
Vinton deputy police chief; VPD offi  cers sworn-in 

Vinton Mayor Brad Grose 
found himself “bursting with 
pride” during the council 
meeting on November 2 as 
three of Vinton’s police officers 
were recognized during a mov-
ing Promotion and Swearing-

In Ceremony. 
Council Chambers was 

overflowing with families and 
friends of the officers being 
honored. The meeting opened 
with the Presentation of Col-
ors by the Vinton Police De-
partment Color Guard, a mo-
ment of silence, and the Pledge 

of Allegiance. 
Chief Fabricio Drumond 

first introduced Interim Lt. 
Timothy Lawless who was be-
ing promoted to captain and 
deputy chief of police. The 
deputy chief is the senior rank-
ing officer of the Police De-
partment and is responsible for 

the day-to-day responsibilities 
of the operations of the Vinton 
Police Department.

Lawless is a 16 and a half-
year law enforcement profes-
sional who began his career 
with the Town of Bedford Po-
lice Department in 2005. He is 
a graduate of Franklin County 

High School in the Class of 
1999. He is also a graduate 
of Cardinal Criminal Justice 
Academy. 

He is currently pursuing 
his degree in Criminal Justice 
with an anticipated comple-

See Sworn-In, page 4
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Katie Hetherington from William 
Byrd High School won the 2021 
Red Apple Award at the high school 
level.

Golden, Red, and Green Apple award-winning teachers announced

The Roanoke County Pub-
lic Schools Education Founda-
tion announced the winners 
of the 2020 and 2021 Golden 
Apple Awards at the School 

Board office on October 28.  
The Golden Apple Award is 

the highest honor that is pre-
sented annually to a teacher 
in Roanoke County Public 
Schools. Red Apple awards are 
presented to the top educator 
at each instructional level—

elementary, middle, and high 
school. Green Apple Awards 
go to educators who have been 
teaching three years or less.

The awards were presented 
by Kim Frampton, president 
of the RCPS Education Foun-
dation. First Team Auto spon-

sors the Golden Apple Awards 
program.

Awards were presented for 
both 2020 and 2021 since the 
pandemic prevented the annu-
al awards ceremony in 2020.

The 2021 Golden Apple 
Award winner is Mandy 

Churchill from Clearbrook. 
She teaches second grade 
at Clearbrook Elementary 
School.  She has been teach-
ing for five years.  Churchill 
says she finds ways for her 

See Apple Awards, page 2

Delayed Downtown Trick or Treat draws hundreds
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Krista Lyle from Mount Pleasant 
Elementary won the 2021 Red Apple 
award on the elementary level.
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Vinton Town Council   was honored to witness the swearing in of three law 
enforcement officers along with the introduction of two new officers by Vinton 
Police Chief Fabricio Drumond. Shown left to right are Officer Trey Postles, Officer 
Milton Clark, Captain and Deputy Chief Tim Lawless, Officer Brandon Charlton, and 
Officer Trey Boyd.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Captain Tim Lawless was promoted to captain and sworn in by Town Clerk Susan 
Johnson (right) as his wife Megan and daughter Lacy look on.

RCPS Apple Award winners for 2020 included (left to right) Red Apple winner Nola Causey from 
W.E. Cundiff Elementary, Green Apple winner Allison Underwood from Bonsack Elementary, 
Golden Apple winner Marianne Nester from Bonsack Elementary, and Red Apple winner Chris 
Overfelt from BCAT.

Luigi (Ethan Dailey) trick or treats at Cornerstone 
Antiques with Frank Stone during Vinton’s Downtown 
Trick or Treat 2021.

Town of Vinton employees (left to right) the Evil Queen 
from Snow White (Amanda Payne), Maleficent   (Donna 
Collins), Ursula (Dana Boyd), and Cruella (Chasity 
Barbour) put in an appearance at the Vinton  Downtown 
Trick or Treat.

Dinosaurs invaded Vinton to Trick or Treat.

Cabbage Patch Kid.

Despite the inclement 
weather delay, postponing 
Downtown Trick or Treat 
in Vinton from Th ursday, 
October 28 to Monday, 
November 1, the crowds 
came – estimated at over 
500 children with their 
families.

Th e Town of Vinton, 
the Vinton Area Cham-

ber of Commerce, and 
local merchants and orga-
nizations hosted the event 
throughout the downtown 
area, with streets blocked 
off  from Washington Av-
enue to Jeff erson, and from 
Maple Street to Walnut Av-
enue.

Many downtown busi-
nesses handed out treats 
on their doorsteps, with 
many of the owners and 
their employees in cos-
tume with their storefronts 
decorated. Corridor busi-
nesses, churches, and civic 
organizations also set up 
tables along the downtown 
streets to participate.

Downtown Trick or 
Treat is tradition that spans 
the decades in Vinton.

Chamber of Commerce 

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Volunteers at the Vinton History 
Museum distributed treats.

See Trick or Treat, page 2
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Nuclear undersea weapon
 5. President of Syria al-__
10. Partner to fl ows
14. “Snow” in Welsh
15. Famed Mexican painter
16. Song
17. ticks outward from the 
crown
18. Doddering
19. Resist authority (slang)
20. Antsy
22. Wrath
23. Spills the beans
24. Past
27. The woman
30. One has 24 hours
31. Talk
32. It can sting
35. Astronomy unit
37. Halfway
38. Chinese dynasty
39. Australian river
40. Software to transfer audio 
(abbr.)

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

41. Fabric
42. Crucifi x
43. Defunct European 
economic group
44. “Hotel California” 
rockers
45. Michael Knight’s car
46. Actress Ryan
47. A digital tape recording 
of sound
48. Insecticide
49. Scientifi c instrument
52. Golden-__ corn
55. Israeli city __ Aviv
56. Sword
60. Ottoman military title
61. Aromatic plants
63. Cold wind
64. Large, semiaquatic 
reptile (slang)
65. Political unit
66. Indiscreetly reveal 
secrets
67. Comfort food dish
68. Actress Zellweger

69. Romanian city
CLUES DOWN
 1. One point east of southeast
 2. Italian monetary unit
 3. Warship prison
 4. Tropical American tree
 5. Alias
 6. Normal or sound powers 
of mind
 7. English county
 8. Not compatible with
 9. Female deer
10. Not late
11. La __ Tar Pits, Hollywood
12. “Jupiter’s Legacy” actress 
Leslie
13. Impudence
21. Advises
23. Founder of Babism
25. A baglike structure in a 
plant or animal
26. Male parent
27. A type of plug
28. Capital of Vietnam
29. Fungal disease

32. Shelter
33. Finished
34. Excrete
36. Unhappy
37. Partner to cheese
38. Coffee receptacle
40. Spend time dully
41. Makes full
43. Snakelike fi sh
44. Take in solid food
46. __ student, learns healing
47. A way to take away
49. Impart a lesson to
50. “Transformers” actress Fox
51. Spiritual leader
52. Every one of two or more 
things
53. Indian city
54. 17th stars
57. Weapon
58. Amounts of time
59. Isodor __, American Nobel 
physicist
61. Soviet Socialist Republic
62. Witness

Walnut Avenue Road closes for pipe repair week of Nov. 8
Beginning on Monday, Nov. 8, 

both directions of Walnut Avenue in 
downtown Vinton will be closed to all 
traffic while the Department of Public 
Works repairs a stormwater pipe and 
structures under the road. 

According to the Town of Vinton, 
the needed repairs were identified dur-
ing a recent inspection and are being 
expedited to help ensure that no dam-
age occurs to the road. The repairs are 
expected to last approximately one 
week, depending on the weather. 

Message boards and signage will be 
in place in advance of the closure. 

All traffic will have to detour 
around the construction site near the 
intersection of Walnut Avenue and 1st 
Street. 

Drivers should be advised of the 
following: 

• Traffic coming from the City of 
Roanoke seeking to enter, or pass 
through, downtown on eastbound 

Walnut Avenue should detour on 
8th Street through Midway or on 3rd 
Street and 2nd Street. 

• Traffic coming from Vinton and 
Roanoke County seeking to pass 
through downtown on westbound 
Walnut Avenue should detour on S. 
Pollard Street to Virginia Avenue. 

• No through traffic will be allowed 
on W. Lee Avenue or W. Jackson Av-
enue. 

• No through traffic will be allowed 
on 1st Street beyond its intersection 
with W. Cleveland Avenue

• Access to downtown business-
es and parking will be maintained 
throughout the construction. 

Anyone who normally travels on 
Walnut Avenue should allow addi-
tional time for trips during the con-
struction, especially during peak rush 
hours. The Town of Vinton apolo-
gizes for the inconveniences this may 
cause.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF VINTON
Walnut Avenue, a main thoroughfare in Vinton, will be closed for stormwater pipe 
repairs beginning November 8.

