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PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Three Town of Vinton employees were honored at the Vinton Town Council meeting on September 21 
for their superior service in returning a runaway juvenile safely to his home. Shown left to right are 
Det. Sgt. Valerie Cummings, Det. Cpl. Andrew DiCarlo, and Finance Department Account Technician 
Paul Miller.

Town Council recognizes employees for superior service

Vinton Town Council hon-
ored Vinton Police offi  cers and 
a Finance Department employee 
for superior service while in the 
performance of their duties at its 
meeting September 21.

Police Chief Fabricio 
Drumond presented Certifi -
cates of Excellence to Detective 
Sgt. Valerie Cummings, Detec-
tive Cpl. Andrew DiCarlo, and 
Finance Department Account 
Technician Paul Miller for ac-
tions they took which helped re-
turn a runaway juvenile safely to 
his family.

In presenting the certifi cates, 
Drumond described the situation 
which led to the awards.

“On July 6, the Vinton Police 
Department was notifi ed of a 
missing juvenile in the Town of 
Vinton,” Drumond said. “Initial 
reports indicated that a juvenile 

had left a residence in the Town 
of Vinton the previous night. 
Members of our agency imme-
diately began a search for the 
missing juvenile for what would 
be the next 72 hours. During the 
span of three days, both offi  cers 
and detectives of the Vinton 
Police Department worked tire-
lessly for the safe return of the 
juvenile. Specifi cally, Criminal 
Investigations detectives can-
vassed and re-canvassed areas, 
interviewed and followed up 
on several tips, communicated 
with family members, and pa-
trolled greenways and the Roa-
noke River. Additionally, cohe-
sive eff orts were made with the 
United States Marshal’s Service, 
United States Park Rangers, the 
Department of Social Services, 
Roanoke County Emergency 
Communications, and social 
media outreach with the Aware 

See Town Council, page 2
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William Byrd junior Sam Wilcox (right) is working 
with the Western Virginia Water Authority in the 
Registered Regional Apprenticeship Program.

Th ree Byrd students participate in Registered Apprenticeship Program

Th e Salem Red Sox welcomed 
student registered apprentices 
and their partner businesses to 
the ballpark on September 16 
for a pre-game signing ceremo-
ny for the Regional Registered 
Apprenticeship Program. 

Th e apprentices work in 
paid, real-world companies in 
the Roanoke Valley while at-
tending local high schools. Roa-

noke County, Roanoke City, 
and Salem City Public Schools 
are partnering with local busi-
nesses to provide registered ap-
prenticeship opportunities for 
juniors and seniors.

Th ree students from William 
Byrd High School were among 
those signing up for apprentice-
ships: Alyssa Nunley, Alex Th e-
odor, and Sam Wilcox. Nun-
ley is now working for Brown 
Hound Tree Services. Th eodor 
and Wilcox are employees of 

the Western Virginia Water Au-
thority.

Th e Virginia Registered Ap-
prenticeship (RA) is a training 
system that produces highly 
skilled workers to meet the de-
mands of employers competing 
in a global economy, through 
a combination of on-the-job 
training and classroom instruc-
tion. It is a “win-win” approach 
to workforce development for 
more than 13,000 apprentices 
throughout the Common-

wealth.  
Th rough the apprenticeship 

program, students can learn 
many skills all while earning a 
paycheck, high school credit, 
and an industry credential that 
means they could go straight 
into the workforce, skipping 
college. For students, appren-
ticeships can lead to careers. 
For employers, apprenticeships 
can help companies train future 
workers and fi ll open jobs.

William Byrd student Alyssa 

Nunley will be an offi  ce man-
agement apprentice with Brown 
Hound Tree Service.  She is 16 
years old and a junior at Wil-
liam Byrd. She works at Brown 
Hound Monday through Fri-
day mornings and then takes 
classes in the afternoon at Byrd. 
She began working with Brown 
Hound Tree Service this sum-
mer as an offi  ce specialist and 
by signing as a registered ap-

Vinton War Memorial takes the #gogoldva pledge
future. It steals our next 
generation as we speak, and 
not enough is being done 
about it.”

Th e #gogoldva organi-
zation is “on a mission to 
light up 337 buildings and 
homes in gold during Sep-
tember’s National Child-
hood Cancer Awareness 
Month. Th at’s the number 
of children across the state 
who are diagnosed with 
cancer each year.” In addi-
tion to the Vinton War Me-
morial, buildings across the 
state partnering and taking 
the #gogoldva pledge in-
clude the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Mansion and nu-
merous other buildings in 
Richmond; the Wells Fargo 
Tower, the Berglund Per-
forming Arts Th eatre, and 
Roanoke Fire and EMS in 
Roanoke; Woods Service 
Center Towing and Trans-
portation in Vinton, and 
the Salem Civic Center. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The Vinton War Memorial has joined with partners across the state in taking the #gogoldva pledge to observe 
September as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. Vinton Director of Community Programs and Facilities 
Chasity Barbour (left) is shown with Dana Boyd, Community Programs and Facilities supervisor (center) and 
Amanda Payne, Community Programs and Facilities coordinator.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

William Byrd senior Alex Theodor (right) is a Registered 
Apprentice with the Western Virginia Water Authority.

William Byrd student Alyssa Nunley (right) is a member 
of the Registered Regional Apprenticeship Program 
working at Brown Hound Tree Service.

See Apprenticeship, page 4
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For the complete list see 
https://www.gogoldva.org/
partners. 

Earlier this year, the War 
Memorial had the opportu-
nity to house the HeRow 
Expo Car Show put on by 
Hopedriven for the Rowan 
Price family. Rowan passed 
away in 2019, diagnosed 
just a year earlier in 2018 
with a rare form of leuke-
mia, AML M7, also known 
as AMKL. 

SignGypsies Roanoke 
helped remind Vinton of 
childhood cancer aware-
ness with a bright, colorful, 
donated sign at the Vinton 
War Memorial, including 
the designated color yellow.

SignGypsies was started 
in 2019 by two Roanoke 
County teachers, Amanda 
Waldron and Lauren Bur-
gess, as a side business. Th e 
two spend their mornings 
before school and on week-
ends traveling around Vin-
ton, Roanoke, Botetourt, 
Salem, and sometimes be-
yond, surprising residents 
with celebratory signs for 
birthdays, graduations, 
weddings, retirements, 
and baby announcements. 
Th eir mission is to bring 
smiles and joy to Roanoke 
and the surrounding areas.

For more informa-
tion on SignGypsies, visit 
SignGypsies.com. 

Th e Vinton War Me-
morial joined partners 
from across Virginia for 
Childhood Cancer Aware-
ness Month in September. 
On September 15, Chasity 
Barbour, Dana Boyd, and 

Amanda Payne wore yel-
low and took the #gogold-
va pledge, promising to 
“go gold and light up my 
home/building and be an 
advocate for children with 
cancer in Virginia.”

