
Fundraising Coordi-
nator Erica Jones

In school year 2020-
2021, there was no fall 
football season, no fall 
marching band season. 
Plybon described the 
first semester of last year 
as “challenging,” to say 
the least.

Secondary students 
were only attending 
school in person two 
days a week for most 
of the first three nine 
weeks; some were tak-
ing band classes virtu-
ally. When they did play, 
students were wearing 
face masks or shields, 

depending upon their 
instrument, and were 
socially distanced at 
six feet apart. Even at 
the time of the annual 
Spring concert in May, 
eight students were still 
working online. 
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Byrd Band is back!
There is another in-

dication that life might 
be returning to normal 
for students in the up-
coming school year–the 
William Byrd Marching 
Terriers are back!

The Byrd band re-
hearsed the program for 
the upcoming season at 
home camp at William 
Byrd High School dur-
ing the week of July 19 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
(outside in the morn-
ings, inside during the 
scorching heat and high 
humidity of the after-
noons). Practice contin-
ued in the parking lot in 
the evenings from 6 to 
9 p.m. once things had 
cooled off somewhat.

They have spent this 
week at away camp at 

Camp Bethel. The plan 
is to perform their pro-
gram for their families 
on August 31. This year’s 
program is entitled “Es-
cape of the Mind.”

The Marching Terri-
ers are led by Dan Ply-
bon, assisted by Denise 
Aspell. Keagan Vickers 
is the color guard coach.

Plybon told students 
at their Thursday night 
home camp practice that 
he was proud of their 
accomplishments that 
week, with rehearsals “as 
good as any” he has ever 
seen and heard at this 
point in camp. That’s 
despite having two new 
classes to learn march-
ing routines—freshmen 
and sophomores—since 
there was no marching 
band for sophomores 
last year.

Student band officers 

this year are:
Jonah Bowser, Corps 

Commander and Drum 
Major

Johnathan Ham, 
Brass Captain

Latriva Pierce, Wood-
wind Captain

Tre Cossaboon, Per-
cussion Captain

Ema Fay, Color Guard 
Captain

It takes the support of 
band families to help all 
the pieces fall in place 
for performances and 
to raise funds for band 
activities. Band Booster 
officers for 2021-2022 
are:

President Suzanne 
Bowser

Vice President Troy 
Ham

Treasurer Heather 
Wray

Secretary Amy Trog-
don

Arabella Permanent Makeup and Advanced Esthetics opens in Vinton

School Board does not plan mask 
mandate, except on school buses

See Band, page 3

Arabella Permanent Makeup 
and Advanced Esthetics, LLC of-
fi cially opened in Vinton on July 
22 with a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny with the Vinton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. Melissa Dillon 
is the owner and sole employee 
of the business, located at 1211 
Hardy Road.

She off ers many services to her 
clients: 

Esthetic Services including 
chemical peels, dermaplaning 
(exfoliation), facials, tinting, facial 
waxing (lip, chin, and brow), lash 
lifting, lash and brow tinting, and 
cosmetic teeth whitening. 

Permanent makeup services in-
cluding: micro-bladed eyebrows, 
permanent eyeliner, and perma-
nent lip color. Permanent make-

up is done with the use of a pen-
like tool containing cosmetic 
pigments that tattoo  the skin to 
create the look of makeup. 

She encourages classic styles 
and neutral, fl attering colors that 
enhance a person’s natural look.

Dillon fi rst opened her studio 
at Th e Hair Co. in Vinton in De-
cember 2019. Shortly afterwards, 
in March 2020, the pandemic 
struck, and hair salons were near 

the top of the list for closures due 
to COVID-19 and the personal 
nature of services rendered. Most 
salons remained closed for several 
months and were slow to reopen 
due to health guidelines and re-
strictions.

Dillon says she is grateful to 
Th e Hair Co. for the opportunity 
they gave her.

She relocated in September 
2020 to her current location, just 

across from W.E. Cundiff  El-
ementary School.  

Dillon grew up in the area and 
graduated from Staunton River 
High School with the Class of 
1988. (Her son is a junior at Wil-
liam Byrd High School.)

She worked for several years at 
Precision Fabrics Group (PFG) 
in Vinton and then earned her 

See Arabella, page 3

PHOTO COURTESY OF ARABELLABefore and after treatments at Arabella.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Arabella Permanent Makeup and Advanced Esthetics LLC held a grand opening and ribbon-cutting 
ceremony on July 22 with the Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce. Shown left to right are Chamber 
Executive Assistant Kathryn Sowers, Chamber President Justin Davison, Arabella owner Melissa 
Dillon, Chamber Executive Director Angie Chewning, and Andrea Milliron of Member One.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

The students and 
staff of Roanoke County 
Public Schools will not 
be required to wear a 
mask indoors when the 
2021-2022 school year 
begins on August 12.

Roanoke County 
Public Schools will com-
ply with all federal and 
state mandates regarding 
mask wearing and did so 
this past school year and 
throughout the summer 
under orders from the 
governor and the state 
health commissioner. 

The governor and the 
state health commis-

sioner have decided to 
not mandate mask wear-
ing in schools for the 
coming school year, but 
currently have left it as a 
recommendation.

At this time the School 
Board does not plan to 
make any additional re-
quirements above state 
and federal requirements 
regarding mask wearing 
for the coming school 
year.

Federal transporta-
tion requirements do 
currently mandate mask 
wearing on public trans-
portation, including 
school buses. Masks will, 
therefore, be required on 
RCPS school buses as 
long as the federal man-
date is in effect.

Cooperation with the 
regional health depart-
ment for contact trac-
ing and quarantining 
will continue, and face 
masks, though optional, 
are encouraged for un-
vaccinated individuals. 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Marching Terriers prepare for the fall season at home camp at WBHS the week 
of July 19.

See Mandate, page 4

PHOTO  BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Tim Greenway, Vinton’s representative to the Roanoke County School Board, School Superintendent Dr. Ken 
Nicely, and school administrators from the Vinton area schools meet each summer for a luncheon prior to the 
opening of schools. This year they met at Joe Goodpies restaurant in downtown Vinton. Administrators from 
William Byrd High School, William Byrd Middle School, Bonsack Elementary, Herman L. Horn Elementary, W. E. 
Cundiff Elementary, and Mount Pleasant Elementary
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Language group with 
Iranian infl uence
 5. No seats available
 8. Health insurance organiza-
tion
11. Having a strong sharp 
smell or taste
13. Defunct European eco-
nomic organization
14. Dutch word for “language”
15. Hard to penetrate
16. When you’ll get there
17. Iranian city
18. Small fi shes
20. Dry white wine drink
21. Turkish city
22. U.S.-born people
25. Synthetic resin
30. Major nerve in human 
body
31. Type of recording

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

32. Small drum
33. Alters
38. General’s assistant (abbr.)
41. Venezuelan capital
43. Free of deceit
45. Member of Ancient 
Hebrew nation
48. Competition
49. Launch an attack on
50. Cavalry sword
55. Spiritual leader
56. One point east of due 
south
57. Affl icted
59. Database management 
system
60. Snakelike fi sh
61. Spiritual leader of a Jew-
ish congregation
62. Small drink
63. Not wet
64. Impudence

CLUES DOWN
 1. Father
 2. Performed perfectly
 3. Ribosomal ribonucleic acid
 4. Thin, compact object
 5. One attempting to fi nd 
something
 6. No longer working
 7. Egg-shaped wind instrument
 8. Book of Genesis character
 9. Volcanic craters
10. Brand of American automo-
bile (slang)
12. Hip hop icon Kool Moe __
14. Bangladeshi monetary unit
19. Self-immolation by fi re ritual
23. Family of genes
24. Et __: indicates further
25. Pacifi c Standard Time
26. S. American wood sorrel 
27. Women’s __ movement
28. Chinese hoopster Ming

29. Layers of rock
34. Patriotic women’s 
group
35. Solid water
36. Shade of brown
37. Very fast airplane
39. Put clothes on
40. Quality of one’s 
character
41. Time zone
42. Primates
44. Pleasantly
45. Metrical feet
46. Rogue
47. German river
48. Relieves from
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Those who resist 
authority
58. Criticize

Board of Supervisors approves Vinton hotel MOU

Th e Roanoke County 
Board of Supervisors ap-
proved a resolution autho-
rizing the county to enter 
a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the Town 
of Vinton to support the 
Vinton Hotel Redevelop-
ment Project at its meeting 
on July 27.

According to Roanoke 
County Economic De-
velopment Director Jill 
Loope, the town requested 
fi nancial assistance for the 
hotel project.

Th e town and county 
have been working jointly 
to secure a hotel project 
since 2016 when they part-
nered to retain Hospital-
ity Marketers International 
Inc. to complete a hotel 
market feasibility study. 
Th e study indicated a “very 
good to excellent poten-
tial” for a hotel project in 
Vinton, due to multiple 
wedding and special events 
venues, proximity to Ex-
plore Park and the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, regional 
sporting events, and other 
successful redevelopment 
eff orts.

