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Haley Has It For Less...
For Vinton!

Haley Toyota

1530 Courtland Road NE,
Roanoke, VA 24012 ¢ 540.345.1666
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Bring this coupon in for
$100 Off Your Best Deal!
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WBMS introduces new faculty and staff for 2021-2022

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

William Byrd Middle School has
welcomed several new faculty and staff
members for the 2021-2022 school
year and moved some returning em-
ployees to new positions.

Tiffany Adams is not new to Wil-
liam Byrd, but she has been promoted
to attendance administrative assistant
this year. She is from Vinton and
graduated from Staunton River High
School with the Class of 1999. She was
hired as an instructional assistant last
year for WBMS and trained in the At-
tendance Office.

Adams taught preschool for 22
years at Parkway Preschool before
coming to WBMS. This will be her
24th year working in education.

“I love this school, its staff, and be-
ing close to home and my two kids
who are both at WBHS,” Adams said.
“I love spending time with my family,
going on road trips, being outside-and
if I have to be indoors, I enjoy working
puzzles.”

Nick Deel was promoted from
instructional assistant to teacher dur-
ing the last school year. This year he
is teaching seventh grade US History
I1—1865 to the present. He is from
Roanoke and a graduate of William
Byrd. He studied Criminal Law at
Virginia Western Community College
and then History/Middle School Edu-
cation at Mary Baldwin University.
This is his fourth year in education.

Deel says the staff and students at
WBMS are “enjoyable to work with
and I love the content I teach.”

A fun fact about Deel is that “I can
rip a deck of cards in half”

See New Staff, page 4

William Byrd Middle School has several new faculty and staff members
this year and some who have changed to new positions. They include
(from left): front row, Tiffany Adams, Shana Patterson, and Christian
Moore; second row, Mickaella Porterfield, Traci Wren, and Ryan
Hutchison; third row, Haley Leftwich, Mandi Holterman, and Julia
Stafford; fourth row, Bonnie Reedy, Holley Scheffel, Sammi Webster, and

Gloria Harris; and back, Nick Deel.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

New teachers and staff and those who have new positions at WBMS
include: front row, Brian Jones, Diane Heim, and Amney Qawasmeh;
and back row, Megan Herndon and Sarah Weber.

Happy 105th birthday, Mrs. Hamric!

Janelle Hamric, formerly of
Sugar Grove and now of Vinton,
celebrated her 105th birthday on
August 18.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Janelle Hamric is shown with her
mother, Donna Hamm Keesling,
when Hamric was 2 years old. The
photograph was meant to he of her
alone, but she mishehaved and
the photo had to be taken with her
mother holding her.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Janelle Keesling Hamric celebrated
her 105th birthday on August 18. She
was born in 1916 and spent most of
her life in the small community of
Sugar Grove located near Marion in
Southwest Virginia. Hamric moved
to Vinton this past May to live with
her nephew and his wife, Don and
Carol Beville.

Her parents, Charles and Donna
Hamm Keesling, also grew up in Sug-
ar Grove as did her husband, Herbert.
Hamric says she knew him most of
her life and although they werent ex-
actly childhood sweethearts, “he was
a good man, and I didn’t let him get
away.”

She was a toddler during the Span-
ish influenza pandemic of 1918. She
was too young to remember the expe-
rience, but her mother told her about
what a “bad, sad time” it was and, at its

See Mrs. Hamric!, page 5
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William Byrd High School senior Chloe Harrilla has been
chosen as the Top Terrier for the 2021-2022 school
year. She is shown with her parents, Sharon and Joe
Harrilla. Her award was announced at an assembly on

the first day of school.

Harrilla named Top

Terrier at

Debbie Adams

dadams@ourvalley.org

Chloe Harrilla has been
named Top Terrier at Wil-
liam Byrd High School
for the 2021-2022 school
year. The Top Terrier
Award is a proud tradition
at the high school and
the single highest honor
bestowed on a student at
WBHS. It is awarded to a
senior who is academically
strong and involved in the
school-someone who best
exemplifies the qualities
of integrity, loyalty, and
courage of character, and
who serves as a role model
for everyone. According
to William Byrd Principal
Tammy Newcomb, the
Top Terrier is a “person
you immediately think
about when you think of
school pride.”

The announcement was
made at a school-wide as-
sembly in the football sta-
dium on August 12, the
opening day of school.

Newcomb  described
Harrilla as “a dedicated
student and athlete with
strong communication
and interpersonal skills,
who remains poised and
grounded in stressful situ-

WBHS

ations.” Academically,
she has maintained a 4.0
GPA throughout her high
school career and served as
Junior Marshall at gradua-
tion for the Class of 2021.

She is a member of the
WBHS volleyball team
and an award-winning
athlete in indoor and out-
door track and field. She
was named the Indoor
Track All State Athlete in
2021 in the 4 by 1 relay
and the long jump. She
also was named Outdoor
Field Athlete of the Year
for the Blue Ridge District
in the spring of 2019 and
Indoor Field Athlete of the
Year for the Blue Ridge
District in Winter 2019-
2020. She is a member of
the Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes and played
travel volleyball with Roa-
noke United Volleyball
from 2016-2019.

Harrilla won first place
in the regional DECA
competition in selling in
2018.

In addition to her stud-
ies and participation in
sports, she has been em-
ployed since 2018 on the
Child Care Staff at the

See Harrilla, page 6

Working from home not working out for you, try @lt Ofhces

Debbie Adams

dadams@ourvalley.org

In March 2020 with the
arrival of the pandemic,
almost overnight there was
a drastic change in how
people work. Many who
worked in offices were sud-
denly forced to work from
home. Now that the novel-
ty of being able to work in
your pajamas has worn off,
many employees are strug-
gling with figuring out

how to separate work from

Mitchell and Suzanne Tyler have opened @It Offices on Hardy Road in Vinton for
entrepreneurs and small business owners who want to work remotely, just not

from home.

home when you never re-
ally leave the office—when

work is at home.

Mitchell ~ Tyler  has
opened a new business
on Hardy Road in Vinton
which he says provides “a
great opportunity for folks
to put the ‘balance’ back
in ‘work/life balance.” As
telework is likely here to
stay, we believe people are
looking for convenient lo-
cations to work in an office
setting outside the home.”

Also, while some have
enjoyed the autonomy of
working from home, there
are challenges, such as
the need for office ameni-

ties— high-speed Internet,
for technology for Zoom
meetings, hot spots, and
for privacy to meet with
clients without the family
interrupting.

Tyler discovered for
himself that it is “hard
to disconnect from work
when the phone and com-
puter are right there next
to you 24 hours a day,”
putting you in an always-
on-duty workplace.

He began to think
about developing some-
thing people could af-
ford—offering them al-
ternate office space where
you “can work remotely
without working from
home.”

“You can now have
an affordable Dedicated
Desk (co-working space)
or Private Office to use
as your corporate home,
then go back to your real
home,” Tyler said. (A Ded-
icated Desk means it’s not

See @It Offices, page 5
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Tuesday Town Council meeting all about business

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

The Vinton Town Council
meeting on August 17 was fully
focused on business and finance.

The meeting opened with the
introduction of the towns new-
est employee, Tiffany Stewart, by
Finance Director/Treasurer Anne
Cantrell.

Stewart will be working in the
Finance Department as senior
financial analyst. She was born,
raised, and currently resides in
Roanoke City but has roots in
Vinton. Her grandfather, John A.
Brown, a fallen Vietnam veteran,
was born and raised in Vinton and
lived most of his life in the area
surrounding M.A. Banks Park.

Stewart graduated from Ameri-
can National University in 2011
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Busi-
ness Administration in Account-
ing. She then received her Master’s
of Accounting at Liberty Univer-
sity in 2014. In between degrees,
she married her husband Chris
Stewart, who is a probation and
parole officer for Virginia. They
have been married for nine years
and have four childre- three boys
and a girl.

Stewart has been working in
finance for over eight years. Dur-
ing 2020, she took time away
from work to support her children
while they attended school virtu-
ally during the pandemic. She is
excited to be starting a new ca-
reet, new expetiences, and gaining
more knowledge on governmental
accounting. When she is not at
work, she is studying for the CPA
exam, but finds time to relax with
her family, to shop, and to play
Sims.

Cantrell announced that for
the 26th consecutive year, the
Town of Vinton has qualified for
the GFOA (Government Finance
Officers Association) Certificate
of Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting—this one for
the fiscal year which ended June
30, 2020.

This is the highest form of
recognition in governmental ac-
counting and financial reporting,

and its attainment represents a
significant  accomplishment by
a government and its manage-
ment. It indicates a “spirit of full
disclosure” by the town. Cantrell
thanked Lydia Verdillo of the Fi-
nance Department in particular
for her efforts on the financial re-
port.

Next up was a public open-
ing of bids for the granting of
two easements to construct, in-
stall, operate, repair, replace, and
maintain a gas pipeline over, un-
der, through and across 2121 and
2131 Cardinal Park Drive in the
Vinton Business Park.

The purpose of the easements
is to expand gas service to the
Montgomery Village subdivision
located in the Vinton Magisterial
District of Roanoke County.

Town Clerk Susan Johnson
opened the lone bid received—
from Roanoke Gas. There were no
comments from the public during
the hearing. Town Council voted
to approve the ordinance granting
the easement, previously approved
by the Roanoke County Board of
Supervisors.

Council was briefed on the up-
dated and state-mandated Emer-
gency Operations Plan for the
Town of Vinton by Public Works
Director Bo Herndon and Hu-
man Resources Director Donna
Collins. Herndon said that since
the last update, a new generator
has been installed at the Vinton
War Memorial, making it the pri-
mary shelter in the town, where
citizens could be housed during
an emergency situation. He in-
formed council of other genera-
tors which have been installed at
the town’s water tanks and pump
stations, and mobile generators as
well.

Planning and Zoning Director
Anita McMillan briefed coun-
cil on the purchase of portions
of three properties located along
Walnut Avenue for the Walnut
Avenue Bicycle and Pedestrian Ac-
commodations Project from 5th
Street to the town’s west limits.

The project will improve pe-
destrian access and safety along
Walnut Avenue, provide safer bike

Baclg
School

accommodations, and complete a
connection for the town’s Glade
Creek Greenway and Roanoke
City’s Tinker Creek Greenway.
The project is being funded by
VDOT’s Surface Transportation
Block Grant (STBG) funds.

Additional  right-of-way and
temporary — construction  ease-
ments are needed that involve the
properties owned by Viking Fence
Company (Bob’s Restaurant and
the Viking Fence office build-
ing), and the Nilam Corporation
(Alvaro’s Market). The properties
needed run for several hundred
linear feet and about 10 feet in
width.

