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Town Council briefed on Premium Pay, gratitude bonuses for employees

Vinton Police Chief Fabri-
cio Drumond opened the Vin-
ton Town Council meeting on 
November 16 with a tribute to 
Offi  cer Michael Chandler of 
the Big Stone Gap Police De-
partment who lost his life in 
the line of duty on November 
13 while conducting a welfare 
check at a vacant home.

Chief Drumond described 
Offi  cer Chandler as “a devoted 
community servant who dedi-
cated his life to his very last 
moment to protecting our way 
of life.”

“Th e incident occurred on 
Offi  cer Chandler’s 29th birth-
day,” Drumond said. “He was 
recently married, and is sur-
vived by his wife, a deputy 
with the Wise County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce, his daughter, and step-
daughter.

“In addition to serving with 
the Big Stone Gap Police De-
partment, he also served as a 
volunteer with the Big Stone 
Gap Fire Department. Offi  cer 
Chandler is remembered as an 
integral piece to his commu-
nity where he was involved in 
many community activities.

“Any American who gives 
his life in the defense of our 
communities deserves everlast-
ing memories in our hearts,” 
Drumond said. “As a commu-
nity we send our condolences 
to the Big Stone Gap Police 
Department and to Offi  cer 
Chandler’s family, in knowing 
that he is now eternal.

“Offi  cers such as Offi  cer 
Chandler do not wear the 
badge for glory, but for the 
single principle of love of ser-
vice and the preservation that 
is enshrined in the rule of law,” 
Drumond continued. “It is our 
profession, the law enforce-

ment profession, that is de-
pended upon to preserve the 
sanctity of life throughout our 
great nation. It is the selfl ess 
sacrifi ce and the fi nal actions 
of those, such as Offi  cer Chan-
dler, that solidify that there is 
no greater calling than to serve 
others in time of need.

“Today, I ask all of those in 
law enforcement to refl ect on 
the path you walk and the oath 
you have taken. Our profession 
will always be united by one 
shared goal— to protect and 
serve our communities and 
hold the fi ne line that separates 
order from disorder. Believe 
in your profession; believe in 
yourselves; and the courage 
you exhibit everyday you put 
on your uniform.

“Th is evening, when you 
bow your heads for a moment 
of silence, keep Offi  cer Chan-
dler, the Big Stone Gap Police 
Department, and the commu-

nity in your thoughts and your 
heartfelt prayers,” Drumond 
said in conclusion. “While 
words may fall short of express-
ing the sorrow we have for this 
tragic loss, may the love and 
comfort that only God’s grace 
can provide be bestowed to 
those that loved him the most.”

Th ere were no actionable 
items on the council agenda 
for the evening; however, there 
were three briefi ngs— two 
dealing with COVID funding.

Assistant Town Manager 
Cody Sexton detailed a draft 
ordinance authorizing Pre-
mium Pay up to $138,869 
from American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funds for Vinton’s 
sworn public safety employees 
and essential public works em-
ployees and gratitude bonuses 
for all other Town of Vinton 
employees.

Th e Virginia General Assem-
bly, in a 2021 Special Session, 

approved federal ARPA funds 
to provide a one-time $3,000 
bonus for sworn sheriff s, sher-
iff ’s deputies, and regional jail 
offi  cers. Th e town wants to of-
fer the same benefi t to public 
safety and public works em-
ployees “whose job functions 
were critical to the community 
and who faced a higher level of 
potential COVID transmission 
from working with the public,” 
in recognition of their hard 
work and dedication during 
the pandemic.

Once the ordinance is 
passed, sworn offi  cers in the 
Police Department and essen-
tial employees in the Public 
Works Department employed 
prior to July 1, 2021, will re-
ceive $3,000 bonuses of ARPA 
Premium Pay. Th ose employed 
after July 1, 2021, will receive 
$1,500. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Twenty-eight members of the Thrasher youth group, families, and the Ten Brave Christians group spent Sunday 
afternoon on November 14 gleaning for turnips at Windy Hills Farm in Riner for distribution to local food banks. 
They gathered about a ton of turnips.

Th rasher UMC volunteers 
glean crops to feed the hungry

the community.”
Th e Greears purchased 

the farm in 2007 and planted 
a fi eld of turnips and alfalfa. 
Th e turnips outgrew the al-

falfa– producing thousands 
and thousands of pounds 
of turnips. Th ey didn’t want 
them to go to waste and got 
in touch with Ramey. Th e 

Greears have donated turnips 
every year since, and now 
plant six to seven acres for the 
sole purpose of growing food 
for SOSA. November is tur-

nip harvesting time.
Windy Hills sees this as 

“an excellent opportunity for 

Vinton Mayor honored for years of service as RVARC chair

See Town Council, page 2

See UMC, page 4
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Volunteers from Th rasher 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Vinton spent the 
afternoon on November 14, 
gleaning turnips at Windy 
Hills Farm in Riner.

On the sunny, but chilly 
day, 28 members of the 
Th rasher youth group, sever-
al families, and the Ten Brave 
Christians group fi lled about 
140 bags of turnips, weighing 
15-20 pounds each– a little 
over a ton of turnips in total.

About two-thirds of those 
turnips ended up in Lynch-
burg at Gateway Ministries, 
the Salvation Army, Come 
to the Altar Ministry, and the 
New Prospect Food Pantry 
by the end of the day. (Th e 
turnips are generally distrib-
uted in 10-pound bags and 
some agencies provide recipes 
for families for the less famil-

iar produce– like turnips.)
Th e gleaning project was 

organized through the Soci-
ety of St. Andrew (SOSA), fa-
cilitated by Sarah Ramey, the 
Virginia Gleaning Coordina-
tor for the Society, and ar-
ranged by Bonnie Jones, the 
youth director at Th rasher.

According to the Windy 
Hills Farm website, each year 
the 450-acre farm works with 
the Society of St. Andrew to 
provide fresh vegetables to 
local food banks, donating 
80,000-100,000 pounds of 
turnips and other fresh pro-
duce.

“Everything we raise is for 
food banks and donations,” 
said owners Tabitha and 
Darin Greear. “We can do 
it, and like it. It’s our hobby. 
We feel blessed by all we have 
been given, and feel it is our 
duty to help other people. 
Our farm is open each fall for 
gleaning and giving back to 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Roanoke Valley-Alleghany Regional Commission honored Vinton Mayor Brad Grose for his years of service 
as chairman at their annual banquet on October 28.

Vinton Mayor Brad 
Grose, in addition to his du-
ties with the Town of Vin-
ton, has served as chairman 
of the Roanoke Valley-Al-
leghany Regional Commis-
sion (RVARC) for the past 
four years from 2017-2021. 
He previously served in that 
position from 2006-2009.

At the annual RVARC 
dinner held on October 
28, the Commission recog-
nized and thanked Grose 
for his service to the region, 
presenting him a plaque to 
honor his accomplishments 
and leadership.

“Mayor Grose has been a 
great asset to the organiza-
tion during his time as lead-
er,” the Commission noted.