Th e town issued a 
Request for Proposals 
in 2021 to attract a de-
veloper to redevelop six 
parcels purchased by the 
town for a hotel. Vinton 
Town Council approved a 
sales contract with Sound-
vue Development, LLC/
McDevitt Company on 
July 20 to develop the 
property into a mid-scale, 
nationally branded hotel 
with 90-120 rooms and 
limited services.

Th e property is located 
at a highly visible gateway 
entrance to the town in 
downtown Vinton within 
the intersection of Pol-
lard Street, Cedar Avenue, 

Virginia Avenue, and 1st 
Street. Th e project involves 
an estimated investment of 
$12 million.

According to Loope, 
the project is expected 
to generate up to 30 new 
jobs, $3.7 million in an-
ticipated gross revenues, 
and $490,000 in annual 
tax revenues for the town. 
Annual Roanoke County 
tax revenues are estimated 
at $150,746.

To make the project vi-
able, fi nancial assistance is 
needed to off set redevelop-
ment costs and improve 
public infrastructure. Th e 
town itself has commit-
ted to provide a Local 
Economic Development 
Incentive Grant in the 
amount of $888,750 to 
Soundvue Development/
McDevitt to redevelop the 
properties, to provide gate-
way improvements, and to 
facilitate public infrastruc-
ture improvements asso-
ciated with the develop-
ment. Th ose could include 
pedestrian accommoda-
tions such as sidewalks, 
streetlighting, and under-
ground utilities to com-
plete corridor upgrades.

Th e incentive from the 
town will be provided in 
the form of a Public Private 
Partnership and Perfor-
mance Agreement between 
the town, the developer, 
and the Roanoke County 
Economic Development 
Authority.

Th e town has requested 
that the county partici-
pate in this project by re-
imbursing permit fees up 
to $30,000 and providing 
an economic development 
grant equal to three years 
of new local tax revenue 
generated by the project 
to be reimbursed to the 
Town of Vinton, not ex-
ceeding $450,000 over a 
three-year period—for a 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF VINTON
Eight hotel sites were originally evaluated in Vinton in the hotel market study, including the Vinton War Memorial, 
River Park Shopping Center, the Vinyard Station location, and the chosen site downtown at the intersection of 
Pollard Street, Cedar Avenue, Virginia Avenue, and 1st Street. It will complete bookend redevelopment projects 
on Pollard Street.

total of $480,000. If rev-
enues generated are less, 
the grant for that year will 
be less. Th e three-year pe-
riod will begin on January 
1, 2023. Fiscal impact for 
the county is in the form 
of foregone revenue. 

Vinton Mayor Brad 
Grose thanked the super-
visors for their partner-
ship in the hotel project 
and their partnerships over 
the years, which include 
the Roland E. Cook Lofts, 
Vinyard Station, Maca-
do’s, Gish Mill, and the 
Billy Byrd apartments. 

“You have helped the 
entire county by helping 

Vinton and East Roanoke 
County,” Grose said. He 
emphasized that the town 
and county work together 
on a daily basis on a variety 
of projects and issues.

According to Assistant 
Town Manager Cody Sex-
ton, Town Council will 
consider the next steps in 
the process for the hotel 
redevelopment project at 
its meeting on August 17.

Board of Supervisors 
Chairman Jason Peters, 
who represents the Vin-
ton Magisterial District, 
praised the ongoing rede-
velopment of the Vinton 
area, beginning with the 

Vinton Library back in 
2015 and gathering speed 
ever since. 

In other business in-
volving Vinton, the Board 
of Supervisors approved a 
revised resolution declar-
ing its intention to reim-
burse expenditures from 
future bond proceeds for 
fi nancing costs associated 
with William Byrd High 
School renovations. 

A contract was award-
ed for the William Byrd 
renovations in November 
2020. A revised contract 
was approved in June 
by the Roanoke County 
School Board upping the 

cost of the project by $7.4 
million due to construc-
tion cost increases. On 
June 10, the School Board 
revised its Capital Im-
provement Plan reducing 
bond proceeds allocated 
to W.E. Cundiff  and Glen 
Cove Elementary Schools 
to be able to increase bond 
proceeds for William Byrd 
renovations.

Th e board also passed 
an ordinance approving 
a public utility easement 
to Roanoke Gas in the 
Vinton Industrial Park to 
extend gas service to the 
Montgomery Village sub-
division. 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Bank of Botetourt now open in Vinton
Th e Bank of Botetourt 

opened its newest branch 
offi  ce on July 26 in Vin-
ton—far ahead of the pre-
dicted schedule of “before 
year’s end 2021.”

Th e new branch offi  ce 
is located at the 410 South 
Pollard Street downtown, 
across from the Vinton 
Library and the Municipal 
Building, and next door to 
Cundiff  Drugstore.

Th eir lobby hours are 
Monday through Th urs-
day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and Friday from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m.

Drive-though hours are 
Monday through Th urs-

day from 8:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. and Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Bank of Botetourt in 
Vinton has a 24-hour 
ATM machine with de-
posit capabilities, located 
in the vestibule. Night de-
posit is available.

Ground was broken for 
the new branch on No-
vember 24, 2020. 

During the ceremo-
ny,  Bank  President and 
CEO G. Lyn Hayth III, 
said, “Th is offi  ce will be 
the bank’s third new offi  ce 
in four years, something 
that is unprecedented 
these days. As the largest 

community  bank  head-
quartered in the Roanoke 
Metropolitan Statistical 
Area, we are pleased to 
continue the expansion of 
our services during a time 
of consolidation in the re-
gion’s fi nancial industry. 
We are looking forward 
to expanding our foot-
print to better serve the 
community, residents and 
businesses.”

Vinton Mayor Brad 
Grose participated in the 
groundbreaking ceremo-
ny, along with Vice Mayor 
Sabrina McCarty, and 
Town Council members 
Keith Liles, Laurie Mul-

lins, and Mike Stovall. 
“Th is is an exciting day 

here in Vinton,” Grose 
said. “Bank of Botetourt 
is big in customer service 
and community service—
the kind of business we 
look for here in Vinton.”

Hughes Associates Ar-
chitects and Engineers 
provided architectural and 

civil engineering services 
for the project. G&H 
Contracting Inc. was the 
general contractor.

Bank  of  Botetourt was 
chartered in 1899. Th e 
corporation announced 
in February 2020 that it 
would be expanding into 
the Town of Vinton in the 
former High’s Ice Cream 

location. Demolition of 
the long-vacant building 
began on March 9.

More information 
about Bank of Botetourt 
is available by calling 540-
283-2828.

Details will be forth-
coming next week on 
the grand opening event 
planned for August.

The new Bank of Botetourt Vinton branch located on Pollard Street in downtown 
Vinton opened for business on July 26. Shown left to right are: Phillip Tingler, Alyssa 
Osorio, and Paula Robins (Assistant Vice President and Bank Manager).

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BANK OF BOTETOURT
The Bank of Botetourt Vinton branch is opening well ahead of time, and expects to 
hold a grand opening celebration in August.
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PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS
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Jackson Th omas Wallace 
was born on July 6, 2021, 
weighing 7 pounds, 9 ounces 
and was 21 inches long. His 
parents are Katlyn (McCarty) 
and Brady Wallace. Proud 
grandparents include: Chris 
and Sabrina McCarty, Bill 
and Kerin Flattery, Angela 
Meador McCarty and the 
late Rick Wallace. Our hearts 
are bursting with joy and we 
are looking forward to watch-
ing this little sweetie grow. 

Birthday wishes to James 
“Hoolie” Childress, his birth-
day is August 1.

Another awesome Mingle 
at the Market in the books. 
Many thanks to everyone 
who came out to support 
our eff orts.  I hope a  good 
time was had by all.  Mark 
your calendars for August 14 
when Adam Rutledge takes 
the stage to rock the market!  
Come hungry, Mountain 
Grille will be there with their 
famous butter burger and lots 
more!! See you then.

Angie
Chewning

Filling in for Bootie

With summer pro-
gressing in all its swelter-
ing glory, staff  at the Vin-
ton Library hope you are 
all keeping cool and con-
tinuing to read for our 
Summer Reading Pro-
gram! Th e program ends 
on August 6, so be sure to 
add your books into your 
account on the website or 
pick up a paper reading 
log at the library. 

As a reminder, if you 
read three books, you’ll 
win one of our comple-
tion prizes, plus you will 
automatically be entered 
to win more prizes. Visit 
our website for a full list 
of what is up for grabs.  

Although we have al-
ready met our reading 
goal (Yay!), you can keep 
reading. Let’s see how 
many books we can read 
together as a commu-
nity. Th e Friends of the 
Library will be donating 
$1,000 to Feeding South-
west Virginia towards the 
end of summer.

