
Vinton resident Tiff any 
Rawling received a surprise 
this week when she learned 
she was the recipient of an 
unusual honor. She has been 
asked to be an OFFICIAL 
Santa’s Helper for the 2021 
Christmas season and her 
home has been named a 
drop-off  station for Letters 
to Santa on their way to the 
North Pole.

Her notifi cation letter, 
dated November 26, 2021, 
came from Patch, in the 
North Pole Division for Re-
cruitment and stated:

Dear Tiff any,
I am writing to inform 

you that you have been se-
lected for an esteemed holi-
day honor. Because of your 
contagious Christmas spirit 
and convenient residential 
location, Santa Claus is re-
questing your assistance this 
holiday season as an OFFI-
CIAL Santa’s Helper.

Because of your helpful 
nature and giving spirit, we 
feel certain that you will be 
up to the task. As such, you 
will be receiving a special 
shipment of materials in the 
coming days with further 
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Haley Has It For Less...
                For Vinton!

1530 Courtland Road NE,

$100 Off Your Best Deal!

Haley Toyota

V E S T E D 
P A R T N E R S P A R

www.vestedmfo.com
540.389.6060

mmmm

Takes the chore out of switching

Visit us at www.bankofbotetourt.com 

No headache. No hassle.

Rosie’s expanded gam-
ing location on Vinyard 
Road in Vinton will 
open to the public on 
December 8 at 11 a.m.

Rosie’s is adding to 
the fun and entertain-
ment in Vinton with 
350 new, never-seen-be-
fore games (bringing the 
total to 500), an updat-
ed and remodeled high 
limit gaming area, and 
a new stage for hosting 
local and national enter-
tainment acts. 

The overall space has 
more than doubled from 
15,000 square feet to 
33,000 square feet and a 
parking garage has been 

added with 280 well-lit 
spaces.

Colonial Downs 
group is making a $28 
million investment in 
the Vinton community 
with the expansion proj-
ect. It will also be hiring 
more team members and 
increasing tax payments 
to the Town of Vinton. 

To show the group’s 
ongoing commitment 
to community partner-
ships, Rosie’s will be 
making the following 
check presentations on 
Wednesday:

• Vinton First Aid 
Crew - $25,000

• Marine Toys for Tots 
- $5,000  

• Vinton Historical 
Society - $5,000 The expanded Rosie’s Gaming Emporium in Vinton 

will open on December 8. Construction began in 
early 2021.

Expanded Vinton Rosie’s opening December 8

See Rosie’s page 2

Vinton History Museum wins spot at 
Hotel Roanoke Fashions for Evergreens

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Be sure to visit the Hotel Roanoke Fashions for 
Evergreens event this year to see tree No. 9 created 
by the Vinton History Museum with its Victorian 
Christmas theme.

Bonsack Elementary 
celebrates Thanksgiving 
with ‘Balloons over 
Bonsack’ Parade

PHOTO  DEBBIE ADAMS
Fifth graders at Bonsack Elementary held their annual 
“Balloons over Bonsack” parade on November 23, to 
the delight of students in other grade levels who lined 
the halls as spectators.

Students at Bonsack 
Elementary School cel-
ebrated Th anksgiving last 
week with a school tradi-
tion – the “Balloons over 
Bonsack” parade. 

Each year the fi fth 
graders parade through 
the halls on the day be-
fore Th anksgiving break 
in their own version of 
the Macy’s Th anksgiving 
Parade, carrying balloon 
puppets they have created, 
representing those seen in 
the actual Macy’s Th anks-
giving Day parade. Th is is 
the sixth year for the Bon-
sack parade.

 “‘Balloons over Bon-
sack’ was a huge success,” 
said fi fth grade teacher 
Suzanne Witcher. “Fifth 
grade created some fabu-
lous balloons with t-shirts 
to match! An excellent 
STEM activity! Way to go 
Bobcats!”

Th e parade is the culmi-
nation of a student STEM 
project which begins with 
students reading the book 
“Balloons over Broadway” 
to learn about the history 
of the Macy’s Th anksgiving 
Day Parade.

In the book, author Me-
lissa Sweet tells the story of 
Tony Sarg, the puppeteer 

When the Vinton His-
tory Museum fi rst submit-
ted an application to deco-
rate a tree for the annual 
“Fashions for Evergreens” 
event at Th e Hotel Roa-
noke & Conference Cen-
ter, it was put on a waiting 
list. 

