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Bonsack welcomes new teachers
excited for the opportunity 
to share my love of art and 
art history with students! 
I can’t wait to start making 
beautiful messes at Bonsack!

“Now and then, I’ve 
had art pieces in some of 
the smaller local art shows 
over the last 10 years,” said 
Carnes. “I was one of the 
assistant artists that helped 
my friend–local artist Jacob 
Smith–build the pair of 
12-feet-tall bike statues on 
display on Mill Mountain 
for Roanoke Parks & Recre-
ation’s art installation, high-
lighting the local Blue Ridge 
bike trails. 

“I enjoy being the Scout-
master of a Roanoke Scout 
troop that includes both 
my son and daughter,” he 
said. “I love getting to use 
my teaching experience and 
my creative artistic side to 
develop fun, ‘outside-the-
box’ programming ideas for 
Scouting to keep our young 
people excited about learn-
ing!”

Katie Garland will be 
working with both fi rst and 
third grade students this 
year. She grew up in Bote-
tourt County and gradu-
ated from Lord Botetourt 
High School. She earned 
her Bachelor of Science De-
gree in Psychology and her 
Master’s in Special Educa-
tion Degree from Radford 
University. Th is will be her 
second year teaching Special 
Education.

She attended a virtual job 
fair with Roanoke County 
and was hired for the open-
ing at Bonsack.

“I am happy to be work-
ing at Bonsack and working 
alongside others who share a 
love of teaching. I chose to 
teach because I wanted to 
make a diff erence in the lives 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Bonsack has welcomed several new teachers to the faculty for the 2021-2022 
school year. Pictured left to right are Anna Randolph, Ruth Davis-Leonard, and 
Katie Garland.
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Jayden Sink has attained the rank of Eagle Scout, the highest award in  
Scouting. He is a junior at William Byrd High School.. He is shown with 
Troop 42 Scoutmaster Hawk Hillberry and Assistant Scoutmaster (and 
Jayden’s mother) Janette Hunt.

Sink attains rank of Eagle Scout

Jayden Sink, a junior at William 
Byrd High School, has attained the 

rank of Eagle Scout, the highest 
award in Scouting.

Jayden is a member of Scout Troop 
42, which meets at Living Water 
Christian Church in Salem. He com-
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Construction is right on track for the Rosie’s Gaming 
Emporium expansion in Vinton with plans for a grand 
opening in mid-December of this year. One of the 
most spectacular new features is a stage and large 
circular bar.

Rosie’s on track to complete expansion in mid-December

In December 2018, ground was 
ceremonially broken by the Colo-
nial Downs Group for the opening of 
Rosie’s Gaming Emporium in Vinton. 
A new building was not being con-
structed—just extensive interior and ex-
terior renovations to the existing facility 
purchased from Henry Brabham.

Rosie’s opened in May 2019 and 
became an instant success, drawing not 
just local customers, but groups from 
the outside the region, including steady 
customers from Lynchburg, Christians-
burg, and even North Carolina.

Just a few months later, in Novem-
ber 2020—and despite COVID—

Rosie’s announced another expan-
sion was in the works which would 
add 18,000 square feet to the existing 
15,200-square-foot facility. Th is would 
make room for Rosie’s to increase the 
number of Historic Horseracing Ter-
minals (gaming machines) from 150 to 
500. 

By March 2021, construction and 
renovations were well underway. Mas-
sive concrete wall panels and fl oor tees 
were being delivered several times a day 
in April for the new three-story parking 
garage.

Rosie’s Marketing Manager Jeff  
Spaugh says construction is moving 
along according to schedule, with plans 
to open the new expansion and parking 
garage to the public in mid-December, 

as originally proposed. Rosie’s plans to 
feature a nationally known performer 
for the grand opening celebration.

Th at performer will be appearing 
on the new stage in the new entertain-
ment section of the building—a stage 
which can accommodate a six-piece 
band. Rosie’s currently has shows on 
two nights each month and hopes to 
expand its off erings with the newly in-
creased space. Management has been 
working with J.D. Sutphin of Big Lick 
Entertainment on booking acts.

A green room has been added for 
performers, along with a lift which will 
make the stage itself ADA accessible for 
performers with special needs. Th e stage 

Town of Vinton 
remembers 9/11

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Town of Vinton remembers the tragedy of   
September 11, 2001.

pleted his Eagle Scout Board of 
Review on September 7. 

During the review, Eagle 
Scout candidates are asked 
questions about their journey 
through Scouting—a culmi-
nation of their entire lives in 
Scouting to this point--and 
about the Eagle Scout Project 
required as part of the process.

One document the scouts are 
asked to complete is a “Personal 
Ambition and Life Statement.” 
Jayden started by describing his 
fi rst camping experience.

“When I was two years old, 
I went camping with my mom. 
We were in Arcadia, right next 
to the James River Footbridge 
and the Appalachian Trail. Th is 
was my very fi rst and last camp-
ing trip until I joined Scouting 
in 2014.

While his mother was sleep-
ing, he managed to escape from 
the tent, barefoot, in Sponge-

Bob pajamas, with only a 
toothbrush in hand. He walked 
over a mile to the nearest main 
road where he was picked up by 
a man on his way to church—a 
true Good Samaritan.

Jayden was too young to 
supply any information about 
his mother, his address, or a 
telephone number. Th e man 
drove him up and down the 
road, where fi nally they saw his 
distraught mother on the side of 
the road. She off ered to give the 
man her life savings for rescu-
ing Jayden—which he turned 
down. Jayden fi gures the man 
must have been a Scout.

“My mom didn’t take me 
camping again until I joined 
Cub Scouts in 2014,” Jayden 
said.

In the years since he joined 
the Cub Scouts, Jayden says he 
has tried to shift his thoughts 
and actions away from putting 

himself fi rst to serving others.
Jayden joined Scouting as a 

fi fth-grader in 2014 as a mem-
ber of Vinton Cub Pack 235. 
Greg Pino was his fi rst Cub-
master. Th ere have been many 
highlights in his Scouting jour-
ney in the years since.

When he crossed over to 
Troop 235, he traveled to 
Brown Sea Island at Camp Ot-
tari, having never been away 
from home before. He came 
home a week later with his 
Scout and Tenderfoot ranks 
and became Den Chief for Pack 
235. 

He worked diligently to be 
elected to the Order of the Ar-
row and earned his 1st Class 
Scout rank on his thirteenth 
birthday. He was then elected 
as Senior Patrol Leader of Troop 
235. 

See New Teachers, page 2

See Rosie’s, page 4

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Bonsack Elementary 
School has welcomed fi ve 
new teachers for the 2021-
2022 school year.

Joe Carnes teaches art at 
Bonsack for all grade levels 
K-5. He is from Salem and 
a graduate of Salem High 
School. He earned his de-
gree in both English and 
Fine Arts with a minor in 

Elementary Education, and 
his teaching certifi cate at 
Roanoke College.

“I love teaching, and 
while I was already a teacher 
in Roanoke County, I have 
been trying to get into the 
Art Department for a cou-
ple of years,” Carnes said. 
“Th is year when Mrs. Lun-
sford retired, I was fortunate 
enough to be asked to join 
the Bonsack team as their 
new art teacher!

“I worked at a local ar-

chitectural design fi rm for 
many years, but I decided 
to go back to school for a 
career change in teaching. 
I taught at nearby Herman 
L. Horn Elementary for the 
last three years as a third and 
fourth grade teacher. Dur-
ing that time, I also taught 
their after-school Gifted Art 
classes.

“Bonsack has an amazing 
art room! Th ere is so much 
space for students to work 
and create! I am incredibly 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Th e Town of Vinton 
has placed a large ban-
ner in the gardens at the 
Municipal Building in 
commemoration of the 
20th anniversary of the 
terrorist attacks on the 
World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon on Septem-
ber 11, 2001, and Ameri-
can heroes who brought 
down a plane fl own by 
more terrorists in a fi eld 
in Pennsylvania–with 

thousands of lives lost 
and millions of lives for-
ever changed. 

Th e banner reminds 
reads, “Th rough blurred 
eyes we found the 
strength and courage to 
move beyond that mo-
ment in time. We should 
never forget the tragedy 
or the feelings of unity 
that came from it. United 
We Stand. 2001 – Sep-
tember 11– 2021.”

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Eagle Scout, page 6
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. It governs Federer 
and Nadal’s sport
 4. Golden apple tree
 8. Central Mexican 
river
10. Horn
11. Egg-shaped
12. With tooth
13. French modernist 
painter
15. Disprove
16. Painful intestinal 
obstruction
17. Baby shoes
18. Make the grade
21. Type of screen
22. Christian fraternal 
organization (abbr.)
23. Computer giant
24. When you hope to 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

get there
25. Corporate executive 
title (abbr.)
26. Shout of welcome 
or farewell
27. Imaginary awards 
for good deeds
34. A citizen of Iran
35. It can be sounded
36. Making dirty
37. Romanian city
38. Baking ingredient
39. Share a common 
boundary with
40. Succulent plants
41. Penny
42. Jr. U.S. Senator Paul
43. “Laurie Partridge” 
actress Susan

CLUES DOWN
 1. A type of bomb
 2. Pacifi c island country 
 3. Earth is one
 4. A place to gather 
around
 5. Expressed opposite 
views
 6. Group that lives near 
Siberia
 7. Ore deposit
 9. Language related to 
Eskimo
10. Narrative piece of 
music
12. The distance covered 
by normal stride
14. Glycoprotein hormone 
(abbr.)
15. Mathematical term 
(abbr.)