At the dinner, Mayor 
Grose took the opportunity 
to say a few words about 
RVARC.

“Tonight, I am fi nishing 
four years as the chairman 
of this great organization. 
I had previously served a 
three-year term. It has been 
a wonderful time for me 
that has provided some 
great experiences. I fi nish 
this term with a profound 
sense of gratitude for the 
Regional Commission, for 
you as members, for our 
awesome staff , and of course 
for Wayne Strickland (ex-
ecutive director who retired 
in June).

“We all know that Wayne 
has proven himself to be 
a highly qualifi ed, very 
knowledgeable leader who 
is well respected through-
out the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. In addition, I can 
confi rm that he has always 
been great to work with and 
he loves our region. Wayne 
has set the performance bar 
very high with many ex-
ceptional accomplishments, 
including, what I think is 
his greatest achievement, 
assembling and maintain-
ing an awesome staff . Most 
importantly, Wayne has 
been the embodiment of a 
truly honorable gentleman 
throughout his tenure as the 
executive director here at the 
Roanoke Valley-Alleghany 
Regional Commission.”

In addition, Grose 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See RVARC, page 3
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. German philosopher
 6. A type of stock trading 
(abbr.)
 9. Cincinnati ballplayers
13. Deerlike water buffaloes
14. Island
15. Jewish calendar month
16. Round Dutch cheese
17. Unstressed syllable of a 
metrical foot
18. A restaurant needs one
19. Decent behaviors
21. Groans
22. Works hard
23. Upset
24. A sound made in speech
25. One point east of due 
south
28. Boxing’s GOAT
29. Whittles
31. Tailless amphibian
33. Surrounded
36. Doesn’t stay still

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

38. Copycat
39. Four-door car
41. Morally correct 
behavior
44. Something that is owed
45. Pasta needs it
46. Ant-Man’s last name
48. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
49. Small period of time 
(abbr.)
51. Woman (French)
52. On or around
54. Fencing swords
56. Fonts
60. A command in the 
name of the court
61. Sprays with an irritant
62. Georgetown athlete
63. Dry or withered
64. Sign of injury
65. Tracts of land (abbr.)
66. 365 days
67. Physique
68. Icelandic poems

CLUES DOWN
 1. Bodily substance
 2. Internal
 3. Provoke or annoy
 4. Type of lounge chair
 5. Losses
 6. Makes less severe
 7. Identifi es a thing close 
at hand
 8. Group of blood disorders 
(abbr.)
 9. Rebuilt
10. Ancient Greek City
11. American investigative 
journalist
12. Partially melted snow
14. Take shape
17. Mexican beverage
20. Patti Hearst’s captors
21. Jacobs and Summers 
are two
23. Disfi gure
25. Scientists’ tool (abbr.)
26. Ill-mannered person

27. Overhang
29. Famed rat catcher
30. Passover feast and 
ceremony
32. Equal to 10 meters
34. Central processing unit
35. Chinese native religion
37. Unfermented juices
40. “To the __ degree”
42. Frozen water
43. Medieval circuit courts
47. 1,000 cubic feet (abbr.)
49. Gossipy
50. Shopping is one type
52. Palmlike plant
53. Partner to “oohed”
55. Welsh name meaning 
“snow”
56. Popular Mexican dish
57. It helps power devices
58. Reddish-brown wildcat
59. Impertinence
61. Legal fi nancial term (abbr.)
65. Atomic #52

There will be early deadlines for the Nov. 25 issue 
because of Thanksgiving.

Please send your news items, photos and church news 
by Thursday, November 18 at noon to dadams@ourval-
ley.org. Send ads by Thursday, November 18 at noon 
to tfrye@ourvalley.org. You may also drop off news 

EARLY DEADLINES FOR 
THANKSGIVING PAPER

items and ads at our offices at 1633 W. Main Street, 
Salem. The paper will be printed on Tuesday, Nov. 

23 in order for subscribers to receive it by mail 
before Thanksgiving. The office of The Vinton 

Messenger will be closed on Thursday, 
Nov. 25 for Thanksgiving.

Taylors celebrate 
50th anniversary

SUBMITTED PHOTOJanice and Robert Taylor

Robert and Janice Taylor 
will celebrate 50 years of 
marriage on November 20, 
2021. 

Bob retired from Nor-
folk Southern Railway in 

1995 as Project Manager. 
He served as a volunteer for 
Vinton’s Boy Scout Troop 
18 and a docent at Smith-
fi eld Plantation in Blacks-
burg. Currently, Bob is 

active in the Fincastle Res-
olutions Chapter of Sons 
of American Revolution.

Janice retired from Jef-
ferson College of Health 
Sciences as Secretary to 
Chair of the Nursing De-
partment in 2013. She 
performed volunteer work 
with Virginia Skyline Girl 
Scout Council as Service 
Unit Chair, Camping 
Trainer for Leaders, Day 
Camp Counselor, and 
troop leader.  Currently, 
Janice volunteers as Regis-
trar for Vinton’s Roanoke 
Valley Chapter of Daugh-
ters of American Revolu-
tion.

Robert and Janice were 
married in Decatur, Ill. in 
1971. Shortly thereafter, 
Bob was transferred to 
Fort Wayne, Ind., where 
they spent 15 years and 
raised their three children. 
Th ey have made Roanoke 
County their home since 
1986. Th eir son Bryan 
lives in St. Louis, Mo.; 
Catherine lives in San Jose, 
Calif.; and Stuart resides in 
the Allen, Texas. Th e Tay-
lors have fi ve grandchil-
dren.

Downtown Christmas Storefront 

Decorating Contest announced
Many business storefronts in down-

town Vinton will be festively decorated 
again this year for the 2021 holiday season. 

Th e Town of Vinton will be sponsor-
ing the “Christmas Storefront Decorating 
Contest.” Flyers advertising the competi-
tion are being distributed to local busi-
nesses located in the downtown business 
district encouraging them to participate.

All storefront decorations must be up 
by December 1 (in time for the Vinton 
Christmas Parade on December 2) and 
will be judged on December 13.

Winners will be chosen in four cat-
egories: Best All Around, Mayor’s Choice, 
Most Creative, and Best Exemplifi es the 
Spirit of Christmas.

Th ose who have lived in Vinton for 
many years remember nostalgically when 
all the shops in downtown Vinton deco-
rated extensively for the holidays.

Questions about the Christmas Store-
front Door Contest can be emailed to 
Vinton Director of Community Programs 
Chasity Barbour at CBARBOUR@vin-
tonva.gov or call her at 540-400-1942.

Town of Vinton announces 
holiday schedule

Th e Town of Vinton offi  ces will be 
closed next week on Th ursday, Novem-
ber 25, and Friday, November 26, in ob-
servance of the Th anksgiving Holiday.

Th e Refuse Pickup Schedule has 
been modifi ed for Th anksgiving Week 
2021:

Monday 11/22/21 will be on normal 
schedule for refuse and bulk pick up.