Cantrell returned to the mi-
crophone to brief council on
proposed new grant policies and
procedures for the purpose of
ensuring proper oversight of all
funds appropriated to the town,
of minimizing the towns risk of
non-compliance with grant re-
quirements, and of ensuring prop-
er administration and account-
ing of all grants. With American
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA)
grants being appropriated, Town
Manager Pete Peters said the town
wants to get “ahead of the curve.”
Town Attorney Jeremy Carroll
said the plan developed is “a good
policy providing clear guidance.”

Council took action to adopt
a resolution authorizing the town
manager to execute a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MOU)
between the town and Roanoke
County for financial support from
the county for the Vinton/East
County Hotel Project. The town
and the Roanoke County Eco-
nomic Development Authority
have proposed to enter a perfor-
mance agreement with McDevitt
Company to redevelop several
parcels for the “Vinton Hotel” to
be located at the intersection of
South Pollard Street, Ist Street,
and Cedar Avenue.

The Board of Supervisors ap-
proved the MOU at its meeting
on July 27, agreeing to reimburse
the town for a portion of the In-
centive Grant for the hotel proj-
ect in an amount not to exceed
$450,000 in total, and paid in in-

Angie
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Tiffany Stewart was introduced to Vinton Town Council at the
August 17 meeting. She is the new senior financial analyst in
the Finance Department. She is shown with her husband, Chris

Stewart, and their children.

stallments not to exceed $150,000
annually over a three-year period.
The MOU will also reimburse up
to $30,000 of building permit fees
paid to the county.

According to the town manag-
er, the hotel project would not be
financially feasible without the fi-
nancial support from the county.

After a presentation by Assis-
tant Town Manager Cody Sexton,
council adopted a resolution cre-
ating three new positions (Capital
Projects manager and uility clerk
in the Public Works Department,
and a customer service represen-
tative in the Finance Depart-
ment), approving changes to the
FY2022 Classification Plan, and
approving the restoration of an
additional Police Officer I posi-
tion. That position was lost due to
budget adjustments made during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Council previously held two
public hearings on July 20, 2021,
to amend the Fiscal Year 2021-
2022 (FY2022) budget and ap-
propriated funding from the Gen-
eral Fund, Utility Fund, Capital
Fund, and the American Rescue
Plan Act 0f 2021 (ARPA) grant to

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS

great night. Thank you all
so much. Mother Nature

held off dill the very end

Happy Anniversary to
Sabrina and Chris McCar-
ty on August 22 — I can'

fund three positions in the Town.

Due to moving the utility bill-
ing function from the Finance
Department to the Public Works
Department and other staff reor-
ganizations, town staff determined
there is a need in the Finance De-
partment for the reclassification
of an existing position to create
the customer service representa-
tive position. This will allow for a
realighment of responsibilities of
existing administrative staff in the
department to provide a higher
level of service to the public and
to other town departments. The
funding for this position is already
in the FY2022 budget.

The approval of the new posi-
tions does not bind town staff to
immediately fill these positions.

Council began meeting again
in person in chambers in July;
the set-up was a little different
for the August 17 meeting with
more social distancing than the
July meetings due to an uptick in
COVID cases in the area. Meet-
ings remain accessible on the
Vinton Facebook page and on
the website at hteps://www.vin-
tonva.gov/.

gle to get the needed school
supplies.
The Vinton Chamber

Chewning

Filling in for Bootie

Check this out... Adam
Rudedge, Cary Rutledge,
Abbey Dillard joined them
on stage as well; Mountain
Grille with their amazing
Butter Burgers, Blue Ridge
Beverage — as always with
cold beverages; Bank of Bo-
tetourt volunteers; our ride
or die crew of volunteers
that are always there to work
so very hard, rain or shine —
Drake Lewis, Hannah

Jones, Steve and Tara Jones;

and, yes, the cleanup crew
got a litde wet (okay, a lot
wet) but oh what a night.

Looking forward to the
next one August 28. On
Common Ground will be
our band and Yanis Hot
Kitchen will be on hand
with some good food! See
ya there.

believe its been six years.
Cheers to many more
Vinton Moose Lodge
1121 collected and deliv-
ered school supplies for
Vinton schools (WB Mid-
dle & High, W.E. Cundiff,
Herman L. Horn, Bonsack,
and Mt Pleasant). We
know many families strug-

has collected items for area
businesses to send goodie
bags to all the teachers at
these schools to welcome
them back to another school
year (some still have to be
delivered). Many thanks to
the Steppin’ Out dancers
for all their help in stuffing
over 650 goodie bags!

If your child is entering 7th grade they
must have the Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap
vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your
doctor and vaccinate them now!

our sponsors, the VIP Lawn
sponsors — Mountain View
Real Estate — Greenway
Boothe and Alcova Mort-

Meet Elaine Renick, D.O.

gage/ Jason Jelmintoller and
all of the awesome people
in the crowd. The crowd

was full of energy. That all

makes for one heck of a

YOUR HEALTH CARE CONNECTION

=
@

MYCHART

Chris & Sabrina McCarty

Carilion Clinic is pleased to welcome Elaine Renick,
D.O., your newest Family Medicine provider in Vinton.

Dr. Renick earned her medical degree from the
Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine and
served as Chief Resident at the University of South
Carolina - Prisma Health Family Medicine. In addition
to offering wellness visits and immunizations, Dr.
Renick has expertise in women'’s health, pediatrics
and adolescent care. She also offers in-office skin
biopsies and wound care.

Our patients benefit from advanced primary

care services, including better care coordination.
Office hours are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.

to 5 p.m. and Saturday, 8 a.m. to noon. Schedule
an in-office or video visit with Dr. Renick by calling
540-983-6700.

Carilion Clinic Family Medicine
415 S. Pollard St., Vinton

CARILIONCLINIC

CarilionClinic.org | 800-422-8482

&

Now offering Simple Cremation for

$2625.9°

Includes services of funeral director and staff, transportation,
cremation fee, medical examiner fee, return cremains to family.
Third party expense and container NOT included.

Special Case Hardship programs available.

“Unmatched Service Excellence”

305 East Washington Avenue, Vinton, VA 24179
540-343-4986
Wayne Lovelace, Managing Partner

“Many providers today, are soliciting cremation under the banner of
being “affordable” or “low-cost.” We will meet any price quoted by
another provider with facilities beyond comparison.

You'll be amazed at the difference.”
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BCAT Citizen Advisory Committee named

Debbie Hall
dhall@theenterprise.net

The Roanoke County
Board of Supervisors and
the Roanoke County School
Board have named 10 citizens
to the BCAT Citizen Advisory
Committee, officially known
as the Career and Technical
Education Citizen Advisory
Committee.

“Roanoke County’s Burton
Center for Arts and Technol-
ogy (BCAT) is a vital asset
for the students and citizens
of Roanoke County as a cen-
tralized educational space
providing skilled workers to
meet the needs of the region’s
businesses and industry as
well as specialty centers for
Roanoke County’s five high
schools in the areas of engi-
neering, mechatronics and
robotics, cybersecurity, mass
communications,  perform-
ing arts, and visual arts,”
said School Superintendent
Dr. Ken Nicely. “Students in
BCAT’s motorsports and en-
gine building program have
received national recognition.
BCAT is home to one of the
first Governor’s STEM Acad-
emies in Virginia and also
houses adult education pro-
grams, VWCC classes, Eng-
lish Learner programs, and
Special Education transition

programs.
“BCAT’s  award-winning
programs are currently

housed in an aging facility
that is in need of replacement
as identified in the RCPS
Capital Improvement Plan,”
Nicely said. “The Roanoke
County School Board and
Roanoke County Board of
Supervisors are working col-
laboratively to further define
future programming for this
community asset, determine

capital funding mechanisms
to accelerate the construction
of a new, modern facility.”

Many in the community
consider the building of a
new BCAT to be an urgent
need. The current facilities
were built piecemeal begin-
ning in the early 1960s.

At a joint meeting of the
Roanoke County  School
Board and the Roanoke
County Board of Supervisors
on August 10, a resolution
passed by the Board of Super-
visors established the BCAT
Citizen Advisory Committee
with five members appointed
by the Board of Supervisors
and five to be appointed by
the School Board.

“We asked each member on
the Board of Supervisors and
School Board to pick one per-
son to represent their district
on the citizens committee,”
said Jason Peters, chairman of
the Board of Supervisors and
Vinton’s representative to the
board. “My desire was to have
someone familiar with BCAT,
in the business community,
or just with the overall desire
to create a better technical
center for our school system.
We did not set qualifications,
rather we allowed the board
member to vet their own ap-
pointment. It was my desire
to have a good mix, and I be-
lieve we have achieved that.”

The citizens named to the
committee by the Board of
Supervisors are Mike Altizer,
Max Beyer, Lynn Carroll,
Jean Hopstetter, and Gene
Rose.

Altizer (Peters’ pick for the
Vinton District) has previ-
ously served on the Board of
Supervisors and the School
Board and is employed by
the Western Virginia Water
Authority (WVWA). He was

ing and growing the county
schools’ apprenticeship pro-
gram which started out with
the WVWA as a stakeholder.

Beyer (Hollins) serves on
the Roanoke County Eco-
nomic Development Author-
ity. Lynn Carroll (Catawba)
is a retired school employee.
Jean Hopstetter (Cave Spring)
works with Member One.
Gene Rose (Windsor Hills) is
a retired businessman.

The five members to the
committee appointed by the
School Board are: Craig Balz-
er, Wayne Bower, Todd Foutz,
Troy Henderson, and Steve
Spangler.

School Board Chair Jason
Moretz, who represents the
Windsor Hills District, se-
lected Balzer of Balzer & As-
sociates.

“I'selected him for his long-
time commitment to the Roa-
noke Valley, his service on the
CTE General Advisory Com-
mittee, and his years of expe-
rience as an architect/business
owner,” Moretz said. “Craig
cares deeply about RCPS and
I consider him a friend that
will put the best interests of
our students first.”

Tim Greenway, who rep-
resents Vinton on the School
Board, invited Todd Foutz of
Siddall Communications to
join the committee.

“I wanted someone in the
Vinton District I thought
knew a good deal about
BCAT or at one time was a
part of BCAT,” Greenway
said. “Todd was my choice
because we had spoken many
times before and he under-
stands the importance BCAT
can be to our community.
Also, with his marketing
background, I think he brings
a unique skill set to help us
move this project forward.”

Mike Wray, who represents
the Cave Spring District, se-
lected former Cave Spring
Principal ~ Steve  Spangler
to serve on the committee,
“based on his knowledge of
BCAT. He knows the curric-
ulums offered at BCAT and
serves on the General Advi-
sory Committee for BCAT.
Steve retired as principal of
Cave Spring High School af-
ter 13 years on June 30 this
year. He has the time to de-
vote to the committee.”