17. Popular beer
19. Jabbing
20. Historic Swedish castle
23. Humorous expressions
24. Christmas and New 
Year’s Day each have one
25. Filled up
26. Nerve that serves the 
forearm (abbr.)
27. One of British descent
28. A way to get at
29. Food-related allergic 
reaction
30. Group of arteries near 
the pelvis
31. Picked up
32. Being three in one
33. Obscene
34. Dravidian language
36. Growl

Gish Mill Redevelopment Project, hotel plans proceeding

A new sign has appeared 
at the historic Gish Mill 
property on Gus Nicks 
Boulevard showcasing the 
Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development’s involve-
ment in the Gish Mill 
Redevelopment Project in 
the Town of Vinton.

Th e project is being 
funded by the Virginia 
Department of Housing 
and Community Develop-
ment (DHCD) through 
the Industrial Revitaliza-
tion Fund Program.

Th e sign identifi es the 
Development Team of 
Gish Mill Davii, LLC, the 
Engineering and Archi-
tecture Firm of Hill Stu-
dio, P.C., and Contractor 
E.J. Miller Construction 
Company Inc. (of Roa-
noke).

Th e goal of the Gish 
Mill project is to return 
life and prosperity to the 
founding structure of the 
Town of Vinton. Gish 
Mill was built in the 1770s 
and was in continuous op-
eration in one form or the 
other since then–until it 
closed as Holdren’s Coun-
try Store in 2015.

Th e town purchased 
the property at a cost of 
$126,000 in October 
2015 as Town Council 
and much of the citizenry 
wanted to preserve the his-
toric mill, which appears 
on the Town Seal, and put 
it back into use. In 2019 
the town issued a Request 
for Proposals.

David Hill of Hill Stu-
dio and developer David 
Trinkle, incorporated as 
Gish Mill Davii, LLC, 
presented their proposal 
to council for converting 
the property to mixed-use 
development and signed a 
contract of sale with the 
town in April 2020—con-
tingent upon environmen-
tal, structural, and historic 
assessments of the proper-
ty, and obtaining funding.

Th e project includes a 

restaurant and seasonal 
market on the fi rst fl oor, 
a special event space in 
the basement, conversion 
of the original mill struc-
ture, concrete silos, and 
upper fl oors into lodg-
ing or apartments, along 
with outdoor dining on 
a deck with patio space. 
Th e historic “sluice” will 
be utilized as an intimate 
seating area with stairs that 
cascade down to the creek.

Th e Gish Mill proj-
ect will be funded in 
thirds—one-third private 
investment, one-third 
from grants and historic 
tax credits, and one-third 
from public funding 
through the Town of Vin-
ton and Roanoke County.

In Fall 2020 the town 
was awarded grant funds 
from two state govern-
ment agencies for the proj-
ect. Th e fi rst grant from 
the Department of His-
toric Resources (DHR) 
Emergency Supplemen-
tal Historic Preservation 
Fund (ESHPF) grant pro-
gram includes $250,000 
for repair and stabilization 
work to take place on the 
property. 

Th e second grant to 
the town is to be adminis-
tered in the form of a loan 
of $468,750 through the 
Economic Development 
Authority (EDA) from the 
DHCD Industrial Revital-
ization Fund (IRF).

Th ere are two other 
agreements involving the 
Gish Mill Redevelopment 
Project: a Performance 
Agreement with Gish Mill 
Davii and a Memorandum 
of Understanding with 
Roanoke County. 

Gish Mill is expected to 
be completed in Decem-
ber 2022 and to generate 
in excess of $165,000 an-
nually in combined tax 
revenues for the town and 
county on anticipated 
gross revenues of $1.85 
million. 

“Th ings are proceed-
ing nicely behind the 
scenes with the fi nal de-
sign and historic approv-

als,” said Town Manager 
Pete Peters on September 
2.  “We received our fi nal 
grant contract from DHR 
(Department of Historic 
Resources) for the initial 
$250,000 historic struc-
ture stabilization  funding 
this past week.”

According to Vinton 
Assistant Planning and 
Zoning Director Mc-
Clung, “Th e fi nal stage 
of due diligence with the 
Department of Historic 
Resources was completed 
after a fi nal ‘tribal consul-
tation’ review required by 
the National Park Service. 
DHR staff  reached out to 
me this week that they will 
have the fi nal subaward 
agreement ready for our 
signature soon (within the 
week). However, DHR 
staff  directed us months 
ago to proceed with all 
‘soft’ tasks that will be re-
quired to commence in 
the initial stabilization 
work to be completed on 
the structure.

“Th ese ‘soft’ tasks 
included the historic 
nomination submission 
(completed), all of the ar-
chitectural and engineer-
ing services associated with 
the stabilization work (on-
going),  and the H&H 
(Hydrologic and Hydrau-
lic) study  (complete),” 
McClung said.  “Th e 
consultant team is close 
to completing the initial 
A&E package that will be 
sent to DHR for their re-
view and approval.

(In March 2021, an 
enormous hurdle was 
overcome when “No-rise 
certifi cation” was attained 
after the completion of a 
study by Draper Aden As-
sociates who verifi ed that 
the proposed redevelop-
ment project would not 
cause a rise in the base 
fl ood elevation.)

Th e nomination form 
for placing Gish Mill on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places describes 
the property as “a ca. 
1846 three-story brick 
grist mill situated along 

the south bank of Glade 
Creek. Th e original cen-
tral block of the mill fea-
tures handmade brick 
laid up in six-course bond 
that refl ects its mid-19th 
century initial construc-
tion. Th e multiple frame 
and concrete additions 
constructed between ca. 
1930 and 1955 include 
grain bins and elevators, 
loading docks, additional 
storage rooms, and retail 
spaces. Although the over-
shot water wheel no lon-
ger exists, remnants of the 
mill dam and the concrete 
platform that supported 
the wheel axle survive to 
indicate how the mill was 
powered. With the ex-
ception of the fi rst fl oor, 
which was renovated in 
the 1980s for a feed and 
seed store, the mill in-
terior as well as much of 
the milling equipment re-
mains relatively intact. As 
a whole, the mill property 
retains suffi  cient integrity 
to illustrate the continued 
operation of the mill from 
the mid-19th to the early 
21st century as it evolved 
with changing technolo-
gies and markets.”

Its historic signifi cance, 
according to the registra-
tion form, is that “Gish 
Mill is a rare surviving ex-
ample of a mid-19th cen-
tury grist mill in Roanoke 
County that continued to 
operate into the 21st cen-

tury. Gish Mill is eligible 
for listing on the National 
Register with signifi cance 
on the local level in the 
areas of Industry and Ar-
chitecture for the period 
1846-1956. Th is period 
of signifi cance begins with 
the original construc-
tion of the mill in 1846, 
encompasses signifi cant 
dates–including 1867 
when the Gish family sold 
the mill to Isaac W. Vin-
yard, 1911 when the mill 
was renamed Vinton Roll-
ing Mill, and 1940 when a 
fi re destroyed a large frame 
wing of the mill – before 
ending in 1956 when the 
mill ceased operating un-
der local ownership.”

“In terms of the his-
toric nomination process, 
the offi  cial meeting by 
the Virginia Landmarks 
Register and the Nation-
al Register of Historic 
Places for the Gish Mill’s 
inclusion under both of 
these program registries 
is occurring on  Septem-
ber 23, 2021,” McClung 
said.

“We have to complete 
the repair and stabiliza-
tion work being funded 
by the DHR grant fi rst be-
fore we can commence on 
redevelopment work due 
to their grant guidelines,” 
McClung noted. “Th ank-
fully, this works out logi-
cally from a construction 
standpoint since the 

building will need to be 
fully stabilized, secured, 
and protected before other 
substantial redevelopment 
activities can commence.

“Additionally, us-
ing town funds, we have 
completely cleaned out 
the building of all debris, 
leftover storage items, 
and even dust/dirt using 
a local company. It looks 
incredible inside, almost 
like stepping into a com-
pletely diff erent building. 
Completing this will as-
sist the team when sub-
mitting items for historic 
reviews on many of the 
structural pieces and other 
construction tasks due to 
the greater visibility of its 
‘bones’ and unique design 
elements.”

In other economic de-
velopment news, Peters 
says that the hotel project 
at the intersection of Ce-
dar Avenue, Pollard Street, 
1st Street, and W. Virginia 
Avenue is moving along as 
well.

