex-
periment on Tuesday, July 20 at 3 
p.m.

• We have plenty of in-person programs 
too! If you’re interested in learning 
about bubbles and making your 
own solution for GIANT bubbles, 
register to come by on Friday, July 
23 at 10:30 a.m. for Wonder Sci-
ence: Giant Bubbles (ideal for ages 
6+). 

For both kids and teens, there will be a 
series of Battle of the Bots at all six libraries. 
Th e one at Vinton will be on Th ursday, July 
15 at 2 p.m. You will get to design your own 
bot to battle other players, and the winner at 
each branch will take part in a library-wide 
battle for a grand prize at South County on 
Monday, August 2. 

Or if you prefer something a little quiet-
er, you can bring your own items of wonder 
from your yard to learn how to weave them 
into a Nature Loom on Saturday, July 24 at 
11 a.m. Examples of wonder items include 
leaves, fl owers, rope, and stones.

Teens have their own teen-centered 
programs to get excited about! In addition 
to Mad Scientists, Take and Creates, and 
Among Us popup games, you can register 
and pick up a Teen Takeout bag, which is a 
specialized bag with library books, snacks, 
activities, and goodies to keep. 

Th ere are some Zoom programs that 
teens can register to attend as well. On 
Th ursday, July 8 at 7 p.m., join other teens 
and discuss your favorite anime shows and 
manga for Anime Night – prizes will be 
awarded for cosplay! 

On Wednesday, July 14 at 7 p.m. hang 
out with other teens to discuss your favorite 
Marvel characters, comics, and movies for 
Marvel Night. Imposter Trivia is Among Us 
meets trivia night, where you can compete 
with other teens to test your knowledge and 
fi nd the imposter, on Monday, July 26 at 
7 p.m.

If you want to show your creative side, 
you can register to come in person on Fri-
day, July 9 at 2:30 p.m. to make your own 
Paint Pour artwork. 

If tie-dye is more your thing, register to 
create your own Tie-Dye Mask on Wednes-
day, July 14 at 3:30 p.m. We also have a 
Zoom Paint Night, where you can paint the 
night sky featuring the Roanoke Star (regis-
ter by July 18 to pick up supplies before the 
program on Th ursday July 22 at 7 p.m.). 
Th ere will also be an Open Mic Night on 
Th ursday, July 29 at 7 p.m. to sing, play an 
instrument, read a poem, show off  your art, 
or more during this Zoom program.

And that’s just what’s happening at Vin-
ton! Check out what else is going on at Ro-
anoke County Public Libraries by visiting 
our website, rocolibrary.org, or keep an eye 
on our social media pages. Th ere are plenty 
of ways to fi nd wonder at the library!

Call Vinton Library at 857-5043 for 
more information on any program.

Vinton Wesleyan Church to hold 
‘drive-in’ prayer opportunities
Vinton Wesleyan 

Church will be hosting fi ve 
“drive-In” prayer opportu-
nities for the community.

Th e prayer team will re-
ceive prayer requests from 
people while they remain 

in their cars and then pray 
for them in the parking lot 
near Cleveland Avenue.

Vinton Wesleyan will 
off er these fi ve “drive-In” 
prayer opportunities on 
Sundays, August 1, 8, 15, 

22 and 29, from 5-6 p.m.
Vinton Wesleyan 

Church is located at 246 
East Jeff erson Avenue in 
Vinton. For more infor-
mation, call 345-3385 or 
email rr@vwc1.org.
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I sure hope everyone had 
an amazing July 4th weekend! 
I know I sure did!!  As usual, 
we had our annual Fourth 
party, lots of fun and food and 
great friends. We also celebrat-
ed the one-year anniversary of 
Drake and Hannah’s engage-
ment. Mom (Bootie) even got 
to come for while. Th ank you 
to everyone who joined us 

Kudos to the Town of Vin-

ton– thank you for all your 
work on the July 4th celebra-
tion. Th e fi reworks were amaz-
ing!   

A message from Chasity 
Barbour, TOV Special Event 
Coordinator– Well, where do 
I start! Vinton showed off  last 
night! Th e community coming 
together for July 4th fi lls my 
heart completely. 

Th e event was amazing 

thanks to the Vinton PD, Pub-
lic Works, Roanoke County 
Fire Marshals, Mt. Pleasant 
Fire and Rescue, Vinton EMS, 
Vinton Chamber, WBMS 

Cheerleaders, Vinton Color 
Guard, Mayor Brad Grose, 
Debbie with Th e Vinton Mes-
senger, the food grucks, JD 
and Low Low Chariot, Gruc-
ci fi reworks company. Wow, 
what a show! 

Looking down Washington 
and all over the War Memo-
rial grounds and seeing the sea 
of people spending time with 
family is what it’s all about. I 

cannot thank the support of 
the town staff , council and 
the community enough. Until 
next year! A community that 
stays together grows together!

Congrats, Eric Slusher, on 
your recent graduation   from 
Radford University with a 
Master’s Degree in Special Ed-
ucation.   He is a Special Edu-
cation teacher at Northside 
Middle School.

Angie
Chewning
Filling in for Bootie

Th rasher Memorial hosts Virginia Children’s Th eatre camp

By Debbie Adams
Th rasher Memorial United 

Methodist Church in Vinton 
partnered with Virginia Chil-
dren’s Th eatre to present Th rasher 
Church Th eatre Camp for chil-
dren in grades three through six the 
week of June 28 through July 2. 

Th irteen children participated 
in the half-day camp (8:30 to 
noon) learning to “sing, dance 
and shine on stage while making 
friends and memories.” Some were 
members of the church and others 
were from throughout the area.

“We had a blast at Th rasher this 
past week,” said Brett Roden, Pro-
ducing Artistic Director of Virginia 
Children’s Th eatre (VCT).

“Th rasher is no stranger to 
VCT, as their community has al-
ways been huge supporters of my 
work and VCT as a whole,” Roden 
said. “We were thrilled to branch a 
new partnership this year and of-
fer their young people high-quality 
music, theatre and dance instruc-
tion! Over one short week, I saw 
these young people blossom and 
gain new life skills that are irre-
placeable.” 

Th e idea for hosting the camp 
at Th rasher originated with Tina 
Yates, Christian Formation Direc-
tor at Th rasher. She says that the 
area off ers “lots of sports camps, 
but not all kids are interested in 
sports.” She wanted another op-
tion for them—but all children 
were welcome, not just those who 
had shown an interest in perform-
ing. Th e camp was also another 
way to invite children to visit 
Th rasher and become acquainted 
with the church.

Th e church connected with 
VCT and hoped to hold the camp 
last summer in 2020 but had to 
postpone due to COVID restric-

tions that went into eff ect. 
Restrictions were lifted just in 

time to proceed with the camp 
this year and last-minute changes 
allowed for the camp to be held in-
doors in the church fellowship hall, 
rather than outside in the heat. Th e 
main health guideline still in place 
was the use of face coverings.

“Tina Yates took care of regis-
tration and we met and cast the 
students on Monday of camp,” 
Roden explained. “Some were 
familiar faces from our in-house 
theatre academy programming at 
VCT, but most were new to VCT!”

Th e students spent the week 
preparing a performance of “Rock 
N’ Wonderland,” a rock and roll 
musical version of the classic tale of 
“Alice in Wonderland.”