History Museum Ex-
ecutive Director Judy Cun-
ningham says that some-
one dropped out at the last 
minute, giving the muse-
um the opportunity to en-
ter the prestigious United 
Way fundraiser, but little 
time to prepare the tree.

Th e museum volun-
teers brainstormed about 
a theme and Cunningham 
remembered they had 
“some gorgeous Victorian 
ornaments donated by 
Nancy Morris, so we de-
cided to have a ‘Victorian’ 
theme.”

Volunteers, members of 
the museum’s board of di-
rectors, and Cunningham 
worked on the design, in-
cluding Debbie Pitts, Mary 
Beth Layman, Ann Hewitt, 
Jan Dickens, and Becky 
Miller.

After researching orna-
ments during the Victorian 
era, the group put together 
the display beginning with 
Morris’s donated orna-
ments. KB Mercantile in 
Vinton loaned them a 
garland of pearls and lace, 
a tree skirt, and porcelain 
doll ornaments. 

Th e museum had lights 
and some miscellaneous 
ornaments to add from 
the collection. Th e volun-
teers decided to make some 
ornaments themselves–
including the Victorian 
“Tussie-Mussies,” which 
are decorated cones fi lled 

Rawling named Offi  cial Santa’s Helper, home 
designated drop-off  station for Letters to Santa

See Helper, page 2

See Fashions for Evergreens, page 2

PHOTOS COURTESY NORTH POLE
Tiffany Rawling of Vinton has been notified by the North Pole that she is an Official Santa’s Helper for the 2021 Christmas season.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Parade, page 6
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Colonial Downs 
Group is a business op-
erator in Virginia em-
ploying more than 1,000 
team members in the 
Commonwealth, paying 
over $30 million in an-
nual salaries, wages, and 
benefits. 

The company has 
made a $300 million in-
vestment in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. 
The company pays more 
than $32 million in an-
nual state and local taxes 
plus an additional $12 
million in racing indus-
try payments annually.

When the expanded 
Rosie’s opens, social dis-
tancing will be practiced 
at all times. Although 
masks are no longer re-
quired for guests, Rosie’s 
team members are re-
quired to wear them.

Protect the
ones you love,
get your flu 
shot today.

@vaccinatevirginia

Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

Every week in 2021 we will award a local charity from a community  

in which we operate a donation of $1,000. Helping those communities 

around us is at the core of our operational philosophy. We truly 

 believe that high tides raise all ships and we are determined  

to add value to the communities in which we operate.

Through the charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back,  

Colonial Downs Group has made monetary and in-kind 

donations of more than $1,369,500, and has logged over 

2,500 service hours in Virginia communities.

TOGETHER
WE WIN

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS TO  
52 WORTHY CHARITIES

Jacqueline Yue  
Executive Director | Camp Under the Stars

“Thank you for helping Camp Under the Stars to provide a supportive, inclusive 

camp community that values each child’s uniqueness, celebrates our differences, 

and respects nature and the planet. Your support will help us to provide a camp 

experience to all campers, regardless of their family’s ability to pay the camp fee.”

OmniSource metal 
recyclers in Vinton re-
cently partnered with 
the Roanoke County Fire 
and Rescue Department, 
allowing Vinton Station 
2 to use its site to train 
local crews in vehicle ex-
trication.

According to Roanoke 
County Fire and Rescue 
Community Outreach 
Coordinator Brian Cling-
enpeel, a few months ago 
units from the Vinton 
station responded to a 
small vehicle fire at Om-
nisource. Their captain 
asked about the possibil-
ity of training at Omni-
Source since they recycle 
old cars. The recycling 
center generously agreed, 
and training took place 
during the week of No-
vember 15.

“Vehicle extrication 
training involves using 
tools that are commonly 
called ‘Jaws of Life’ but 
actually are comprised 
of cutters and spreaders,” 
Clingenpeel explained. 
“Our battery-operated 

OmniSource in Vinton partners with 
Roanoke County Fire and Rescue

PHOTOS COURTESY ROANOKE COUNTY FIRE AND RESCUE
Crews from the Roanoke County Fire and Rescue Department Station 2 (Vinton) trained on vehicle extractions at OmniSource in Vinton.

tools are relatively new to 
us, and crews don’t often 
get to use them to actu-
ally cut up cars, but it is 
a vital skill to have when 
it’s really needed, and 
people may be trapped 
in wrecked vehicles. 