On Tuesday 11/23/21 Tuesday’s and 
Wednesday’s refuse and bulk will be 
picked up.

On Wednesday 11/24/21 Th ursday’s 
and Friday’s refuse and bulk will be 
picked up.

Town Council from page 1

Th e Premium Pay for public safety 
employees is not a true bonus; it refl ects 
a retroactive payment of $13/hour for 
a maximum of 231 hours as provided 
for in ARPA guidance from the United 
States Department of Treasury.

All other full-time employees work-
ing for the town before July 1, 2021, 
will receive a $2,000 gratitude bonus. 
Th ose employed after July 1, 2021, will 
receive $1,000.

Part-time workers employed before 
July 1, 2021, will receive a $500 grati-
tude bonus. Part-time workers em-
ployed after July 1, 2021, will receive 
$250. 

Th e total for these gratitude bonus-
es will come from the General Fund 
(up to $37,813), the Utility Fund 
($13,887) and the Stormwater Fund 
($781).

Th ese proposals align with actions 
of the General Assembly and those of 
other governments in the region.

Council will take action on this item 
at the December 7 meeting, with plans 
to pay the bonuses on December 14 if 
the resolution is adopted. 

Treasurer/Finance Director Anne 
Cantrell briefed council on a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU) for 
the use of state and local Fiscal Recov-
ery Funds for the COVID-19 ARPA 
SLFRF Municipal Utility Assistance 
Program.

Th e Town of Vinton has been 
awarded federal State and Local Recov-
ery Funds (SLFRF) through ARPA in 
the amount of $118,089. Th e award 
will be used to directly assist residen-
tial municipal utility customers in the 
Town of Vinton with arrearages greater 
than 60 days between March 12, 2020, 
and August 31, 2021.

Roanoke County has agreed to act 
as the fi scal agent for the town to facili-
tate assistance to eligible customers— 
thus the MOU.

Cantrell said these funds will be 
much easier to administer than previ-
ous CARES funding as customers will 
not need to fi ll out applications but 
may be pre-qualifi ed. Action will be 
taken on this item at the December 7 
meeting.

Director of Human Resources and 
Risk Management Donna Collins pre-
sented the fi nal briefi ng to council on 
the Virginia Occupational Safety and 
Health COVID-19 Permanent Stan-
dard updates. 

Small training sessions were held for 

Vinton employees at the end of Oc-
tober; changes became eff ective No-
vember 1 for all town employees and 
include:

Employers are to follow the CDC 
Transmission Data Map to determine 
risk of transmission.

All employees, regardless of vaccina-
tion status, are required to wear face 
coverings if six feet of physical distanc-
ing cannot be maintained.

An anonymous Whistleblower Hot-
line has been implemented for COVID 
concerns and complaints.

Limits to workplace density have 
been established for employees.

Employees are required to sanitize 
and disinfect their workspaces at the 
end of each day. Janitorial staff  will 
clean and disinfect common areas.

Pre-screening, including tempera-
ture checks, will continue indefi nitely.

Th e town will implement a symp-
tom-based strategy for employees re-
turning to work known or suspected to 
be infected with COVID-19.

Public Works Director Bo Herndon 
reported on the latest Public Works 
Committee meeting. Topics of discus-
sion were the signal lights at 3rd Street 
and Virginia, PFG, Bypass Road, and 
Hardy Road which are all moving 
along as quickly as possible given sup-
ply chain issues. Th e town received 
a bid from Boxley for $800,000 for 
next summer’s paving. Meter replace-
ment continues with nearly half of the 
business meters replaced and about a 
fourth of residential meters. Boring 
and a geo-technical study are expected 
to take place on Mountain View Road 
in early December. 

Town Manager Pete Peters com-
mended Herndon and the Public 
Works employees for their expedited 
and effi  cient work on Walnut Avenue, 
which was closed for repairs last week, 
but reopened ahead of schedule. He 
noted the well-executed detour which 
had been in place beginning on No-
vember 8.

“Th ey did a great job on Walnut 
and had it back open by Friday,” Pe-
ters said. “A job well done by our own 
employees.”

In closing remarks from Town 
Council before adjourning to a closed 
session, members praised the “powerful 
and professional staff ” in Vinton and 
thanked Donna Collins for the “great 
job she has done” in hiring and retain-
ing “the right people.”

www.vintonmessenger.com
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(540) 982-6691

Resources to help you plan the most comprehensive recovery

The exclusive LifeWorks Rehab recovery program powers 
recoveries you simply won’t find anywhere else.

Scan this barcode for resources
from LifeWorks Rehab.

MyLifeWorksRehab.com/resources

APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

LEGAL 
NOTICE
A public auction will 

be held on 
November 24, 2021 
at 10 a.m. at Grand 
Storage of Vinton, 
1000 Vinyard Rd, 
Vinton, VA 24179, 

to sell personal 
property in 

Frank Donahue, Jr., - F10 
Brandyn Fleming - C24

RVARC from page 1

thanked the RVARC staff  
for their commitment and 
dedication to public ser-
vice– the driving force be-
hind many of their achieve-
ments.

He thanked the members 
of the Commission for their 
time in preparing for and 
attending meetings which 
demonstrate the impor-
tance of the Regional Com-
mission.

According to the RVARC 
website, in 1968, Virginia 
was divided into planning 
districts based on the com-
munity of interest among 
counties, cities, and towns. 
(Planning Districts are cre-
ated by local governments, 
encouraged by the state.) 
Currently there are 21 Plan-
ning Districts in Virginia. In 
1999, the local Fifth District 
Planning District Commis-
sion changed its name to the 
Roanoke Valley-Alleghany 
Regional Commission. It is 
made up of elected offi  cials 
and citizens appointed by 
local governments, such as 
the Town of Vinton.

Th e stated purpose of 
the Planning District is “to 
encourage and facilitate lo-
cal government cooperation 
and state-local cooperation 
in addressing– on a region-
al-basis– problems of great-
er than local signifi cance. 
Th e resulting cooperation 
is intended to facilitate the 
recognition and analysis of 
regional opportunities and 
take account of regional 
infl uences in planning and 
implementing public poli-
cies and services.

Planning Districts also 
“promote the orderly and 
effi  cient development of 
the physical, social and 
economic elements of the 
district by planning, and 
encouraging and assisting 
localities to plan, for the fu-
ture.”

Planning Districts “pro-
vide a variety of technical 
and program services to 
member local governments. 
Th ey include grant appli-
cation assistance, manage-
ment services for program 
implementation, land use 
planning services and map-
ping, transportation plan-
ning (highway develop-
ment, ridesharing, airport 
planning, and specialized 
transit).” 

Within their region they 
serve to build regional ap-
proaches to issues like eco-
nomic development, solid 
waste management and leg-
islative priorities. 

One important duty of 
Planning Districts is “to cre-
ate a strategic plan for their 
region of service, in coop-
eration with local govern-
ments, businesses, citizen 
organizations, and other 
interested parties. Th e plan 
is intended to help promote 
the orderly and effi  cient de-
velopment of the district by 
stating goals and objectives, 
strategies to meet those 
goals, and mechanisms for 
measuring progress.