“Th e musical features songs 
from jukebox musicals such as 
‘ABC’ from Motown and the Jack-
son 5, ‘All Shook Up’ from Elvis 
Presley, ‘Dancing Queen’ from 
Abba in ‘Mamma Mia,” and even 
Katy Perry’s ‘Roar,” all told through 
the zany whimsical nature of Won-
derland,” VCT noted in describing 
the performance. 

Th e script of “Rock N’ Won-
derland” was written by Ian Felker, 
VCT professional artist.

Roden thanked Th rasher for 
“hosting and off ering this pro-
gram to the youth in the commu-
nity and Tina Yates and Th rasher 
Administrative Assistant Michele 
Richardson for all their support 
and hospitality. VCT appreciates 
your collaboration and support for 
Professional Th eatre Education.” 

Roden was assisted during the 
week by Emma Sala, Education 
Associate at VCT who choreo-
graphed the show, and student 
intern Bella Turner, a youth actor/
academy student at VCT.

Children auditioned for parts 
the fi rst day of camp, having never 
seen the script before. Roden and 
Sala discussed which parts best fi t 
each student and cast the show. 
Th e children took home scripts 
that night to study. Sala says that 
many had their lines mastered by 
the next morning. Th ey rehearsed 
each day in preparation for a cos-
tumed performance for friends and 
family the last day of camp on July 
2.

Th e cast of characters included:
Aniya Grace Smith as Edith and 

the Eight of Hearts
Sarah Clubb as Alice
Karlee Smith as the Mad-Hatter 

and Queen
Anne Ely as the March Hare 

and Six of Hearts
KJasmine McGuire as Dor-

mouse
Mia Domingus as Caterpillar
Robert Helms as Mock Turtle 

and Red Knight
Walker Henry as White Rabbit
Claire Draper as the Cheshire 

Cat and Four of Hearts
Ace Adkins as White Knight
Holden White as the Five of 

Diamonds
Hannah Clubb as the Th ree of 

Diamonds
Maddie Smith as the Seven of 

Diamonds
Kimmy Chittum as the Knave 

of Hearts and Caterpillar under-
study

Prior to the performance, 
Roden told the families it had been 
“an absolute pleasure working with 
your kiddos this week.” 

He also talked about the various 
programs off ered throughout the 
year for all ages by Virginia Chil-
dren’s Th eatre located in down-
town Roanoke.

Th e mission of VCT is “to in-

PHOTO COURTESY OF  VCT 
Thrasher Memorial and Virginia Children’s Theatre partnered for 
a summer theatre camp at the church from June 28 to July 2. 
Campers performed “Rock N’ Wonderland” for their families and 
friends on the final day.

Alice and the Cheshire Cat

The Mad Hatter

Stage and Music Director Brett Roden presented certificates to 
those who attended the weeklong camp at Thrasher.

Campers learned to sing, dance, and shine on stage at the Thrasher Theatre Camp.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Cast members danced to songs from jukebox musicals like “All Shook Up,” “Roar,” 
and “Dancing Queen.”

spire, empower, and transform,” 
because “theatre skills are life skills.”

“We inspire our youth and 
audiences to be critical thinkers, 
use their imagination, build con-
fi dence and come together as a 
community,” VCT states on their 
website. “We empower them and 
provide them with the tools to 
be successful. Th rough inspira-
tion and empowerment, we then 
seek to transform our community 
through the magic of live theatre.”

As an independently owned 
and operated 501c3 non-profi t or-
ganization, VCT is the professional 
theatre in the commonwealth 
solely dedicated to youth, schools, 
and their families. It was originally 
founded as the Roanoke Children’s 
Th eatre in 2008.

In 2017, Roden joined RCT 
as Director of Education and later 
took over leadership of the Com-
pany, becoming the Producing Ar-
tistic Director in 2019. He moved 
to Roanoke in 2017 from upstate 
New York. He is an experienced 

Musical Th eatre professional (Mu-
sic Director, Pianist, Vocal Coach, 
Teaching Artist and Performer), 
administrator, business person and 
inspirer. 

VCT produces a variety of high 
caliber professional broadway-style 
musicals, concerts, and issue driven 
plays each season. Th ese produc-
tions are produced here in the Roa-
noke Valley and toured throughout 
the commonwealth of Virginia. 
Th e VCT Th eatre Academy pro-
vides year-round high-quality mu-
sic, theatre and dance education 
for students in Pre-K through 12th 
grade through in-school residen-
cies, in-house classes and camps 
and outreach across the common-
wealth.

Summer camps for 2021 have 
included Th e Lion King, Jr., Re-
member Me, Shiver Me Timbers, 
Musical Revue, Shake Up Shake-
speare, and Kaleidoscope. Th ose 
remaining in July and August in-
clude Frozen, Too, In the Hundred 
Acre Wood, and Cirque du VCT.

Tickets are on sale for VCT’s 
“Oz: a Staged Concert” to be per-
formed on the mainstage at Elm-
wood Park from July 30 to August 
1.

Auditions are scheduled on Au-
gust 14 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Greene Memorial UMC for those 
who would like to join the cast of 
Th e Addams Family or Cinderella, 
the fi rst two shows of the 2021-
2022 season.

Tickets are now on sale for the 
2021-2022 season for performanc-
es of Th e Addams Family, Cinder-
ella, VCT4TEENS’ Just Like I 
Wanted, Peter Pan, Jr., Madagascar 
Musical Review, and a VCT con-
cert Brand New Day.

Visit their website at http://vir-
giniachildrenstheatre.org/ for more 
information on classes, camps, and 
tickets.



Page 4 • Thursday, July 8, 2021 • The Vinton Messenger www.ourvalley.org

Submit your community news and photos 
to vintonmessenger@ourvalley.org

Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485
or email tfrye@ourvalley.org

to advertise in this space.

Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes 
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small, locally, and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views 
of the mountains and Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
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Colleges announce graduates, honors students
Th e following students have 

graduated or received honors 
from their respective colleges 
and universities.

Bridgewater College
Brendan Draughn gradu-

ated from Bridgewater College 
in May with a Bachelor of Arts 
in Business Administration. He 
is a graduate of William Byrd 
High School. He is the son of 
Tina and David Edwards of 
Vinton and Brian and Marilyn 
Draughn of Daleville.

Coastal Carolina University:
Deanna Kitts graduated in 

May from Coastal Carolina 
where she majored in Intelli-
gence and National Security.

Hollins University
Jordan Richards graduated 

from Hollins University in May 
2021 on the Dean’s List with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree. She 
plans to teach.

George Washington Univer-
sity

Mollie McKenzie Woods 
(WBHS Class of 2016) received 
her white coat “COVID style” 
in a ceremony earlier this spring 

at the George Washington 
School of Nursing in Ashburn, 
Va. Mollie “virtually graduated” 
from Virginia Tech in the spring 
of 2020 where she received 
double degrees in both Neu-
roscience and Psychology. She 
began nursing school at George 
Washington University just days 
after graduating from Virginia 
Tech. She will graduate in De-
cember of 2021 with her BSN. 
She is currently employed with 
George Washington Hospital in 
Washington, D.C., as a CNA/
Nursing Technician. It is her 
desire to land a job at George 
Washington in the ER or the 
NICU. 