“Th e hotel is also pro-
gressing, although mostly 
behind the scenes with 
site planning and contract 
negotiations with the de-
veloper and the hotel fran-
chise,” Peters said. “Per a 
conversation earlier this 
week with the developer, 
we anticipate breaking 
ground before the end of 
the year and our target is 
a January 2023 opening.”

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Gish Mill Redevelopment Project is proceeding as planned with a goal of 
opening in December 2022.

Vinton Historical 
Society yard sale Saturday

Th e Vinton Historical Society is 
conducting a large yard sale on the 
grounds of the Vinton History Muse-
um from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 11. 

Furniture, housewares, decorat-
ing items, paperback and cookbooks, 
small appliances and much more will 

be available for purchase at great pric-
es. All proceeds will benefi t the various 
Vinton History Museum projects.

Th e Vinton History Museum is lo-
cated at 210 E. Jackson Ave in down-
town Vinton. For more information,  
email info@vintonhistorymuseum.org 
or 342-8634.

www.vintonmessenger.com

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Joe Carnes is teaching art this year at Bonsack 
Elementary; Marie Summers is teaching special 
education in kindergarten and fourth grade.

New Teachers from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO
School Board members David Linden of the Hollins 
District (left) and Tim Greenway of the Vinton District 
visited the open house at Bonsack Elementary on 
August 9 and met the Bonsack Bobcat mascot.

of children.”
Ruth Davis-Leonard will 

be the PEAP (Pre-school 
Autism Program) teacher 
at Bonsack this year. She is 
from Roanoke and gradu-
ated from Roanoke Val-
ley Christian School. She 
earned her B. S. in Special 
Education/Elementary 
Education from Liberty 
University. She has taught 
self-contained classes for 
seven years with students in 
kindergarten through third 
grade.

“I student taught here 
around eight years ago with 
Mrs. Francisco and fell in 
love with the school, staff , 
and students,” Davis-Leon-
ard said. “I always hoped to 
be able to come back and 
work here one day, and now 
I am!  Th e students, staff , 
and parents [at Bonsack] 
are simply amazing! I feel so 
supported and appreciated! 

“Teaching is truly my 
passion, especially working 
with the population of stu-
dents with special needs,” 
Davis-Leonard said. “Th ey 
inspire me daily and are 
such a true joy to teach!” 

Marie Summers is teach-
ing kindergarten and fourth 
grade Special Education this 
year at Bonsack. She has 
lived in the Roanoke area for 
most of her life and gradu-
ated from Lord Botetourt 
High School. Summers 
graduated from Liberty 
University with a major in 
Elementary Education in 
Interdisciplinary Studies, 
then went to UVA-Wise to 
earn her Special Education 
License.  Th is is her sixth 
year of teaching.

“I am excited to be work-
ing at Bonsack,” Summers 
said. “Everyone has been so 
welcoming and helpful. Th e 
atmosphere is fantastic.”

  Outside of school, “I 
love Virginia Tech football 
and going on rollercoasters.”

Anna  Randolph  is a re-
mediation teacher for third 
grade at Bonsack.  She will 
also be working at Glen 
Cove Elementary.
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I sure hope everyone 
had a great holiday week-
end  –  I know I did. We 
had visitors from North 
Carolina, Cydney and 
Kellen McGhee.  Th ey 
joined us to meet Han-
nah’s family before the 
wedding in November 
and for Kellen to meet the 
fl ower girl Berkley – he’s 
the ring “security” for his 
Uncle Drake.    

Friday night we had 
dinner with Steve, Tara 
and Hannah – of course, 
they had to have New 
York Pizza – then a visit 
to the Moose to intro-
duce Cydney to everyone. 
Drake and Hannah took 
Kellen to the Byrd football 
game.  He loved it.  Sat-
urday, we spent the day 
at the home of Brian and 
Michelle Barklow enjoy-
ing the pool to wear little 
man out, lol. 

Saturday evening we 
had BBQ and fi xin’s in 

our backyard. Th ose join-
ing us were Nana Boo-
tie Chewning and Greg, 
Stave, Tara, Hannah and 
Emilee Jones; Emilee’s 
friend Robin; Abbie Lewis 
and her friends from Roa-
noke College, Devon and 
Sydney, Lindsey, Brandon, 
Braden and Berkeley Sells, 
Mike, Cheri and Ryan 
Carroll, Candie and Rich-
ie Tomlinson, Michelle 
and Brian Barklow, Pam 
and David Belcher, Jeff  
and Nonie Hall.  During 
a little backyard football, 
Kellen even lost his tooth. 
Luckily, we found it in the 
grass. 

Th ank you to every-
one that joined us   – this 
Momma/Grandma’s heart 
is happy!  

Congrats to my co-
worker Kathryn Sowers! 
At the GFWC Virginia 
Conference in Staunton, 
Kathryn Sowers was 
awarded the state Jennie 

Award and was given an 
engraved star and cer-
tifi cate.  She was running 
against three other mem-
bers from other parts of 
the state.  Th e Virginia 
entry goes to the GFWC 
Southeastern Region 
(made of six states and 
Washington, D.C.). Up to 
two region winners will be 
announced at the Region-
al Conference Oct. 29-31 
in Flintstone, Md.  Th ose 
winners will go to the In-
ternational GFWC for 
the selection of one win-
ner for each of the eight 
regions to be presented at 
the 2022 GFWC Conven-
tion in New Orleans, La., 
June 2022.  

Th e GFWC Jennie 
Award is the only na-
tional honor bestowed by 
GFWC that recognizes 
individual members for 
personal excellence. Club 
members are nominated 
by their clubs to compete 

at state, regional, and na-
tional levels for the Feder-
ation’s highest honor. Th e 
Jennie Award is named 
in honor of GFWC’s 
founder, Jane Cunning-
ham Croly, who wrote 
for national newspapers 
under the pseudonym 

“Jennie June.” Th e award 
is an occasion to highlight 
extraordinary clubwomen 
who epitomize her spirit 
of independence, courage, 
and persistence through 
their roles as volunteers 
within their clubs, repre-
sentatives of their com-

munity, and as members 
of a family or extended 
family. Although GFWC 
has many awards for states 
and clubs, the GFWC 
Jennie Award is the only 
national honor that recog-
nizes individual members 
for personal excellence. 

Mingle at the Market 
concerts continue on 
Sept. 11 with Glam’r Kiti

Th e Vinton Area Chamber of Com-
merce will be hosting its next to the last 
Mingle at the Market Concert for 2021 
on September 11 at the Vinton Farmers’ 
Market. Th e concert will get underway on 
the HomeTrust Bank Stage at 7 p.m. with 
a performance by Glam’r Kiti. Th ey de-
scribe themselves on their Facebook page 
as “an ’80s style tribute band, specializing 
in the hard rock that defi ned the party era 
of rock n’ roll—a throwback to the time of 
big hair, big guitar riff s, big vocal ranges, 
and big fun.”

Th e Chamber will also be observing the 
20th anniversary of 9/11 with the national 
anthem, a moment of silence in remem-
brance, fl ags, and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Th e featured food truck this week will 
be the always popular Mountain Grille 
Food Truck. Craft beer and adult bever-
ages will be available for purchase. 

Admission is $6. Th is is a family-friend-
ly event with children 12 and under ad-
mitted free of charge. 

Bring your own seating and an ID. 
No pets are allowed. Wear a mask if you 
haven’t been vaccinated. 

Member One is the lead sponsor for 
the 2021 Summer Concert Series. Dia-
mond Level sponsors include Blue Ridge 

Beverage and the Vinton War Memorial. 
Special Sponsor is Roanoke County. Gold 
sponsors include Carilion Clinic, Winters 
Storage, and Servpro. Silver level sponsors 
include Berkshire Health Care, Home-
Trust Bank, Lotz Funeral Home, Neely’s 
Accounting, PFG, Coastal Insurance 
Planning of VA, Fox Radio 910, and Th e 
Vinton Messenger. Sherri Winkler of Nite 
Owl Artz has done the design work for the 
concert with printing by Vertex Signs.

Th ere is only one Mingle concert re-
maining in 2021 after Saturday—Five 
Dollar Shake on September 25.

Th e Vinton Farmers’ Market is located 
in downtown Vinton at 204 W. Lee Av-
enue. Plenty of parking is available in the 
downtown area.

Volunteers are needed for each week’s 
Mingle. Contact Angie Chewning, Execu-
tive Director of the Vinton Area Chamber 
of Commerce at 540-343-1364 or email 
her angie@vintonchamber.com if you or 
your organization have some time to help 
with these events.

Although the Mingle season is wind-
ing down, the Chamber has lots of activi-
ties coming up, including the Vinton Fall 
Festival on Saturday, Oct. 2 in downtown 
Vinton from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

School Board considers how to spend COVID funds

After a presentation by 
Roanoke County Public 
Schools Finance Director Su-
san Peterson at its meeting on 
August 26, the School Board 
took action to accept ad-
ditional COVID-19 grants 
and to request an increase in 
the Grant Fund Balance Or-
dinance by $11,456,194.98. 
Th e funding was again a top-
ic of discussion at the School 
Board work session on Sep-
tember 1.