Th e team says, “A thief 
is a person who steals an-
other person’s property, 
especially by stealth and 
without using force or vio-
lence. Childhood cancer 
is a thief. It’s not a person 

who steals another person’s 
property, but what it does 
might be worse. Cancer 
steals the childhoods of 
so many kids around the 
world. It steals their liveli-
hood, their light, and their 
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. One of the four Vedas
 5. Part of (abbr.)
 8. At the peak
12. African antelope
14. Expression of satisfac-
tion
15. Yankees’ ace
16. Belittled
18. A baglike structure 
19. Utah Jazz coach Snyder
20. Actress Tomei
21. Explosive
22. Formal for “on”
23. Cruelties
26. Country singer Brad
30. Make very happy
31. Binary compound of 
hydrogen with a metal
32. Albanian currency
33. Subatomic particle
34. Type of salt
39. 007’s creator

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

42. Emerging
44. Railroad fl are
46. Observed
47. Capable of 
reproduction
49. Indicates adjacent 
to
50. Legendary Notre 
Dame coach
51. Not wide
56. An embarrassing 
mistake
57. Pearl Jam’s debut 
album
58. Denotes passerine 
birds
59. Stumble
60. Midway between 
east and southeast
61. W. Indian trees
62. You
63. Pigpen
64. Be aware of

CLUES DOWN
 1. Crease
 2. “Honey” actress Jessica
 3. Broad volcanic crater
 4. Product safety watchdog
 5. Southern Colombian city
 6. Part of a church
 7. Perceptible by touch
 8. Pronounce not guilty of 
criminal charges
 9. Hairpiece
10. Variety acts
11. “Mystic River” actor 
Sean
13. Remove salt
17. Went out with
24. Type of bread
25. Popular Eagles song
26. Philosophy degree
27. Yes vote
28. Passports and licenses 
are two
29. No seats available

35. Pounds per square inch
36. A way to launch an 
attack on
37. The lowest cardinal 
number
38. Popular Miller beer
40. Pokes holes in
41. Closest to
42. Folk singer DiFranco
43. Rivne’s former name
44. Flat ruler
45. Lacking the means to 
do something
47. Cockatoo
48. Dred Scott decision 
deliverer
49. Explosion exclamation
52. Canadian fl yers
53. Houston university
54. At some prior time
55. Red, swollen mark

Five Dollar Shake returns for September 25 Mingle
Th e band Five Dollar 

Shake will make its sec-
ond appearance of the 
summer at the Mingle 
at the Market concert 
scheduled for September 
25—the fi nal concert for 
2021. Five Dollar Shake 
plays a wide variety of 
funk and soul, old and 
new, as well as new rock 
and roll.

Th e Mingle concert 
series is sponsored by the 
Vinton Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Th e music 
will get underway at 7 
p.m. on the HomeTrust 
Bank Stage at the Vinton 
Farmers’ Market.

Admission is $6 for 
the family-friendly event 
with children 12 and 

under admitted free of 
charge. 

Th e featured food 
truck this week is the 
Lazy Bull Dog Food 
Truck. Craft beer and 
adult beverages will be 
available for purchase. 

Bring your own seat-
ing and an ID. No pets 
are allowed.

Member One is the 
lead sponsor for the 2021 
Summer Concert Series. 
Diamond Level sponsors 
include Blue Ridge Bev-
erage and the Vinton War 
Memorial. Special Spon-
sor is Roanoke County. 
Gold sponsors include 
Carilion Clinic, Winters 
Storage, and Servpro. Sil-
ver level sponsors include 

Berkshire Health Care, 
HomeTrust Bank, Lotz 
Funeral Home, Neely’s 
Accounting, PFG, Coast-
al Insurance Planning 
of VA, and Th e Vinton 
Messenger. Sherri Win-
kler of Nite Owl Artz has 
done the design work for 
the concert with printing 
by Vertex Signs.

COVID-19 restric-
tions have been lifted for 
the Mingle concerts with 
one exception– wear a 
mask if you haven’t been 
vaccinated.

Th e Vinton Farm-
ers’ Market is located in 
downtown Vinton at 204 
W. Lee Avenue. Plenty of 
parking is available in the 
downtown area.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Five Dollar Shake will perform at the final Mingle at the Market concert for 2021 
on September 25.

Tractor Supply to officially open new Vinton store on October 2 
Tractor Supply will 

officially open its new 
Vinton store at Lake 
Drive Plaza on October 
2. The company says it 
is excited to bring a new 
store to serve and meet 
the needs of the Vin-
ton community. Due to 
construction delays, the 
grand opening date has 

been pushed back from 
its original date of Sep-
tember 25.

Customers can shop 
from a wide range 
of products includ-
ing workwear and boots, 
equine and pet supplies, 
zero turns and riding 
mowers, pet food, lawn 
and garden supplies, 

power tools, fencing, 
welding, animal feed, 
propane, fencing, home 
supplies and more. 

The store will carry 
brands such as Purina, 
Carhartt, Blue Buffalo 
and Hobart, as well as 
products exclusive to 
Tractor Supply. 

“At Tractor Supply, 

we understand the value 
of providing essential 
needs like pet food, ani-
mal feed and home sup-
plies to our customers in 
the Vinton community,” 
said Theresa Molella, 
manager of the Vinton 
Tractor Supply store. 
“Our team members live 
the same lifestyle as our 

customers, and we’re 
excited to supply them 
with the tools, informa-
tion and resources they 
need to live life on their 
own terms.” 

In addition to sup-
plying products for farm 
and rural customers, 
the Vinton Tractor Sup-
ply values community 

engagement and says it 
will support local animal 
shelters, area 4-H clubs 
and FFA chapters and 
more. 

Vinton Tractor Sup-
ply at 981 Hardy Road 
will be open from 8 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday. 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
 Vinton Town Council approved a license agreement with Norfolk Southern that will enable the town to construct 
a pedestrian trail replacing an existing dirt footpath from Roanoke City’s existing catwalk under the NS overpass 
to the proposed sidewalk along Walnut Avenue.

Town Council from page 1

Foundation.
“With the aid of a Norfolk Southern track supervisor, Det. DiCarlo coordinated a 

search eff ort by riding a service vehicle for hours, while canvassing the Roanoke Valley by 
utilizing our railways. Meanwhile, Det. Cummings followed up on a lead that resulted 
in a door-to-door eff ort of checking several downtown Roanoke establishments and 
interviewing those close to the missing juvenile. Despite hitting inconclusive leads and 
working long hours, detectives continued to pursue any information and review exist-
ing information that could bring new ideas to the search eff ort. During the span of the 
search, both detectives sacrifi ced their personal obligations and committed their service 
to the safe return of a young community member. Despite many obstacles and challeng-
es, both Det. Sgt.tCummings and Det. Cpl. DiCarlo continued to expand their search 
eff orts. It was clear that they would continue the search until a resolution was concluded.

“On July 9, the Roanoke County Emergency Communications Center dispatched 

offi  cers to the Vinton Po-
lice Department regarding 
a missing juvenile, reported 
to be seen in the lobby. It 
was established that the ju-
venile was the missing per-
son who members of our 
agency were searching for.

“Prior to law enforce-
ment contact, Paul Miller 
recognized a young indi-
vidual outside our agency 
and identifi ed him to be 
the missing person Vinton 
offi  cers had been actively 
searching for. It was deter-
mined that the missing ju-
venile came to our agency 
after he ran out of food and 
water and was experiencing 
fatigue.

“What is not document-
ed are the events that oc-
curred before our dispatch 
center notifi ed offi  cers of 
his safe return. When Mr. 
Miller determined who the 
individual was, he quickly 
assessed the situation and 
recognized that this was 
someone who was un-
doubtedly scared, confused, 
and exhausted. Paul ap-
propriately notifi ed law en-
forcement and established 
rapport with the juvenile 
to make him feel less ap-
prehensive about the situ-
ation. Paul connected with 
the young man and briefl y 
spoke about life, opportuni-
ties, and family, while also 
communicating that life is 
full of challenges and dif-
fi cult circumstances. While 
as challenging as they may 
be, every obstacle can be 
overcome with time. Th e 
example Paul showed may 
be categorized as a small act 
of kindness and compas-
sion, but often, the smallest 
deeds are what create the 
greatest impact. In Paul’s 
case, he showed authentic-
ity, and genuine care for 
someone.

“Th e greatest joys we 
fi nd in our lives are rarely 

found in pursuit of our 
own success and desires,” 
Drumond noted. “Th e 
pursuit of self-ambition 
only leaves us searching 
for a never-ending cycle of 
wanting more. By design, 
we have been inherently 
put in this world to live for 
something far greater than 
ourselves—a life well-lived 
is a life of gratitude and 
service. On July 9, Paul 
showed us a noble exam-
ple of compassion and an 
example of what it truly 
means to help a fellow per-
son in need.”