RVARC also provides 
staffi  ng for the Roanoke 
Valley Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization 
which is involved in trans-
portation planning in the 
urban area in and around 
Roanoke. 

RVARC currently in-
cludes Alleghany, Botetourt, 
Craig, Franklin, and Roa-
noke Counties, the Towns 
of Clifton Forge, Rocky 
Mount, and Vinton, and 
the Cities of Covington, 
Roanoke, and Salem.

Grose named several spe-
cifi c accomplishments by 
RVARC during his time as 
Chairman:

RVARC completed the 
Regional Housing Market 
Study Analysis, identifying 
housing needs and strate-
gies in Franklin County, the 
City of Roanoke, Roanoke 
County, and the City of Sa-
lem. Th is work assisted the 
Commission in applying for 
and receiving a $2 million 
Virginia Housing Grant to 
assist in the development of 
aff ordable housing units in 
the region.

RVARC expanded and 
improved its public input 
process supporting all of its 
planning eff orts with new 
online targeted surveying 
tools, resulting in recogni-
tion from the National As-
sociation of Development 
Districts and a featured 
presentation at the National 
Conference on Virtual Pub-
lic Engagement.

RVARC launched and 
grew the regional Blueways 
programs, including the 
production of a Blueways 
facilities map and support 
for the localities as they im-
proved access and signage 
along the blueway.

RVARC’s commuter 
software program rose to 
the challenge of COVID, 
developing telework educa-
tion, presenting at virtual 
Chamber of Commerce 
events, and developing a 
new social bicycle tour plat-
form, with a number of re-
gional partners.

RVARC staff  have com-
pleted over 150 projects 
during the past four years, 
not including those related 
to those completed by the 
TPO.

RVARC staff  coordi-
nated with localities and 
VDOT to secure over $31 
million in funding for Sur-
face Transportation Block 
Grant and Transportation 
Alternatives projects, as well 
as over $35 million in urban 
and rural SMART SCALE 
projects. 

“In addition, we made 
signifi cant changes in our 
by-laws that will allow the 
RVARC to operate in a 
more effi  cient manner,” 
Grose added. “We also 
formed a Search Committee 
to fi nd the replacement for 
Wayne Strickland, after he 
announced his retirement. 

Of course, the committee 
was happy to fi nd that one 
of our own, Jeremy Holmes, 
was the best candidate.

“However, by far, our 
most important accom-
plishment over the past few 
years is the strengthening of 
the relationships between 
members of our great re-
gion– I consider that to be 
our most important prod-
uct.

“I want to express my 
sincere appreciation for 
the tremendous honor of 
serving as chairman of our 
Regional Commission,” 
Grose said. “Th e best part 
of serving as chairman has 
been the friendships I that 
have developed with fellow 
members and the staff . I 
plan to remain a member of 
the Regional Commission, 
as long as Vinton Town 

Council will allow me to 
serve in that capacity.”

RCPS celebrates American Education Week, applies for ARPA funds
Th e Roanoke County 

School Board adopted a 
Resolution of Recogni-
tion at the meeting on 
November 11, declar-
ing November 15-19 
as American Education 
Week—the 100th anni-
versary of the event.

Th e Resolution states:
“Public schools are the 

backbone of our democ-
racy, providing young 
people with the tools they 
need to maintain our na-
tion’s precious values 
of freedom, civility and 
equality.”

“By equipping young 
Americans with both 
practical skills and broad-
er intellectual abilities, 
schools give them hope 
for, and access to, a pro-
ductive future.” 

“Education employees, 
be they substitute educa-
tors, custodians, teachers, 
bus drivers, or librarians, 
work tirelessly to serve 
our children and commu-
nities with care and pro-
fessionalism.”

“Schools are commu-
nity catalysts, bringing 
together adults and chil-
dren, educators and vol-
unteers, business leaders, 
and elected offi  cials in a 
common enterprise.”

During the “Hearings 
of Citizens” segment of 
the meeting, William 
Byrd Middle School stu-
dent Jacob Smith, an 
eighth grader, spoke to 
honor his teachers for 
their hard work dur-
ing the pandemic and 
thanked the School Board 

for keeping schools open 
and Roanoke County 
Schools for “ensuring that 
I have a great education.” 
He said that addressing 
the board was part of a 
Civics class community 
project. 

In other action at the 
School Board meeting, 
Finance Director Susan 
Peterson asked the board 
to approve submitting 
applications for ARPA 
(American Rescue Plan 
Act) grants, which are 
due in November and 
December. Th e board was 
advised of the new grant 
opportunities at the No-
vember 3 meeting.

Peterson said the Vir-
ginia Department of Ed-
ucation has made these 
grants opportunities 
available for school divi-
sions:

• American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) Coronavirus 
State and Local Recovery 
Funds to Support HVAC 
Replacement. VDOE al-
located $2,674,479 to 
Roanoke County Pub-
lic Schools. Th is grant 
requires a 100% local 
match. We can include 
any ESSER-funded proj-
ect and/or bond-funded 
project (William Byrd 
High School HVAC re-
placement) as part of the 
local match. (applications 
are due November 15)

• American Rescue 
Plan Elementary and 
Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER) III 
Fund Competitive Grant 
for Summer Programs. 

VDOE has approximate-
ly $21 million available 
for applicants. Th e fund-
ing would allow Roanoke 
County Public Schools 
to continue the summer 
program through June/
July 2023. Th e ESSER 
II Unfi nished Learning 
grant funded the summer 
program for June/July 
2021 and June/July 2022 
(application due Novem-
ber 23)

• American Rescue 
Plan Elementary and 
Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER) III 
Fund Competitive Grant 
for Before and After 
School Programs. VDOE 
has approximately $21 
million available for ap-
plicants. Peterson said 
they will look into wheth-
er these programs will be 

successful and apply for 
funding as needed (appli-
cation due November 23)

• American Rescue 
Plan Elementary and 
Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER) III 
Fund Competitive Grant 
for Addressing Unfi nished 
Learning. VDOE has ap-
proximately $65 million 
available for applicants. 
Peterson will review the 
August stakeholder list 
and reductions in the 
ESSER III grant to iden-
tify any additional needs 
that will qualify. Th ere 
are two requirements in 
order to apply for this 
funding stream:  the LEA 
will expend no more than 
35% of its ARPA Act ES-
SER III formula funds on 
construction, renovation 
and/or HVAC projects 

(staff  allocated 6.57% 
of the formula grant on 
this), and the LEA will 
implement an individual-
ized remediation plan for 
each student that failed 
the 2020-2021 reading or 
mathematics SOL (appli-
cation due November 23)

• American Rescue 
Plan Elementary and 
Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER) 
III Fund Homeless Chil-
dren and Youth (ARP-
HCY) funds. VDOE al-
located $32,927.55 to 
Roanoke County Public 
Schools (application due 
December 3)

Dr. Rhonda Stegall, 
Assistant Superintendent 
of Administration, pre-
sented the latest COVID 
update to the School 
Board, which was encour-

aging. Although this area 
remains at “high trans-
mission” levels, the num-
bers of positive cases and 
quarantined students 
and staff  are trending 
down. She hopes the lev-
el will drop soon to “sub-
stantial” and changes to 
mitigation strategies may 
be permitted.

