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Billy Cole is the co-founder and Chief Operating Officer 
for Dynamic Medical clinical laboratories located in 
Vinton.

Dynamic Medical 
focuses on senior 
care lab services, 
COVID testing 
for the public

Th e Dynamic Medical 
clinical laboratory opened 
with little fanfare in a 
secluded spot on Th ird 
Street in Vinton in spring 
2019. Co-founders Billy 
Cole and Jeff  Howard pur-
chased the property which 
had been the Pennington 
Crown and Bridge Lab and 
spent about four months 
renovating the building, 
setting it up for their own 
purposes.

When they fi rst opened, 
the lab did mainly drug 
testing, providing services 
for medical practices. In 
2021, Cole says their “true 
vision came into focus; we 
chose a new direction.” 

Th ey made the deci-
sion to concentrate almost 
exclusively on providing 
“reliable, accurate, state 
of the art precision labo-
ratory testing designed 
specifi cally for senior care 
residents and facilities—in 
a timely fashion, ‘coupled 
with compassion.’”

Th ey retooled their 
laboratory to meet those 
goals. Now, Dynamic 
Medical features PCR 
DNA Molecular Diag-
nostic Testing (including 
COVID-19) and general 
blood and urine chemis-
tries to serve senior care 
facility laboratory service 
needs. Th e lab is also on 
the Virginia Department 
of Health referral list of 
drive-through Covid test 
sites for the general public.

Cole is the Chief Oper-
ating Offi  cer (COO). He 
is a Roanoke native and 
graduate of Cave Spring 
High School. He received 
his Bachelor of Arts in Po-
litical Science from Virgin-
ia Tech in 1998 and began 
a medical sales career in 
2000 in pharmaceuticals. 
He progressed to hospital 
sales, medical device sales, 
and medical diagnostics, 
working with some of the 
medical industry’s titan 
employers such as Eli Lilly 
and Co., Stryker, Wright 

Diesel, the Rail Yard Dawgs mascot, nuzzles an admirer at this year’s 
Macado’s Dog Days of Summer hosted by the Lancerlot on August 21.

Lancerlot hosts second annual 
‘Macado’s Dog Days of Summer’

When the Lancerlot Sports 
Complex hosted its fi rst “Macado’s 
Dog Days of Summer” in 2019, 
the plan was to make the free com-
munity event into an annual hap-
pening. Th at didn’t work out in 
2020 due to the pandemic, but on 
the afternoon of August 21, 2021, 
the ice rink, the outdoor pool, and 
the parking lot were packed with 
dogs and their families – and those 
thinking about adopting a dog – 
for the second annual Dog Days.

Th e event was sponsored by 
Macado’s restaurant, along with the 
Town of Vinton and the Vinton 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

On a summer day with tempera-
tures in the 90s, the “Lot” turned 
the ice rink into a “cool dog park,” 
inviting the dogs onto the ice, and 
opened the outdoor swimming 
pool to dogs and their owners.

Th e event also included an 
“Adopt-a-thon” in conjunction 
with Angels of Assisi and other lo-
cal animal adoption centers.

Over 20 animal vendors were on 
site, providing services, door prizes, 
and more, along with food vendors 
for the humans, treats for the pets 
and music.

Diesel, the Roanoke Rail Yard 
Dawgs Hockey team mascot, spent 
the afternoon greeting dogs and 
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The new Bank of Botetourt Vinton office joined with the Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce for the bank 
branch’s grand opening and ribbon-cutting ceremony on August 19. President and CEO G. Lyn Hayth III (with 
scissors) and Vinton Mayor Brad Grose (with the ribbon bow) did the honors.

Bank of Botetourt offi  cially opens Vinton branch

Bank of Botetourt held the 
formal grand opening celebra-
tion of its Vinton branch on 
August 19 with the Vinton Area 
Chamber of Commerce and of-
ficials from the Town of Vinton. 
The bank had opened the doors 
for business at 410 South Pollard 
Street in downtown Vinton on 
July 26 but made it official with 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Chamber Executive Direc-
tor Angie Chewning welcomed 
Bank of Botetourt to Vinton, 
and introduced bank President 
and CEO G. Lyn Hayth III.

“We, Bank of Botetourt, are 
very happy to be standing here 
today to celebrate our newest of-
fice in the beautiful and growing 
Town of Vinton,” said Hayth. 
“This has been on our wish list 
for several years, and I am happy 
today to be presenting our 13th 
Bank of Botetourt office to the 
Town of Vinton and Roanoke 

County.  This is our fourth rib-
bon-cutting and office dedica-
tion in a little over five years.”  

Hayth noted that during those 
five years, Bank of Botetourt has 
been thriving, growing in assets 
from $345 million to more than 
$645 million. The earnings of 
$320,562,000 for the six months 
ending June 2021 had increased 
from $1,105,000 for the six 
months ending June 2016 – over 
a 200 percent increase in earn-
ings as well as nearly a 100 per-
cent increase in asset size.

Bank of Botetourt, chartered 
in 1899, will celebrate its 122nd 
anniversary in September. The 
bank operates 13 retail offices 
in  Botetourt, Rockbridge, Roa-
noke, and Franklin counties and 
the City of Salem.  The com-
pany  also operates a mortgage 
division, Virginia Mountain 
Mortgage, and a financial ser-
vices division, Botetourt Wealth 
Management.

Hayth said, “During the 
past six years, three communi-

ty banks in the Roanoke MSA 
(Metropolitan Statistical Area) 
have ceased to exist as a local 
independent community bank, 
the key words being ‘local, in-
dependent and community.’   In 
fact, Virginia has seen over a 30 
percent decline in community 
banks over the past six years–100 
banks headquartered in Virginia 
in 2014 are down to 68 today or 
less. This is not to mention the 
banks that are closing branches 
due to mergers and downsizing. 
Again, this is our fourth new of-
fice in five years.   We are proud 
of our heritage and our strong 
and profitable growth.  

“I would like to emphasize 
‘local,’” Hayth continued. “We 
are not headquartered in another 
state, not 150 miles from here, 
and not even 60 miles from here. 
Our bank board and staff live, 
work and shop local; we don’t 
pretend to be local; we are local.”  

Hayth went on to thank the 

Medical, and Millennium 
Health. 

Howard is the Chief 
Financial Offi  cer (CFO) 
for Dynamic Medical. He 
earned his BA from Ohio 
State University and his 
MBA from Virginia Tech. 
He has 25 years of experi-
ence in corporate sales and 
marketing with Ford New 
Holland, Novozymes, and 
Automatic Data Process-
ing. He is also the owner 
of ARCpoint Labs of 
Salem, helping business 
owners design and admin-
ister eff ective drug and al-
cohol testing programs.

Cole says that their piv-
ot to focusing on senior 
care began with two “im-
pactful” events in March 
2020. First, his mother, 
aff ectionately called 
“Noni” by her grandchil-
dren, had a severe turn 
in the progression of her 
Parkinson’s Disease. Se-
vere dementia became 
apparent, and Noni was 
admitted to, and now re-
sides in, a local memory 
care assisted living facility.  

Secondly, “the Co-
vid pandemic riddled the 
world.”

Because of these two 
events, Dynamic Medi-
cal “gained insight into 
the world of senior care 
facilities and resolved “to 
revolutionize the way our 
seniors are cared for, to 
interact with each senior 
resident in the same man-
ner of respect and empa-
thy that we would extend 
to our own elders; and to 
be a valued and trusted 
partner in the senior care 
marketplace.”

Th eir website says they 
believe “a familiar face, 
compassionate connec-
tions, and thoughtful in-
teractions are as much a 
part of our job as the lab-
work we provide.”

Cole emphasizes that 
the senior care facilities 
in the area provide excel-
lent care; he wants clinical 
laboratories to meet or ex-
ceed those standards.

Dynamic Medical has 
quickly negotiated service 
contracts with several pre-
mier senior care facilities 
in the valley.

Cole says that there is 
an advantage to focusing 
on one specialty area—
“you get really good at 
it.” While there are other 
prominent labs in the 
area, none has a specifi c 
focus on senior care. Dy-

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Lancerlot General Manager Joe Miller estimates that about 500 dogs 
attended the second annual Macado’s Dog Days of Summer event during 
the course of the afternoon. Here, dogs and their families enjoy the ice 
rink.
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See Dog Days, page 12

See Testing, page 2

See Bank of Botetourt, page 4
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Nature expedition
 7. Take the energy from
10. Bungled
12. Young salmon
13. Botanical gardens
14. Source of chocolate
15. Country singer LeAnn
16. Yokel
17. Unit of energy
18. Plant of the lily family
19. Tusked wild pig
21. Form of “to be”
22. Formerly
27. Letter of the Greek 
alphabet
28. Former First Lady
33. News organization
34. Shining brightly and 
intermittently
36. Brew

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

37. Teams’ best pitchers
38. Edible fruit
39. Pitching stat
40. __ or bust
41. Baby product manu-
facturer
44. Monetary unit of Finland
45. Small spherical struc-
tures in cells
48. Pouches
49. Reached
50. Investment account
51. Oft-repeated slogan

CLUES DOWN
 1. Nuclear undersea 
weapon
 2. Helps the skin
 3. Evergreen coniferous 
trees
 4. Relieve of employment

 5. A way to drench
 6. Journalist Tarbell
 7. __ and Venzetti
 8. Alcoholic liquor
 9. An athlete who plays 
for pay
10. Where to get drinks
11. Japanese art form
12. Baseball great 
Satchel
14. Winged angelic 
beings
17. One point south of 
due east
18. Group of islands in 
Polynesia
20. A place to play: __ 
center
23. Masses of gray mat-
ter in the brain
24. Belgian city (alt. sp.)