“The training also in-
volves making sure crews 

know how to stabilize a 
wrecked vehicle that may 
be on its top or side so as 
not to injure rescuers or 
further injure occupants 
of the vehicle,” he said. 
“They also use saws and 
other tools to learn how 
to safely remove glass 
(windshields, etc.). We 

just don’t often have ac-
cess to wrecked vehicles 
to practice on, and so 
OmniSource deserves 
credit for allowing us to 
train there.”

OmniSource, a whol-
ly owned subsidiary of 
Steel Dynamics, Inc., 
is one of the nation’s 

leading metals recycling 
companies. It is one of 
North America’s largest 
processors and distribu-
tors of scrap and second-
ary metals. It collects, 
processes, resells, and 
trades a wide variety of 
ferrous and non-ferrous 
scrap. The corporation 

includes more than 50 
U.S. scrap collection 
and processing facilities, 
including 11 operating 
shredders, providing the 
capacity to process 7 
million tons of ferrous 
scrap annually, and more 
than a billion pounds of 
non-ferrous metals.

Fashions for Evergreens from page 1

with bouquets of fl owers 
and fragrant herbs. 

Th ey felt the tree should 
represent the Town of Vin-
ton, as well, so photographs 
were framed from the mu-
seum archives of people, 
places and things in the 
Vinton area and are hanging 
on the tree.

Not on the tree itself, but 
part of the total display is 
a Victorian house, on loan 
from Jan Dickens, a sleeping 
cat and rocking horse from 
Ann Hewitt, and standing 
porcelain dolls from the 
museum’s collection.

“It was quite a com-
munity project,” said Pitts, 
Vinton Historical Society 
treasurer.

Th e tree was decorated 
on Sunday and Monday, 
November 21 and 22. 
In addition to those who 
worked on the design and 
the gathering of supplies, 
Judy Kelley, Becky Cundiff  
and Randy Layman helped 
with the actual decorating.

Th e public is invited to 
stop by Th e Hotel Roanoke 
to view the display. Th e 
Vinton History Museum 
tree is No. 9, located on the 
Hokie Wall in the Confer-
ence Center. Visitors are 
encouraged to vote for their 
favorite tree for the People’s 
Choice Award – with dona-
tions of any size. All pro-
ceeds benefi t the United 
Way of Roanoke Valley.

Over the past decade, 
“Fashions for Evergreens” 
has raised more than 
$62,000 for United Way of 
Roanoke Valley and its non-
profi t partners.

 “Fashions for Ever-
greens” opened on Th anks-
giving and will run through 
New Year’s Day.

Th e Vinton History Mu-
seum would like to thank 
Th e Hotel Roanoke & 
Conference Center for al-
lowing it to have a tree in 
the exhibit. 

“We feel it is a great hon-
or recognizing the museum 
and the Town of Vinton,” 
said Cunningham.

Th e Hotel Roanoke de-
scribes “Fashions for Ever-

greens” as a “timeless holiday 
tradition. It’s especially rele-
vant this year as families and 
our entire community work 
to stay connected and help 
each other through tough 
times. While online visitors 
may only be donating a dol-
lar or two when they vote for 
their favorite tree, by pitch-
ing in together the event 
helps us extend a hand to 
many families throughout 
the Roanoke Valley who are 
struggling to keep a roof over 
the head and food on the 
table,” said Abby Hamilton, 
President & CEO of United 
Way of Roanoke Valley.

To vote and donate on-
line, visit https://www.uwrv.
org/fashions. 

Th e Vinton History Mu-
seum plans to hold its annual 
Holiday Open House on 
Saturday, December 4 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Not only 
can you tour the museum, 
beautifully decorated for the 
holidays, you can do some of 
your Christmas shopping at 
the same time.

Volunteers have created 
many gift baskets full of 
goodies for sale, in addition 
to Town of Vinton tapes-
try throws, Vinton t-shirts, 
collector Vinton Christmas 
tree ornaments, Roland E. 
Cook notecards, commemo-
rative engraved bricks to be 
placed in the pergola, vintage 
Black Swan yearbooks from 
various years, and museum 
memberships.

COVID protocols will be 
observed at the open house, 
including the required wear-
ing of masks, and social dis-
tancing.

