
tant part of student life at Cundiff . 
Each morning, the students (pre-K 
and up), faculty, and staff  recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance and then the 
W.E. Cundiff  pledge: “I pledge to be 
safe, respectful, responsible, ready to 
learn. We are Team Cundiff .”

Being a member of the fl ag team 
at Cundiff  is an honor. Th e students’ 
fourth grade teachers nominate the 
students, who are then selected by the 
Cundiff  faculty and administration. 
Th is year they are Graceyn Taylor, 
Vishva Patel, Keelan Webster, Reid 
Divers, Remington Duncan, and 
Caroline Sutphin. All of the students 
on the team agreed they were happy 
to take on the responsibility.

Music teacher Ellen Hannan, who 
sponsors and trains the fl ag team, says 
they are retiring the worn US fl ag 
which has fl own for 10 years at Cun-
diff , and Woodmen Life (formerly 
Woodmen of the World Life Insur-
ance) has donated a new 6’x10’ fl ag 
to take its place. Th e new fl ag is nylon 
and made by Annin Flagmakers of 
South Boston, Va. 

Steve Bishop and K.J. Gill made 
the presentation of the new fl ag to the 
fl ag team on the morning of Septem-
ber 9. Bishop is the Woodmen mar-
keting manager; Gill is the representa-
tive for Woodmen Life.
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Woodmen Life donates new 
US fl ag to W.E. Cundiff 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Woodmen Life has donated a new American flag to W.E. Cundiff 
Elementary School to be displayed on the flagpole there each day. 
Woodmen Marketing Manager Steve Bishop (back left) and Woodmen 
Representative K.J. Gill (back right) presented the new flag to the 
Cundiff flag team on September 9. Members of the flag team include 
fifth graders (left to right) Graceyn Taylor, Vishva Patel, Keelan Webster, 
Reid Divers, and Remington Duncan. Caroline Sutphin is not pictured.

Each school day morning, six 
fi fth graders on the fl ag team at W.E. 
Cundiff  Elementary School raise the 
American fl ag on the 35-foot fl agpole 

in front of the Vinton school.  Each 
afternoon they take down the fl ag, 
fold it into a triangle, and store it 
until it is brought out the next morn-
ing (unless the weather is rainy) to be 
fl own again.

Th e fl ag has become a very impor-

Daleville resident has 
found ‘hot coffee and 
cool friends’

Some Botetourt 
County residents may be 
unaware there is real fro-
zen custard in the Roa-
noke Valley. One local 
citizen is well aware and 
provides treats and pick-
me-ups at Chris’s Coffee 
& Custard for its steady 
array of customers. The 
slogan at Chris’s reads: 
“Where hot coffee meets 
cool friends.”  Woodrow 
and the other employees 
experience that slogan 
daily.

The coffee/custard 
store sits off of 9th Street 
in Southeast Roanoke. 
Woodrow Carter of Da-
leville stands behind the 
counter each week, ready 
to serve. One of Wood-
row’s favorite things 
about the job is meet-
ing new people and his 
friendship with Chris 
Woodrum, the son of 
Beth Woodrum of Roa-
noke, who owns the es-
tablishment.

“I serve custard and 
coffee,” Woodrow men-
tioned. “I sometimes 
help sort the cookies and 
put them in baggies. I 
make milkshakes and 
help with the chicken 
salad. I pretty much do 
whatever they want me 
to do. I honestly don’t 
care what I do at this job. 
I’m willing to do what-
ever.”

Woodrow is a big fan 
of barbeque, but his 
go-to is a chicken salad 
or grilled cheese on a 
croissant when working 
at Chris’s. He currently 
lives at A Shining Light 
group home in Daleville.

Beth believed there 
was something special 
for her son, Chris, and 
other young adults with 
unique abilities. When 
Chris was in the ninth 
grade, he worked at dif-
ferent job sites in the 
Roanoke Valley.

“I started thinking 
back then that there was 
nowhere for young adults 
with special abilities to 
work in the area,” Beth 
stated. “Chris is very 
high-functioning, but 
looking at his abilities 

Woodrow Carter of Daleville prepares a customer’s 
order.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The “Penny for Your Thoughts” community meeting on September 9 at the 
Charles R. Hill Community Center gave citizens the opportunity to learn 
about and provide input on proposed revisions to the Zoning Ordinance 
in an interactive way. (From left) Assistant Planning and Zoning Director 
Nathan McClung uses technology to inform Councilwoman Laurie 
Mullins, Vinton Roofing owner Joy Payne, and Community Programs and 
Facilities Director Chasity Barbour on proposed revisions to Heights and 
Setbacks regulations in the Central Business District in Vinton.

Town hosts impressive, interactive 
community meeting on Zoning Ordinance

Truth be told, sometimes gov-
ernment meetings can be a little 
dull, especially if you add in the 
words “zoning” and “ordinance.” 

Not so at the “A Penny for Your 
Thoughts” community meeting 
organized by the Vinton Plan-
ning and Zoning Department 
and held at the Charles R. Hill 
Community Center on Septem-
ber 9. It should become the mod-
el for all future community meet-
ings involving planning, zoning, 
and even economic development.

The meeting did not involve 
merely watching a PowerPoint 
presentation on proposed chang-
es to the Town of Vinton Zon-
ing Ordinance, or listening to 

Thrasher Memorial continues 
annual Prayer Circle tradition

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
 Thrasher Memorial United Methodist Church held the annual Prayer 
Circle on September 12, with members encircling the church on 
Washington Avenue to pray for the church, the community, and the 
world.

The congregation of Thrash-
er Memorial United Methodist 
Church surrounded the church 
in prayer with the annual Prayer 
Circle on September 12, praying 
for the church, its ministry, and 
its mission, for the community, 
and the world.

At 10:30 a.m., the chapel bell 
rang out. The church began pray-
ing facing inward for about five 
minutes asking that:

the church will preach the 
Word of God without apology

the church would devote itself 
to prayer

the church will boldly share Je-
sus with the community and the 

See Zoning, page 10

See Woodmen, page 7

and watching him work, 
I wanted to find a place 
in the community where 
Chris and his friends 
could work together.”

Beth began looking 
for places around the 
state. She discovered cof-
fee shops, bakeries, and 
car washes around the 
country that train people 
with special abilities. She 
decided to do a combi-
nation of things that the 
Roanoke Valley hasn’t ex-
perienced.

From there, LovABLE 
Services Inc., a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization, 
began to formulate. Lov-
ABLE Services is a com-
prehensive training pro-
gram designed by Beth 
for young adults with 
special abilities. Beth 
worked with a Special 
Education teacher to cre-
ate the program.

“I told my husband 
that (opening the res-
taurant and providing a 
training service) is what I 
wanted to do,” Beth con-
tinued. “He asked how I 
would do it. I said, ‘Well, 
I don’t know yet. I’m 
just going to pray about 
it, and if God wants me 
to do it, he’ll open the 
doors.’”

As Beth started her 
first year of research in 
2017, she realized that 
this is what she was 
supposed to do. Beth 
is a nurse by trade. Her 
brother is a restaurant 
owner who helped her 
with the ins and outs of 
the food service industry. 
Having a brother in the 
industry was extremely 
helpful.

“I talked to the gentle-
man who owns the facil-
ity and told him what I 
wanted to do,” Beth said. 
“He pulled out the plans 
for the facility and men-
tioned he wanted a cof-
fee shop in the facility 
and would love to have 
Chris’s there.”  

After prayer and hope, 
Beth got her answer that 
day. Soon, the construc-
tion and design of Chris’s 
began. It took a long 
time to design and devel-
op, but she kept her eyes 
of her vision, goals, and 
dreams.

The next step was the 
grant process. She sched-
uled meetings  – one 
of which was with the 
Community Foundation 
Serving Western Virginia 
that provides grant op-
portunities for local busi-
nesses.

Chris’s Coffee & Cus-
tard’s first public ap-

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Matt de Simone
Staff writer

See Hot Coffee, page 3

See Prayer Circle, page 5
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Annual Outdoor 
Craft & Vendor Fair

Sept. 26th  9am-4pm
Belmont Christian Church

State guidelines regarding COVID-19 
will be observed

RAIN DATE OCT. 3

Come see the unique gifts for Christmas 
Everyone is welcome to come and shop

The Salvation Army will also be there with 
a food drive.  Come and support them!

(RAIN DATE 9/25)

20+ CRAFTERS & VENDORS
Also selling hot dogs and chips to go

Belmont Christian Church
1101 Jamison Ave. S.E. Roanoke

Saturday, Sept. 18th 
9am-2pm

Annual Outdoor 
Craft & Vendor Fair

2nd

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Mount Pleasant Lions Club met at the home of Lions Anne and Mike Ferguson on September 12 to induct 
three  new members. Shown left to right are Mount Pleasant Lions Club President Anne Ferguson, District 
Governor Eric Mills, new members John, Stephanie, and Sandy Mathena, and Mike Ferguson, who received his 
50-year Lions Club service pin.