PHOTO COURTESY RCPS
WBMS student Jacob Smith addressed the Roanoke County School Board at the meeting on November 11, 
thanking the members for keeping schools open during the pandemic and the school system for providing him 
a quality education. Shown left to right are School Board members Mike Wray, David Wymer, and Chair Jason 
Moretz, Jacob Smith and his mother Tara, and board members David Linden and Tim Greenway.
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers its own unique 
atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE!

VINTON CHRISTMAS PARADE
Dec 2, 2021 6:00 PM

Downtown Vinton Vinton, Virginia 24179
Annual Christmas parade over 100 entries.

The Parade that kicks off the holiday season!
6PM- Tree lighting ceremony and entertainment 

at the Vinton Municipal Building          7PM Parade
Parade ends at the The Vinton Farmers’ Market where you 

can visit and have pictures taken with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus while enjoying refreshments and entertainment. 

Twin Creeks Brewery and many other downtown 
Vinton Businesses will be open late as well.

Now selling bicycles and parts

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

UMC from page 1

donated by 789 farmers has 
been distributed to hungry 
people through 1,745 feed-
ing agencies– for a total of 
130,943,007 servings of fresh 
food shared.

SOSA has been working 
with farmers, volunteers, or-
ganizations, and faith groups 
since 1979.

Th at’s when two United 
Methodist ministers, Ken 
Horne and Ray Buchanan, 
right out of seminary, had 
a vision of a world without 
hunger. Th ey were living in 
rural Virginia working on 
hunger issues for the Meth-
odist church, trying to prac-
tice living simply and being 
good stewards of the land. 
Using a converted sheep shed 
in Big Island as an offi  ce, they 
conducted workshops for 
church groups on responsible 
living in a world where many 
people go hungry. 

In 1983, at a church on 
Virginia’s Eastern Shore, 
Horne and Buchanan spoke 
to a church group about 
transforming their primar-
ily educational organization 
into one committed to feed-
ing hungry people. Th e men 
discussed the possibility of 
collecting food that would be 
thrown away because it didn’t 
fi t market standards and us-
ing it to feed people. 

Potato farmers from that 
church said they would be 

willing to talk to other po-
tato farmers on the shore to 
help Horne and Buchanan 
achieve their goals. One 
farmer gave them a pickup-
truck load of potatoes from 
his fi eld, which quickly led to 
13 tractor-trailer loads of po-
tatoes donated by other farm-
ers. As a result, the Society of 
St. Andrew’s Potato Project 
was born, putting people 
into fi elds to gather fruits and 
vegetables that remain after 
harvest.

Beginning in 1992, the 
Society of St. Andrew ex-
panded into other states in 
the form of regional offi  ces 
and gleaning ministries. Al-
though SOSA was begun by 
Methodist ministers, it is now 
an interdenominational non-
profi t organization which has 
spread across the nation.

Gleaners gather a variety 
of produce depending upon 
their location, from citrus 
fruits in Florida, to watermel-
ons in Kansas, to potatoes, 
apples, tomatoes, peppers, 
strawberries, blueberries, cab-
bage, onions, squash, corn, 
turnips, and cucumbers 
throughout the country. 

Th e SOSA mission is 
biblically based, taken from 
Deuteronomy 24: 19 (NIV) 
which says, “When you are 
harvesting in your fi eld and 
you overlook a sheaf, do not 
go back to get it. Leave it for 

the foreigner, the fatherless 
and the widow, so that the 
Lord your God may bless 
you in all the work of your 
hands.”

Th eir name is taken from 
Andrew, the disciple of Jesus, 
who introduced the little boy 
with fi ve loaves and two fi sh-
es to Jesus in the Bible story 
of the feeding of the 5,000.

Since SOSA was estab-
lished in 1983, volunteers 
have salvaged and distrib-
uted hundreds of millions 
of pounds of produce across 
America to food banks, soup 
kitchens, group homes, res-
ervations, food pantries, low 
income and elderly housing 
complexes, local churches, 
homeless shelters, rehab facil-
ities, and other hunger agen-
cies for distribution to those 
experiencing food insecurity. 

“In Southwest Virginia, 
gleaning generally begins in 
July with corn and continues 
into December with turnips, 
root vegetables, and winter 
squash,” said Ramey. “In the 
Tidewater area, gleaning is 
possible 10 to 11 months of 
the year.”

Because the produce is 
donated, the Society of St. 
Andrew pays only for the 
transportation and packag-
ing of the food.

Ramey began gleaning 
in 1994 when she lived in 
Winchester. Now she coor-

dinates gleaning for SOSA 
throughout the state. She is 
always on the lookout for 
volunteers to glean and for 
new farmers and orchards 
to work with. SOSA is fl ex-
ible and willing to work with 
farmers who might have an 
overabundance of produce 
on a one-time basis or on a 
regular schedule. Th ere are 
advantages for the farmers 
since growers can receive a 
state and federal tax deduc-
tion for gleaned and donated 
crops.

Gleaners can be of any 
age but should be able to 
bend over to pick up fruit 
and lift several pounds of 
produce. Anyone allergic to 
bees should beware.

Ramey says gleaning was 
somewhat limited during 
the worst of the pandemic, 
due to fewer volunteers, al-
though the work is outside.

She says the Th rasher 
group had a particularly 
good day on November 14. 
She remembers in particu-
lar a family with two young 
sons who were very hard 
workers. One of the boys 
kept running up with tur-
nips, calling out, “Th is is a 
record-breaker.”

Check the Society of St. 
Andrew website at https://
endhunger.org/ for more 
information or call 1-800-
333-4597. 

student groups to experience 
life on a working farm while 
giving back to those in need.”

SOSA estimates that al-
most 115 billion pounds of 
food have been wasted in 
the United States already in 
2021– in fi elds, during trans-
portation, and in supermar-
kets, restaurants, and homes. 

Th e food wasted in the 
fi elds may be left because it 

is missed by mechanical har-
vesting or because the crops 
weren’t attractive enough for 
supermarket shelves– edible 
and nutritious, but not com-
mercially marketable.

In 2021, through Octo-
ber, SOSA has so far gleaned, 
gathered, and distributed 
about 43.6 million pounds of 
fresh produce in 5,694 events 
with 15,693 volunteers. Food 

Th is year’s State of the County 
event was presented by Jason Peters, 
Chairman of the Roanoke County 
Board of Supervisors and Vinton’s 
representative to the Board and Ro-
anoke County School Board Chair-
man Jason Moretz at the Green 
Ridge Recreation Center on No-
vember 10, hosted by the Roanoke 
Regional Chamber of Commerce.