25. Millilitre
26. Beloved Will Ferrell fi lm
29. Railway above ground
30. Satisfaction
31. Aggregate of molecules
32. Type of barometer
35. Type of college teacher 
(abbr.)
36. Long periods of time
38. Native people of Nebraska 
and S. Dakota
40. Deliver
41. Thin, narrow piece of wood
42. Modern Israel founder
43. Small NY college
44. Pounds per square inch
45. Veterans battleground
46. Hollywood talent agency 
(abbr.)
47. Popular kids’ channel

Sowers wins prestigious state GFWC Jennie Award
At the General Fed-

eration of Women’s Clubs 
(GFWC) Virginia Confer-
ence on August 13-14 in 
Staunton, Kathryn Sow-
ers of the GFWC Wom-
an’s Club of Vinton was 
awarded the prestigious 
state Jennie Award for 
2020-2022.

Th e Jennie Award is 
the only national honor 
bestowed by GFWC that 
recognizes individual 
members for a lifetime of 
personal excellence. Club 
members are nominated 
by their local clubs to 
compete at state, regional, 
and national levels for the 
GFWC’s highest honor.

Candidates for the Jen-
nie Award are judged on 
“Commitment to Club, 
Commitment to Commu-
nity, and Commitment to 
Family.” 

Sowers was in compe-
tition against three other 
GFWC members from 
other parts of the state.

Th e announcement of 
her nomination for the 
Jennie Award by the lo-
cal club was made at the 
GFWC Vinton Woman’s 
Club meeting on May 25.

Her state entry goes 
next to the Southeastern 
Region (made up of six 
states and Washington, 
D.C.) Up to two region 
winners will be announced 
at the Regional Confer-
ence on October 29-31 
in Flintstone, Md. Th ose 
winners advance to the In-
ternational GFWC for the 

selection of one winner for 
each of the eight regions at 
their 2022 GFWC Con-
vention in New Orleans 
in June 2022.

A William Byrd gradu-
ate, Sowers joined the 
local Woman’s Club in 
1967 and in the 54 years 
since has held every of-
fi ce locally, on both Ju-
nior and General Levels 
in the GFWC Blue Ridge 
District, served as Re-
gional GFWC President 
and held every offi  ce in 
GFWC-Virginia, includ-
ing serving as its president 
from 2006-2008 during 
its 100th year anniversary. 
Th rough the GFWC, she 
served as hostess of an in-
augural reception for Pres-
ident George W. Bush. 

She has also been ac-
tive in the Southeastern 
Region GFWC, and even 
internationally. One out-
standing accomplishment 
was serving as GFWC-
VA State Project Chair-
man in 2008-2010 when 
over $115,000 was raised 
to purchase a new ambu-
lance for the Virginia Tech 
Rescue Squad.

Sowers is a charter 
member of two Woman’s 
Clubs she helped found: 
the GFWC Vinton Junior 
Woman’s Club and the 
GFWC Totera Woman’s 
Club. 

In nominating Sowers, 
members of the Vinton 
Woman’s Club compiled 
a nomination notebook. 
On the front cover, they 

placed a poem from Leo 
Rosten which sums up 
Sowers’ philosophy of 
life: “I think the purpose 
of life is to be useful, to be 
responsible, to be honor-
able, to be compassionate. 
It is, after all, to matter, to 
count, to stand for some-
thing, to have made some 
diff erence that you lived 
at all.”

One of the nomination 
pages states, “When you 
think of Kathryn Sowers, 
the word that comes to 
mind is dedication. Kath-
ryn’s entire life has been 
dedicated to service to her 

family, church, jobs, to 
her Federation, and to her 
community. She serves 
with a smile, unending 
energy, and dedication.”

She has been a loving 
wife to her late husband 
Everette, their son Todd, 
and their grandchildren 
Christiaan, Hannah, and 
Austin.

Vinton Baptist Church, 
where she serves as a Dea-
con, has been a lifelong 
dedication for Kathryn. 
She has served as Church 
Clerk, Secretary of the 
Sunday School, a member 
of the Finance Commit-

tee, and Chairman of the 
Church Hostess Commit-
tee in addition to other 
offi  ces. Her service is not 
just to the Vinton church 
but to the Roanoke Val-
ley Baptist Association 
WMU as Director over 
76 churches; she is cur-
rently treasurer.

Sowers has been a 
member or on the gov-
erning boards of many 
civic organizations, in-
cluding serving as the 
secretary-treasurer of the 
Vinton/Roanoke County 
‘High Ground’ Veteran’s 
Memorial at the Vin-

ton War Memorial and 
secretary of the Vinton 
Centennial Committee. 
She is Secretary/Treasurer 
of the Arnold R. Burton 
Scholarship Fund, which 
awards scholarships to 
two William Byrd High 
School students each year.

She has worked for the 
Roanoke County School 
system, Hewlett Packard, 
Verizon Wireless, and at 
one time started a busi-
ness of her own. She is 
currently the Executive 
Assistant for the Vinton 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Kathryn Sowers of Vinton was named the GFWC State Jennie June winner at the state GFWC conference on 
August 13-14. Shown left to right are  Jenny Hinegardner, GFWC VA 3rd  Vice President/Director of Juniors; 
Pamela Flanagan, GFWC Tidewater Woman’s Club entry;  Kathryn  Sowers, GFWC Vinton Woman’s Club entry 
and GFWC VA State Jennie June winner; Joyce Jolly, Woodbridge Woman’s Club entry; Dale Fisher, GFWC VA 
President; and Linda Beatty, GFWC & GFWC VA Jennie June Award Chairman. Sowers was presented with an 
engraved star and certificate at the announcement of her award.

Lorely Mack Seay is the Lab Supervisor at Dynamic Medical.

Anthony Harless is a lab technician at Dynamic Medical in Vinton.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Dynamic Medical specializes in senior care and also in drive-through COVID-19 
testing for the general public.

Testing from page 1

namic Medical is unique.
Cole says it’s the little 

things that are making the 
biggest impact for Dy-
namic Medical in working 
with senior care facilities. 
Many facilities have no 
input as to when and who 
draws their labs; residents 
are treated as a number or 
a production run, not as 
individuals. 

Dynamic Medical 
makes every eff ort to test 
according to the schedule 
of the senior care resi-
dents—no middle of the 
night wakeups to collect 
specimens from memory 
care residents with the 
subsequent downward 
spiral in their behavior for 
days. 

Th e lab employs its 
own qualifi ed phleboto-
mists to draw the speci-
mens, who establish a 
relationship with the se-
niors. Dynamic Medical 
currently employs two 
phlebotomists and, with a 
growing clientele, is ready 
to hire two more. 

Dynamic Medical has 
also committed to provid-

ing drive-through CO-
VID PCR testing for the 
public, with a 24- to 48-
hour turnaround time for 
results. While the demand 
for COVID testing had 
abated somewhat, “we are 
seeing a resurgence with 
the variants.” Th ey are 
currently running from 
50-100 tests daily—with 
the numbers climbing.

Cole says that many of 
those who come to Dy-
namic Medical for CO-
VID testing have plans to 
travel internationally and 
need to quickly meet the 
requirements for proof of 
a negative COVID test. 
Many of the other testing 
sites, such as pharmacies, 
are unable to return re-
sults for several days. 

Word has spread about 
the effi  ciency of their sys-
tem: the client drives up 
and parks outside, where 
the test is performed; the 
swab goes straight from 
their car to processing 
inside the lab. Results are 
back in just a day gener-
ally, reducing the stress of 
the entire process.

Hourly workers, who 
need to get back on the 
job as quickly as possible 
if exposed, can also ben-
efi t from the quick turn-
around, as well as students 
who need to verify a nega-
tive test to enter or return 
to class.

Th ose who need CO-
VID testing with quick 
results can email jwhite@
dynamicmedicalusa.com 
to schedule an appoint-
ment. Or call Dynamic 
Medical at 540-206-
2621. Or use the link on 
their website to register 
at https://www.dynamic-
medicalusa.com/. 

Th e cost is $100 with-
out orders for testing from 
a doctor. You pay on site 
at the time of testing. 
With orders from a doc-
tor, insurance may cover 
the cost of the testing. 

Other Dynamic Medi-
cal staff  members include 
Lab Director Dr. Faheem 
Taha (based in Atlanta), 
who is responsible for 
clinical oversight, on-site 
Lab Supervisor Loreley 
Mack Seay, and Client 

Services Liaison/Account 
Manager Jaret White, in 
addition to lab techni-
cians and phlebotomists. 

Seay says that a typical 
day at Dynamic Medical 
starts with the phleboto-
mists visiting the senior 
care facilities fairly ear-
ly—around 7 or 8 a.m. 
While they are out col-
lecting specimens, the lab 
is getting instruments and 
equipment up and ready 
to run samples when they 
return. (Time is of the 
utmost importance in 
producing test results for 
seniors, who may need to 
get started on treatments 
as quickly as possible—

such as in the case of uri-
nary tract infections.)

Th ere are two main 
lab areas at Dynamic 
Medical—one for clinical 
chemistry and another for 
molecular testing. Covid 
testing is performed in a 
linear process with exten-
sive precautions, limiting 
the opportunity for expo-
sure or contamination.

Dynamic Medical is lo-
cated at 953 Th ird Street 
in Vinton. Cole says he 
and Howard looked at 
many properties through-
out the valley, but the 
Vinton lab was the perfect 
location. It was already 
set-up well as a labora-

tory: the building was ap-
propriately zoned for their 
purposes; their footprint 
is about two acres so there 
is room to expand; and the 
site was close to home for 
Cole, who lives in Vinton. 