Mark your calen-
dars for August 5 from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. for the 
Friends of the Library-
sponsored Kona Ice 
Truck visit for free snow 
cones in the parking lot 
for all patrons! 

We are also celebrat-
ing National Book Lov-
ers Day. Join in to Read 
on the Patio on August 9 
from 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
and 4:30-6 p.m. We will 
have snacks available for 
participants. If there is 
inclement weather, this 

event will be inside of the 
library.

Adults will have plenty 
to do this August. Sign 
up for Creations and 
Temptations, August 2 
at 6 p.m., to make sun 
catchers with crystal 
beads. As the Page Turns 
will be reading Th e Book 
of Lost Names by Kris-
ten Harmel on August 
11 at 2 p.m. Our new 
book club, Plot Th reads, 
has an interesting twist! 
Th is club focuses on fi ber 
crafts of all kinds. Bring 
a fi ber craft project you 
are working on and come 
and chat about a craft 
book you’ve read recently, 
fi ction or nonfi ction. 

Th ere are also several 
opportunities to advance 
your genealogy skills. We 
now have the two Gene-
alogy Clubs each month. 
Meetings will be on Au-
gust 4 at 10 a.m. and Au-
gust 17 at 6 p.m. Th ere 
will also be a presentation 
on How to Use Fulton 
Newspaper for your gene-
alogy research on August 
19 at 2 p.m. Sign up to 
attend these Zoom pro-
grams.

Looking for something 
fun for teens? Register for 
Anime Night on Zoom, 
August 3 at 7 p.m., to 
discuss your favorite an-
ime shows and manga. 
Cosplay is optional for a 
prize. On August 25 at 
2:30 p.m. teens can come 
into the library to make 
Rainbow Macramé Ear-
rings. We also have our 

Mad Scientist Kits full of 
experiments and lessons all 
about color science. Kits 
are available monthly with 
a diff erent topic. Teens can 
join us on Zoom to explore 
the Mad Scientist kits on 
August 17 at 5 p.m.

We will have plenty for 
kids to register for as well. 
Th e Baby-Sitters Club 
Graphic Novel Club will 
meet online every Th urs-
day in August at 4 p.m. 
On August 11 at 3:30 
p.m., you can use the sun 
to create Sun Prints. Bring 
leaves, fl owers, and other 
small objects to create your 
piece of art. 

If you love roller coast-
ers, then join us for Na-
tional Roller Coaster Day 
to learn about gravity and 
inertia on August 17 at 4 
p.m. at STEAM: Marble 
Roller Coasters. 

Th ere will be a Lego 
Challenge on August 21 
at 1:30 p.m. and a virtual 
Paint Along on August 30 
at 4 p.m. 

Young kids can also 
show off  their pets on a vir-
tual Pet Show for Kids on 
August 24 at 4 p.m. 

Storytime sessions will 
begin in person starting 
in September. Spread the 
word and visit our website 
to fi nd the session for you 
and your little ones.

Th ere are plenty more 
programs going on at 
Roanoke County Public 
Library. Check out our cal-
endar at rocolibrary.org to 
see what else there is to do! 

Of course, we hope 
to see you at the Vinton 
Library – our hours are 
10 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday 
through Th ursday, and 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday. 

By Caitlin DeMarco, 
Senior Library Assistant at 
the Vinton Library

Vinton National Night Out
is scheduled for August 3

Th e Vinton Police 
Department will sponsor 
its National Night Out 
celebration on Tuesday, 
August 3, from 6 to 8 
p.m. at the Charles R. 
Hill Community Center 
at the Vinton War Me-
morial, 814 Washington 
Avenue.

Th e police offi  cers will 
be off ering a free hot dog, 
drink, and snow cone to 
those who attend. Th ere 
will be a bounce house 
and sidewalk chalk ac-
tivities for children.

National Night Out 
is a community-build-
ing event generally held 
across the United States 
on the fi rst Tuesday in 
August. It is meant to 
enhance the relationship 
between law enforce-
ment and citizens while 
bringing back a sense of 
community, at a positive 
event.

It has been almost 40 
years since the event was 
founded in 1984. Th e 
fi rst annual National 
Night Out involved 2.5 
million neighbors across 
400 communities in 23 
states.

Th is year, an esti-
mated 30 million par-
ticipants will take part 
across 16,000 commu-
nities from all 50 states, 
U.S. territories and mili-
tary bases worldwide. In 
Virginia, 128 cities and 
towns will be taking part 
this year.

Some neighborhoods 
host block parties, fes-
tivals, parades, cook-
outs and various other 
community events with 
safety demonstrations, 
seminars, youth events, 
visits from emergency 
personnel, exhibits and 
much, much more.

Th e Vinton Police 
Department made the 
best of a bad situation 
last year during the pan-
demic in continuing the 
National Night Out tra-
dition. 

While some commu-
nities turned to virtual 
events, the Vinton police 
served up free popcorn 
(individually bagged), 
drinks, and a movie on 

the front lawn of the Vin-
ton War Memorial–on 
October 6 at the request 
of the National Night Out 
organization rather than 
in August, with more fi st-
bumping than hugging 
between neighbors.

Th e War Memorial 
lawn was marked off  with 
wooden stakes and tape, 
socially distanced for fam-
ilies, and fenced off  to cre-
ate an entrance to the site. 

But this year, the always 
popular grilled hot dog 
cookout returns. Look for 
Town Manager Pete Peters 
manning the grill.

Vinton offi  cers and 
Vinton Town Council will 
be on hand to talk infor-
mally with citizens at Na-
tional Night Out. Town 
Council traditionally 
cancels their fi rst meeting 
in August to attend the 
event, which is seen as an 

opportunity for the police 
department, town council, 
town staff , and the Cham-
ber of Commerce to greet 
the public in a relaxed set-
ting.

Vinton offi  cials and 
citizens often express their 
appreciation for the Vin-
ton Police Department, its 
philosophy of community 
policing, and involvement 
in the community. Police 
offi  cers are familiar faces 
at all special events in the 
town.

At last year’s event, 
Councilman Mike Stovall, 
said, “Our police depart-
ment goes out of its way 
to be involved in the com-
munity with their strong 
policy on community po-
licing. Th ey support the 
community by getting 
to know people–citizens, 
business owners, and stu-
dents in the schools.”

In addition to being 
unable to rehearse and 
perform together as a 

group, “We really have 
missed having someone 
to perform for,” Plybon 

said. Hopefully this year 
that situation is rem-
edied.

Band from page 1

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMSThe Color Guard rehearses.

certifi cation in massage 
therapy in 2008.  In 2010, 
Dillon became the spa 
manager at the prestigious 
Primland Resort in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains of Patrick 
County, where she led the 
spa team to achieve a Forbes 
Four Star status. She re-
mained there for fi ve years.

In 2015, Dillon moved 
back to Roanoke to be clos-
er to her family and com-
pleted her Master Esthetics 
and Permanent Cosmetic 
licenses. She is a state-li-
censed Master Esthetician 
and Permanent Cosmetic 
Tattooer. 

She trained at the Belle 
Sante School of Esthetics 
in Roanoke for her esthet-
ics certifi cation. Her train-
ing in Permanent Makeup 
comes from Samira’s Per-
manent Makeup Center in 
Greensboro.

Once pandemic restric-
tions were lifted, Dillon 
said, things became very 
busy with clients eager to 
spruce up their appearances 
and get back to normal life.

While the term “per-
manent makeup” implies a 
one-time procedure, Dillon 
emphasizes that hers is not a 
transient business. She sees 
many repeat clients on a 
regular basis for facials, wax-
ing, and other esthetic ser-
vices, along with many new 

customers who have dis-
covered her through social 
media and word-of-mouth 
recommendations. 

Recently, two women 
who learned about her ser-
vices on social media trav-
eled from Washington, 
D.C. for her procedures. 
While they were here, they 
spent some time looking 
around the town; and eat-
ing at Joe Goodpies restau-
rant, which Dillon had rec-
ommended.

Dillon says the reasons 
clients seek esthetic services 
and permanent makeup are 
varied. She sees:

People with sparse or 
no hair in the brow region 
due to prolonged waxing 
or tweezing, age-related 
hair loss, or hair loss due 
to medical conditions and 
treatments.

Th ose who have trouble 
applying makeup due to vi-
sion loss or motor skill im-
pairment so that it has be-
come a physical challenge. 

Some with asymmetrical 
areas which they want to 
appear balanced.

Athletes who perspire 
heavily, beach-goers, and 
swimmers who fi nd main-
taining makeup an incon-
venience.

People who want a fl aw-
less, polished makeup look.

Th ose who are allergic to 

traditional makeup.
Some with active life-

styles, like business profes-
sionals, with limited time 
for makeup application. 