Here are the remarks from Jason 
Moretz on the state of the county 
schools:

As has been expressed by mem-
bers of the board of supervisors 
many times over the years, Roanoke 
County Public Schools is the crown 
jewel of Roanoke County. Our rep-
utation for outstanding instruction 
from outstanding teachers brings 
families to Roanoke County from 
across the nation and beyond.

It takes a great deal of work, dedi-
cation, and investment to keep this 
crown jewel polished and shining 
brightly.

First, I’d like to thank my fellow 
board members for all their hard 
work this year. I’d especially like to 
thank David Wymer, who returned 
to the board on a temporary basis 
while the citizens of the Catawba 
district elected a new representative. 

Let me begin by stating that, 
despite the unprecedented chal-
lenges of the past 18 months, and 
thanks to the resilience and support 
of students, staff , parents and the 
community, the state of Roanoke 
County Public Schools is strong.

School divisions across Virginia 
have borne much of the brunt of the 
challenges of the pandemic, as they 
have attempted to balance the needs 
of continued learning and safety.

From the beginning, when 
schools were allowed to reopen in 
August 2020, our school leadership 
team, under the direction of our su-
perintendent, Dr. Ken Nicely, were 

able to provide in-person instruction 
for students in addition to online 
options.  Roanoke County Public 
Schools is only one of a handful of 
districts in Virginia to accomplish 
this feat while continuously moving 
forward throughout the school year 
to include more and more in-person 
opportunities for students.

Th is year, under the theme of 
Shifting Gears, Moving Forward, 
public schools in Roanoke County 
are charging full-steam ahead to 
meet students where they are aca-
demically and provide needed sup-
port as we continue to implement 
the vision of our C-Change Frame-
work.

We recognize some students 
still have unfi nished learning to do, 
particularly some who elected for 
100% online instruction.  We de-
veloped the WIN (What I Need) 
program to directly meet the reme-
diation needs of students to bring 
them back up to speed on instruc-
tion, while simultaneously keeping 
all students moving forward.

As articulated by our C-Change 
Framework, both climate and 
learning culture play key roles in 
supporting student learning, and 
include the values of kindness, 
respect, and responsibility. Posi-
tive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports, or PBIS, is an evidence-
based framework that supports the 
academic, social, emotional, and be-
havioral competence of all students 
by setting clear expectations.

Th ere are three main keys of the 
PBIS program – Be Safe, Be Re-
spectful and Be Responsible. We 
are using this program to focus 
on social and emotional learning, 
school safety, trauma, and equity of 
opportunity. Th rough PBIS we’re 
also working to prevent substance 
abuse and bullying by setting and 
teaching positive expectations and 

accountability. It’s all about creating 
a great environment for learning for 
all students--and that leads to aca-
demic success.

Th e proof of this success can be 
found in the Class of 2021. More 
than 95% of our seniors graduated 
on time--well above the state aver-
age. Roanoke County has one of 
the highest graduation rates in the 
state for large school divisions and 
the highest among large school divi-
sions in the western half of the state.

Also in 2021, Roanoke County 
Public Schools was among the fi rst 
school districts in the Common-
wealth to earn the distinction as a 
“School Division of Innovation” by 
the Virginia Department of Educa-
tion.

Roanoke County Public Schools 
is working to prepare our students 
to be Opportunity Ready--ready to 
take advantage of the wide array of 
opportunities that come after our 
students graduate.  

We’re proud to announce today 
that we are in the fi nal phases of de-
veloping a new Opportunity Ready 
Certifi cation that students may earn 
along with their high school diplo-
ma. Th is certifi cation verifi es that a 
student has developed the key skills 
of citizenship, collaboration, com-
munication, creativity, and critical 
thinking as described in our Profi le 
of a Graduate.

Th is is where you come in.
We’re looking for businesses and 

higher education institutions to 
partner with us. When you see a fu-
ture applicant with the Opportunity 
Ready certifi cation from Roanoke 
County Public Schools, you can be 
assured that this is a graduate who 
will be a valuable employee or col-
lege student, and we hope you will 
give this applicant additional con-
sideration. We’re putting our repu-
tation behind this certifi cation, and 

we hope you’ll support this eff ort.
We also are looking for your 

help to expand opportunities for 
our students. In 2017, Roanoke 
County Public Schools developed 
a very successful student registered 
apprenticeship program and have 
since expanded this program to 
include Salem and Roanoke City 
schools. 

Registered apprentices work in a 
paid part-time position at your busi-
ness, while also working towards an 
industry-specifi c certifi cation. Th e 
program currently includes 10 
partner businesses, but we need 
more apprenticeship opportuni-
ties. Some of our current business 
partners are represented today and 
we thank them for being part of our 
team. We hope you will join us. To 
learn more, contact the career and 
technical education department at 
any of the Roanoke Valley school 
districts.

Career and technical education is 
a high priority in Roanoke County 
Public Schools. Many of the posi-
tions your businesses are looking to 
fi ll don’t require a four-year educa-
tion. We’re working to help our 
students and parents see the value of 
all kinds of career pathways. Some 
pathways begin with a college de-
gree, but many more do not.

In the last decade we’ve devel-
oped many programs in response 
to the changes in workforce needs 
including cybersecurity, game de-
sign, introduction to nursing and 
emergency medical technician. And 
these are just the most recent CTE 
opportunities--we have all sorts of 
CTE programs that lead to all sorts 
of diff erent career pathways.

Just like our student registered 
apprenticeship program, we need to 
expand our opportunities in career 
and technical education. Th is is no 
more important than at the Burton 
Center for Arts and Technology. 
Next year, the Burton Center will be 
60 years old. While we have some 

schools that are older, they have 
been signifi cantly renovated. Th e 
Burton Center has not. Each year, 
we turn away hundreds of students 
because we don’t have the space to 
expand or add classes. Th ese are 
hundreds of students that don’t have 
the opportunity to work to earn in-
dustry certifi cations, and receive 
advanced instruction in CTE areas, 
and the arts.

Students that are admitted into 
the Burton Center programs need 
the space to not only learn and 
develop the skills specifi c to their 
program, but also modern space 
to develop customer-service skills, 
business skills and artistic skills re-
lated to their program.

It’s long past time to build a big-
ger and better Burton.

We are working right now with 
the Board of Supervisors and a Bur-
ton Center Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee, appointed by both boards, 
that is developing and examining 
new opportunities for Burton.  We 
understand workforce develop-
ment is something your businesses 
rely on, and we want to be able to 
help provide that workforce. Th is is 
an ongoing project, and we’ll need 
your support to make this a reality.

In the meantime, we’re hard at 
work on renovations at William 
Byrd High School. Th is is an excit-
ing project to expand and fi nally 
renovate the home of the Terri-
ers. We look forward to completing 
this project in summer of 2023.

On behalf of the Roanoke Coun-
ty School Board, I’d like to thank the 
Board of Supervisors for their con-
tinued support of our schools. We’re 
incredibly fortunate in Roanoke 
County for the strong relationship 
between the school board and board 
of supervisors. You don’t fi nd that 
in many other localities and we’re 
proof that working together, we can 
continue to make Roanoke County 
the best place in Virginia and in the 
nation to live, work, learn and play.