Mount Pleasant Lions induct new members
Th e Mount Pleasant Li-

ons Club met at the Smith 
Mountain Lake home of 
Lions Anne and Mike Fer-
guson on September 12 to 
induct three new mem-
bers into the club. Family 
members John, Sandy, and 
Stephanie Mathena of the 
Mount Pleasant area took 
an oath of membership, 
promising to abide by the 
Lions Motto, “We Serve.” 

Th ey were inducted by 
Eric Mills, a member of 
the Vinton Lions Club 
and the 2021-2022 Dis-
trict Governor for District 
24C. Mills joined the Vin-
ton Breakfast Lions Club 
in 1986 and since then has 
served as club president for 
four terms. He received 
the prestigious Melvin 
Jones Fellowship Award 
in February 2008 and was 
awarded the Lion of the 
Year Award from his club 
for 2009-2010. He has 
received MD-24 Virginia 
Council of Governors Dis-
tinguished Service Awards 
for three years. 

Mills served as Zone 
Chair (Region II, Zone I) 
for eight years and as Re-
gion Chair in Region II 
for 2018-2019. He is also 
a Certifi ed Guiding Lion, 
assisting Lions Clubs who 
are struggling.

He served with the Roa-
noke City Police Depart-
ment for over 25 years 
and retired as a sergeant 
in September 2003. He 
has been employed as an 
investigator with the Bed-
ford Public Defender’s Of-
fi ce since September 2011. 
Patti Mills, his wife of 37 
years, attended the induc-
tion meeting with him.

During the ceremony, 

Mills noted that District 
24C now has about 1,370 
Lions Club members, 
although they have lost 
about nine clubs during 
the pandemic.

He reminded the new 
members that member-
ship in the Lions Club is 
an honor. What has ulti-
mately become Lions Club 
International was founded 
by Melvin Jones in 1917. 
A Chicago business leader, 
Jones told members of his 
local business club they 
should reach beyond busi-
ness issues and address the 
betterment of their com-
munities and the world.

Lions Club Interna-
tional now has 1.4 mil-
lion members around the 
world in 48,000 clubs in 
200 countries—all “dedi-
cated to making a dif-
ference, meeting needs 
wherever they exist.” Lions 
Clubs are especially recog-
nized for their dedication 
to projects for the blind 
and hearing impaired.

Mills said that the 
Mount Pleasant Lions, 
founded in 1961, have 
always been active in the 
community with service 
projects benefi tting chil-
dren and adults—“a great 
club,” this year celebrating 
their 60th anniversary.

 He told the new mem-
bers that joining the club 
would off er them the op-
portunity for personal 
growth in addition to en-
abling the club to reach 
more people with needs. 
“One new Lion aff ects the 
lives of 70 people. Wear 
your pins with pride.”

Next on the program 
was the recognition of 
three Mount Pleasant 
Lions with service pins. 
Lion Mike Ferguson was 
recognized with a 50-year 

service pin for his lengthy 
dedication to the Mount 
Pleasant Lions and their 
community service proj-
ects. Steve Wilkinson (30 
years) and Robert Wood 
(20 years) were recognized 
as well, although unable to 
attend the meeting.

Mount Pleasant Lions 
Club President Anne Fer-
guson updated the mem-
bers present on upcom-
ing projects and events. 
Members will be meeting 
to spruce up the grounds 
at their clubhouse prior to 
its fi rst scheduled rental on 
October 2. Th ey are one of 
the few Lions Clubs fortu-
nate enough to have their 
own building. Th e meet-
ing space at 2432 Mayfi eld 
Drive is made available 
to the community and 
groups for baby showers, 
birthday parties, family 
reunions, etc. (More in-
formation on renting the 

meeting hall is available 
from Lee Whitbeck at 
400-0008 or Wayne Wray 
at 427-0525.)

Th e Lions plan to con-
tinue their annual tradi-
tion of taking students 
from Mount Pleasant and 
Garden City Elementary 
Schools on Christmas 
shopping trips to purchase 
clothing and a toy. Th ey 
generally spend about 
$125 per child on six chil-
dren from each school. 
In previous years, before 
the pandemic, there were 
shopping trips prior to the 
opening of school to pur-
chase clothing and school 
supplies.

Th e Mount Pleasant 
Lions recently held their 
fi rst Teacher Appreciation 
Days for the teachers at 
Mount Pleasant and Gar-
den City, treating them to 
a visit from Deb’s Lemon-
ade at each school.

Th e club contributes 
to the schools’ clothes 
closets by providing new 
underwear and socks and 
sponsors a weekend food 
backpack project to make 
sure children don’t go 
hungry when they are out 
of school. Th ey stop by the 
school to read to students 
on “Read Across America 
Day.”  Th ey conduct vision 
screenings for students in 
several local schools.

When Rivermont 
School moved into the 
Garden City/Mount 
Pleasant area in the former 
Piggly Wiggly store, the 
Lions adopted those stu-
dents as well. In fact, they 
donated the club’s piano 
to Rivermont. (Th ey also 
treated the staff  at River-
mont to Deb’s Lemonade 
as schools opened.)

In October the club will 
be off ering a program for 
veterans in the community 

who are victims of PTSD.
Th e Mount Pleasant Li-

ons also maintain historic 
Kefauver Cemetery; they 
do regular roadside clean-
ups, and support eye-glass 
recycling.

Th e Mount Pleasant Li-
ons Club and Lions Clubs 
across the state raise funds 
for many service projects 
through the sale of LOVF 
(Lions of Virginia Foun-
dation) raffl  e tickets with 
a grand prize of $10,000. 
Th e LOVF provides grants 
to help communities in 
need with humanitar-
ian services, disaster and 
emergency relief, youth 
assistance, hunger, vision, 
environment, and other 
community projects.

Lions believe that 
“kindness matters” and 
have taken as their mission 
becoming a “Global Force 
for the Good of Human-
ity.”

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Margaret Keeler Wood ~ 1926-2021

Margaret Keeler Wood 
of Vinton passed away 
on Monday, September 
6, 2021, at age 94. Mrs. 
Wood was well-known 
and beloved in the Vin-
ton community. She and 
her husband, Bob Carson 
Wood, opened the Pure 
Oil service station and 
country store on Wash-
ington Avenue in Vinton 
in 1957, followed by Bob 

Wood’s Union 76, Wood’s 
Service Center, and Wood’s 
Auto Parts. 

Mrs. Wood was an ac-
tive member of Th rasher 
Memorial United Meth-
odist Church in Vinton, 
which she joined in 1940 
at the age of 14.

She graduated from 
William Byrd High School 
in 1945 where she played 
basketball, sang in the A 

Capella Choir, and served 
as secretary of the student 
body. In her senior year, she 
was elected Homecoming 
Queen, and named as “Best 
All Around” and “Best 
Sport.”

She married Bob Wood 
in 1946. Th ey were married 
for 62 years and raised three 
children (Barry, Tommy, 
and Bonnie), eight grand-
children, and numerous 
great-grandchildren.

Her family says she was 
always proud to be a “Vin-
tonite.” She was a charter 
member (and served as 
president) of the Vinton 
Woman’s Club, served 
on the Vinton Planning 
Commission, was a mem-
ber and president of the 
Vinton Historical Society, 
and was named Roanoke’s 
1978 Mother of the Year 
in religious activities. She 
was honored with a lifetime 
membership in the PTA. 
She loved gardening and 
bowling but spent much 
of her time as the book-
keeper of the family-owned 
Wood’s Service Center.

She will be remembered 
as an integral part of Vin-
ton—hardworking, gener-
ous, and dedicated to the 
community.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF VINTON HISTORY MUSEUM
Margaret Wood is shown with Mayor Joe Pedigo at the 
groundbreaking for the Vinton War Memorial in the 
1940s.

Margaret Wood passed away on September 6 at age 94. She was a proud Vintonite, a 1945 graduate of William 
Byrd High School, and the 1944 Homecoming Queen.

Submit your community news and photos 
to vintonmessenger@ourvalley.org.
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APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

Campbell Memorial Presbyterian 
adds free ‘Library Swap’

Campbell Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in 
Vinton has added a new 
“Little Library Swap” 
for the community in 
the parking lot in front 

of the building located 
at 1130 Hardy Road.

The little library has 
two shelves—one for 
adults on top and one 
for children under-

neath. 
The little library is 

always open and free to 
everyone. It is located 
at the Hardy Road en-
trance.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church on Hardy Road in Vinton has added a 
‘Little Library Swap” for the community.

Belmont Christian Church  
to host outdoor craft fair

Belmont Christian Church will hold 
its second annual outdoor craft and 
vendor fair on Saturday, September 18.  
Members of the Craft Fair Committee 
will be hosting the craft fair in the park-
ing lot at Belmont Christian from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Th e church is located at 1101 
Jamison Avenue in Southeast Roanoke.