Services and pricing are 
available on her website at 
www.arabellapmu4u.com/. 
Prices include an initial 
consultation, the procedure 
itself, follow ups, and po-
tential touch-ups. 

Dillon off ers discounts 
for multiple permanent 
makeup services and gift 
certifi cates.  

She says the procedures 
for permanent makeup 
application are “not pain-
ful, but not entirely pain-
less.” She uses appropriate 
numbing when indicated 
for comfort. She insists on 
strict aftercare for her cli-
ents, providing instructions 
and needed products. 

Dillon says she loves her 
work and fi nds it extremely 
rewarding to provide treat-
ments that help her clients 
boost their confi dence, im-
prove their self-esteem, de-
velop a healthy body image, 
and “leave them smiling in 
the mirror.”

For more information or 
to make an appointment 
with Dillon, call or text her 
at 540-761-8177, contact 
her through her Facebook 
page, or email her at me-
lissa@arabellapmu4u.com. 

Arabella from page 1

Jonah Bowser is Byrd Band’s Corps Commander and
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Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485
or email tfrye@ourvalley.org

to advertise in this space.

Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes 
you to our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself 
to be one of a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environ-
ment of a comfortable lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community 
family. The town, with its proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain 
Lake, provides many opportunities for those who wish to stop and shop at our local 
farmers market or one of our unique specialty shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the 
year from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers 
its own unique atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if 
you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and ameni-
ties located nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; 
small, locally, and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views 
of the mountains and Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling 

of belonging, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conven-
iences that are necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.
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Alternate recycling truck looks a little 
diff erent, but still does the job

Don’t worry, your recyclables are 
still actually being recycled by the 
Town of Vinton. Th e collection ve-
hicle has changed, not the service. 

Recyclables are now being col-
lected by a used refuse truck the 
town purchased from Roanoke 
City. Th e schedule for recycling 
collection remains every two weeks.

Public Works Director Bo Hern-
don says the truck is much larger 
than the previous recycling trailer 

and allows the town to deliver re-
cyclable materials collected to RDS 
(Recycling and Disposal Solutions) 
once a month instead of an aver-
age of eight times each week as had 
been necessary previously. Each trip 
takes about an hour, so the town is 
saving staff  time, which can be used 
for other tasks.

“Utilizing the old trash truck for 
recycling has been a big success for 
the Public Works crews,” said As-

sistant Town Manager Cody Sex-
ton. “Instead of having to spend 
time emptying the former, smaller 
truck multiple times a day, we are 
able to spend more time focusing 
on collecting the recycling and 
emptying the truck only a few 
times a month. Th is means our 
crews are more effi  cient at collect-
ing recycling and can provide  a 
better service to the citizens and 
businesses.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF VINTON
The Town of Vinton is now using a refuse truck to 
collect recycling instead of the recycling trailer used 
in the past

Time to ‘Load the Bus for Kids,’ August 6-8 at area Walmarts
Roanoke County Public Schools is 

joining with Roanoke City, Salem City, 
and Craig County Public Schools to 
Load the Bus for Kids. Th ey’ll be collect-
ing school supplies for students in need 
across the Roanoke Valley now through 
Virginia’s Tax-Free Weekend, August 
6-8.

Come out to any of the Roanoke Val-
ley Walmart stores (in Bonsack, Clear-
brook, Salem and Valley View) to donate 
school supplies for students who might 
not be able to aff ord the tools they need 
to be successful in school.  Supplies will 
be collected at the registers and at bins in 
each store throughout the day.

Th e school divisions will be accept-
ing donations of back-to-school supplies 
and/or monetary donations for students 
in need.   Any money collected at the 
event will be used to purchase school 
supplies.   Every item and every cent of 
your donations will go to help students 
in need.

What kind of supplies are needed?
Th ey need backpacks, glue sticks, 

notebooks, 3-ring binders, crayons, col-
ored pencils, notebook paper (college 

and wide-ruled), pens, pencils, highlight-
ers, rulers, folders, scissors, and construc-
tion paper.   Th ey also need classroom 
items like tissues, hand sanitizer, printer 
paper, dry erase markers and more.

Th e offi  cial hours that volunteers will 
be at the stores and a bus will be on site 
are:

• Aug. 6:  3-7 p.m.
• Aug 7:  9 a.m.-6 p.m.
• Aug 8:  Noon-6 p.m.

However, anyone can put donations 
in the bin located in each store if Load 
the Bus representatives are not on site at 
that particular time.

“Each year, thousands of children 
across the Roanoke Valley begin school 
without the supplies they need to be suc-
cessful,” said Roanoke County Public 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Ken Nicely.  
“Walmart is teaming up with area school 
systems to work together to provide the 
tools our children need in school.  Every 
single donation will help a student learn 
and achieve, especially this year when so 
many families are in need because of the 
pandemic.”

Town of Vinton encourages online utility payments
into our system,” she said.

Currently, the town ac-
cepts: 

Payment by check 
through regular mail or at 
the drop box located outside 
the Vinton Treasurer’s Offi  ce 
drive-thru window at the 
Municipal Building on Pol-
lard Street.

• Payment in person at 
the Vinton Treasurer’s Of-
fi ce during regular business 
hours (cash, check, or credit 
card)

• Payment by phone at 
1-877-885-7968

• Payment online.
Signing up for online 

payments is very easy. Sim-
ply go to the Town of Vin-
ton website at https://www.

vintonva.gov/119/Pay-Bill-
Online. Choose “pay online” 
which will redirect you to 
the secure Payment Services 
Network (PSN) site used by 
the Town of Vinton where 
you can register for an ac-
count or select the “Quick 
Pay” option. 

When you register for an 
account with the payment 
service, you can:

• Pay by checking/ sav-
ings/ credit card

• Make payments in three 
quick steps

• View your electronic 
payment history

• View eBills
• View balance due
• Manage multiple billing 

accounts

• Set up Auto-Pay, recur-
ring payments, and

• Save payment methods
• You can download the 

PSN Payments App from 
the App Store or Google Play

Th is is a free service which 
reduces paper clutter when 
you opt out of paper bills. 
With the price of postage 
stamps continually increas-
ing, you will be spared the 
cost of purchasing stamps.

Th e town currently has 
about 5800 utility custom-
ers. About 36% of them are 
choosing online payments.

Recent data in an annual 
review by PSN estimates that 
the town saved about $1,750 
in postage when those cus-
tomers opted out of paper 

billing and chose online pay-
ments. Th eir data also shows 
that 31% of Vinton custom-
ers are utilizing online Bill 
Pay, 48% are using credit 
cards, and 21% are paying 
by check.

Th e town is working to 
add text payments to the 
options, especially helpful 
for those who lose track of 
time and forget when a bill 
is due. With text payments, 
customers will receive a text 
that their bill is due and then 
be able to pay via text as well.

If you have questions 
about signing up for online 
payments, you may call the 
staff  in the Town of Vinton 
Treasurer’s Offi  ce (540-983-
0608) for assistance.

Th e Town of Vinton is 
encouraging its customers 
to pay utility bills online. 
Th e process is simple, plus 
it saves postage for the town 
and customer, saves paper 
for the town, and saves staff  
time. Finance Director Anne 

Cantrell says that when cus-
tomers pay online, “it’s a 
much simpler process” for 
staff  in the Treasurer’s Offi  ce. 
“Th is can save signifi cant staff  
time as our vendor sends us 
a payment fi le each day that 
we are able to upload the fi le 

Absent a mandate, 
students’ choice about 
mask wearing (or not) 
will be fully supported 
within the school envi-
ronment. 

In the event that con-
ditions change and in-
person learning becomes 
significantly impacted 
for large numbers of 

students, additional 
mitigation strategies 
and requirements will 
be considered by the 
school board.

Continued mitiga-
tion strategies in place 
include: 

• increased air flow 
for indoor spaces 
in accordance 

with CDC guide-
lines, 

• encouraging stu-
dents and staff 
to stay home if 
symptomatic, 

• contact tracing, 
• continued enhanced 

cleaning, 
• observance of three-

feet distancing, 

when possible, 
within the class-
room with all stu-
dents present. 

For additional details, 
refer to the RCPS district 
health plan, which can be 
found at www.rcps.us/21-
22 (click on health and 
safety).

Mandate from page 1
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, VINTON MESSENGER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 
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YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

Herman L. Horn hosts ‘Books and Ice Cream’ night
Herman L. Horn El-

ementary School in Vin-
ton hosted a “Books and 
Ice Cream” night on July 
21, inviting students and 
their families for free ice 
cream donated by Free-
dom First and free books 
courtesy of the school’s 
Title One program.

Families gathered un-
der the picnic shelter to 
select their books, lined 
up for free ice cream bars, 
and then, in most cases, 
hit the playground.