Incumbent Linden retains seat on School Board
According to pre-

liminary election results 
from the Virginia De-
partment of Elections, 
David Linden, who 
represents the Hollins 
District (and Bonsack 
Elementary School), has 
retained his seat on the 
Roanoke County School 
Board (with 52% of the 
vote), defeating former 
School Board member 
Jerry Canada. 

Tim Greenway, who 
represented the Vinton 
Magisterial District on 
the board, ran unop-
posed. 

Current School Board 

Chairman Jason Moretz 
apparently has been un-
seated by Linda Facciani, 
who won 60% of the 
vote. 

Brent Hudson was 
elected to serve the Ca-
tawba District with 69% 
of the vote, filling a seat 
vacated by Don Butzer in 
June, and filled in the in-
terim by David Wymer.

Phil North – Hollins 
District, and Jason Peters 
– Vinton District, both 
ran unopposed and will 
continue to serve on the 
Roanoke County Board 
of Supervisors.

Chris Head, who rep-

resents District 17 (Roa-
noke, Vinton, Hollins, 
Cave Spring) in the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates, 
also ran unopposed.

Across Virginia, voters 
overwhelming supported 
sales tax increases (where 
permitted) and school 
bonds for the construc-
tion and renovations to 
schools.

Of interest to the lo-
cal gaming industry, vot-
ers in the City of Em-
poria voted to permit 
Off-Track Pari-Mutuel 
Wagering, while 53% of 
Amherst County voters 
did not support wager-

ing in satellite facilities. 
The City of Richmond 
turned down casino 
gaming.

Dean Davison, a 
member of the Liber-
tarian Party of Virginia, 
with ties to Vinton, was 
defeated by Terry Aus-
tin in the race for the 
House of Delegates in 
District 19, which in-
cludes parts of Bedford 
and Botetourt Coun-
ties, and Covington. He 
ran an enthusiastic cam-
paign which brought 
name recognition to the 
Libertarian Party and its 
platform. SUBMITTED PHOTODavid Linden

and 2021 Apple Awards 
went to teachers in 
Vinton, Bonsack, and 
Mount Pleasant schools.

“Bonsack is proud of 
Marianne Nester win-
ning the Golden Apple 
and Allison Underwood 
the Green Apple,” said 
Principal Leanne Left-
wich. “Marianne is an 
educator who has high 
expectations of all her 
students and the staff 
that works with them.  
She is well deserving of 
being the Golden Apple 
Winner. She sets a stan-
dard which all educators 
should strive to attain.  
A perfect example is the 
role model she set for our 
Green Apple Winner, Al-
lison Underwood.  Mari-
anne and Allison taught 
in the third grade the 
year they won the presti-
gious award.  Both have 
been team players and al-
ways strive to be abreast 
of current educational 
practices while foster-
ing positive relationships 
with students, parents, 
and the Bonsack com-
munity.  Allison grew up 
knowing she wanted to 
be an educator at a very 
early age.  Both women 
find joy in education.”

“I am lucky to work 
alongside Krista Lyle,” 
said Mount Pleasant 
Principal Dana Stevens. 
“She is an amazing teach-
er who works tirelessly to 
build positive relation-
ships with students and 
parents.  Her parents 
trust her, and her stu-

dents adore her.  When 
you are in her class and 
watching her deliver in-
struction to her students 
in an engaging way, you 
don’t want to leave. She 
sets high expectations 
for her students and sup-
ports them along the way 
until they reach those 
goals.  The Mount Pleas-
ant community is lucky 
to have her. “

“Katie [Hetherington] 
is passionate about her 
students succeeding,” 
said Tammy Newcomb, 
principal at William 
Byrd High School. “She 
goes the extra mile to en-
sure students are learning 
and they are included as 
part of the classroom.” 

“Mandy Rupe is one 
of the most amazing 
teachers with whom I 
have been associated dur-
ing my time at WBMS,” 
said Principal Todd Ka-
geals. “She plans indi-
vidualized lessons for 
all of her students based 
on their needs.  Mandy 
never takes the easy road, 
but rather always takes 
the path that will result 
in the greatest learning 
for her students.  Mandy 
spends countless hours 
after school to ensure 
that each of her students 
has lessons and materi-
als that meet their indi-
vidual needs. Through 
her hard work and dedi-
cation, Mrs. Rupe helps 
develop students who are 
independent and respon-
sible.  Mandy is an asset 
to WBMS and our com-

munity.”
“We are so proud of 

Nola [Causey] for being 
named RCPS’ 2020 Red 
Apple Award recipient!” 
said W. E. Cundiff Prin-
cipal Ashley McCallum. 
“She is an amazing teach-
er, role-model, innova-
tor, and leader amongst 
her colleagues at W.E. 
Cundiff Elementary. We 
are blessed to have her 
on staff at TEAM CUN-
DIFF!”

The Roanoke County 
Education Foundation 
was created in 1991 as a 
501 (c) 3 non-profit or-
ganization to help young 
people in Roanoke 
County Public Schools 
meet some of their edu-
cational and personal 
goals. Their mission 
is to promote the ad-
vancement and further 
the aims and goals of 
Roanoke County Public 
Schools through the de-
velopment and applica-
tion of donated financial 
resources.  They provide 
student scholarships 
for graduating seniors, 
classroom grants for in-
novative teaching ideas, 
and assist with financial 
support for educational 
initiatives.

Support for these 
programs comes from 
corporate and private 
contributions.  To make 
a donation, go online 
to http://www.sup-
portroanokecountyed.
org or call Chuck Lion-
berger at 540-562-3900 
ext. 10262.

students to satisfy their 
own curiosity while she 
creates clear goals for her 
students’ level of success.  
She says that by provid-
ing choices, students 
have a higher level of en-
gagement and a greater 
degree of ownership and 
responsibility in their 
learning.

The 2020 Golden 
Apple Award winner is 
Marianne Nester from 
Bonsack Elementary. She 
is a third-grade teacher 
and has been teaching 
for 32 years.  Nester 
says she prides herself in 
making active and fun 
math lessons for her stu-
dents each day to make 
her students’ learning ex-
periences engaging and 
purposeful.

 The 2021 Red Apple 
Award winners are:

Elementary Level—
Krista Lyle from Mount 
Pleasant Elementary

Middle School Lev-
el—Paige Mitchem from 
Cave Spring Middle

High School Level—
Katie Hetherington 
from William Byrd High 
School

The 2020 Red Apple 
Award winners are:

Elementary Level—
Nola Causey from W. E. 
Cundiff

Middle School Lev-
el—Amanda Rupe from 
William Byrd Middle 
School

High School Level—
Chris Overfelt from Bur-
ton Center for Arts and 
Technology

The 2021 Green 
Apple Award winner is: 
Tessa Urgo from Penn 
Forest Elementary

The 2020 Green Ap-
ple Award winner is: Al-
lison Underwood from 
Bonsack Elementary 

“We are so proud of 
our 2020 and 2021 win-
ners,” said Frampton. 
“Each year, the process 
of selecting our winners 
becomes more and more 
challenging.  We were 
very impressed with how 

all our winners work to 
make learning fun and 
engaging.  We also would 
like to thank First Team 
Auto for sponsoring the 
Golden Apple Awards. 
With their support, we 
are able to provide finan-
cial prizes for each of our 
winners,” Frampton said.

Each Golden Apple 
Award winner received 
$550, each Red Apple 
Award winner received 
$350, and each Green 
Apple Award winner re-
ceived $250.

“We are thankful to 
the Education Founda-
tion for their continued 
support of our students 
and teachers,” said Dr. 
Ken Nicely, superinten-
dent of Roanoke County 
Public Schools.  “We 
have so many amazing 
and inspirational teach-
ers in Roanoke County 
Public Schools and we’re 
grateful to all our teach-
ers for their continued 
dedication.”

Six of the ten 2020 

Apple Awards

President Justin Davison 
said he was delighted with 
the turnout. He thanked 

the community and the 
Town of Vinton for their 
hard work in putting on 

the annual event – espe-
cially the Public Works 
and Police Departments.

Trick or Treat from page 1

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
For some, Downtown Trick or Treat was a family costume adventure.
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Th e focus of Vinton 
Town Council at the 
meeting on November 
2 was on employees, be-
ginning with the Police 
Department, but also 
welcoming two new em-
ployees to the Finance 
Department/Treasurer’s 
Offi  ce.

Finance Director/Trea-
surer Anne Cantrell fi rst 
introduced Kimberly 
Hunter who will serve as 
fi nancial analyst for Vin-
ton. She is a graduate of 
James River High School 
and has lived in Vinton 
since 2010. She attend-
ed classes for Radio and 
Television Broadcasting 
at Virginia Western Com-
munity College, but ulti-
mately decided on a career 
with Walmart. Th ere she 
experienced many job po-
sitions and gained much 
knowledge as a manager/
supervisor for 22 years.

After her retirement 
from Walmart, she spent 
several years at Suburban 
Propane learning utility 
aspects and customer ac-
count management.