Moretz details the State of the County schools
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Vinton Worship
Directory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Ja-
son Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is lo-
cated at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 
1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 

School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@veri-
zon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 

7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 
9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

I NEED HELP
Read Psalms 11:1 through 18:50

Many of the Psalms are full of praise to God. We sometimes 
visualize David as peacefully strumming a harp as he quietly 
watches a fl ock of sheep grazing on a grassy slope. Psalm 13 
presents a different picture.

David apparently had doubts, troubling thoughts, and enemies. 
Things did not always go well for him. In the fi rst part of this 
psalm, David, in authentic transparency, expressed some real 
concerns. He apparently had enemies who were getting a little 
too close for comfort. The amazing part is how, in spite of the 
chaos around him, David made a decision to trust God. 

But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your 
salvation (Psalm 13:5).

Everything does not always go well for us either. We face chal-
lenges that seem overwhelming, and we do not always see a 
clear path through the jungle of everyday life. But God is our 
Source of help, and we can trust Him to get us
through!

Prayer Suggestion: Father, I do not feel up to the task that is 
before me at times, but I have decided that I will trust You.

Quicklook: Psalm 13:1–6

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

As a mom, one of the best 
things you can have is fam-
ily and friends that love your 
kids as much as you do. Th is 
amazing love shined bright 
this past weekend.  My son, 
some know as Baby Drake 
(from this column) married 
his love with people that 
love them as much as we do. 

Hannah Jones and 
Drake, Tara and Steve Jones, 
Emilee Jones, myself and 
Greg, Drake’s dad David, 
his sisters Abbie Lewis and 
Cydney McGhee, along 
with so many, were blessed 
to feel this love. Family and 
friends came from all over 
including South Carolina, 
Richmond, Lynchburg, 
North Carolina. With Pas-
tor Jake Huff man offi  ciat-
ing, the beautiful ceremony 
took place at 3 p.m. on Sat-
urday, November 13, 2021 
at Villa Heights Baptist 
Church. 

Family and friends that 
stood side by side with the 
happy couple were best 
man Drake’s father David 
Lewis; groomsmen Bradley 
Harless, Bobby Conner, 
Ryan Dippel, Greg O’Neil, 
Brandon Sells; ring secu-
rity, Drake’s nephew Kellen 
McGhee; maid of honor, 
sister of the bride Emilee 
Jones; bridesmaids Morgan 
Perulous, Kayla Meyers, 
Jessica Brammer and sister 
of the groom Abbie Lew-
is; and fl ower girl Berkely 

Sells. Randy Nicely sang 
“When I Say I Do” during 
the Unity Sand Ceremony. 

Following the ceremony, 
the guests moved to the 
Vinton Moose Lodge event 
venue to be welcomed in 
the worm glow of candles 
on the tables, soft music 
provided by none other 
than Joey Nicely– he DJ’ed 
Tara and Steve’s wedding in 
1993. And for cocktail hour 
– my friend Nonie Hall 
created the most beautiful 
charcuterie bar you have 
ever seen. It was spectacular. 
(Take a look at my Facebook 
to see all the beautiful pic-
tures.) Special thanks to her 
“assistants” Nancy Mastry, 
Raven Griswald, Cydney 
McGhee, and Cheri Carroll.   

Once the wedding party 
arrived, they were intro-
duced, followed by Father/
Daughter and Mother/Son 
dances– there wasn’t a dry 
eye in the house– followed 
by an amazing dinner pro-
vided by Mike Wheeler 
BBQ, cake cutting with 
delicious cake/cupcakes by 
Cindy Gardner, the tradi-
tional garter and bouquet 

tosses and lot of dancing. 
After a “staged” sparkler 
exit the dancing continued, 
joined by karaoke provided 
by Aaron Blankenship into 
the night.  

Everything was cap-
tured by the amazing 
Elizabeth LaPradd –
check out her Facebook 
page, https://www.face-
book.com/elizabethsuepho-
tography; hair and make-
up for the wedding party 
was by Th e Hair Company 
IN Vinton, https://www.
facebook.com/thefami-
lyhaircompany; nails by 
LA Nails in Tanglewood, 
https://www.facebook.
com/pages/L%20A%20
Nails/163638190331118/; 
and for me, Nail’s ‘n Rays 
IN Vinton, https://www.
facebook.com/profi le.
hp?id=100052358893548.

Special thanks to Kim 
Barker for stepping in as “di-
rector” – I have said many 
times recently, I have been 
directing weddings for years, 
but when it’s your own 
child’s wedding, it’s a whole 
diff erent ballgame and very 
hard to step into a diff erent 
role. And thanks to Emilee’s 
boyfriend Holden O’Boyle 
for being “on call” through-
out wedding week and join-
ing us in tears every chance 
we got. Th ank you from the 
bottom of my heart to ev-
eryone that joined us in this 
special day. We love you all. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Lin inducted into Phi Kappa Phi
Elysia Lin of Hardy 

was recently initiated into 
Th e Honor Society of Phi 
Kappa Phi, the nation’s 
oldest and most selective 
all-discipline collegiate 
honor society. Lin was 
initiated at Virginia Com-
monwealth University.

Lin is among approxi-
mately 25,000 students, 
faculty, professional staff , 

and alumni to be initiated 
into Phi Kappa Phi each 
year. Membership is by in-
vitation only and requires 
nomination and approval 
by a chapter. 

Only the top 10 % 
of seniors and 7.5% of 
juniors are eligible for 
membership. Graduate 
students in the top 10 % 
of the number of candi-

dates for graduate degrees 
may also qualify, as do fac-
ulty, professional staff  and 
alumni who have achieved 
scholarly distinction.

Submit your community news and photos 

to vintonmessenger@ourvalley.org.

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS
Angie 

Chewning
FILLING IN FOR BOOTIE
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To place your ad, call 540-389-9355 
MAKE AN “A” IN ADVERTISING!

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

e only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Reg-

262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

STATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 
Smith Mountain Lake Auction. 
December 2. 37 Land tracts, 29 
are lake front having between 220’ 
and 1,019’ of lake frontage. All lots 
are over 5 acres. Excellent loca-
tion on main body of lake. Auction 
held at Hotel Roanoke at 4 PM. 
Live and Online bidding available 
– You must be registered One 
Week in Advance of the Auction to 
bid online.  For more information, 
visit woltz.com or call 800-551-
3588. Woltz & Associates, Inc. 
(VA #321) Real Estate Brokers & 
Auctioneers. Roanoke, VA.

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reach-
ing your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during util-
ity power outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call 
for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-833-688-1378

Dont let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their en-
tire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-510-0805

LIVESTOCK SALE
TOTAL PERFORMANCE BULL 
SALE. Friday, December 3, 2021 
at Noon. Featuring 188 Angus, 
Polled Hereford, Gelbvieh and 
Balancer bulls. Knoll Crest Farm, 
Red House, VA. Pre-register be-
fore sale day by calling 434-376-
3567 or at www.KnollCrestFarm.
com.