Th e rain date for the craft fair is Sep-
tember 25.

Items for sale and vendors include 
hairbows, scrunchies, and lanyards from 
the Bunny Bee Boutique; handmade 
wreaths, fl oral arrangements, and hand-
made crafts by Kathy and Garry Wilk-
erson; tutus, loop whistlets, and hats 
from Shelby Whitlock; crocheted items 
and wreaths from Th ree Crafty Chicks; 
tumblers, handmade craft items, and 
keychains from Clarissa Hughes; candies 
and snacks from Jennifer Bean; Dee Cruz 
ice cream, Th e Pink Zebra, C.S. Nails 

with Tracy Brockenbrough, soy candles 
from Nose Bouquet, Zeepwear, hair ac-
cessories and earrings from Lisa Vilagi, 
portraits, sketches, and canvas by Tamia 
Dallas, cigar purses and candles by Lisa 
Sands, (Th irty-One) Usborne, keychains 
and totes from Danielle Watt, wreaths, 
candy, and crafts from Sunday Wise, 
handmade jewelry from Verla Ayers, dog 
treats by Allison Lindy, upcycled cre-
ations by Karole Passmore of Vintage by 
Design, Norwex natural organic clean-
ing with Devyn Jean, Country Creations 
with Robin Harper, crocheted items and 
quilts by Ann Bush, key chains, magnets, 
and signs by Zoe Paxton and Kaitlin Ho-
nig, Meme’s fi dget aprons by Janice Fos-
ter, and My Brother’s Keeper with J.T. 
Clark.

Th is year there is a special section set 
aside with less expensive handmade items 
for children to purchase.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Several members of the Craft Fair Committee at Belmont Christian Church finish 
decorating the tree with items they have made for the second annual outdoor 
craft fair to be held Saturday, September 18. Members shown (left to right) are 
Elaine Michael, Carol Clarkson, Maggie Angell, and Craft Show Chairman Barbara 
Brace.

pearance came at a local 
Christmas play where the 
business provided con-
cessions for guests. That 
night, one of the mem-
bers from the Commu-
nity Foundation, whose 
daughter was in the play, 
spoke to Beth. The fol-
lowing week, when Beth 
arrived at the meeting, 
the foundation was al-
ready familiar with Beth 
and ended up donating 
$75,000 to the business. 
That donation opened 
up the doors for other 
grant opportunities for 
the custard and coffee 
shop.

Chris co-owns the 
establishment with his 
mother. In creating 
Chris’s logo, Beth had 
Chris write his name 
down on several sheets of 
paper without telling him 
what she planned to do 
with his signature. (She 
didn’t want to tell him 
because it was a surprise.) 
Soon, Beth designed the 
logo and showed her son 
the finished product that 
features his signature 
from those sheets of pa-
per.

“When I showed him 
the logo, Chris said, 
‘That’s my name!’” Beth 
said. “I told him he was 
now an owner with me 
and anything he wanted 
to do – we would incor-
porate into the business.”

Chris goes to the 
Night to Shine prom 
night experience in Sa-
lem annually. When Beth 
first approached her son 
about some things he 
wanted to incorporate 
into the business, Chris 
mentioned the red carpet 
he and his friends walk 
along when entering the 
Night to Shine prom. 
The event holds a spe-
cial place in the hearts of 
Chris and his friends.

When customers enter 
Chris’s store, everyone 
gets to walk along a red 
carpet into the building 
featuring Chris’s logo be-
cause he wants his guests 
to experience walking the 
red carpet like he and his 

A look inside the entrance to Chris’s Coffee & Custard

Chris Woodrum (left), Woodrow Carter, and Beth Woodrum stand below the Chris’s 
logo designed by Chris.

Hot Coffee from page 1

friends get to walk along 
each year.

Chris’s Coffee & Cus-
tard is a special place 
in the Roanoke Valley. 
The restaurant has vari-
ous items such as the 
“Daddy’s Boy,” “Ma-
ma’s Boy” and “Chris’s 
Fave” custard dishes. 
“Daddy’s Boy” features 
vanilla custard, a cara-
mel center, and choco-
late drizzle served in a 
chocolate-dipped waffle 
cone. “Mama’s Boy” re-
places the caramel with 
Reese’s Cup crumbles 
and is served in a choco-
late-dipped waffle bowl. 
Both are delicious.

They also offer the 
previously mentioned 
chicken salad and grilled 
cheese. However, eats 
aren’t the only thing 
Chris’s brings to the ta-
ble.

Chris’s offers coffee 
hot and iced. A helpful 
infographic on the wall 
behind the counter gives 
customers an example 
of what goes into a cap-
puccino, latte, or mocha 
as well as all the coffee 
drinks that they offer. 
(They all contain differ-
ent ingredients, y’know.)

The coolest thing on 
the menu (no pun in-
tended) is the “Selfiec-
cino.” The drink is a 
cappuccino or latte with 
an image printed on top 

of the foam. A customer 
provides the image to a 
program that “prints” 
the image.

Beth is highly thank-
ful for all of the help her 
volunteers and workers 
provide for the restau-
rant. A lot of the work 
done on the restaurant 
was out of sheer kind-
ness, free of charge. 
Some of Beth’s volun-
teers currently live in 
Botetourt County.

“I have one volunteer 
that told me that even if 
she’s having a bad day, 
she’ll come into work, 
and by the time she 
leaves, her entire day 
was great,” Beth men-
tioned. “She said it is so 
rewarding to watch the 
staff work. They’re all 
happy, able to have a job 
and get a paycheck. It’s 
really exciting to watch 
the teamwork. Our cus-
tomer service is the most 
important thing for us 
here. My goal is to have 
people feel better when 
they leave than when 
they first walk in the 
door.”

For more information 
about Chris’s Coffee & 
Custard, visit their web-
site at chrisscoffeeand-
custard.com to peruse 
their menu and find out 
more about what Chris’s 
provides to the Roanoke 
Valley.
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Submit your community 
news and photos to 
vintonmessenger@

ourvalley.org.

Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485
or email tfrye@ourvalley.org

to advertise in this space.

Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes 
you to our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself 
to be one of a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environ-
ment of a comfortable lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community 
family. The town, with its proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain 
Lake, provides many opportunities for those who wish to stop and shop at our local 
farmers market or one of our unique specialty shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the 
year from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers 
its own unique atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if 
you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and ameni-
ties located nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; 
small, locally, and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views 
of the mountains and Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling 

of belonging, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conven-
iences that are necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.
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Vinton Wesleyan Church 
Homecoming Sunday

Vinton Wesley-
an Church will cel-
ebrate its 87th Home-
coming on Sunday, 
September 19, at 10 a.m.
Special music will be 
presented by Joyce Ro-
driguez, Denis Looney 
and Cody Rader. Guest 

speaker is the Rev. Tim 
Kirkpatrick, assistant 
district superintendent 
of the Shenandoah Dis-
trict, Wesleyan Church.
Th e public is invited to 
the 10 a.m. celebration 
and the 6 p.m. Praise and 
Prayer Service.

Chamber of Commerce 
Senior Expo now scheduled 
for September 21

Th e Vinton Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
has been attempting 
to hold the annual Se-
nior Expo at the Vinton 
War Memorial since the 
spring of 2020—remem-
ber, that’s when COVID 
struck.

After being resched-
uled several times, the 
Senior Expo will fi nally 
take place on Tuesday, 
September 21 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Vin-
ton War Memorial. Th e 
event is free and open to 
the public.

Exhibits will include 
Retirement, Assisted 
Living, Nursing Care, 
Health Care, Home 
Care, Hospice, Health 
Products, Aging in Place, 
Medical Equipment, In-
surance, Reverse Mort-
gages, Hearing and Eyec-
are, Health Screenings, 
Crime Prevention and 
Safety, and much more. 

Th ere will be door 
prizes, goodie bags, ven-

dor giveaways, screen-
ings, and more.

Sponsors for the 
2021 Senior Expo in-
clude Fox Radio 910, 
the Town of Vinton, the 
Senior News Magazine, 
Acti-Kare, PFG, Budget 
Blinds, Roanoke County, 
Magnets USA, CORA 
Physical Th erapy, Bank 
of Botetourt, Neely’s Ac-
counting Services, Gentle 
Shepherd Family Care-
giver Resources, BB&T, 
Winter’s Storage, Lotz 
Funeral Home, Member 
One, Blue Ridge Bever-
age, GCR Tire Centers, 
Serv-Pro, Friendship,  
Coastal Insurance Plan-
ning of Virginia, Carilion 
Clinic, Salem Terrace at 
Harrogate, Our Lady of 
the Valley, HomeTrust 
Bank, Transcend Insur-
ance Solutions, LLC, and 
Th e Vinton Messenger.

Th e Vinton War Me-
morial is located at 814 
Washington Avenue in 
Vinton.