Hunter is the mother 
of twin girls and also 
two bonus daughters 
with her engagement to 
Jeff  Ramsey. She enjoys 
spending time with her 
family and participating 
in activities within the 
community. She works 
part-time at the Vinton 
Moose Lodge, and says 
she loves live music, UVA 
athletics, and the Pitts-
burgh Steelers.

Cantrell then intro-
duced Mary Butler, who 
will serve as the Finance 
Offi  ce Customer Ser-
vice representative. She 
has lived in the Roanoke 
County/Vinton area her 
entire life. She is married 
to Brian Butler, a science 
teacher at William Byrd. 
Th eir son Matthew is as-
sistant manager of the 

Vinton Macado’s. Th eir 
daughter lives and works 
in North Carolina. All are 
proud graduates of Wil-
liam Byrd High School. 
She and her family at-
tend and are involved in 
the activities at Campbell 
Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Vinton. Th eir 
family also includes three 
cats and a dog.

Butler has an extensive 
administrative, fi nancial 
and clerical background. 
She has worked with sev-
eral local governments in-
cluding Roanoke County 
and the Town of Trout-
ville, “leading me to want 
to work with the Town of 
Vinton.”

She enjoys planning 
trips and traveling with 
her family.  Her favorite 
vacation spots are Dis-
ney World and the North 
Myrtle Beach area.  Over 
the past few years, the 
family has travelled to the 
Bahamas, Niagara Falls, 
Boston and Key West and 
hope to make a trip out 
west in the near future.  
She is a Virginia Tech 
fan and enjoys watching 
college football and bas-
ketball, especially ACC 
games.

Planning and Zoning 
Director Anita McMil-
lan presented to council 
the 2021 ISA Gold Leaf 
Award from the Interna-
tional Society of Arbo-
riculture for the town’s 
“outstanding Arbor Day 
activities.”

Th e award recognizes 
individuals, organiza-
tions, and communities 
at the local or regional 
level for either outstand-
ing Arbor Day activities 
or for outstanding land-
scape beautifi cation ac-
tivities as submitted by 
an ISA Chapter. Th is is 
an opportunity for ISA 
chapters to acknowledge 
projects which have had 
a signifi cant impact upon 
a community or region, 
usually over a period of 

several years. 
Th e Town of Vinton 

celebrates Arbor Day en-
thusiastically each year, 
including Town Coun-
cil and staff , local school 
children, and the Virginia 
Department of Forestry. 
In 2021, the Arbor Day 
festivities were combined 
with a ribbon-cutting at 
the Glade Creek Green-
way Phase II. 

Th e Town of Vinton 
has been designated a Tree 
City USA Community for 
19 years. To maintain that 
designation, the town is 
required to hold an Arbor 
Day Celebration, along 
with tree plantings and 
tree education outreach 
each year. 

Over the years, town 
staff , led by McMil-
lan, has secured Valley 
Beautiful and Virginia 
Department of Forestry 
grant funding, enabling 
the town to plant trees 
on public properties, in-
cluding the elementary 
schools in Vinton, the 
Vinton History Museum, 
the Wolf Creek and Glade 
Creek Greenways, M.A. 
Banks Park, and on the 
grounds of Vinton Public 
Works, the Vinton War 
Memorial, the Vinton 
Municipal Building, and 
the Craig Avenue Recre-
ation Center.

Council took action to 
dissolve the Vinton Ad-
visory Committee. Town 
Executive Assistant Susan 
Johnson briefed council 
on this topic at the Octo-
ber 19 meeting. Th is com-
mittee was established on 
November 16, 2016, for 
the purpose of reviewing 
the components of the 
Gainsharing Agreement 
and 13 members were ap-
pointed to serve. Due to 
the fact that the commit-
tee never held an organi-
zational meeting, several 
of the members are no 
longer employed by the 
town, and the Gainshar-
ing Agreement has now 

been replaced with an 
MOU dated April 9, 
2019, staff  recommended 
that the Vinton Advisory 
Committee be dissolved. 

Council also took ac-
tion to adopt a resolu-
tion authorizing the town 
manager to execute the 
Emergency Supplemen-
tal Historic Preservation 
Fund (ESHPF) Sub-
Award Agreement and 
the Historic Preservation 
Agreement Deed for the 
Gish Mill Redevelopment 
project from the Virginia 
Department for Historic 
Resources (DHR). Coun-
cil was briefed on these 
agreements at the Octo-
ber 19 meeting.

Th e historic mill is 
slated for mixed-use de-
velopment by Gish Davii, 
LLC, to include lodging/
hospitality, a seasonal 
market, and a restaurant.

Th e ESHPF Sub-
Award Agreement is for 
$250,000 in grant funds 
to be used for the stabili-
zation and repair work to 
be undertaken at the Gish 
Mill site as a part of the 
large revitalization of this 
historic structure as fol-
lows: 

• Structural design and 
engineering plans and 
reviews necessary for the 
fl ood recovery and reha-
bilitative work

• Historic documenta-
tion and application for 
inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places

• Hydrologic and hy-
draulic (H&H) study 
proving no-rise will occur 
in the fl ood heights 

• Repair and stabiliza-
tion construction work 
within the attach scope of 
work document 

Th e scope of the work 
includes $207,500 for 
stabilization and repair; 
$30,000 for the structural 
design for fl ood recovery 
and rehabilitation; $7500 
for the H & H study; and 
$5000 for fi nalizing the 
National Register of His-

toric Places. 
Th e funds will support 

stabilization and repair 
of Gish Mill which was 
damaged by Hurricanes 
Florence and Michael due 
to high water from the 
adjacent Glade Creek. 

Th e scope of work 
for the Stabilization and 
Demolition Plan is to 
provide a two-phase ap-
proach: 

Phase 1--Conduct an 
investigative demolition 
and stabilization (per-
manent and temporary) 
as needed of the existing 
structure to assess condi-
tions and determine the 
existing building com-
ponents that need to be 
repaired or replaced in 
kind. 

Phase 2--During and 
after the investigative 
demolition and stabiliza-
tion phase, provide de-
tailed scope of work for 
building components 
once condition has been 
assessed and appropriate 
treatment determined.

Specifi c actions will in-
clude providing openings 
in the concrete walls in 
some sections to gain ac-
cess to the conditions of 
the interior; carefully re-
moving vegetation (interi-
or and exterior) in a man-
ner that will not damage 

the historic fabric; pro-
viding underpinning in 
some areas for temporary 
stabilization; reinstalling 
loose brick; cleaning and 
repointing historic ma-
sonry and mortar; provid-
ing temporary scaff old-
ing to stabilize the fl oors 
and stairs; removing and 
storing historic fl ooring 
for reinstallation; remov-
ing roof and walls of the 
non-historic addition, re-
taining the concrete slab, 
landing and ramp; and 
providing subgrade bank 
stabilization.

Th e Historic Preserva-
tion Agreement Deed al-
lows for DHR to enforce 
the preservation of any 
historic resources that 
benefi t from a funding 
source like the ESHPF 
grant program.

Town Manager Pete 
Peters noted that repre-
sentatives from DHR and 
the David Hill Studio 
met with town staff  for 
a comprehensive tour of 
Gish Mill last week and 
were “impressed by the 
scale and complexity of 
the project” and the ef-
fort the Town of Vinton 
has put forth to maintain 
the architectural, historic, 
and cultural signifi cance 
of the treasured historic 
property.

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS

APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

Town Council welcomes new Finance Dept. 
employees, approves Gish Mill agreements

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Kimberly Hunter (right) has been hired as Financial 
Analyst for the Town of Vinton. She was introduced to 
council by Treasurer/Finance Director Anne Cantrell 
(left).

Mary Butler (right) has been hired as the Finance 
Officer Customer Service Representative for the Town 
of Vinton. She was introduced by Finance Director/
Treasurer Anne Cantrell at the November 2 Town 
Council meeting.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS 
The Town of Vinton has been awarded the 2021 ISA Gold 
Leaf Award for its outstanding Arbor Day activities.

I hope everyone had a great 
Halloween. I know we did.  
Many thanks to the town and all 
the businesses that participated 
in the Downtown Trick or Treat 
on Monday (we had to postpone 
due to weather issues on Th urs-
day). It was a great turnout!

Congratulations to Kathryn 
Sowers, GFWC Southeastern 
Region Jenny Award fi nalist 
going to GFWC in New Or-
leans next June. Shown here: 
our GFWC Virginia “busy bee” 
receiving her pin from Peggy 
Barnes, SER president, and Mar-

ian St. Clair, GFWC president. 
Presentation of certifi cate was 
from Linda Beatty, GFWC Jen-
ny Award chairman. What a fun 
celebratory evening –all dressed 
up for Halloween at the 2021 
SER dinner meeting at Rocky 
Gap Resort in Flintstone, Md., 

Saturday, Oct. 30.
Th e Vinton Chamber is ac-

cepting application for the Vin-
ton Christmas Parade. Call the 
Chamber offi  ce for more info at 
343-1364 or email angie@vin-
tonchamber.com.