James Madison University
Jordan Baker graduated from 

JMU on May 9 with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Chemistry. 
He also earned Minors in Math-
ematics and Materials Science. 
He will attend Virginia Com-
monwealth University in the fall 
to pursue his PhD in Chemis-
try. Baker graduated from Wil-
liam Byrd High School in 2016.

Jensen Chrisley graduated 

from JMU in May 2021 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree, ma-
joring in Health Sciences. She 
is a 2017 graduate of William 
Byrd High School.

Alexis West has been named 
to the President’s List at JMU 
for the Spring 2021 semester 
with a GPA of 3.9 or above. She 
is a graduate of William Byrd 
High School. She is majoring in 
Health Sciences.

Longwood University
Caroline Faulkner made the 

Longwood University Dean’s 
List for both fall 2020 and 
spring 2021 semesters. She is a 
nursing major. Her parents are 
Jennifer and Daniel Faulkner. 
She graduated from William 
Byrd High School in 2020.

Northern Illinois University
Michael Parker received his 

Master of Science in Education, 
Higher Education, and Student 
Aff airs degree from Northern Il-
linois University. 

Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University

Bishop Buck made the Presi-
dent’s Honor Roll at Northwest-

ern Oklahoma State University 
(located in Alva, Oklahoma) 
with a 4.0 GPA for the 2021 
Spring Semester. She is a grad-
uate of William Byrd High 
School. Her parents are Danny 
and Kenna Buck. 

Radford University
Maegan Burnette was named 

as an Honors Student on the 
Dean’s List at Radford Univer-
sity for Spring Semester 2021.

Grace Morgan Scott was 
named to the Dean’s List at Rad-
ford University for the Spring 
2021 semester. She is a rising se-
nior with a 3.8 GPA. Her major 
is Nutrition and Dietetics. She 
graduated from William Byrd 
High School in 2018.

Emily Wheeler was named to 
the Dean’s List at Radford Uni-
versity for the 2021 Spring Se-
mester. Her parents are Bill and 
Karen Wheeler.

Emily Anne Woods (WBHS 
Class of 2019) was named to 
the Dean’s List at Radford Uni-
versity for the Spring 2021 se-
mester, maintaining a 3.9 GPA. 
She will be a junior in the fall 

of 2021, majoring in Graphic 
Design and minoring in Mar-
keting. She was also named as 
president of the AIGA (Ameri-
can Institute for Graphic Art-
ists) for Radford University’s 
chapter. She was a recipient of 
the Chick-Fil-A 2021 Leader-
ship Scholarship for the Bon-
sack Chick-Fil-A where she is 
employed as a manager. In ad-
dition, Woods was named as the 
2021/2022 Radford University 
recipient of the Dorothy G. Gil-
lespie Scholarship and the Rad-
ford Golf Society Scholarship in 
honor of Jennie T. Allman.

Roanoke College:
Meredith Webb graduated 

cum laude from Roanoke Col-
lege with a Business Adminis-
tration Degree with a concen-
tration in HR. She is a 2017 
graduate of William Byrd High 
School.

Th e Vinton Messenger is hap-
py to publish announcements of 
graduations and honors. Send 
information to dadams@main-
streetnewspapers.com. 

Building Beloved Communities hires 
director of Gauntlet Business Program 

Building Beloved Com-
munities, LLC is a busi-
ness consulting fi rm that 
relocated its headquarters 
to Roanoke in March 
2020. Moving across the 
country as a pandemic 
began proved to present 
many challenges for an en-
trepreneur looking to get 
connected. 

When the founding 
CEO of Building Beloved 
Communities, Bonnie 
Chavez, learned about 
Th e Gauntlet Business 
Program & Competition 
from a past alumni, Dr. 
Nate Gay, in late 2020, 
she knew this would be a 
great opportunity to get 
connected with her new 

community. 
“I wanted to connect 

to the local business com-
munity and help entre-
preneurs with a smart and 
innovative philanthropy 
component in their busi-
ness plan,” said Chavez. 
“Being a participant and 
mentor was motivating 
and an absolute joy. I met 
countless incredible people 
and feel like I have a strong 
professional network that 
supports me personally 
and in my business.”

Building Beloved Com-
munities completed Th e 
Gauntlet Business Pro-
gram and entered the com-
petition where it received 
seven in-kind awards val-

ued at $3,110. 
As Th e Gauntlet Pro-

gram and Competition 
ended, Building Beloved 
Communities closed sev-
eral contracts totaling over 
$100,000. 

Chavez knew she had to 
hire someone and quick. 

“As a Gauntlet par-
ticipant, I worked with 
and was in contact with 
Shannon (Dominguez),” 
Chavez said. “I saw her 
outcomes, her creativity, 
and her positive energy 
overfl ow. She is well con-
nected and works hard and 
smart, all while enjoying 
what she does. Th is is the 
type of person I wanted on 
my team. When I had the 
opportunity to scale my 
business, I knew she was 
the motivated professional 
for the job.” 

Chavez off ered the po-
sition to Dominguez and 
was excited when she ac-
cepted the off er. 

“When Bonnie off ered 
me a position as the Vir-
ginia Director of Opera-
tions for Building Beloved 
Communities, I was sur-
prised, to say the least,” 
said Dominguez. “It is not 
just what she does that 
made this position so ap-
pealing to me, but WHY 
and HOW she gets her 
work done that made this 
transition so appealing. 

Bonnie believes in invest-
ing in people, and I saw 
this in how she mentored 
several entrepreneurs, con-
sidered to be her ‘compe-
tition,’ while she was in 
Th e Gauntlet Program. 
Building Beloved Com-
munities off ers communi-
ty centered solutions and 
aspires to donate $50,000 

of proceeds to nonprofi ts 
by next year. Th is is work I 
can’t help but get behind!” 

Dominguez’ fi rst con-
tract is with Project For-
ward, a non-profi t owned 
by the owners of Fleet 
Feet. Th e goal is to raise 
donations to put a brand 
new pair of shoes on the 
feet of 8,000 students in 

Roanoke City Schools 
who are vulnerable and 
underserved. Dominguez 
is also contracted to work 
with Allyson Davoll, CEO 
of Inspired to Enhance, 
Gauntlet 2021 fourth 
place winner. Davoll is 
relocating her business 
to Valley View Mall for a 
large expansion.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Shannon Dominguez (left), newly hired Virginia Director of Operations for Building 
Beloved Communities, is shown with CEO Bonnie Chavez.



Thursday, July 8, 2021 • The Vinton Messenger • Page 5 www.ourvalley.org

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, VINTON MESSENGER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO THE VINTON MESSENGER

DIGITAL ONLY
DIGITAL

& PRINT PRINT ONLY

             Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$44.00 In County

$48.00 Out of County  $52.00 Out of State

One Year 
Digital Subscription 

$29.00

Yearly Print & Digital 
Subscription

$67.00

YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

Council from page 1

cellence to Vinton Police 
Sgt. Michael Caldwell and 
Roanoke County Police 
Offi  cer Taylor Carter for 
“superior service” while in 
the performance of their 
duties. 

“On June 13, offi  cers 
of both the Vinton Police 
Department and Roa-
noke County Police De-
partment responded to a 
distress call for service on 
what was determined to be 
a suicide in progress,” said 
Drumond. “Information 
was disseminated to the 
responding offi  cers that 
a subject wanted to end 
his own life. Th e offi  cers’ 
actions leading up to the 
distress call were critical 
and would ultimately de-
fi ne the successful nature 
of such a critical incident.

