
marketing as well. She credits her 
brother-in-law with making the sa-
lons possible through his fi nancial 
backing, and her sister, Carolyn 
Goria, with teaching her every-
thing she knows about business 

and marketing.
But through the years, her big-

gest draw has been her personality. 
She is friendly and doesn’t appear Hairstylist Pam Mitchell has re-

tired after nearly 40 years of busi-
ness in Vinton. If she hasn’t done 
your hair herself, most likely she 
trained or mentored those who 
have.

Mitchell started doing hair for 
free in her basement for family and 
friends when she was just 15 years 
old. She married at 17 and raised 
two sons, Scott and Troy, which 
didn’t give her the time or oppor-
tunity to become a licensed hair-
dresser until she was 32 years old. 

Encouraged by her custom-
ers who recognized her talent, she 
attended the American Beauty 
School in Roanoke and completed 
her license (2,000 hours of train-
ing) in just 13 months.

Living in the Lindenwood area 
of Roanoke County at the time, 
Mitchell planned to open a salon 
in her home once she was licensed, 
but the laws changed about that 
time, making it illegal to run a hair 

salon from a residence.
Mitchell pivoted to another 

plan and opened her Best Little 
Hair House in Vinton in 1984 on 
Hardy Road next to what was then 
the Lancermart. She convinced 
owner Henry Brabham to enclose 
the space which was used for stor-
age, and which was just the right 
size for a small salon. She agreed 
to a fi ve-year contract but ended 
up staying there for nine years with 
the goal of eventually building her 
own salon. 

She had built up such a clien-
tele in her home over the years that 
business was booming from the 
start. She was backed fi nancially by 
her brother-in-law, Pete Goria, in 
the new venture.

About the time Mitchell opened 
her fi rst salon, a Dolly Parton mov-
ie with a similar, but naughtier, 
name was popular at the box offi  ce. 
She switched it up to Best Little 
Hair House, thinking the “name 
would get you in the door and the 
service would get you back.”

In 1993, backed again by Goria, 

Mitchell built the second Best Lit-
tle Hair House and Tanning Shed 
from the ground up, just up the 
street at 1390 Hardy Road. Hers 
was the fi rst tanning salon in Vin-
ton, which she later turned into a 
spa. 

Th e new salon was built in the 
style of a house—Mitchell says 
because she wanted to project a 
homey, inviting atmosphere where 
customers would feel relaxed, wel-
come, and surrounded by friends.

In 2006, Mitchell became the 
fi rst woman in Virginia to obtain 
a liquor license for a day spa so 
“customers could unwind. A cus-
tomer might spend half a day at a 
spa and with the ABC license could 
be served not just lunch, but some 
wine or beer to go with it.” 

She says it took about nine 
months to obtain the license 
through a very complicated pro-
cess, but she has never been one to 
let anything stop her.

Mitchell proved to be not only 
talented when it came to hair, but 
extremely astute in business and 
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Vinton Police Department welcomes 
community to National Night Out 2021

Th e Vinton Police De-
partment welcomed the 
community and Vinton 
Town Council to its annual 
National Night Out cel-
ebration on August 3 at the 
Charles R. Hill Community 
Center.

National Night Out is an 
evening set aside across the 
nation, and even beyond, to 
enhance the relationship be-
tween law enforcement and 
citizens in a relaxed, informal 
atmosphere.

Th ere were free hot dogs 
(grilled by Town Manager 
Pete Peters and Vinton Po-
lice Lt. Glenn Austin), snow 
cones, drinks, and ice cream, 
along with free bike hel-
mets, pencils, pens, coloring 
books, gun locks, and more. 

Th ere was a bouncy house 
and a sidewalk chalk station. 
Crime dogs McGruff  and 

Scruff  mingled with the 
crowd and posed for photos 
with children and families. 
Th ere was literature on the 
programs off ered by the Vin-
ton Police for children, em-
phasizing child safety, how 
to reach 911, how to talk to 
strangers, bullying, and In-
ternet safety.

Th e evening included 
visits from other local law 
enforcement agencies—the 
U. S. Marshal’s Service with 
Marshal Tom Foster (Vin-
ton’s former police chief), 
and the Roanoke County 
Sheriff ’s Department with 
Sheriff  Eric Orange and 
their Eagle Mascot. 

Vinton Girl Scout Troop 
94, led by Allie Rourke, 
stopped by to deliver treats 
to the Vinton Police De-
partment—jars fi lled with 
donut holes, labeled “We 
‘Donut’ Know What We’d 
Have Done Without You.” 
Elevation Church distribut-

ed masks to fi rst responders 
who attended.

Vinton Moose Lodge 
1121, represented by Presi-
dent Ricky Spradlin and 
Vice President Greg Boit-
nott, made a fi rst-time pre-
sentation to the Vinton Po-
lice of “Tommy the Moose” 
stuff ed animals, which will 
be placed in Vinton Police 
vehicles for children in-
volved in various traumatic 
situations. Th e “Tommy 
the Moose” program aids in 
helping children overcome 
fears and anxiety during 
times of stress.

Th e Moose is an inter-
national organization dedi-
cated to “caring for young 
and old, bringing communi-
ties together and celebrating 
life.” 

Th e stuff ed animal pro-
gram is one of many com-
munity service projects 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Vinton Moose Lodge 1121 presented dozens of “Tommy the Moose” stuffed animals 
to the Vinton Police Department at the National Night Out event. The toys are 
placed in police vehicles and are used to comfort children in traumatic situations. 
Shown left to right are Moose President Ricky Spradlin, Dave Hamblin, Dale and 
Kim Barker, Jesse Carter, Police Chief Fabricio Drumond, Vinton Area Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director Angie Chewning, Moose Vice President Greg Boitnott, 
and Carolyn and Jack Mills, whose truck is shown in the background. The Millses, 
from M&M Transfer on Eastern Avenue in Roanoke, brought along their truck for the 
entertainment of the children at National Night Out.

A favorite Vinton hairstylist retires

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Hairstylist  Pam Mitchell has retired after nearly 40 years in 
business in Vinton as owner of the Best Little Hair House and as a 
stylist at Salon 121. She is shown with her family–sons Troy (left) 
and Scott, and husband Joe (seated) at her retirement celebration 
on July 29.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
This year the Marching Terriers have 21 seniors. Shown top left to top right are: Tre 
Cossaboon, Annabelle Moore, Jacob Schult, Ema Fay, Hunter Burns, Bailey Burger, 
Dylan Price, Kassidy Wrye, Charlie Trogdon, Conner Colgan, Claire Wray, Jonah 
Bowser, Hunter Muddiman, Tyler Banks, Caleb Drewery, Bennett

WBHS Band Camp 
2021 is in the books!

“WBHS Band Camp 
2021 is in the books!” 
according to Band Direc-
tor Dan Plybon. “Our 
Marching Terriers en-
joyed a wonderful week 
at Camp Bethel.”

Th e Byrd band re-
hearsed their program 
at home camp at Wil-
liam Byrd High School 
inside the school and in 
the parking lot during 
the week of July 19. Th e 
following week they were 
off  to Fincastle to Camp 
Bethel for away camp.

“Th e purpose of away 
camp is to give our stu-
dents an opportunity to 
bond as a group,” Plybon 
said. “We work all day 
together, eat three meals 
‘family style,’ together, 
participate in Band Camp 
Olympics together in the 
late evening, and then do 
it all again, all week long. 
Th e experience, in my 
opinion, is far better than 
keeping them at school 
for camps the entire time. 
Th e one week at away 
camp is something that 
our students look for-
ward to and will not soon 
forget.”

See Night Out, page 3

See Hairstylist, page 4

After a week of rehears-
als, the Marching Terriers 
performed their program, 
“Escape from the Mind,” 
for their families on Sat-
urday, July 31, the last day 
at Camp Bethel. 

“Th is afternoon the 
students performed with 
all their heart, and it 
showed!” Plybon noted. 
“I couldn’t be prouder of 
the progress that these 
young people have made 
over the last few weeks. 
I am anticipating a great 
season ahead.”

Th at season gets under-
way on August 20 with 
the fi rst home football 
game against Rockbridge 
County.