“Th ere is no greater feel-
ing that recognizing two 
members of the Vinton 
Police Department who 
place so much value in hu-
man life. As with any law 
enforcement organization, 
the premise of our sworn 
duties is the profound 
reverence for human life. 
In our beloved profession, 
we meet many while in 
the course of our duties. 
As community caretakers, 
we believe that every life 
has an opportunity for a 
bright future. It takes great 
personal daily inspiration 
and courage to place such 
a high regard in the value 
of life and exert every ef-
fort and will to accomplish 
a challenging task–in this 
case, the return of a juve-
nile who unquestionably 
has endless opportunities 
and experiences worth liv-
ing.”

In other action, council 
held a public hearing on 
renewing a lease to VIN-
DOS, LLC (Macado’s) 
for the parking lot lying 
to the rear of the former 
Vinton Branch Library 
on Meadows Street. Th e 
parking lot is used for 
overfl ow parking for pa-
trons of the restaurant and 
its employees. Th e lease is 
for 10 months to the end 
of the fi scal year, and then 
renewable for four ad-
ditional one-year terms. 
Th e business is responsible 
for landscaping and daily 
upkeep. Th ere were no 
public comments. Coun-
cil will take action at the 
October 5 meeting.

Council authorized the 
town manager to execute 
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) between 
the City of Roanoke, the 
Town of Vinton, Roanoke 
and Botetourt Counties, 
the World Triathlon Cor-
poration, and the Roanoke 
Valley Convention and 
Visitors Bureau for the 
June 5, 2022, and June 4, 
2023, Ironman 70.3 Race 
Support Services.  Th e 
MOU defi nes the roles 
and responsibilities of the 
Ironman event organizers 
and the four local govern-
ments.

Council adopted a 
resolution approving new 

Grant Policies and Pro-
cedures, as requested by 
auditors. Th e policy com-
plies with federal rules and 
regulations regarding grant 
monies, ensures consistent 
procedures across multiple 
departments, and defi nes 
roles and responsibilities 
for grant reporting and 
compliance. Mayor Brad 
Grose commended staff  
and Town Attorney Jeremy 
Carroll for their hard work 
on developing the policy.

Council also adopted 
a resolution concerning 
additional right-of-way 
and temporary construc-
tion easements for three 
properties along Walnut 
Avenue owned by Viking 
Fence Company (Bob’s 
Restaurant and the Vi-
king Fence offi  ce) and the 
Nilam Corporation (Al-
varo’s Market). Th e ease-
ments are needed in order 
to construct the proposed 
bicycle and pedestrian 
accommodations along 
Walnut Avenue. Th e 
project will complete a 
connection for the Town 
of Vinton’s Glade Creek 
Greenway and Roanoke 
City’s Tinker Creek Gre-
enway. Th e project is 
funded by the VDOT 
Surface Transportation 
Block Grant (STBG) 
funds. Construction will 
begin in late fall 2021. 
Th e Pathfi nders for Gre-
enways donated $15,000 
of the $40,232 needed for 
this acquisition.

A resolution was ad-
opted by council for a Li-
cense Agreement between 
Norfolk Southern Railway 
Company and the town in 
the amount of $9,400 for a 
pedestrian trail to be con-
structed on the Norfolk 
Southern property as part 
of the Walnut Avenue Bicy-
cle and Pedestrian Accom-
modations Project from 
5th Street to the town’s 
west limits. Th e pedestrian 
trail will be constructed on 
an existing dirt footpath 
from the City of Roanoke’s 
existing catwalk under the 
NS overpass to the pro-
posed sidewalk along Wal-
nut Avenue. It will connect 
the town and city green-
ways and improve bicycle 
and pedestrian safety. Th is 
project is also funded by 
VDOT STBG funds and 
scheduled to be advertised 
in late fall 2021. 

Town Manager Pete 
Peters updated council on 
uses and proposed uses 
of the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds. 
Th e fi rst portion of the 
funding will be used for 
stormwater improvements 
from Maple Street to Blair 
Street downtown. Staff  
and council are working 
to decide what the ARPA 
funding of $8.4 million 
will be used for.
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It took a few months 
to celebrate his birthday 
present, but what a trip it 
was. In February, Hannah 
and I gave Drake Clem-
son football game tickets 
and this past weekend was 
the day! Th ey traveled to 
Clemson for his dream of 
watching a game in Death 
Valley. Th ey had a blast!  

Join us Saturday, Sept. 
25, 7-10 p.m. for our sea-
son closer of Mingle at 
the Market. Five Dollar 
Shake will take the stage 
and entertain us for the 
evening.   Lazy Bull Food 
Truck will be there to take 
care of your hunger;  $6 
admission, kids under 12 

are free. 
Tickets are also on 

sale at the Vinton Moose 
Lodge (and I have them, 
too)  for New Year’s Eve 
with Five Dollar Shake, 
$25 per person.  Contact 
the Vinton Moose Lodge 
or me at   angie@vinton-
chamber.com.

Jeff  Howell was in for 
a quick visit last week 
from Hollywood  to at-
tend a niece’s wedding. 
He stopped by and took 
Bootie  to lunch at Maca-
do’s. When he was young 
and student at William 
Byrd, he worked at Boo-
tie’s Hallmark & Gifts. 
His business now  is 
voiceovers. Friday he was 
at Hollins  to teach a class 
and then on Sunday he 
was off  to Rome, Italy  to 
teach classes in voiceovers. 
So proud of Jeff , just wish 
him safe travels. 

Angie
Chewning
Filling in for Bootie

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS

APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

Vinton Fall Festival 
coming up on October 2

Saturday, October 
2, will be a busy day in 
downtown Vinton.

Th e annual Vinton 
Fall Festival opens at 10 
a.m. Th e streets will be 
full of craft and business 
vendors, food trucks, and 
entertainment.

Th ere will be free enter-
tainment on two stages: 
at the Municipal Building 
and at the Farmers’ Mar-
ket Stage.

Performances on the 
Municipal Stage are:

• Fame All Stars from 
10:30 to 11:30

• Floyd Ward Dance 
Company from 
11:30 to 12:30

• Susan Lewis Music 
Studio: 12:30 to 2 
p.m.

On the Famers’ Market 
Stage:

• Mish Moves Dance 
will perform from 
10:30 to 11:30 
a.m.

• Annual Pet Costume 
Contest (spon-
sored by Pawsh Sa-
lon for Dogs) from 
11:30 to noon

• Defy Gravity Ninja 
from noon to 1 
p.m.

Fall Festival sponsors 
include Blue Ridge Bever-
age, the Vinton War Me-
morial, Roanoke County, 
Carilion Clinic, Winters 
Storage, ServPro, Berk-
shire Health Care, Home-
Trust Bank, Lotz Funeral 
Home, Neely’s Account-
ing, Coastal Insurance 
Planning of Virginia, Th e 
Vinton Messenger, PFG, 
and FOX Radio 910, 
along with Vertex Signs 

and Niteowlartz.com. 
Later that day, the fi rst 

bluegrass show will take 
place from 3 to 7 p.m. 
on the Farmers’ Market 
Stage. Th ere is a $5 cover 
charge for this event.

• Pickin’ & Grinnin’ is 
scheduled from 3 
to 5 p.m.

• High Fidelity Blue-
grass Band will 
perform at 5:30 

Food will be available 
from local restaurants: Joe 
Goodpies, Farmburguesa, 
and Big Belly Pizza and 
Subs.

Twin Creeks will host a 
beverage garden.

Sponsors for the blue-
grass event include Joe 
Goodpies, the Town of 
Vinton, and the Vinton 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

Blue Ridge Baptist sponsoring 
blood drive in October

Blue Ridge Baptist Church, located at 
2410 Hardy Road, is having a blood drive 
on Wednesday, October 13, from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

Sign up to donate by calling the Amer-

ican Red Cross at 540-985-3560 or on 
the ARC app. 

Give the gift of life. All who donate 
will have their names entered to win an 
afghan.

Vinton Wesleyan Church 
presents Promised Land Quartet

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Vinton Wesleyan Church will present the Promised Land Quartet in concert on 
Saturday, September 25, at 6 p.m. An offering will be received. For further 
information, call the church office at 345-3385. Vinton Wesleyan is located on 246 
Jefferson Avenue in Vinton. The public is invited to attend.