Th e Holiday Season is upon 
us. Th e Vinton History Muse-
um has gift baskets made by the 
volunteers and very reasonably 
priced for a basket full of good-
ies. Stop by the museum and see 
the gift suggestions.  Open Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday, and ev-
ery fi rst Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Angie
Chewning

Filling in for Bootie

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485
or email tfrye@ourvalley.org

to advertise in this space.

Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by off ering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival off ers its own 
unique atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities 
located nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE!

VINTON CHRISTMAS PARADE
Dec 2, 2021 6:00 PM

Downtown Vinton Vinton, Virginia 24179

Annual Christmas parade over 100 entries.

The Parade that kicks off the holiday season!

6PM- Tree lighting ceremony and entertainment 
at the Vinton Municipal Building

7PM Parade

Parade ends at the The Vinton Farmers’ Market where you 
can visit and have pictures taken with Santa and 

Mrs. Claus while enjoying refreshments and entertainment. 

Twin Creeks Brewery and many other downtown 
Vinton Businesses will be open late as well.

USPS 660-020
(540) 473-2741

1633 W. Main St. 
Salem, VA 24153

ourvalley.org

Michael Showell, Publisher ..........................................................
Lynn Hurst, General Manager ..................... lhurst@ourvalley.org
Matt de Simone, Editor ....................fi ncastle.editor@ourvalley.org
Debbie Adams, Staff  Writer........................dadams@ourvalley.org
Brian Hoff man, Sports Editor ................ bhoff man@ourvalley.org
Betty Jo Barger, Copy Editor .....................fi ncastle@ourvalley.org
James "Tucker" Frye, Advertising ................... tfrye@ourvalley.org

Submissions: dadams@ourvalley.org

To subscribe: (540) 473-2741 

The Vinton Messenger (USPS 660-020) is published weekly for 

$44 a year in Vinton and Roanoke County, $48 a year in adjoining 

counties, $52 a year out of state and the yearly bundle is $59 a year 

by Virginia Media Inc.  P.O. Box 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901. Periodical 

postage paid at Vinton, VA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to THE VINTON MESSENGER, P.O. Box 1125, Salem, Va 24153

The Vinton Messenger encourages letters from our readers on topics 
of general interest to the community and responses to our articles 
and columns. Letters must be signed and have a telephone number 
where you can be reached to be considered for publication. All letters 
will be verifi ed by telephone before publication. The Messenger 
reserves the right to deny publication of any letter and edit  letters for 
length content and style.

TheVinton
Messenger

notable mentions of a 
career illustrated by suc-
cess.

“During his service 
time, Lawless has been 
entrusted with many 
critical duties that are 
necessary for the opera-
tions of the Vinton Police 
Department,” Drumond 
said. “Th ose duties are 
Fleet Manager, Systems 
Administrator, Radar 
and Vehicle Calibrations, 
and Range Master.”

During his tenure as a 
senior supervisor, Law-
less successfully applied 
for a competitive federal 
grant that helped fund 
the department’s vision 
of implementing body-
worn cameras.

“Lawless is someone 
who is routinely sought 
after for advice and de-
cision-making both by 
his subordinates and his 
peers and highlights his 
natural ability to lead 
others,” the chief said. 
“Moreover, part of his 
academic curriculum in-
volves leadership styles, 
ethics, and generational 
workforce diff erences. 
Th is is critical to some-
one holding the position 
of second-in-command.”

Lawless was pinned by 
his wife Megan and his 
daughter Lacy and then 
sworn in by Town Clerk 
Susan Johnson as cap-
tain and deputy chief of 
police, promising to sup-
port the Constitutions 
of the United States and 
Virginia, and the Code 
of the Town of Vinton.

Chief Drumond pre-
sented Deputy Chief 
Lawless with a certifi cate 

of promotion to captain 
which stated in part that 
Lawless should always 
set an example for oth-
ers to follow, and main-
tain conduct and profes-
sionalism above reproach 
both on and off  duty, 

In his remarks, Law-
less thanked the Police 
Department and Town 
Council for their trust 
and support, his instruc-
tors for their patience 
and training, and his 
family for their love and 
forbearance during his 
career which involves 
much time away from 
home.

Next on the agenda 
was the swearing in by 
Johnson of two recent 
academy graduates—Of-
fi cer Milton Clark and 
Offi  cer Bradford “Trey” 
Postles.

Offi  cer Clark grew up 
in Vinton and is a 1997 
graduate of William Byrd 
High School. He previ-
ously worked at Norfolk 
Southern for 15 years 
before following his life-
long dream of becoming 
a police offi  cer. 

“While law enforce-
ment is something he 
dreamed of pursuing, 
Vinton was the only 
place he could see himself 
following his dreams,” 
Drumond said. “We are 
blessed to have Offi  cer 
Clark join our ranks and 
serve the very commu-
nity he grew up in.”

Clark was joined by 
his wife Cheryl and their 
three sons, Gavin, Mil-
ton III, and Gage, for the 
swearing in ceremony. 

Offi  cer Postles is a Ro-

anoke native and a 2018 
graduate of William Byrd 
High School. Prior to his 
career with the VPD, he 
worked at Carilion as an 
Emergency Communica-
tions offi  cer. He is also 
a volunteer fi refi ghter/
EMT in Moneta. He 
is a recent graduate of 
Cardinal Criminal Jus-
tice Academy—a major 
milestone in achieving 
his dreams of becoming 
a police offi  cer in Vinton.

Postles was joined for 
his swearing-in by his fi -
ancée Elizabeth.

Drumond then intro-
duced two of the Vinton 
Police Department’s re-
cently certifi ed offi  cers—
Offi  cer Brandon Charl-
ton and Offi  cer William 
“Trey” Boyd.

Offi  cer Charlton be-
gan his career with the 
VPD in October 2021. 
He was born and raised 
in the Salem/Roanoke 
area and is a graduate of 
Salem High School in 
the Class of 2008. He 
attended Virginia West-
ern Community College 
where he obtained a de-
gree in Administration of 
Justice.  Ultimately, he 
pursued a career in law 
enforcement that began 
with the Western Vir-
ginia Regional Jail where 
he remained for fi ve 
years and the Salem Po-
lice Department, where 
he served as an offi  cer for 
fi ve years.

“Offi  cer Charlton 
brings with him 10 
years of law enforce-
ment services and is ex-
cited to be a part of his 
new home, the Vinton 

Police Department,” 
said Drumond. “Offi  cer 
Charlton chose to tran-
sition his career because 
the Vinton Police De-
partment is known to be 
the best department in 
our area. We are thrilled 
to have Offi  cer Charlton 
join our team.”

Offi  cer Boyd has been 
a resident of the Town of 
Vinton for the past 12 
years. He was accompa-
nied to the council meet-
ing by his wife Stephanie 
Th omas Boyd and their 
8-year-old daughter.

“Offi  cer Boyd is well-
known in our commu-
nity and will continue to 
grow with his new career 
with the Vinton Police 
Department,” Drumond 
added. “He is very active 
with knowing the com-
munity he services and 
can’t wait to grow his re-
lationships even further.”

Boyd is a graduate of 
Cardinal Criminal Jus-
tice Academy and began 
his service in Vinton in 
October after serving the 
Town of Bedford Police 
Department.

Offi  cers Boyd and 
Charlton were sworn 
in previously by Town 
Clerk Susan Johnson on 
October 11 in Council 
Chambers.

Councilman Mike 
Stovall, who began a 
career with the Vinton 
Police Department at 
age 19, commented that 
“people move to a com-
munity to be safe” and 
that is why many choose 
to live in Vinton with its 
outstanding police de-
partment.

tion date of February 
2022. In addition to his 
higher education curricu-
lum, Lawless has attend-
ed the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Law En-
forcement Executive De-
velopment Association 
leadership training and 
the Virginia Chief of Po-
lice Association’s Leader-
ship in Changing Times 
training. He holds several 
instructorships, includ-
ing General Instructor, 
Field Training Instructor, 
and Firearms Instructor.

Captain Lawless began 
his career with the Vin-
ton Police Department in 
November 2010 and has 
risen through the ranks—
promoted to corporal in 
May 2012 and shortly 

thereafter attained the 
rank of sergeant. 

“His career with the 
Vinton Police Depart-
ment has been captured 
by signifi cant mile-
stones, recognitions, and 
awards,” Drumond said. 
“Lawless has received the 
department’s highest su-
pervisory achievement—
the Leadership Award—
three times. He has been 
recognized as Offi  cer of 
the Month, Top Gun, and 
received the Life Saving 
Award. In 2015, he was 
recognized by the Offi  ce 
of the Inspector General, 
Department of Health 
and Human Services, for 
his actions during a fed-
eral search warrant opera-
tion. Th ese are only a few 

Officer Milton Clark is sworn in.