At a luncheon prior to 
the performance, Camp 
Bethel Director Barry 
LeNoir recognized the 
“fi ne group of students” 
from William Byrd and 
their adult leadership.

Plybon thanked, in 
particular, Assistant Di-
rector Denise Aspell, 

See Band Camp, page 5

Debbie Adams
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Haley Has It For Less...
                For Vinton!

1530 Courtland Road NE,

$100 Off Your Best Deal!

Haley Toyota
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Ponds
 6. “Unbelievable” musicians
 9. Invests in little enterprises
13. Longtime Utah Jazz coach
14. Small sailboat
15. “Luther” actor
16. Round Dutch cheese
17. Detects underwater 
objects
18. Harsh, grating noise
19. Steward
21. Fencing sword
22. Painful places on the body
23. “Sleepless in Seattle” 
actress Ryan
24. Sodium
25. Engineering degree (abbr.)
28. Small lump
29. African antelope
31. Electronic point of sale
33. Carefully chooses
36. Ringworm

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

38. Unrefi ned
39. Drenches
41. Type of pants
44. Son of Noah
45. Spiritual being
46. Upton Sinclair novel
48. Journalist Tarbell
49. Atomic #21 (abbr.)
51. Born  of
52. Rich tapestry
54. S. China seaport
56. Being without clothes
60. Surrounded by
61. Remains
62. Away from wind
63. Dried-up
64. One who can see the 
future
65. A very large body of 
water
66. Digs up earth
67. Type of screen
68. Old Norse poet

CLUES DOWN
 1. Millisecond
 2. Spanish city
 3. Sudden, very loud sound
 4. Type of chair
 5. Tin
 6. Sea eagles
 7. Broad volcanic crater
 8. Some animals have it
 9. Ottoman palaces
10. Divulge a secret
11. “A Doll’s House” playwright
12. “It’s a Wonderful Life” director
14. Poisonous perennial
17. Gulf in the Aegean
20. Clothes
21. Chairs
23. Family of regulator genes
25. NY ballplayer
26. Impressive in size or scope
27. Jacques __, Fr. biologist
29. Manhattanite
30. Genus of lemurs

32. Sings to
34. River in southern Italy
35. Supplemented with 
diffi culty
37. Farewell
40. Senior offi cer
42. Utah resident
43. Begets
47. Boy
49. Violently break
50. Brief appearance
52. Expressed pleasure
53. A light informal meal
55. Fabric with smooth 
fi nish
56. One billionth of a 
second (abbr.)
57. Ancient Greek City
58. Close tightly
59. Commit
61. A way to communicate 
(abbr.)
65. Heavy metal

Williams Carpet 
Cleaning

“I am the slowest carpet 
cleaner in the 

Roanoke Valley.”

“I will give your carpet 
the time and attention it 
deserves to produce the 
best results possible.”

School Board votes no on requires masks for elementary 
students, receives updates on WBHS renovation project

“Déjà vu” is the term 
that describes the Roa-
noke County School Board 
meeting on August 3. Th e 
discussion that took place 
in the opening moments 
of the meeting was reminis-
cent of issues discussed dur-
ing the pandemic–masks, 
quarantining, and social 
distancing–issues that most 
were hoping were in the 
past with the opening of a 
new school year.

Assistant Superinten-
dent of Administration Dr. 
Rhonda Stegall presented 
her usual report to the 
board on COVID statistics, 
which were somewhat dis-
couraging with the number 
of new cases trending up in 
the area in recent weeks. 

Th e Roanoke-Alleghany 
Health dDistrict recorded 
371 new COVID-19 cases 
in the week of July 18-24, 
bringing the local rate of 
transmission back up to 
high. Of those hospitalized 
with COVID, 81% were 
unvaccinated. Th e vac-
cination rate for Roanoke 
County currently indicates 
69% of adults have had at 
least one dose; 47.8% of 
children ages 12-18 have 
been vaccinated.

Stegall reiterated her 
belief that masking and so-
cial distancing reduced the 
impact of COVID on the 
Roanoke County school 
system, allowing schools to 
operate on a hybrid sched-
ule for much of the last 
school year, before return-
ing to full in-person learn-
ing at the end of the year.

She explained current 
quarantine protocols and 
updates to the Roanoke 
County Public Schools 
Health Plan. Students will 
return to eating in school 
cafeterias rather in their 
classrooms this year. Water 
fountains will be fl ushed 
and ready for use, although 
students will be urged to 
bring water bottles to fi ll, 
rather than drinking from 
the fountains. Buses and 
schools will have extra 
masks to accommodate 

students. Masks are re-
quired on school buses due 
to federal mandate. Visitors 
will be limited during sub-
stantial and high transmis-
sion levels.

Stegall presented mask 
recommendations being 
considered during substan-
tial and high transmission 
levels: masks to be worn 
indoors for students in 
PK-6 grades who are cur-
rently unable to be vacci-
nated; all students and staff  
grades PK-12 would be 
encouraged to wear masks 
indoors; masks would not 
be necessary outdoors dur-
ing recess or physical edu-
cation, athletic practices or 
events; visitors in schools 
would be limited; athletic 
and extracurricular activi-
ties would follow the most 
updated RCPS Athletic 
Plan. 

During moderate and 
low transmission levels, 
masks would be at the dis-
cretion of parents or staff ; 
unvaccinated students and 
staff  PK-12 would be en-
couraged to wear masks.

School Superintendent 
Dr. Ken Nicely stated that 
masks for grades PK-6 
could be a preventative 
measure, “keeping kids in 
school.”

A discussion ensued 
among School Board 
members resulting in in-
terim board member David 
Wymer (Catawba District) 
making a motion to require 
masks be worn by students 
in grades K-5 to reduce 
transmissions and thus re-
duce the need for quaran-
tining larger numbers of 
students causing them to 
miss in-person instruction-
al time. Wymer said that 
the school system needs to 
prepare to minimize the 
time out of school with the 
goal of opening schools and 
keeping them open to as 
many students as possible 
each day. He asked how 
far the board was willing to 
go in risking the health of 
students and staff  when a 
mask requirement is “some-
thing we can control” and 
a way to protect individual 
students.

His motion was sec-
onded by board member 
Mike Wray (Cave Spring 
representative). When the 
vote was taken, Wymer 
and Wray voted in favor 
of requiring masks for the 
elementary grades; Tim 
Greenway (Vinton’s rep-
resentative), David Lin-
den (Hollins), and Jason 
Moretz (Windsor Hills) 
voted against the required 
wearing of masks in the 
lower grades—at least for 
the time being. Chairman 
Moretz said that he would 
like to see the most up-to-
date statistics before mak-
ing a decision.

With data on new cases 
updated each Wednesday, 
plans could change before 
schools reopen on Th urs-
day, August 12. 

Prior to the vote, Green-
way noted that he “has skin 
in the game” since he has a 
nephew and two grandchil-
dren in Roanoke County 
schools. His nephew has 
diffi  culty wearing a mask 
due to asthma; he doesn’t 
want his grandchildren, 
who will be kindergarten 
and fi rst grade, to have to 
wear masks.

Th e lengthy discussion 
included diff ering and con-
fl icting guidelines from the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol (CDC) and the Virgin-
ia Department of Health 
(VDH) and the Virginia 
Department of Education 
(VDOE). Th e CDC is en-
couraging a mask require-
ment indoors on a national 
level when transmission 
rates are high. Th e VDH 
and VDOE have left the 
decision up to the locality.

It was noted that mem-
bers of the Virginia School 
Health Advisory Board are 
recommending mask man-
dates at least for preschool 
through sixth grade stu-
dents, and possibly all stu-
dents if statistics indicate 
the need.

Board members men-
tioned emails and messages 
they have received from 
parents on both sides of 
the issue. Suggestions were 
off ered that parents be 
surveyed to make the deci-

PHOTO  COURTESY OF RCPS
Learning cottages to be used as classrooms during the William Byrd High School 
renovation project await power from AEP.

sion and that it should be a 
“community decision.”