SNHU announces Summer 
2021 President’s List

Johanna Boughton of Goodview and 
Keyata Andrews of Vinton were named 
to the Summer 2021 President’s List at 
Southern New Hampshire University.

Full-time students who have earned a 
minimum grade point average of 3.700 
and above are named to the President’s List. 

Southern New Hampshire University is 
a private, non-profi t institution with an 
89-year history. It off ers approximately 
200 accredited undergraduate, graduate 
and certifi cate programs, available online 
and on its 300-acre campus in Manchester, 
N.H. 

Whitcomb graduates from 
Valdosta State University

Jennifer Whitcomb of 
Vinton has earned the 
Master of Library and 
Information Science de-
gree from Valdosta State 

University.
Whitcomb is among 

more than 550 students 
who completed their de-
gree requirements dur-

ing Summer Semester 
2021.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485
or email tfrye@ourvalley.org

to advertise in this space.

Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes 
you to our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself 
to be one of a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environ-
ment of a comfortable lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community 
family. The town, with its proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain 
Lake, provides many opportunities for those who wish to stop and shop at our local 
farmers market or one of our unique specialty shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the 
year from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers 
its own unique atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if 
you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and ameni-
ties located nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; 
small, locally, and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views 
of the mountains and Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling 

of belonging, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conven-
iences that are necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.
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prentice will “take the 
next step up.”

Nunley will be doing 
a variety of offi  ce tasks—
administrative, research, 
fi ling, and training in Mi-
crosoft Word and Excel. 
After completing the two-
year apprenticeship pro-
gram, she is interested in 
exploring a career as a vet-
erinarian. Her parents are 
Nikki Nunley and Jamey 
Chocklett.  

Family owned and op-
erated, Brown Hound 
Tree Service employees 
have more than 50 years 
of combined experience 
in the tree care industry. 
Serving the Roanoke Val-
ley and surrounding areas, 
the company performs 
complete tree removals, 
trimming, stump grind-
ing, and hazardous tree 

assessment and removal. 
Brown Hound is seeking 
apprentices in the offi  ce 
management fi eld.  

Th e mission of the 
Western Virginia Water 
Authority is to protect 
and manage essential wa-
ter resources through the 
delivery of quality wa-
ter and wastewater ser-
vice to customers. It is 
seeking apprenticeship 
candidates interested in 
working in the drinking 
water, wastewater, and 
distribution sectors of 
the company.  Th e Water 
Authority helped launch 
the student registered ap-
prenticeship program as a 
pilot program in Roanoke 
County in 2017 with just 
fi ve students in the fi rst 
year. Mike Altizer, who 
has served as a member of 

both the Roanoke County 
Board of Supervisors and 
the School Board, facili-
tated the pilot program. It 
has continued to expand, 
adding students and busi-
ness partners.

Alex Th eodor will be a 
water production appren-
tice with the WVWA. He 
is 17 and a senior at Wil-
liam Byrd. He is in his 
second year of a three-year 
program—junior, senior, 
and one-year post-gradu-
ation. He says that in his 
fi rst year of the WVWA 
program he was exposed 
to many diff erent learning 
experiences and “loved it.” 
He says the Water Author-
ity employees “treat you 
like family.” Th e work is 
hard, and you must stay 
focused. “It’s the start 
of a career for me,” Th e-
odor says, as he hopes to 
explore a career with the 
WVWA after graduation. 
Th eodor is from Vinton. 
His parents are Chris and 
Mark Th eodor. 

Th eodor says he signed 
up for the RA program 
because he “wanted a 
job” but didn’t want to 
work in the fast-food in-
dustry or in retail. He 
decided instead to work 
at the WVWA. His posi-
tion is at Carvins Cove, 
helping to provide safe 
drinking water. Part of his 
job is gathering multiple 
samples and performing 
multiple tests on the wa-
ter at the reservoir daily, 
along with maintaining 
the fi ltration system. He 
works eight-hour days at 
the WVWA on “A” days 
and takes a half a day of 
classes at William Byrd on 
“B” days.

Sam Wilcox will also 
be a water production ap-

prentice with the WVWA. 
He is 16 years old and a 
junior at WBHS. He at-
tends the Burton Center 
for Arts in Technology 
in the Masonry program 
and then works for the 
WVWA and takes classes 
at William Byrd on alter-
nating days

He signed up for the 
apprenticeship program 
to get his “foot in the 
door,” although he re-
mains undecided about 
his future plans. His par-
ents are Scott and Jennifer 
Wilcox. Th ey say he has 
always been good with 
his hands, designing and 
building from a young 
age.

Other businesses par-
ticipating in the Reg-
istered Apprenticeship 
signing ceremony on Sep-
tember 16 included Bal-
zer and Associates (design 
and architecture fi rm), 
Blue Ridge Tire Center, 
G&H Contracting, G.J. 
Hopkins (mechanical and 
electrical contractors), In-
teger (design and develop-
ment of medical devices 
and power solutions in 
medical and non-medical 
market), Medeco (securi-
ty), Mersen (corrosion re-
sistant and process equip-
ment manufacturer), and 
Tread Corporation. 

Th e Regional Appren-
ticeship program is active-
ly seeking more businesses 
to participate as sponsors 
in the program.

Th e RA Program was 
designed in the 1930s 
by the Roosevelt Admin-
istration– originally as 
an adult job preparation 
program. Over the years 
it has expanded to encom-
pass over 1,300 jobs in a 
variety of businesses and 

industries. 
Managed by the De-

partment of Labor and 
Industry (DOLI) in Vir-
ginia, the RA program 
off ers a unique work-
based learning model for 
students 16-18 years of 
age. Th ese are not intern-
ships—students are em-
ployed by the companies. 

Some facts about the 
RA program:

Students work about 
20 hours per week.

Most RA positions re-
quire a minimum of 2000 
on the job hours and 144 
hours per year of indus-
try-related instruction.

Students receive school 
credit for their apprentice-
ship.

Student schedules are 
arranged by the student, 
parents, school system, 
and employer.

Th e Virginia De-
partment of Education 
(VDOE) has developed 
guidelines (including 
safety standards) for 
work-based learning to 
be followed by the school 
system and employer.

Students who wish to 
participate in the RA pro-
gram fi rst attend a Busi-
ness Partner showcase to 
decide if the program fi ts 
their goals; attend a com-
pany tour with their par-
ent; attend an interview 
and resume writing work-
shop, submit a resume 
and application; attend an 
interview with the com-
pany; and attend an RA 
Signing Day ceremony, 
like the one on September 
16.

Typical apprenticeship 
students want to apply 
what they are learning in 
school, want to earn mon-
ey, and want to become 

highly skilled and creden-
tialed soon out of high 
school. In many cases 
the sponsor business will 
help students further their 
education and minimize 
student debt. Students 
must be 16 to start the 
RA program.  Th ey must 
commit to maintaining 
good grades and working 
part-time. 

Participating employers 
agree to provide on-the-
job training and related 
instruction over multiple 
years. Th ey both mentor 
and pay students to be-
come highly trained.

If the business is in 
need of a skilled work-
force to replace veteran 
employees departing, the 
RA process might help fi ll 
those needs.

“What makes the reg-
istered apprenticeship 
program benefi cial is the 
fl exibility it off ers to both 
the schools and the part-
ner businesses,” said Jason 
Suhr, director of Career 
and Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) for Roanoke 
County schools at a pre-
vious signing ceremony. 
“Students are able to en-
ter into the workforce in 
small numbers where they 
are needed.

“At each partner busi-
ness, students are taking 
their related instruction 
while on the job,” Suhr said.  
“Students begin learning 
about the company and be-
gin to develop related skills 
years earlier than if they 
waited until they graduated 
from high school or college.  
More importantly, the stu-
dents begin to develop a re-
lationship with the partner.” 