David Linden, who rep-
resents the Hollins District,
asked Wayne Bower of Bower
Heating and Air to serve the
community on the commit-
tee.

“Wayne Bower was select-
ed as a small business owner
and community-minded citi-
zen who I believe has a keen
understanding of the need
for CTE training and getting
students workforce ready,”
Linden said. “Having known
Wayne for many years, he is
always thoughtful and de-
liberate in his approach, and
also fantastic at analyzing
options for making improve-
ments. Wayne’s knowledge of
the current programs we offer
at BCAT along with his un-
derstanding of what the busi-
nesses in our area need will
certainly help us better un-
derstand what our new BCAT
should look like.”

Troy Henderson of G&H
Contracting was also named
to the committee.

“Troy Henderson has a va-
riety of experience with coun-
ty government with his work
on the Zoning Board and his
participation in the appren-
ticeship program in the con-
struction programs at Burton
Center,” said David Wymer,
who is the interim representa-
tive for the Catawba District.

“While he was selected by
Don Butzer before he left the
School Board, I highly agree
and would have selected him
given the opportunity. He
will provide excellent advice
regarding the size of the facil-
ity and the scope of programs
for the new center.

“It is important that this
project be well researched and
designed, and that the public
is provided information as
the process unfolds,” Wymer
said.

“We have had good discus-
sions with the Board of Su-
pervisors over the last several
months including two joint
meetings and two meetings
between Jason Peters, Dr.
Nicely, (Roanoke County Ad-
ministrator) Dan O’Donnell,
and myself,” said Moretz.
“Good communication is the
cornerstone to advancing any
agenda and I'm proud to say
that both boards understand
the pressing need to deliver
a new BCAT to the students
and citizens of Roanoke
County.”

“BCAT is not only an ed-
ucational tool but can be a
catalyst for economic growth
and job activity in our entire
region,” said Greenway. “Ja-
son Suhr and his group are
second to none in Virginia
in getting our kids ready for
a career. Awards are dished
out regularly to the students
and teachers of BCAT.” Suhr
is the director of Career &

Technical Education for
RCPS, and a former BCAT
principal.

A history of BCAT and a
vision for its future are artic-
ulated in the “Burton Center
for Arts for Arts and Technol-
ogy: Moving Forward” docu-
ment which may be viewed on
the RCPS website at heeps://
www.rcps.us/Page/4528.

possible sites, and identify instrumental in establish- School Board member
A\
R -
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‘Learners, administration gave a curious and inquisitive. understood the need to
brief presentation about They wanted clarity and be a learner—one who
. ~ the schedule, expecta- understanding. They is not afraid to ask, seek,
41 Now every year his tions, rules, and regula- sought answers to the and knock. According to
parents went to Jerusa- tions of Horn. After- questions rising up from Luke, at the close of the

lem for the festival of the
Passover. 42 And when he
was twelve years old, they
went up as usual for the
festival. 43 When the fes-
tival was ended and they
started to return, the boy
Jesus stayed behind in Je-
rusalem, but his parents
did not know it. 44 As-
suming that he was in the
group of travelers, they
went a day’s journey. Then
they started to look for
him among their relatives
and friends. 45 When
they did not find him,
they returned to Jerusalem
to search for him. 46 Af-
ter three days they found
him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, lis-
tening to them and asking
them questions. 47 And
all who heard him were
amazed at his understand-
ing and his answers (Luke
2:41-47).”

Earlier  this  week,
Whitney and I attended
kindergarten orientation
and meet-the-teacher
night at Herman L. Horn
Elementary = School. It
was an exciting night for
our family, filled with a
lot of butterflies. While
we are eager for the new
school year to begin, and
thankful for the wonder-
ful teachers, administra-
tors, and staff at Horn, it
is a new beginning for all
of us.

For our family, this will
be the first year both of
our boys are together in
“big school.” For Parker,
this means a whole new
school; for both boys, this
means new classrooms,
teachers, classmates, rou-
tines, expectations, and
subject matter. As great
as all of this will be, it is
a lot to learn; there is so
much to take in. And yet,
there was a noticeable dif-
ference between the way
adults and students re-
ceived all of this informa-

wards, the adults were
given an opportunity to
ask questions. To the ad-
ministration’s  surprise,
no one asked a question.
Despite all of the new
information that was
shared, not one person
indicated their need for
clarification or further
explanation. When pro-
vided a space to ask ques-
tions, the room of adults
was silent.

However, while spend-
ing time in each of our
boy’s classrooms, this was
not the case. The children
were asking their parents
and new teachers all kinds
of questions: Where is my
desk? Where do I leave
my school supplies? Did
you know this was my
brother’s classroom? Why
do you have baby shrimp
in your fish tank? Will
we eat lunch in our class-
room? Where is the bath-
room? Will breakfast still
be offered? How will I
find my classroom? What
time will we get to go on

the playground?
In both of the class-
rooms we toured, the

questions were endless.
Even in the hallways,
children could be heard
in all directions asking
questions.  They  were

within, and they were
not afraid to ask them.
Through their questions,
the children demon-
strated their desire to be
learners. I am sure there
were some adults in our
meeting in the cafeteria
who had questions. I am
sure there were some who
needed clarity on certain
aspects of the presenta-
tion. However, unlike the
children, not one adult
dared to ask a question.

According to Luke, af-
ter the Passover Festival,
Jesus stayed behind in Je-
rusalem after his parents
began their wip home.
After a day’s journey, they
realized he was not with
them, so they traveled
another day’s journey
back to Jerusalem. Af-
ter arriving in the city, it
took them another three
days to find him. When
they did, Jesus was in the
Temple “sitting among
the teachers, listening to
them and asking them
questions.”

As a young boy, Jesus
had stayed in the Temple
for a total of five days. Af-
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ter all that time (almost a

week), when his parents

found him, he was still 39

askmg questions. Even 3

at twelve years old, Jesus
46
49
B
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1. Midway between eastand  acid 1. Abstain from
southeast 30. Monetary unit of 2. Vast desert in North

e Bucket Truck Services
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e Storm Water Management
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chapter, “And Jesus in-
creased in wisdom and
in years, and in divine
and human favor (Luke
2:52).”

As a new school year
begins for many, and
teachers prepare for all
the many questions they
will be asked, may we
all remember the impor-
tance of continuing to be
learners who are willing
to ask questions when it
comes to our faith.

One of the ways that
Jesus was able to grow
and become what God

had ordained him to be
was through his commit-
ment to learning from
the questions he dared to
ask. As an adult, some of
the most powerful truths
he revealed were offered
as a question: Are you
not of more value than
they? If you love those
who love you, what re-
ward do you have? Why
are you afraid? Have you
still no faith? But who do
you say that I am?

Maybe that was one of
the qualities Jesus had in
mind when he said: “Tru-
ly I tell you, unless you
change and become like
children, you will never
enter the kingdom of
heaven (Matthew 18:3).”

In the days ahead,
may we learn from chil-
dren and become more
like children through
our willingness to keep
learning—asking, seek-
ing, knocking—by ask-
ing questions with bold-
ness and courage. Our
questions may not lead
to the answers we seek,
but through the gift of
the Holy Spirit, God will
use our questions to help
us “increase in wisdom
and divine favor,” and
ultimately grow closer to
him.

By The Rev.
Travis Russell,
Vinton Baptist Church

_ CROSSWORD PUZZLE

"

4. Sun up in New York
7. Japanese honorific
8. Czech name for Prague
10. Ochocinco’s first name

16. Monetary unit of Albania
17. Raise

19. Drain of resources

20. Uncultured, clumsy persons

Romania

31. Round green vegetable
32. Well acquainted with
39. Ribosomal ribonucleic

43. Snakelike fish
44, Tall deciduous tree
45, Russian river
46. Long Balkans river

Africa

a tooth

12. Steep cliffs (Hawaiian) acid geological time 31. Beginning military rank
13. Scots word for “home” 41. Basics 5. Urban center 32. Dissimilar

14. Upper class young woman ~ 42. “The Godfather” 6. Crook 33. Counteroffensive system
(abbr.) actress Keaton 8. Parts per billion (abbr.) (abbr.)

9. Questions

cards

3. Cover the crown of

4. A major division of

11. A pack of 52 playing

14. Recording of sound

22. Innate

23. Investigative body for
Congress (abbr.)

24. Soda receptacle

27. Spanish stew: __ podrida
28. Viet Cong offensive

29. Large body of water

34. Shows who you are
35. Chinese dynasty
36. Type of verse

37. African nation

tion during orientation.
While sitting in the

cafeteria with all of the

other adults, the school’s

540-566-6920

21. Hikers use them 48. Ancient Greek coin 15. Pithy saying 38. Quite

25. Retrospective analysis 49. Senegal’s capital 18. Atomic #22 39. Former Bucks star
(military) 50. Unwell 19. Soviet Socialist Michael

26. Tibetan form of chanting ~ 51. Snout Republic 40. Showed again

27. Influential European 52. Low bank or reef of 20. Plant with ridged 44. Body part
statesman coral seedpods 47. Steal
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Gloria Harris has
switched roles at WBMS
and this year is the admin-
istrative assistant for the
Counseling ~ Department.
She worked previously in
attendance for six years.
Before joining the school
system, she retired from
Carilion Healthcare System
as a senior programmer/
analyst with the Patient Ac-
cess, Patient Accounting and
Emergency =~ Department
computer systems.

She was “born and bred
in Roanoke.”

“I came to William Byrd
Middle during the terminal
illness of my husband, Troy;”
Harris said. “T have two chil-
dren, Kelsey and Noah, who
both attended William Byrd
Middle and High Schools.

Harris currently serves as
vice president of the Terrier
Lacrosse Club.

‘I love working with
WBMS and the Vin-
ton community,” Harris
said. “The staff truly are like
family. There are not many
parents and grandparents
that I do not know due to
my time in attendance. I
look forward to serving in
my new role and the chal-
lenge that it brings.”

Diane Heim is a new
instructional assistant  at
WBMS for the 2021-2022
school year.

Megan Herndon will
be teaching Advanced Civ-
ics at WBMS. She will also
be teaching World History
II (11th grade) at William
Byrd High School, and
teaching at Cave Spring
Middle School. She is from
Salem and a graduate of
Salem High School. She
earned her undergraduate
degree from the University
of Virginia’s College at Wise,
and her graduate degree
from Arizona State Univer-
sity. This is her sixth year of
teaching.

‘I'm  looking forward
to working with a spirited
and hardworking staff in a
wonderful school district,”
Herndon says. “I am pas-
sionate about history from

all angles. I am also pas-

The\/inton

sionate that a well-rounded
education, including social/
emotional education, pro-
vides students with the tools
to be active in their com-
munities and to bring much
needed change.”