In the initial presentation, 
Peterson reported the results 
of stakeholder input meet-
ings, including a public hear-
ing, meetings with the Parent 
Advisory Council (PAC), 
and the Employee Advisory 
Council, (EAC) as well as 
a survey completed by the 
Student Advisory Council, 
a meeting with principals, 
and Special Education Advi-
sory Council suggestions, to 
determine how the COVID 

funds should be spent.
Th e funds will be targeted 

for prevention and mitiga-
tion strategies for coping 
with COVID, addressing 
unfi nished learning, and ad-
dressing students’ academic, 
social, emotional, and mental 
health needs.

Priorities from the parent 
council (PAC) included ex-
tra instructional assistants to 
help with learning loss due to 
the pandemic, water bottle 
refi ll stations, and air purifi ers 
for ancillary rooms that may 
not already have them.

Suggestions from the 
Student Advisory Council 
(SAC) included temporary 
school counselors and teach-
ers to support students who 
have fallen behind and are 
struggling this year; more 
staff  for remediation; new 
HVAC units; water bottle 
refi ll stations; and more air 
purifi ers.

Th e Employee Advisory 
Council (EAC) recommend-
ed funds be spent on more 

instructional assistants, more 
special education and thera-
py positions, life counselors, 
the HVAC system, more 
water bottle refi ll stations, air 
purifi ers, and air fi lters.

Principals suggested ad-
ditional nurses, subs on call 
in each area with a fl oater 
per school, bus aids on regu-
lar buses, additional school 
counseling, water bottle fi ll-
ers, and extra ELL support.

Th e Special Education 
Advisory Council (SEAC) 
recommended funds be 
spent on additional Special 
Education staff  to address 
learning loss and diff erenti-
ated pay scales and/or incen-
tives for Special Education 
teachers to support quality 
recruitment and retention.

While the board ap-
proved accepting additional 
COVID-19 grants and re-
questing an increase in the 
Grant Fund Balance Ordi-

nance at the August meet-
ing, the board had more 
questions for Peterson and 
School Superintendent Dr. 
Ken Nicely on the specifi cs 
of the plan at the subsequent 
work session. 

At the work session, one 
topic that was discussed at 
length was the recommen-
dation from the SEAC for 
“stipends” for Special Educa-
tion personnel. 

Dr. Nicely said that 
while all staff  had worked 
extremely hard during the 
pandemic and deserved 
appreciation and extra 
compensation, the specifi c 
funding suggested for Spe-
cial Education positions was 
due to the fact that school 
systems are mandated to 
provide Special Education 
services and Special Educa-
tion positions are extremely 
diffi  cult to fi ll at this time. 

Th e extra funding may 

be necessary to attract Spe-
cial Education teachers 
when neighboring districts 
are off ering those employ-
ees between $2,500 and 
$10,000 in signing bonus-
es. Many Special Education 
positions are being fi lled by 
teachers with “provisional 
licenses” working towards 
full licensure—a process 
which can take three to 
fi ve years to complete the 
coursework.

In past years compensa-
tion was increased for bus 
drivers and aides to fi ll those 
positions. Th at’s the same 
dilemma the school system 
faces now in fi nding Special 
Education personnel.

Vinton School Board 
representative Tim Gre-
enway described them as 
“have to positions.” “We are 
not leaving out others, and 
we want to give stipends to 
all teachers within the three 

years of the COVID fund-
ing.”

David Wymer, who rep-
resents the Catawba Dis-
trict, noted that 16 percent 
of students in RCPS receive 
special services. “We have to 
look at the ‘absolute needs’ 
before we can attend to the 
needs of everyone.”

Dr. Nicely repeatedly 
emphasized that the CO-
VID funds extend for a pe-
riod of three years and that 
funding priorities may be 
adjusted over the course of 
time and include increased 
compensation for all, 
whether through bonuses 
or raises.

At the request of board 
members Nicely clarifi ed 
recommendations on fund-
ing more life counselors, 
daily subs on call, com-
pensation for instructional 
assistants, and speech thera-
pists. 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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HLH receives $5,000 STEM grant, WBHS receives additional SRO 
math development by 
providing high-interest, 
hands-on STEM-related 
activities through par-
ticipation in the  First 
Lego League (FLL) Chal-
lenge. Students in fourth 
and fi fth grades will be el-
igible for the team.  Th e 
grant will cover the cost 
of staff  stipends, team 
registration, travel, and 
program materials—in-
cluding Robotics kits 
with Spike Prime Robots.

Th e announcement of 
the grant was made at the 
School Board meeting on 
August 26. Th e board will 
take action on the grant 
and appropriation of the 
funds at its next meeting 
on September 9. 

FLL Challenge is a 
team robotics challenge 
using Lego building 
bricks and equipment. It 
was developed to engage 
students in STEM and 
develop STEM literacy 
skills by using hands-on 
activities to practice cre-
ative problem solving in 
a collaborative environ-
ment using real world 

scenarios.  
In addition to advanc-

ing students’ STEM/
technical skills, research 
has shown increases in 
participating students’ 
time management and 
teamwork skills and in-
terest in academic suc-
cess.  

Th e grant funding will 
also be used to compete in 
an FLL regional competi-
tion and a championship 
competition (if the team 
qualifi es).  HLH will join 
the national and regional 
chapter (VA+DC) of First 
Lego League and par-
ticipate in events either 
virtually or in-person as 
available.  Leading up to 
these events, the school 
will hold regular meet-
ings using the FLL activi-
ties to plan and guide the 
work sessions. 

Th ere will be one com-
petition team with up 
to 10 students as well as 
a club (non-team mem-
bers) with up to 24 mem-
bers. 

HLH Special Educa-
tion teacher Brittany Ak-

ers will coach the team 
with support from Kris-
ten Witt, fourth grade 
science/social studies 
teacher, and Th eresa Ka-
bath, assistant principal.  

In addition to the FLL 
Challenge curriculum/ac-
tivities, a variety of guest 
speakers will be invited to 
share information regard-
ing their STEM-related 
jobs and engage HLH 
staff  and students in con-
versations about their ex-
periences. Th e goal will 
be for students to become 
familiar with the wide 
variety of career options 
that are available at vari-
ous educational levels in 
STEM-related fi elds and 
to see these options as vi-
able for them.

In other business, the 
School Board was briefed 
on a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 
and Addendum with Ro-
anoke County police and 
sheriff  on the Student 
Resource Offi  cer (SRO) 
program.

Th e MOU articulates 
the agreement to estab-

lish a School Resource 
(SRO) program.   Roa-
noke County currently 
employs seven  police 
offi  cers to provide law 
enforcement services in 
county schools. Based 
on availability, up to 11 
police offi  cers can  be as-
signed.  

Th e Roanoke County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce provides 
two full-time deputies to 
serve as school resource 
offi  cers, providing ad-
ditional coverage for the 
elementary schools.  

Th e Addendum to 
the MOU adds one ad-
ditional resource offi  cer 
to William Byrd High 
for support during the 
renovation project and 
use of modular class-
rooms, bringing the total 
to three. Th e period of 
time for renovations is 
projected to be from Au-
gust 12, 2021, through 
May 22, 2023, but can 
be extended. RCPS will 
reimburse  the Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce the full applicable 
salary and benefi ts of the 
assigned SRO.  

Herman L. Horn El-
ementary School in Vin-
ton has been awarded 

a Virginia Department 
of Education  STEM 
Competition Team 
Grant in the amount of 
$5,000. Th e grant will be 
used to support students’ 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Rosie’s from page 1

The  expansion is more than doubling the size of Rosie’s from 15,000 square feet to 
33,000 square feet with many new amenities.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF COLONIAL DOWNS
Rosie’s as seen from a drone when construction got underway in March 2021. It is 
scheduled to open in mid-December 2021.

The massive three-story parking garage at Rosie’s is ADA accessible and features 
an elevator.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Rosie’s expansion includes a new and larger smoking room, with its own HVAC 
system.

can also be reached by a staircase. 
Th e entertainment area adds an-

other large bar to the facility—this 
one circular. Th e entertainment 
area also includes giant screen TVs 
lining the walls. Cables will run un-
derneath the fl oor for ease of access 
and changing up to new games. 
Spaugh says there are hundreds of 
miles of cable running through the 
building.

Spaugh says that Rosie’s now 
uses one game manufacturer but 
will add three or four to be able to 
provide more games, more themes, 
and more variety. 

Th e smoking room, now lo-
cated in the original section of the 
building, is being moved into the 
expansion with a much larger fl oor 
space and will house 160+ gaming 
machines in just that section—up 

from the current 60. 
Th e smoking room is separated 

from the rest of the building, has its 
own HVAC system, and a massive 
Smokemaster ventilation system in 
the ceiling to remove smoke.

Th e restaurant is not being re-
placed but tables will be added. Th e 
current bar will remain open, in ad-
dition to the new one in the stage 
area. Th e Berg Liquor Control sys-
tem will assure inventory control. 
Th e kitchen will remain the same 
size, but a good deal of storage 
space has been added. Spaugh says 
there have been “huge upgrades in 
storage” throughout the facility for 
a variety of uses, including storing 
giveaways.