In other business, Direc-
tor of Facilities and Opera-
tions Chris Lowe updated 
School Board on progress 
with the William Byrd 
High School renovation 
project. Learning cottages 
have been installed in the 
back parking lot at WBHS 
during the summer to ac-
commodate relocation of 
24 classrooms during the 
renovations. He expects 
a fi nal inspection on the 
installation on Friday or 
Monday.

After the cottages pass 
the fi nal inspection, teach-
ers may begin setting up 
their classrooms in the 
learning cottages, most 
likely on Monday. Th e 
main struggle with the cot-
tages has been obtaining 
power from AEP.

Lowe told the board 
that staffi  ng issues with 
AEP have delayed connec-
tion of power to the cot-
tages. He expects poles and 
transformers to be installed 
on August 4 with power 
hooked up by August 5 
or 6, and furniture to be 
moved in on August 6.

When asked what would 
happen in a worst case sce-
nario if AEP did not have 
the power hooked up on 
time for the opening of 

school on August 12, Lowe 
said there were two options 
to consider—move the fur-
niture from the learning 
cottages back to the class-
rooms (where no renova-
tion is going on as of yet) or 
delay opening for Byrd stu-
dents by a couple of days, as 
was done during the Cave 
Spring High School reno-
vation project.

Lowe told the board that 
“we are at the mercy of oth-
ers; thankfully, kids and 
teachers are adaptable.” 

In other business, Fi-
nance Director Susan Peter-
son presented information 
on COVID-19 funding. A 
public hearing will be held 
at the School Board meet-
ing on August 12 to solicit 
public comments on how 
to use the funds which have 
been or will be received by 
the school system as a result 
of the pandemic. Th e Par-
ent Advisory Council, the 
Employee Advisory Com-
mittee, and school prin-
cipals will also be making 
recommendations.

She reminded board 
members that all students 
will receive free meals at 
breakfast and lunch during 
the 2021-2022 school year 
due to federal funding.

Peterson also detailed the 
upcoming Virginia Public 
School Authority (VPSA) 

Fall Bond in the amount of 
$22,440,000 which will be 
used to fi nance the William 
Byrd High School renova-
tion project. Th e Roanoke 
County Board of Supervi-
sors must apply for the fi -
nancing bonds.

Lowe made a brief pre-
sentation on the Burton 
Center for Arts and Tech-
nology (BCAT) building 
footprint. RRMM Archi-
tects fi rm was asked to pre-
pare conceptual footprints 
for a new BCAT. Lowe 
presented two concepts 
(still being refi ned)—one 
compact (with two lev-
els) and one “sprawling.” 
Both would occupy about 
215,000 square feet. Th e 
compact model would re-
quire 21 acres of land to 
be feasible; the sprawling 
model would require about 
32 acres. Both allow oppor-
tunities for future growth 
and fl exible spaces.

Later in the meeting and 
then in closed session, the 
board considered several 
properties for the BCAT 
project, including the Po-
age Farm, which the school 
system already owns.

Further discussion on 
the BCAT project will take 
place at a joint meeting of 
the School Board and the 
Board of Supervisors on 
August 12.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

the on-going mergers of 
other financial institu-
tions in our market area, 
we are pleased to be ex-

panding our services and 
footprint as the largest 
community bank head-
quartered in the Roa-

noke Metropolitan Sta-
tistical Area.”

Paula E. Robins  is 
serving as the Vinton Of-
fice Assistant Vice Presi-
dent and Branch Manag-
er. She has over 39 years 
of banking experience 
and was previously the 
branch manager at the 
bank’s Peters Creek and 
Bonsack/460 offices. 

Robins is a member 
of the Order of Eastern 
Star, a group of dedicated 
women donating their 
time to community pro-
grams, and has been ac-
tive in the area’s various 
chambers of commerce. 
She grew up in Salem 
and Roanoke County 
and currently resides in 
Roanoke City with her 
husband Reggie.

The grand opening 
event will involve a for-
mal ribbon cutting with 
the Vinton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m. August 
19, along with activities 
throughout the day in-
cluding, giveaways and 
the presentation of a 
Cat’s Meow® replica for 
the new location.

The public is welcome 
to attend the festivities 
which will run through 
about 2 p.m. The bank 
will be open normal busi-
ness hours that day. 

Bank of Botetourt was 
chartered in 1899 and op-
erates 13 retail offices in 
Botetourt, Rockbridge, 
Roanoke, and Franklin 
counties and the City of 
Salem. Bank of Botetourt 
also operates a mortgage 
division, Virginia Moun-
tain Mortgage, and a fi-
nancial services division, 
Botetourt Wealth Man-
agement. 

Bank of Botetourt plans ribbon cutting for Vinton branch on August 19

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BANK OF BOTETOURT
The Vinton branch of Bank of Botetourt will celebrate its 
grand opening with a ribbon-cutting ceremony on 
August 19.

Bank of Botetourt 
has announced that 
the grand opening for 
its newest office in the 
Town of Vinton will 
take place on Thursday, 
August 19. 

The new office is lo-
cated at 410 South Pol-
lard Street and is approx-

imately 2,700 square 
feet. 

Services include an 
ATM with deposit ca-
pabilities, a drive-thru, 
and night deposit. The 
Bank’s mortgage com-
pany, Virginia Mountain 
Mortgage and financial 
services division, Bote-

tourt Wealth Manage-
ment, will also be avail-
able from this location.

“We are excited to 
be in the Town of Vin-
ton and look forward to 
working with the resi-
dents and community,” 
said President and CEO 
G. Lyn Hayth III. “With 



Thursday, August 5, 2021 • The Vinton Messenger • Page 3 www.ourvalley.org

Th is year’s Roanoke College recipient of 
the Briethaupt Scholarship for the Schol-
arly Study of Literature in English is Carly 
Graybill of Vinton. 

Th e English and Communications 
Studies faculty makes the student recom-
mendation annually. 

To be considered, he/she must have 
maintained at least a cumulative academ-
ic average of 3.2. Other requirements are 
based on additional student achievement 
records at the end of the previous fall term. 

Th is specifi c Briethaupt Scholarship “is 
awarded to a student who has demonstrat-
ed a lively aptitude for the scholarly study 

of literature in English.”
Graybill is a 2018 William Byrd gradu-

ate who plans to pursue her Master’s De-
gree after graduation from Roanoke Col-
lege next spring in 2022. She looks forward 
to a teaching career in the Roanoke area. 

“Teachers have had a huge impact on 
my life both academically and personally 
over the years, and as a result of their amaz-
ing guidance and encouragement, I want 
to share that knowledge and enthusiasm 
with future students,” Graybill said.  

A Literary Studies major with a minor in 
Secondary Education, Carly is the daugh-
ter of Matt and Mandy Graybill of Vinton.

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS

APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

AUCTION
REAL ESTATE

*Early Offers Considered/Call for Appt.*
PERSONAL PROPERTY

Go to www.nicelysauctionco.com for all info!
254 Spring Meadow Ln., Buchanan, Va. 24066

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14:  9:00AM!!!
Real Estate: This beautiful property consists of 25+ acres, half cleared, with a
3933sf home (3 living areas w/a total of 5 bdrms, 4.5 baths, 3 kitchens++). 
Includes a Main House w/ a full basement (½ finished) as well as a 
“Mother In Law” style house. New heat pump, well & septic and includes a 
barn & shed. Partial Personal Property listing:  German Lugar P-08 9mm #1761g, 
Colt 1911 Land Lease 45cal. #910751, US Carbine 30cal. Saginaw Arms #3372925, 
Safeside Tactical AR Mod ST-15 5.56cal. ATP-02745+ a dozen more, Canopy gun 
safe, 2008 Club Car Go Cart (gas), 2003 Honda Rancher ATV, 3 Reel slot machines, 
LR-DR-Office furniture, crocks,  James Bama framed prints, Craftsman 54” riding 
mower, numerous hand & power tools + TONS MORE!!!!
DIRECTIONS:  220 N/S, turn onto Timber Ridge Rd., follow 5mi., look for signs. 
TERMS OF SALE: Personal Property: Cash, check or charge (proc. fees apply) day of 
sale and picture ID required.  All items sold ABSOLUTE.  Announcements day of sale take 
precedence over printed material.  Food will be provided by Mill Creek Baptist Church. 
Auction held under tent-bring a chair! Real Estate: 10% down day of sale, balance on 
delivery of deed within 45 days.  Sold subject to owner confirmation.     