HLH will be hosting 
“Back to School Night” 
to meet staff  and drop 

off  supplies on Monday, 
August 9 on a staggered 
schedule:

Students with last 
names beginning with 
letters A-M, 6 to 6:45 
p.m.

Kindergarten and new 
students, 6:45 to 7:15 
p.m.

Students with last 
names N-Z, 7:30 to 8:15 
p.m.

Th e fi rst day of school 
for Roanoke County 
students is on August 
12. Hours at Herman L. 
Horn are from 7:45 to 
2:25 this year.

HLH teachers and administrators joined the free books and free ice cream festivities. Shown left to right 
are Assistant Principal Theresa Kabath, Title One teachers Sandy Hunt and Emily Murray, and Principal Julie 
Sandzimier.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Freedom First and the Herman L. Horn Title One 
program treated students and families  to free ice 
cream and books on July 21.Students were able to choose a free book from a huge selection at the books and ice cream event.

He is our Shepherd, and we are His sheep 
We often confess saying 

that Jesus is our Shepherd. 
Even David brought the 
same confession in Psalm 
23, saying “the Lord is my 
shepherd.” I hope and pray 
this would be our confes-
sion as well.

When I was 15 and liv-
ing in Kenya, it was a de-
serted place, literally like a 
desert, a wilderness. People 
who lived there were shep-
herds who took care of goats 
and sheep. I was told that 
there are 10 characteristics 
of sheep:

1). Sheep have poor eye-
sight. When they see some-
thing and it moves in front 
of their eyes, they follow it. 
So, when dogs run around 
with them, they think dogs 
are the shepherd and chase 
after them.

 2) Th ey are easy to be 
tricked. Wild dogs were 
well-aware of the poor dis-
cernment of sheep. So, from 
the past, wild dogs clever 
enough guided wild sheep, 
driving them into narrow 
valleys to hunt and eat 
them. It is said that humans 
used this point to train 
shepherd dogs.

3) Th ey fall easily. Th eir 
legs are not hard or strong, 
so they are not quick. 
Th erefore, they often fall. 
Since they run so slowly, 
if wild animals chase after 
them, they are mostly eaten. 

4) When they fall, they 
cannot get up by them-
selves. Sheep literally get 
turned over when they fall. 
Overturned sheep cannot 
stand up on their own no 
matter how hard they try. 
So, they are overturned un-
til the shepherd comes and 
stands them up. 

5) Th ey cannot balance 
easily. Overturned sheep 
won’t be able to balance 
quickly, so after standing 
them up, the shepherd must 
hold them still for a few sec-
onds to allow them to walk 
upright. 

6) Th ey are selfi sh. When 
the lambs are hungry and 
approach their mothers to 
get some milk, the mothers 
relentlessly reject them and 
walk away. Sheep seems to 
be gentle, but actually, they 
have a selfi sh side. Without 
a shepherd, each sheep just 
goes on their own way to 
search for their food. 

7) Th ey have no sense 
of direction. Because their 
eyesight is so bad, they just 
walk without even know-
ing whether there is a forest 
or a cliff  in front of them. 
So, the sheep must have a 
shepherd next to them to 

survive. 
8) Th ey go back the way 

that they came. Th ey always 
return the way they came. 
Th ey are animals with a 
strong homing instinct. 

9) Th ey have zero de-
fense. Sheep are animals 
that have absolutely no abil-
ity to defend themselves. 
Th ey are easily tricked or 
deceived, have a bad eye-
sight, and run slowly, so 
there must be someone to 
protect them. 

10) When death comes 
close to them, they be-
come gentle. Animals such 
as goats and pigs kick and 
scream right before they die, 
but sheep become gentle 
and silent in front of death 
as they have given up on ev-
erything. 

Sheep and their charac-
teristics seem very similar 
with someone, right? Yes, 
with us. 

Th ose 10 characteristics 
of sheep that I mentioned 
are our human and spiritual 
default without the shep-
herd, without Jesus in us 
and our lives. 

We are blind; we are easy 
to be fooled and tricked by 
evil; we are easy to fall; we 
cannot get up by ourselves; 
we fail balancing between 
the world and God’s king-
dom; we are self-centered 
and egocentric; we don’t 
know if we are going in a 
right path or into the dark-
est valley; we tend to go 
back to the time before we 
met and received Jesus as 
our Savior; we cannot de-
fend ourselves; and there is 
nothing that we can do be-
fore death. 

Th at’s who we are with-
out our shepherd, Jesus 
Christ. 

But by God’s supervi-
sion, through Jesus Christ 
and with the Holy Spirit, 
we are no longer slaves of 
sins and evil, so we can open 
our spiritual eyes. We don’t 
fall into the temptation of 
evil; we can stand back up 
and continue to walk with 
Jesus; we can distinguish 
and sustain in the world 
bringing heaven down to 
earth; we can consider and 
love others same as our-
selves; we can walk straight 
towards the path that Jesus 
walked; we won’t be going 
back to be sinners again; we 
can defend ourselves wear-
ing the armor of God (the 
belt of truth, the breastplate 
of righteousness, the shoes 
of the gospel, the shield of 
faith, the helmet of salvation 
and the sword of the spirit), 
and now we have no fear in 

vides everything for us, not 
lacking anything. 

Th at’s the confession, 
proclamation, and declara-
tion of David in Psalm 23:1 
that we all know. David 
chose the Lord as his fi rst and 
top priority walking through 
the darkest valley, because he 
knows and believes that the 
Lord will guide, lead, and be 
with him no matter what. 
Th at is God’s goodness and 
mercy that will follow us in 
our lives when we dwell in 
the presence of God.

It starts from acknowl-
edging who God is for us 
and whose we are fi rst, rath-
er than focusing on and giv-
ing God thanks just because 
of what He does for us. 

It starts from confessing 
that the Lord is enough for 
us, and that God is worthy 
of praise fi rst, rather than 
worshiping God just be-
cause of what He provides. 

I’m not saying that it is 
wrong to expect something 
from God, but it is all about 
our priorities, who we chose 
fi rst in our lives. If we put 

our eyes on Jesus, and the 
center of our heart on God, 
then God will provide the 
rest for us.

Th erefore, I hope, in our 
spiritual and faith journey, 
we give thanks for who God 
is and whose we are, and 
confess, proclaim and de-
clare that Jesus is our shep-
herd, and we are his sheep. 
I pray, that we would be 

able to live a victorious life 
in faith in the presence of 
the Lord, in His care, and 
in His sovereignty, to spread 
the gospel, make many 
people into disciples, and 
share the love of God to all 
nations through us, starting 
from where we are standing 
today.

By Pastor Seong Jae Jo, 
Th rasher Memorial UMC

death because through Jesus 
Christ we are saved and we 
are given eternal life.

Mark 6: 34 says that the 
crowd who came to see Je-
sus are like sheep without 
a shepherd. Th ey seem like 
sheep who have those 10 
characteristics that I’ve men-
tioned--that’s us.

We often come to the 
church expecting some mir-
acles--our own defi nition 
of miracles, such as solving 
fi nancial issues, healing dis-
ease, or recovering broken 
relationships. 

Yes, the Lord can make 
that happen. However, my 
point is that we come to the 
church ultimately because 
of God, to experience God 
and His presence in our 
lives, family, church, and the 
community, not because of 
what He does. 

Isn’t God enough reason 
for us to come to the church, 
be, and do church? It is all 
about our priority and the 
intention of coming before 
God together as a whole.

Last week, I prayed, “God 
is the way-maker, miracle 
worker, promise keeper, and 
the light in the darkness,” 
and then, “that’s who our 
God is, that’s who we come 
to worship, and that’s who 
we praise and glorify.” 

In other words, I con-
fessed God is worthy to be 
praised and worshipped not 
because He makes the way, 
does miracles, keeps prom-
ises and is the light in the 
darkness of the world, but 
just because of who He is. 

Isn’t that enough reason 
for us to praise, worship, and 
glorify Him today, and every 
day in our lives? 

When we put God in 
fi rst priority, then He will 
make the way, do miracles, 
keep promises and be the 
light in the world, and the 
only hope in our lives. It’s 
all about where the center 
of our heart, the direction of 
our faith, and focus of our 
eyes and ears are.

When we confess that 
the Lord is my shepherd, we 
don’t need anything else but 
Jesus, because then God pro-

Pastor Seong Jae Jo

From the Pulpit
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. 
Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Ser-
vice, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Con-
temporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 
6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is 
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of Eck-
ankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 
Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. 
James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 
10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@ve-
rizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bi-
ble Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 
Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-

mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev. 
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Vinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
Directory

DEALING WISELY
1 Samuel 18:1 through 20:42
“In everything he did he had great success, because the Lord 
was with him” (1 Samuel 18:14).