Th e Vinton History Mu-
seum is located at 210 E. 
Jackson Avenue in down-
town Vinton.

You may also contact the 
museum at info@vintonhis-
torymuseum.org or call 342-
8634.

instructions. We are happy 
to have you as an offi  cial 
member of Santa’s team.

And remember—
Christmas is about more 
than magic, gifts, and fun 
decorations. Please be sure 
to make time to celebrate 
the true meaning of the 
Christmas season. I will be 
in touch soon.

Merrily,
Patch
When asked for her 

thoughts about this honor, 
Tiff any commented, “I 
was really surprised to be 
chosen. I have always loved 
celebrating Christmas: dec-
orations, giving gifts, sing-
ing Christmas Carols by 
candlelight at church, and 
Santa, of course.

“Apparently, my pri-
mary task will be to serve 
as a drop-off  location for 
Letters to Santa. I will re-
ceive special instructions 
on how to get the letters to 
the North Pole.”

For those writing Let-
ters to Santa, please address 
your letter to:

Santa Claus
North Pole
Santa will try to respond 

to each letter if the return 
address is listed. (Although 
Santa knows where each 

child lives, with all the let-
ters this time of year, he 
doesn’t want to get things 
mixed up.)

In the coming days, a 
special, free-standing red 
mailbox will be delivered 
to Tiff any’s house at 1112 
East Washington Avenue 
in Vinton, where you can 
drop off  your letters to San-
ta. Tiff any will then gather 
the letters and prepare 
them for North Pole de-
livery. Santa and his team 
need time to prepare for 
the Big Night, though, so 
get your letters in quickly!

Simply pull into Tiff a-
ny’s driveway, drive straight 
through on the paved piece 
in front of the other house 
and back out– there are 
driveway “ramp” entrances 
at both ends. Her home is 
located near the intersec-
tion of Bypass Road and 
Washington Avenue, near 
the old Sunfl ower Spa and 
Bruce Mayer’s Law Offi  ces.

Letters can also be 
mailed it to Tiff any at: Tif-
fany Rawling, 1112 East 
Washington Avenue, Vin-
ton 24179, if desired. Th e 
key is having a return ad-
dress, in order to make sure 
Santa can get a letter back 
to them.

Helper from page 1

Rosie’s from page 1

Submit your 
community 
news and 
photos to 

vintonmessenger
@ourvalley.org.

• Children’s Assis-
tive Technology Ser-
vices - $1,000

• Mill Mountain 
Zoo - $1,000

Colonial Downs 
Group and Rosie’s 
have made direct 
monetary and in-kind 
donations of more 
than $1,375,000 and 
have logged over 2,500 
service hours in Vir-
ginia communities.
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Williams Carpet 
Cleaning

“Thanks to all my customers 
for their loyalty of the years”

Anyone interested in 
purchasing this business, 

give me a call at 

540-989-1825

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Topsides
 7. Sino-Soviet block 
(abbr.)
10. A Sultan’s court
12. Maine city
13. Largest living land 
animal
14. Appetizer
15. Encounters
16. Leader
17. The source of bacon
18. Nuclear near reach 
weapon (abbr.)
19. Celery (Spanish)
21. Pie _ __ mode
22. Eye disease
27. Hello (slang)
28. Those in their 80s
33. Law enforcement 
agency (abbr.)

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

34. Business organiza-
tions
36. Mimic
37. For indicating speed 
of rotation (abbr.)
38. Feeling
39. Visual way to interact 
with computers (abbr.)
40. “Let It Snow!” song-
writer
41. Essential oil used as 
perfume
44. Norwegian composer
45. Coast
48. __ lang syne, good 
old days
49. Gland behind the 
stomach
50. Tooth caregiver
51. King of Camelot

CLUES DOWN
 1. N. American indig-
enous people
 2. Fascinated by
 3. Root of out
 4. Patti Hearst’s captors
 5. Atomic #50
 6. Habitual drunkard
 7. Arabic for “peace”
 8. Trickery
 9. One’s physique (slang)
10. Not quite there
11. Wistfully mournful
12. Popular dance
14. Cut of meat
17. A way to stand
18. “Gunga Din” screen-
writer
20. 10th month of the 
year (abbr.)
23. A way of jumping

24. Utah town
25. Of I
26. Actress de Armas
29. Silver
30. Play a role
31. __ Falls
32. Attaches to
35. Japanese title
36. Expressed pleasure
38. Buckets
40. Dirt
41. Hypnotists’ group 
(abbr.)
42. Restaurant 
drive-__
43. Digs up
44. He voices “Olaf”
45. Relaxing place
46. Body part
47. Pesky house critter

Who are the best cooks in Vinton? Part 2 ~ by Debbie Adams
During the holiday sea-

son, one of the main topics 
of conversation is always 
food. We have asked Vin-
ton residents to name some 
of the best cooks in town 
and asked the cooks to share 
some of their favorite reci-
pes.