Th e women of the Roa-
noke Valley Chapter of 
the DAR focused on three 
themes at their monthly 
meeting on September 
11—the 20th anniversary 
of the terrorist attack on 
9/11, Constitution Week, 
which is observed Septem-
ber 17-23, and their own 
chapter’s 60th anniversary 
celebration scheduled for 
November 6.

Chapter Regent Cindy 
Higgins and members re-
membered 9/11 by sharing 
little-known facts about 
the terrorist attack and 
then observed a moment 
of silence:

• Although the ex-
act number of lives lost 
in the September 11 at-
tacks is not conclusively 
known, the offi  cial num-
ber is 2,977. Additionally, 
over 6,000 victims were 
injured. More than 78 
countries lost citizens to 
the attacks, and memori-
als have been constructed 
worldwide in honor of the 
fallen.

• Hundreds of people, 
fi rst responders and or-
dinary citizens alike, put 
others before themselves 
to rescue those who were 
injured and trapped after 
the attacks. Each of these 
selfl ess individuals gave of 
themselves with no regard 
for their own safety; some 
re-entered the structur-
ally unsound World Trade 
Center towers, over and 
over again, in their at-
tempts to rescue as many 
people as possible.

• One man, Rick Re-
scorla, is credited with 
saving thousands of lives 
by organizing the evacu-
ation of the South Tower. 
Th anks to his actions, over 
2,700 people were able to 
escape.

• Members of Flight 93 
gave their lives when they 
fought to regain control 
of their plane. Th ough the 
target of the intended at-
tack is unknown, there is 
no doubt that the bravery 
and sacrifi ce of those on 
Flight 93 saved numerous 
innocent lives.

Th e chapter also re-
membered how the world 
came together in the after-
math of 9/11. Shock, hor-
ror, and sorrow resounded 
as the world struggled 
to grasp why and how 
the tragedy of 9/11 took 
place—however, so did 
love. As the United States 
grieved, other nations 
wept with the country in 
touching demonstrations 
of support and solidarity:

• In France, locals 
opened their homes to pas-
sengers who were stranded 
when the United States 
airspace closed after the at-
tacks. Several other coun-
tries off ered their airspaces 
and airports to house di-
verted planes.

 • Cities and towns 
across Canada took in pas-

sengers from grounded 
planes until the United 
States airspace reopened. 
One of these towns, Gan-
der, Newfoundland, saw 
its population nearly 
double with the infl ux of 
planes. Th e community 
donated food, clothing, 
and shelter to the “plane 
people” until they were 
able to return home.

• At Buckingham Palace 
in the United Kingdom, 
Queen Elizabeth II broke 
protocol—something that 
had never happened be-
fore —and had the United 
States’ national anthem 
play at the changing of the 
guard ceremony. In Ger-
many, 200,000 citizens 
held a memorial service to 
show their love and sym-
pathy.

• Th e Maasai tribe in 
Kenya didn’t hear what had 
happened until months 
later. However, they still 
gave what they could to 
the United States: 14 cows, 
considered to be incredibly 
valued and sacred, as a gift 
to “wipe the tears of the 
American people.”

Higgins recalled how 
she found out about the 
tragedy. “I was at school, 
and we had the children 
out on the playground.   I 
came back into the build-
ing to get my sunglasses 
and my phone was ringing.  
It was my husband calling 
to tell me something was 
happening and to check 
the news.  I turned on the 
TV just in time to see the 
second plane hit the tow-
ers.  I remember just sink-
ing to the fl oor in shock.   
It was such a beautiful 
day that we just let the 
children play outside all 
morning while we took 
turns going in to watch the 
news.” Other DAR mem-
bers shared their memories 
as well.

DAR members plan 
to celebrate Constitution 
Week from September 17 
to 23. Th is year marks the 
233rd anniversary of the 
drafting of the Constitu-
tion by the Constitutional 
Convention. Th is celebra-
tion of the Constitution 
was begun by the DAR. 
In 1955, DAR petitioned 
Congress to set aside Sep-
tember 17-23 annually to 
be dedicated for the ob-
servance of Constitution 
Week. Th e resolution was 
adopted by the U.S. Con-
gress and signed into pub-
lic law on August 2, 1956, 
by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower.

Th e DAR has also erect-
ed a structure that is built 
in tribute to the Constitu-
tion of the United States– 
DAR Constitution Hall, 
a performing arts center, 
opened in 1929.

Vinton Mayor Brad 
Grose recently signed a 
proclamation declaring the 
week of September 17-23 
as Constitution Week in 
the Town of Vinton. He 
asked the citizens of Vin-

Local DAR remembers 9/11, observes Constitution Week

ton “to reaffi  rm the ideals 
the Framers of the Con-
stitution had in 1787 by 
vigilantly protecting the 
freedoms guaranteed to us 
through this guardian of 
our liberties, remembering 
that lost rights may never 
be regained.”

Higgins reminded 
members of a statement 
by Abraham Lincoln in 
1856: “Don’t interfere 
with anything in the Con-
stitution.  Th at must be 
maintained for it is the 
only safeguard for our lib-
erties.”

Th e National Society of 
the DAR is preparing to 
commemorate the 250th 
birthday of the United 
States of America on July 
4, 2026. One project the 
DAR has recommended to 
mark the milestone anni-
versary is called “Our Pa-
triots.” Local DAR chap-
ters are asked to honor 
the individual Patriot each 
member and share “Our 
Patriots” minutes at each 
chapter meeting.

Higgins shared the sto-
ries of the Patriots of two 
founding members of the 
local DAR Chapter.

Founder Mary Clare 
Oglesby Goble was de-
scended from John 
Th ompson Sayers, a sec-
ond lieutenant in the 
Montgomery Militia un-
der Captain Frederick 
Marks. He was a “fi nes 
Collector.”  He was one of 
the 60 Americans severely 
wounded at the battle of 
the Cowpens in South 
Carolina in 1781 He was 
shot through the lungs 
and left on the fi eld all 
night in the rain. He never 
recovered entirely from the 
eff ects of this wound but 
lived to rear a large family. 
He married Susan Crock-
ett and settled in Wythe 
County. Two of their sons 
fought in the War of 1812.

Founding member 
Hessie Maxey Goode was 
descended from John Mc-
Connaughy. He was born 
in Bucks County, Pa. and 
died in Bedford County. 

He was a private serving 
under Captain Figgins and 
Captain Daniel John.

DAR members dis-
cussed several projects 
during the meeting. Th ey 
will begin collecting pre-
packaged snacks for mem-
bers of the Armed Forces 
serving overseas. Th ey will 
also be supplying pocket 
fl ags to deploying troops.

Th is year the local chap-
ter has taken on a com-
munity service project, 
partnering with the Town 
of Vinton to collect and 
recycle household plastic 
bags and fi lms which will 
allow them to receive a 
park bench from the Trex 
Corporation for the Glade 
Creek Greenway Phase II 
Trail in Vinton. 

Th e Roanoke Valley 
DAR/Town of Vinton 
goal was to collect 500 
pounds by April 2022. As 
of the September 11 meet-
ing date, 745 pounds of 
recyclable plastics have al-
ready been collected with 
assistance from great com-
munity partner, PFG. 

PFG donated 367.7 
pounds of plastics in the 
fi rst three months the 
project was underway, and 
then added another 80 
pounds to that. Th e com-
munity has contributed 
the rest in recycling bins 
(large white boxes) placed 
at the Charles R. Hill 
Community Center (at 
the Vinton War Memo-
rial) and the Vinton Mu-
nicipal Building.

Luckily, the recycling 
project can be ongoing 
with the community re-
ceiving more than one 
bench.

Th e local chapter con-
tinues to make plans for 
celebrating their 60th 
anniversary on Novem-
ber 6 at Bonsack Baptist 
Church.

Th e local DAR Chap-
ter meets at St. Timo-
thy’s Lutheran Church on 
Hardy Road in Vinton 
on the second Saturday of 
most months, September 
through May.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTO  COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF VINTON
The DAR is credited with establishing Constitution 
Week, which is celebrated each year from September 
17 to 23. Each year a Constitution Week Proclamation 
is presented to the Roanoke Valley DAR Chapter, which 
meets in Vinton.
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(540) 982-6691

Resources to help you plan the most comprehensive recovery

The exclusive LifeWorks Rehab recovery program powers 
recoveries you simply won’t find anywhere else.

Scan this barcode for resources
from LifeWorks Rehab.

MyLifeWorksRehab.com/resources

world
the church will wor-

ship God in spirit and in 
truth

their leaders will serve 
humbly as godly exam-
ples to all

more workers step up 
to faithfully serve

leaders equip the 
saints for the work of 
ministry

the church does not 
lose its first love

we will trust Jesus to 
grow the church

When the chapel bell 
rang out again,  church 
members turned around 
and faced outward to-
ward the community and 
the world, praying that:

we would take care of 
the earth and the animals 
of the land, sea and air

we care for our neigh-
bors, our schools, our 
first responders

we look to engage our 
neighbors in peace and 

with the love of Christ
we pray for the sick, 

dying and broken heart-
ed around us in the 
workplace, communi-
ty, valley, country, and 
world.