“Th e value of human 
life is not calculated by 
personal achievements or 
the position you hold in 
society,” Drumond said. 
“Despite varying moral 
belief systems, we can at-
tribute that our lives are 
extraordinarily valuable–a 
glorious gift from our Cre-
ator best served by noble 
actions.

“In our profession, the 
value of human life is at 
the heart of every law en-
forcement professional. 
Over the course of our 
lives, we hear that serving 
for a cause greater than 
oneself is the key to a full-
ing life– I agree with that 
sentiment. Th e achiev-
able aspects of fulfi llment 
in our own personal lives 
are attributed to how we 
choose to serve others. 
Th e key aspect is to do it 
with sincerity and with no 
expectation of reciprocity. 
Often, in our profession, 
we are challenged with cir-
cumstances where the very 
person we engage with 
is in critical need. In this 
very case, their life may 
depend on it. 

“As mentioned, our 
lives are best served when 
we use it to the help others 
and do good in this world,” 
Drumond continued. “Al-
ways seek to be a giver; it 
will be a reward beyond 
measure. On that date, 
Sgt. Michael Caldwell and 
Offi  cer Taylor Carter’s ac-
tions gave someone an-
other chance at continuing 

their own life. Th roughout 
our careers we are left to 
wonder if the service we 
provide makes a diff erence 
in the community we serve 
and the citizens we come 
in close contact with. On 
June 13, 2021, both Sgt. 
Michael Caldwell and Of-
fi cer Taylor Carter can rest 
assure that their actions 
did just that. Th eir service 
displayed the textbook 
defi nition of heroism.”

Vinton Planning and 
Zoning Director Anita 
McMillan briefed council 
on the staff  allocation of 
FY21 Virginia Stormwa-
ter Local Assistant Fund 
(SLAF) grant funds for a 
stream restoration project 
that will allow for the re-
moval of pollutants (sedi-
ment) in order to meet 
the Virginia Department 
of Environmental Qual-
ity (DEQ) permit require-
ments.

In May, staff  contacted 
Wetland Studies and So-
lutions, Inc. (WSSI), for 
engineering services re-
lated to the development 
of a conceptual stream 
restoration plan for an 
SLAF grant application 
regarding potential sites 
to reduce pollution from 
stream run-off . 

Staff  and the consul-
tants visited multiple sites 
to determine the most 
appropriate location for 
such a project, including 
Glade Creek at the pro-
posed Glade Creek Green-
way Phase 2B, the Tinker 
Creek Canoe Launch site, 
Wolf Creek at Washing-
ton Avenue, the Hargis 
property behind River 
Park Shopping Center, the 
Mansard Well site, and 
Woodland Place.

Th e project team dis-
cussed multiple goals and 
objectives for potential 
restoration sites includ-
ing sediment load reduc-
tions, fl ood mitigation, 
infrastructure protection, 
habitat creation, and rec-
reational opportunity 
enhancement. Since the 
town would be seeking 
state funding, achievable 
sediment load reduction 
relative to the project cost 
was a major driver in as-
sessing individual sites.

WSSI recommended 
a further study of the 

Woodland Place site and 
the Hargis property since 
those two have the most 
potential for pollutant load 
reductions.  Based on fur-
ther analysis, the Wood-
land Place site was selected 
for the SLAF application. 
Th e Woodland Place facil-
ity is in essence losing its 
parking lot due to erosion.

Council was somewhat 
taken aback by photo-
graphs of the extensive 
erosion at the site. Th e es-
timated total project cost 
is between $425,000 and 
$535,000, with a 50% 
match requirement by the 
town (a cost of between 
$212,500 and $267,500).

McMillan also briefed 
council on the staff  ap-
plication for allocation of 
VDOT Transportation 
Alternatives (TA) Pro-
gram funds for the pro-
posed Hardy Road/Dillon 
Woods crosswalk, which is 
due on October 1. 

Th e town was awarded 
funds of $183,000 for the 
project in 2017. By De-
cember 2020, the project-
ed cost had increased to 
$410,000. On June 28, it 
had increased to $497,611, 
leaving a shortfall of about 
$315,000. 

Staff  submitted a pre-ap-
plication on June 14 with 
a request for $194,000 
in funding and plans to 
increase that request to 
$252,000 by October 1. 
TA program funds require 
a 20% match ($63,000). 
Staff  has also submitted a 
request to the RVTPO for 
this shortfall to be funded 
under the FY22 Highway 
Infrastructure Program 
Coronavirus Response and 
Relief Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act.

Th e fi nal briefi ng of the 
meeting was presented by 
Town Manager Pete Peters, 
concerning a proposed 

parking and maintenance 
contribution agreement 
between the town and 
Vinton Baptist Church. 

Th e town has worked 
closely with Vinton Bap-
tist in the past to have 
the church parking lot 
available to the public for 
special events and down-
town merchant parking. 
Th e town will provide a 
fi nancial contribution to 
assist in maintenance ac-
tivities including crack 
sealing, spray sealant over 
the entire parking lot, and 
restriping. Peters said that 
use of the parking lot has 
been a critical component 
of many town-sponsored 
festivals and special events, 
as well as use by employees 
of downtown merchants 
during the work week.

Under the proposal the 

town would contribute 
a one-time payment of 
$3,427 (50% of the total 
estimate) to perform the 
maintenance for a three-
year period.

Peters said that the 
town also plans to propose 
a similar agreement with 
Th rasher Memorial Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 
whose parking lot is used 
for town events—such as 
the Fourth of July celebra-
tion.

Council took action on 
an ordinance changing the 
town elections from May 
to November, beginning 
with the November 2022 
elections in accordance 
with a new state law.

Council members 
adopted resolutions re-
scinding emergency dec-
larations and ordinances 

put in place due to CO-
VID-19.

Peters updated coun-
cil on plans for recon-
structing Mountain View 
Road. VDOT and the 
Vinton Public Works 
Department will be com-
pleting an analysis of the 
road conditions below 
the surface to determine 
the extent of the project. 
A consultant has been 
hired to complete the 
necessary boring for the 
assessment. Peters noted 
that the road rebuilding is 
a priority project for the 
town and that he would 
like to have “a good plan 
in place” when funding 
becomes available, po-
tentially through state or 
federal dollars, as discus-
sions continue on those 
allocations.

Vinton transportation projects approved by RVTPO board
Th e Roanoke Valley Trans-

portation Planning Organiza-
tion (RVTPO) Policy Board has 
approved $27,658,943 for 19 
transportation projects for the 
FY22-27 period via the Surface 

Transportation Block Grant 
(STBG) program. Th is year’s de-
cision includes increasing fund-
ing for existing projects (some 
in Vinton) to cover project cost 
overruns including:

• Walnut Avenue Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Accommodations 
(W. Lee Avenue to 1st  Street)–
increase funding by $336,110 
for a total of $881,360

• Gus Nicks Boulevard Pedes-

trian/Bicycle Crossing–increase 
funding by $234,262 for a total 
of $403,912

• Oak Grove Streetscape Im-
provements—Crosswalk–in-
crease funding by $82,000 for a 

total of $218,748
• Roanoke River Greenway– 

Greenhill Park (Roanoke Coun-
ty) to Riverside Park (Salem)–
increase funding by $3,083,069 
for a total of $7,673,829

13  Once when Joshua 
was by Jericho, he looked 
up and saw a man stand-
ing before him with a 
drawn sword in his hand. 
Joshua went to him and 
said to him, “Are you one of 
us, or one of our adversar-
ies?”  14  He replied, “Nei-
ther; but as commander of 
the army of the Lord I have 
now come.” And Joshua fell 
on his face to the earth and 
worshiped, and he said to 
him, “What do you com-
mand your servant, my 
lord?”  15  Th e commander 
of the army of the Lord said 
to Joshua, “Remove the 
sandals from your feet, for 
the place where you stand 
is holy.” And Joshua did 
so (Joshua 5:13-15).