Cole is enthusiastic 
about the facility, its test-
ing program, and his 
staff . He says that all his 
employees have the same 
vision and passion for 
working with senior care 
facilities and their resi-
dents. “Th ey are a good 
crew, who get along well. 
Th ere is defi nitely a good 
vibe in our workplace, and 
that transfers to the facili-
ties we work with.”
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PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS

APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

Th e Lancerlot has gone to the dogs! 
Macado’s Dog Days of Summer, that 
is!  What a great event!  It was so much 
fun to watch so many dogs of all sizes, 
breeds, and ages have so much fun on 
the ice and in the pool!  Th ank you, 
Lancerlot, for creating such a fun event 
for our fur babies!  

Our thoughts and prayers go out to 

the family and friends of Carolyn Mc-
Carty. Our hearts are breaking for 
Chris  and Sabrina and all the family. 
Arrangements are visitation 12-2 and 
the funeral at 2 p.m. at Vinton Baptist 
Church on Th ursday, Aug. 26. 

Also, our thoughts and prayers go out 
the family and friends of Ruth Th omas. 

Perdido Key was the destination. Ala-
bama and Florida waters were the perfect 
fi shing spot for Tracy Kelly, Lisa Keg-
lovic, and Lisa’s son Colton where they 
took Dad, Jack Evans, 82 years old, on 
the perfect and successful fi shing trip.   
Much fun and laughs were had on this 
memorable trip. 

Angie
Chewning
Filling in for Bootie

Frank and Janine Stone 
celebrate 65th anniversary

Frank and Janine 
Stone recently celebrat-
ed their 65th wedding 
anniversary. Th ey were 
married on August 17, 
1956. In previous years, 
the couple hosted large 
gatherings of family and 
friends to mark the occa-
sion but scaled back this 
year due to COVID.

Th ey did celebrate 
with a smaller group at 
Th e Roanoker restaurant 
on August 21 – “a lovely 
occasion,” the Stones 
said. Guests travelled 
from as far away as Or-
egon, Georgia, Alabama, 
and North and South 
Carolina for the event.

Th e Stones met at 
Lynchburg College in 
1954, when they caught 
one another’s eyes across 
the library and had a 
friend introduce them.

At their 59th anniver-
sary party at the Vinton 
War Memorial, they 
joked that one of the rea-
sons their marriage has 
endured was that they 
agreed in their younger 
years that “whoever said 
the word ‘divorce’ had 
to take custody” of their 
four children.”

Frank Stone, now 
88, served as principal 
of almost every elemen-
tary school in the Vinton 
area – Roland E. Cook, 
Herman L. Horn when 
it was East Vinton, and 
W.E. Cundiff  when it 
was Hardy Road El-
ementary, Cundiff ’s fi rst 
principal. He retired 
from Cundiff  in 1988. 

Janine originally 
taught school on Bent 
Mountain when Frank 
was principal, and later 
taught algebra at sev-
eral Roanoke County 
Schools ending her ca-
reer at William Byrd 
High School in 1993.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Frank and Janine Stone celebrated their 65th wedding 
anniversary at The Roanoker restaurant on August 21.

PHOTO COURTESY OF VINTON HISTORY MUSEUM
Frank and Janine Stone were married on August 17, 
1956.

Campbell Memorial welcomes new pastor
Th e members of Campbell 

Memorial Presbyterian Church 
and Wild Goose Christian Com-
munity are excited to be welcom-
ing  their new pastor, Jonathan 
Moelker. Moelker is a recent grad-
uate of Union Presbyterian Semi-
nary in Richmond.

Moelker is known as a pas-
sionate and energetic preacher 
and church leader. He grew up 
in Franklin, Tenn., and moved to 
Virginia to pursue his Master of 
Divinity and Master of Th eology 
at Union Presbyterian Seminary at 
Richmond. 

Most recently he served as the 
assistant to the pastor at New 
Hanover Presbyterian Church in 
Mechanicsville, Va. He performed 

various pastoral duties at NHPC 
and while the senior pastor was on 
sabbatical, he served as the prima-
ry worship leader and preacher. He 
loves relating Scripture to people’s 
everyday lives and spreading the 
joy of Christ throughout the com-
munity.

Moelker’s fi ancée, Isabella Fa-
giani, is the associate pastor at Ra-
leigh Court Presbyterian Church 
in Roanoke. Th ey are excited to 
begin their life together in minis-
try. 

He is also a runner and hiker 
who loves to fi nd the trail less 
traveled. Alongside his seminary 
degrees, Moelker has a BS in In-
dustrial Engineering and enjoys 
tinkering around with machines in 

his free time.
Both Campbell Memorial and 

Wild Goose Christian Commu-
nity are delighted to have called 
Moelker to this position, as much 
as he is delighted to have been 
called by them.   His ordination 
service is planned for Sunday, Sep-
tember 19, at Campbell and the 
community is warmly invited to 
participate.   

Skip Hastings has been the in-
terim pastor at Campbell Memo-
rial for the past two years. He will 
be accepting another interim posi-
tion.

Campbell Memorial is located 
at 1130 Hardy Road, Vinton and 
Wild Goose is located at 5646 
Cloverdale Road, Roanoke.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Jonathan Moelker will be ordained as the new pastor at 
Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church on September 
19.

On Common Ground to perform at Aug. 28 Mingle at the Market concert
The Vinton Area 

Chamber of Commerce 
will be hosting its next 
Mingle at the Market 
Concert for 2021 on 
August 28 at the Vinton 
Farmers’ Market. The 
concert will get under-
way on the HomeTrust 
Bank Stage at 7 p.m. 
with a performance by 
the band On Common 
Ground. The  popular 
local band plays a wide 
variety of music in a vari-
ety of venues, with mem-

bers from the Roanoke 
and Covington areas.

The featured food 
truck this week will be 
Yanie’s Hot Kitchen.  
Craft beer and adult bev-
erages will be available 
for purchase. 

Admission is $6. This 
is a family-friendly event 
with children 12 and 
under admitted free of 
charge. 

Bring your own seat-
ing and an ID. No pets 
are allowed. Wear a mask 

if you haven’t been vac-
cinated. 

Member One is the 
lead sponsor for the 
2021 Summer Concert 
Series. Diamond Level 
sponsors include Blue 
Ridge Beverage and the 
Vinton War Memo-
rial. Special Sponsor is 
Roanoke County. Gold 
sponsors include Car-
ilion Clinic, Winters 

Storage, and Servpro. 
Silver level sponsors in-
clude Berkshire Health 
Care, HomeTrust Bank, 
Lotz Funeral Home, 
Neely’s Accounting, 
PFG, Coastal Insurance 
Planning of VA, Fox Ra-
dio 910, and The Vin-
ton Messenger. Sherri 
Winkler of Nite Owl 
Artz has done the design 
work for the concert 

with printing by Vertex 
Signs.

There are only two 
Mingle concerts remain-
ing in 2021 – Hardrive 
Crew on September 11 
and Five Dollar Shake 
on September 25.

The Vinton Farm-
ers’ Market is located in 
downtown Vinton at 204 
W. Lee Avenue. Plenty 
of parking is available in 

the downtown area.
Volunteers are needed 

for each week’s Mingle. 
Contact Angie Chewn-
ing, executive direc-
tor of the Vinton Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
at 343-1364 or email 
her angie@vintoncham-
ber.com if you or your 
organization have some 
time to help with these 
events.
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Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485
or email tfrye@ourvalley.org

to advertise in this space.

Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes 
you to our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself 
to be one of a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environ-
ment of a comfortable lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community 
family. The town, with its proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain 
Lake, provides many opportunities for those who wish to stop and shop at our local 
farmers market or one of our unique specialty shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the 
year from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers 
its own unique atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if 
you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and ameni-
ties located nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; 
small, locally, and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views 
of the mountains and Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling 

of belonging, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conven-
iences that are necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.
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Town of Vinton and 
Roanoke County for 
their cooperation and 
encouragement. He spe-
cifically thanked local 
government leaders Vin-
ton Mayor Brad Grose, 
Vice Mayor Sabrina 
McCarty, and Town 
Council members Lau-
rie Mullins, Keith Liles, 
and Mike Stovall; Town 
Manager Pete Peters, 
Assistant Town Manager 
Cody Sexton, and town 
department heads Chas-
ity Barbour (Director of 
Community Programs), 
Anne Cantrell (Treasur-
er and Director of Fi-
nance), Donna Collins 
(Director of Human Re-
sources), Chief of Police 
Fabricio Drumond, Di-
rector of Public Works 
Bo Herndon, Planning 
and Zoning Director 
Anita McMillan, and 
Town Clerk/Executive 
Assistant Susan John-
son, most of whom were 

on hand for the ceremo-
ny.

Mayor Grose com-
mended Hayth and 
Bank of Botetourt for 
“becoming part of the 
community so quick-
ly.” He noted that the 
bank is located on the 
corner of Pollard Street 
and Cleveland Avenue, 
where the iconic High’s 
Ice Cream once stood. 
The mayor and Town 
Manager Peters present-
ed Hayth with a Vinton 
flag and the traditional 
“InVinton” lapel pin.

Hayth introduced 
Bank of Botetourt Se-
nior Vice President 
Andy Shotwell, who 
was in charge of the 
construction project. 
Shotwell said that the 
Vinton office was “the 
best building experience 
the bank has had.” He 
acknowledged Hughes 
and Associates Archi-
tects and Engineers, 

the civil engineers and 
developers for the proj-
ect, and their president 
Mike Woolwine and ar-
chitect Earl Shumate. 

Shotwell also recog-
nized the general con-
tractors for the Vin-
ton Bank of Botetourt, 
G&H Contracting, 
especially Vice Presi-
dent Troy Henderson 
and job superintendent 
Donald Gibson for the 
“fabulous job” they did 
on the project with site 
preparation and con-
struction. 

Ground was bro-
ken for the project on 
November 24, 2020. 
Demolition began on 
March 9, with the goal 
of opening by the end 
of 2021. Construction 
crews kept a steady 
pace, and just these few 
months later, the proj-
ect is complete. 