Officer Trey Postles is sworn in.

Vinton Town Council welcomed Officer Brandon Charlton to the Vinton Police 
Department.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Town Council welcomed new officer Trey Boyd and his family to the Vinton Police 
Department.

Sworn-In from page 1
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Rosie’s Gaming Em-
porium in Vinton plans 
to open its new expan-
sion and parking garage 
to the public on Decem-
ber 8. Construction has 
moved along according 
to schedule since it be-
gan in earnest in March 
2021 with the goal of 
opening by the end of 
December.

Carpet is being laid in 
the smoking room and 
the new gaming area. 
(The smoking room is 
separated from the rest 
of the building, has its 
own HVAC system, and 
a massive Smokemaster 
ventilation system in 
the ceiling to remove 
smoke.)

New games are arriv-
ing this week for instal-
lation. The total num-
ber of games will then 
be about 500 – up from 
the current 150. TVs 
and cameras are being 
installed on the walls in 
the regular gaming and 
smoking rooms, along 
with light fixtures in the 
ceilings. Wiring is being 
completed under the 
raised flooring in the 
gaming areas for easy 
access and flexibility in 
keeping up with gaming 
trends.

Rosie’s Marketing 
Manager Jeff Spaugh 
says the lighting, color 
schemes, and patterns 
in the Vinton Rosie’s 
are the same as in all 
other Rosie’s locations 
for the purpose of brand 
recognition – “you al-
ways know you are in a 
Rosie’s.”

Still left to complete 
is a covered walkway 
from the parking garage 
to the main entrance. 
The parking lots and 
access road are left to 
pave. The plywood wall 
erected between the old 
space and the expansion 

will be opened up par-
tially this week to pro-
vide access for bringing 
in the new games and 
will then be totally re-
moved prior to opening 
to create one large non-
smoking space.

With the addition of 
an eye-catching, circular 
new bar with antiqued 
copper ceiling tiles, 
Rosie’s plans to expand 
its musical entertain-
ment to every Friday 
and Saturday night, plus 
other nights during the 
grand opening weeks – 
about 12 shows total in 
December. Rosie’s has 
been working with J.D. 
Sutphin of Big Lick En-
tertainment on booking 
acts.

In December 2018, 
ground was ceremoni-
ally broken by the Co-
lonial Downs Group for 
the opening of Rosie’s 
Gaming Emporium in 
Vinton. Extensive inte-
rior and exterior renova-
tions followed. Rosie’s 
initially opened in May 
2019 and became an in-
stant success, drawing 
not just local custom-
ers, but groups from 
the outside the region, 
including steady cus-
tomers from Lynchburg, 
Christiansburg, and 
even North Carolina. 

Just a few months 
later, in November 2020 
– and despite COVID – 
Rosie’s announced the 
current expansion, add-
ing 18,000 square feet 
to the existing 15,200 
square foot facility. This 
allows Rosie’s to more 
than triple the number 
of Historic Horseracing 
Terminals (gaming ma-
chines).

A green room has 
been added for per-
formers, along with a 
lift which will make the 
stage itself ADA accessi-

ble for performers with 
special needs. The stage 
can also be reached by a 
staircase. 

The restaurant is 
not being replaced but 
tables are being added. 
The current bar will re-
main open, in addition 
to the new one in the 
stage area. 

A good deal of storage 
space has been added. 
All facility basics – rest-
rooms and mechanicals 
– have been upgraded. 
An administrative of-
fice area has been added 
with several private of-
fices, a security dispatch 
room, and a training 
room. 

There will now be a 
separate entrance at the 
rear of the building for 
employees.

The new three-story 
parking garage includes 
about 280 parking spac-
es, and an elevator, and 
is ADA accessible. ADA 
and VIP parking are lo-
cated on the first level 
of the garage. The ga-
rage elevator is located 
in the front corner with 
a staircase in the rear. In 
addition to the parking 
garage (which has an ad-
ditional rear entrance), 
there is overflow park-
ing behind and around 
the building.

Colonial Downs is 
making an investment 
of about $28 million 
with the expansion, with 
about 30 jobs to be add-
ed. Rosie’s has been able 
to remain open during 
construction with little 
decline in business.

C.K. Bosworth is the 
general contractor for 
the job. Ernie Della-
verson continues as the 
general manager of the 
Vinton Rosie’s Gaming 
Emporium and is now 
the regional general 
manager for Rosie’s.
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YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY 
YOU LIKE IT!

William Byrd hosts VHSL Region 3D Competition Cheer Tournament
The William Byrd High 

School parking lot was 
packed all day on October 
30 with events involving its 
own students and those from 
around the region.

First up was the Virginia 
High School League (VHSL) 
Region 3D Competition 
Cheer Tournament from 8 
a.m. to noon, followed by 
the Blue Ridge Festival of the 

Bands from noon to 8 p.m.
Eight teams participated 

in the Cheer Competition 
including Staunton River, 
Cave Spring, Hidden Valley, 
Bassett, Christiansburg, Lord 
Botetourt, Northside, and 
William Byrd High Schools.

The four teams with the 
top scores from the first early 
morning rounds competed in 
a second round to determine 

which two would advance to 
the state competition. 

The teams which advanced 
to state were Cave Spring, 
Lord Botetourt, Northside, 
and William Byrd. (The 
scores from the first round 
were not counted in the sec-
ond round.)

At the end of the second 
round, Cave Spring High 
School won first place in the 

tournament with 261 points, 
and was named the 2021 Re-
gion 3D Champions and will 
compete in the state finals. 
Northside High School was 
named runner-up with 258 
points and will go on to the 
state competition in Rich-
mond on November 6. Lord 
Botetourt accumulated 241 
points to take third place; 
and William Byrd accumulat-

ed 196 points to place fourth. 
Individual William Byrd 

competition cheerleaders 
named to the First Team in 
Region 3D were Jasia Wheel-
er and Remi FiGart; named 
to the Second Team for Re-
gion 3D were Emma Kageals 
and Olivia Staten.

Dee-Anne Dillon is the 
William Byrd Competition 
Cheer coach.

The William Byrd High School Competition Cheer team participated in the Region 3D 
tournament at the school on October 30.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Kelly Reed from Lord Botetourt showed her school spirit during the Region 3D 
Competition Cheer Tournament.

Vinton Rosie’s plans to open expansion on December 8

Rosie’s Gaming Emporium in Vinton plans to open its expansion and parking garage 
to the public on December 8. One of the final steps is installation of the traditional 
red and black Rosie’s carpeting in the non-smoking and smoking gaming areas.

An awning is being constructed between the parking garage and main area of the
building.

 PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS Giant screen TVs will line the walls in the gaming areas.
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Vinton Worship
Directory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Ja-
son Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is lo-
cated at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 
1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 

School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@veri-
zon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 

7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 
9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

CONSEQUENCES
Read 2 Kings 14:26–29;
Amos 1:1 through 2:16

Perhaps we learned it in the principal’s offi ce after committing 
a misdeed or when a traffi c court judge determined the fi ne for 
our traffi c infraction. But at some point, we all learned that our 
actions have consequences.

God judged Israel’s neighbors for atrocities they committed. 
When His attention turned to His chosen people, their “crimes” 
centered on how they had treated the living God as well as their 
fellow countrymen. Judah and Israel were living in moral de-
terioration. Because they have rejected the law of the Lord and 
have not kept his decrees, because they have been led astray by 
false gods, the gods their ancestors followed, I will send fi re on 
Judah that will consume the fortresses of Jerusalem
(Amos 2:4,5).

Our attitude toward God and His Word has consequences. If 
we follow the instructions He has so plainly laid out for us, 
He promises blessing. The reverse is also true. If we persist in 
ignoring what He wants us to do, we will have to live with the 
consequences which may not be very pleasant. God leaves the 
choice to us.

Challenge for Today: Keep what God says in His Word front 
and center in your life.

Quicklook: Amos 2:4–16

Mount Pleasant UMC recognizes MPE staff
Earlier this year, members of 

Mount Pleasant United Meth-
odist Church presented over 60 
gift cards to all teachers and staff  
at Mount Pleasant Elementary 
School. Each year the church 
dedicates 100 percent of a spe-
cial outreach off ering to needs 
beyond the church family. 

Previous recipients have in-
cluded global clean water ini-
tiatives and the Blue Ridge 
Women’s Center. Th is year, the 
church wanted to show appre-
ciation for the eff orts of workers 
at “the school across the street.” 

“Th e church has a long his-
tory of working hand in hand 
with the school,” said Pastor 
Robert Stutes. “We collect food 
for the weekend backpack food 
ministry. We off er overfl ow 
parking spaces on special days. 
Volunteers have helped serve 
food at back-to-school nights 
and at fi fth grade graduation. 
Students from the school have 
done musical presentations at 
our community-based senior 
adult group.” 