For more information 
on the program, visit www.
rcps.us/Page/3268. 

Apprenticeship from page 1

WBHS yearbook staff  selling 
vintage yearbooks as fundraiser

Missing your copy of your 
high school yearbook? The Wil-
liam Byrd High School yearbook 
staff is once again selling year-
books from the past as a fund-
raiser. The older yearbooks are 
on sale at reduced prices.

Yearbook sponsor Christie 
Acker says that after renovations 
at William Byrd are complete, 
the new storage room for the 
yearbooks will be smaller than 
the current room, so they “need 
to get rid of some of the excess 
inventory” with a “yearbook 
blowout sale.”

“The money we make from 
the fundraising will help pay for 
enhancements to the book cover 
and the overall quality of the 
book,” Acker said. “We also need 
another camera and some basic 
equipment like SD card read-
ers, so the money will help with 
those expenses.”

Anyone interested in pur-
chasing an old yearbook should 
contact Acker at cacker@rcps.
us, rather than calling the school 
office.

The yearbook staff will also be 
selling yearbooks at the Vinton 
Fall Festival in downtown Vin-
ton on October 2. 

“The staff really enjoyed vol-
unteering at the Fall Festival two 
years ago,” Acker said. “It was 
fun to see people stop and peruse 
the older books and reminisce. 
There was a lot of laughter at 
our table. We joked that ‘we sell 
memories.’ We have books rep-
resenting many years of William 
Byrd history.”

All books from 1970s through 
2017 will be $10; 2018, $20; 
2019, $50; and 2020, $75.

Parents can pre-order the 2022 
yearbook at www.yearbookorder-
center.com for $65.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Members of the Black Swan yearbook staff at William Byrd High School will be selling copies 
of yearbooks from years gone by as a fundraiser.
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Roanoke County to hold 
community meeting in Vinton 
on Comprehensive Plan

The public is invited to participate 
in the Roanoke County 200 Plan, a 
15-year update to the Comprehen-
sive Plan to mark the county’s bicen-
tennial in 2038. 

A series of open house-style public 
meetings in 10 communities around 
Roanoke County will be held this 
fall. 

A Comprehensive Plan meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, September 
30 at the Charles R. Hill Communi-
ty Center. Meetings are coming up in 
the Vinton area in the next two weeks

The Roanoke County 200 Plan 
will express an overarching commu-
nity vision as well as unique goals for 
11 community planning areas. It will 
provide guidance for public policies 
about land development, public ser-
vices and resource protection. 

It will also allow decision makers 
to study the long-term consequences 
of current decisions and recognize 
how today's actions will impact the 
county for many years to come. 

Participants can comment on is-
sues and trends in their communities. 

The meetings will include input 
exercises for land use, housing, natu-
ral and cultural resources, transporta-

tion, and community facilities. Staff 
will share information about current 
conditions and local projects. 

Anyone who prefers a virtual op-
tion is invited to give input via the 
website at www.RoanokeCountyVA.
gov/200Plan. 

The community meetings will be 
held from 4 to 8 p.m., with two ad-
ditional meetings held in north and 
south county to address countywide 
topics. CORTRAN service is avail-
able for these meetings. 

The meeting exercises and a sur-
vey will be available online starting 
on the meeting date and through the 
end of November.

Information about each commu-
nity planning area will be available 
online two weeks before the meeting 
is held. In addition, staff are avail-
able to speak or make presentations 
to groups about the 200 Plan upon 
request. 

More information about the Roa-
noke County 200 Plan and upcom-
ing meetings can be found online 
at https://www.roanokecountyva.
gov/200plan . Sign up for the email 
list to stay in the loop about meeting 
updates and input opportunities.

Vinton Breakfast Lions install 
offi  cers, present Melvin Jones award

Th e Vinton Breakfast 
Lions recently installed 
new offi  cers for the up-
coming year. John Dyer 
will be serving as presi-
dent, Will Moseley as 
vice president, Hal Mabe 
as second vice president, 
Bob Benninger as trea-
surer, Gary Myers as sec-
retary, Keith Laff erty as 
Lion tamer, Zach McCar-
ty as tail twister, and Chris 
McCarty as membership 
chair.

Board members include 
Jeff  Mason, Jeff  Stovall, 
Joel Lytton, Bob Capobi-
anco, Dave Jones, Antho-
ny Conner, Matt Bartlett, 
Clark Crawley, Richard 
Goad, Same Cundiff , and 
Steve Haldren.

John Dyer was present-
ed with the Melvin Jones 
Award, the highest form 
of recognition a Lion can 
receive for charitable 
work. Chris McCarty was 
named Lion of the Year.

Lions Club Interna-
tional was founded in 
1917 and is most recog-
nized for championing 
the blind and visually 
impaired.  Th e local Vin-
ton Breakfast Lions were 

chartered in 1985. While 
they collect and sort used 
eyeglasses for distribution, 
they also sponsor many 
other service projects 
throughout the year that 
benefi t the Vinton com-
munity. 

Th e Lions raise funds 
through their annual 
pancake breakfast in the 
fall and their spaghetti 
dinner traditionally held 
on the day of the Vinton 
Christmas Parade. Th ey 
sell Lions Club brooms, 
raise funds with the White 
Cane Day project, and 
host their main fund-
raiser—the annual Raffl  e 
Draw Down event. Virtu-
ally all the money they col-
lect is spent for the benefi t 
of Vinton area residents.

Th e Lions award four 
scholarships to William 
Byrd High School Seniors 
each year and two schol-
arships at Staunton River 
High School in memory 
of member Ryan Cham-
bers who passed away in 
an automobile accident 
in 2018. Th ey recently 
made donations to the 
YOVASO programs at 
WBHS and SRHS. 

Th e Breakfast Lions 
sponsor the annual Bland 
Music Competition 
Scholarship Program for 
musically talented area 
students who can then ad-
vance to district, regional, 
and state competitions. 

Th roughout the year, 
the Breakfast Lions pro-
vide local elementary 
school children with extra 
clothing, school supplies, 
snacks, and refreshments, 
help with school projects, 
and treat several area chil-
dren to a Christmas Shop-
ping trip.

In 2019, the Lions 
funded construction of 
the picnic shelter at Her-
man L. Horn Elementary 
School. 

Th e Breakfast Lions 
have worked diligently 
since March 2015 on a 
legacy project– reclaiming 
and preserving the histor-
ic Gladetown Cemetery 
from undergrowth and de-
bris. Th e cemetery, which 
contains some of the old-
est graves in Vinton dating 
from the 1820s, has been 
restored and is now fenced 
in due to the eff orts of the 
Lions. 

John Dyer recently received the prestigious Melvin Jones Award from the Vinton 
Breakfast Lions Club. He will serve as president in the upcoming year.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The Vinton Breakfast Lions Club recently installed new officers for the upcoming 
year: John Dyer, president; Will Moseley, vice president; Hal Mabe, second vice 
president; Bob Benninger, treasurer; Gary Myers, secretary; Keith Lafferty, Lion 
Tamer; Zach McCarty, tail twister; and Chris McCarty, membership chair. Board 
members include Jeff Mason, Jeff Stovall, Joel Lytton, Bob Capobianco, Dave 
Jones, Anthony Conner, Matt Bartlett, Clark Crawley, Richard Goad, Sam Cundiff, 
and Steve Haldren. (Zach McCarty, Sam Cundiff, and Steve Haldren are not pictured.)

Vinton Historical Society elects new officers

Th e Vinton Historical So-
ciety has elected offi  cers for 
the 2021-2022 and 2022-
2023 fi scal years.

Th ey are:
President: Randy Layman
• Vice President: Denny 

Dickens
• Secretary: Marie Bell
• Treasurer: Debbie Pitts
• Program Chairman: 

Mary Beth Layman
• Directors Emeritus 

Douglas and Mattie Forbes
• Directors (members-at-

large) include Jan Dickens, 

Ann Hewitt, Judy Kelley, 
JoAnn Newman, Darlene 
Richardson, and Julie Tucei 
(Town of Vinton representa-
tive).