The Prayer Circle 
is an annual tradition 
at Thrasher, begun in 
September 2014 with 
the Thrasher Memo-
rial UMC Prayer Minis-
try Team. There were a 
few subtle changes this 
year. Due to COVID, 
members did not join 
hands. Some wore masks 
(the church is requiring 
masks presently inside 
the church due to the 
uptick in COVID cases 
in the area).

The entire event last-
ed just a few minutes, 
but the church hopes 
to make a great impact 
through the power of 
prayer in these troubled 
times. PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMSThe annual Prayer Circle at Thrasher Memorial has been a tradition since 2014.

Prayer Circle from page 1

Roanoke County students surpass state average on most SOL testing
Virginia state, district, 

and individual school SOL 
testing pass rates in Vir-
ginia were made public on 
August 26. Ben Williams, 
Director of Assessment 
and Research for Roanoke 
County Public Schools, re-
ported on the SOL results 
at the School Board work 
session on September 1.

Williams said this year 
RCPS focused on several 
questions as they prepared 
to examine the test results: 

• How do we measure 
success in relation to test-
ing?

• Was our learning plan 
successful during COVID?

• How did our CO-
VID-19 instructional plan 
fare compare with others 
around the state?

“As expected, SOL test 
results were down due to 
the instructional impacts 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” said Williams. 
“Mathematics went down 
more than reading in both 
the state and Roanoke 
County.  Although we 
would have liked to have 
seen higher pass rates, we 
are pleased that the stu-
dents in Roanoke County 
did very well relative to the 
rest of the state.”

Williams said RCPS 
knew there would be “test-
ing challenges—a price to 
be paid for COVID.”

However, overall, the 
testing results were surpris-
ingly good, especially in 
comparison to the rest of 
the state, and seemed in-
dicative of the wisdom of 
Roanoke County’s choice 
to maintain as much 
face-to-face teacher time 
as possible. Students in 
grades K-2 had in-person 
instruction from the be-
ginning of the 2020-2021 
school year. Other elemen-
tary grades were gradu-
ally switched from hybrid 
programs where initially 
they attended in-person 
just two days a week. By 
the end of the year, most 
everyone who wished to be 
back in school full-time, 
was.

On every SOL test at 
every grade level Roanoke 
County scores were above 
the Virginia State Average 
except in high school Vir-
ginia and US History—
where only a handful of 
RCPS students took the 
test because few needed 
the test for graduation. On 
that SOL, RCPS matched 
the state average.

In third grade reading, 
the Roanoke County pass 
rate was 72, the state aver-
age was 61. Fourth grade 
reading, RCPS 79, state 
68. Fifth grade reading, 
RCPS 75, state, 66. Sixth 
grade reading, RCPS 75, 
state, 69. Seventh grade 
reading, RCPS 78, state 
71. Eighth grade reading, 
RCPS 76, state, 69.

Math scores diff erences 
were more dramatic. Th ird 
grade math, RCPS 69, 
state, 54. Fourth grade 
math, RCPS 68, state 56. 
Fifth grade math, RCPS 
65, state 51. Sixth grade 
math, RCPS 57, state 
45. Seventh grade math, 

RCPS 69, state 45. Eighth 
grade math, RCPS 60, 
state 43. Algebra I, RCPS 
80, state 63. 

RCPS fi fth grade sci-
ence scores were closer 
to the state average. Wil-
liams said this was due to 
the fact that RCPS chose 
to emphasize reading and 
math over other subjects 
in elementary school.

Williams explained that 
reading scores are cycli-
cal and don’t traditionally 
erode year to year as skills 
build, but with math “ev-
ery unit is something new” 
and requires more face-to-
face instructional time. In 
fact, elementary students 
studying virtually had 
higher scores in reading 
than those with in-person 
learning, but were lower 
in math, which “doesn’t 
translate as well in a virtual 
environment and requires 
more monitoring and su-
pervision.” 

Williams believes the 
SOL results indicate that 
the learning program 
RCPS adopted during the 
COVID months was eff ec-
tive, and generally much 
more eff ective than other 
programs adopted across 
the state.

“All in all, the face-to-
face time paid off  and our 
plan was successful,” Wil-
liams said.

What do the test scores 
mean for instruction in the 
2021-2022 school year? 
Williams says RCPS plans 
to use many diagnostic 
tools to target skills which 
were not mastered due to 
lost learning time dur-
ing COVID and to plan 
interventions. Th e school 
system plans to employ 
the “scaff olding” approach 
where basic foundational 
skills are taught at the 
same time new skills are 
being introduced.

Comments from the 
VDOE upon release of the 
SOL scores stated, “Th e 
2020-2021 SOL test re-
sults followed trends on 
state tests nationwide. Pass 
rates refl ect disruptions 
to instruction caused by 
the pandemic, decreased 
participation in state as-
sessment programs, pan-
demic-related declines in 
enrollment, fewer retakes, 
and more fl exible ‘opt-out’ 
provisions for parents con-
cerned about community 
spread of COVID-19. Th e 
SOL results also refl ect dis-
proportionate nationwide 
impacts across all student 
groups, especially Afri-
can American students, 
Hispanic students, eco-
nomically disadvantaged 
students, students with 
disabilities and English 
learners.”

“What matters now is 
where we go from here, 
and we will use the data 
from the SOLs to identify 
the unique needs of every 
learner as our schools re-
sume in-person instruc-
tion for all students,” said 
state Superintendent of 
Public Instruction James 
Lane.

“Virginia’s 2020-2021 
SOL test scores tell us 

what we already knew—
students need to be in 
the classroom without 
disruption to learn eff ec-
tively,” Lane said. “Th e 
connections, structures, 
and supports our school 
communities provide are 
irreplaceable, and many 
students did not have ac-
cess to in person instruc-
tion for the full academic 
year. We must now focus 
on unfi nished learning 
and acceleration to miti-
gate the impact the pan-
demic has had on student 
results.” 

PHOTO COURTESY OF RCPS
Statewide SOL test results were released on August 26 and indicate that Roanoke 
County schools surpassed the state average on virtually every test given.
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17 Miles North of Roanoke on Rt. 220   •   Free Parking   •   Free Admission  •  Follow Signs for Parking

Corporate Sponsors:

Digital Image Printing  -  Lee Hartman & Sons
BROUGHT TO YOU BY 

HISTORIC FINCASTLE, INC.

Food
Artists

Beverages
Crafters

Music
Vendors

Quilt Show
Souvenirs

Revolutionary Era Interpreters

Sponsored by
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Ja-
son Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is lo-
cated at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 
1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 

School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@veri-
zon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 

7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 
9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Vinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
Directory

Read Hosea 8:1 through 14:9

“Though they offer sacrifi ces 
as gifts to me, and though 
they eat the meat, the Lord is 
not pleased with them. Now 
he will remember their wick-
edness and punish their sins: 
They will return to Egypt” 
(Hosea 8:13). 

Hosea declared the futility of 
Israel offering insincere sacri-
fi ces. The Lord was not pleased 
with rituals performed without 
remorse for wrongdoing. In-
stead of receiving forgiveness 
from heartfelt confession, the 
nation suffered punishment 
for their accumulated sins. 

Hebrews 9:22 teaches that 
“without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgive-

ness.” The blood from animal 
sacrifi ce pointed to the time 
when Christ’s blood would se-
cure forgiveness for all who 
receive Him. His death paid 
the penalty for sin once and 
for all. 

Israel had treated the Lord as 
one of many gods, sacrifi cing 
only to gain favor. Doing good 
things to gain God’s favor will 
not cover our sin. Nothing can 
substitute for the blood Christ 
shed. God sees each heart. He 
knows if there is true remorse 
that brings about change.

Prayer Suggestion: Lord Jesus, 
my forgiveness is only possible 
through You. I owe You every-
thing.