Amanda Holterman will
be working as a new Special
Education teacher with sixth
and seventh grade math stu-
dents. She is from Roanoke
and graduated from Wil-
liam Fleming High School.
She is a graduate of Warner
University.

“I have worked at Wil-
liam Byrd Middle School
for five years with the TDT
(Therapeutic Day Treat-
ment) program and decided
to switch to Special Educa-
tion,” Holterman said.

Ryan Hutchison will be
teaching Technology Educa-
tion. He is from Salem and
a graduate of Glenvar High
School. He earned his BA
from Roanoke College, his
MBA from Syracuse Uni-
versity, and his Certification
in Education from Virginia
Tech.

“The greatest thing any
individual can be a part of
is a team or community,’
Hutchison said. “William
Byrd Middle School places
an emphasis on many attri-
butes, but most importantly,
being in a community—
thats why I'm happy to be
here.”

Brian Jones is an instruc-
tional assistant working with
students in sixth grade his-
tory. He is from Vinton and
a 1996 graduate of William
Byrd High School. He at-
tended Averett University.

“I have lived in this area
my entire life, and I am
a Byrd guy through and
through,” Jones said. “It’s in
my blood. I am the base-
ball coach here at the mid-
dle school and love being
around the boys—hopefully
teaching them life lessons,
and some baseball along the
way is a bonus!”

As for how he came to be
at WBMS this year, “I start-
ed off as a baseball coach
and then lost my job of 17
years during Covid last year
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and started off subbing. The
staff here is second to none.
I have built some awesome
friendships in the short time
I've been here!”

Haley Leftwich is teach-
ing eighth grade advanced
algebra and advanced ge-
ometry. She is from Salem
and a graduate of Glenvar
High School. She graduated
from James Madison Uni-
versity in May 2020 with a
Bachelor of Science Degree
in Mathematics and in May
2021 with her Master of
Arts in Teaching.

Leftwich originally start-
ed teaching in Roanoke
County in January 2020
at Hidden Valley Middle
School. Not even two days
in, she was contacted about
an opening at WBMS, in-
terviewed, and was hired the
following week.

She has had experi-
ence in both middle and
high schools while at JMU
through practicums.

“Since I decided that I
wanted to become a teacher
in middle school, I knew
I wanted to teach in Roa-
noke County,” Leftwich
says. “When I found out
that I was hired at Byrd,
I was so excited. I am very
happy to be here because all
of the eighth grade teachers
pulled me under their wing
and helped me with every-
thing they possibly could,
being a first-year teacher
thrown into the middle of
the school year. I cannot
wait to get this year started!”

Leftwich has family in
Vinton and her aunt is the
principal at Bonsack El-
ementary.

This will be her second
year as assistant coach for
the middle school volleyball
team.

Christian Moore will be
an instructional assistant in
the FAACTS program. He
is from Vinton and a 2012
graduate of William Byrd
High School.

Moore just graduated
from  Virginia Western
Community College with
an Associate Degree in So-
cial Sciences: Education
Specialization. He plans to
attend either Radford, Lib-
erty or Roanoke College to
pursue a Bachelor’s in Physi-
cal Education.

“I have been at WBMS
since 2013 as an assistant
soccer coach for the boys
soccer team, Moore said.
“This year I have been given
the opportunity to take over
the team as the head coach
and I feel very excited about
the chance to use everything
I have learned from sitting
behind some great head
coaches like Matt Doss and
Tyler Goodman.

“This will be my third
year with Roanoke County
Public Schools,” said Moore.
“My first two years were at
Penn Forest Elementary
School where 1 was able to
work under Robyn Mc-
Daniel. She taught me a lot
about working with children
and helping guide them.

“I attended WBMS, so
to me William Byrd has al-
ways had a special place in

my heart,” he said. “It helps
that I have a great relation-
ship with some of the staff
that are already here and, of
course, I will miss my kids
and the staff at Penn Forest.
I feel that working at Wil-
liam Byrd will give me an
opportunity to expand my
abilities to work with chil-
dren at an age where they
experience so much change
in their lives.

“While at Virginia West-
ern in 2012, I played on the
inaugural men’s soccer team
where we went on to win the
state  championship,” said
Moore. “I have coached soc-
cer since I got out of school,
including coaching one year
at Staunton River as both
the boys middle school
coach and the JV assistant
coach. Following that year, I
have stayed at William Byrd.
I have also coached in the
Vinton Rec league-I have
coached boys U-16 to U19
and one year of U-10. I have
also gotten the opportunity
to coach a group of girls
from U-12 up to U-14 over
the last three years. This will
be the first year since gradu-
ation that I am not coaching
for the Vinton Rec league.
Each group has had their
quitks and things that make
them special, but I feel I was
able to take something away
from each group that helped
me to grow as a person and
a coach.”

Shana Patterson is a
Special Education teacher
working primarily with sev-
enth graders. She is from
Daleville and a graduate of
James River High School.
She graduated from Liberty
University with a Bachelor
of Science in Criminal Jus-
tice. Last year, she worked at
WBMS as an instructional
assistant, received her provi-
sional license, and is now a
teacher.

“I am happy to be work-
ing alongside a great group
of individuals (at WBMS)
who come from all differ-
ent walks of life,” Patterson
said. “I love to do anything
outdoors,” Patterson said.
“If it involves making a dif-
ference, 'm there!”

Mickaella Porterfield is
teaching English 8 and Eng-
lish 6 Pre-AP at WBMS this
year.

“I was an Army brat, so I
moved around growing up
and have lived in five dif-
ferent states; however, I've
called Roanoke home for
the past 14 years,” Porter-
field said.

She graduated from
Northside High School,
then earned her Bachelor’s
in English and her Master’s
in English with a Teaching
License from Radford Uni-
versity.

“This will be my first year
teaching; however, 1 was a
teaching assistant and later
a teaching fellow at Radford
University for two years,”
Porterfield said. “Prior to
attending RU for my mas-
ter’s, I worked with RCPS as
a substitute teacher for one
year.
“I'm happy to be join-
ing the RCPS team and

I'm excited that I get to be
a part of the Terrier family
as well,” she said. “William
Byrd Middle School has a
wonderful atmosphere with
fantastic students and staff,
so I am looking forward to
being a Terrier!”

She and her husband’s
families live in Roanoke, and
they look forward to starting
their own family here.

As for her special interests
outside of school, “I am a
competent baker and novice
woodworker. I love baking
cakes, cookies, breads, and
pastries and love even more
to share them with others.
In addition, I've been do-
ing woodworking for four
years. I've managed to per-
fect smaller objects such as
cutting boards and trives,
but last year I made a bed
and am looking forward
to learning to make larger
pieces of furniture and even
a clock!”

Amneh Qawasmeh will
be working as an instruc-
tional assistant with seventh
grade Special Education stu-
dents one-on-one, helping
with different subjects. She
has lived in Vinton for seven
years and has “two beautiful
daughters. Mariam is 6 and
Sarah is 2.”

She is from Jordan and
graduated from the Kufr
Yuba Secondary School for
Gitls there. She earned her
Master of Arts in Teaching
degree from Hollins Univer-
sity, majoring in Education:
Secondary English. She has
a Bachelors Degree in Eng-
lish Language and Literature
from Yarmouk University
and has three years of teach-
ing  experience working
with students as an English
teacher.

“At the beginning, I
worked as a lunch lady at
WBMS’s cafeteria for two
years, and [ was a student
at Hollins University pur-
suing my Masters Degree
in Education.” Qawasmeh
said. “During my graduate
studies at Hollins University,
I have had the privilege of
observing and working with
teachers and students at
WBMS. I have seen teachers
make real differences in stu-
dents’ lives, and I know that
I have the skills and attitude
necessary to help students
build character through
mastery of the English cur-
riculum. That’s why I want-
ed to interview at WBMS
because this position seems
like a great opportunity to
advance my skills and con-
tinue building my career asa
teacher and a role model for
my students and challenging
myself.

“My love of learning
makes me passionate about
teaching,” she said. “I grew
up with educators (my mom
and my four siblings) whose
love of children draws them
to teaching. We enter the
teaching profession because
we are eager to make a dif-
ference in students’ lives,
even long after school is
over.”

Bonnie Reedy is teaching
sixth grade US History I at
WBMS. She is from Metro

www.ourvalley.org

Atlanta, but moved to Roa-
noke last year from Austin,
Texas. She graduated from
Brookwood High School
in Snellville, Ga., and then
from Georgia State Univer-
sity with a B.S. in Political
Science and her Master’s of
Education in Social Studies
Education. She has taught
for 13 years. She, her hus-
band, and two children
moved to Roanoke when
he took a job with the Kirk
YMCA.

“T've heard such wonder-
ful things about WBMS,”
Reedy said. “Most people
tell me about the amazing
community/family feel and
sense of pride.”

As for her other interests,
“I rescue dogs; currently we
have a retired racing grey-
hound and an Airedale ter-
rier. I play and coach tennis
and serve on the board for
the Roanoke Valley Tennis
Association. I am a cellist
and play with my church
worship band.”

Holley Scheffel is teach-
ing seventh grade English
in a team-teaching setting.
She is from the Haymarket
area of Northern Virginia.
She graduated from Gar-
Field Senior High School
in Woodbridge and then
earned her B.S. in Criminal
Justice from Old Dominion
University. She went on to
receive her M.A. from Vir-
ginia Tech in Adult Learn-
ing and Human Resource
Development, her M. Ed.
From George Mason Uni-
versity in Education and is
working to complete her
endorsement in  Supervi-
sion and Leadership from
Longwood University this
month.

“This is my 21st year in
the classroom,” Scheffel said.
“Prior to teaching, I was the
assistant director for Train-
ing and Outreach with the
National Center for Missing
& Exploited Children in Al-
exandria, Va.”

Scheffel says she finds
“the school ‘vibe’ at WBMS
very family-focused. Every-
one seems so welcoming and
friendly.”

Her son graduated from
Liberty University in May
2021, “so we have spent
a great deal of time in the
general area supporting LU
athledics and hosting LU
students at our home.”

The family lived in a fifth
wheel at Mitchell's Point
Marina in Huddleston this
summer (with their two
Labrador retrievers) while
their house was being rent-
ed.

Julia Stafford is teaching
eighth grade physical science
at WBMS. She was born in
Pittsburgh and graduated
from East Alleghany High
School. She majored in
chemistry and minored in
physics at Hollins Univer-
sity, graduating in 2011. She
has been working in educa-
tion in some capacity for 10
years.

“I taught for several years
in Roanoke City Public
Schools before joining the

See New Staff, page 6

you never left.