Th e Vinton History Mu-
seum will be holding the an-
nual “Holiday Shoppe” on 
the museum lawn, selling gift 
baskets, holiday décor, and 
gift items during the Vinton 
Fall Festival on October 2.. 

Th e museum is open 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
and every fi rst Saturday from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the corner 

of Jackson Avenue and Maple 
Street in downtown Vinton.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
 The Vinton History Museum will hold its annual Holiday Shoppe on the lawn during 
the Vinton Fall Festival on October 2.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Ja-
son Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is lo-
cated at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 
1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 

School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@veri-
zon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 

7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 
9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.
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DirectoryVinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
Directory

Read Habakkuk 1:1 thru 3:19

See the Creator’s magnifi cence 
in a fi ery sunset glinting off the 
ocean. Fill your senses with His 
beauty fl owing from a meadow 
alive in spring fl owers. Recog-
nize His splendor as stars light 
the night sky. 

Precious time spent resting in 
the presence of the all-know-
ing, all-powerful, ever-present 
God strengthens a person’s 
soul. Filling mind, soul, and spir-
it with His goodness and grace 
calms the spirit. Contemplating 
His protection and provision, 
remembering His love and sac-
rifi ce, and resting in His mercy 
refreshes the mind.

The Lord is in his holy temple; 
let all the earth be silent before 

him (Habakkuk 2:20).

Many look to government, pos-
sessions, or other people for 
security. They are reminiscent 
of those who carved impotent 
gods from idols of wood and 
stone—worshiping created 
things and ignoring their Cre-
ator. But nothing substitutes 
for God’s wise care.

Take the time to sit quietly 
and remember who God is and 
what He has done. Bask in His 
presence. Be wrapped in the se-
curity of His perfect
love.

Thought for Today: Be still and 
know that He is God.

Quicklook: Habakkuk 2:18–20

Time Well Spent

It’s time to celebrate 
all things spooky at the 
Vinton Library! To see 
the full October sched-
ule and to sign up for 
events, visit our web-
site: rocolibrary.org. In-
person programs will be 
held on the patio and 
are weather permitting.

The RCACP Adop-
tion Fair will take place 
outside on October 2 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Please help a deserving 
pet find their forever 
home!

Throughout the 
month of October, we 
will be featuring vin-
tage horror movies on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Bring your own movie 
snacks and blankets or 
chairs!

• October 6: Haunted 
Honeymoon

• October 13: Alfred 
Hitchcock’s The Birds

• October 20: Young 
Frankenstein

• October 27: Polter-
geist

Creations and Temp-
tations will be on Octo-
ber 4 at 6 p.m. and we 
will be creating a no-sew 
pumpkin. 

We also have three 
different book clubs for 
adults! The Plot Threads 
Book Club will meet on 
Zoom on October 14 at 
6:30 p.m. As the Page 
Turns Book Club will 
meet on Zoom on Oc-
tober 13 at 2 p.m. The 
Vinton Book Club will 
meet on October 7 at 3 
p.m. on the patio. 

On October 28 at 6 
p.m., join the Research 
Society Virginia Para-
normal of Roanoke to 
hear about their ghost 
hunting methods and 
experiences! Register 
online for this outdoor 
event.

What could be 
spookier than ghosts? 

The thought of some-
one hacking your elec-
tronics! Find out how 
to Wise Up on Cyber-
security with the Bet-
ter Business Bureau on 
October 11 at 11 a.m. 
Join us for Excel Tables 
and Filters on October 
11 at 2 p.m., Windows 
10 Tips and Tricks on 
Zoom on October 12 
at 2 p.m., Excel Pivot 
Table on October 13 
at 6 p.m., and How to 
Use Your iPhone Safely 
While Driving on Octo-
ber 26 at 2 p.m.

With all of the scary 
things going on in Oc-
tober, make sure your 
health isn’t one of them! 
Join Carilion Clinic on 
October 15 at 12 p.m. 
for Lunch and Learn: 
Heart Health. Register 
two weeks prior to the 
event at carilionclinic.
org/calendar or call 
800-422-8482 to enjoy 
lunch on the patio and 
learn how to reduce your 
risk of stroke (blood 
pressure screening in-
cluded). Patrick Har-
mon from Harmon & 
Prouty Financial Group 
will be here on October 
19 at 10:30 a.m. to dis-
cuss Medicare 101.

Join us for How to 
Prepare for the Zombie 
Apocalypse on October 
21 at 6 p.m. on Zoom 
to learn about disaster 
preparedness and how 
to pack an emergency 
go-bag. Participants will 
be eligible for a free wa-
ter bottle which can be 
picked up at the Vinton 
Library after the Zoom 
event. 

We invite teens to join 
us every Monday at 4 
p.m. for a pop-up event, 
game, or take-home 
activity. Each week is 
different, so you won’t 
know until you show! 
Creepy Slime kits will 

be available for pick-up 
on Monday, October 4, 
while supplies last.

October Wonder 
Packs (Spider Oobleck) 
and Mad Scientist kits 
(Anatomy) will be avail-
able starting October 
1, while supplies last. 
Children and their fam-
ilies are invited to join 
us for outdoor Pumpkin 
Painting on October 
20 at 4 p.m. Register 
online. In-person Fam-
ily Storytime will take 
place on the patio on 
Wednesdays at 11:30 
a.m. Register online. 
This month’s virtual 
book club will focus on 
The Owl Diaries series 
and will take place every 
Thursday at 4 p.m. on 
Zoom. Register online. 

Join us every Saturday 
in October at 2:30 p.m. 
for Halloween matinee 
movies. Bring your own 
movie snacks and blan-
kets or chairs!

• October 2: Wallace 
& Gromit: The Curse of 
the Were-Rabbit

• October 9: Hotel 
Transylvania

• October 16: Casper 
(1995)

• October 23: Hocus 
Pocus

• October 30: Fran-
kenweenie

Don’t forget to stop 
by the library during 
the Town of Vinton’s 
Trick-or-Treating event 
on October 28 from 3-5 
p.m.!

Remember to regis-
ter for programs online 
at rocolibrary.org. All 
in-person programming 
will be held on the patio 
and is weather depen-
dent. We look forward 
to seeing you in October

 By Caitlin DeMarco, 
Senior Library 

Assistant  at 
the Vinton Library

A Purple Church
I spent last week on campus at Duke 

University for my fi rst intensive week as a 
doctoral student. Each semester I will spend 
one week on campus for in-person learning, 
and the rest of the semester will be complet-
ed virtually. 

My cohort consists of 30 students from 
all over the US—New York, New Jersey, 
Michigan, Ohio, Oregon, Connecticut, 
California, Missouri, Florida, Mississippi, 
Tennessee, Georgia, North Carolina, and 
Virginia. Our group is not only geographi-
cally diverse, but we represent a wide variety 
of denominations within the church as well. 
Th ough the week consisted of many long 
days of lectures, reading, and writing assign-
ments, it was a wonderful week of learning 
and building relationships with new peers.

As I worked throughout the week with 
this group of clergy from all diff erent races, 
backgrounds, denominations, and geo-
graphical locations, I was struck by just how 
diff erent we all were. Th eologically, there 
were many topics on which we disagreed. 
Politically, the opinions were vast. Ecclesio-
logically, our worship traditions and church 
structures are very diff erent. And yet the 
unity we found in Christ and our shared call 
to serve his church provided a sacred space 
for open conversations, honest disagree-
ments, new insights and understanding, 
new friendships and beloved community.

As we discussed the unity we found with 
one another amidst our diversity, one pas-
tor shared that her church has chosen to 
identify themselves as a “Purple Church.” 
Considering this was a term that most of 
us had not heard, she said: “Our church is 
made up of many who identify as red and 
many who identify as blue. We are very di-
verse politically, socially, and theologically. 
Th ere is so much happening in our world 
on which many of us disagree. Our goal 
as a church is not to agree; but instead, to 
demonstrate for the world a better way to 
disagree.” For this pastor, the color purple 
represents the coming together of two po-
larized groups—the red and the blue—to 
bring about the Kingdom of God through 
their unity in Christ.