Hayth introduced 
the Bank of Botetourt 

Vinton Office staff:  
Branch Manager and 
Assistant Vice President 
Paula Robins, Univer-
sal Banker/Head Teller 
Phillip Tingler, Univer-
sal Banker Kathryn Bar-
berie, and Nikki Griffin 
of Virginia Mountain 
Mortgage. (Robins has 
over 39 years of banking 
experience and was pre-
viously the branch man-
ager at the bank’s Peters 
Creek and Bonsack/460 
offices.)

He recognized mem-
bers of the Bank of 
Botetourt Vinton Advi-
sory Board: Mary Beth 
Layman, Jason Boothe, 
and Paul St. Clair. He 
expressed his apprecia-
tion to Roanoke County 
Economic Development 
Director Jill Loope, the 
Board of Supervisors, 
and county administra-
tive staff. 

The grand opening 
celebration continued 

throughout the morn-
ing and included free 
Homestead Creamery 
Ice Cream, free T-shirts, 
gifts, and refreshments, 
and a visit from June 
Bug the Clown.

The Vinton branch 
of Bank of Botetourt is 
located just across from 
the Vinton Library and 
the Vinton Municipal 
Building. In his com-
ments, Hayth noted that 
when Town Manager 
Peters was showing him 
potential sites for the 
new branch office, they 
stepped out of the Mu-
nicipal Building on Pol-
lard, and he noticed the 
vacant High’s Ice Cream 
location just across the 
street—the perfect spot 
for the new venture.

Lobby hours in Vin-
ton are Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and Friday from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Drive-
through hours are Mon-

day through Thursday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. and Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Bank of Botetourt in 
Vinton has a 24-hour 
ATM machine with 
deposit capabilities, lo-
cated in the vestibule. 
Night deposit is avail-
able. The office also 
houses the bank’s mort-
gage company, Virginia 
Mountain Mortgage.

During the Novem-
ber 2020 groundbreak-
ing ceremony, Mayor 
Grose said, “Bank of 
Botetourt is big in cus-
tomer service and com-
munity service– the 
kind of business we 
look for here in Vinton, 
which is a close-knit, 
strong community. You 
have landed in the right 
community. We look 
forward to working 
with you,” a sentiment 
he echoed on August 
19.

From left, Troy Henderson, vice president of G&H Contractors (general contractor 
for the project); Hughes and Associates Architects and Engineers President Mike 
Woolwine; Bank of Botetourt Senior Vice President Andy Shotwell (in charge of the 
Vinton office project), and Donald Gibson of G&H Contracting (site superintendent) 
were recognized at the grand opening ceremony.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Vinton Town Manager Pete Peters (left) and Vinton Mayor Brad Grose (right) 
presented a Vinton flag to G. Lyn Hayth III, president and CEO of Bank of Botetourt, 
during the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Bank of Botetourt from page 1

Water meter upgrade and replacement 
program begins in Vinton

Beginning this month, the Town 
of Vinton has initiated a compre-
hensive water meter replacement 
program that will convert approxi-
mately 5,000 meters to an auto-
matic meter infrastructure (AMI) 
system. 

Th e town has hired contractors 
Core & Main and Bitter Creek 
Construction (BCC) for this proj-
ect as that company is experienced 
in this type of meter conversion. 

Th e purpose of this eff ort is to 
upgrade the town’s water distribu-
tion system with electronic reading 
capability and to replace meters 
that have served beyond their esti-
mated useful lives.

“After a year of planning, we are 
excited to enter into the installation 

phase of this project,” said Assistant 
Town Manager Cody Sexton. “We 
are increasing both the eff ectiveness 
and the effi  ciency of Vinton’s util-
ity system with this project. Th anks 
to the hard work of town staff  and 
our highly professional contractors, 
the town’s citizens, businesses, and 
water customers will benefi t from 
this investment in infrastructure for 
years to come.” 

Th e new meter system will al-
low water meters to be read from 
radio receivers via fi xed locations 
throughout the town. 

Replacing old meters will ensure 
that the town can more accurately 
track both individual usage for bill-
ing purposes, and also monitor and 
assess community water demands. 

Th e meters will have the ability 
to provide real-time data on water 
usage in the town and allow staff  
to better communicate with cus-
tomers regarding consumption pat-
terns, possibly catching leaks and 
other issues sooner rather than later. 

Contract workers will perform a 
courtesy “knock-on-the-door” no-
tifi cation at the time of installation 
and will place a door hanger once 
the new meter has been installed. 
Th e plan is to replace all commer-
cial and residential meters from 
now through spring 2022. 

According to Sexton, residential 
installations got underway on Au-
gust 23.

For more information, call Vin-
ton Public Works at 983-0646.
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YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

The Vinton Library 
is excited to greet Sep-
tember as it is Library 
Card Sign-Up Month! 
Call or come into the 
library to find out how 
you can get your library 
card and what you can 
do with it. Your card 
not only gives you ac-
cess to books, audio-
books, and DVDs, but 
also to library comput-
ers, eBooks, eAudio-
books, and many more 
online resources. Sign 
up for a library card in 
September and receive a 
free gift!

September is also 
Civic Awareness Month, 
and we will be hosting 
a Zoom presentation 
on the History of De-
mocracy, from classical 
Athens through ancient 
Rome, to the creation 
of the United States 
Constitution. Register 
online for this Zoom 
program taking place on 
September 16 at 6 p.m.

Join us for a Hob-
bit Day celebration on 
Saturday, Sept. 18 at 
12:30 p.m., where we’ll 
celebrate the birthdays 
of Bilbo and Frodo Bag-
gins from J.R.R. Tolk-
ien’s “The Lord of the 
Rings” with an elvish 
giveaway, crafts, and 
food, while supplies 
last! At 1:30 p.m., we 
will be showing Peter 
Jackson’s “The Fellow-
ship of the Ring” on the 
patio (weather permit-
ting). 

Creations and Temp-
tations will be held on 
the patio on September 
7 at 6 p.m.; sign up to 
make bookshelf earrings 
or a key chain. 

The Vinton Book 
Club will meet on the 
patio on September 2 at 
3 p.m., 

As the Page Turns 
Book Club will meet 
on September 8 at 2 
p.m. via Zoom and Plot 
Threads Book Club will 
meet on September 9 at 
6:30 p.m. via Zoom.

The Vinton Library 
is also partnering with 
community members to 
bring you new and ex-
citing programs. We’re 
working with Carilion 
to show you how to 
have Fun with Fruits 
and Veggies on Septem-
ber 9 at 6 p.m. 

The Better Business 
Bureau Serving Western 
Virginia will be present-
ing on the most com-
mon COVID-19 scams 
on September 2 at 3 

p.m. 
The Harmon & 

Prouty Financial Group 
will be giving a Medi-
care 101 talk on Sep-
tember 21 at 10:30 a.m. 
All of these programs 
will take place on our 
beautiful patio (weather 
permitting).

All age groups can 
help us commemo-
rate Banned Books 
Week by attending 
our “Banned Books to 
Movies” events! Join us 
for outdoor showings 
of: “Where the Wild 
Things Are” (Sept. 27, 
4:30), “James and the 
Giant Peach” (Sept. 
28, 4:30), “Call of the 
Wild” (Sept. 29, 5:30), 
and “Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory” 
(Sept. 30, 5:30). 

On September 25 at 
2:30 p.m., join us on 
the patio as Southwest 
Virginia Wildlife Cen-
ter’s animal ambassa-
dors give a talk on Local 
Wildlife 101.

Teens can pick up 
Mad Scientist and 
Take and Create kits 
throughout the month 
of September (while 
supplies last); register 
for and pick-up a Teen 
Takeout Book Kit and 
join us for our Hobbit 
Day celebration. 

Children and their 
caregivers can join us 
for an outdoor, in-per-
son Family Storytime at 
11:30 a.m. on Wednes-
days during our five-
week fall session (Sep-
tember 15 to October 
13). Register online. 

Wonder Packs, Mad 
Scientist, and Take 
and Create kits will be 
available for children 
throughout the month, 
while supplies last. 

Children can also 
join us for The Bad 
Guys Virtual Book Club 
on Thursdays at 4 p.m. 
where they will play 
games and win prizes! 
Ideal for ages 7 and up.

There are exciting 
programs for all ages 
throughout the month 
of September at the 
Vinton Library. Please 
register for programs 
online via our website 
(https://www.roanoke-
coun tyva . gov /2421/
Vinton-Library) or by 
phone (857-5043). We 
look forward to seeing 
you soon!

By Senior 
Library Assistant 
Caitlin DeMarco

Town of Vinton off ers a ‘Penny 
for Your Th oughts’ on zoning

After over three years of delib-
erating, collaborating, and strat-
egizing with the Vinton Planning 
Commission, residents, business 
owners, and other professional 
organizations, the proposed zon-
ing ordinance and subdivision or-
dinance revisions are entering the 
fi nal stages of review before adop-
tion. 

More information on these up-
dates can be found on the Town of 
Vinton Website at: https://www.
vintonva.gov/.../Zoning-and-Sub-

division.
A community meeting has been 

scheduled for Th ursday, Sept. 9, 
from 4 to 6:30 p.m., at the Charles 
R. Hill Community Center at 820 
E. Washington Avenue, Vinton. 

Th e theme and title for this event 
is “A Penny for Your Th oughts.” 
Th is theme capitalizes on the abil-
ity for residents and business own-
ers to give their opinions, make 
comments, and vote on certain 
policies during this event.

Th ere will be two tours of the 

exhibits given. One tour will be 
given from 4 to 5 p.m., and the 
second tour will be from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. 