Colobrating The

The Town of Vinton, acommunity nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes
you to our community. Vinton, atown rich with history, has over the years found itself
to be one of afew communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environ-
ment of a comfortable lifestyle with the feding of being a part of alarge community
family. The town, with its proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain
Lake, provides many opportunities for those who wish to stop and shop at our loca
farmers market or one of our unique specialty shops.

If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the
year from the Vinton Dogwood Festiva to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each fedtival offers
itsown unique atmosphere. When you are away from homeit'sawaysniceto fed asif

TheTown of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and ameni-
ties located nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate;
smadll, locdly, and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views
of the mountains and Blue Ridge Parkway abound.

Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide afeeling

ADVERTINE!

Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485

or email Hrye @ourvalley.org
to advertise in this space.

oww 0[

of belonging, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conven-
iences that are necessary to make acommunity feel like hometo itscitizens.
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shared; you set up the space and
it’s yours alone to use.)

After several months of plan-
ning and remodeling, @lt Of-
fices is now accepting co-work-
ing and Private Office partners
at their its. Tyler and his wife
Suzanne purchased the former
dental offices of Skaff and Law
at 1337 Hardy Road and con-
verted them into six private of-
fices and six co-working desks.
They opened in late July.

While traditional office space
is available throughout the val-
ley, @lt Offices offers the unique
concept of providing a business
all the tools that might be need-
ed in one place for one price
with no variables, and Tyler is
there to take care of issues that
might arise.

There is no long-term lease;
there are no fees; rental is by
the month. @lt Offices offers
a predictable flat-rate fee that
includes all utilities, mailbox
services, and even furniture.
The only additional cost is a
business license from the Town
of Vinton. (You also need a no-
charge zoning permit from the
town to be “legal.” There are
some restrictions put in place by
the town due to zoning—retail
sales, personal services, manu-
facturing, and warehousing are
not permitted at @It Offices.)

Small businesses or entre-
preneurs will have a physical
address instead of a post office
box number to receive corre-
spondence and deliveries. Tyler
even offers private mailboxes as

a separate service for those who
don't want an interior space, just
the physical address.

He says @It Offices can usu-
ally get someone set up and
started the next day.

Here’s an example of what
they have to offer:

Suite 1 is their premium
private office which includes
a desk, mounted bookshelf,
whiteboard, desk chair and side
chair. It has windows facing the
back parking area and the side
of the building which flood the
room with natural light.

(That’s the first thing you
notice when entering the build-
ing—the bright interior—since
all of the offices have windows.)

Suite 1 also features a dedi-
cated private entrance, private
restroom, and numbered hard-
surface parking space with easy
access to the rear entrance.

The other office suites are
similar, minus the private bath-
room, but including parking.
One of the suites will comfort-
ably accommodate two desks.
Most of the offices occupy about
100 square feet.

There’s a small breakroom
and restroom, a coffeemaker,
copier/printer/scanner,  shred-
der, laminator, and access to
basic office supplies and equip-
ment. The reliable high-speed
Internet is with Cox Communi-
cations—wi-f1 or hardwired.

The private offices have 24-
hour electronic access to the
building (digital keypad) as well

as app access to exterior cam-

eras.

The building is ADA acces-
sible from the front parking lot.

Tyler notes that @lt Offices
has a great accessible location on
Hardy Road, just across from
what used to be the Best Little
Hair House, on a four-lane road
with a turning lane in a 35mph
zone, located in close proxim-
ity to both Roanoke and Smith
Mountain Lake.

Tyler has been an entrepre-
neur since he was a kid and a
third generation Roanoke Cath-
olic School student. He was
involved in Junior Achievement
in high school and president of
their student company over 20
years ago. He attended Full Sail
University in Florida and stud-
ied Entertainment Business. He
worked for Stage Sound until
he married (his wife is a nurse)
and started a family (two chil-
dren, ages 7 and 9) and being
on the road six days a week was
not the best option. He worked
from home as a consultant for
years and continues some con-
sultation work with automation
systems.

The Tylers live in Bedford
County, and he has been driving
past the Hardy Road property
for many years. When he came
up with the idea of @It Offices,
he noticed the vacant dental of-
fice building, and thought the
dental exam rooms would be
perfect for his concept and an
office layout. He worked very
amicably with Dr. Zachary Law
to purchase the building and

PHOTOS COURTESY OF @LT OFFICES

The new @It Offices on Hardy Road in Vinton offers dedicated
desks, in addition to private offices.

spent three months doing reno-
vations.

He says most of the renova-
tions to the 40-year-old modular
building were “upfittings.” They
painted, replaced floors and
trim, installed a new roof, and
added LED lighting. Vinton’s
W. C. Buder company cleaned
the ductwork.

Bug Man Exterminating was
hired to complete the most
extensive part of the remodel-
ing project—encapsulating the
crawl space to make the build-
ing more energy efficient and to
provide moisture control.

Mitchell says his typical cus-
tomer is usually either a sole
entrepreneur or small business

owner who finds their home en-
vironment is not conducive to
business, or a person who works
for alarger company and can’t go
into the office due to a situation
such as COVID. Some might
need office space briefly if their
home is being remodeled, if they
need a home base, or if they are
working here from out-of-town
in a short-term situation.

For more information ,call
Tyler at 540-566-0100, leave
a message on the @lt Offices
Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/Alt-Offices-Vin-
ton-VA-106370204946274/ or
complete an application on the
website at http://www.altoffices.
com/.

Mrs- Ham ric from page 1

peak, seeing mourners com-
ing down from the cemetery
while other families were
going up for burials.

Hamric does remember
the polio epidemic of 1950,
which left her husband’s
niece and nephew crippled
from the disease. She recalls
nearby Wytheville as the
epicenter of the epidemic
and everyone cutting a wide
swath around the town for
fear of being exposed. She
remembers the mass com-
munity administration of
oral polio vaccines in sug-
ar cubes, which virtually
stopped polio in its tracks.

Now Hamric has sur-
vived another pandemic
with COVID-19 in the past
18 months, with its masks,
social distancing, and isola-
tion. She did not hesitate to
be vaccinated for COVID
in recent months, took the
Pfizer vaccine, had some
mild side effects with the
second dose, but says get-
ting it was simply “the right
thing to do.”

Hamric says the passion
of her life has been music.
She grew up in a musical
family. Her mother played
the pump organ and piano
and taught music; her dad
sang tenor in the church
choir and played the violin.
She is the oldest child, with
two brothers and a sister,
and they were all musical
as well—“everybody played
something.”

She remembers spend-
ing her childhood days
wrapped up in music, being
taken across the mountain
to Marion by her cousin for
piano lessons and practicing
so much that her brother
begged their mother to
“make her stop practicing.”

The Bevilles reminded
her that she played key-
board—standing ~ up—at
Thrasher Memorial United
Methodist Church in Vin-
ton where Don leads the

Humble Praise Worship
Band—when she was about
97 years old.

Her parents farmed and
owned a small general store.
Her father had eight bee-
hives and sold honey. They
ate what they grew, just like
most everyone else in those
days, with lots of canning
and preserving, and lots of
hard work in general.

As the oldest, Hamric
took care of her younger
siblings, including one she
“wouldn’t put down.”

While Hamric says her
memory is spotty—under-
standable at 105 years of
age—she remembers a time
when her mother lost a pre-
cious watch. This was in
wagon days; it had poured
rain all night, but they went
back and eventually found
the watch in the muddy
wagon tracks. The family
keeps it on display today.

She also remembers her
mothers  patriotism. In
2019, Hamric talked with
Margaret Linford of the
Smyth County Genealogi-
cal Society for a newspaper
article entitled “String of
Pearls: Sugar Grove resident
is keeper of WWI quilt.”
She told Linford about a
quilt her mother made in
honor of local men who
served during World War I.

“My mother traveled the
length and breadth of Teas
and Sugar Grove, known
as Rye Valley, in a buggy
drawn by a horse named
‘Joe.” She visited families
who had relatives or friends
in World War I who might
contribute to the American
Red Cross. As I can recall
hearing Mama’s story, she
designed a quilt made with
a red cross appliquéd on a
white square. The squares
are joined with small red
crosses. A square repre-
sented a $1 donation and
a service man’s name was
embroidered on the square.

Each small red cross joining
the quilt represented a 10-
cent donation.”

“The total amount col-
lected for the Red Cross was
$111.50 (in Mama’s writing
on the back of the quilt).
The same buying power to-
day would be $1,868.65.”

“After the signing of the
‘Armistice, Mama embroi-
dered a ‘gold star’ on any
name of a service man’s
square who had been lost in
action.”

In 2015, Hamric donat-
ed her mother’s quilt to the
Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, D.C.

Hamric remembers well
the lean years of the Great
Depression and then the
even rougher years of World
War II. She and Herbert
were married on July 10,
1937. When her husband
served in the military, she
became a “camp follower”
wife, following him from
base to base during his mili-
tary training, “because there
might not be any tomor-
row.”

She would find a place
to live and a job in each
location. They spent quite
a while in Abilene, Tex-
as, where she remembers
“wrapping suckers at a can-
dy factory,” and learning the
skills of being a seamstress
altering military uniforms at
a dry cleaners.

Her husband eventually
was deployed as a medic on
a hospital ship, caring for
wounded soldiers. Ham-
ric says he never would say
much about the war, except
that the ship had made three
trips across the Atlantic to
Europe. She moved back
to Sugar Grove and lived
with her family while he was
gone.

The Hamrics had been
living in Rural Retreat be-
fore the war but moved to
Sugar Grove when the war
ended. He served for many
years as the community’s
postmaster. She worked a
variety of jobs including
styling hair in their base-
ment and doing office work
for the town and at Marion

College. However, her main
focus throughout the years
was music. She taught mu-
sic at Sugar Grove School
and piano to most children
in the community. For 20
years, she was the pianist
and organist for Elizabeth
United Methodist Church.

She and her husband
were known for their hos-
pitality (and her good
cooking) and sometimes
guests—friends and fam-
ily—came to visit for days
and even weeks.

Hamric credits her lon-
gevity to her happy marriage
of 51 vyears, her faith and
work in the church, and her
lifelong love for music. She
looks decades younger than
her age; she is mentally alert
and can still recite poetry
she learned in school.

She hasn’t wasted much
time in her life fretting over
the hardships but has always
“gone with the flow and
taken what life dishes out.”

Carol Beville thinks
Hamric’s good health over

such a long time is also

connected to “keeping her
mind engaged.”

She still keeps up on the
news, the headlines, and
politics. She has gotten her
ID card to vote here in the
November election. She
talks regularly with friends
from Sugar Grove. The
family watches “Jeopardy”
and “Wheel of Fortune”
in the evenings. They play
Zingo and cards. She enjoys
having lunch outside un-
der the umbrella when the
weather is good. She claims
she spends her time “sitting
here and letting them wait
on me.”