NO BUYER’S PREMIUM!!
Sale conducted for the Fred & Joyce Christie Estate by NICELY’S AUCTION CO.

Brandon Nicely - Auctioneer #2620Va.   Mike Jeffries – Auctioneer #4073Va.
425 Soldiers Retreat Rd., Eagle Rock, Va.  24085

540/968-0962    540/968-2568

Congratulations to Mon-
tana Vest. Montana just grad-
uated from VCU with high 
honors and chemistry degree. 
He had a 3.5 average. In four 
more years he will be able to 
practice as a pharmacist. Mon-
tana is the son of Nicole and 
Scott Vest and grandson of 
Melanie Vest. 

The Barker baby is already 

well loved! Tori Slusher and 
Josh Barker and baby Kennedy 
have been “showered” with love 
over the last couple of weeks. 
First, Gigi Kim Barker and 
Aunt Abbey Halderman held 
a shower at the Vinton Moose 
Lodge. Those celebrating were 
Kay Pearson, Janine Peterson, 
Helen Hastings, Shawna Kotz, 
Carsyn Kotz, Patricia Buckley, 

Sarah Bixby, Brooklyn Mills, 
Miranda Dove, Kay Slusher, 
MiMi Mindy Campbell.

The second “showering” 

was hosted by Mimi Mindy 
Camper (Tori’s mother), Leigh 
Wingo and Mea Vaughan at 
Mea’s beautiful home. Those 
celebrating were Ashlee Span-
gler, Brittany Bennett, Alli-
son Brown, Gigi Kim Barker 
(Josh’s mom), Gabby Justice, 
Lisa Whorley, Sarah Aesy, 
Taylor Holmann, Danielle 
Ingram, Bonita Ingram Tessa, 

Kassidy and Teresa Hill, Chey-
enne Carpenter, Olivia Ad-
ams, Holly Carpenter, Jensen 
Roberts, Jillian Nancy, Kesli 
Wright, Carrie Horn, Val-
erie Cook, and Kay Slusher. 
Kennedy will definitely be 
a fashionista! Tori will have 
to change her outfits several 
times a day! September, hurry 
up! 

Angie
Chewning
Filling in for Bootie

Graybill receives 
Briethaupt Scholarship

Carly Graybill

undertaken by the Moose, 
whose motto is “Moose Care; 
Moose Share.” It is also the 
primary supporter of Special 
Olympics softball and its na-
tionwide tournament each 
year. 

Vinton Police Chief Fa-
bricio Drumond thanked the 
Moose for the donation of 
dozens of the Tommy Moose 
stuff ed animals, and all of the 
Moose contributions to the 
Vinton community, saying 
he looks forward to work-
ing with the Moose in more 
projects. 

“We are blessed to have 
this relationship,” said 
Drumond.

Moose Dale Barker said 
that the organization is hap-
py to support the commu-
nity on National Night Out 
and wants to build off  the 
National Night Out presen-
tation.

Th e welfare of children 
and youth has always been 
a main focus of the Moose 
fraternity. Th e organization 
operates Mooseheart Child 
City and School, a 1,000-
acre campus near Chicago to 
care for children and teens in 
need. Moose also established 
Moosehaven, a 70-acre re-
tirement community near 
Jacksonville, Fla., to care for 
the elderly.

Th e Moose has partnered 
with the Virginia-based Safe 
Surfi n’ Foundation to pro-
mote Internet safety for chil-
dren. Th e group has expand-
ed its program to furnish law 
enforcement with computer 
equipment to pursue Inter-
net predators, along with bal-
listic vests to protect offi  cers. 

Th e organization is a 
strong proponent of the EZ 
Child ID program which 
provides parents with an 
electronic fi le of personal 
information, electronic fi n-
gerprints, photographs, and 
a video fi le of their children, 
readily available to law en-
forcement if a child is lost or 
abducted.

Th e local Moose Lodge 
hopes to add the EZ Child 
ID program to next year’s 
National Night Out event.

Th e Moose were also a big 
part of the success of this past 
year’s highly successful and 
acclaimed Christmas Crawl, 
which replaced the annual 
Vinton Christmas Parade 
due to the pandemic. Mem-
bers of the Moose Lodge 
and the “Sassy Sisters of the 
Moose” partnered with the 
Vinton Area Chamber of 
Commerce to decorate and 
man a giant sleigh (with Mr. 
and Mrs. Santa and their 
elves), pulled through the 
streets of Vinton to distribute 

gifts to children throughout 
the town.

Th e Sassy Sisters have 
sponsored other community 
service events including pro-
viding Th anksgiving dinners 
for struggling families, col-
lecting food for the Soup for 
Seniors campaign, and are 
currently assembling Goodie 
Bags of back-to-school sup-
plies for area teachers. On 
October 21, they will be 
hosting a “Drive-In” blood 
drive at the Moose Lodge, 
open to the public.

Moose Lodge 1121 and 
the Sassy Sisters plan to part-
ner with Roanoke County 
Schools for their annual 
Breakfast with Santa event 
for special education stu-
dents, preschool through 
high school on December 
3. Th at event is one of many 
held in their banquet hall 
for the benefi t of the com-
munity.

Th e Vinton Moose Fam-
ily Center 1121 was char-
tered on January 3, 1961, 
and recently celebrated the 
60th anniversary.

National Night Out was 
founded in 1984. Th e fi rst 
annual National Night Out 
involved 2.5 million neigh-
bors across 400 communities 
in 23 states. Th is year, it was 

estimated that over 30 mil-
lion participants would take 
part in National Night Out 
across 16,000 communi-
ties from all fi fty states, U.S. 
territories and military bases 
worldwide. In Virginia, 128 
cities and towns signed up to 
participate this year.

Chief Drumond, many 
Vinton Police offi  cers, Vin-
ton Town Council members 
Mayor Brad Grose, Vice 
Mayor Sabrina McCarty, 
and Council members Lau-
rie Mullins, Mike Stovall, 
and Keith Liles, and Phil 
North from the Roanoke 
County Board of Supervisors 
were on hand to talk infor-
mally with citizens. Council 
cancelled the fi rst August 
meeting to attend the annual 
event. Most members of the 
Town of Vinton Leadership 
Team were present as well.

Th ere was a great turn-
out for the 2021 National 
Night Out event in Vinton. 
Th e parking lot was full. Th e 
Vinton Police, with their 
community policing philos-
ophy, are viewed by residents 
and town leaders as a great 
asset to the town, with their 
countless contributions and 
services to the public and 
their visible presence at vir-
tually every town event.

Scouts from Vinton Girl Scout Troop 94 brought treats to distribute to the Vinton 
Police–jars of donut holes–to show their appreciation.

Night Out from page 1

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Vinton Police Lt. Glenn Austin (left) and Vinton Town 
Manager Pete Peters manned the grill at Vinton’s 
National Night Out on August 3.

Brian  Shepherd  of Vinton has been 
named to the 2021 spring quarter 
Dean’s List at Palmer College of Chi-
ropractic’s Florida campus in Port Or-
ange, Fla.

Palmer College of Chiropractic,  the 
fi rst and largest college in the chiroprac-
tic profession, has campuses in Daven-
port, Iowa; San Jose, Calif.; and Port 
Orange, Fla.

Shepherd named to 
Dean’s List at Palmer 
College of Chiropractic
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes 
you to our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself 
to be one of a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environ-
ment of a comfortable lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community 
family. The town, with its proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain 
Lake, provides many opportunities for those who wish to stop and shop at our local 
farmers market or one of our unique specialty shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the 
year from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers 
its own unique atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if 
you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and ameni-
ties located nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; 
small, locally, and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views 
of the mountains and Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling 

of belonging, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conven-
iences that are necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.
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Vinton Historical Society off ers 
online summer auction

Th e Vinton Historical Society has 
an on-line summer auction fundrais-
er through August 11 at 4 p.m. View 
the 20 collectible or useful items 
on https://www.32auctions.com/
vhssummerauction.