Quicklook: Hosea 8:11–13

Sincere Remorse

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Religion native to some 
in China
 5. Nursemaids
10. Coats a porous surface
12. Garment of long cloth
14. Containing a broader 
message
16. University of Dayton
18. Patti Hearst’s captors
19. Insane
20. Bristlelike structures in 
invertebrates
22. Taxi
23. Trainee
25. Comedian Carvey
26. Some couples say it
27. Belong to he
28. High schoolers’ test
30. Young goat
31. You drive on one
33. Denotes a time long ago
35. Space between two 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

surfaces
37. By and by
38. A way to sell
40. A line left by the passage 
of something
41. Indicates near
42. Where wrestlers compete
44. Prosecutors
45. Body part
48. Soluble ribonucleic acid
50. Indicates silence
52. NFL’s Newton
53. Ancient Roman garments
55. Drunkard
56. Expression of satisfaction
57. Thus
58. Noisy viper
63. Plants of a particular 
region
65. Communicated with
66. Latches a window
67. Swarm with

CLUES DOWN
 1. Split pulses
 2. Brew
 3. Ask humbly
 4. Distinctive smells
 5. Digressions
 6. Partner to cheese
 7. Father of Araethyrea
 8. Made a cavity
 9. Tin
10. Appetizer
11. Presenting in detail
13. Compound in guano and 
fi sh scales
15. Cool!
17. “__ than a doornail”
18. Popular literary form __ fi 
21. Be the most remarkable
23. “Final Fantasy” universe 
character
24. Buffer solution
27. Muslim physician using 
traditional remedies

29. Fantastical planet
32. S. American plant
34. Domesticated animal
35. The tops of mountains
36. Expression of disapproval
39. Skeletal muscle
40. Game show host Sajak
43. One’s interests
44. Identify the existence of
46. Partner to “oohed”
47. Does not accept medical 
help (abbr.)
49. Hammerin’ Hank
51. Lowest point of a ridge 
between two peaks
54. Elaborately draped garment
59. Check
60. Car mechanics group
61. One point east (clockwise) of 
due north
62. Austrian river
64. A command to list fi les

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The flag team at W.E. Cundiff raises the American flag donated by Woodmen Life.

Woodmen from page 1

Woodmen Life is a not-
for-profi t, member-owned 
and community-based or-
ganization founded in 1890 
and based in Omaha, Neb. 
It operates privately held 
insurance companies for its 
members. Th e local Wood-
men Life Chapter presi-
dent is Vinton’s own Ralph 
Chumley, owner of Citizen’s 
Upholstery. 

Th e history of the or-
ganization includes nu-
merous  philanthropic  ef-
forts and  community 
outreach  projects; distinc-
tive  headstones  depict-
ing  tree stumps  across the 
United States and Canada 
before 1930, programs to 
present American fl ags, and 
programs to honor veterans, 
fi rst responders, and defend-
ers.

Donating fl ags has be-
come a tradition of the fra-
ternal outreach program at 
Woodmen Life—donating 
new fl ags to schools, non-
profi ts, rescue squads, po-
lice and fi re stations, and 
civic organizations. Bishop 
says Woodmen “purchase 
and present more fl ags than 
Uncle Sam.” Th e organiza-
tion has presented over 3.5 
million fl ags in communities 
nationwide.

Th e Woodmen sponsor 
the Flags Across America 
program which places fl ags 
on the graves of veterans, In 
Honor and Remembrance 
ceremonies which honor 
the heroes and victims of the 
9/11 attacks, as well as local 
community heroes and vol-
unteers. Th ey recognize local 
citizens for their patriotism, 
conduct fl ag retirement cer-
emonies, and participate in 
parades and events for Me-
morial Day, Independence 
Day, and other patriotic 
occasions. Th ey distribute 
American fl ags at local high 
school and community col-
lege sporting events.

Th e organization off ers 
special benefi ts for fi rst re-
sponders who perish in the 
line of duty. It partners with 
the Gary Sinise Foundation 
in providing U.S. fl ags and 
fl agpoles.

Th e Woodmen view the 
fl ag as the patriotic symbol 

of America and its freedoms. 
Bishop says he likes to see a 
“nice, crisp fl ag” fl ying on 
fl agpoles around the region. 
Th e Woodmen are doing 
their part to make those fl ags 
a reality.

Bishop is delighted to see 
students on the fl ag team 
at Cundiff  who are “under-
taking the responsibility for 
honor and patriotism. Th ey 
are a fi ne group.”

As for the fl ag team at 
Cundiff , in addition to the 
responsibility of raising and 
lowering the fl ag each day, 
students learn American fl ag 
etiquette:

Th e fl ags go up briskly 
and are lowered slowly.

Th e American fl ag always 
goes on top; no fl ag can be 
fl own higher.

When fl ags are fl own at 
half-staff , the American fl ag 
is raised to full height and 
then lowered to half-staff .

 It is the custom to display 
the American fl ag only from 
sunrise to sunset; however, 
the fl ag may be displayed 24 
hours a day if properly illu-
minated during the hours of 
darkness.

When the fl ag is lowered, 
no part of it should touch 
the ground; it should be re-
ceived by waiting hands and 
arms. 

To store the fl ag, it should 

be folded neatly and cer-
emoniously.

When a fl ag becomes 
damaged, tattered, and torn, 
it should be offi  cially retired.

Students also have the 
opportunity to learn some 
history while serving on the 
fl ag team: 

Th e colors of the fl ag have 
meaning. White stands for 
purity; red for bravery; blue 
for loyalty, vigilance, devo-
tion, and justice.

Th e stripes in the Ameri-
can fl ag stand for the 13 
original colonies; the 50 stars 
for the 50 states. 

When folding the United 
States fl ag there are 13 folds, 
one for each of the original 
colonies. When the fl ag is 
completely folded, no red 
is showing. Th e 13 red and 
white stripes represent the 
original colonies, but also 
the rays of the sun, so when 
the fl ag is folded in the eve-
nings after being lowered, 
the light is being put away 
into darkness, leaving a fi eld 
of blue with bright white 
stars.

Th e nickname for the fl ag 
is “Old Glory.”

Th e fl ag is folded in a tri-
angular or tricuspid shape, 
like the tricuspid hats worn 
by George Washington and 
the other Patriots in the 
American Revolution.
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Peace of mind comes with knowing that an experienced 
professional is helping you make the r ight decisions each step 
of the way. We will assist with transferring assets, preparing 

tax returns and filing life or annuity claims.

INHERITANCES

TALK TO WALT

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

CALL NOW to advertise 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
Lesley Owens, Agent
8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
Bus 540-366-6384   Fax 540-366-6625
1451 W Main St, Salem, VA 24153
Spartan Square Shopping Center
(540) 404-3694
lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com

Thank you for your loyalty.  We appreciate you.



Thursday, September 16, 2021 • The Vinton Messenger • Page 9 www.ourvalley.org

ADVERTISE!

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Fall/Winter Bizarre 

Yard Sales - Salem

Yard Sale 

Yard Sale 

Auctions

PUBLIC NOTICE 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Notice of  
Public Sale 

 

 

 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES 

MEALS ON 
WHEELS 

PROGRAM 
SPECIALIST 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

awarren@christiansburg. 
org

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

TOWN OF VINTON 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
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Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, VINTON MESSENGER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO THE VINTON MESSENGER

DIGITAL ONLY
DIGITAL

& PRINT PRINT ONLY

             Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$44.00 In County

$48.00 Out of County  $52.00 Out of State

One Year 
Digital Subscription 

$29.00

Yearly Print & Digital 
Subscription

$67.00

YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

STATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target au-
diences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* 
Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 
for MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, 
Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended war-

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS
ranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-
0738

The Generac PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery stor-
age system. SAVE mon-
ey, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power 
your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFil-
ter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 

struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

HELP WANTED 

HIRING? We can help 
you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 

757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
h i l tonol iverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other 
 nal expenses. Call Physi-

cians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://
w w w. L i f e 5 5 p l u s . i n f o /
vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 

Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

TRADE SHOW/EVENTS
CONVENTION COIN, 
CURRENCY AND STAMP 
SHOW! September 24-26 
Fredericksburg Expo & 
Conference Center (2371 
Carl D. Silver Parkway, 
Fredericksburg, VA) FREE 
ADMISSION/PARKING. 
Contact Richard Schor-

nak 757-659-0235 www.
vnaonline.org.

WANTED TO BUY OR 
TRADE

FREON WANTED: We pay
$$$ for cylinders and cans.
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certi  ed Pro-
fessionals. Call 312-291-
9169 or visit Refrigerant-
Finders.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

speeches, or examining 
display boards. It was 
highly interactive, in-
formative, succinct, and 
even entertaining, in 
reviewing the highlights 
of the revised ordinance 
as attendees circulated 
through 10 exhibits.

Citizens were invited 
to sign up for one of two 
tours, which began in 
the parking lot and then 
finished up indoors. 

Each citizen attend-
ing was given six pennies 
to vote on six questions 
concerning the Zoning 
Ordinance—questions 
that the staff considers 
somewhat “contentious” 
and would like to receive 
public input on before 
bringing the finished 
document before Town 
Council for adoption.

According to Assistant 
Planning and Zoning 
Director Nathan Mc-
Clung, who spearheaded 
organizing and facilitat-
ing the interactive meet-
ing, the staff has been 
working for about three 
years to meaningfully re-
vise and update zoning 
ordinances in the Town 
of Vinton to “put more 

balance back in the regu-
lations.” 

McClung, Planning 
and Zoning Director 
Anita McMillan, and 
Planning and Zoning 
Coordinator Julie Tucei 
have deliberated, collab-
orated, and strategized 
on the revisions with the 
Vinton Planning Com-
mission, residents, busi-
ness owners, and other 
professional organiza-
tions over those months.