All facility basics—restrooms 
and mechanicals—have been up-
graded. In fact, guests may think 

they are in a restroom at the Civic 
Center—they are so large. A fam-
ily restroom is available for those 
adults who made need assistance 
from a family member.

Th e main entrance to Rosie’s 
will remain in the same spot, but 
with the two steps up eliminated.

An administrative offi  ce area has 
been added with several private of-
fi ces, a security dispatch room, and 
a training room. Temporary offi  ces 
have been set up at the Lancerlot 
during construction. Spaugh says 
they are “great partners.”

Th ere will now be a separate en-
trance at the rear of the building for 
employees, keeping them from in-
termingling with the line of guests 
at the entrance.

Th e new three-story parking 
garage includes about 280 parking 

spaces, has an elevator, and is ADA 
accessible. ADA and VIP parking is 
located on the fi rst level of the ga-
rage. Th e garage elevator is located 
in the front corner with a staircase 
in the rear. In addition to the park-
ing garage (which has an additional 
rear entrance), there is overfl ow 
parking behind and around the 
building.

Between the garage and the 
main building, there will be a con-
crete patio with seating and fl ower 
beds.

Work is still being completed 
in the garage—striping, electrical 
work, overhead lights, and drain-
age. Interior work in the main 
building continues with electrical 
systems, ventilation, lighting, and 
so on.

Spaugh says they are about ready 

to bring in gravel to pave the park-
ing lot and the access road that 
leads to Niagara Road.

Colonial Downs is making an 
investment in the expansion of 
about $28 million, with about 30 
jobs to be added.

Rosie’s has been able to remain 
open during construction with 
little decline in business.

C.K. Bosworth is the general 
contractor for the job. Ernie Del-
laverson continues as the gen-
eral manager of the Vinton Rosie’s 
Gaming Emporium and is now 
the regional general manager for 
Rosie’s.

Spaugh says that job fairs for 
new employees are scheduled for 
October from 2 to 7 p.m. on Oc-
tober 15 and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
October 16.
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. 
Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Ser-
vice, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Con-
temporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 
6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is 
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of Eck-
ankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 
Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. 
James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 
10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@ve-
rizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bi-
ble Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 
Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-

mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev. 
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Vinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
Directory

Holy or Common
Read Ezekiel 44:1 through 46:24
 At a church harvest festival, rain chased the activities into 
the building. Games, food, and a petting zoo found new lo-
cations throughout the church’s hallways and rooms. During 
the evening, some of the animals soiled the  oor.
  Training the animals to respect the church property takes 
time and effort. For a believer, growing in holiness takes 
time and effort as well.
 “They are to teach my people the difference between the 
holy and the common and show them how to distinguishbe-
tween the unclean and the clean” (Ezekiel 44:23).
 The Holy Spirit gives Christians the ability to determine 
what is holy. This is a process. God does not download ev-
ery life situation and its proper response into a believer’s 
mind. Through godly teaching and a searching of the Word, 
understanding grows. An important step in this process is 
identity. A believer must recognize that he or she is Christ’s 
holy dwelling place and live accordingly.
 Thought for Today: Discern what is holy. Send the com-
mon out to the barn.            Quicklook: Ezekiel 44:15–23

Jayden Sink’s Eagle Scout Project was construction of an inclusion playground at 
the Troutville Church of the Brethren.

Jayden Sink (center) joined Vinton Pack 235 as a fifth grader in 2014. He is shown 
here with Scoutmaster Greg Pino preparing for the Pinewood Derby.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Members of Troop 42 show their support for Jayden Sink at his Eagle Scout Board 
of Review at Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church.

Eagle Scout from page 1

He proudly completed his OA Ordeal in 
the Fall of 2018. He went on to earn his 
Star Scout Rank and served as Senior Pa-
trol Leader of Troops 235 and 137; he next 
completed his OA Brotherhood honor level 
and his Life Scout Rank—the second-high-
est rank in Scouting. He was Order of the 
Arrow, Tutelo Lodge, Mingo Chapter Chief 
in February 2021.

“I am proud that since becoming a Scout 
over 2262 days ago, I have held a leadership 
position in scouting for over 2088 days,” 
Jayden said.

He has completed 36 merit badges, 
including all 13 Eagle Required Merit 
badges, plus Archery, Art, Basketry, Canoe-
ing, Chemistry, Chess, Climbing, Crime 
Prevention, Digital Technology, Disabili-
ties Awareness, Electricity, Fingerprinting, 
Fishing, Game Design, Indian Lore, Leath-
erwork, Reading, Safety, Small Board Sail-
ing, Welding, Whitewater, Wilderness Sur-
vival, and Wood Carving. He completed 
the Staff  Training Program for Camp Staff  
and served on staff  at Camp Powhatan in 
the summer of 2021, facilitating handicraft 
skills and assisting where needed. Th e Tute-
lo Lodge Chief recommended him for 2021 
as the Chief of Camp in his absence.

“Scouting renewed my spirit and helped 
me believe in myself,” Jayden said. “I know 
that I would not have recognized my pur-
pose, found my talents, made lifelong 
friendships, or have confi dence in myself 
and my abilities if it wasn’t for the Scouting 
programs. I have learned who I am, who I 
want to be, who I can be, and who others 
see me as from scouting opportunities and 
the many volunteer leaders that guided me.”

For his Eagle Scout Project. Jayden chose 
to build an inclusion playground at the 
Troutville Church of the Brethren. 

“I chose this project because my younger 
brother has autism,” Jayden explains. “Every 
day, he fi ghts to be included and accepted, 
and many times he is turned away or bullied 
due to not always understanding how to act 
in social settings. He has handled more dis-
appointment and ridicule than I could ever 
imagine, and he has handled it with class, 
dignity, and courage. He is so resilient, de-
termined, and brave, but he shouldn’t have 
to be. Everyone needs to be, and feel, in-
cluded.”

“Regardless of a child’s preference or 
abilities, that there are activities for them 
to engage in,” Jayden said. “An inclusion 
playground will allow children of any abil-
ity to play and be included. By making sure 
that the playground includes elements of 
play for all, children will be able to have fun 
without the segregation or lack of accom-
modation.”

Jayden says that working with his broth-
er in Scouting over the years has given him 
a diff erent perspective. He researched, got 
creative, and explored various options to 

help him understand complex concepts. 
Th at led Jayden and his mother, Janette 
Hunt (Assistant Scout Master), to fi nd al-
ternative ways to explain challenging con-
cepts to those who learn diff erently.

“As a result, my mom incorporated these 
methods, and she and I became advocates 
for all abilities, to include, understand, and 
work with scouts who needed more pa-
tience, a diff erent perspective, and a feeling 
that they do belong. As my scouting ca-
reer has progressed, I have found that my 
strengths and leadership skills center around 
those with diff erent abilities.”

Eagle Scout candidates not only design 
plans for their project but also raise funds 
to build it. Because of COVID, fundrais-
ing was a little more challenging this past 
year. Not deterred, Jayden set up a fundrais-
ing page with GoFundMe and surpassed his 
goal of $1300, raising $2000.

Troop 42 Committee Chair Joe Ostronic 
says guidelines are pretty stringent for com-
pleting Eagle Scout projects. Construction 
of the inclusion playground was made even 
more diffi  cult than usual this year due to 
industry-wide shortages of construction 
materials due to COVID.

Once the funds are raised, and supplies 
are priced and purchased, the Eagle Scout 
candidate supervises the construction of the 
project—not so much doing the construc-
tion himself, but organizing and directing 
the host of others involved in the actual 
building from Scout leaders to Cub and 
Troop members on multiple days.

Th ere was already a playground at the 
church, but in great disrepair, Jayden’s plan 
involved moving it around to the back of 
the parking lot and replacing and adding 
components to make it ADA compliant. 
Even the mulch meets ADA standards. Th e 
playground is built according to Day Care 
code if the church ever wants to add a day 
care program to its ministries

Members of Troop 42 decided to add a 
new tradition to the Eagle Scout Review 
Board night. Th ey gathered in the church 
parking lot at Raleigh Court Presbyterian 
Church while Jayden was undergoing his 
review to make support and congratulations 
posters so that, according to his mother, 
“when he fi nishes and walks outside he will 
be greeted with a true testament of what 
Scouting and Troop 42 is all about—spirit, 
belief, support, encouragement, success, 
friendship, and love.”

Hawk Hillberry is the Scoutmaster of 
Troop 42, formed in 2019, as a “Scout-
abilities” troop, described by Jayden as “our 
area’s all-abilities unit” to meet the needs of 
scouts of all ability levels. Th e troop began 
with fi ve members and has now grown to 
17. Jayden is the second Scout in Troop 42 
to achieve the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Jayden’s Eagle Scout Court of Honor 
Ceremony is scheduled for September 25.
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

401K PLANS
For many individuals, this is their largest asset. 