During the last year and a 
half, many of these hands-on 

eff orts haven’t happened. Th e 
church decided to express its ap-
preciation to staff  members who 
have worked tirelessly and cre-
atively during the pandemic by 
presenting each Mount Pleasant 
Elementary staff  person with a 
$25 gift card to Chris’s Coff ee 
and Custard, located at 1824 
Ninth St. SE, a new area busi-
ness which is itself a “wonderful 
form of outreach.” 

Chris’s opened in 2021 at a 
location in the old plant now 
known as Roanoke Industrial 
Center. 

Pastor Stutes explains, “Previ-
ously, there was no coff ee shop 
serving this part of town. Th e 
business creates opportunities 
for gainful and meaningful em-
ployment for individuals with 
intellectual, developmental, and 
physical disabilities.

“The business is named 
for Chris Woodrum, a young 
adult with Down Syndrome. 
He and his mom Beth de-
veloped the shop as a way to 
help bridge the gap between 
the community and the peo-
ple with intellectual, devel-

opmental, and physical dis-
abilities who are integrating 
themselves in the workplace 
and everyday life – becoming 
more valued, accepted, and 
included in our local commu-
nity,” he said.

Despite the pandemic, 
the church, located at 3035 
Mount Pleasant Boulevard, 
continues to offer both on-
site and online worship ex-
periences. Check the website 
(mpumc.church) or church 
Facebook page (@mpumcroa-
noke) for more information.

Mount Pleasant UMC presented gift certificates to Chris’s Coffee & Custard to the staff at Mount Pleasant 
Elementary School. Shown left to right are Mount Pleasant Elementary School Assistant Principal Stephanie 
Burris, MPUMC lay leader (and longtime teacher at MPES) Jenny Basham, MPUMC Pastor Robert Stutes, and 
Mount Pleasant Principal Dana Stevens

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Beth Woodrum and Chris Woodrum at Chris’s Coffee & 
Custard.

Submit your community news and photos 
to vintonmessenger@ourvalley.org
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two
CROSSWORD ANSWERS

William Byrd hosts Blue Ridge Festival of Bands

Th e William Byrd High 
School Marching Terriers 
hosted their 24th annual 
band festival on October 
30.

Th e festival, founded by 
the late David Vail, former 
band director at WBHS, 
was originally called the 
Preview of Champions 
and was the fi rst band 
competition in the area 
each Fall marching season. 
In 2019, it was renamed 
as the Blue Ridge Festival 
of Bands. Th e event is or-
ganized as a fundraiser by 
the WBHS Band Boosters, 
band staff , and students 
and showcases the talents 
of marching bands from 
across the region.

Bands are judged on 
their musical perfor-
mance, their marching 
form and precision, gen-
eral eff ect (showmanship, 
guard work, diffi  culty lev-
el, communication with 
the audience, visuals, and 
transitions) and given a 
rating of superior, excel-
lent, or good in the adju-
dication. Awards are pre-
sented for Drum Major, 
Color Guard, Percussion, 
General Eff ect, Marching, 
Music, and Overall Perfor-
mance. Champions of the 
festival are named.

Eighteen bands partici-
pated in this year’s event – 
17 in competition and the 
WBHS Marching Terriers 
in exhibition. 

Bands are classifi ed by 
the number of students 
in the band, including the 
Color Guard with Class A 
having the fewest mem-
bers. Th e event was di-
vided into afternoon and 
evening performances.

Eleven Class A and AA 
bands performed in the 
afternoon; six Class AAA 
and AAAA bands com-
peted in the evening. Th e 
Marching Terriers per-
formed in exhibition at 
the end of the evening as 
judges’ scores were being 
tabulated.

Competing bands in 
Class A this year represent-
ed Altavista Combined, 
James River, Randolph 
Henry, Stuarts Draft, Wil-
liam Campbell, and Rust-
burg. 

Class AA bands came 
from Dan River, Liberty 
High School, Liberty 
Christian Academy, Cha-
tham, and Glenvar.

Altavista Combined 
performed “Th e Black Pa-
rade,” a musical program 
centered eff ectively and 
entertainingly around the 
COVID pandemic.  Katie 
Wood is the band director 
for “Th e Pride of Altavis-
ta.” Drum Major is Jayla 
Smith.

James River performed 
“Pursuit of the Th rone,” 
complete with sword 
fi ghts. Th e band director 
is Kevin English. Captains 
are Bailey Daniels and 
Seth Spickard.

Randolph Henry High 
School presented the pro-
gram which included “We 
Will Rock You,” “White 
Rabbit,” “Stairway to 
Heaven,” and “I Feel Free/
Th e Letter.” Th e band di-
rector is Kevin Reamey.

Th e “Draft Express” 
from Stuarts Draft High 
School performed “Accu-
mulation.” Andrew Fauber 
is the band director. Drum 
Major is Will Coff ey.

Th e Marching Generals 
from William Campbell 
Combined School pre-
sented “Th ere’s No Place 
Like Home” with musical 
selections, props, and cos-
tumes from “Th e Wizard 
of Oz.” Trevor Musser is 
the band director. Drum 
Major is Madison Roakes.

Th e Marching Red Dev-
ils from Rustberg High 
School performed “Pican-
te.” Th eir band director is 
Joseph Ayers. Phoenix Irby 
is the Drum Major.

Th e Marching Wild-
cats from Dan River High 
School presented the pro-
gram “Vampires” complete 
with a coffi  n. Maxten Artis 
is the band director; Pres-
ton Alvis, Drum Major.

Th e Marching Minute-

men from Liberty High 
School performed “Tail of 
the Beast.” Th e band di-
rector is Will Satterwhite. 
Hannah Carter is the 
Drum Major.

Th e Liberty Christian 
Academy Marching Bull-
dogs performed “Some-
thing New.” Band director 
is Larry Seipp. Drum Ma-
jor is Sam Shepard.

Th e Marching Cava-
liers from Chatham High 
School performed “Th e 
Knights of Camelot.” Earl 
Brooks is the band direc-
tor, with Drum Major Ci-
arra Keen.

Glenvar High School’s 
Marching Highlanders 
presented their dynamic 
program “Good Riddance 
(Time of Your Life),” 
which included not just a 
Color Guard but a baton 
twirler. Band Director is 
Colt Campbell. Drum 
Major is Ky Yeoman.

Awards for Class A and 
Class AA were announced 
at the end of the afternoon 
session.

Th e Marching Bulldogs 
of Liberty Christian Acad-
emy were named as Grand 
Champions of the Blue 
Ridge Festival of Bands for 
the combined Class A and 
AA.

In Overall Performance, 
in Class A, Stuarts Draft 
placed fi rst; James River 
High School, second; 
Rustberg High School, 
third; William Campbell 
High School, fourth; Alta-
vista Combined, fi fth; and 
Randolph Henry High 
School, sixth.

In Overall Performance 
in Class AA, Liberty Chris-
tian Academy placed fi rst; 
Glenvar High School, sec-
ond; Liberty High School, 
third; Chatham High 
School, fourth; and Dan 
River High School, fi fth.

Other awards for Class 
A were:

Drum Major: fi rst 
place, William Camp-
bell High School; second 
place, James River High 
School

Color Guard: fi rst 
place, Stuarts Draft; sec-
ond place, James River 
High School

Percussion: fi rst place, 
Stuarts Draft; second 
place, Rustberg

General Eff ect: fi rst 
place, Stuarts Draft; sec-
ond place, James River 
High School

Marching: fi rst place, 
Stuarts Draft; second place 
James River High School

Music: fi rst place, Stu-
arts Draft; second place 
James River High School

Other awards for Class 
AA bands were Liberty 
Christian Academy in fi rst 
place and Glenvar High 
School in second place in 
the categories of Drum 
Major, Color Guard, Per-
cussion, General Eff ect, 
Marching, and Music.

Th e Band of the Day 
for Classes A and AA – as 
voted on by monetary do-
nations from parents of 
the band and spectators 
– was James River High 
School. 

Bands in Class AAA 
included Floyd County, 
E. C. Glass, and Radford. 
Class AAAA bands per-
forming were Lord Bote-
tourt, Patrick County, and 
Cave Spring.

Th e Pride of Floyd band 
from Floyd County High 
School presented “Surf ’s 
Up.” Th e band director is 
Jay Durner. Drum Major 
is Karlie Carico.

E. C. Glass High 
School—home of the 
Marching Hilltoppers—
performed “Blue Christ-
mas.” Th e band director is 
Russel Pawlas. Drum Ma-
jor is Cameron Pfl ieger.

Th e Radford Regiment 
band from Radford High 
School performed “Lost & 
Found.” Th e band director 
is Daniel Frankenberger. 
Maggie Dent is the Drum 
Major.

Th e Lord Botetourt 
High School Marching 
Cavaliers presented a nos-
talgic program, “Where 
I Call Home,” featur-
ing “Simple Gifts” and 
“Oh, Shenandoah,” cre-
ated as a tribute to the 

250th anniversary of Bo-
tetourt County, refl ecting 
the county’s heritage and 
landscape. Chris Caldwell 
is the band director. Cap-
tains are Sophie Graham 
and Jordan Shrewsbury.