Items include crystal, fi ne china, 

a watercolor painting, dolls, a tele-
scope, and decorative glass.

All proceeds will benefi t the vari-
ous Vinton History Museum proj-
ects.

Th e Vinton History Museum is 
located at 210 E. Jackson Avenue in 

Vinton. Th e museum is open Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday, and the fi rst 
Saturday of each month from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

For more information email info@
vintonhistorymuseum.org or (540) 
342-8634.

hair takes on a stylist’s body 
over time; standing 10 or 11 
hours a day is hard on feet, 
legs, shoulders, and arms. 
She has had surgery on both 
shoulders and says her body 
is “saying slow down.”

Mitchell and her hus-
band Joe, who retired about 
two years ago, don’t have big 
plans for retirement other 
than relaxing. Th ey have fi ve 
grandchildren with a great-
grandchild on the way, af-
ter 35 years of marriage this 
month.

Friends, family, and cus-
tomers celebrated her retire-
ment at Salon 121 on July 
29, her last day of work. 

Colleagues say that half 
of the hairstylists in Vinton 
have worked for Mitchell at 
one time or another. Sev-
eral opened their own salons 
due to her infl uence or were 
mentored by her: Angie Bur-
ton with Salon 121, Melissa 
Peregoy with Splittin’ Hairs 
Salon, Carmen Morris with 
Carmen & Co. Hair Studio, 
Reba Spradlin with Reba’s 

Hair and Nails, Dana New-
ell with Hair Th airapy Sa-
lon, and others. 

Mitchell says she was glad 
when each one was able to 
strike out on their own and 
open their own business. 
She showed the ropes to 
those who showed prom-
ise through the years, even 
creating a booklet of rules, 
guidelines, and suggestions. 
She leased space to hairstyl-
ists at Best Little Hair House 
so each one learned to run 
their own small business 
there, and then transferred 
those skills to running their 
own larger businesses when 
they were ready.

Cindy Ring, who has 
been best friends with 
Mitchell since childhood, 
said Mitchell has been there 
through every crisis in her 
life and through all the good 
times as well. “She’s been like 
a sister to me,” Ring said. 

Mitchell was Ring’s hair-
dresser when they were 
teenagers and the subject of 
some experiments. She said 

that on one occasion Mitch-
ell was waxing her eyebrows, 
got the wax too hot, and 
removed some skin in the 
process. Another time, she 
ended up with “Lucille Ball 
orange hair” in a hair color-
ing session gone wrong.

Ring says while Mitchell 
has always been a lot of fun, 
she is also the one you can 
depend on in hard times. 

“When you come in the 
door [at the salon], your 
mood changes when you see 
Pam,” Ring said. “Even if she 
feels bad, she doesn’t com-
plain; she listens to everyone 
else’s problems. She always 
has time for others. She is 
the type of person who never 
says ‘no.’ She has been a great 
supporter of the community 
as well.”

Betty Durham Cash has 
also been friends with Mitch-
ell since middle school. 
Th ey have worked together 
on and off  throughout the 
years. She remembers when 
Mitchell opened the fi rst 
Hair House, “a tiny, little 

place but she made it so suc-
cessful. She has a great work 
ethic. Pam is a people person 
and customer oriented. She 
makes all her customers feel 
special, like they are the only 
customer she has, and treats 
them like her best friend. 
She bends over backwards 
for special requests. Custom-
ers keep coming back and 
refer others. She genuinely 
cares about people. She re-
fuses to fail, and always did.”

Angie Burton spent 
much of July 29 tearful over 
Mitchell’s retirement. She 
worked at the Best Little 
Hair House for 13 years be-
fore going out on her own. 
“She’s been like a Mama 
to me,” Burton said. “Pam 
taught me a lot, just watch-
ing her. She took me under 
her wing and showed me 
how to run a business. She 
believed in me when I didn’t 
believe in myself—’you’re a 
leader,’ she told me. She is 
the most caring, loving per-
son I know. Pam will always 
have my heart.”

to have ever met a stranger; 
she is fun; she is feisty; she is 
unfi ltered much of the time; 
and she is family focused. 
Th e atmosphere, according 
to those who have known 
her since her basement sa-
lon days, is one of friendship 
and family.

When the fi rst Best 
Little Hair House opened, 
there were fi ve employees, 
including Mitchell. By the 
time she sold the business 
in 2008, she was up to 17 
employees. In 2019, Mitch-
ell sold the building itself, 
which now houses an insur-
ance company.

When she sold her busi-
ness, she didn’t retire. She 
began working for Angie 
Burton at Salon 121 on Jef-
ferson Street in Vinton in 
2013. Burton had worked 
for her at the Best Little 
Hair House until she went 
out on her own. 

“She was my boss, and 
then I was her boss,” said 
Burton, who moved her 
business to the beautiful 
Vinyard home on Niagara 
Road in 2014. Mitchell 
moved with her.

As for why she is fi nally 
retiring now, Mitchell says 
it’s because of the toll doing 

Hairstylist from page 1

Pam Mitchell opened her first Best Little Hair House in 
Vinton in a tiny space on Hardy Road in 1984.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Mitchell’s goal was to build her own hair salon from the ground up. The second Best Little Hair House in Vinton 
was located on Hardy Road near the entrance to the Wolf Creek Greenway.

Hairstylist Pam Mitchell (right) is shown with Angie Burton, owner of Salon 121. 

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Hairstylist Pam Mitchell (center) is shown with her lifelong best friends Betty 
Durham Cash (left) and Cindy  Ring at her retirement party.
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TOWN OF VINTON NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
AND INVITATION TO BID

PROPOSED GRANTING OF TWO EASEMENTS TO ROANOKE GAS COMPANY 
TO CONSTRUCT, INSTALL, OPERATE, REPAIR, REPLACE AND MAINTAIN A 

GAS LINE (WITH APPLIANCES AND ACCESSORIES USEFUL AND NECESSARY 
IN CONNECTION THEREWITH) OVER, UNDER, THROUGH AND ACROSS THE 

LAND IN THE TOWN OF VINTON, VIRGINIA AND INVITATION TO BID

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 15.2-2100 et seq., of the 1950 Code of 
Virginia, as amended, the Town Council of the Town of Vinton, Virginia, here-
by gives notice of a public hearing to be held on Tuesday, August 17, 2021 at 
6:00 p.m. or immediately thereafter, in the Council Chambers of the Vinton 
Municipal Building, 311 South Pollard Street, Vinton, Virginia.

The purpose of the public hearing is to consider approving an Ordinance 
proposing to grant two easements to Roanoke Gas Company to construct, 
install, operate, repair, replace, and maintain a gas pipeline (with appliances 
and accessories useful and necessary in connection therewith) over, under, 
through and across 2121 and 2131 Cardinal Park Drive (Tax ID No. 071.07-
03-04.00-000 and 071.11-01-01.00-0000) (“Property”)  in the Town of Vinton, 
Virginia.  The Property is owned jointly by the Town of Vinton and Roanoke 
County, Virginia. 
 
In addition, the Town shall publicly receive bids for the proposed easements 
from other providers.  Interested parties shall submit bids in writing by 4:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, August 17, 2021 to Susan N. Johnson, Town Clerk, 311 South 
Pollard Street, Vinton, Virginia. Any bids will be opened in public session and 
marked for identification by the Town Clerk. The cost of this advertisement 
shall be paid by the town which shall be reimbursed by the company to 
whom the easements are granted. The town shall have the right to reject any 
and all bids and reserves this right in the advertisement.

Any additional information concerning this public meeting is available in the 
Town Manager’s Office, located in the Vinton Municipal Building, (540) 983-
0607.  Persons requiring special assistance to attend and participate at this 
public meeting should contact the Town Manager’s office at (540) 983-0607. 