Let us help you protect what you have saved.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

CALL NOW to advertise 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
Lesley Owens, Agent
8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
Bus 540-366-6384   Fax 540-366-6625
1451 W Main St, Salem, VA 24153
Spartan Square Shopping Center
(540) 404-3694
lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com

Thank you for your loyalty.  We appreciate you.
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ADVERTISE!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

MAKE AN 

“A”
IN ADVERTISING!

BOOK YOUR 
SPOT TODAY!

To place 
your ad, 

call 389-9355

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Fall/Winter Bizarre 

Yard Sales - Craig 
County

Yard Sale 

Yard Sales - 
Montgomery County

Garage Sale 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Lost & Found

MISSING 
TOBY, 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

WANTED: 

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve

Temporary 
Administrative Assistant 

This position requires 
multi-tasking, working 
the front desk 
receptionist duties as      
well as assisting the 
Program Director. Also 
requires being proficient 
in Microsoft Office 
Programs. ** This 
position will end 
2/25/2022** 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
2021-2022 

Legals - Craig 
County

Notice of Public 
Sale  

Legals - City of 
Radford

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
ON APPLICATION 

TO VACATE A 
PORTION OF 
UNIMPROVED  

HARVEY STREET 
IN THE CITY OF 

RADFORD, 
VIRGINIA 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to 

Notice is hereby 
given to  

2021-2022 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - Craig 
County

Legals - 
Montgomery County

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

www.christiansburg.org/yout
ube

www.christiansburg.org/publ
ichearings

awarren@christiansburg. 
org
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If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

STATEWIDE  ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target au-
diences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* 
Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 
for MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, 
Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation serv-

STATEWIDE  ADS

STATEWIDE  ADS

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

Legals - 
Montgomery County

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice of  
Public Sale 

 

 

 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

TOWN OF VINTON 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Legals - 
Montgomery County

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS
ices available. $0 Down Fi-
nancing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-
1a378

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

HELP WANTED 

HIRING? We can help you 
 ll your open positions! 
Promote job listings region-
ally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertis-
ing Solutions reaching job 
seekers. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member.  HYPERLINK “ht-

tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 

pay funeral and other  nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HY-
PERLINK “http://www.Life-
55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

Wanted to Buy or Trade
FREON WANTED: We pay
$$$ for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certi  ed Pro-
fessionals. Call 312-291-
9169 or visit Refrigerant-
Finders.com

ADVERTISE!

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, VINTON MESSENGER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO THE VINTON MESSENGER

DIGITAL ONLY
DIGITAL

& PRINT PRINT ONLY

             Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$44.00 In County

$48.00 Out of County  $52.00 Out of State

One Year 
Digital Subscription 

$29.00

Yearly Print & Digital 
Subscription

$67.00

YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

Rec league players introduced at second Terrier home game

Rec league players in 
Vinton were recognized at 
“Youth Night” prior to the 
second William Byrd Ter-
riers home football game 
against Hidden Valley High 
School on September 3. 

Th e young athletes 
walked the track in front 
of the stands to the cheers 
of their families and Ter-
rier spectators prior to the 
game.

Teams introduced in-
cluded the 8U Grasshop-
pers Co-Ed Soccer Team 
coached by Mike Terrell. 
Players include: Londyn 
Terrell, Cannon Jones, 
Charlie Ralph, Mason 
Fields, Odin McKinney, 
Jude Failes, Parker Henry, 
Lucas Romeo, Ila Th omas, 
Gia Henderson, and Olivia 
Heaps.

Next up were the 10U 
Ladybugs Girls Soccer 
Team, also coached by 
Mike Terrell. Players in-
clude Kinsley Ring, Hanna 
Counts, Sage Hazlewood, 
Janilla Henderson, Mia 
Johnson, Samantha Keith, 
Addyson Lutz, Cally Lutz, 
Ava Maute, Madison Pohl-
man, and Collyns Terrell.

Th e 7U Saints Flag Foot-
ball Team coached by Erin 
Berry and Andrea Hebert 
walked the track next. Th ey 
include Miles Berry, Emelia 
Hebert, Landon Sheridan, 
Noah Th omas, and Landon 
Wilson.

Th e 7U Eagle Flag Foot-
ball players, coached by 
Devin Yeatts, included Eli-
jah Brewer, Shane Cline-
bell, Jr., Demitrice David, 
Eli Robertson, Gunner 
Shepherd, Isiah Strother, 

Hayden Th omas, and Liam 
Yeatts.

Th e 9U Cowboys Flag 
Football Team, coached 
by Jeff  Clinebell, Robbie 
Hebert, and Jerome Mann 
includes players Landon 
Clinebell, Alexander He-
bert, Sincere Mann, Bent-
ley Oliver, Conner Martin, 
Reece Brady, Brett Gardner, 
Carrington Gill, Tyler Cart-
er, and Tyler Terry.

Th e 11U Giants Flag 
Football Team, coached 
by James Martin and Wil-
liam Brodmerkel includes 
players Evan Bays, Jude 
Hinkle, Ryan Bell, Jacob 
Bryant, Michael Dixon, 
Benjamin Gurley, Kyler 
Martin, Landon Rodgers, 
Blair Godlesky, and Ryan 
Witcher.

Th e 8U Cheerleaders, 
coached by Morgan Ed-
berg, Valerie Counts, and 
Victoria Th omas include 
Ali Burwell, Bayleigh Ed-
berg, Arabella Ferguson, 
Adlee Kennedy-Mackay, 
Gracelynn Leary, Rylee 
Lutz, Harper Mitchell, 
Emma Morris, Madi-
lynn Oliver, Lexi Reeves, 
Carleigh St. Clair, Aubrie 
Taylor, Lilly Th omas, Ava 
Th ornton, Makenna Tin-
gler, Ella Turman, and Ara-
bella Weeden.

Th e 12U Cheerlead-
ers are coached by Marce-
line Huff , Tina Black, and 
Samantha Morgan. Th ey 
include Kendall Adams, 
Charley Harmon, Cassidy 
Th ompson, Asia Bannister, 
Mariah Black, Sofi a Butler, 
Riley Cummings, Macie 
Fields, Ayriana Huff , Tin-
ley Humphries, Octavia 
Mann, Layna Miller, Layna 
Miller, Gracie Morgan, 
Violeta Ramirez, Haleigh 

Sauceda, Isabella Wirtz, and 
Kaydy Wright.

Tackle Football teams 
recognized on Youth Night 
include the 8U Terriers, 
coached by Marcus Hill. 
Th e team includes Bentley 
Perdue, Grayson Under-
wood, Riggins Hill, Owen 
Gibson, Johnathan Looney, 
Issac Ray, Kennedy Hernan-
dez, Liam Krista, Hayden 
McClure, Colton Flanna-
gan, Brylan Shupe, Peyton 
Barton, Landen Nichols, 
Tyler Jones, Jaxon Kish, 
Niko Bardales, Tucker Ma-
hanes, Easton Nicely, Em-
mett Colvin, and Bryson 
Whorley.

Th e 10U Terriers Tackle 
Football team are coached 
by Mitch Kotz. Players in-
clude Conner Daugherty, 
Peyton Underwood, Jack-
son Poindexter, Jacob Mor-
ris, Nolan Riley, Brennan 
Leary, Liam Shaw, Wyatt 
Magill, Briggs Kotz, Zach-
ary Camden, Aden Sander-
son, Greylin Peters, Austin 
Th omas, Eli Poindexter, 
Reid Divers, Joshua Hale, 
Pierce Franks, Josiah Wines, 
Mason Williams, Bentley 
Shupe, Levi Amos, Benja-
min Amos, Jayden Omiyo, 
and Gavin Cook.

Gary Wheeler coaches 
the 12U Terriers Tackle 

Football team which in-
cludes players Caleb Wrye, 
Eli Ratliff , Carson Wheel-
er, Mason Hershel, Ethan 
Parker, Nicholas Toney, 
Michael Fleisher, Ryan 
Carroll, Stephen Byars, 

Andre Chapman, Joshua 
Serreno, Jakeem Toler, 
Jamari Toler, Eli Barton, 
Bradley Counts, Isaiah 
McElvy, Jaylen Blake An-
derson, Zane Taylor, and 
Jackson Booze.

At the September 3, the 
Terriers paid special trib-
ute to the 13 U.S. service 
members who gave their 
lives on August 26 serving 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Rec League, page 12
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Sports
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The William Byrd football team 
will be looking to crack the win col-
umn this week when they go on the 
road for the first time. Byrd will take 
on Christiansburg at Evans King Field 
at 7 pm.

The Blue Demons are off to a 
good start under head coach Alex 
Wilkins, who was a teammate of for-
mer Byrd quarterback Jeff Highfill, Jr. 
at Bridgewater College. The Demons 
opened with a shutout of Class 2 Floyd 
County, then traveled to Abingdon for 
a 32-27 win last Friday. This week’s 
game will be the home opener for 
Christiansburg.

“This is Christiansburg’s first home 
game, so they’ll have a good crowd 
and a great game environment,” said 
Byrd coach Brad Lutz. “They are a 
strong contender in our region. Their 
roster is full of size, speed, and expe-
rience and they’re explosive in all 
three phases of the game.”