Participants must pre-register 
to attend this event and can select 
their preferred specifi c tour time 
slot by completing the following 
online form: https://forms.gle/Zf-
Z7ud3dWduaYWiL8.

Contact the Planning and Zon-
ing Department at 983-0605 if 
you have questions about the event 
or the pending ordinance revisions.

Among the new fac-
ulty members at Vinton 
area elementary schools 
this year are several li-
censed remediation 
teachers hired by Roa-
noke County Public 
Schools (RCPS).

According to RCPS 
Director of Community 
Relations Chuck Lion-
berger, “Roanoke Coun-
ty Public Schools has 
been screening students 

and using this data along 
with summer school to 
identify areas of need for 
each of our students.”  

“The W.I.N. (What 
I Need) initiative is de-
signed to create a learn-
ing plan for each student 
where his or her individ-
ual needs are addressed,” 
Lionberger said. “This 
school year, CARES 
funding has been used 
to hire licensed remedia-

tion teachers at the el-
ementary level.

“These teachers are 
assigned individual stu-
dents to work with on 
specific skills for read-
ing and mathematics 
during the school day. 
Additional reading and 
math tutors are being 
used at the elementary 
and middle school level 
as well,” he said. “All of 
these resources are being 

used to address learning 
loss that may have taken 
place over the last school 
year. 

“RCPS is currently 
exploring possible after 
school tutoring options 
for students as well,” 
Lionberger noted. “The 
goal for this school year 
is to tailor instruction 
that will address each of 
the needs of each of our 
students.”

RCPS implements remediation 
plan for elementary students

Roanoke County Administrator 
O’Donnell to retire

Roanoke County 
Administrator Dan 
O’Donnell has an-
nounced that he will be 
retiring eff ective Febru-
ary 1, 2022. 

“Working alongside 
our dedicated employees 
has been rewarding and 
we have accomplished 
so much, together, 
for the betterment of 
our community,” said 
O’Donnell. “I am hon-
ored to have had the 
support of the Board 
of Supervisors and 
privileged to serve the 
citizens as their admin-
istrator. I’m now look-
ing forward to the next 
phase of my life.” 

“Dan has always been 
very supportive of the 
town and been appre-
ciative of the role and 
services that we provide 
and has  been an advo-
cate for the progress of 
our recent economic de-
velopment projects and 
securing county support 
for them including Vin-
yard Station, Gish Mill 
and the recent hotel 
project announcement,” 
said Vinton Town Man-
ager Pete Peters.  “Dan 
has  also been  very gra-
cious  to assist the town 
with operational sup-
port and guidance dur-
ing the onset of CO-
VID-19 and throughout 
the pandemic. I have 
enjoyed working with 
Dan, and I have learned 
a great deal from watch-
ing how he approaches 
projects, manages  op-
erations, and communi-
cates with his staff .”

O’Donnell has 
worked in public man-
agement for 35 years, 
serving over 21 years in 
Roanoke County. He 
began as an assistant 
county administrator in 

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROANOKE COUNTYDan O’Donnell

2000 and then was ap-
pointed county admin-
istrator in January 2019. 
Prior to coming to Roa-
noke County, he served 
as the administrator for 
counties in New York and 
West Virginia. 

O’Donnell oversaw 
development of the 
county’s fi rst-ever Com-
munity Strategic Plan to 
guide policy, budget deci-
sions, and service delivery 
choices. He served as the 
project manager for the 
$30 million Green Ridge 
Recreation Center and 
the $28 million Public 
Safety Center construc-
tion projects. 

He has overseen the 
passage of the fi rst com-
pensation study and step 
pay plan for public safety 

personnel to recruit and 
retain talented employ-
ees. He has also led the 
county’s response to the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

“Dan has been a tre-
mendous asset for Roa-
noke County,” said Board 
of Supervisors Chairman 
Jason Peters, who rep-
resents Vinton on the 
board. “He has helped 
shape the strategic direc-
tion of the county and 
led through some very 
challenging times. His 
leadership and guidance 
are greatly appreciated, 
and we hope he enjoys 
a well-deserved retire-
ment.” 

Th e Board of Supervi-
sors will determine the 
next steps in hiring a new 
county administrator.
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
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If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. 
Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Ser-
vice, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Con-
temporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 
6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is 
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of Eck-
ankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 
Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. 
James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 
10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@ve-
rizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bi-
ble Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 
Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-

mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev. 
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.
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Read Ezekiel 5:1 through 7:27

“Emma! Liam! Have you even 
started your homework?” Sh-
eryl had given strict instruc-
tions to her children to com-
plete their homework or they 
wouldn’t be going skating 
later. “Looks like we won’t be 
going skating tonight. You’ll 
be doing homework instead.”

The children exclaimed, 
“Please, Mom, let us go. That’s 
not fair!”

“And they will know that I am 
the Lord; I did not threaten in 
vain to bring this calamity on 
them” (Ezekiel 6:10).

Like Sheryl, God had a purpose 
in His instructions to Judah. 

He gave them wonderful 
promises. Peace and safety 
would be theirs if they fol-
lowed Him. He also gave stern 
warnings. If they ignored Him, 
destruction would come.

The people acted in disobedi-
ence and did what was evil. As 
a result, God sent them into 
exile. Even today God does 
not speak in vain. If we listen 
to Him, we will receive bless-
ings. If we run to rebellion, we 
will fall into judgment. Live in 
such a way as to receive His 
blessings.

Prayer Suggestion: Dear Lord, 
I will believe what You have 
said.

Quicklook: Ezekiel 6:9–11

God Meant It

RVTPO Policy Board approves Highway 
Infrastructure Program funding

Th e Roanoke Valley 
Transportation Planning 
Organization (RVTPO) 
Policy Board has approved 
Highway Infrastructure 
Program funding which 
includes two projects in 
Vinton. (Th e RVTPO was 
created in 1974 to plan 
and budget the use of fed-
eral dollars in the Roanoke 
region.)

Th e federal 2021 U.S. 
Department of Transpor-
tation Appropriations Act 
and the Coronavirus Re-
sponse and Relief Supple-
mental Appropriations Act 
(CRRSAA) provide new 
funding to be obligated 
in urbanized areas with 
populations greater than 
200,000 which includes 
the Roanoke Valley.

Th ese funds are distrib-
uted in the form of High-
way Infrastructure Pro-
gram funds and Highway 
Infrastructure Program—
CRRSAA funds and are 
being provided to Metro-
politan Planning Organi-
zations for programming.

At the July 22 RVTPO 
Policy Board meeting, a 
staff  funding recommen-
dation was adopted in-
volving fund allocations 
of $1,649,707, which 
includes two Vinton proj-
ects: the Hardy Road/Dil-
lon Woods Crosswalk and 
the Walnut Avenue Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Accommo-
dations from West Lee Av-
enue to 1st Street.

Vinton Planning and 

Zoning Director Anita 
McMillan has shared in-
formation on the funds 
and assistance the Town 
of Vinton has and con-
tinues to receive from the 
VDOT Salem District, the 
Roanoke Valley-Alleghany 
Regional Commission 
Transportation Technical 
Committee (TTC) and 
the Transportation Plan-
ning Organization (TPO) 
regarding the town’s trans-
portation projects.

“Based on VDOT’s 
cost estimates and proj-
ect oversight, the Hardy 
Road/Dillon Woods 
Crosswalk  Project is now 
estimated at $497,911,” 
McMillan said. “Th e cur-
rent HSIP (Highway 
Safety Improvement Pro-
gram)  funding that we 
applied for back in 2017 
is $183,000. To cover this 
budget shortfall, we sub-
mitted a Transportation 
Alternative (TA) pre-ap-
plication  in May. We also 
asked the VDOT Salem 
District if they have any 
funds to help the Town 
to move forward with this 
crosswalk Project.

“In early July, we were 
made aware of the  High-
way Infrastructure Pro-
gram  (HIP) and the 
HIP Coronavirus Re-
sponse and Relief Supple-
mental Appropriations 
Act  (CRRSAA) funding 
that RVARC has received. 
So, we submitted a request 
for additional funding for 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF VINTON The crosswalk project at Dillon Woods and Hardy Road.

this crosswalk Project. On 
July 16, we were informed 
by VDOT Salem Dis-
trict that VDOT Central 
has approved $298,393 
of HSIP funds for this 
Project and on July 22, 
TPO approved funding 
of  $16,518 for the Proj-
ect under the CRRSAA 
funds.

Currently, McMillan is 
working on the Request 
for Proposal (RFP) for 
engineering services for 
the Hardy Road/Dillon 
Woods and Gus Nicks 
Boulevard Crosswalk 
Projects. Th e Gus Nicks 

Boulevard Crosswalk re-
ceived Surface Transporta-
tion Block Grant (STBG) 
funding for $169,650 in 
2020 and VDOT’s esti-
mate is at $403,911. On 
May 27, 2021, TPO ap-
proved the STBG funds 
of $403,912 for the Gus 
Nicks Boulevard Cross-
walk Project.

“As far as for the Wal-
nut Avenue Bike/Pedes-
trian Project Phase 2, W. 
Lee Avenue to 1st Street; 
it is funded under STBG 
funds, too,” McMil-
lan said. “Th e cost esti-
mate back in 2019 was 

$545,250; and in 2020 
the cost estimate went 
up to $881,360 with ad-
ditional funding under 
STBG of $463,750  for 
Fiscal Year 2024 approved 
on May 27, 2021. 

“Th e HIP CRRSAA 
funds of $463,750 will 
move the funding ahead 
since the project is already 
under  50% design plans 
and we hope for the con-
struction to start  by  Au-
gust 2023, instead of hav-
ing to wait until 2024.”