Susan N. Johnson, CMC, Town Clerk

It takes the support of 
band families to help all 
the pieces fall in place for 
performances and to raise 
funds for band activities. 
Band Booster offi  cers for 
2021-2022 are:

• President Suzanne 
Bowser

• Vice President Troy 
Ham

• Treasurer Heather 
Wray

• Secretary Amy Trog-
don

• Fundraising Coordi-
nator Erica Jones

Th e Marching Terriers 
roster for this year in-
cludes:

• Flutes: Emily Wilm-

er, Lake Paul, Maggie 
Parkhurst, Reagan Dil-
lard

• Clarinet: Takenya 
Brown, Callie Lusk, Ja-
cob Schult, Kassidy Wrye

• Bass Clarinet: Elijah 
Dillon

• Alto Sax: Ellie Mc-
Cormack, Isaac Fedor, 
Aidan Williams

• Tenor Sax: Hunter 
Burns, Latriva Pierce, 
Becca Radford

• Trumpet: Griffi  n 
Yakob, Landon Bruner, 
Xavier Vaughn, Tyler 
Banks, Johnathan Ham, 
Annabelle Moore, Hunt-
er Muddiman, Matthew 
Kalb

The brass section includes (top row, left to right) Bennett Burger, Sage Kushman, 
Catie Harless, Nathan Miller, Jake Blevins, Sam Ferris, Kyle Colvin, Holly Mills, 
Caleb Drewery, Conner Colgan, Daniel Letz, Charlie Trogdon, Jonah Bowser; and 
(bottom row, left to right) Xavier Vaughan, Annabelle Moore, Hunter Muddiman, 
Johnathan Ham, Griffin Yakob, Matthew Kalb, Tyler Banks, Thomas McGregor, 
Claire Wray, and Kaylynn Wilson.

Members of the Marching Terriers Color Guard include: (top row, left to right) Bailey 
Burger, Ema Fay, Coach Keagan Vickers, Emily Jones, Faith Smith; (bottom row, left 
to right) Riley Helmintoller, Allysen Morgan, Genna Paul and Jason Cox.

This year’s drum line  includes (left to right) Jonathan Farmer, Jackson Powell, 
Dylan Price, Tre Cossaboon, Aiden Eline, Mary Wray, and Logan Brown.

This year’s Marching Terriers percussion section includes (top row, left to right) 
Jonathan Farmer, Jackson Powell, Dylan Price, Tre Cossaboon, Aiden Eline, Mary 
Wray, and Logan Brown; and (front row, left to right) Kaiden Schuder, Zepp Shelor, 
Cadin Byrd, Ashton Kanode, Naveah Davilla, and Corinna Pittenger.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The Marching Terriers woodwinds section includes: (top row, left to right) Isaac Fedor, Aidan Williams, Elijah Dillon, Jacob Schult, Kassidy 
Wrye, Takenya Brown, Hunter Burns, Latriva Pierce, Becca Radford; (bottom row, left to right) Lake Paul, Maggie Parkhurst, Reagan Dillard, 
and Callie Lusk.

Band Camp from page 1

• Mellophone: Bennett 
Burger

• Trombone: Sage 
Kushman, Holly Mills, 
Conner Colgan, Caleb 
Drewery, Daniel Letz, 
Nathan Miller, Charles 
Trogdon, Catie Harless

• Baritone: Th omas 
McGregor, Claire Wray, 
Kaylynn Wilson

• Tuba; Sam Ferris, Ja-
cob Blevins, Kyle Colvin, 
Jonah Bowser (Drum Ma-
jor), Annika Hoagland

• Battery: Logan 
Brown, Mary Wray, Jack-
son Powell, Dylan Price, 
Jonathan Farmer, Treveon 
Cossaboon, Aiden Eline

• Front Ensemble: Ca-
din Byrd, Naveah Davila, 
Kaiden Schuder, Zepp 
Shelor, Corrina Pittenger, 
Ashton Kanode

• Color Guard: Emily 
Jones, Genevieve Paul, 
Allysen Morgan, Ri-
ley Helmintoller, Bailey 
Burger, Ema Fay, Faith 

Smith, Jason Cox

Band Booster President 
Suzanne Bowser, Col-
or Guard Coach Kea-
gan Vickers, Percussion 
Coach DeWayne Peters, 
Band Booster Fundraising 
Coordinator Erica Jones, 
and all the parents who 
supported their students. 
Some of the parents took 
vacation time to assist 
with band camp. Plybon 
also introduced the band 
parents to the program 
for the 2021 marching 
season.

“Th is year’s program, 
entitled ‘Escape from the 
Mind,’ has three selec-
tions,” explained Plybon. 
“Th e opening music is 
about being ‘Trapped’ 
in our minds with our 
thoughts and at times 
we all just want to ‘Es-
cape!’ Th is is something 
we all can understand. 
Th e second selection is 
about ‘Escaping into the 
Clouds’ and leaving all 
our troubles and worries 
behind. Th e third selec-
tion is about ‘Love at First 
Sight’ or ‘I can’t get them 
out of my mind!’”

Student band offi  cers 
this year are:

• Jonah Bowser, Corps 
Commander and Drum 
Major

• Johnathan Ham, 
Brass Captain

• Latriva Pierce, Wood-
wind Captain

• Tre Cossaboon, Per-
cussion Captain

• Ema Fay, Color 
Guard Captain



Page 6 • Thursday, August 5, 2021 • The Vinton Messenger www.ourvalley.org

VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. 
Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Ser-
vice, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Con-
temporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 
6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is 
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of Eck-
ankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 
Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. 
James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 
10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@ve-
rizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bi-
ble Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 
Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-

mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev. 
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Vinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
Directory

DILIGENCE
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be 

perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
                                          2 Timothy 3:16-17 (KJV)

Shy away from scripture 
because it makes you 
aware of your faults? 
While it does do that, 
it also identifies what 

we can do to set things 
right. Along with reproof 
and correction, the Bible 

teaches us in the way 
of the righteous and the 
forgiveness of Christ.

Time to ‘Load the Bus for Kids’ August 6-8 at area Walmarts
Roanoke County Public Schools 

is joining with Roanoke City, Salem 
City, and Craig County Public Schools 
to “Load the Bus for Kids.”  Th ey’ll be 
collecting school supplies for students 
in need across the Roanoke Valley now 
through Virginia’s Tax-Free Weekend, 
August 6-8.

Come out to any of the Roanoke Val-
ley Walmart stores (in Bonsack, Clear-
brook, Salem and Valley View) to donate 
school supplies for students who might 
not be able to aff ord the tools they need 
to be successful in school.  Supplies will 

be collected at the registers and at bins in 
each store throughout the day.

Th e school divisions will be accept-
ing donations of back-to-school supplies 
and/or monetary donations for students 
in need.   Any money collected at the 
event will be used to purchase school 
supplies.   Every item and every cent of 
your donations will go to help students 
in need.

What kind of supplies are needed?
Th ey need backpacks, glue sticks, 

notebooks, 3-ring binders, crayons, col-
ored pencils, notebook paper (college and 

wide-ruled), pens, pencils, highlighters, 
rulers, folders, scissors, and construction 
paper.   Th ey also need classroom items 
like tissues, hand sanitizer, printer paper, 
dry erase markers and more.

Th e offi  cial hours that volunteers will 
be at the stores and a bus will be on site 
are:

• Aug. 6: 3-7 p.m.
• Aug 7:  9 a.m.-6 p.m.
• Aug 8:  Noon-6 p.m.

However, anyone can put donations 
in the bin located in each store at any 

time if Load the Bus representatives are 
not on site at that particular time.

“Each year, thousands of children 
across the Roanoke Valley begin school 
without the supplies they need to be suc-
cessful,” said Roanoke County Public 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Ken Nicely. 
“Walmart is teaming up with area school 
systems to work together to provide the 
tools our children need in school.  Every 
single donation will help a student learn 
and achieve, especially this year when so 
many families are in need because of the 
pandemic.”

Roanoke Valley Greenway 
Coordinator hired

Th e Roanoke Valley Greenway 
Commission is pleased to an-
nounce that Frank Maguire has 
accepted the position as Roanoke 
Valley Greenway Coordinator ef-
fective Monday, Aug. 30.

Th e Roanoke Valley Greenway 
Commission was formally estab-
lished in 1997 by the City of Roa-
noke, the City of Salem, the Town 
of Vinton, and the County of Ro-
anoke. Botetourt County joined 
the Commission in 2016.  