The Demons are new to the sched-
ule this year. Byrd has not played 
Christiansburg since the first round of 

the 2013 playoffs, when the Terriers 
won 28-10 in Vinton. 

Byrd coach Lutz last took on 
Christiansburg in the 2011 playoffs 
when he was the coach at Broadway 
High School. The Demons won that 
game, 35-0, in the state semifinal 
before falling to Briar Woods a week 
later in a close championship game, 
28-26.

This season Byrd has opened with 
home losses to Liberty and Hidden 
Valley. Last Friday at Patterson 
Stadium the visiting Titans spotted 
Byrd three first quarter points before 
taking charge and beating the Terriers, 
42-10.

“Our team competed for four quar-
ters and showed growth,” said Lutz. 
“We need to continue to improve each 
week and focus on the fundamentals 
of football. I’m proud of our players, 
but we still need to get better at the 
details, which will allow more growth 
within our team.”

The Terriers scored on their open-
ing drive, settling for a 27 yard field 

goal from Bricen Lancaster. Then, 
on Hidden Valley’s ensuing posses-
sion, John Kiker picked off a pass to 
set up good field possession for the 
Byrd offense. The Terriers drove to 
the Titans’ one yard line but fumbled 
the ball into the end zone, wasting a 
golden opportunity.

The Titans took advantage of the 
shift in momentum and put 20 second 
quarter points on the board, including 
a killer 24 yard interception return just 
before the half. Byrd did not score 
again until AJ Gravely went over from 
the one in the fourth quarter.

Despite the loss Byrd’s running 
game showed some improvement 
over the first week as Peyton Fuchs, 
Gravely and Israel Hairston combined 
for 135 yards on 31carries, an average 
of 4.3 yards per carry. Hairston led 
with 51 yards on 12 carries and Israel 
was eight for 19 passing for 76 yards, 
with four completions going to Dillon 
Anderson for 52 yards.

On defense, Ethan Haston had 
six tackles and broke up six passes 

against a strong Titan passing attack. 
“Ethan had a break out night against 
one of their best receivers,” said Lutz.

Kiker finished with four total tack-
les along with his pick and Kendal 
Howard had three tackles and forced 
a turnover. Hunter Richards blocked 
a kick.

The Byrd jayvee team opened their 
season with a 21-6 win over Hidden 
Valley and the middle school team 
lost for the first time in two years to 
a stout William Fleming team. With a 
young varsity and strong classes com-
ing up the coaches look forward to 
better days ahead, hopefully starting 
in Christiansburg this Friday.  

 “The support and crowd atten-
dance has been outstanding,” said 
Lutz. “Our entire football program 
appreciates the support that our young 
team is receiving. We are growing and 
learning, and the fan support has been 
very encouraging. The Dog Pound 
continues to be incredible, and our 
team is so blessed to have their sup-
port as well.”

Terriers have fi rst road game Friday at Christiansburg

The William Byrd cross country teams will be 
participating in the 17th Annual Knights Crossing 
Invitational at Green Hill Park in west Roanoke 
County this Saturday. It will be the third event of the 
season for the Terriers, who ran in the Bengal Clash 
and Viking Invitational last week.

The Knights Crossing, which is ranked as the 
third best in the state by the popular runners’ web-
site “MileStat,” will include runners from around 
80 high schools and 60 middle schools. The last 
Knights Crossing, held in 2019, attracted teams from 
Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina, Tennessee, 
West Virginia and Virginia. The meet was not held 
last year due to the coronavirus pandemic.

The meet is scheduled for Green Hill Park, noted 
to be one of the faster courses in the state. Once 
again Green Hill Park will host the state Class 1, 2 
and 3 state championships in November.

The course will open this Saturday at 7 am with 
an open 5K team race for men and women at 7:30 
am. An elementary school race, for both boys and 
girls, is scheduled for 8 am and it’s a 1K course.

Middle School races are next, with the girls at 
8:20 am and the boys at 8:55 am. Both will be 4K 
and the top 25 in each race will receive medals.

“Red” races begin at 9:30 am for the girls and 
10:15 am for the boys. Both are 5K, and the “Red” 
division is for Virginia public schools and all out of 
state teams.

The “Black” races, for Virginia public and private 

schools, are also 5K. The girls Black race is at 10:45 
am with the boys at 11:30 am.

“White” races, for Virginia public school runners 
and all out of state teams not entered in the “Red” 
races, will begin with a girls race at 12:15 pm and a 
boys’ race at 1 pm. Both are 5K.

Finally, a “Gold” race, for all Virginia public and 
all private school runners not entered in the Black 
race, will be held at 1:30 pm. Boys and girls will run 
together in a 5K.

Concessions will be available and t-shirts will be 
on sale for runners or spectators. Cave Spring High 
School is hosting the event.

The Terriers opened the season with a run in the 
“Bengal Clash,” hosted by Bassett High School at 
the Smith River Complex on September 2nd.  For 
the varsity girls Claire Glover lead the way with an 
11th place finish overall, followed by Olivia Hurd in 
12th. Emma Gordon, Rebecca Qui and Riley Roth 
also scored at Byrd took third among eight teams.

For the boys Stephan Underwood led the way, 
setting a personal best.  “He ran a really strong race 
and competed throughout,” said Byrd coach Eric 
Royal.

 Brayden McCulloch, Reagan Lilley, newcomer 
Bodie Gonzalez and Case Crawford rounded out the 
scoring while another new runner, Issiac Hartzel. 
completed his first cross country race.  

The JV girls had several new runners come out 
for the team this year.  Gracie Mick was the top run-

ner with an 11th overall finish followed closely fol-
lowed by Alex Bonilla, Liz Dixon and Emma Rupe. 

“I’m super excited to see new faces out for cross 
country,” said Royal. “It is challenging to race a 5k, 
but it’s both excitement and exhaustion.”

Heidi Wienke was the top finisher for the middle 
school girls with a 5th place finish, running an 
impressive 11:42.73 for the 3000m course. Elena 
Mullins, Arianna Krista and Lucy Whitenack all 
finished their first cross country race. 

“Heidi is now the fastest middle school girl who 
has run for me, passing her sister Erin and Kate 
O’Connor,” said Royal.

Kevin McCaskill was the top middle school boy 
with an eighth place finish, followed by Ty Brady 
and Owen Webb. 

On Saturday the Terriers were back on the trails 
at Northside High for the Viking Invitational.

“It was a quick turnaround from racing on 
Thursday but we wanted to support Coach Hunt in 
her first invitation at Northside in almost 10 years,” 
said Royal.

Hurd was the top girl for the varsity, followed by 
Qui, Roth, Mick, Bonilla and Rupe. 

Dakota Bell led the boys in 27th, one spot ahead 
of Underwood. Gonzalez was 39th and Hartsell was 
49th.

Wienke led the middle school girls with a seventh 
place finish while Riley Slusher was first for Byrd 
among the middle school boys.

Runners will compete in Knights Crossing at Green Hill Park Saturday 
after strong showing at Bengal Classic, Viking Invitational last week

Action from Byrd’s game against Hidden Valley at Patterson Stadium last Friday. Above left, Cole Spencer(#5) and Peyton Fuchs(#2) make the stop. Above right, Kendal 
Howard(#43) pulls down the ballcarrier. Below left, Ethan Haston(#25) makes a sliding tackle and, below right, AJ Gravely(#34), Davian Hopkins(#11) and Alex Reamy(#54) 
combine for the tackle. PHOTOS BY BILL HOAL
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William Byrd students cheer on the volleyball team in the “Dog Pound” as the girls come from behind to beat Cave Spring last week. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Byrd girls come from two sets down to stun Cave Spring
The William Byrd 

volleyball team split 
two exciting matches in 
the past week against 
non-district Roanoke 
County opponents, both 
in Vinton. The girls beat 
Cave Spring in five sets 
last Thursday, then fell 
to Glenvar in four sets on 
Tuesday.

The Cave Spring 
match was a marathon, 
as Byrd avenged a loss 
from a week prior at Cave 
Spring. This one looked 
like it was going to be 
more of the same as the 
visiting Knights won the 
first two sets, 25-17 and 
25-18, and were on the 
verge of defeating the 
Terriers.

However, a rowdy 
crowd of students in the 
“Dog Pound” wouldn’t 
let the girls quit, and Byrd 
came storming back with 
a 25-21 win in the third 
set, then tied the match 
with a 25-21 win in the 
fourth to even things up. 
The Byrd girls had the 
Knights on their heels at 
this point and rode the 
momentum to a rousing 
15-2 win in the decid-
ing set to 15 to win the 
match.

“It was a great night 
for the Terriers and a fan-
tastic battle for the vic-
tory,” said coach Allison 
Thornton. “The Terriers 
battled back in a great 
come from behind win.”

Senior outside hit-
ter Mattie Andrews led 
the offense with 17 kills 
on the night while con-
tributing nine digs. Ella 
Ashworth had a great 

night on the back row with 32 
digs and Carsyn Kotz fed the 
offense with 30 assists.