One name at the top of 
many lists is Mildred Scott. 
Mildred is well known in 
Vinton for her cakes (espe-
cially coconut), her cooking 
at the Vinton War Memo-
rial and Th rasher Memorial 
United Methodist Church, 
her catering (she comment-
ed once that she “cooked 
my children’s way through 
college”), the weddings she 
plans, her galas and birthday 
parties, her career in bank-
ing, and in the Roanoke 
County and the Town of 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
 Mildred Scott has been 
named one of the Best 
Cooks in Vinton. She 
is shown with Board of 
Supervisors Chairman 
Jason Peters at a gala at 
the Vinton War Memorial.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
 Carol Mattox (front) has been named as one of 
Vinton’s Best Cooks.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Best Cook Angie Chewning

Mildred shared some of her most 
popular recipes for the holidays.

 

Mildred declines to share her coconut cake recipe, but 
she was willing to share another favorite:

Another frequently 
requested recipe is her 
pimento dip.

When asked, many peo-
ple say their mothers are or 
were the best cooks they 
have known. Not so with 
Bootie Chewning who says 
she’s “not that great a cook” 
herself, but her daughter 
Angie, Executive Director 
of the Vinton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, truly is 
a great cook. If you keep 
an eye on Angie’s Facebook 
page, quite often you will 
fi nd a recipe posted there.

Angie shared two family favorites with us.

I will sneak in a heavenly recipe of my own here 
that I make for Christmas Day. I have no idea where 
the recipe came from.

Vinton Treasurer’s Offi  ces, 
and her support for the Re-
publican Party. 

So many of those 
named as the Best Cooks 
in Vinton seem to have 
a background as church 
cooks. Carol Mattox 
for many years cooked 
Wednesday night din-
ners at Th rasher Memo-
rial. Vinton Vice Mayor 

Sabrina McCarty says, 
“My favorite ‘In Vin-
ton’ cook is Carol Mat-
tox. I absolutely love her 
chicken salad.” Mattox 
says this is a recipe some-
one shared with her on 
an Emmaus Walk.

Here’s the recipe.

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS
I hope everyone had a 

wonderful Turkey Day and 
got their bellies full! We sure 
did! It was a much smaller 
crowd this year than normal, 
which makes me sad but 
we still enjoyed it. Th ank 
you, Abbie Lewis, Drake 
and Hannah Lewis, Greg 
Chewning, Michelle, Brian 
and Devin Barlow, Aaron 
Blankenship, and Vickie and 
Kent Smith. As you notice, 

Mom was not on that list  – 
she wasn’t feeling well and 
didn’t get to join us. 

Reminder – our Vinton 
Christmas Parade is Th urs-
day, December 2. Christmas 
tree lighting and entertain-

ment start at 6 p.m. at the 
Municipal Building. Th e 
parade steps off  at 7 p.m. – 
it will begin at the War Me-
morial and end at Billy Byrd 
Apartments. 

Th e second annual Santa 
Crawl will be Tuesday, De-
cember 14. It will begin at 
5:30 and “crawl” through 
Vinton neighborhoods! Be 
on the lookout for Santa’s 
map! 

Angie
Chewning
Filling in for Bootie
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by off ering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival off ers its own unique 
atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE!

VINTON CHRISTMAS PARADE
Dec 2, 2021 6:00 PM

Downtown Vinton Vinton, Virginia 24179
Annual Christmas parade over 100 entries.

The Parade that kicks off the holiday season!
6PM- Tree lighting ceremony and entertainment 

at the Vinton Municipal Building          7PM Parade
Parade ends at the The Vinton Farmers’ Market where you 

can visit and have pictures taken with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus while enjoying refreshments and entertainment. 

Twin Creeks Brewery and many other downtown 
Vinton Businesses will be open late as well.