Maguire is currently the Trails 

& Recreation Program Director 
for the Pennsylvania Environmen-
tal Council where he helps com-
munities envision, plan and imple-
ment their regional trail priorities. 
He has held this position since 
2015.  

Prior to this, Maguire was the 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Director 
for the International Mountain 
Bicycling Association.

Janet Scheid, chair of the Roa-
noke Valley Greenway Commis-
sion, said that Maguire “was cho-

sen from a fi eld of highly qualifi ed 
candidates and will bring a great 
base of experience and vision to 
the position”.  

Maguire said he is excited to be-
gin this new chapter of his career 
and looks forward to working with 
the Greenway Commission, trail 
volunteers, the local governments 
and their staff s and the citizens of 
the Roanoke Valley to expand and 
enhance the greenway experience. 

For further information, see 
www.greenways.org.  

Last Sunday while driv-
ing back from North Caro-
lina, our family ended up 
stuck in traffi  c on Interstate 
81. It took almost an hour 
to make our way through 
it and continue our jour-
ney home. Once we fi nally 
reached the sight of the ac-
cident, to our surprise, none 
of the wreckage was on our 
side of the road. Not only 
had the collision itself oc-
curred on the opposite side 
of the interstate, but all of 
the damaged cars, emergen-
cy vehicles, and tow trucks 
were all on I-81 South. 
Our side, I-81 North, was 

completely clear. After an 
hour-long delay, what we 
discovered was that the en-
tire traffi  c jam was caused 
by nothing other than rub-
bernecking.

Th e term “rubberneck-
ing” can be traced back 
to the late 1800s. It was 
fi rst associated with tour 
groups in large cities, such 
as New York City. Like 
tour groups today, tourists 
would crowd onto wagons, 
buses, and trains, and listen 
to a tour-guide speaking 
through a megaphone as 
they drove around the city. 
During these tours, tour-

‘Rubbernecking’
From the Pulpit

ists could be seen stretch-
ing their necks outside the 
locomotive to see what the 
tour guide was describing. 
By the turn of the century, 
these groups were referred 
to by locals as “rubberneck-
ing tours.” 

Today, though the term 
“rubbernecking” can be 
used in a variety of contexts; 
typically it is used to de-
scribe distracted drivers—
drivers who stretch their 
necks out to their right and 
left, paying little attention 
to the road in front of them. 
As a result, their distracted-
ness can create more than a 
traffi  c jam; rubbernecking 
itself is a major cause of ac-
cidents.

I think that’s why the au-
thor of Hebrews instructed 
early Christians to con-
tinue “keeping [their] eyes 
fi xed on Jesus, the pioneer 
and perfecter of faith (He-
brews 12:2).” For fi rst cen-
tury Christians, there were 
many distractions to be 
found when trying to fol-
low Christ, whether it was 
the Greek and Roman gods 
and goddesses whose prac-
tices promoted immorality, 
the persecution of the Ro-
man Empire, false proph-
ets claiming Christ’s name 
and distorting his mes-
sage, divisions within the 
church, and the everyday 
busyness of fulfi lling one’s 
duty to one’s family, oc-

cupation, community, and 
nation. As a result, many 
early Christians could be 
found rubbernecking—
stretching their necks out 
to their left and right, pay-
ing more attention to all 
that was happening around 
them than the call of their 
Savior before them. Th ese 
distractions ultimately led 
to all kinds of wrecks, traf-
fi c jams, and delays in their 
journey to Christ.

At times, I think we, too, 
are guilty of rubberneck-
ing. As we seek to follow 
Jesus, it can be easy to get 
so caught up in all that is 
happening around us that 
we miss our Savior before 
us. Maybe that is why Jesus 

said, “Small is the gate and 
narrow the road that leads 
to life, and only a few fi nd 
it (Matthew 7:14).” 

What are the distractions 
in your life today? What 
are the things capturing 
your attention above all else 
that may be preventing you 
from seeing the “author and 
perfecter of faith”? What-
ever these distractions may 
be, let us “run with perse-
verance the race set before, 
keeping our eyes fi xed on 
Jesus,” trusting that he, and 
he alone, is the only road 
that will lead us home.

By The Rev. 
Travis Russell, 

Vinton Baptist Church
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To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355

MAKE AN “A”
IN ADVERTISING!

BOOK YOUR SPOT 
TODAY!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

STATEWIDE  ADS

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

For more information on dates and registration:
https://www.virginiaredistricting.org

Follow Us  @CommissionVa

COMMONWEALTH 
OF VIRGINIA  

REDISTRICTING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Hearings to solicit public comments on the  
drawing of state and congressional legislative districts 

in Virginia.

A total of eight public hearings will be held in  
July and August. Hearings are scheduled regionally 

both in person and virtually. Hearings will be  
livestreamed and archived online

VIRGINIA 
REDISTRICTING

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

Auctions

Affordable Mini 
Storage, LLC 

Yard Sales - Craig 
County

Yard Sale 

Yard Sales - 
Radford City

Multifamily  
Yard Sale 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn Radford 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21-888 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ019381-01-00 

Help Wanted - 
General

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

 
Crew Technician 2-
ECHR 

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

Enrollment Specialist 

Help Wanted - 
General

Immediate 
Counselor 

openings with the 
Life Center of 

Galax.  

Caretaker Needed  

Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

Catholic Church in 
Salem is seeking a 
full-time Business 

Manager

(richmonddiocese.org/offic
e/office-of-human-
resources/?tab=3&sub=2)

dcogut@richmonddiocese
.org

Mill Creek 
Childcare Center 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

OF PROPERTY 
400 Quail Ridge 

Road, Fincastle, VA 
24090 

Tax Map No. 
72(8)28, Parcel No. 

23467 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - City of 
Salem
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House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

401K PLANS
For many individuals, this is their largest asset.

Let us help you protect what you have saved.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target au-
diences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* 

Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 
for MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, 
Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 

solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation serv-
ices available. $0 Down Fi-
nancing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFil-
ter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. 

Call 1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

Never Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! 
Complete Care Home War-
ranty COVERS ALL MA-
JOR SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF   2 

FREE Months! 1-855-677-
4975

HELP WANTED 

HIRING? We can help 
you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and 
Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching job seek-
ers. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto: landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorney-
va.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam 

or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 
or visit  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.Life55plus.info/
vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
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Alumni from the William Byrd 
baseball family gathered at Walthall 
Park last Saturday to participate in a 
home run derby and pay tribute to a 
cherished family member. After the 
home run derby the group surprised 
long time coach Doug Pence by nam-
ing the hitting building in his honor.

The home run derby was the first 
order of business, and it was a good 
one. Bryce Boothe, Neil Zimmerman 
and Dylan Hatfield were the top three 
scorers after one round of a couple 

dozen hitters, advancing to the second 
round. Hatfield and Boothe tied after 
five more swings and went to a three-
swing overtime showdown. Hatfield 
then put two deep into the trees in left 
to win the home run derby.

At that point former coach Gary 
Walthall took over the microphone for 
a heartwarming tribute to Pence, who 
has been with the program for over 
50 years as a coach and volunteer. 
Zimmerman, who recently stepped 
down as coach, and former Terrier 

Nick Baker also took a turn at hon-
oring Pence and it was announced 
a plaque inscribed with, “In honor 
of Doug Pence for his coaching and 
maintenance of our baseball complex 
for parts of 5 decades,” would be 
mounted atop the door of the batting 
building. The batting building was 
designed by Doug and Bob Yost, a 
former Terrier baseball player from 
the Class of 1980.

Pence then took the mic to thank 
family and friends and share a few 

stories of his many years with the 
program. It was also announced that 
Doug has been selected to be inducted 
into the Salem-Roanoke Baseball Hall 
of Fame at their winter banquet. The 
other members of the Class of 2022 
will be announced at a later date.

“We really do have a special 
William Byrd baseball family,” said 
Walthall. “So many great memories 
and lasting friendships. Life is good 
when you spend it with friends and 
family.”