When Paul was imprisoned, he wrote 
what many scholars today refer to as the 
“Captivity Letters”—Ephesians, Philippi-
ans, Colossians, and Philemon. As the Co-
lossians faced many disagreements in their 
church and community, Paul wrote: “12 As 
God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, hu-
mility, meekness, and patience.  13  Bear 
with one another and, if anyone has a com-
plaint against another, forgive each other; 

just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe your-
selves with love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony  (Colossians 
3:12-14).”

Paul did not need the early church in Co-
lossae to agree; that was not his mission. In 
order to follow Christ’s Great Commission 
and make disciples of all nations, he needed 
them to show the world a better way to dis-
agree. He needed the tie that binds—their 
unity in Christ—to be stronger than the 
many subjects that so easily divided them. 

According to Paul, the best method to 
achieve that goal was by “clothing them-
selves” with a set of certain behaviors. Th e 
Greek word for clothe literally means “to 
sink into.” When we sink into something, 
we become submerged under it, immersed 
within it, and engulfed by it. 

When we sink into something, we dis-
appear into that substance that surrounds 
us. In order to achieve unity in Christ, 
Paul exhorted the Colossians to sink into, 
and be totally engulfed by, the likeness of 
Christ. Th is required these early Christians 
to clothe themselves with compassion and 
kindness, humility and patience, forgive-
ness, and love.

Like early Christians, we too are living in 
a divided world. Our nation is as polarized 
as it has ever been. Are you red or blue? Are 
you vaccinated or un-vaccinated? Are you 
in-person or virtual? What is your opinion 
about this matter, or stance on this issue? 

As a society, we too are surrounded by 
contention and confl ict. As a result, emo-
tions run high, opinions run deep, and di-
visions run far and wide. As a church, how 
will we respond? 

Will we follow the example of the world, 
or be the example for the world? 

Maybe one of the things our world needs 
most is not for Christians to agree, but rath-
er to demonstrate a better way to disagree. 
Maybe what the mission of Christ needs 
most is not a red church or blue church, but 
a purple church; a sacred space of diverse 
perspectives and viewpoints that welcomes 
all to speak, listen, agree, disagree, and share; 
a loving community that ensures the tie that 
binds—unity in Christ—is stronger than 
that which seeks to divide. If this can be ac-
complished by a group of Christian pastors 
who met for a week in Durham, N.C., it 
can most certainly be achieved by Chris-
tians who gather in Vinton, Va.

By The Rev. Travis Russell, 
Vinton Baptist Church

From the Pulpit
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1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

STATEWIDE  
ADS

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

LARGE 
MULTIFAMILY 
YARD SALE 

Yard Sales - Salem
Salem Estate Sale 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

For Rent - 
Apartments
2, 3, 4 BR 

Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Auctions

Huge private estate 
tool Auction! 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 
26TH 12 NOON

Legals - City of 
Radford

NOTICE OF 
INVITATION TO 
COMMENT AND 

PUBLIC MEETING 
CONSOLIDATE 

ANNUAL 
PERFORMANCE 

AND EVALUATION 
REPORT (CAPER) 
PROGRAM YEAR 

2020 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

awarren@christiansburg. 
org

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $15,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first 
two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6236

• Cash to help pay funeral
 or other final expenses

• Guaranteed acceptance 
 ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, 
 no health questions

Call for FREE Information

1-844-509-1697
or go to life55plus.info/vapress

You’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!
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STATEWIDE  
ADS

ANTIQUES SHOW/SALE
BIG ANTIQUES & VINTAGE 
SHOW/SALE, Oct. 8-9, 67th Fish-
ersville Antiques Expo, Expoland, 
Fishersville, VA (I-64, Exit 91), 
300+ dealers, four buildings & out-
side. Friday & Saturday 9-5. www. 
heritagepromotions.net. 434-846-
7452.

AUCTIONS 
Real Estate Absolute Auction! 
Saturday, Oct 2nd 10:30am. 
House & Outbuildings on 4.1117 
Acres. Wooded Tract 32.152 
Acres. 15771 Highlands Pkwy, 
Whitetop, VA. C&F Auction, INC. 
(276)233-3238 www.cf-auction.
com. VAAF#280 NCAL#5530
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reach-
ing your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/Free 
Trim Wrap Call 804-739-8207 for 
MORE details! Ronnie Jenkins 
II Siding, Roo  ng, Gutters and 
More!
GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during util-
ity power outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call 
for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-833-688-1378
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667
Dont let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their en-
tire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  
1-888-510-0805

HELP WANTED 
HIRING? We can help you  ll 
your open positions! Promote job 
listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital Ad-
vertising Solutions reaching job 
seekers. Call this paper or Lan-
don Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

SERVICES
D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t -
ed, $395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, At-
torney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com” https://hiltonoliv-
erattorneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and other  nal 
expenses. Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 844-509-1697 
or visit  HYPERLINK “http://www.
Life55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

6243_A

Medicare has changed. 
Find out how it can affect you.

For FREE Medicare Supplement information 
from Physicians Life Insurance Company, call: 

1-833-657-1636
or visit MedSupBenefit.com/vapress

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare Program.  
I understand I have no obligation. This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you. 
(MD, VA: These policies are available to people under age 65 eligible for Medicare due to a disability). (VA: For a 
complete description of policy exclusions, limitations, and costs or other coverage details, please contact your 
insurance agent or the company). Policy form number L030, L035, L036, L037, L038, F001, F002 (OK: L030OK, 
L035OK, L036OK, L037OK, L038OK; TN: L030TN, L035TN, L036TN, L037TN; L038TN, F001TN, F002TN; L030VA, L035VA, 
L036VA, L037VA, L038VA).

ADVERTISE!
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

TALK TO WALT

RETIREMENT PLANNING
Face it, you only get one shot at a 

successful retirement. We can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

CALL NOW to advertise 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
Lesley Owens, Agent
8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
Bus 540-366-6384   Fax 540-366-6625
1451 W Main St, Salem, VA 24153
Spartan Square Shopping Center
(540) 404-3694
lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com

Thank you for your loyalty.  We appreciate you.
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

Th e William Byrd football team will be back on the 
gridiron this Friday when they make the trip to Bassett 
for a non-district game. Th e game is scheduled for 7 pm 
at Ed Bassett Stadium.

Th e two were scheduled to stage their dog and cat fi ght 
last Friday, September 18, but COVID concerns forced it 
to be postponed. Luckily, both the Terriers and Bengals 
had a bye week this Friday so the contest was convenient-
ly moved back one week. Th at might have been a break 
for the Terriers, who are looking for their fi rst win after 
losses to Liberty and Hidden Valley and a cancelled game 
with Christiansburg.

“We had a very productive two weeks of practice,” said 
Byrd coach Brad Lutz. “We have so much work to do, and 
we are still learning the importance of being a good prac-
tice team. With our youth, we can’t wait until Friday to 
evaluate our progress. We are taking it one day at a time.”

Byrd has just half a dozen seniors on the team this year 
and Lutz is playing a variety of freshman and sophomores 
big minutes. He expects that to pay off  down the road, 
but for now there are growing pains.

“Football is the truest team sport there is,” he said. “A 
young, inexperienced player can expose an entire unit on 

a Friday night. We are depending on a lot of 14 and 15 
year old players to play against 17 and 18 year old se-
niors. While we are a work in progress, we have been so 
impressed with the fi ght these young players have shown. 
We are also proud of the six seniors that we have and 
their investment in our young players. I am very proud 
of that.”

Bassett will be a challenge for the Terriers. Th e Bengals 
are 2-1 with a 42-25 win over Class 6 Franklin County 
and a 56-0 shutout of county rival Dan River. Th eir loss 
was a 45-28 decision against Liberty Christian Academy, 
a team considered to be a state contender.