They are about to 
wrap up the process and 
present the updated or-
dinance to Vinton Town 
Council for approval. 
The public meeting on 
September 9 was one 
last effort to solicit pub-
lic input, although com-
munity input had been 
invited on previous oc-
casions.

“A Penny for Your 
Thoughts” exhibits cov-
ered Temporary Sig-
nage, Off-Street Park-
ing, Accessory Dwelling 
Units (ADU) layouts, 
Residential and Business 
Setbacks, Sign Measure-
ments, Central Business 
District heights and 
setbacks, Landscaping 

regulations, Homestays, 
ADU regulations, and 
miscellaneous New and 
Revised Uses.

One section of the or-
dinance deals with com-
mercial signage—one of 
the prickliest and most 
frequently encountered 
issues that the depart-
ment must deal with, 
especially temporary sig-
nage regulations. Staff 
hopes that the updated 
ordinance will promote 
“a greater balance be-
tween effective business 
marketing and efficient 
enforcement strategies.” 

Staff set up a dem-
onstration of accept-
able temporary and 
permanent business 
signage on the lawn of 
the Community Cen-
ter. McClung explained 
that the trend in local 
government nowadays 
is to “be more relaxed” 
concerning signage reg-
ulations. The exhibit in-
cluded banner, window, 
and free-standing signs. 
The group talked about 
feather signs and even 
“dancing” signs and how 
they could be distracting 
to motorists just from 

Joy Payne (center) and Laurie Mullins (right) explore the proposed landscape 
ordinances by designing green spaces for an imaginary business.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Assistant Planning and Zoning Director Nathan McClung (right) led the “Penny for 
Your Thoughts” tour which allowed citizens to experience in a concrete way the 
proposed revisions to the town’s zoning ordinance.

Zoning from page 1

their movements or by 
infringing on the right-
of-way.

The staff said they 
frequently get calls 
complaining about “too 
many signs.”

Town Councilman 
Keith Liles, who joined 
the first tour, empha-
sized his concern that 
stringent regulations 
could hinder or discour-
age small businesses. 

The next exhibit was 
designed to highlight 
the issue of off-street 
parking requirements. 
Apparently in the ’80s 
and ’90s, governments 
arbitrarily set parking 
space regulations based 
on number of employ-
ees or number of seats. 
The proposed ordinance 
is less restrictive and 
based on more universal 
parking requirements 
by square footage which 
will mandate fewer park-
ing spaces. This issue has 
stormwater implications 
as well, dealing with a 
reduction in impervious 
surfaces.

In another outdoor 
exhibit, areas of the 
parking lot were taped 
off to indicate the size 
of acceptable Accessory 
Dwelling Units—an-
other hot topic in plan-
ning and zoning. ADUs 
are independent hous-
ing units created within 
single-family homes or 
on their lots to accom-
modate many different 
needs. Some of the po-
tential benefits of ADUs 
are to give elderly popu-
lations the capability to 
age in place, to provide 
a secondary income for 
homeowners, or to pro-
vide long-term cost sav-
ings for public utilities 
through limiting greater 
urban sprawl.

The maximum size of 
an ADU is currently 800 
square feet or 40 percent 
of the size of the exist-
ing home—whichever is 
less. An ADU must be 
on the same water, sewer, 
and electrical system as 
the existing home. The 
property owner must re-
side on-site, either in the 
principal dwelling or in 

the ADU.
Staff wants to encour-

age ADUs and permit 
them by right in cer-
tain residential zoning 
districts. The town will 
need to decide whether 
these ADUs can be rent-
ed out.

A related issue—
homestays—was also in-
cluded in the exhibits. 
Homestays are short-
term rental units. The 
intention of regulations 
involving homestays is to 
preserve the residential 
character of neighbor-
hoods in Vinton.

Another exhibit dem-
onstrated business set-
backs of 25 feet currently 
in the ordinance, and the 
15-foot setback required 
in the revised ordinance. 
Reducing setbacks would 
bring older homes con-
verting to businesses 
into compliance, allow 
development closer to 
the sidewalk, and fos-
ter a pedestrian-friendly 
environment for current 
and future development 
in Residential-Business 
districts.

Once back inside the 
Community Center, at-
tendees were invited 
to use their pennies to 
vote “yes” or “no” on the 
statement, “Temporary 
signage should be al-
lowed without a permit-
ting process as long as all 
organizations and indi-
viduals follow the same 
set of rules.”

The second vote was 
on the statement, “Maxi-
mum parking require-
ments are an effective 
way to reduce stormwa-
ter run-off and reduce 
the amount of large 
unused parking areas 
throughout the town.”

One of the indoor 
exhibits presented an 
aerial view of the central 
business district with a 
revamped “Upwards” 
game indicating heights 
of buildings in the Cen-
tral Business District in 
Vinton. The statement 
to vote on was, “Yes or 
No: Mixed-use buildings 
with commercial spaces 
on the first floor and 
residential units on the 
upper floors is what I en-
vision for the majority of 
the future development 
projects in Vinton’s com-
mercial corridors.”

A proposed revision 
to the Zoning Ordi-
nance would allow the 
height limit to be in-
creased from 35 feet to 
45 feet (or four stories) 
in the Central Busi-

ness District, allowing 
for greater density with 
dwelling units being lo-
cated above retail spaces.

Members of the tour 
group were invited to 
design the green space in 
the parking area in front 
of an imaginary business 
to determine their opin-
ion on “The proposed 
landscaping standards 
balance the additional 
costs to developments 
with the long-term en-
vironmental benefits in 
relation to stormwater 
management.” 

Joy Payne, who owns 
Vinton Roofing Com-
pany in the downtown 
business district, had 
specific questions about 
the landscaping require-
ments for existing busi-
nesses and how cost 
prohibitive the new re-
quirements may become 
for small businesses.

The Zoning Ordi-
nance revisions as re-
gards landscaping intro-
duces new and extensive 
landscaping standards to 
“increase the town’s aes-
thetic and environmen-
tal context in relation 
to stormwater manage-
ment, reducing urban 
heat island effects, and 
enhancing public health 
and safety.”

McClung wrapped 
up the Zoning Ordi-
nance meeting with a 
five-minute PowerPoint 
presentation on other 
proposed changes to the 
ordinance related to Re-
search and Development 
facilities, Pet Daycare 
and other animal-related 
facilities, motor vehicle 
or trailer painting and 
body repair services, 
breweries, microbrew-
eries, distilleries, and 
micro-distilleries, large 
format retail stores and 
shops, mixed-use build-
ings, and drive-up facili-
ties, among others.

It is not too late to 
let your voice be heard 
on the revisions. The 
ordinance is in the final 
stages of review and will 
be presented to Vinton 
Town Council at an up-
coming council meeting.

More information 
on these updates can 
be found on the Town 
of Vinton Website at: 
https://www.vintonva.
g o v / . . . / Z o n i n g - a n d -
Subdivision.

Contact the Planning 
and Zoning Depart-
ment at 983-0605 if you 
have questions about the 
pending ordinance revi-
sions.
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

Left, William Byrd’s Brayden Andrews(#7) and Dustin Richards(#53) combine for a tackle in the Terriers’ last 
game against Hidden Valley. Right, Byrd’s Terran Brown goes up for a spike. PHOTOS BY BILL HOAL & BRIAN HOFFMAN

COVID wreaks havoc with football, volleyball schedules
The William Byrd football and volleyball teams 

have been forced to rearrange their schedules due 
to the most recent outbreak of COVID. Both teams 
have had games postponed in the past week.

It wasn’t so bad for the volleyball team, who had 
just one game postponed, and just for a day. The 
Terriers were scheduled to host Blue Ridge District 
rival Lord Botetourt on Tuesday, but that match 
was rescheduled for Wednesday of this week and 
was still on at press time. Byrd had a week between 
games so coach Allison Thornton is hoping nothing 
else is postponed. The Terriers are scheduled to play 
at Staunton River on Thursday and at Glenvar next 
Monday.

Football is a different story. The Terriers have had 
two games postponed, including this week’s game at 
Bassett. Luckily, both Byrd and Bassett have sched-
uled byes next week so they’ve rescheduled the game 
for September 24 at Bassett.

Last week’s game with Christiansburg is a differ-
ent story. It wasn’t postponed until the day before 
the game and most likely will not be made up. 
Christiansburg’s bye is this week and Byrd athletic 
director Jason Taylor learned just yesterday that the 
Demons have picked up another team to play this 
week.

“I heard they picked up someone for this week, 
but I don’t know who it is,” Taylor said from 
his office Wednesday morning. “We still haven’t 
officially cancelled that game. We could still play 
Christiansburg if they lose another game.”

If the Demons do not lose another game they 
could not play Byrd, as that would be 11 games. 
Meanwhile, the Terriers are looking at a nine game 
season if they can’t figure something out. All the 
Fridays are filled from now until the end of the sea-

son but some teams have been scheduling games on 
Tuesday to get a full season in.