Terriers name batting building in honor of Doug Pence at alumni event

Members of the William Byrd baseball family gather for a group shot after honoring Doug Pence. Front row kneeling (L to R)- Macon Hale (‘17); Ethan Spraker (‘20); J.J. 
Johnson (‘20); Nate Hayes (‘20); Stephen Dean (‘08); Gary Walthall, former coach; Caleb Carawan (‘18);Chuck Spraker (‘94); Dinny Skaff (‘84); Byron St. Clair (‘02); Nick 
Baker-Zimmerman (‘03) and David Crush (‘87). Back row standing (L to R)- Todd Adams (‘92); Bryce Boothe (‘19); Grant Watson (‘17); Brad Greenway (‘05); Dylan Hatfield 
(‘21); Bryson Lutz (‘21); Nathan Sullivan (‘20); Logan Baker (‘20); Ryan Lucas (‘00); Chris Carr (‘94) & former coach; Doug Pence (former coach); Gene Riggs (former coach); 
Steve Dean (‘83); Neil Zimmerman (‘99) & former coach; Brian Jones (‘96); Cody Carawan (‘15); Andrew Minnix (‘09); Keith Gray (‘82); Larry Light (‘87) & coach; Bob Yost ; 
Matt Reynolds (‘92); Kevin Saunders (‘93); Landon Jacobsen (coach); Scott Law (‘87) and Jimmy Dunbar (‘80). PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Neil Zimmerman is stepping down as baseball 
coach at William Byrd after six seasons. He made the 
announcement last week with the end of the season 
baseball banquet scheduled for this week.

“It’s just time,” said Zimmerman. “I have a couple 
kids and they’re getting older. They’re playing sports 
and I’ve missed a lot already. I didn’t want to have 
to choose between baseball and my kids, because if I 
have to choose I’m going to choose the kids.”

Neil leaves with a six season record of 72-59. That 
actually covers seven years, as the 2020 season was 
cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic. The team 
finished 11-4 in an abbreviated 2021 season, losing in 
the Region 3D finals to unbeaten Abingdon in a 2-1 
walkoff victory for the Falcons.

Byrd graduated 11 seniors this year. Among the 
highlights of Zimmerman’s tenure was an upset win 
over Liberty Christian Academy, the favorite to win 
the state, in the 2018 regionals when Byrd fielded a 
team of mostly freshmen and sophomores. That group 
was 27-11 in the past two seasons while missing out 
on the 2020 campaign.

Zimmerman leaves behind a resume few can match 
in the storied Byrd baseball program. He grew up 
playing for outstanding youth teams in Vinton and 
was a sophomore on the 1997 state championship 
Terrier team. After graduating in 1999 he played four 
years at Ferrum College.

Neil started coaching when Anthony Amos asked 
Zimmerman and Steve Sizemore to help on the Byrd 
team of middle school players that was not sanc-
tioned by the school. He continued when the school 
took over the middle school program, then assisted 
Sizemore on the Byrd varsity team when Steve was 
named head coach. He also assisted Chris Carr with 
the varsity and served as jayvee coach before accept-
ing the job as head coach prior to the 2015 season. If 
you cut him, he’d bleed maroon and orange.

“I’ve been here for a long time,” he said. “After a  
while it becomes part of you. I’m not sure how I’m 
going to feel this fall and next spring when I’m not 
a part of this baseball program anymore. It will be 
strange, but I’ll be here to help on the field or with 
whatever the new coach needs me for. I won’t get in 
the way but I’ll be glad to help.”

The Byrd baseball program is like very few in the 
high school ranks. Former coach Gary Walthall main-
tains a roster of former players he periodically e-mails 
with information on the team and the lives of past and 
current players. It truly is a big family.

“You have to realize when you take this job 
you’re not just getting 40 players,” said Zimmerman. 
“You’re also getting 30 years of guys who want to be 
involved with the program. It’s something that will 
always be in your blood and I’m just glad I’ve been 
able to play a small part in it.”

Left, Dylan Hatfield follows through on the swing that clinched the Home Run Derby competition among William Byrd baseball alumni Saturday. Center, former coach 
Gary Walthall congratulates Doug Pence after announcing the hitting building would be named in his honor, and right Pence addresses the crowd. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Zimmerman stepping down as William Byrd baseball coach

Neil Zimmerman pays tribute to Doug Pence at 
Saturday’s event. Neil is resigning after six seasons 
as Terrier baseball coach. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Byrd golfers optimistic
with talent, experience

Kendrick South(left) and Griffin Horacek are returning 
seniors on the Byrd golf team. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

The Botetourt Golf & Swim Club will be the site of the 
Botetourt Metro Golf Tournament on Tuesday of next week, 
with most of the area high schools participating.

This will be the first Metro tournament since the fall of 
2019, as the coronavirus pandemic wiped out the 2020 affair. 
The high school golf season was rescheduled for the spring 
but the Metro was not included due to limits on number of 
schools that were allowed to compete at an event.

This year’s Metro will be only one day instead of the two-
day, 36 hole events of the past. It will be held at the Botetourt 
Golf & Swim Club with the first group teeing off at 10 am. 
William Byrd will be competing in the tournament, which 
will include 20 teams and 108 players.

The Terriers were scheduled to open the season this week 
with a match at Blue Hills, Byrd’s home course. The Terriers 
graduated just one player from last year’s team and will 
return seniors Kendrick South and Griffin Horacek, juniors 
Evan Mullen, Clayton Gilmore and Collin Murtaugh and 
sophomores Nathan Carter and Mattox Wolfe. All have match 
experience and Madelyn Cunningham is a freshman who 
coach Scott Whitehead expects to be competing for a spot in 
the lineup. Other hopefuls include junior Garrett Sexton and 
sophomores Ben Sink and Andrew Kieker.

“I’ll be disappointed if we don’t play better than last year, 
as we have experience in matches and ability as well,” said 
Whitehead. “I’m excited about our team and can’t wait to see 
them compete this fall.” 
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Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.lem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500ng? Call the Virginia Help Lust be 18 or older. Pr

Every week in 2021 we will donate k iEvery week 2021 we will donate $ o a local nonprofital nonprofit1,000 to a
that is providing valuable services in the areas we are located. rovid are located. g valuable services in the areas wices 

Helping those communities around us is at the core of our He re of our e communities around us is at thes around us 
tional philosophy. We truly believe that high tidesoperation es raise allosophy. We truly believe that higtruly believe th

we are determined to add value to the communships and we munitiesre determined to add value to thened to add value 
which we operate.in which we operate.

e charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back, Gives Back,Through the charitable program, Rosie’se program, 
Colonial Downs Group has made l Downs Group has mad monetary and in-kind donations  

of more than $1,348,500 gged over 1,100 service over 1,100 service 1,100 ser, and has logg
rs in Virginia communitiess.n Vihour Virginia com

TOGETHER
WE WIN

$$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS TO52,052 000 IN 52IN 52 WEEKS TO
52 WORTHY CHARITIE5255 ORTHYRTH2 WO CHARITIES

Amanda Nastiuk 
 | West End Center for Youther for Yfor uthWest End Ceest EExecutive Director | W

“West End Center is so grateful for the generosity of our friends teful forul foWe End Center is sCenter i he gen sity of our frien
at Rosie’s! We are proud of the work we do to enrich the lives of the woe wat R sie’s! We are proWe are p we do to enrich the lives of th
the children we serve; thank you for partnering with us to makethe chth hank ildren we serve; we s rtnering with us to make a

nce and strengthen our coand strend s gthen our difference community!”

Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

Football practice opens at ByrdFootball practice opens at Byrd
William Byrd football 
coach Brad Lutz 
welcomed a strong 
turnout of hopefuls last 
Thursday when football 
practice officially opened 
for Virginia High School 
League teams. Top, 
Lutz points to Patterson 
Stadium to make a point 
about what the team 
does on the practice 
field will determine what 
they do on game nights 
when the lights come on. 
Above left, ballcarriers 
go a through a drill to 
prioritize ball safety and, 
above right, lineman 
go through some drills. 
The pads will come on 
this week and Byrd is 
scheduled to scrimmage 
at Glenvar on August 
13 and at home against 
Rockbridge on August 
20 before opening the 
season in Vinton against 
Liberty High on August 
27.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
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