On Tuesday the girls host-
ed a strong Glenvar team. The 
Highlanders were undefeated in 
the spring regular season and 
have just about everyone back 
this fall.

Glenvar jumped to a 25-17 

first set win but Byrd evened 
the match in the second, win-
ning 25-23. The Highlanders 
then took control by winning 
the next two, 25-13 and 25-19, 
to win the match.

Andrews had three aces 
behind the serving line and put 
down 12 kills.  Alexis Helton 
was fierce at the net, putting 

down a pair of solo blocks.  
Kamryn Sigafoes had 10 kills 
and nine digs while Ashworth 
once again led defensively with 
23 digs. Setter Kotz dished out 
24 assists. 

With the loss the Terriers fell 
to 2-4 on the season, all against 
top-notch competition. They’ve 
played Hidden Valley and Cave 

Spring twice each along with 
Bassett and Glenvar.

The girls are off tonight, 
returning to action next Tuesday, 
September 14, for their Blue 
Ridge District opener against 
Lord Botetourt in Vinton. LB 
improved to 3-3 on the sea-
son after beating Blacksburg 
Tuesday night. 

Left, Byrd’s Mattie Andrews goes high to nail a spike in last 
week’s win over Cava Spring. Above, Carsyn Kotz is ready to 
set one up for the Terriers. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Ed Green’s “Great Beginnings” programs for football and soc-
cer will get underway on September 19 at West Salem Elementary 
School in Salem. Kids from all areas are welcome to sign up for the 
program, which targets children too young to participate in recre-
ation sports.

The goal of the program is to help kids age three to seven prepare 
for the challenges of playing in team sports. Each program has a one 
hour session on five Sundays in September and October and parents 
are urged to participate with the child. Cost is $70 for the entire five-
session program.

Green, a former basketball coach at Roanoke College and several 
area high schools, conducts the program with help from former high 
school athletes. Ed is a member of the Roanoke College Athletic 
Hall of Fame and is noted for working well with kids and teaching 
fundamentals. 

Both programs will be held on the playground at West Salem 
Elementary School in Salem, with the football running from 1:30 pm 
to 2:30 pm and the soccer beginning at 2:45 pm and running through 
3:45 pm. The programs are sponsored by the City of Salem Parks and 
Recreation Departments.

To sign upcontact Ed Green at 387-9516.

William Byrd was fourth 
as the Lord Botetourt golf-
ers increased their lead in 
the Blue Ridge District 
regular season golf tour on 
Tuesday. The Cavaliers 
shot a team score of 295 
at the Mariners Landing 
course.

Botetourt has now 
won all four rounds of 
the season long event, and 
Northside has been second 
every time. The Vikings 
shot a 309 on Tuesday and 
now trail LB by 47 strokes 
over 54 holes, with two 
rounds of nine and two 
rounds of 18.

William Byrd is fourth 
overall at 1,020, 61 
strokes behind third place 
Franklin County and 
334 ahead of fifth place 
Staunton River. Byrd shot 
a team score of 354 at 
Mariners Landing with 
Griffin Horacek posting 
the best round with an 
86. Close behind were 
Clayton Gilmore at 87 
and Kendrick South at 
88 while Mattox Wolfe 
was Byrd’s fourth scorer 
at 93. Also playing for 
Byrd were Evan Mullen 
at 98 and Madeline 
Cunningham at 101.

The medalist for 

Tuesday’s round was Ashton 
Harper of Lord Botetourt, 
who shot a three-under-par 69. 
Teammate Samir Davidov was 
second at 71 and those two 
Cavaliers are first and second 
in the individual standings as 
well. Byrd’s top golfer in the 

standings is Gilmore in 10th 
place.

The Terriers are at Bassett 
today for a nine-hole non-
district match. The next BRD 
round is scheduled for next 
Tuesday, September 14, at the 
Botetourt Golf & Swim Club.

“Great Beginnings” for football, soccer

The Vinton Shooting Stars(dark shirts) clear the ball in recreation 
soccer action for 8-U players. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Byrd’s Griffin Horacek studies a putt. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

WB golfers
are fourth
in BRD 
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If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

ARE YOU READY?

NEW KENT  |  VINTON  |  RICHMOND  |  HAMPTON  |  DUMFRIES

ROSIESGAMING.COM

htb.com/upto400  
promo code: UPTO400 
Enrollment in the promotion and 

You can earn up to $400 when you meet the qualifications for
each cash bonus reward. See requirements below.

p y qp y q

Direct Deposit bonus::p

$10K+ Account Balance bonus::

Debit Card Activity bonus::yy

or more

n/a n/a n/a n/a

n/a n/a n/a n/a

GET UP TO $4001 WHEN YOU OPEN 
A NEW PERSONAL CHECKING ACCOUNT

A LITTLE EXTRA BONUS

in Kabul, Afghanistan—11 
Marines, one serving in the 
Army, and one in the Navy. 
Terrier announcer Chris 
Carr said, “We will always 
be grateful for their sacri-
fi ce.”

Th e tradition of honor-
ing American soldiers who 
have given their lives in Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom and 
Operation Enduring Free-
dom was begun by Head 
Coach Brad Lutz.

Th e 13 soldiers remem-
bered include:

Marine Sgt. Johanny Ro-
sario Pichardo, age 25, from 
Lawrence, Massachusetts, a 
member of the 5th Marine 
Expeditionary Brigade in 
Bahrain

Marine Sgt. Nicole L. 
Gee, age 23, from Ros-
eville, California, a main-
tenance technician with the 
24th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit’s Combat Logistics 
Battalion 24

Marine Staff  Sgt. Darin 
T. Hoover, age 31, from 

Salt Lake City, Utah, a 
member of the 2nd Battal-
ion 1st Marine Regiment, 
who joined the Marines im-
mediately after high school 
in 2008

Marine Cpl. Hunter 
Lopez, age 22, from Indio, 
California, a member of the 
2nd Battalion, 1st Marine 
Regiment

Marine Cpl. Daegan W. 
Page, age 23, from Omaha, 
Nebraska, an infantry rifl e-
man in the 2nd Battalion, 
1st Marine Regiment

Marine Cpl. Humberto 
A. Sanchez, age 22, from 
Logansport, Tennessee, a 
member of the 2nd Battal-
ion, 1st Marine Regiment

Marine Lance Cpl. Da-
vid L Espinoza, age 20, 
from Rio Bravo, Texas, an 
infantry rifl eman in the 
2nd Battalion, 1st Marine 
Regiment at Camp Pend-
leton, California; he joined 
the Marines just out of high 
school

Marine Lance Cpl. Jared 

M. Schmitz, age 20, from 
St. Charles, Missouri, a 
member of the 2nd Battal-
ion, 1st Marine Regiment

Marine Lance Cpl.  
Rylee J. McCollum, age 20, 
from Jackson, Wyoming, a 
member of the 2nd Battal-
ion, 1st Marine Regiment; 
he was married in Febru-
ary and expecting his fi rst 
child in October; he had 
wanted to join the military 
his entire life and signed up 
for the Marines the day he 
turned 18

Marine Lance Cpl. 
Dylan R. Merola, age 20, 
from Rancho Cocamonga, 
California, a member of the 
2nd Battalion, 1st Marine 
Regiment

Marine Lance Cpl. Ka-
reem M Nikoui, age 20, 
from Norco, California, a 
member of the 2nd Battal-
ion, 1st Marine Regiment

Navy Corpsman Maxton 
W. Soviak, age 22, from 
Berlin Heights, Ohio, a 
medic serving with the 1st 
Marine Regiment at Camp 
Pendleton; he was on the 
football, track, wrestling, 
and tennis teams in high 
school, and a member of 
the school band

Army Staff  Sgt. Ryan 
C. Knauss, age 23, a spe-
cial operations soldier from 
Corryton, Tennessee in the 
Army’s 9th Psychological 
Operations Battalion, in 
Fort Bragg, North Caro-
lina; he joined the Army in 
2016 just out of high school

Th e JROTC Color 
Guard, including Nathan 
Andersen and Hunter 
Burns from William Byrd 
High School, participated 
in the tribute prior to the 
game with the presentation 
of colors and the national 
anthem.

Th e Marching Terri-
ers performed their entire 
program, “Escape from the 
Mind,” during halftime, 
this time in full uniform.

Th e fi nal score in the 
hard-fought game was Hid-
den Valley 42, Byrd 10. Th e 
Terriers play at Christians-
burg on September 10.

Rec League from page 9

The second Terrier home football game was designated “Youth Night” with young 
rec league players introduced prior to the game–a Terrier tradition. Here, the 8U 
Grasshoppers Co-ed Soccer Team coached by Mike Terrell is introduced.

Several of the youngest Rec League teams greeted the Terriers football team as 
they entered the field.

The JROTC Color Guard included two Byrd students: Nathan Hendersen (far left) and 
Hunter Burns (second from left).

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Members of the Marching Terriers band were in full uniform this week to perform 
their entire “Escape from the Mind” halftime program.
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