McMillan and Assistant 
Planning and Zoning Di-
rector Nathan McClung 

served on the Roanoke 
Valley-Alleghany Regional 
Commission (RVARC) 
Transportation Technical 
Committee (TTC) un-
til June. McMillan also 
served on the Transporta-
tion Planning Organiza-
tion (TPO) as a nonvot-
ing member. 

As of July, McMillan 
and Assistant Town Man-
ager Cody Sexton are serv-
ing on the TTC. Sexton is 
the non-voting member 
of the TPO, while Coun-
cilmen Mike Stovall and 
Keith Liles are the voting 
members of the TPO.

Submit your community news and photos 
to vintonmessenger@ourvalley.org
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

SUDDENLY SINGLE?
If unexpected life changes have left you 

widowed or divorced and you need 
financial guidance, we can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

CALL NOW to advertise 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
Lesley Owens, Agent
8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
Bus 540-366-6384   Fax 540-366-6625
1451 W Main St, Salem, VA 24153
Spartan Square Shopping Center
(540) 404-3694
lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com

Thank you for your loyalty.  We appreciate you.
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To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355

ADVERTISE!

Auctions

 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

General 
Information

Notice 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn Radford 

Immediate 
Counselor 

openings with the 
Life Center of 

Galax.  

Mill Creek 
Childcare Center 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Public Notice  
Environmental 

Permit 

becky.france@deq.virginia.
gov

https://www.deq.virginia.gov
/permits-regulations/public-
notices/water/virginia-
pollution-discharge-
elimination-system-vpdes 

Legals - City of 
Radford

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

FOR THE CITY OF 
RADFORD  

Case No. CL21-6456 

ORDER OF PUBLICATION 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21-888 

Pursuant to the 
Single Family 

Mortgage 
Foreclosure Act  

Help Wanted - 
General

Public Notice  
Environmental 

Permit 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - City of 
Salem

To place your ad, call 389-9355

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

BAG BAG 
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

STATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target au-
diences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* 
Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 
for MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, 
Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 
services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS
tion. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-
6667

Dont let the stairs limit 
your mobility! Discover 
the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about 
a fall or wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today!  
1-888-510-0805

HELP WANTED 

HIRING? We can help 
you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 

Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
hi l tonol iverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverat-

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to 

help pay funeral and other 
 nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://
www.L i f e55p lus . i n f o /

vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-

dependence and mobility
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

“Neighbors”
33  “But a Samaritan 

while traveling came near 
him; and when he saw him, 
he was moved with compas-
sion.  34  He went to him 
and bandaged his wounds, 
having poured oil and wine 
on them. Th en he put him 
on his own animal, brought 
him to an inn, and took care 
of him. 35 Th e next day he 
took out two denarii, gave 
them to the innkeeper, and 
said, ‘Take care of him; and 
when I come back, I will re-
pay you whatever more you 
spend.’  36  Which of these 
three, do you think, was a 
neighbor to the man who 
fell into the hands of the rob-
bers (Luke 10:33-36)?”

Jesus told the parable 
of the Good Samaritan in 
response to a lawyer who 
asked, “Teacher, what must 
I do to inherit eternal life?” 

After declaring the Great 
Commandment—“Love 
the Lord your God with all 
your heart, soul, strength, 
and mind; and love your 
neighbor as yourself.”—Jesus 
assured him, “Do this, and 
you will live.” Seemingly un-
satisfi ed with Jesus’ answer, 
the lawyer asked, “And who 
is my neighbor?”

Th e story of the Good Sa-
maritan was told as a means 
to clarify and specify who is 
considered to be one’s neigh-
bor. In the ancient world, as 
is true today, a neighbor was 
typically defi ned by proxim-
ity; a person who is situated 
by or lives near another. Sim-
ilar to our world today, in 
fi rst century Palestine, one’s 
ancestry, type of occupation, 
level of education, and fi -
nancial situation often deter-
mined where one lived. As a 

From the Pulpit
result, not only was a neigh-
bor defi ned as someone who 
lived close to another, but 
also as one who lived similar-
ly to another. In that respect, 
I am sure the lawyer in to-
day’s passage was good to his 
neighbors—those who lived 
near him, lived like him, and 
could easily relate to him.

According to Jesus, the 
Kingdom of God defi nes a 
neighbor quite diff erently. 
Not only was the Samari-
tan in Jesus’ parable quite 
diff erent from the Jewish 
lawyer posing the question, 
the Samaritan would have 
also been very diff erent from 
the man he found who had 
been left half dead. Th is man 
was traveling from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, which means he 
was probably Jewish. Th e 
road that led from Jericho to 
Jerusalem was the way most 
Jews took when traveling to 
Jerusalem because it routed 
them away from Samaria. 
Th ough this road would 
have taken them longer to 
reach Jerusalem, it would 

have allowed them to avoid 
any contact with Samaritans 
who were believed to be un-
clean. At that time, Samari-
tans and Jews did not live 
near one another, did not 
live like one another, and 
would have found it almost 
impossible to relate to one 
another.

And yet, according to 
Jesus, the Samaritan in his 
parable exemplifi ed what it 
means to be a neighbor, de-
spite his lack of proximity, 
similarity, or ability to relate 
to the stripped and beaten 
man he found. What was it 
then that made the Samari-
tan a neighbor? I believe it 
was his response to the needs 
of the person in front of him. 
He discovered a person in 
need, was moved with com-
passion, and chose to  take 
care of him. Th is was the cri-
teria Jesus used to defi ne and 
illustrate what it means to 
be a neighbor—those who 
show others compassion and 
choose to help.

We may not encounter 

someone who has liter-
ally been stripped, beaten, 
robbed, and half dead, 
but we are surrounded by 
people in need. Th ose who 
have been stripped of their 
dignity and robbed of their 
self-worth due to sickness, 
disease, a health crisis, or old 
age. We encounter people 
every day who have been 
beaten by the painful blows 
of grief, depression, divorce, 
abuse, bullying, and a num-
ber of other losses. We come 
face-to-face with people ev-
ery day who are physically 
exhausted, mentally drained, 
emotionally shattered, and 
feel spiritually  half dead. 
Th eir needs might not be as 
obvious as the man in Jesus’ 
parable, but if we look care-
fully and listen closely, it will 
not take us long to see and 
hear the desperate needs and 
heartfelt pleas of the people 
around us.

Fred Rogers, whose icon-
ic invitation “Won’t you be 
my neighbor?” once said: 
“When I was a boy and I 

would see scary things in the 
news, my mother would say 
to me, ‘Look for the help-
ers.  You will always fi nd 
people who are helping.’” 

According to Jesus, 
regardless of proximity, 
similarity, or relatability, a 
neighbor is one who helps 
– someone who has com-
passion for the needs of an-
other and does what they 
can to take care of them. 
Apparently, loving God and 
loving neighbor is accom-
plished best by choosing to 
be a neighbor. When asked, 
“Teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” Jesus of-
fered the Great Command-
ment. When asked how to 
apply it, Jesus gave an illus-
tration of what it looks like 
to be a neighbor. His conclu-
sion, “Go and do likewise.”

Who it is that needs our 
help? How might we choose 
to be their neighbor?        

By The Rev. 
Travis Russell, 

Vinton Baptist Church

STUDENT NEWS
Vinton students 
graduate from University 
of Rhode Island 

Th e University of Rhode Island cel-
ebrated more than 4,000 of its newest 
alumni during the University’s 135th 
Commencement on May 21-23. More 
than 3,700 undergraduate degrees and 
680 graduate degrees were conveyed to 
students during nine individual ceremo-
nies, including:

Ethan Patrick Edwards of Vinton re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science in Geology 
and Geological Oceanography.

Courtney Mitchell of Vinton received 

a Bachelor of Science in Nursing, RN to 
BS.

Wienke among students 
recognized for academic 
excellence

Heidi Wienke from Vinton has been 
honored as one of the brightest students 
in the world by the Th e Johns Hopkins 
Center for Talented Youth (CTY).

Wienke, a student at William Byrd 
Middle School, was honored for excep-
tional performance on the SAT, ACT, or 
similar assessment taken as part of the 

CTY Talent Search. CTY uses above-
grade-level testing to identify advanced 
students from around the world and pro-
vide a clear picture of their true academic 
abilities.

Wienke was one of nearly 19,000 stu-
dents from 84 countries who joined CTY 
in the 2020-21 Talent Search year. Less 
than 20 percent of CTY Talent Search 
participants qualifi ed for CTY High 
Honors Awards. Honorees also qualifi ed 
for CTY’s online and summer programs, 
through which bright students can form 
a community of engaged learners with 
other bright students from around the 
world. 

Th ere are more than 15,500 enroll-
ments in CTY Online Programs courses 

each year. In addition, CTY’s in-person 
Summer Programs for bright students are 
off ered at about 20 sites in the United 
States and Hong Kong.

Wienke earns faculty 
honors at Georgia Tech 

Erin Wienke of Vinton earned the 
distinction of Faculty Honors for Spring 
2021 at the Georgia Institute of Technol-
ogy. Th is designation is awarded to un-
dergraduate students who have earned a 
4.0 academic average for the semester.

Wienke is a 2020 graduate of William 
Byrd High School and the Roanoke Val-
ley Governor’s School.

PET OF THE WEEK

“Tyler”  1yr old male neutered Pitbull
Tyler is a lovable dog who still has a lot of puppy left in 
him.  He would do well in a home with other dogs, who 
can help run out his energy.  He is a lovable pup who is 
looking for a home that will let him give all the kisses. 

“Paul” 1yr old neutered male Pitbull
Paul is a strong male who does well with other dogs and 
has a lot of energy.  He will do well in a home full of 
silings and a big yard that he can run in. 