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
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The exclusive LifeWorks Rehab recovery program powers

recoveries you simply won’t find anywhere else.

“I am the slowest carpet

cleaner in the
Roanoke Valley.”

“I will give your carpet
the time and attention it
deserves to produce the
best results possible.”

Scan this barcode for resources
from LifeWorks Rehab.

MyLifeWorksRehab.com/resources

+ 2 rooms and a hall for $100
* 5rooms and a hall for $170
* Furniture cleaning also available!

Danny Williams © 989-1825

705 Clearview Drive, Vinton ¢« (540) 982-6691
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Northside Middle School family,”
Stafford said. “I enjoyed my time
there, but last school year I had
to travel to a few different middle
schools, one being William Byrd.
I taught seventh grade life science
for one block first semester, and by
March, I was informed that I was
being transferred permanently to
WBMS for this upcoming school
year.

“While T have not been in
WBMS for long, and the time
I spent here last school year was
brief, I absolutely loved the stu-
dents in my classroom!” Stafford
said. “They were a fun group,
some of which I have the pleasure
of teaching again this year in physi-
cal science.”

She met her husband about
seven years ago and they have been

Harri I Ia from page 1

married for four. He attended
WBMS and graduated from Wil-
liam Byrd High School in 2007,
so “needless to say, he is a Terrier
through and through and is very
excited for me to be joining the
William Byrd family.”

Sarah Weber is an instructional
assistant working with students in
Civics & Economics and US His-
tory. She is from Roanoke.

“I am very passionate about the
subjects and content I get to assist
with at WBMS and am excited
to share this passion with the stu-
dents, and about the opportunity
to learn and grow from knowl-
edgeable lead teachers,” Weber
said. “I am also very encouraged
by the strong sense of community.”

Sammi Webster is teaching Spe-
cial Education, working with sev-

enth grade math and eighth grade
English. She is from Roanoke
and a William Byrd graduate. She
earned her Bachelor's Degree in
Recreation and Tourism Manage-
ment from Concord University
in West Virginia and her Master’s
in Sports Management from East
Tennessee State University.

She began subbing in Roanoke
County after graduating from
ETSU and worked frequently at
WBMS. When a position opened
as an instructional assistant, she
took the job “because I fell in love
with the school, administration,
and the students here.”

Webster is currently coach-
ing volleyball and basketball at
WBHS. She played college basket-
ball at Concord University.

“I've been working here for the

last three years, and the adminis-
tration and staff are incredible,”
Webster said. “Everyone is so sup-
portive and will roll up their sleeves
and help wherever is needed.”

Traci Wren is teaching seventh
grade English at WBMS. She grew
up in Salem and graduated from
Salem High School. She majored
in Communications and minored
in Journalism at Radford Universi-
ty. She completed her coursework
for teacher licensure through the
University of Virginia.

“I began teaching as a substi-
tute teacher for Roanoke County
in 2005, when my son entered
kindergarten,” Wren said. “This
led to my desire to become a full-
time teacher. I have been teach-
ing second, and most recently
third grade, for 10 years at Her-

www.ourvalley.org

man L. Horn.” Her love for Eng-
lish and interest in teaching middle
school brought her to WBMS.

“I'm excited to be at William
Byrd Middle School,” Wren
said. “Everyone is so friendly and
welcoming. I'm looking forward
to teaching English and fostering
a love of reading with students
in the classroom! I think it will
be very exciting to see the faces
of students I have previously
taught.”

‘Wren has lived in Vinton for 20
years. She has two children who
went to Vinton schools and are
WBHS graduates.

Outside of school, “I love
spending tdme with my fam-
ily and friends. My first class of
second graders will graduate this
year!”

Kirk Family YMCA, since 2015 with
a professional cleaning and organizing
company, in 2020 as a team member at
Tropical Smoothie Café, and for the past
year has been a patient screener at the
Vistar Eye Center. She is also certified in
CPR and AED.

Harrilla is the daughter of Sharon and
Joe Harrilla.

Members of the Class of 2022 nomi-

nated five students for the award. Those
students submitted resumes to the
WBHS staff, who chose the Top Terrier.
(The name of the Top Terrier remains a
secret until the assembly each year.)

On August 12, freshmen, sopho-
mores, and juniors were seated in the sta-
dium as the seniors in the Class of 2022
entered the track for the Senior Walk to
their seats in the Dog Pound section of

the stands.

Newcomb welcomed the student body
back for a new year, commenting that this
was the first “normal” year for the fresh-
men class since they were in sixth grade
due to the pandemic.

During the assembly Newcomb intro-
duced the teachers who are sponsors for
each class this year: Hannah Blais, senior
class; Cherry Damasco-Farrington, ju-
nior class; Sherri Mays, sophomore class;
and Lauren Keesling, freshman class, who
all encouraged students to become active
in school and extracurricular activities.

She introduced this year’s Dog Pound
leaders, Madison Tuck and Landon Ni-
day, who led the assembly in performing
the traditional spirit song, the “Hum.”

Newcomb introduced SCA President

Emily McCaskill, along with SCA officers
Grace Saunders, Ella Ashworth, Claire
Wray, and Lexie Aquino, and sponsor
Madison Weisenborn.

Newcomb then invited several faculty
members to the field to unroll the banner,
revealing the name of the 2021-2022 Top
Terrier.

The Top Terrier tradition began in the
2016-17 school year, established by New-
comb in her first year as principal at Wil-
liam Byrd.

Harrilla is the sixth WBHS senior to
be honored as Top Terrier. The first Top
Terrier in 2016-17 was Stephen Olsen,
followed by Abby Spotswood in 2017-18,
Megan James in 2018-19, Emily Nicely
in 2019-20, and Dylan Hatfield in 2020-
2021.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS

At the August 12 school-wide assembly in the foothall stadium, Dog Pound
leaders Madison Tuck and Landon Niday, the Terrier Mascot, and Principal Tammy
Newcomb led the students in the traditional spirit song, “The Hum.”

ANGLICAN
ST.THOMASANGLICAN CHURCH - located
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional
Liturgical Lenten Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane,
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev.
Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Ser-
vice, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Con-
temporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship
6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM,
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia. 343-7685. Rev. Travis
Russell. Sunday Services: Contemporary Service
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services: Family
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE,
Roanoke, VA 24013, 540-343-7502, Worship
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound
Services and other ECK programs are currently
available online through Zoom. Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call
540-353-5365 and leave a message. We will re-
turn your call. Also visit www.eckankar.org for
more information about how the teachings of Eck-
ankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road),
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children;
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST.TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross™, 1201
Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr.
James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School
10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@ve-
rizon.net.

Read Jeremiah 44:1 through
46:28

Baruch was Jeremiah's faithful
assistant. When Jeremiah was
persecuted, Baruch was perse-
cuted alongside him. He record-
ed Jeremiah's prophetic words
and often read them to the
people in spite of great danger.

Not only did Baruch share Jer-
emiah’s persecution, but he
also shared the prophet’s inner
turmoil at the judgments God
announced. Jeremiah is the
“weeping prophet,” so Baruch
could be called be the “weep-
ing assistant.”

"You said, ‘Woe to me! The Lord
has added sorrow to my pain; |
am worn out with groaning and
find no rest'” (Jeremiah 45:3).

Sometimes it feels like God

Baruch'’s Message

adds sorrow to pain. But just
as God gave Baruch a word of
comfort, we can be sure that
God’s heart is to comfort us
when we find ourselves in sor-
row and pain.

In verse 5, God promised Baruch
that He would personally pro-
tect him. Even though trouble
seemed to follow him through
life, the presence of the Lord
would protect him wherever he
went. This same promise of pro-
tection is also for us in our times
of grief.

Thought for Today: God will
comfort us.

Quicklook: Jeremiah 45:1-5

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave.,
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship

10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bi-

ble Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
MEMORIAL

CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842;
school
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session;
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible
Study 6:45pm; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl
Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-

CAMPBELL

cmpc2verizon.net  Sunday

If you would like to see
your church services
listed here in the Vinton
Messenger contact

Tucker Frye at
540-473-2741 or
email tfrye@ourvalley.org

mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev.
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast
8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST

THREE OAKSFELLOWSHIPUNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN

9:45am, Worship

CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45
a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN

VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages,
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children -
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.
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How to create your own sunroom

Spring, summer and fall provide am-
ple opportunities to enjoy the great out-
doors, but such chances are few and far
between once the winter freeze settles in.
Though winter might compel the masses
to huddle up inside, there’s still a way to
take in the great outdoors on cold winter
days and nights.

It might not prove an exact substitute
for summer nights around the firepit, but a
sunroom affords homeowners a chance to
marvel at snowy winter landscapes without
venturing out into the cold. Sometimes re-
ferred to as “all-season rooms,” sunrooms
can make for a great retreat on quiet sum-
mer mornings or ctisp autumn afternoons.
Sunrooms can be treated as blank can-
vasses, which makes decorating them more
fun. But a few tricks of the trade can help
homeowners turn their blank canvasses
into welcoming spaces to take in all that
nature has to offer throughout the year.

* Define the purpose. The experts at
Better Homes & Gardens recommend
homeowners decide how they want to use
the sunroom before they begin decorating
it. When the weather gets too chilly to dine

outside, will the sunroom serve as an alter-
native dining space in the same way patios
and decks do during the warm weather?
Or do homeowners want to turn their
sunrooms into reading rooms? Though it’s
possible to make sunrooms multipurpose
spaces, it may be hard to create a relaxing
vibe in rooms that are too crowded with
furnishings or too busy. Defining how the
space will be used also makes it easier when
shopping for furnishings.

* Define when the room will be used.
In addition to defining how the room will
be used, homeowners should give ample
consideration to when the room will be
used. A year-round sunroom will need to
be heated, while a three-season sunroom
likely wont require heating. Cooling
might be a concern on hot summer after-
noons, but many homeowners will likely
spend such days outside anyway, so cooling
the room may be as simple as installing a
ceiling fan and ensuring windows can be
opened to let fresh air in. Homeowners
who want a year-round sunroom should
install insulated glass to keep the room
even warmer when the mercury dips.

* Opt for bright colors. Bright colors
can make sunrooms feel all the more in-
viting and make for a perfect match with
all the natural light already in the room.
The renovation experts at HGTV note
that white walls and ceilings can maxi-
mize the warm illumination of the natu-
ral light that will be pouring in from the
floor-to-ceiling windows. Better Homes
& Gardens adds that brighty colored
cushions, pillows and area rugs with sim-
ilarly hued colors and patterns can add
visual interest and texture to a sunroom.