Th e Marching Cougars 
from Patrick County High 
School performed the 
unique “Cyborg Sympho-
ny,” based on a theme of 
technology clashing with 
the pandemic. Th eir band 
director is Joseph Whitt. 
Willow Kelley is the Drum 
Major.

Th e Marching Knights 
from Cave Spring High 
School performed an elab-
orate “Viva Las Vegas.” 
Brian Quakenbush is the 
band director. Drum Ma-
jors are Jack Horton and 
Hailey Lipscomb.

Th e Blue Ridge Festival 
of Bands Champion for 
Classes AAA and AAAA 
was Cave Spring High 
School.

In Overall Performance 
in Class AAA, E. C. Glass 
High School came in fi rst 
place; Floyd County High 
school in second.

In Overall Performance 
in Class AAAA, Cave 
Spring High School won 
fi rst place; Radford High 
School, second place; Pat-
rick County High School, 
third place; and Lord Bo-
tetourt, fourth place. 

Th e Band of the Day 
award for Classes AAA and 
AAAA combined – as vot-
ed on by the audience with 
donations – was Floyd 
County High School.

In other Class AAA 
awards E.C. Glass placed 
fi rst and Floyd County 
second in the categories 
of Drum Major, Color 
Guard, Percussion, Gen-
eral Eff ect, Marching, and 
Music.

In Class AAAA other 
awards included:

Drum Major: Lord Bo-
tetourt, fi rst place; Patrick 
County, second place

Color Guard: Patrick 
County, fi rst place; Cave 
Spring High School, sec-
ond

Percussion: Lord Bote-
tourt, fi rst; Radford High 
school, second

General Eff ect: Cave 
Spring, fi rst; Radford, sec-
ond

Marching: Cave 
Spring, fi rst; Lord Bote-
tourt, second

Music: Patrick County, 
fi rst place; Cave Spring, 
second

Th e Marching Terriers 
performed this season’s 
program, “Escape from 
the Mind” to close out 
the festival. Dan Plybon 
is the band director with 
Denise Aspell as assis-
tant Director. Percussion 
instructor is Dewayne 
Peters. Color Guard in-
structor is Keagan Vick-
ers.

William Byrd stu-
dent leadership includes 
Drum Major Jonah 
Bowser, Brass Captain 
Johnathan Ham, Wood-
wind Captain Latriva 
Pierce, Percussion Cap-
tain Tre Cossaboon and 
Color Guard Captain 
Ema Fay.

Judges for the 2021 
Blue Ridge Festival of 
Bands were Harry Farm-
er (judging Music), Mike 
Hand (General Eff ect), 
Darrell Pearman (Vi-
sual), Michael Tingler 
(Percussion), Whitney 
Puckett (Color Guard), 
and David Miller (Drum 
Major). 

William Byrd Band 
Booster offi  cers who fa-
cilitated the festival in-
clude President Suzanne 
Bowser, Vice President 
Troy Ham, Secretary 
Amy Trogden, Treasurer 
Heather Wray, and Fund-
raising Chair Erica Jones.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

The Glenvar High School Marching Highlanders perform “Good Riddance (Time of 
Your Life).”

The Color Guard of the Marching Cougars of Patrick County High School 
performed “Cyborg Symphony.”

Cave Spring High School was named Champion in Classes AAA and AAAA at the Blue 
Ridge Festival of Bands for the performance of “Viva Las Vegas.”

Liberty Christian Academy band leaders accept their award as Champion in the Blue 
Ridge Band Festival for Classes A and AA.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The performance of “Pursuit of the Throne” by James River High School included 
a sword fight.
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Want to keep up with local 
news, sports and events?
SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

CALL NOW to advertise   389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

BAG 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

B U S I N E S S 
S E R V I C E S 
D I R E C T O R Y

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
Lesley Owens, Agent
8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
Bus 540-366-6384   Fax 540-366-6625
1451 W Main St, Salem, VA 24153
Spartan Square Shopping Center
(540) 404-3694
lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com

Thank you for your loyalty.  We appreciate you.

Honest 

Evaluations
!

Free Tree 
Inspections!

SATISFACTION TREE SERVICE

Call 540-387-2288 for more information

Call David  (540) 473-3713
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ADVERTISE!

The best place to 
find it, sell it, buy it, 

and announce it.

To place your ad, call 389-9355

MAKE AN 

“A”
IN ADVERTISING!

BOOK YOUR 
SPOT TODAY!

To place 
your ad, 

call 389-9355

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Living Estate  
Tag Sale

Yard Sales - 
Radford City

Estate/Tag Sale  

Yard Sales - 
Roanoke County

5 Generation  
Estate Sale 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

David Boush

WELCOME TO TRILLIUM HILLS FARM

  o o(V
A

 #
32

1)
 

REAL ESTATE AUCTION

382± Acres of Fenced Pastures and Mature Hardwoods, 
3500± SF Log & Stone Home with Heated Indoor Pool. 1200± 
SF 1.5 Story Home (Tract 3 sells ABSOLUTE). Multiple Out-
buildings, Pond, Streams, Trails, Abundant Wildlife & Views! 
Off ered in 5 Tracts. Property address: 185 Trillium Hills Way, 
Fincastle, VA 24090
Preview Land at Your Leisure. Agents Onsite: Nov. 7, 

Nov. 14, Nov. 21 from 2-5 PM

5% Buyer’s Premium

TRACT 4 TRACT 3

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014302-05-00 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

Case No. CL21-404 

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn Radford 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014314-06-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014314-04-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014314-05-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014315-06-00 

Help Wanted - 
General

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014315-05-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014315-04-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014313-03-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014313-04-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014302-04-00 

in re

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Wanted - To Rent

Needing To Rent 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ004795-06-00 
TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

HR Administrative 
Assistant 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Notice of Public 
Sale 

Legals-
City of
Salem
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Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

e only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Reg-

262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

STATEWIDE  
ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your tar-
get audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.
net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFil-
ter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 

comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-
0738

The Generac PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery stor-
age system. SAVE mon-
ey, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power 
your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 

Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help 

you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 

appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
h i l tonol iverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other 
 nal expenses. Call Physi-

cians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or
visit  HYPERLINK “http://
w w w. L i f e 5 5 p l u s . i n f o /
vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and 
mobility with the com-
pact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

To place your ad, call 540-389-9355 
MAKE AN “A” IN ADVERTISING!

The William Byrd cross country team was headed 
to Bristol as the paper went to press  for the Region 
3D meet. The races were being held at Sugar Hollow 
Park.

Three teams from the region and five individuals 
not on those teams will advance to the state cross 
country meet. The state Class 1, 2 and 3 meets will 
be held at Green Hill Park in west Roanoke County 
on Saturday, November 13.

Byrd competed in the Blue Ridge District meet 
last week at Waid Park in Franklin County. The host 
Eagles swept the team titles with the Byrd girls taking 
third and the boys finishing fourth.

In the girls’ meet Kylie Cooper of Franklin County 
was individual winner with a time of 20:24.9. Byrd 
was led by Olivia Hurd, who finished third overall 
in 21:24. Terrier teammates Maci Glass and Claire 
Glover were close behind in fourth and fifth with 
times of 22:37 and 22:38. Also scoring for Byrd were 
Rebecca Qiu in 18th and Emma Gordon in 22nd.

Nathan Atchue of Franklin County was the boys’ 
champ at 17:08. Byrd was led by freshman DeShawn 
Austin, who finished 15th in 19:17. Also scoring for 
the Terriers were Stephen Underwood in 25th place, 
Dakota Bell in 26th, Brayden McCulloch in 28th and 
Reagan Lilly in 30th.

Byrd girls are third in Blue Ridge cross country

William Byrd teammates Rebecca Qiu (left) and Emma 
Gordon race together. PHOTO BY JON FLEMING

The William Byrd volleyball season came to an end 
with a loss to Christiansburg in the opening round of the 
Region 3D tournament on Monday. The Terriers lost in 
four sets at Christiansburg High.

The host Blue Demons won the first set, 25-14, but 
after that the next three were all decided by two points. 
Christiansburg took a 2-0 lead in sets when the Demons 
squeaked out an overtime win in the second set, 26-24, 
but Byrd battled back to win the third, 25-23. The fourth 
set went to the wire as well but Christiansburg prevailed, 
25-23, to advance to Tuesday’s second round.

“The ladies battled hard but fell short,” said Byrd 
coach Allison Thornton. 

Byrd senior Mattie Andrews, who missed the Blue 
Ridge District tournament with an ankle injury, suited 
up to get back on the court one more time. She wasn’t 
100 percent but gave her best, leading the Terriers with 
11 kills and seven digs.