“Bassett is a very talented football team,” said Lutz. 
“Th ey are well coached, big, athletic and very experienced 
in all three phases of the game. Th e fi rst two teams that 
we played this season remain undefeated, but I believe 
Bassett is the best team that we will face up to this point. 
Th is will be another big challenge for our team, but we are 
excited to face another quality opponent.”

Th e jayvees are also playing Bassett this week, and that 
game will be tonight at Patterson Stadium in Vinton. It 
will follow a middle school game between Byrd Middle 
and Read Mountain.

Terriers return Friday at Bassett

Sophomore Isaiah Hairston is the quarterback of 
the Byrd football team. PHOTO BY BILL HOAL

Th ey’ll be “Diggin at the Dog Pound” on Saturday

Th e William Byrd cross country 
teams will be competing in the 8th 
Annual Alleghany Invitational, host-
ed by Alleghany High School, this 
Saturday at the Jackson River Sports 
Complex in Covington.

Th e event includes seven diff erent 
races, beginning with an Elementary 
School run for both boys and girls at 
9 am. Th e middle school boys will 
run at 9:30 am, followed by the girls 
at 10 am. Th e varsity races will be at 
10:30 am for the boys and 11:15 for 
the girls and jayvee races will wrap 
up the day beginning at noon.

Th e Jackson River Sports Com-
plex course is extremely fl at, with 
only 67 total feet of elevation and 
a groomed grass surface, multiple 
clean bathrooms, concessions and 
a large parking area. It was the lo-
cation of the 2018 Region 3D and 
2020 Region 2C Championship 
races.

Last Th ursday the Terriers held 
their annual fundraising “Byrd 400.” 
Runners from the team, along with 
family and friends, combined to run 
over 550 miles.

Th e William Byrd volleyball team will host the “Diggin 
at the Dog Pound” tournament this Saturday at William 
Byrd High School. Th e tournament will cap off  a big week 
for the girls after regularly scheduled games on Monday, 
Tuesday and Th ursday. 

Saturday’s volleyball extravaganza will be held at two 
gyms, the main gym and annex gym at Byrd. Teams partic-
ipating include Bassett, Roanoke Catholic, Floyd County, 
Magna  Vista and the host Terriers. Byrd is scheduled to 
play Roanoke Catholic at 9 am, Floyd at 10:15 am, Bas-
sett at 11:30 am and Magna Vista at 2:45 pm. Matches 
will be going on all day and the two most successful teams 
in the round robin format will play for the “Diggin at the 
Dog Pound” championship at 4 pm in the main gym. A 
jayvee “Diggin at the Dog Pound” was held last weekend 
and the Terriers came in fi rst. 

Th e varsity girls have been busy of late. Last Th ursday 
they traveled to Staunton River and picked up a Blue 
Ridge District win in three sets, 25-16, 25-22 and 25-16. 
Mattie Andrews led the off ense with 14 kills and picked 
up 10 digs.  Kamryn Sigafoes put down eight kills while 
serving a pair of aces and Carsyn Kotz dished out 25 as-
sists. 

Th e Terriers went on the road to take on some top-
notch competition early this week and came out with two 
losses. Byrd dropped a three set game at Glenvar on Mon-
day and a four-setter at Franklin County on Tuesday.

Glenvar is one of the favorites to win the state in Class 
2 and on Monday the Highlanders were hitting on all cyl-
inders in a 25-20, 25-15 and 25-12 win. Chloe Harrilla 
and Terran Brown led the Terriers behind the serving line, 
combining for six aces.  Sigafoes led the off ense with six 
kills and eight digs and junior libero Ella Ashworth picked 
up 15 digs. 

A night later the Terriers were back on the bus for a trip 
to Rocky Mount, where the district leading Eagles waited. 
Byrd split the fi rst two sets, falling 25-9 but winning the 
second, 25-21. Th e host team then fi nished strong, taking 
a 25-21 win in the third set and polishing off  the Terriers 
in the fourth, 27-25, as Byrd fell just short of evening the 
match.

Andrews led the off ense with 19 kills. Sigafoes put 
down 11 kills and had 14 digs and  Kotz handed out 29 
assists. 

“Tough losses for us this week,” said coach Allison 
Th ornton. “We’re hoping to turn things around Th ursday 
and in our tournament this weekend.”

Byrd will be back home tonight to host Northside, fol-
lowed by the home tournament on Saturday. Next week 
the Terriers are at William Fleming on Tuesday and at Lord 
Botetourt for a big district match a week from tonight.

William Byrd 
Cross Country 
team will run
in Covington
on Saturday

The William Byrd Junior Varsity volleyball team won their “Diggin’ at the Dog Pound” last weekend in Vinton. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Above, William 
Byrd’s Alexis Helton 
(#6) goes up for a 
block in Monday’s 
match at Glevnvar. 
Left, libero Ella 
Ashworth goes low 
for one of her 15 
digs on the night.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN 
HOFFMAN
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Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.lem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500ng? Call the Virginia Help LMust be 18 or older. P

k in 2021 we will award a local charity from a communityn 20220Every week i a commu itywe will award a local charity

in which we operate a donation of we ope e a donation $1,000. Helping those communitiesse communit s00. Helping 

around us is at the core of our operational philosophy. We trulyaro hy. We trulythe core of our operational philosr operationa

eve that high tides raise all ships and we are dete believe t ermined igh tides raise all ships and we arse all ships and 

value to the communities in which we operate.operateto add va te.e to the communities in which wommunities in wh

e charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back, Gives Back, ves BackThrough the charitable program, Rosie’sble program, R

onial Downs Group has made adeColonial Downs Group has mG

monetary and in-kind donations of more than $1,348,500,

has logged over 2,500 service hours in Virginia communities.rginia communities.com00 s hours inged over 2and h service ho

TOGETHER
WE WIN

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS TO2,005225 00 IN 5IN 52 WWEEKS TO
52 WORTHY CHARITIESHY5255 RTHYWORWO CHARITIES

James Howard
President | VAU Veterans and Athletes Uand AthletAth UnitedPresident | VAU Vetera

“We truly appreciate the generous donation from Rosie’s. It w“We he getruly appreciate pre nation from Rosie’s. It will 

support numerous disabled veterans through our sports program to pportsup bled veled erans througnumerous dis gh our sports program to 

participate in activities such as adaptive skiing and skydiving.”par es suc as adaptive ss adaprticipate in activitie ng and skydiving.”

Tuesday rains cancelled the Blue Ridge District golf tournament this week and it 
will not be made up as the teams practice for the more important Region 3D tourna-
ment next week. 

Th e district was for pride and a trophy, but the regional is when teams have a 
chance to qualify for the state tournament. Th e regional will be at the Draper Valley 
course in Pulaski next Tuesday, September 28, and top two teams and top three indi-
viduals not on those teams will advance to the state tourney.

Th e All-Blue Ridge District team was announced last week and Byrd had two boys 
make the second team, seniors Kendrick South and Griffi  n Horacek.

Today, coach Scott Whitehead will take some non-regulars to Willow Creek in 
Franklin County for a jayvee tournament.

Region 3D golf is Tuesday, 
two are 2nd team All-BRD

Evan Mullen is a junior on the Byrd golf team. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

The Vinton Terriers PeeWee and Junior 
sandlot football teams played Salem 
teams at Spartan Field in Salem last 
Saturday. Left, the Terrier PeeWee 
cheerleaders display a banner they 
made for the team. Below left, 
Riggins Hill of the PeeWees picks 
up some tough yards and, below, 
the Terrier line is ready to fire off 
the ball. In the Junior League game, 
bottom left to right, Bradley Counts 
snatches a pass for nice yardage, 
Zane Taylor finds some running room 
and Con Serreno uncorks a long pass. 
This Saturday the PeeWees are back 
in Salem at noon, the Little team is 
at Bogle Field at 10:30 am and the 
Junior Terriers are at Read Mountain 
at 9 am. 

Sandlot FootballSandlot Football
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