Just before the walls of 
Jericho fell, Joshua had an 
encounter with God simi-
lar to the experience Moses 
had on Mount Sinai. Fol-
lowing the death of Mo-
ses, Joshua had successful-

ly led the Israelites across 
the Jordan River and into 
the land of Canaan. While 
camped at Gilgal, just be-
fore the walls of Jericho 
miraculously fell, Joshua 
encountered God in the 
form of an angelic fi gure 
who claimed to be “the 
commander of the army 
of the Lord.” Unsure of 
how to respond to this 
fi gure whose sword was 
drawn, Joshua asked, “Are 
you one of us, or one of 
our adversaries?”

After discovering that 
this man had been sent by 
God, Joshua bowed down 
before him. In response to 
Joshua’s reverence, Joshua 
was given the same com-
mand as Moses in the 
presence of God: “Remove 
the sandals from your feet, 
for the place where you 
stand is holy.” 

Many scholars have 
speculated about the rea-
son for this directive. One 
writer, Dr. Pinchas Shir, 

Holy Ground
From the Pulpit

explains that taking off  
one’s shoes at that time 
was a way of admitting 
that the land upon which 
one stood was not one’s 
own. Wearing one’s shoes 
on a particular piece of 
property symbolized own-
ership. Th rough this in-
struction, Pinchas believes 
the angel of the Lord was 
encouraging Joshua to re-
main humble by remind-
ing him that the land he 
was working to achieve 
would always be God’s 
land, not his own.

Other scholars have 
taken a more practical 
approach to the “remove 
your sandals” instruc-
tion. Some believe that it 
was merely a sign of re-
spect, others assert that it 
symbolized holiness and 
cleanliness before God. 
Just as many remove their 
shoes before entering their 
residence in order to pre-
vent tracking all of the 
world’s germs into their 
home, removing one’s 
sandals before God held 
a similar meaning. It was 
an outward symbol of an 

inward commitment to 
remove all of the world’s 
unholiness from oneself 
before entering into the 
presence of the holy one.

Whatever the exact 
reason for the instruction 
may have been—theologi-
cal, practical, or custom-
ary—the most interesting 
part to me is the phrase 
that followed the direc-
tive. “Remove the sandals 
from your feet, for the 
place where you stand is 
holy.” Th e place where 
Joshua stood was Gilgal. 
It was a plot of land also 
referred to as the “plains 
of Jericho.” Th ere was 
nothing uniquely special 
about that piece of prop-
erty. It served as the camp 
for the nation of Israel, 
as they awaited God’s in-
structions for Jericho. It 
was the place where they 
farmed, hunted, cooked, 
slept, ate, and lived to-
gether in community. 
Before it became Israel’s 
camp, it served as farm-
land for crops and fi elds 
for the herds of the Ca-
naanites. And yet in that 

moment, according to 
the angel of the Lord, it 
became a sacred place, a 
hallowed space; it became 
holy ground.

On Sunday, we cel-
ebrated our nation’s inde-
pendence. We gave thanks 
for the freedom we share 
on the land upon which 
we stand. We off ered our 
prayers for the brave men 
and women who continue 
to make incredible sacri-
fi ces for justice and liber-
ty; we remembered those 
who made the ultimate 
sacrifi ce. We may also be 
reminded that wherever 
we are, the ground upon 
which we stand has the 
potential to become holy 
ground. Th e ground it-
self does not have to hold 
unique or personal signifi -
cance; it does not have to 
be land that is recognized 
as hallowed or sacred; it 
does not have to be a spe-
cial place celebrated for its 
history.

Holy ground is simply 
the place where we choose 
to engage with God—to 
call upon his name, off er 

our prayers, read his word, 
and listen for his response. 
Holy ground is the place 
where we choose to trust 
God and obey him; it is 
the place where God is at 
work and his people have 
chosen to join him. As 
those created in the im-
age of God, holy ground 
is the very ground upon 
which we stand when we 
choose to declare, “Not 
my will, Lord, but yours.”

As we celebrate the 
freedom of this land, 
may we also remember 
its potential to be a sa-
cred place, a hallowed 
space, a holy ground. 
What makes it holy is not 
where it can be found, but 
rather the God who can 
be found upon it. Like 
Joshua, God has work for 
us to do, plans for us to 
achieve, a divine purpose 
for us to fulfi ll. May we 
too “remove the sandals 
from  (our)  feet, for the 
place where  (we)  stand is 
holy.”

By the 
Rev. Travis Russell, 

Vinton Baptist Church

Submit your community news and photos to vintonmessenger@ourvalley.org.
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ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. 
Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Ser-
vice, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Con-
temporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 
6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is 
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of Eck-
ankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 
Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. 
James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 
10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@ve-
rizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bi-
ble Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 
Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-

mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev. 
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Read Proverbs 5:1 through 
8:36

In past generations, parents 
taught their children the val-
ue of hard work and faithful-
ness to their families. People 
had at least one job. When a 
person lost a job, he worked 
very hard to get a new one 
as soon as possible. He knew 
hard work honored his family 
and God.

Maybe times and values have 
changed, but today it seems 
like more and more young 
adults would rather not work 
at all. An entire generation 
of young people have been 
lured away by different types 
of leisure activities. Scripture 
warns against neglecting 
one’s work:

A little sleep, a little slumber, 
a little folding of the hands to 
rest—and poverty will come 
on you like a thief and scar-
city like an armed man (Prov-
erbs6:10–11).

God created people to work 
hard with the giftedness and 
talents He gave us. Like no 
other generation in the world, 
we have access to education 
and job training to prepare 
us for our work. It is good 
for parents to provide for the 
needs of their family through 
the work God has provided.

Prayer Suggestion: Thank God 
for your talents and abili-
ties and for the work He has 
placed before you.

Quicklook: Proverbs 6:6–11

Honor in Work

WORSHIP  
DIRECTORY

OPEN  Sat.  
8am-1pm

WORSHIP  
DIRECTORY

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Brooke Buehring makes and delivers Welcome Baskets, greeting newcomers to the 
neighborhood.

“In the beginning, 
we asked business own-
ers that we knew if they 
would be interested in 
participating. Once we 
knew there was an in-
terest, we worked on 
a pricing plan, made a 
logo and a website and 
made our business offi-
cial as an S-Corp.

“Back in the day, 
there used to be a com-
pany called the Wel-
come Wagon that did 
something similar,” 
Buehring says. “They 
took baskets of goodies 
from local businesses 
and met with newcom-
ers in their homes. They 
would make appoint-
ments and stay for 30 
minutes to an hour to 
chat about the area and 
go through the baskets.