* Make use of a view. Homeowners
needn’t direct too much of their focus
on decor if their sunrooms come with a
view. Art on the walls and other decora-
tive items around the room are less im-
portant if a sunroom affords a view of the
ocean or a lake or dense woods that at-
tract local wildlife. In rooms with a view,
arrange furniture so residents and guests
can comfortably look outward and take
in all the surround landscape has to offer.

Sunrooms are a great place to take in
nature no matter the weather.

MetroCreative Graphics
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Sunrooms are a great place to take in nature

no matter the weather.

Campsite planning and safety tips

Camping has long been a popular pastime for outdoor enthusiasts

The appeal of camping is undeni-
able. According to The Business Re-
search Company, a market research and
intelligence company, the global camp-
ing and caravanning market is expected
to grow from just under $40 billion in
2020 to more than $45 billion in 2021.
Estimates suggest the market will grow
even more in the coming years, reaching
$56.6 billion by 2025.

Camping has long been a popular
pastime for outdoor enthusiasts, but
it may have developed an entirely new
group of devotees in 2020. Traditional
vacations may not have been possible
in 2020, when governments across the
globe urged citizens to avoid conven-
tional travel as the world found itself in

the throes of a global pandemic. In an
effort to overcome cabin fever, many
people viewed camping as a safe way to
get out of the house while still limiting
contact with people from other house-
holds. That no doubt inspired new gen-
erations of camping fans, many of whom
will continue to pitch their tents and sit
around campfires long after the pandem-
ic has ended.

es the popularity of camping and urges
people to stay safe. Veteran campers and
novices alike can benefit from reviewing
these safety tips, courtesy of the NPS.

not require hours of scouring travel web-
sites in an effort to find the best deals on

The National Park Service recogniz-

¢ Plan ahead. Camping trips may

flights and hotels. But camping trips still require ample planning.
When planning a trip, take into account who’s coming along.
Assess their camping skills and physical fitness to determine the
most appropriate place to camp. Campers with limited mobil-
ity may be best suited for accessible campsites. The NPS urges
campers to consider if everyone in the group will be able to make
a long hike from the parking lot to the campsite. If not, choose a
site that you can pull right up to or is just a short, easy walk from
the parking lot.
* Research the campsite and surrounding area. Know as
much as possible about the campsite prior to embarking on your
trip. Learn about everything from the local wildlife you may en-
counter while camping to the condition of surrounding areas,
including the altitude, the difficulty of nearby hiking trails and
where to go in case of emergency.
* Develop an emergency plan. The NPS urges campers to
develop an emergency plan, noting that it’s always wise to expect
the unexpected when camping. Bring a first aid kid along when
leaving the campsite to engage in activities like hiking or fishing.
Go over safety protocols before going on a hike, including the
need to stay together and remain on the trail at all times. More
information about what to do should anyone be injured during
your trip is available at www.nps.gov.
* Bring the right gear. The NPS notes that each camping
trip will have its own equipment needs, which will be dictated by
the setting, the time of year of the trip, the difficulty of the ter-
rain, and the duration of the trip. Navigational supplies, sun and
insect protection, insulation (i.e., extra clothing and blankets),
shelter, flashlights and headlamps, first aid kits, extra food and
water, firestarters, repair kits and tools, and a communication
device like a smartphone or satellite phone are the essential ne-
cessities that should be brought along on all camping trips.

Camping is a great way to get away. Campers of all skill and
experience levels can make the most of their trips by emphasizing
safety at all times.
MetroCreative Graphics

Legals - Legals -

Montgomery
County

LEGAL NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING

The Christiansburg Town
Council will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday,
August 24, 2021 at 7:00 PM
in the Council Chambers of
the Christiansburg Town
Hall, 100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073. The purpose of the
public hearing is to receive
public comments
concerning:

A. Conditional Use Permit
for a Commercial Auto
Garage at 1250 Roanoke
Street for Tax Parcel Nos.
498 - ((7)) - 16A, 498 - ((7))
-17A, and 498 - ((A)) -
113C by Glenwood Martin
on behalf of Twin Oaks
Properties LLC. The
property is designated
Business/Commercial on
the Future Land Use Map of
the 2013 Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.

Town Hall will be open and
available to receive public
comment in-person at the
time of this Public Hearing.
Additionally, the meeting will
be streamed live on the
Town of Christiansburg’s
YouTube channel at
www.christiansburg.org/yout
ube and will remain on the
Town’s YouTube page once
the meeting concludes. For
information on contactless
methods for submitting
public comment, please visit
www.christiansburg.org/publ
ichearings.

A copy of the applications,
the Town’s Zoning Map,
Zoning Ordinance, and
Future Land Use Map may
be viewed in the Planning
Department Office, 100 E.
Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073 during normal
office hours of 8:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Contact Andrew
Warren, Assistant Town
Manager, at (540) 382-6128
ext. 1130 or by email at
awarren@christiansburg.
org with any questions or if
you require reasonable
accommodations.

Southern Towers
BTS, LP proposes

to
extend an existing 85-foot-
tall Monopole
Communications Tower to
an overall height of 108

Montgomery
County

feet. Lighting application is
not required. The Site
location is 1911 Walnut
Spring Road, Blacksburg,
Montgomery County, VA
24060, Lat: 37-13-3.30
Long: 80-28-15.24. The
Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) Antenna
Structure Registration
(ASR, Form 854) filing
number is A1198569.

ENVIRONMENTAL
EFFECTS - Interested
persons may review the
application
(www.fcc.gov/asr/applicatio
ns) by entering the filing
number. Environmental
concerns may be raised by
filing a Request for
Environmental Review
(www.fcc.gov/asr/environme

ntalrequest) and online
filings are strongly
encouraged. The mailing
address to file a paper copy
is: FCC Requests for
Environmental Review, Attn:
Ramon Williams, 445 12th
Street SW, Washington, DC
20554.

ADVERTISE! |

Bac§
School

STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS

AUCTIONS

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide and in
other states. Affordable
Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your tar-
get audiences. Call this
paper or Landon Clark at
Virginia Press Services
804-521-7576, HYPER-

LINK  “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.
net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235*
Installed w/Free Trim
Wrap Call 804-739-8207
for MORE details! Ron-

nie Jenkins Il Siding,
Roofing, Gutters and
More!

GENERAC Standby
Generators provide
backup power during

utility power outages, so
your home and family
stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warran-
ty ($695 value!). Request
a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and
conditions.  1-877-636-
0738

If your child is entering 7th grade they
must have the Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap
vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your
doctor and vaccinate them now!

l/ VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH

The Generac PWRcell, a
solar plus battery storage
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the
grid, prepare for power
outages and power your
home. Full installation
services available. $0
Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call
1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit
your mobility! Discover
the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on
the stairs, is concerned
about a fall or wants to
regain access to their
entire home. Call Amer-
iGlide today! 1-888-510-
0805

HELP WANTED

HIRING? We can help
you fill your open po-

sitions!  Promote job
listings  regionally or
statewide! Affordable

Print and Digital Adver-
tising Solutions reach-
ing job seekers. Call this
paper or Landon Clark at
Virginia Press Services
804-521-7576, HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.
net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$395+$86 court cost.
WILLS-$225.00. No
court appearance. Esti-
mated completion time
twenty-one days. Hilton
Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book).  757-490-0126.
Se Habla Espanol. BBB
Member. HYPERLINK
“https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com”  https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com.

Up to $15,000.00 of
GUARANTEED Life In-
surance! No medical
exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final
expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance
Company- 844-509-1697
or visit HYPERLINK

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

AT
NATIg,

°* 7,
e
B

RS
0.

7eg 6V

& Promo Codef285!

1-877-614-6667

“http://www.Life55plus.
info/vapress” www.Life-
55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-

A Smarter

Way to Power

Your Home.

RN

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

| (833) 688-1378

*Offer value when purchased at retail.
Solar panels sold separately.

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
INAS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

STATEWIDE ADS

I ADVERTISE!

claim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
888-608-4974

GENERAC

PWREED

‘SOLAR + BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-n tub and wall surround. This

offer Other

fordetals. ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc.

apply. This
ply.

offer expires Sept 30, 2021. Each dealership s independently owned and operated.
*Third party financing is available for those customers who quaify. See your dealer

CALL NOW

"$500 Off"

1

1

1

1 1
! NO PAYMENTS &

1

1

)

1
NO INTEREST |
FOR 18 MONTHS™ !

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

Military & Senior
Discounts Available

844-945-1631

GENERAC
|
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BUSINESS SERVICES
DIRECTORY

SENIOR FOR
SENIORS

PAINTING &
RESIDENTIAL
MAINTENANCE,

Gell:
540-293-4271
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RETIREMENT PLANNING

Face it, you only get one shot at a
successful retirement. We can help.

TALK TO WALT

WALTER S. KEARNS, JR., CFP® (540) 389-0300

, ING.

1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

embrace

homeloans
Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597
540.309.5013
riewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100
Roanoke, VA 24018 @

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA,

www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

BA

A GREAT DEAL IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad,

call 389-9355

Circre R
ROOFING OF
VIRGINIA

Call for A FREE EstimaTe

Rob Gendreau ° 540.784.0500

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA
Phone: (540) 864-6390 Fax: (540) 864-6356

*Physical Exams * X-ray Services

* Laboratory Services * Acute Care
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

CARPET
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE
FLOORS
Repairs ® New Sales ¢ Expert
540-776-9591
Cell: 540-353-7908

Licensed & Insured
carpetroanoke.com

Lisa Martin, REALTOR®

Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains
Premier, REALTORS

(540) 597-0480

Lisa@Lisa2buy.com  www.Lisa2buy.com
1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101

Daleville, VA 24083

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices
m &Y A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Roof
Replacement
& Repair

540-966-0688
PO Box 630
Daleville, VA 24083

www.southerntracellc.com

540.342.9600

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

Where the Deals Are!

The best place to
find it, sell it,
buy it, and
announce it.

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Opportunity is
knocking loud
and clear.

(e

SITUATIONS
WANTED

i

Find a job in your
special field, or find the
help you need.

AUTOMOBILES
FOR SALE

Get rid of the
old rattletrap
while it still runs

i

HOMES
FOR SALE

g

House-hunting
couldn’t
be easier.

389-9355

Sunflooring Inc.
STEVE SMITH

With over 40 years of experience

Specializing in Hardwood Floors,
Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring,
Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile,
Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank

540-556-3100

Rory “Tater” Benson,
REALTOR®
540.353.7173 cell

540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

\WOUSE NEED A BaTy,,

HOUSES SIDEWALKS
DECKS DRIVEWAYS
PORCHES GUTTERS
Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor
(252) 626-8708 USMCRETIRED drillinstr@gmail.com
LARRY DEW, REALTOR®
~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

+40 years Land Management, Farming,
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired)
Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
Farms - Recreation Land

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

LASSIFIEDS-

Where the Deals Are!