If ever there were ample reason to justify retaliation, David cer-
tainly quali  ed. Repeatedly wronged by King Saul, David al-
ways responded with respect and love. Even when he had the 
opportunity to kill the treacherous king, David restrained him-
self. Because of his willing submission to Saul’s God-given au-
thority, David was crowned king over Israel. There are times 
when we too are wronged by those in authority over us. At such 
times, we often feel justi   ed in rebelling, thinking that we are 
simply standing up for ourselves. But rebellion will only reduce 
us to the spiritual maturity (or immaturity) level of the authority 
who is hurting us. Instead of rebelling, we should seek to discuss 
any problems with our abusive authority (Romans 12:18). If our 
authority continues in the abuse, then we, like David, must do 
all we can to protect ourselves by leaving the abusive situation. 
Leaving, however, does not imply license to judge our abusive 
authority. Only God has the right to judge and to vindicate.

Thought for Today: Abusive people are wounded people, and 
wounded people often hurt others.

Roanoke County installs dog waste stations along greenways, parks in Vinton
Roanoke County installs 

dog waste stations along gre-
enways, parks in Vinton

Dog waste left on streets 
and lawns does not just go 
away or fertilize the grass; it 
washes into storm drains, 
ditches, streams, and lakes 
and can travel for miles in the 
water. When present in large 
concentrations, the harmful 
bacteria in dog waste (fecal 
coliform and E. coli) can con-
taminate receiving waters and 
make them unfi t for human 
contact. Th at’s the message 
in the June 2021 Roanoke 
County Stormwater Guide 
for Homeowners, published 
by the Roanoke County De-
partment of Development 
Services.

While it may not seem 
like a big deal if a pet “con-
tributes” some waste to the 
environment, think about 
how many animals are out 
there. According to the guide, 
in Roanoke County alone, it 

is estimated that there are 
more than 22,000 dogs that 
generate about 1,686 tons of 
fecal material per year. Th at is 
a lot of poop—and left un-
scooped, an unsightly mess 
and a danger to children.

Th e county has taken 
proactive steps to limit the 
amount of dog waste that 
directly enters waterways by 
installing dog waste stations 
along its greenways and in 
most of its parks, including 
those in Vinton.

Th ese stations contain 
“Mutt Mitt” bags and a trash 
can, giving pet owners the 
supplies needed to “bag and 
trash” their dog’s waste while 
walking in parks or along the 
greenways.

Each dog waste station 
also has a coordinating sign 
reminding owners of their 
responsibility to pick up after 
their dogs. According to the 
storm guide, this might seem 
like an insignifi cant step in 

limiting bacteria from enter-
ing the already bacteria-im-
paired local waterways—but 
every little bit helps.

An online map shows the 
location of all Dog Waste 
Stations in Roanoke County 
and in the Town of Vinton. 
It is annually updated by the 
Department of Development 
Services and may be accessed 
at https://www.roanoke-
countyva.gov/2594/GIS-
Mapping-Support. Town of 
Vinton dog waste stations 
are listed at https://www.
roanokecountyva.gov/Docu-
mentCenter/View/17698/
DogWasteWebsiteList_
TOV. 

In the Town of Vinton 
dog waste stations are located 
at: 

• the Wolf Creek Green-
way Kiosk on the Wolf Creek 
Greenway Trail by the Pedes-
trian Bridge, across Route 24 
(Washington Avenue) from 
Goode Park

• the Wolf Creek Green-
way Kiosk on the Wolf Creek 
Greenway Trail adjacent to 
Hardy Road parking areas

• the Vinton Farmers’ 
Market located at 204 W. Lee 
Avenue

• the Glade Creek Gre-
enway Kiosk on the Glade 
Creek Greenway Trail in-
stalled at the greenway sign 
located off  Walnut Ave and 
5th Street 

• the Gladetown Trail Ki-
osk on the Gladetown Trail 
located to the south of the 
Craig Voting Center

Other dog waste stations 
in the Vinton area include:

• Goode Park on the Wolf 
Creek Greenway

• Stonebridge Park on the 
Wolf Creek Greenway

• Vineyard West between 
the parking lot and creek

• Mount Pleasant Park 
• Jae Valley Park 
• Mayfl ower Hills Park
• And at three locations 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Dog waste stations with Mutt Mitts can be found in 
Roanoke County parks and on the greenways, like this 
one on the Wolf Creek Greenway in Vinton.

at Explore Park– Parking Lot 
E, Rutrough Point; Parking 
Lot A; Kiosk between Visitor 
Center and Taubman Cen-
ter; and Parking Lot D, Jour-
neys End Kiosk.

Th e entire June 2021 
Stormwater Guide for Ho-
meowners may be found at 

https://www.roanokecoun-
tyva.gov/DocumentCenter/
View/21422/Stormwater-
Newsletter-JUNE-2021-
website-version?bidId=. 

Based on an article by 
Cindy Linkenhoker, Roa-
noke County Stormwater 
Program Manager

Another birthday has come and 
gone. I’m now two years into my 
10th decade. It’s something to be 
thankful for.

About 20 years ago I inter-
viewed noted watercolorist artist 
Harriet Stokes, who died a few 
years later weeks before her 100th  
birthday.  A regular attender at my 
Salem church, Stokes formerly did 
not tell her age, but as she grew 
closer to the century mark, she re-
vealed it proudly. 

A long-time friend who lives in 
a retirement home in Lexington 
turned 99 the past April 15.  She’s 
still good for a 15-minute con-
versation and told me of her late 
mother-in-law who died at 102 
but unable to see or hear. 

“Th at’s not living,” my friend 
said. I’m inclined to agree.

I’ve been blessed to know two 
men who celebrated their 100th 
birthdays though they did not 
long survive them. Melville (Bust-
er) Carico, a long-time political re-
porter for “Th e Roanoke Times,” 
was honored  by his Fincastle 
church on his July birthday several 
years ago. He could still reminisce 
a bit about his diffi  culty in cover-

ing objectively civil rights struggles 
aff ecting friends of faith.

Th e other centenarian was 
George Overstreet, once a furni-
ture sales representative of a Roa-
noke industry and in retirement a 
bass soloist in my church’s choir. 
He, like Carico, had outlived his 
wife.

Musicians, artists, writers 
whose greatest satisfaction in life 
comes from within may be at least 
somewhat productive into their 
nineties.

I’ve seen at lot of history, all of it 
in Virginia, to which my ancestors 
on both sides came in Colonial 
times. 

One of my earliest memories 
is going with my mother  to a 
bank in our small Piedmont town. 
Around its walls were colorful red, 
white and blue posters bearing 
a Blue Eagle and NRA. When I 
asked my mother what it was for, 
she responded “Something about 
the government.”

No, it wasn’t the National Rifl e 
Association but that the bank was 
cooperating in the National Re-
covery Act, a Franklin D. Roos-
evelt initiative to bring the nation 

out of the Great Depression.
We got our mail in a Rural Free 

Delivery box on the highway af-
ter walking across two fi elds and 
crossing a small creek on a foot-
bridge, for our “farmhouse” style 
frame home, like several others, 
was on a slight rise away from the 
highway. Six days a week, a copy 
of the earliest edition of “Th e 
Richmond Times-Dispatch” was 
always there.  When World War II 
broke out in Poland in 1939, my 
mother and I learned of it in the 
paper.

Fast-forward to my young adult 
years and a summer job at the dai-
ly Richmond newspaper, not as a 
writer, but as one of six women 
in the Reference Department, a 
boring but indispensable place for 
writers to fi nd information in pre-
computer days. 

I spent long hours that sum-
mer as the clipping fi le envelopes 
on obscure “Korea” suddenly grew 
from one to a dozen. Th e confl ict 
ended three years later; by then my 
news reporter husband Charlie 
Stebbins and I were married and 
starting our many years of writing 
for the daily Roanoke papers.

Political conventions, heard on 
small radios, were fascinating in the 
1950s when we began voting and 
even shook the hand of famous 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower 
when he visited Virginia. We were 
Republicans then, as many were 
in the Commonwealth. Various 
changes came later.

Our daughter of 7 came home 
from her Hollins school early to 
tell us of the assassination of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy. Th e 1964 
Civil Rights legislation gave our 
youngest child a dedicated Black 
teacher.

Newly-wed niece of my hus-
band had  married her Richmond 
sweetheart, he got a job in the new 
State of Hawaii, and in 1982 they 
made a weeklong visit to the is-
lands possible. I fl ew for the fi rst 
time.

From 1985 to 1999, with chil-
dren grown, Charlie and I fl ew to 
the British Isles four times, a thrill 
of my life. After the World Trade 
Center disaster, we stayed on this 
side of the Atlantic, touching 
nearly every state and fi ve Cana-
dian provinces by bus and train 
tours.  His death in 2008 confi ned 
me to several interesting Western 
Virginia day trips. Always I wrote 
of them.