“Meredith” 4 month  spayed female DSH
Meredith is a sweet girl that takes a minute to come 
out of her shell.  She is a total lap kitten once  she 
claims you.  She would do well in a home with other 
kittens that can help her come out of her shell.
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Number Name Position Year
1 Ethan Hairston WB/DB 12
2 Peyton Fuchs RB/LB 12
3 Dominic Dulak WB/WB 10
4 Israel Hairston QB/DB 10
5 Cole Spencer RB/LB 12
6 Lane Shoemaker QB/SL/DB 10
7 Brayden Andrews WR/DB 10
9 John Kiker RB/LB 10
10 Shane Heldenbrand WR/DB 11
11 Davian Hopkins WB/DB 11
12 Peyton Leftwich RB/LB 11
13 Dillon Anderson WB/DB 11
15 Bricen Lancaster K/WR/DB 10
22 Jacob Dickerson WR/DB 11
23 Beau Brady H/LB 10
25 Ethan Haston WR/DB 9
30 Wyatte Bailey RB/LB 10
31 Dexter Gaines WR/DB 10
32 Cooper Minnix WB/DB 10
34 Alageon Gravely RB/LB 12
35 Dylan McSherry RB/LB 9
40 Brenin Witcher WR/DB 10
42 Jerrett Shepherd RB/DB 9
43 Kendal Howard H/LB 10
44 Elliott Gaines H/LB 10
51 Nicholas Bustamante OL/LB 9
52 Caleb Thompson OL/LB 11
53 Dustin Richards OL/LB 11
54 Alexander Reamey OL/LB 11
55 Doniven Davis OL/DL 10
56 Hunter Richards OL/DL 12
60 Nathen Williamson OL/DL 11
61 Luis Hernandez OL/DL 11
62 Barry Cheatwood OL/DL 9
64 Ian Vest OL/LB 10
65 Cyrus Adams OL/DL 9
73 Robert Janney OL/DL 12
76 William Lucas OL/DL 12
78 Trace Poindexter OL/DL 11

WILLIAM BYRD 
VARSITY FOOTBALL 2021

Terriers open football season at 
home against Liberty Friday

A new football season begins Friday and things are back to normal, at least 
for now. William Byrd will host Liberty of Bedford at Patterson Stadium and 
fans will be in the stands, the band will be playing and the cheerleaders will be 
cheering.

“It felt so good to go out there and see people cheering again,” said Byrd coach 
Brad Lutz after the Terriers hosted Rockbridge County in an exhibition “Benefit 
Game” last Friday. The Terriers took a 21-7 win in their last tune-up before the 
regular season.

“I was disappointed we didn’t have a whole season in the spring,” said Lutz. 
“We had a really talented team and a lot of older players. I thought the kids 
handled it well, but it wasn’t the same. Last Friday it felt really, really good to 
hear the cheers again.”

Byrd finished 4-3 in the spring season, which began the last week of February 
and ended in mid-April. It was anything but a normal season, as athletic directors 
scrambled to find opponents. Byrd AD Jason Taylor had a six game schedule 
laid out before the Roanoke County School Board determined the county schools 
could only play in-county opponents. Then, after Taylor made some changes, 
the county did a 180 and said it was okay to play out of county schools. Byrd 
picked up Patrick County in the middle of the season and played the Cougars on 
a Thursday night.

In addition, the Virginia High School League pared down the playoffs to half 
of the usual number of teams competing. Byrd would have made the playoffs in a 
normal year, but not last year. Instead the Terriers played an “And One” game by 
picking up Wilson Memorial for a seventh game. That turned out to be a bless-
ing, as Byrd took a 39-12 win against a solid Green Hornet team and Lutz hopes 
to use that as a spring board to this year’s season.

“We beat a good Wilson Memorial team to end the season on a high note,” he 
said. “Normally, if you’re in the playoffs, everyone ends with a loss except the 
state championship team. It was nice to have a good team and go out with a win. 
I’m hoping that carries over into this season.”

The returning Terriers have had just four months of off-season instead of the 
normal nine months, and that’s a double-edged sword. There are some draw-
backs, but also some benefits.

“We have a young team and we could have benefited from a few more months 
in the weight room,” said Lutz. “The kids have bought into that, and with the 
success we’ve had it’s been an easy sell. You hate to miss that time in the weight 
room.

“On the other hand, we’re still dialed in coming off a good season. With a 
quick turnover we have that momentum from the spring.”

The Terriers have looked good in the preseason despite having a very young 
team. The roster is comprised of just seven seniors with 11 juniors and 15 sopho-
mores. Six freshmen made the varsity and several will play key roles.

Two veterans who will lead the youngsters are brothers Hunter and Dustin 
Richards. Hunter is a senior and Dustin is a junior and both are big, strong kids 
who were varsity players since they were freshmen.

“They’re great kids with a blue collar mentality,” said Lutz. “They come from 
a great family and have a work ethic that’s unmatched, whether on the field or 

Left, sophomore Israel Hairston will be Byrd’s starting quarterback. Right, Cole Spencer hangs on to a Rockbridge County ballcarrier as Dustin Richards(#53) and Hunter 
Richards(#56) rush to assist. PHOTOS BY JOHN WACHER

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIFETOUCH

                  continued on page 11
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The Blue Ridge District golf tour vis-
ited Hanging Rock in Roanoke County 
on Tuesday and the Lord Botetourt 
team widened its’ lead. The Cavaliers 
shot a team score of 142 to edge 
Northside by three strokes.

William Byrd was third on the day 
with a four player total of 165. Kendrick 
South shot a 39 for Byrd’s best score, 
followed by Griffin Horacek at 41, 

Clayton Gilmore at 42 and Mattox 
Wolfe at 43. Two other Terriers played 
but did not count in the team score, 
Madeline Cunningham at 45 and 
Nathan Cole at 47.

Ashton Harper of Lord Botetourt 
was the medalist with a nine hole total 
of 29. Both Peyton Spangler and Nick 
Crawford of Northside carded 33 to tie 
for second.

Fall recreation sports return to the 
area gridirons and pitches this week-
end and Vinton teams will be in action 
at various locations.

Tackle football is back after a year’s 
absence due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. All three Vinton teams will be 
in Franklin County this Saturday for 
opening games. The 12U team will 
play at 9 am, the 10U team will play at 
10:30 am and the 8U team has a game 
at noon. All three are playing Franklin 
County opponents.

Flag football games were played 
on a limited basis at Hollins Park last 
fall, but they’re back to normal as 
well. Vinton’s Vinyard Park will host 
games, with the first one scheduled for 
Monday.

There are nine soccer leagues par-
ticipating this fall, and several teams 
will open on Saturday as well. Vinyard 
Park will have 10U boys games at 9 
and 10 am Saturday and games for all 
leagues will pick up next week and 
continue into October.

The William Byrd volleyball team gave Hidden Valley all they could handle 
before falling in Tuesday’s season opener in Vinton. The visiting Titans took a 
three set win, 25-20, 25-18 and 25-19.

“I thought we had a great opening night,” said Byrd coach Allison Thornton. 
“Hidden Valley had a state runnerup finish in the spring, losing only one senior, 
and we gave them a run for their money.”

Senior Mattie Andrews led the Terriers offensively with 10 kills and added 
11 digs.  Carsyn Kotz dished out 17 assists while Terran Brown added six kills. 
Libero Ella Ashworth came up with 13 digs. 

“I am very proud of the effort, tenacity and teamwork these ladies demon-
strated,” said Thornton. “I’m excited to see what they can do this season.”  

The Byrd girls are back in tonight at Cave Spring. Next Monday, August 30, 
they’re back home to host Bassett and a night later, on Tuesday, they return the 
trip to Hidden Valley.

William Byrd’s Kendrick South chips to the green in Tuesday’s match at Hanging 
Rock. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Rec. sports open his weekend

Talented Titans top Terriers in 
high school volleyball opener
Byrd girls will play at Cave Spring tonight

After two rounds Lord Botetourt 
has a total of 292 to lead the BRD. 
Northside is second at 308 while 
Franklin County maintained a slight 
edge over Byrd for third place with 

337 to the Terriers’ 339.
Byrd has a chance to pick up some 

ground next week as the Terriers are 
the host team at Blue Hills on Tuesday, 
August 31.

Byrd golfers will host BRD at Blue Hills Tuesday

WILLIAM BYRD TERRIERS 
VARSITY FOOTBALL - 2021

Date Opponent Site Time
Aug 27 Liberty Home 7:00 PM
Sept 3 Hidden Valley Rec Night Home 7:00 PM
Sept 10 Christiansburg Away 7:00 PM
Sept 17 Bassett  Away 7:00 PM
Oct 1 Cave Spring Home 7:00 PM
Oct 8 Lord Botetourt Homecoming Home 7:00 PM
Oct 15 Franklin County  Away 7:00 PM
Oct 22 Staunton River  Home 7:00 PM

Military Appreciation & Senior Night
Oct 29 Northside Away 7:00 PM
Nov 5 William Fleming Away 7:00 PM

WILLIAM BYRD TERRIERS 
JV FOOTBALL - 2021

Date Opponent Site Time
Sept 2 Hidden Valley Away 6:00 PM
Sept 9 Christiansburg Home 6:00 PM
Sept 16 Bassett Home 6:00 PM
Sept 30 Cave Spring  Away 6:00 PM
Oct 7 Lord Botetourt Away 6:00 PM
Oct 14 Franklin County Home 6:00 PM
Oct 21 Staunton River  Away 6:00 PM
Oct 28 Northside Home 6:00 PM
Nov 4 William Fleming Home 6:00 PM

with a fund raiser or whatever. And they really care 
about football.”

The Richards boys will anchor the offensive line 
for the Terriers. Hunter will be the right tackle and 
he’s a road grader. Dustin will be the left guard.

The left tackle will be junior Caleb Thompson 
while senior Andy Lucas is the right guard. Alex 
Reamey, a junior, is the center. Sophomore Ian Vest 
will back up the guards and B.J. Cheatwood, a fresh-
man, will back up the tackles.