“We loved the idea of 
welcoming our neigh-
bors with a gift filled 
with local business good-
ies, but we decided on a 
different approach for a 
number of reasons. We 
do not make appoint-
ments, instead we greet 
neighbors at the door, 
or just leave a Welcome 
Basket on the doorstep 
as a surprise. Because of 

this, we are able to wel-
come a lot more home-
buyers to our area. Not 
to mention the fact that 
no one wants a stranger 
in their home during a 
pandemic! We currently 
deliver between 90 and 
120 Welcome Baskets 
each month to area 
home buyers.

“My mom has an eye 
for design, and I learned 
by watching her when 
we first started,” Bueh-
ring explains. “She was 
(and still is) always 
thinking of ways to 
make the baskets look 
really nice. At times 
it can be a challenge 
to pull together all of 
the promotional items, 
coupons, and brochures 
from local businesses 
and make them stand 
out, but also work to-
gether so they look like 
they are part of one nice 
housewarming gift.” 

As for the businesses 
who become part of the 
Welcome Basket, “Over 
the years I have met 
with a number of busi-
nesses. Some businesses 
love the idea and jump 
on board with excite-
ment. Other businesses 

have decided that it’s 
just not for them, and 
that’s ok, too. 

“I have approached 
businesses in different 
ways– over the phone, 
by email, networking 
events, LinkedIn, Face-
book, and Instagram,” 
Buehring said. “I usu-
ally give a brief overview 
of the service that I of-
fer and ask if they would 
like to see a Welcome 
Basket in person.

“I try to focus on 
businesses that a new 
homebuyer will be look-
ing for when they first 
move into town. For 
example, dentists, doc-
tors, hair salons, lawn 
care, childcare, painters, 
handymen, etc.” 

With an already ex-
isting business, Bueh-
ring decided to join the 
2021 Gauntlet Business 
Program and Competi-
tion for several reasons: 
“It was a wonderful op-
portunity to network 
and fine tune my pitch. 
It was also a great way 
to fine tune my business 
so that I could be a bet-
ter business owner and 
teacher to my students 
who are learning how to 

Welcomes from page 1

start their own Welcome 
Basket businesses.” 

One goal now is “to 
show other moms how 
to start and grow their 
own sponsored basket 
businesses so they can 
also enjoy a great work-
life-community balance.

“During the Gaunt-
let, I had to put together 
a formal business plan. 
This was something that 
I had never done. My 
mom and I started the 
business and ran with it 
without a formal busi-
ness plan. I think it’s 
important to take a step 
back and work ‘on’ your 
business instead of ‘in’ 
your business from time 
to time. Going through 
the process of writing 
the business plan made 
me really look at my 
business model, pric-
ing, potential custom-
ers, marketing, and re-
ally every aspect of my 
business.

“The two biggest 
gains from the Gauntlet 
are my new network of 
business buddies and a 
lot more confidence as 
a business owner and 
teacher.

“Now that I have 
gone through this pro-
cess, I am excited to 
help my students go 
through the process as 
they start their own 
businesses,” Buehring 
said. “They get to lean 
on my experience but 
build a business that fits 
their area and their life-
style. It’s very exciting! I 
currently have students 
opening up Welcome 
Basket businesses in 
Phoenix, Omaha, the 
Tri-cities area of Wash-
ington State, southern 
Utah, and Orange Park, 
Fla.” 

During the 10-week 
Gauntlet program, en-
trepreneurs are asked 
to assess their competi-
tion. Buehring says, “I 
am not aware of another 
Welcome Basket busi-
ness in our area; howev-
er, I do have other types 

of competition. When I 
meet with a local busi-
ness about participat-
ing, they have to decide 
how they want to spend 
their money. They could 
spend it on participat-
ing in Welcome Baskets, 
or a billboard, or social 
media marketing, or ads 
on TV and in the pa-
per.” 

Currently businesses 
that participate in Wel-
come Basket include 
Virginia Mountain 
Mortgage, ProSource of 
Roanoke, Wisler Plumb-
ing and Air, Northwest 
Ace Hardware, Bank of 
Botetourt, Old Domin-
ion Veterinary Clinic, 
American National 
Bank and Trust, Edward 
Jones, Irby Dentistry, 
Walter Chiropractic, 
Biscuits & Bubbles, 
Woodmen Life, Moun-
tain View Orthodontics, 
Wow Organizing Ser-
vices, Town & Country 
Veterinary Clinic, Run-
About Sports Roanoke, 
and Stella Nova Photog-
raphy & Film.

Businesses who join 
the Welcome Basket are 
able to choose which 
areas they want to be 
included in. They also 
choose what type of 
items they want to rep-
resent their business in 
the Welcome Baskets. 

Wisler Plumbing 
gives a rubber duck 
named Splashy; Pro-
Source of Roanoke gives 
a catalog and wine glass; 
Ostrom gives a $25 gift 
card; Irby Dentistry 
gives a chip clip shaped 
like teeth and some den-
tal floss; Edward Jones/
George Lester gives a 
jar opener and/or calen-
dar; American National 
Bank & Trust gives a 
tool that is both a box 
opener and a bottle 
opener; Virginia Moun-
tain Mortgage gives 
hand sanitizer and wet 
wipes; and Old Domin-
ion Veterinary Clinic, a 
$1 nose to tail exam and 
a magnet. Some busi-

nesses already have ad-
vertising items. If they 
don’t, Buehring is able 
to come up with sugges-
tions.

In 2020 and 2021 
Gauntlet classes were 
held virtually due to 
the pandemic. Buehring 
says the pandemic “did 
slow down my busi-
ness because many of 
the participating local 
businesses had to shut 
their doors and stop 
participating. Now that 
the housing market is 
blowing up and busi-
nesses are getting closer 
to a state of normal, my 
business is picking up. 
Luckily, I was able to 
deliver during the pan-
demic and never had to 
stop.” 

Buehring is a gradu-
ate of Staunton River 
High School and earned 
her degree in Economics 
from Mary Baldwin. She 
and her husband, Mike, 
own Ground Floor So-
lutions Inc., which does 
flooring installation, 
sanding, and finishing. 
She is the bookkeep-
er. She and her family 
(which includes daugh-
ters, Emily, age 11, and 
Natalie, 7) live in the 
Bonsack/Blue Ridge, 
where she is able to 
work out of her home. 
She is in the middle of 
finishing off an area 
that includes a space to 
store her supplies and 
make the baskets. 

“None of this would 
be possible without my 
mom,” Buehring says. 
“Even though she is no 
longer a part of the day-
to-day operations, her 
wisdom, guidance, and 
style are still a huge part 
of the Welcome Basket, 
and it’s always a treat 
when she comes along 
to help deliver.”

More information 
about the Welcome Bas-
ket is available at www.
thewe l comeba ske tva .
com and www.facebook.
com/ the we l comeba s -
ketva. 
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A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Yard & Craft Sale 

Acreage & Lots

1.2 Acre Lot 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

For Sale - Seasonal 
Items

Use the patented 
Flea Beacon  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

Help Wanted - 
General

Family Development 
Specialist- Craig 
County/Giles 

Quality Inn Radford 

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

 
Crew Technician 2-
ECHR 

Help Wanted - 
General

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

 
Home Based 
Coordinator 

Help Wanted - 
General

Administrative 
Assistant 

 

Elec Eng 
(Transformer 

Testing)  

www.vatransformer.com/ 
careers

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Cellco Partnership 

Trileaf Corp,  
Lindsay Hollingsworth, 
l.hollingsworth@trileaf.com, 
8600 LaSalle Road, Suite 
301, Towson, MD 21286, 
410-853-7128.