“The thing is, we’ve had zero football players test 
positive for COVID,” said Taylor. “But if they’re 
exposed to others who have it they have to sit out. 
We would have only had 15 kids with varsity experi-
ence if we played this week.”

The team was able to get in some practice, but 
both the varsity and jayvee games were postponed.

“We were able to get three good days of practice 

last week, and we were able to get a full week this 
week,” said coach Brad Lutz.

If Byrd can’t figure out how to add another game, 
the Terriers might only get nine in for the regular 
season. And that’s if everything goes as planned 
from this point on, which is a big question.

“If we play nine games that could help us or hurt 
us,” said Taylor when questioned about the Terrier 
playoff hopes. “We’d just divide our points by nine 
instead of 10.”

Above left, Terrier teammates Olivia Hurd (left #1933) and Claire Glover(#1930) would place 88th and 86th at the Knights Crossing. Top right, Riley Roth races through the 
first mile in the girls’ Red race. Below,  Byrd’s Case Crawford rounds a turn in the Red race at Green Hill Park. PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING

The William Byrd cross country team traveled 
across the county to compete in the Knights Crossing 
event at Green Hill Park last Saturday. The park was 
buzzing with runners who competed in 11 differ-
ent categories from early in the morning until mid-
afternoon.

The Byrd varsity runners competed in the “Red” 
Division for Virginia public schools and all out-of-
state schools. It was the toughest division of the day 
and Byrd’s boys finished 39th and the girls were 
26th among a large group of schools competing. The 
Daniel Boone High boys and Jefferson Forest girls 
were team winners.

Leading the Terrier Harriers was Stephen 
Underwood with a new personal best of 20:39.90, 
good for 224th among 315 runners in the race. The 
winning time was 15:13.2 by Nathan Atchue of 
Franklin County.

Underwood was followed by Dakota Bell, Brayden 
McCulloch, Reagan Lilley and Bodie Gonzales. Also 
running in the Red race were Zach James, Case 
Crawford and Issiac Hartsel. Gonzales and Hartsel 
also had personal bests.

“The boys’ team is young and inexperienced so 
running in this large Invitation gives them a chance to 
race against many other runners with the same abili-

ties,” said Byrd coach Eric Royal. 
For the Lady Terriers Claire Glover and Olivia 

Hurd continued to battle throughout the race for the 
top spot on the team. Claire set a new personal best 
of 21:31.70 for 86th place among 249 runners while 
Hurd was 88th at 21:33.4. Glenvar’s Carly Wilkes 
won the race at 18:07.3. 

Emma Gordon was the next Byrd girl to cross the 
line in 179th, followed by Bethany Beecher, who 
ran a personal best 27:18.80. Then came Riley Roth, 
Gracie Mick, Liz Dixon and Emma Rupe, with the 
final three running personal best times. 

“I couldn’t be prouder of them for their determina-
tion,” said Royal. 

In the middle school division, with over 60 schools 
entered, Byrd’s Tyson Brady led the way, followed 
by Christopher Hurd, Riley Slusher and Owen Webb.  
For the ladies, Heidi Wienke finished 18th overall 
with a time of 17:50.50, followed by Elena Mullen 
and Arianna Krista. 

“This year we have our largest group of middle 
school runners I have ever had in my 16 years of 
coaching cross country,” said Royal. “I look forward 
to growing the program at this level so we can com-
pete in the future.” 

Today the Terriers will be running in the annual 

“Byrd 400” and alumni, family and friends are 
welcome to help the team reach their goal for this 
fundraiser.

“If you are not a runner, walk or just donate,” said 
Royal.

Terriers compete in top division at Knights Crossing;
Run annual “Byrd 400” fundraiser in Vinton today

The William Byrd Middle 
School football team is 1-2 
after defeating Cave Spring and 
losing to William Fleming and 
Andrew Lewis. Far left, Byrd 
quarterback David Foster looks 
for a receiver in last week’s 
game against Lewis, and left 
DeShannon Reed breaks free 
for a long run for the Terriers 
in a 26-12 loss. The Byrdmen 
were at Northside Wednesday 
and they’ll be home to host 
Read Mountain on Thursday, 
September 23.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Middle School
Football
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The final leg of the Blue Ridge District golf tour 
went through Daleville Tuesday and the host Lord 
Botetourt Cavaliers made it official, winning the 
district regular season. William Byrd finished fourth.

Botetourt’s win was no surprise. The Cavaliers 
led by 47 strokes with 18 holes to go and they beat 
second place Northside by 11 strokes even without 
senior standout Samir Davidov, who was playing in 
a tournament out of town. LB finished with a 308 at 
the Botetourt Golf & Swim Club while Northside shot 
319 and Franklin County edged Byrd, 336 to 338, for 
third place. Staunton River was fourth at 435.

That’s the exact same order as the regular season 
total, with LB finishing with 1,188. Northside was 58 
behind at 1,246, Franklin County had 1,295, Byrd had 
1,358 and Staunton River finished at 1,789.

Tuesday in Daleville Kendrick South had Byrd’s 
low score with an 82. Griffin Horacek was next at 83, 
followed by Madeline Cunningham at 85 and Evan 
Mullen and Nathan Carter tied for the last scoring 
spot with 88 apiece. Clayton Gilmore had an even 
100.

“Those were career lows for Madeline and Nathan,” 
said Byrd coach Scott Whitehead. “We beat our score 
from Metro(played on the same course in August) by 
19 strokes. It was a good showing for us.”

Ashton Harper of LB finished as the individual 
season champion with Northside’s Peyton Spangler 
taking second. Byrd’s top individual was South in 
ninth place. Horacek was 12th, Gilmore tied for 16th, 
Mullen was 18th, Cunningham was 20th,  Mattox 
Wolfe was 23rd and Carter was 28th among 38 golf-
ers participating.

Next up for Byrd is the Blue Ridge District tourna-
ment on Tuesday, September 21, at Hanging Rock in 
Roanoke County. The big tournament is the Region 
3D round at Draper Valley on September 28.

Byrd golfers fi nish 4th 
in Blue Ridge season, 
tournament is Tuesday

Madeline Cunningham(left) and Nathan Carter both shot their career lows at Tuesday’s Blue Ridge District match 
at the Botetourt Golf & Swim Club. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Mason Abelseth of the Vinton Tornados slips between two defenders to score a goal 
in Monday night recreation soccer action at Vinyard Park. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

The Salem Red Sox are looking to clinch a spot in the Low-A East playoffs this 
weekend as they host Delmarva in the final week of the regular season.

Salem comes into the week one game ahead of the Down East Wood Ducks, a 
Texas Rangers affiliate, in the race for the second playoffs spot. The Charleston 
Riverdogs, a Tampa Bay affiliate, has clinched the top seed for the two-team cham-
pionship series with an 80-34 record with a week to go.

The Sox opened the week in the second spot at 69-45, but they were only one 
game ahead of Down East, who was 68-46. Carolina, at 65-49, and Delmarva, at 
64-50, were technically still alive as of Tuesday but unlikely to catch both Salem 
and Down East.

Neither Salem nor Down East will have an easy schedule this week, as Salem 
will host Delmarva and Down East is home against Charleston. However, while 
Delmarva still has a punchers’ chance of making the playoffs Charleston has little 
incentive to win with a playoff spot in hand.

Down East cut Salem’s advantage to a game last week, taking four of six from 
Carolina while the Red Sox split six games with Lynchburg. This week’s games 
with Delmarva will start at 7:05 pm through Friday with a 6:05 pm start Saturday 
and a 4:05 pm first pitch for “Fan Appreciation Night” on Saturday.

This week’s promotions include Tyler’s Amazing Balancing Act on Friday and 

Military Appreciation Night on Saturday. For Sunday’s “Fan Appreciation Night” 
the first 250 fans through the gate will receive a replica ballpark seat. 

If Salem makes the playoffs the Red Sox will have the first two games at home, 
beginning either Tuesday or Wednesday of next week. The remainder of the best-
of-five series will be in Charleston.

Red Sox hope to clinch playoff  berth in homestand this week

The Little League Challenger base-
ball program will have a Captain’s 
Choice golf tournament on Saturday, 
October 2nd, to raise funds for 
expenses. It will be held at the Ashley 
Plantation Country Club in Daleville.

Cost is $80 per golfer or $320 for 
a team of four and sponsorships are 
also available. Lunch will be provided 
prior to the 1 pm shotgun start tee 
time. Many prizes are also offered and 

each player will receive complimentary 
gifts.

Little League Challenger is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit division of Little League 
Baseball that provides boys and girls 
ages 5-18 with mental and/or physical 
disabilities the opportunity to experi-
ence the fun of playing baseball. 

For an entry blank, sponsorship, or 
more information, e-mail challenger-
baseball@comcast.net.

Challenger golf tournament
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