Junior setter Carsyn Kotz dished out 25 assists. With 
a season high 28 digs, Ella Ashworth was all over the 
floor keeping the Terriers within reach. Senior Kamryn 
Sigafoes also added nine kills to help the Terriers fight 
for the season to continue. Byrd finished the last game 
with their highest team serving percentage of the season 
with 95.4% on the night.

The Terriers finished the season with an 11-5 record. 
Injuries left the team shorthanded on more than one 
occasion. 

“I would honestly say the term to define this season 
was ‘adversity’,” said Thornton. “We lost our senior set-
ter, Trinity Hylton, early in the season in a scrimmage to 
a season ending knee injury that required surgical repair.  
We had to face illness, quarantine and other injuries, 
Mattie (Andrews) with her ankle, Carsyn (Kotz) with a 
hamstring and Ella (Ashworth) with a concussion, and 
these ladies never gave up.  With a teammate out, the 
others stepped up to play positions they weren’t used to, 
only finding out sometimes right before game time that 
the lineup was going to change.   

“There were never two games in a row that we had the 
same line up.  I can’t commend these ladies enough for 
their dedication and fight. I always told them, it’s easy to 
give up, it’s so much harder to keep going and fight when 
it seemed we faced a different challenge each day. These 
ladies did just that, they persevered through every chal-
lenge and always had a positive attitude. I am not only 
proud of them for the volleyball players that they are, but 
also the young ladies they are off the court.”

Byrd will graduate Andrews, Hylton, Sigafoes and 
Chloe Harrilla. 

“Our Class of 2022 has certainly made a positive 
impact in our program and they will be tough shoes to 
fill,” said Thornton. “We want to congratulate and thank 
Mattie Andrews, Chloe Harrilla, Trinity Hylton and 
Kamryn Sigafoes for all of their passion and dedication 
they brought to William Byrd volleyball. I am excited 
to see the success they continue to bring long after high 
school.”

The Region 3D semifinals will be tonight with 
the championship match scheduled for next Tuesday, 
November 9.

Christiansburg ends
WB volleyball season

Above, William Byrd’s 
Mattie Andrews (left) and 
Alexis Helton team up to 
score over Christiansburg’s 
Rachael Bruce. Left, 
Ella Ashworth digs out a 
Blue Demon shot during 
Monday’s opening round 
Region 3D tournament 
match. Below, Terriers 
celebrate a point against 
the Blue Demons.

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING
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Junior Terriers will play in Sandlot Super Bowl Saturday
Salem Stadium will be the site of the annu-

al Sandlot Super Bowl championship games this 
Saturday, with valleywide football champions to be 
crowned in three age groups. Vinton will be repre-
sented in the Junior Division, for players age 12 and 
under.

The Vinton team came in as the second seed in 
the Junior Division and received a first round bye 
on Saturday. Salem is the top seed and the Spartans 
also received a first round bye. Opening round games 
had North Roanoke defeating Cave Spring, 20-0, 
and Glenvar downing Franklin County, 32-0, at 

Glenvar’s Highlander Stadium.
Semifinal games were played Tuesday night at 

Bogle Field, behind Cave Spring Middle School, 
and the two top seeds prevailed. The Terriers shut 
out Glenvar, 22-0, and Salem beat North Roanoke, 
30-8. Vinton will now play Salem at 2 pm Saturday 
at Salem Stadium for the Sandlot Super Bowl cham-
pionship.

In the Little Division, for 10 and under play-
ers, Vinton made it to the semifinal round before 
losing to Franklin County. The Terriers won their 
opening game Saturday at Bogle, 36-14, over North 

Roanoke. That put them up against Franklin County 
on Tuesday at Glenvar and Franklin took a 48-18 
win. Franklin County will play Cave Spring at noon 
on Saturday for the Little championship.

The PeeWee Division, for eight and under players, 
will kick off the Sandlot Super Bowl tripleheader 
at Salem Stadium day at 10 am as Botetourt takes 
on North Roanoke. Last Saturday at Glenvar’s 
Highlander Stadium Botetourt defeated Cave Spring, 
20-18, while North Roanoke eliminated the Salem 
Wolverines, 19-0, in semifinal games. Vinton’s team 
lost to Cave Spring in the quarterfinal round.

Action from the Little Terriers win over North Roanoke last Saturday at Bogle Field. Above left, Peyton Underwood battles for yardage. Above right, the Byrd defense 
gang tackles a Viking ballcarrier. Below left, Brennan Leary(#55) and Jackson  Poindexter((#38) contest a Viking pass. Below center, Pierce Nolen breaks free on an end 
around and, below right, Briggs Kotz busts loose for a long gain for the Terriers. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

The William Byrd football team will 
be trying to avoid a winless season when 
the Terriers take on William Fleming in 
Roanoke Friday. Game time is 7 pm at 
William Fleming High School.

Byrd comes in at 0-8 after dropping 
a 27-0 decision to Northside last Friday 
in the Terriers’ final home game of the 
season at Vinton’s Patterson Stadium. 
Fleming has also struggled to win games. 
The Colonels are 2-7 after picking up 
their second win of the season last week 
at Staunton River, 42-0. Obviously, Byrd 
is in no position to take anyone lightly.

“William Fleming is the reigning 5A 
Regional Champion,” said Byrd coach 
Brad Lutz. “They are very explosive 
on offense, and their quarterback and 
wide receiver corps are the best we have 
faced all season. Their defense, like their 
offense, is loaded with seniors and have a 
ton of varsity experience.”

Byrd will be looking to avoid their first 
winless season since 1955. The Terriers 
had one win seasons in 1956, ’64, ’80, ’81 
and ’88. A win to end the season would 
be a big boost for the young Terriers, who 
will only play nine games this year after 
having lost a date with Christiansburg due 
to COVID.

“Our players are getting better each 
week,” said Lutz. “I’m proud of the atti-
tude they are bringing each day, and their 
hard work has been rewarded away from 
the scoreboard. They are better players 
now, and for most of our team this is their 
first varsity experience, and it has been 
valuable. Our coaching staff would love 
to see our team earn a win Friday night, 
but our focus is getting a big win for our 
seniors. They are an outstanding group 
of young men, and they have committed 
themselves to our football family.”

Byrd trailed 21-0 at the half against 
Northside last week, but held the Vikings 
to just six points in the second half on a 
73 yard pass play.

“Defensively, our team played well in 
the second half,” said Lutz. “We made a 
few adjustments, and our players did a 
better job tackling, which led to a better 
performance. Offensively we moved the 

Last chance for a win at William Fleming Friday

                 continued on page 12    

Above, Hunter 
Richards (#56) leads 
the way as Peyton 
Fuchs (#2) picks up 
some of his 100+ 
rushing yards against 
Northside last Friday 
night. Left, Nicholas 
Bustamante (#51) and 
Alex Reamey (#54) 
battle on the line.

PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA 
DEVINNEY
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Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

Every week in 2021 we will award a local charity from a community  

in which we operate a donation of $1,000. Helping those communities 

around us is at the core of our operational philosophy. We truly 

 believe that high tides raise all ships and we are determined  

to add value to the communities in which we operate.

Through the charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back,  

Colonial Downs Group has made monetary and in-kind 

donations of more than $1,369,500,and has logged over 

2,500 service hours \in Virginia communities.

TOGETHER
WE WIN

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS TO  
52 WORTHY CHARITIES

James Howard  
President | REACHcycles

“We truly appreciate the generous support from Rosie’s! 

This donation will help us provide specially adapted bikes for 

children in our community with disabilities. Thank you!”

TRUST
Take your  

business to  
the next level.

IT’S IN OUR NAME.

HTBforBusiness.com
211101-880838150

Your local partner for all  
your commercial banking needs.

1571 Roanoke Road
Daleville, VA 24083  
 
2820 Brambleton Avenue SW
Roanoke, VA 24015
 
5002 Williamson Road NW
Roanoke, VA 24012 
 

Roanoke, VA 24011 
 
3956 Electric Road
Roanoke, VA 24018

201 South Pollard Street
Vinton, VA 24179

Protect the
ones you love,
get your flu 
shot today.

@vaccinatevirginia

ball well, but stalled once 
we got inside the 20 yard 
line.”

Senior Peyton Fuchs 
had his third straight game 
of over 100 yards rush-
ing to lead the offense. 
On defense John Kiker 
had 10 total tackles and 
a fumble recovery, Alex 
Reamey six tackles in 
his first start on defense, 
Doniven Davis had nine 
tackles and two sacks 
and Brayden Andrews 
had three total tackles, an 
interception and a fumble 
recovery.

A day prior the Byrd 
junior varsity team defeat-
ed Northside. The jayvees 
will wrap up their season 
today with a 6 pm game 
against Fleming at Byrd’s 
Patterson Stadium.

WM. BYRD
FOOOTBALL
continued from page 11

Above, the Terrier defense stacks the box against Northside. Below, Cooper Minnix 
is ready go out for a pass with the rain falling. PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEY