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - 
Montgomery County

NEW RIVER 
VALLEY 

COMMUNITY 

(NRVCS) 
PROPOSED 

BUDGET 
AVAILABLE FOR 

REVIEW:  

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF VINTON, 

VIRGINIA 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS
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House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

ADVERTISE!
To place a classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Peace of mind comes with knowing that an experienced 
professional is helping you make the r ight decisions each step 
of the way. We will assist with transferring assets, preparing 

tax returns and filing life or annuity claims.

INHERITANCES

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

ADVERTISE!

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY
   

   H
OUSE NEED A BATH?

SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 
(866) 982-2260

MAKE YOUR DREAM KITCHEN 
A REALITY WITH SHELFGENIE

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. 
Must purchase 5+ Classic/

Designer Shelves. EXP 9/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 

Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 for MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, Gut-
ters and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS
The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667
Dont let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall 
or wants to regain access to their 
entire home. Call AmeriGlide to-
day!  1-888-510-0805

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. 
$200.00 OFF   2 FREE Months! 

1-855-677-4975

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Pro-
mote your business statewide 
and in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

RECRUITMENT 

HIRING? We can help you  ll 
your open positions! Promote job 
listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reaching 
job seekers. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t -
ed, $395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Ol-

iver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member.  HYPERLINK “ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medi-
cal exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other  nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.Life55plus.info/
vapress” www.Life55plus.info/
vapress

Life Alert. One press of a button 
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile Pendant 
with GPS. FREE First Aid Kit 
(with subscription.) CALL 866-
870-9845 FREE Brochure.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974

STATEWIDE  ADS

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

The Vinton O-Zone All-Stars. Front row kneeling, left to right;  Noah Spradlin, Aiden Wright, Bryce Simpson, 
Parker Trent and Caiden Harden. Back row standing; Levi Johnson, Nick Toney, Mason Hershel, Elliott Smith, 
Isaiah Thompson, Jude Parkhurst and Blake Webb. Coaches; Chris Trent, William Hershel (Manager) and Chris 
Peery.

The Vinton AAA All-Star team.  Front row, kneeling; Rylan Lewey, Cayden Wright, Ethan Sink, Xavier Weden and 
Jacob Bryant. Back row, standing; Nick Trettner, Liam Roberts, Caden Howell, Stephen Byars, Carter Gray and 
Ryan Bell. Coaches; Drew Howell (Manager), Manny Perez and Steve Bell. Not pictured: Jacob Perez and coach 
Forrest Emery.

The Vinton Coach-Pitch All-Stars.  First row, left to right; Dalton Damiano, Connor Manning, Sincere Mann, 
Ashby Bernard, Brady Jones and Tyler Jennelle. Top Row; Tyler Carter, Hayden McClure, Jacob Tingler, Gabriel 
Griego, Brayden Sells, Liam Krista, Ethan Holland and Gavin Peck. Coaches; Matthew Bernard, Head Coach Matt 
Tingler, Brandon Sells and Bruce Ashby.

Three youth baseball teams and three softball 
teams will represent Vinton in Dixie League state 
tournaments this week.

In baseball the seventh annual Dixie state “Coach-
Pitch” tournament will open on Friday. Vinton 
is coached by Matt Tingler and the locals will 
open Friday against the Prince George All-Stars. 
Vinton’s opening game is scheduled for 2:30 pm 
in Goochland. It’s a double elimination tourna-
ment through Tuesday or Wednesday of next week, 
depending upon results.

The Vinton AAA All-Stars, coached by Drew 
Howell, will play in Madison Heights. Vinton opens 
Friday night with a 5 pm game against Halifax 
County in an eight team bracket. The double-elim-
ination tournament, for 10 and under players, runs 
through Wednesday of next week.

The O-Zone All-Stars are also in Madison Heights. 
William Hershel coaches the Vinton O-Zone team, 
for 11 and 12 year olds, and they will open against 

Appomattox Friday at 11:30 am. The double-elimi-
nation tournament runs through Tuesday with an “if 
game” Wednesday.

In girls’ softball Vinton’s 10 and under team is 
playing a best-of-three against Carroll County and 
Vinton dropped the opener Tuesday night at Carroll. 
The second game was scheduled for Wednesday 
night of this week at Vinyard Park, and if Vinton 
wins the first game the two teams will play a second 
game to determine the champion. 

The eight and under “Darlings,” will represent 
District 4 and open Friday night at 4:30 pm in a six 
team tournament hosted by Amherst. The double 
elimination tournament runs through Sunday with an 
“if game” Monday.

The 12 U “Ponytails” will open at 2 pm Friday 
in an eight team tournament hosted by Charlotte 
County in Charlotte Courthouse. The double elimi-
nation tournament will run through Sunday with an 
“if game” Monday.

Dixie League baseball, softball all-stars 
play in state tournaments this week

COACH PITCH ALL-STARS

AAA ALL-STARS

O-ZONE ALL-STARS

Two women who were members of the 2019 
state championship William Byrd softball team are 
making their mark in college as well. Jada Karnes, 

who recently com-
pleted her sophomore 
season at Roanoke 
College, has been 
named to the Virginia 
Sports Information 
Directors All-State 
first team for col-
lege division teams 
and Lexi Powell of 
the University of 
Lynchburg has been 
named to the second 
team as a freshman.

Karnes was 14-4 
on the mound with 
two saves for the 
Maroons. She struck 
out 157 batters in 159 
innings and finished 
the season with an 
earned run average 
of 1.44. Jada made 
the VaSID team as a 
pitcher but she also 
hit .314 for Roanoke 
and played some first 
base when she wasn’t 
pitching.

Powell hit .331 for 
the Hornets with 25 
runs scored and 25 
RBIs in 45 games as 
a utility player. She 
had 10 doubles and 
two triples and only 
struck out 16 times 
in 148 bats. Lexi was 
the starting catcher 
on Byrd’s champion-
ship team.

NCAA Division III 
National Champion 
Virginia Wesleyan 
University swept 
the major awards as 
Jessica Goldyn was 
named State Player 
of the Year, Hanna 
Hull was named 
State Pitcher of the 
Year, Emily Seale 
was selected as State 
Rookie of the Year 
and Brandon Elliott 
was honored as State 
Coach of the Year.

The Roanoke Valley Sports Club will have its 
“High School Football Kickoff” night on Monday, 
July 19, at the Salem Civic Center. Five high school 
coaches will speak at the dinner meeting.

Scheduled to speak at the meeting will be Jamar 
Lovelace of William Fleming, new Cave Spring coach 
Nick Leftwich, Jamie Harless of Lord Botetourt, Don 
Holter of Salem and Glenvar’s Kevin Clifford.  In 
addition the Glenvar girls’ outdoor state champion-
ship track team will be recognized as well as the 
North Cross School lacrosse state champs.

For more information or to make reservations visit 
the club website at www.roanokevalleysportsclub.
com.

RV Sports Club has
“Football Kickoff ” 
meeting on July 19

Former Terriers named 
to VaSID softball team

The Vinton Area Swim Team competed at the Roanoke 
Country Club Tuesday night in a Roanoke Valley 
Aquatic Association meet against Spring Run and the 
host team. The meet was held on Tuesday, instead 
of the usual Monday, due to the 4th of July holiday 
and results were not available at press time. Look for 
highlights next week along with next Monday’s meet 
at the Ashley Plantation, which will be the final RVAA 
weekly meet of the summer season. Above, Russell 
Fischer of VAST swims the breast stroke in a recent 
meet. PHOTO BY CANDACE HOYOS

Last Monday meet next week

LEXI POWELL

JADA KARNES

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.lem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500ng? Call the Virginia Help Lust be 18 or older. Pr

Every week in 2021 we will donatk inEvery wee 2021 we will donate $ o a local nonprofit al nonprofit1,000 to a
that is providing valuable services in the areas we are located.provid are located.g valuable services in the areas 

Helping those communities around us is at the core of ourre of oure communities around us is at ths around us 
ational philosophy. We truly believe that high tidesoperation es raise all osophy. We truly believe that higtruly believe th

we are determined to add value to the commuships and we munitiesre determined to add value to thened to add value 
which we operate.in which we operate.

e charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back, Gives Back,Through the charitable program, Rosie’sle program, R
Colonial Downs Group has madeal Downs Group has ma monetary and in-kind donations  

of more than $1,335,500 d has logged over 1,100 servicever 1,100 service1,100 ser, and has logge
rs in Virginia communitiess.n Vhour Virginia comm

TOGETHER
WE WIN

$$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS TO52,052 000 IN 52IN 52 WEEKS TO 
52 WORTHY CHARITIE5255 ORTHYRTH2 WO CHARITIES

Melanie Belden 
ntroller | McShin Foundationndatioer | McShin F | McSFinancial Contro

“We would like to thank Rosie’s for their donation. It will be used toie’s for ts foruld like to thankke to tha eir donation. It will be used ton. It will be use
help indigent individuals with a substance use disorder get the with a suh a shelp indigent individunt indiv tance use disorder get the 

help they need the same day that a request is made!”he sam ay thahelp they need t t a request is made!”

Live the Life!

With a focus to encourage vibrant 
living and individual wellness, 2021 
brings exciting new senior apartment 
options and convenient Town Center 
amenities catered to those looking for an active, independent lifestyle 
to Richfield’s Salem Campus. 

Join our vibrant Independent Living community!
New options at Richfield include The Villas and 
Lake Retreat apartments, both now leasing! You 
can put your own sense of style on any of our 
comfortable, convenient floor plans and enjoy 

maintenance-free living. 

Our beautiful surroundings, combined with 
a broad range of services and 
accommodations, provide a setting where 
individuals become members of a secure, 
supportive, and active community. 

Add in a convenient, amenities-rich Town Center and a robust 
Richfield social calendar, and you’ll have every opportunity for a 
joy-filled lifestyle. Additionally, should your health or the health of a 
loved one change, you’ll have access to a full continuum of health 
care services without leaving the Richfield campus. 

540.380.4500  

YOUR NOT-FOR-PROFIT SENIOR L IV ING COMMUNITY

Community Highlights

Town Center

24-hour Wellness Studio

Restaurant-style and casual
dining venues

Salon/Spa

Community room with
scheduled activities

 Chapel

Outpatient therapy with salt 
water pool

Gift shop

Outdoor walking paths on
52-acre campus

Underground heated parking

Retail and restaurants nearby

Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Angie Chewning and Chamber 
President Justin Davison unveiled the newest Vinton Magazine during the Fourth of 
July Celebration.

Families took the opportunity to visit the Vinton-Roanoke County “High Ground” 
Veterans Monument on the grounds of the Vinton War Memorial during the Fourth 
of July celebration.

Cheerleaders from William Byrd Middle School led the Pledge of Allegiance at the 
Fourth of July Celebration. Shown left to right are Lily Carrell, Taylor Jacobsen, 
Carleigh Leonard, and Kaidence Stores.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Low, Low Chariot vocalist J.D. Sutphin (left) performed the national anthem to open 
the Fourth of July Celebration. Vinton Mayor Brad Grose (second from left) shared 
his thoughts on the significance of the holiday. WBMS cheerleader Carleigh Leonard 
helped lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

4th of July from page 1

“Th ere is no doubt we live in a 
nation of great opportunities and 
unmatched freedoms,” he said. 
“So let us all pray, let us all do what 
we can individually, to help ensure 
that we move forward, together. 
Let us renew our pride in our great 
nation and rededicate ourselves to 
God, country, and community.

“With renewed patriotism, we 
can ensure there will always be 
a celebration of freedom on the 
Fourth of July,” the mayor said in 
closing. “Th ank you, my friends. 
May God bless you and may God 
continue to bless the United States 
of America.”

Th e Presentation of Colors was 
by the Vinton Police Department 

Honor Guard, led by Sgt. Michael 
Caldwell, with Cpl. Dustin Bray, 
Offi  cer Chris Shively, and Offi  cer 
Brandon Settles.

J.D. Sutphin of the band Low, 
Low Chariot performed a stirring 
rendition of  “Th e Star Spangled 
Banner.” Four cheerleaders from 
William Byrd Middle School—
Carleigh Leonard, Taylor Jacob-
sen, Lily Carrell, and Kaidence 
Stores—led the crowd in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Next up on the program, An-
gie Chewning, executive director 
of the Vinton Area Chamber of 
Commerce, and Justin Davison, 
the Chamber’s president, unveiled 
the sixth issue of the “Vinton 

Magazine,” published every two 
years as a special project of the Ro-
anoker Magazine in conjunction 
with the Chamber. 

Th e Vinton Magazine this year 
is entitled “Vinton—a town that’s 
IN the middle of everything.” 
Chewning says that Vinton is in 
the middle of the valley and in the 
middle of progress.”

After the unveiling, copies of 
the Vinton Magazine were distrib-
uted to the crowd. (Th e magazine 
can be found in the July-August 
2021 issue of the Roanoker Maga-
zine.)

“Th ank you to the Chamber,” 
said Chasity Barbour, Vinton’s di-
rector of Community Programs. 

“Partnerships like the Chamber 
are what keeps the Town of Vin-
ton going.”

Barbour, who facilitated the 
Fourth of July celebration, thanked 
those who participated in the pro-
gram, the vendors, and the crowd.

“I personally would like to 
thank the mayor and town staff ,” 
she said. “Special Programs truly 
takes everyone in each department 
working together making these 
events fun and successful. I am 
truly blessed with the support we 
have here.”

Barbour introduced Low, Low 
Chariot—a band very familiar to 
those who attend festivals and con-
certs in Vinton and across the val-

ley. Th e band is led by Sutphin and 
includes musicians Blaine Davis, 
Joshua Mason, and Jeremy Price.

Th ere were long lines through-
out the evening at the Deb’s Lem-
onade, the Crusty Bark, Delicia’s 
Gourmet Ice, Tinker Mt. Kettle 
Corn, Duck Donuts, and Tinker 
Mt. Shaved Ice food trucks. 

Th e crowd continued to grow 
as the evening progressed and 
by 9:30 when Grucci launched 
the dazzling fi reworks program, 
fi lled the front lawn of the Vin-
ton War Memorial, Washington 
Avenue, and most downtown 
streets.

Special events in the Town of 
Vinton are defi nitely back!
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