To place a
classified ad,
call 540-389-9355

CALL NOW to advertise 389-9355
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Terriers have high hopes with volleyball season opening Tuesday

The William Byrd volleyball team will par-
ticipate in the Rockbridge Jamboree this Saturday
as the girls prepare for their season opener on
Tuesday, August 24. Byrd will open at home
against Hidden Valley, with the jayvees opening

at 5:30 pm and varsity around 7 pm.

The Terriers first scrimmage was with E.C.
Glass, and this Saturday they’ll participate in the
Rockbridge Jamboree along with over 20 other
high school volleyball teams. The event will be

held over several gyms in the area.

Byrd is looking for a good season after posting
an 8-4 record in an abbreviated spring campaign
after the fall season was postponed due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. The Terriers were eliminated in
five intense sets by defending state champion Lord
Botetourt in the Region 3D tournament. Byrd had
ended Botetourt’s 56 game winning streak during

the regular season.

Coach Allison Thornton has some outstanding
returning players. Senior outside hitter Mattie
Andrews is back after earning first team All-Blue
Ridge District and All-Region 3D honors in the
spring. Mattie was also second team Class 3 all-
state as determined by the Virginia High School

Coaches Association.

Senior Trinity Hylton, a first team all-district
and second team all-region setter, also returns.
Trinity is just 250 assists away from 1,000 for her

Terrier career.

Other key seniors include outside hitter Kamryn
Sigafoes and defensive specialist Chloe Harrilla.
Among the juniors, Carsyn Kotz was second team
All-BRD last season as a setter and Ella Ashworth

was second team at libero.

Molly Cox will coach the jayvee team and assist

Thornton with the varsity.

The William Byrd varsity volleyball team. Front row, left to right; seniors Trinity Hylton, Mattie Andrews, Chloe

Kotz and Katelin Patrick.

Harrilla and Kamryn Sigafoes. Back row, left to right; Ella Ashworth, Alexis Helton, Terran Brown, Emily Tuck, Carsyn

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIFETOUCH

Byrd football team will host Rockbridge in Benefit Game Friday

The William Byrd football team will
take on Rockbridge County in their
final tune-up for the regular season
this Friday night. Game time is 7 pm at
Patterson Stadium in Vinton.

This will be a “Benefit Game,” with
an admission charge. The two teams
and the VHSL will split the take and
the game will be played just like a
regular game, with the possible excep-
tion of some special teams.

The Terriers scrimmaged at Glenvar
last Friday night. A thunderstorm
delayed the action for about an hour
and a half but the scrimmage finally
got underway around 8 pm and both
teams got in some good work.

“We only got through stretching
before we went inside, so our players
hadn’t got into a rhythm yet,” said
Byrd coach Brad Lutz. “Our players
and coaches were excited to compete

against another team, so it was worth
the weather delay to practice.”

Once the scrimmage started the
weather cooperated and the Byrd
coaches were able to get their first
look at the Terriers lining up against
players in different colored uniforms.
Lutz was pleased with the result.

“Our players played hard and were
physical,” he said. “Our team is very
young and inexperienced, but they did

a good job executing on both sides of
the football. With that said, we have
plenty to work on and made mistakes
that we will work on this week. This
season we are scrimmaging two teams
that won district championships last
season, so our players are going to get
quality reps against good teams.”

Byrd will open the season on
August 27 with a home game against
Liberty.

Left, William Byrd defenders bring down a Glenvar hallcarrier during last Friday’s scrimmage. Right, Terriers warm up after an hour and a half weather delay.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

WB golfers
at Blue Hills
for match
today

The William Byrd golfers will play host
to Salem and Bassett in a non-district match
today at Blue Hills. Tee time is scheduled
for 2:40 pm.

The Terriers had a Blue Ridge District
match at Cooper Cove on Tuesday and
finished fourth among five district teams
competing. William Fleming did not field
a team.

Lord Botetourt won the round with a nine

hole score of 152, which was eight strokes
above par as a team. Northside was second
at 163, Franklin County shot 166 and Byrd
carded a four-player total of 174. Staunton
River brought up the rear at 231.
Botetourt’s Ashton Harper was the medal-
ist with a one-under-par 35 for nine holes.
Chase Bower of Franklin County was sec-
ond at 37 while LB’s Samir Davidov and
Northside’s Peyton Spangler tied for third

at 38.

Byrd’s low score was Clayton Gilmore,
who tied for ninth at 42. Also scoring for
the Terriers were Evan Mullen with 43,
Griffin Horacek at 44 and Kendrick South
and Madeline Cunningham tied for the last
counting score at 45. Nathan Carter was
close behind at 47.

The next district match is Tuesday, August
24, a Hanging Rock.

MS FOOTBALL

The William Byrd Middle School foothall team participated in a jamboree at Salem Stadium last week with scrimmages
against Patrick Henry, William Fleming and Andrew Lewis. Above left, Cannin Lutz drops back to pass and hits Alex
Dunn(middle) for a touchdown against PH. Right, Byrd defenders converge to stop a PH runner in the hackfield. The middle
school Terriers will open with their first regular season game on August 26 at Cave Spring.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN




www.ourvalley.org

The second annual “The Last Inning” baseball
game was held at Salem Memorial Ballpark last
Saturday. Two games for graduated senior players
were played around the presentation of the annual
Ray Bellamy Award in an event presented by the
Salem Red Sox and the Salem-Roanoke Baseball
Hall of Fame.

The first game was between teams wearing Navy
and Red shirts. The Navy team consisted of play-
ers from Glenvar, Lord Botetourt and William
Byrd, and they took on the Red team with players
from Hidden Valley, James River, North Cross and
Eastern Montgomery. The Red team took a 7-1 win
in the game.

The Navy team was held to four hits, and all four
were by Byrd players. Isaac Fix was two-for-two
and also walked, and he had a hit from both sides of
the plate. Tyler Martin and Tyler Dean had one hit
apiece. Dean’s hit was lefthanded, even though he
batted from the right side for his whole high school
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Byrd players compete in “Last Inning” game at Salem Memorial
Tyler Dean is recipient of Ray Bellamy Award for area high school baseball Player of the Year

career. Tyler also walked and was hit by a pitch to
reach base three times.

Martin started on the mound and pitched the first
two innings. He gave up one unearned run and one
hit while striking out a pair.

In the second game the Gray team took an 11-2
win over the Green team. The Gray team consisted
of players from Cave Spring, Franklin County
and Northside while the Green was comprised of
players from Blacksburg, Christiansburg, Patrick
Henry, Staunton River and Liberty. Jake Weaver of
Northside hit a three-run home run over the left field
wall to lead the Gray.

Between games the five finalists for the Ray
Bellamy Award were recognized. The Bellamy
Award is presented by the Salem-Roanoke Hall of
Fame to the Player-of-the-Year in the area served
by the Hall. It’s voted upon by the board members
of the Hall of Fame and the high school coaches
from an area that includes the counties of Alleghany,

Roanoke, Bedford, Botetourt, Craig, Floyd, Franklin
and Montgomery and the independent cities located
within the boundaries of those counties.

William Byrd’s Tyler Dean was chosen as the
Bellamy Award winner and other finalists included
Isaac Fix of Byrd, Cory Sigmon of Northside,
Holden Wilkerson of Cave Spring and Michael
Williams of Franklin County. There was also the
presentation of the Posey Oyler Scholarship, spon-
sored by the Salem-Roanoke Baseball Hall of Fame
and awarded to a player who will go on to play in
college and has shown a dedication to the game.
Davis Yeaman from North Cross was the recipient
of that scholarship.

A nice crowd was on hand on a beautiful Virginia
day and the Red Sox not only had the concession
stands open but provided between inning entertain-
ment like at a Carolina League game. The game is
planned to be an annual event for graduated high
school seniors.

The Last Inning

Above, William Byrd players who participated in Saturday’s “Last Inning” game were, left to right, Tyler
Martin, Seth Hodges, Dylan Hatfield, Isaac Fix and Tyler Dean. Below, William Byrd’s Doug Pence(left) and Neil
Zimmerman(second from left) were coaches for the team. Here they chat with Travis Wells of WDBJ-7(right) and
fellow coach Todd Smith from Lord Botetourt prior to the game. Bottom, Byrd’s Tyler Martin was the starting

pitcher for the Navy team.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Above, Byrd’s Tyler Dean was the recipeint of the Ray
Bellamy Award for high school Player of the Year.
Below, Terrier teammate Isaac Fix was a finalist. They
were presented their awards by former Byrd coach and
Salem-Roanoke Baseball Hall of Fame vice president
Gary Walthall. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
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TOGETHER
WE WIN

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS TO
52 WORTHY CHARITIES

“We are grateful to have the support of our community
to help us provide Service Dogs to wounded veterans.
The contribution from Rosie’s will cover the medical costs
for one service dog candidate.”

Amanda Causey Baity
Co-Founder & Director of Operations
Semper K9 Assistance Dogs

Every week in 2021 we will donate
$1,000 to a local nonprofit that
is providing valuable services in
the areas we are located. Helping
those communities around us
is at the core of our operational
philosophy. We truly believe that
high tides raise all ships and we
are determined to add value to the
communitiesin which we operate.

Through the charitable program,
Rosie’s Gives Back, Colonial Downs
Group has made monetary and
in-kind donations of more than
$1,348,500, and has logged over
1,100 service hours in Virginia
communities.

Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

W/
ROSIE'

ves ﬁa'(
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Bank of Botetourt
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410 South Pollard Street : Vinton, VA

- Enjoy refreshments from

Enjoy refreshments Homestead Creamery
d nd FRE E g i'ﬂ',S fOr - Live radio remote by Star Country
existing Customers - Music, prizes and FREE t-shirts

- FREE Cat’s Meow®replica of Vinton

d nd new accou nts landmarks with any new account

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19™ . 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
REFRESHMENTS - CUSTOMER GIFTS - FUN!

Along with having experienced bankers to help with your personal and business banking

needs, our new full-service office offers an ATM with deposit capabilities, a drive-thru and WITH A SPECIAL
APPEARANCE

night deposit for on-the-go banking. Plus, bank ANYWHERE, ANYTIME via Mobile Banking FROM
and Online Banking.

Visit our website to learn more about our VISA® Credit and Debit Card Options, Merchant

Services and Treasury Services for our business customers!

IRGINIA
‘Aou NTAIN
MORTGAGE Bank of Botetourt

NMLS#476841

Drive-Thru Hours:
Monday - Thursday 8:30aM - 5:30pMm
Friday 8:30AM - 6pPM

410 S. Pollard Street Lobby Hours:

Vinton, VA 24179
T:540.283.2828

www.bankofbotetourt.com £lin]0]v]o

Monday - Thursday 9am - 5pm

Friday 9am - 6Pm
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