For many of our adult work-
ing years, Charlie and I benefi ted 
at the daily newspaper from the 
editorship of Forrest M. (Frosty) 
Landon, who died earlier this 
month at 87.  Parkinson’s Dis-
ease, which usually kills slowly, 
was revealed in his obituary as 
might be expected in an excellent 
newsman knowing readers would 
want to know. Much, naturally, 
has already been published about 
this active member of Roanoke’s 
Unitarian-Universalist Church 
whose commitment to represent-
ing people in fairness marked his 
many years. He made it possible 
for us to continue to do work we 
loved so long as he was able. I still 
value that. 

Writer nearing a century; remembering Frosty Landon
Frances 
Stebbins
Correspondent
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A GREAT DEAL 
IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

BAG 

To place a 
classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 
(866) 982-2260

MAKE YOUR DREAM KITCHEN 
A REALITY WITH SHELFGENIE

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. 
Must purchase 5+ Classic/

Designer Shelves. EXP 9/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

STATEWIDE  ADS

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Estate/Yard Sale  

Auctions

Affordable Mini 
Storage, LLC 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn Radford 

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ019381-01-00 

Notice to Our 
Family Medicine 

Patients 

Help Wanted - 
General

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

 
Crew Technician 2-
ECHR 

Legals - City of 
Salem

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - City of 
Salem

TOWN OF 
CHRISTIANSBURG, 

VIRGINIA 
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 
GRANT (CDBG) 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

For more information on dates and registration:
https://www.virginiaredistricting.org

Follow Us  @CommissionVa

COMMONWEALTH 
OF VIRGINIA  

REDISTRICTING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Hearings to solicit public comments on the  
drawing of state and congressional legislative districts 

in Virginia.

A total of eight public hearings will be held in  
July and August. Hearings are scheduled regionally 

both in person and virtually. Hearings will be  
livestreamed and archived online

VIRGINIA 
REDISTRICTING

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

STATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states.  Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows Start-
ing at $235* Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 for MORE 
details! Ronnie Jenkins II Siding, 
Roo  ng, Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a 

free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-636-
0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 

regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today!  1-888-510-
0805

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF   2 
FREE Months! 1-855-677-4975

HELP WANTED 

HIRING? We can help you  ll your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching job seekers. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 

court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other  nal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or visit  
HYPERLINK “http://www.Life55plus.
info/vapress” www.Life55plus.info/
vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

PUBLIC HEARING 

awarren@christiansburg. 
org

 
Post Wednesday, July 28, 
2021 
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House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

ADVERTISE!
To place a classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

If you are or will be serving as the Personal 
Representative of an estate, we have the experience 

and knowledge to help you in this process.

TALK TO WALT

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

BAG 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com
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It was 20 years ago this 
summer that the Vinton 
14 and under all-stars 
traveled to Louisiana to 
play in the Dixie League 
Baseball World Series. 
Vinton won the state 
championship that year, 
and it was a highlight 
for long time recreation 
coach Steve Young.

“We’d been to the state 
the year before and lost 
to South Boston,” said 
Young. “We had some 
really good boys and in 
2001 we won the district 
at Maher Field, beating 
Salem in the champion-
ship game.”

The state tournament 
was in South Boston 
that year and the host 
team had a future big 
league pitcher in Jeremy 
Jeffress. After one time 
through the field Vinton, 
Nottoway and South 
Boston were all tied with 
one loss, so straws were 
drawn for who would 
play in the semifinals and 
who would get the bye to 

The 2001 Virginia State 14-and-Under Dixie League champs. Kneeling, left to right: coach Steve Young, Patrick Welch, John Rokisky, Bruce 
Janney and Matt Bird. Standing, left to right; assistant coach Jeff Stovall, Scott Entsminger, Thomas Haden, David Childress, Joel Brooks, 
Josh Stovall, Brad Greenway, Mark Nester, Drew Kahle, Andy Adldoost and assistant coach Kenny Rickerson.

the final.
“Steve got lucky,” said Brad 

Greenway, who played on that team 
and is now a baseball assistant and 
head boys’ basketball coach at William 
Byrd High School. “He drew the short 
straw and we got the bye. South Boston 
had to play Nottoway and they used 
Jeffress. They won, but they used up 
their ace and we were fresh for the 
final.”

“We finally got our revenge on 
South Boston in 2001,” said Bruce 
Janney, another member of that 2001 
team who now coaches youth sports in 
Vinton himself. “They had eliminated 
us in the state tournament two years in 
a row leading up to this one, but we 
were able to beat them in the champi-
onship game that year. We had such 
a great time that summer winning the 
state championship and playing in the 
World Series down in Louisiana.” 

The 13, 14 and 15 year old state 
tournaments were all in South Boston 

that year and the 15 year olds, coached 
by the late GG Terry, also won the 
state. Steve Young’s son, Michael, 
was on that team that advanced to the 
World Series in South Carolina. The 
14 year olds went to Lake Charles, 
Louisiana for the World Series. 

“The name of the town where we 
played was actually named Vinton, 
Louisiana,” remembers Greenway.

Representing Virginia, Vinton 
opened with a 7-5 loss to Alabama. 
They bounced back to beat Tennessee 
in a thriller, 12-11, but were eliminated 
by the host Louisiana team in the dou-
ble elimination tournament, 5-3.

“I was proud of our boys,” said 
Young. “The Virginia team hadn’t 
won a game in the World Series in 
a couple years. We had four or five 
really good pitchers that year.”

Young was still coaching right up 
until a couple years ago. Steve is a 
familiar face to Vinton citizens as he 
not only coached baseball, boys’ and 

girls’ basketball and softball for 24 
years, he’s also worked at the Post 
Office for just under 40 years. Most of 
that time was delivering mail.

Young is currently taking a leave of 
absence from the Post Office as he was 
recently diagnosed with liver cancer, 
but he is adamant that he is not retired.

“I’m battling a little cancer and 
I have some eye issues, but I’m not 
retired,” he said. “I want to come back 
and go out on my terms, even if it’s 
just for a month.”

As for coaching, that’s still up in 
the air. Young is now 64 years old and 
grew up a Yankees fan, rooting for 
stars like Mickey Mantle and Whitey 
Ford as a kid, then Reggie Jackson 
and Thurman Munson in the ‘70s. His 
baseball teams were almost always 
named “Vinton Yankees.”

“Coaching was like a hobby to me,” 
he said. “I got in it when my kids(son 
Michael and daughter Kasey) played 
baseball and basketball. When they got 

out, I just stayed.”
Steve has touched many lives over 

the years, and he’s left his mark on 
many. Michael notes people still ask 
him about his dad and talk about what 
a fun time they had playing for him.

“Steve was a great coach,” said 
Janney. “He was patient, selfless, and 
was always smiling and fun to be 
around. His love for the game is unde-
niable as he continued to coach after 
I played. He has given a lot back to 
the community over the years and I 
am proud to have had the opportunity 
to play for him. He has always been 
my favorite coach to take BP off of 
because he served it right up.”

Greenway echoed those sentiments.
“He devoted a lot of time to the kids 

in Vinton,” he said. “As someone who 
grew up in Vinton, I appreciate the fact 
that we have people like Steve here.”

One can say that either on the dia-
mond, on the court or on his mail 
route, Steve Young always delivered.

2001 state championship is a highlight of Young’s 24 years of coaching

It seems like football season just ended, but it’s 
right around the bend again. Opening preseason 
practice for William Byrd High School begins this 
afternoon with the season opening games just one 
month away.

Actually, it should seem like football season just 
ended, because it wasn’t that long ago. Due to the 
pandemic the past season was played in the spring. 
Virginia High School league championship games 
were played on May 1, and that was just 90 days 
ago. Normally there’s a span of about eight months 
between the end of the season and the start of sum-
mer practice, or approximately 240 days. Of course, 
these are not normal times.

William Byrd will open practice today, beginning 
at 3:30 pm and running until about 7:30 pm. The 
Terriers will go on that same schedule on Friday and 
through next week.

Byrd’s first scrimmage will be on Friday, August 
13, at 5 pm at Glenvar. The Terriers will open 
the season on Friday, August 27, at home against 
Liberty.

          INTERESTING FIND FOR 5 BUCKS
I was killing time browsing the Charlotte’s Web 

antique mall in Salem recently when I came across 
an item that caught my eye. It was a copy of “Sports 
Review” magazine, previewing the 1959 football 
season. 

The magazine cost 50 cents at the time and was in 
a plastic sleeve and marked $5 at the antique mall. 
I figured that was a fair price taking inflation into 
account, and I love looking at old magazines. I had 
a subscription to “SPORT” magazine growing up 
in the ‘60s and still have them in a box in my base-
ment. I pull them out every once in a while when I’m 
bored(see pandemic).  I still remember how excited I 
was when my first issue came in the mail. The cover 
had pictures of Johnny Unitas and Jim Brown and 
the lead story was about whether the pass or the run 
was more effective.