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you  ll 
your open positions! Promote job 
listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital Ad-
vertising Solutions reaching po-
tential candidates. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t -
ed, $395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, At-
torney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com” https://hiltonoliv-
erattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and other  nal 
expenses. Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 844-509-1697 
or visit  HYPERLINK “http://www.
Life55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certi  ed 
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

STATEWIDE  ADSAuctions

PUBLIC NOTICE 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn Radford 

COMBINATION 
TECHNICIAN 
PEMBROKE 
TELEPHONE 

COOPERATIVE 

Daleville Baptist 
Church  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014314-06-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014314-04-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014314-05-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014315-06-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014315-05-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014315-04-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014313-03-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014313-04-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014302-04-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014302-05-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CW20000063 

in re

SHOW CAUSE ORDER

Legals - City of 
Radford

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Trustee's Sale 
3225 Springview 

Drive, 
Christiansburg, 
Virginia 24073 

(Parcel ID: 030275; Tax 
Map No.:  090-C 7 32) 

 

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Help Wanted - 
General

Legals - Botetourt 
County
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

CALL NOW to advertise   389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

B U S I N E S S 
S E R V I C E S 
D I R E C T O R Y

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
Lesley Owens, Agent
8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
Bus 540-366-6384   Fax 540-366-6625
1451 W Main St, Salem, VA 24153
Spartan Square Shopping Center
(540) 404-3694
lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com

Thank you for your loyalty.  We appreciate you.

35 YEARS OF
 

EXPERIENCE!
Free Tree 

EVALUATIONS!

SATISFACTION 
TREE SERVICE

Call 540-387-2288 for more information

Electrolysis has been around for over 100 years! 
It is the only permanent hair removal solution.

Call today for an appointment   (304) 487-2296

Now accepting new clients!

Bluefield WV & Blacksburg VA
Now offering services in TWO locations!

Electrolysis by Betsy

Now selling bicycles and parts

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

Every week in 2021 we will award a local charity from a community  

in which we operate a donation of $1,000. Helping those communities 

around us is at the core of our operational philosophy. We truly 

 believe that high tides raise all ships and we are determined  

to add value to the communities in which we operate.

Through the charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back,  

Colonial Downs Group has made monetary and in-kind 

donations of more than $1,369,500, and has logged over 

2,500 service hours in Virginia communities.

TOGETHER
WE WIN

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS TO  
52 WORTHY CHARITIES

Star Wills  
Founder | Shining Stars Sports Academy

“Shining Stars Sports Academy’s (S3) goal is to provide students with the greatest 

school experience they’ve never experienced! S3 is the newest Co-ed Independent 

Private School in the state of VA. This donation by Rosie’s will help Shining Stars 

Sports Academy invest in providing vital resources for our students.”

Protect the
ones you love,
get your flu 
shot today.

@vaccinatevirginia

William Byrd junior Olivia Hurd ended her cross 
country season on a high note last Saturday with a 
13th place finish in the VHSL state cross country 
meet at Green Hill Park in West Roanoke County. 
That’s good for All-State honors in Class 3.

“What a way to end the 2021 cross country sea-
son!” said Byrd coach Eric Royal. “Having just the 
third girl achieve All-State under my time at Byrd. 
Olivia was super focused the last six weeks of the 
season and really asserted herself into the next level 
of runner.  What a post season she had, All-BRD , 
All-Region and All-State. 

Hurd was third in the Blue Ridge District race, 
then took sixth in the region to earn a spot in the state 
field. Her time of 19:38.9 was four seconds better 
than her regional time and the best of her high school 
career.

“Olivia had a great race,” said Royal. “She was 
aware of her place and what it would take to stay 
there. After the race she told me, ‘I was uncomfort-
able the whole time,’  I just smiled at her. As a dis-
tance runner you need to be able to put the discomfort 
away and just focus on running fast.”

Hurd was the only Byrd runner in either the boys 
or girls race.

“I was talking with coach (Brad, football) Lutz 

earlier in the week about the upcoming state meet, 
and I told him, ‘of course I would love to have a team 
going, however it is super cool to plan every workout 
specifically designed for making Olivia the best she 
can be for that day.”

Royal and Hurd went out to the course on Friday 
and discussed strategy.

“Olivia applied it almost  perfectly,” said Royal. 
“She outran several runners who beat her in the 
region meet. From the very start of the race she was 
in the top 15 and did an incredible job fighting to 
stay there.”

Coming into the last 800m Olivia was closing in 
on the group in front of her, going into 13th place and 
closing in on 12th. She finished less than a second 
behind the 12th place runner, 19:38.1 to 19:38.9 for 
Hurd.

“After the race I was not sure if All-State was top 
10 or 15,” said Royal. “Covid changed it last year. 
After confirming it was top 15, we all screamed a 
bit and hugs went around the group. I hope Olivia’s 
success will inspire others to #GETOUTANDRUN.”

The winning time in the Class 3 girls race was 
18:30.by Ava Bordner of Skyline High. Team cham-
pions were the Maggie Walker Governor’s School 
girls and the Abingdon boys.  

William Byrd’s Olivia Hurd placed 13th in the Class 3 
State Championship on Saturday, running a time of 
19:38.9 at Green Hill Park. PHOTO BY JON FLEMING

Byrd’s Hurd fi nishes 13th in Class 3 race 
to earn all-state cross country honors

William Byrd junior Colin Murtaugh was recognized by the Roanoke County 
School board for his swimming accomplishments as a sophomore at their 
November 11 meeting. Colin was the Class 3 state champion in both the 50 Free 
Style and 100 Butterfly. Here Colin is congratulated by school board member 
Tim Greenway. Byrd athletic director Jason Taylor and assistant principal 
Marcee Cook were also in attendance. “Colin is “humble, kind, and a leader 
by example,” said Byrd swim coach Krista Martin. “We are lucky to have him 
on the team. He is so mature at such a young age. We are proud of Colin and 
his accomplishments and the type of student athlete he is.”         

Roanoke County School Board recognizes Murtaugh

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Last Dance for 
“Coach Fu” is 
with the Devils

The Virginia Tech football 
team defeated Duke, 
48-17, on Saturday at Lane 
Stadium in Blacksburg and 
three days later Justin 
Fuente was relieved of 
his duties as head coach. 
J.C. Price will take over 
as interim head coach 
while athletic director 
Whit Babcock conducts 
a search for Fuente’s 
successor. The Hokies 
are 5-5 with two games 
remaining, this Saturday 
at Miami and November 
27 in the big rivalry game 
with the University of 
Virginia in Charlottesville. 
Above, Tech’s Keshawn 
King scores on a 47 yard 
touchdown pass from 
Braxton Burmeister to 
give Tech a 14-0 lead early 
in the second quarter in 
Saturday’s win over the 
Blue Devils.

PHOTO BY SUZANNE WITCHER