Kendal Howard will start at tight end and Byrd 
will rotate a large group of wide receivers. Senior 
Ethan Hairston is out for high school football for 
the first time but he’s been most impressive in the 
preseason. Others who will rotate in include juniors 
Jacob Dickerson, Dillon Anderson and Davian 
Hopkins and sophomores Dominic Dulak, Cooper 
Minnix and Lane Shoemaker.

“We’ll rotate a ton of kids,” said Lutz. “We had 
seven players catch at least one pass in our scrim-
mage.”

Sophomore Israel Hairston is the quarterback. 
He’s the younger brother of Ethan and they’ll make 
a lethal combination for opposing secondaries to 
deal with.

“Israel is a three-sport athlete and a high charac-
ter young man,” said Lutz. “He loves sports and he 
embraces a high work ethic.”

The 2021 William Byrd sideline cheerleaders. Front Row L to R:  Autymn Dillon (Captain), Haley Day (Captain), 
Casi Carawan (Captain) and Emma Dalton (Captain). Second Row L to R:  Jasia Wheeler, Cheyenne Pruitt, Faith 
Trent, Bryson Crawford, Remi Figart, Ashlynn ReMine, Delaena Shemoun and Victoria Watts. Third Row L to R:  
Mia Belanger, Julie Sattah, Makayla Collins, Sheradyn O’Neill, Olaedo Anyanwu, Lexie Labarbera, Olivia Staten 
and Emma Kageals.

TERRIER FOOTBALL
continued from page 10

Hairston was the backup quarterback as a fresh-
man in the spring, and he started two games at the 
end of the season after starter Dylan Hatfield hurt 
his ankle. The Terriers didn’t miss a beat with Israel 
behind center as he completed 30 of 47 passes for 
an excellent completion percentage of 63.8 percent. 
Hairston passed for 394 yards and four touchdowns 
and Byrd won both games.

“Starting those games in the spring should help 
him tremendously this season,” said Lutz. “And we 
did not change our play book one bit with Israel at 
quarterback. We’re lucky to have him.”

Hairston has the speed to run the ball as well.
“We do a lot of sprint out stuff and run-pass 

option,” said Lutz. “He can run the ball.”
Shoemaker is the backup and the coaches have 

confidence in Lane if he’s in the game.
“We’re blessed to have two good quarterbacks,” 

said Lutz.
The Terriers graduated their two leading rush-

ers from the spring. El-amin Shareef led the team 
with 725 yards in just seven games and quarterback 
Hatfield was second on the team with 167 yards 
rushing in five games. 

The top returning rusher is senior Peyton Fuchs, 
who had one carry for eight yards after being moved 
from the offensive line. He’ll be in a trio with senior 
AJ Gravely and John Kiker, a sophomore who car-
ried the ball for the jayvee team last year.

“We’ll be a little different this year,” said Lutz. 
“Our backs are big, strong kids who are also great 
blockers.”

Lutz stresses that he favors a balanced attack, so 
defenses can’t key on any one player.

“We’re not going to be a one man show,” he said.
Sophomore Bricen Lancaster will be the place-

kicker for the Terriers and Dustin Richards won a 
competition to be the punter.

On defense, freshman Doniven Davis will start 
at noseguard with Thompson and Hunter Richards 
at the tackle spots. Hunter had 40 tackles last year.

Dustin Richards led the team with 64 tackles last 
year and he returns at inside linebacker along with 
senior Cole Spencer and a promising freshman, 
Nick Bustamante. Kiker and Howard are the outside 
backers.

Shoemaker is the safety with Ethan Hairston and 
another talented freshman, Ethan Haston, on the 
corners. Minnix and Brayden Andrews will also see 
time in the secondary.

“We have some good depth,” said Lutz. “I’m 
super excited about our freshman and sophomore 
classes.”

Assistant coaches in the program include Adam 
Lutz, Charlie Lutz, Kim Colls, Keith Jennings, 
Dustin Phelps, Will Satterfield, Josh Camden, 
Andrew Mitchell and a newcomer, Andrew Close, 
who played at Salem High and Washington & Lee. 
Phelps is the jayvee coach and Mitchell coaches the 
middle school team.

The Terriers have added Liberty and Christiansburg 
to the schedule and dropped Pulaski County and 
Patrick Henry from their last full 10 game slate from 
2019. Liberty is coming off a 1-5 spring season and 
a 1-9 season in 2019, but they play in a tough district 
and expect to be improved this year. They won their 
last spring game over Rustburg.

“Coach (Chris) Watts does as good a job as any-
one in the region,” said Lutz. “They have some big 
kids and a strong football tradition.”

Brad noted that Liberty was his very first oppo-
nent when he took over as head coach at Broadway 
in 2009. Liberty won that game, 28-20, to begin a 
year in which the Minutemen finished 10-2.

Lutz is hoping for a better result this Friday, but 
just being back in a stadium full of fans is a win for 
everyone.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIFETOUCH

The Byrd 
d e f e n s e 
c o n v e r g e s 
on a Wildcat 
ballcarrier in 
last Friday’s 
Benefit Game 
win over 
Rockbridge.

PHOTO BY JOHN 
WACHER
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If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto
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Mount Pleasant Elementary School 
introduces new faculty and staff 

Mount Pleasant Elementa-
ry School is “In Gear for the 
New School Year” welcoming 
several new faculty and staff 
members for 2021-2022. 

Abigail Moomaw is the new 
school counselor. She will be 
working with all grade levels 
individually, in small groups, 
and in the classroom, on all 
types of social emotional top-
ics. 

She was born and raised in 
Roanoke City and graduated 
from Patrick Henry High 
School.

She went on to earn her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Psychol-
ogy from James Madison Uni-
versity, and then her Master’s 
in Education from the Uni-
versity of Virginia. She has 
worked as a school counselor 

in Franklin County for the 
past five years.

“I applied with Roanoke 
County and the opportunity 
to work at Mount Pleasant 
fell into my lap, and I knew 
I couldn’t pass it up!” said 
Moomaw.  “I am so excited 
and happy to be working at 
Mount Pleasant because it 
truly seems like a special and 
magical elementary school 
with incredible staff and stu-
dents. I can’t wait to get to 
know all of them!”

Harmony Hixon is a reme-
diation teacher working with 
students to catch them up 
on reading and math skills—
a new position at the school 
and in Roanoke County.  She 
is a native of Roanoke and 
graduated from Northside 
High School. She earned her 
degree in Elementary Educa-
tion from Radford University.

Hixon has previously 
worked for a year as a sub-
stitute teacher and then for 
three years as a Title I instruc-
tional assistant.

“I’ve heard nothing but 
good things about Mount 
Pleasant whenever I share 
with others that I will be 
teaching there,” Hixon says.

She and her husband 
bought their first home this 
summer and moved to Vin-
ton. Fun fact: “Peacocks are 
my favorite animal – besides 
my cat Daisy and my dog 
Foxy.”

Sue Jolley is teaching Spe-
cial Education at Mount 
Pleasant this year. She is orig-
inally from Maryland. 

Jolley graduated from Roa-
noke College with a business 
degree and then earned her 
Master’s Degree in Education 
from Hollins University. She 

is beginning her eighth year 
of teaching.

She appreciates her good 
luck in getting the opportu-
nity to teach at Mount Pleas-
ant. “It seems to be a great 
school. Everyone has been so 
welcoming to me.”  

Jolley loves lacrosse and 
basketball and is a big Mary-
land Terps fan.

Harriet Day is an instruc-
tional assistant at Mount 
Pleasant Elementary. She is 
from Roanoke and a graduate 
of Northside High School. 
She studied Early Childhood 
Education at Virginia West-
ern Community College. She 
transferred to Mount Pleasant 
from working as a bus aide 
on a Roanoke County Special 
Needs bus. She has spent 40+ 
years working with children, 
and especially enjoys work-
ing with preschoolers. Her 

interests outside of school 
are flower and vegetable gar-
dening, all different kinds of 
crafts, taking pictures, and 
reading.

Misty Vickers is working 
with preschoolers as a so-
cial emotional coach in sev-
eral schools across Roanoke 
County. She is from Roanoke 
and a graduate of Staunton 
River High School. She 
earned her Bachelor’s of So-
cial Work degree with an em-
phasis in Child Welfare from 
Radford University. She has 
been in the social work field 
working with children for 15 
years.

“I was assigned the school 
(Mount Pleasant) as part of 
my rotation and am so excited 
to be a part of this commu-
nity,” Vickers said. “The chil-
dren and staff are so welcom-
ing and friendly.”

Harmony Hixon (left) is a new remediation teacher at Mount 
Pleasant Elementary. Sue Jolley is teaching Special Education.

Abigail Moomaw (left) is the new school counselor at 
Mount Pleasant this year. Harriet Day is an instructional 
assistant at MPE.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Misty Vickers is new to Mount Pleasant 
Elementary this year – working as a social 
emotional coach with preschoolers.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Dogs and their owners were invited to enjoy the outdoor pool at the Macado’s Dog 
Days of Summer event on a very hot August day. The Town of Vinton and the Vinton 
Area Chamber of Commerce were also sponsors for the event.

Dog Days from page 1

dog owners.
“We couldn’t be hap-

pier that over 500 dogs 
walked through our doors 
to be a part of the coolest 
dog event around,” said 
Lancerlot General Man-
ager Joe Miller. “It brings 
us great pride to off er such 
a unique and diff erent ac-
tivity for our furry little 
friends. We couldn’t have 
done this again without 
the support of Macado‘s, 
the Town of Vinton, and 
Vinton Chamber of Com-
merce. We look forward 
to hosting again in August 
2022.” 

Submit your 
community 
news and 
photos to 

vintonmessenger
@ourvalley.org.
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