I had never heard of “Sports Review” magazine, 
but upon further examination, after purchasing it of 
course, I discovered it was established in 1941 and 
was published five times a year. A year’s subscrip-
tion was two dollars, and with my Roanoke College 
education kicking in I concluded that was a savings 
of 50 cents a year over the newsstand price. 

Each issue had a certain theme, with a basketball 
issue in January, a Motorspeed issue in March, a 
Fishing issue in April, a Baseball issue in May and 
the Football issue in September. There’s an address 
in Illinois listed where you could subscribe, and I 
might just send them two bucks to see if the offer 
still stands.

Whatever, the magazine I bought previewed both 
the college and pro football seasons for 1959. The 
college got a little more attention with 60 pages of 
previews while the pros had about half that many. 
That was interesting since this was the year after that 
famous overtime game in ‘58 between the Colts and 
Giants that is credited with propelling the NFL into 

Brian
Hoff man

High School football practice begins today 
a new age of excitement.

Back in 1959 there were only a dozen NFL football 
teams and the AFL was yet to be founded. Each team 
played a 12 game schedule. There were two divisions 
of six teams each named the Eastern Conference and 
the Western Conference, and the team with the best 
record in each conference played for the champion-
ship. That was it, one playoff game!

So, you ask, how did two east coast cities, Baltimore 
and New York, play in the championship game? Well, 
Baltimore happened to be in the Western Conference, 
sort of like when the Atlanta Braves were playing in 
the National League West and the Dodgers were their 
big rival. Go figure.

It was interesting to look at the final stats listed 
from the ’58 season, and you can see how different 

a game it was back then. Unitas led the NFL with 19 
touchdown passes that year, and that’s not even a good 
season now. Granted it was a 12 game season, but that 
averages out to 25 TD passes over a 16 game sched-
ule. Last season Aaron Rodgers led the NFL with 48 
touchdown passes, and 25 would have been 17th in 
the league.

John Brodie of the 49ers had the best completion 
percentage at 59 percent(.599) in 1958. That would 
have been 24th in the current NFL with only Carson 
Wentz(.574)  and Drew Lock(.573) under 60 percent 
among the top 25 quarterbacks. Again it was Rodgers 
on top at .707. 

Jim Brown had already established himself as a 
future Hall of Famer in just his second year with the 
Browns. In ’58 he ran for 1,527 yards, almost twice as 
many as the Colts’ Alan Ameche, who was second at 
791 yards. Projecting Brown over 16 games, he would 
have had 2,036 yards and 23 touchdowns. That speaks 
well for Derrick Henry of the curret day Titans, who 
led the league with a comparable 2,027 yards last year. 
Henry also led in rushing touchdowns with 17.

The college section of the magazine had a lot more 
pictures than the pro section. There was a very inter-
esting story on SMU quarterback Don Meredith, who 
would go on to more fame on the field with the Dallas 

Cowboys and in the TV booth with Monday Night 
Football. The theme of the story was that Meredith 
was not only a great player but a brilliant leader in 
student activities, civic programs and religious work. 
Take that Howard Cosell.

There was also a story on the Miami of Ohio foot-
ball team, and of the many successful coaches the 
program produced.  It had a picture of the seven man 
coaching staff in 1950, and now most high schools 
have more than seven coaches. Woody Hayes, who 
went on to coach Ohio State, was the head coach at 
Miami of Ohio in 1950 and one of his assistants was 
Ara Parseghian, who became a famous head coach at 
Notre Dame. Another assistant was Bill Arnsparger, 
who would be Don Shula’s defensive coordinator for 
those great Dolphin teams in “the other” Miami. . .the 
warmer one. Arnsparger would go on to become head 
coach of the New York Giants.

The Sports Review magazine listed complete 
season records of all the major colleges for the ’58 
season. Virginia Tech, under coach Frank Moseley, 
was 5-4-1 that fall while the University of Virginia 
was 1-9 under coach Dick Voris. Tech beat UVA, 
22-13, in Richmond in ‘58 and the Hokies beat VMI, 
21-16, at Victory Stadium.

The magazine certainly provided me with five 
bucks worth of entertainment as I sat on my porch on 
a sunny Virginia Sunday afternoon. And, it got me 
even more anxious for the coming football season 
than I already was, if such a thing is possible.

I need to get my two dollars in the mail this week 
so I can get the new edition, even if I did miss the 
fishing preview. 

             GUARDIANS OF LAKE ERIE
My wife and I just happened to be in northeast 

Ohio to see some baseball last weekend when the 
new name of the Cleveland franchise was announced. 
The team that has been known as the Indians for lon-
ger than anyone who is alive can remember will be 
known as the “Guardians” beginning next year.

My first impression was, “why that?” I had heard 
several suggestions, among them “Rockers” and 
“Spiders.” Apparently Spiders was the name of the 
team long, long ago and “Rockers” was in reference 
to the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame being in Cleveland. 

I sort of liked “Rockers.” I could see a logo of a 
ballplayer swinging a guitar and it would be some-
thing that might appeal to younger fans. They could 
play “Cleveland Rocks” prior to the games and have 
concerts in the stadium and all kinds of tie-ins. The 
guy who comes to the game and beats a drum could 
dress up like Ringo Starr.

However, once I got a little history on the 
“Guardians” it didn’t seem as bad as it did at first. 
I discovered the bridge heading in the direction 
of Progressive Field is flanked by four “Art Deco 
Statues” named the “Guardians of Transportation.” 
The statues are pretty cool and they’ve been there 
since 1932. Guardians doesn’t say much about base-
ball, but then neither did Indians. “Native Americans” 
played lacrosse in the spring.

I get it. The team had to do something because the 
term Indians was seen as offensive to many, just like 
the Redskins in Washington. Cleveland did away 
with the grinning “Chief Wahoo” a couple years 
ago and that logo is no longer found on the uniform 
or team merchandise, replaced by a block “C”. Of 
course, you don’t have to look far to find Wahoo as 

                           continued on page 10
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he’s still on most of the clothing worn by Indians fans.
The team kept the traditional red and dark blue colors and they can use the 

same hats, with the C. In fact, the font for the front of the artist’s rendering 
of the new uniforms is the same, with “GUAR” replacing “IN” in front of the 
“DIANS.”

My wife and I and my friends who live outside Akron attended Saturday 
night’s game against Tampa Bay, and many people were taking photos of the 
Guardian statues that are easily seen from the walkways around the upper deck 
of the stadium. Progressive Field has a giant, lighted “Indians” logo above the 
scoreboard and I wondered aloud what they were going to do with that? My 
friend Craig’s wife, Debbie, surmised, “they’ll probably just knock off the I and 
the N and put GUAR there instead.”

That would work, but what about my friend from Roanoke College, Bob 
Bower, who grew up in Youngstown and now lives in Warren, Ohio. A life long 
Indians fan, he had Chief Wahoo tattooed on his calf years ago and I don’t think 
long socks will cover it.

Then again, from the feedback I heard last weekend most of the fans in 
Cleveland aren’t going to let go of the Chief that easily.

Brian Hoffman Column
continued from page 9

One of four “Guardian” statues at the Hope Memorial Bridge in Cleveland.
PHOTO BY DORIS HOFFMAN

Olympic Park finished the season at the top, 
unseating perennial champ Hunting Hills with a 
strong performance in last weekend’s Roanoke 
Valley Aquatic Association championship meet. 
The annual “City-County” meet was held at the 
Christiansburg Aquatic Center.

Olympic Park finished first with 14,457 points, 
adding 60 percent of the regular-season total to 40 
percent of the City/County total. Stonegate fin-
ished second with 12,221 points, passing defend-
ing champion Hunting Hills on the final day. The 
Vinton Area Swim Team finished ninth among the 
13 teams competing with 6,351.5 points.

Evan Copening of Vinton won three first place 
golds in the boys’ 13-14 age group. He won the 50 
yard Backstroke in 29.9, the 100 Individual Medley 
in 1:06.34 and the 50 Butterfly in 28:39.

Colton Cunningham took first in the 7-8 boys’ 
25 yard Backstroke in 18.31 and the 25 Freestyle 
in 16:09 and Austin Nielsen won the men’s 17-18 
50 Breaststroke in 28.84.

In the women’s events Laura Schneider of 
VAST won the 50 Free in 27:13 and the 100 Free 
in 1:00.32.

Copening wins three events for VAST in City-County Swim Meet

These young swimmers were among the group that competed for the Vinton Area 
Swim Team in last weekend’s City-County meet in Christiansburg. Left to right 
above Kieran Wilhelm and Evan Foley compete in the breaststroke. Below, left to 
right, Reece Brady and Jalen Smith swim the Butterfly. PHOTOS BY ASHLEY AKERS
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