WE NOW OFFER NEW HEADLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

As winter begins to 
fully set in, the Vinton 
Library has plenty on 
the calendar for all ages. 
In fact, everyone is wel-
come to come to our “Up 
on the Rooftop” holiday 
event on December 11 
from 5:30-7 p.m. Santa 
will be stopping by on 
the roof of the library. 
Wave to Santa as you 
drive through and pick 
up a special treat from 
a jolly elf at the drive-
thru window (while sup-
plies last). Don’t forget 
to bring your letter to 
Santa and the elves will 
make sure it gets to the 
North Pole. 

Join us on Decem-
ber 15 at 6 p.m. for our 
Holiday Ugly Sweater 
Movie Night. Wear your 
ugliest holiday sweater 
and watch “Krampus,” a 
dark and clever holiday 
movie! Snacks and hot 
cocoa with be provided 
(while supplies last).

Adult book clubs will 
be meeting on Zoom 
this winter. Th e Vinton 
Book Club will be dis-
cussing “Th e Vanishing 
Half ” by Brit Bennett on 
December 2 at 3 p.m. As 
the Page Turns will meet 
on December 8 at 2 p.m. 
to discuss “Th e Madness 
of Crowds” by Louise 
Penny. Register to get 
the Zoom link. 

For crafty adults, 
Take and Creates will be 
available beginning on 
December 1, and a Cre-
ations and Temptations 
kit containing supplies 
to make a pearl and crys-
tal snowfl ake ornament 
will be available start-
ing December 6. Th ese 
will be fi rst come, fi rst 
served, so come by early.

On December 13 at 
11 a.m., Th e Better Busi-
ness Bureau of Western 

Virginia will be back on 
Zoom, talking about the 
12 Scams of Christmas. 
Register for this Zoom 
program.

Take and Creates and 
Wonder Packs continue 
in December for kids 
and teens – come by 
early to pick up yours 
before winter break, as 
they will only be avail-
able while supplies last. 
Mad Scientists kits will 
not be available for the 
month of December but 
will return in January.

Giant Paper Bag Star 
Craft Kits for teens 
aree available for pick-
up, while supplies last. 
Weekly Drop-Ins for 
teens will continue 
through the month of 
December. Stop by each 
Monday at 4 p.m. for a 
surprise pop up event, 
game, or take-home 
activity. Each week is 
diff erent, so you won’t 
know until you show. 

Because Christmas is 
on a Saturday this year, 
the library’s holiday clo-
sure schedule will be 
slightly diff erent. We 
will close at 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 
22 and reopen again at 
10 a.m. on Monday, De-
cember 27. We will then 
be closed on December 
31 and January 1 for 
New Year’s Eve and New 
Year’s Day.

 From all of us at the 
Vinton Library, we wish 
everyone a very happy 
holiday season!

Call the library to 
register for events at 
540-857-5043 or visit 
https://www.roanoke-
countyva.gov/1970/Li-
brary. 

By Caitlin DeMarco, 
Senior Library Assistant, 

Vinton Public Library

Frye spends Th anksgiving 
decorating the White House

Mark Frye spent a more 
remarkable Th anksgiving 
holiday than most, despite 
having to miss Th anksgiv-
ing dinner with his family. 
Frye is the talented and 
well-known owner and 
creative designer at Cre-
ative Occasions, Events, 
Flowers, and Gifts in 
Vinton. He received what 
he described as the great 
honor of being selected as 
a 2021 volunteer holiday 
decorator at the White 
House in Washington, 
D.C. and spent November 
25-29 in the capital.

When he discovered 
he was on the chosen list, 
Frye said, “It’s defi nitely 
been a bucket list item for 
me for a long time and it’s 
hard to believe it’s real!” 
Th is is the fi rst time he 
applied for the position – 
back in October.

“It’s just something I’ve 
always dreamed of doing! 
I have a friend who has 
done it in the past and en-
couraged me to apply.”

Frye says the applica-
tion did not require sub-
mitting any specifi c design 
ideas, but “they do want 
to know about your back-
ground.” A quick glance 
at the Creative Occasions 
Facebook page would an-
swer any questions about 
his creativity and experi-
ence. Frye says he includ-
ed pictures and links to his 
social media accounts so 
they could “see what sort 
of design work I had done 
in the past.”

He says that the theme 
and design aspects of 
this year’s White House 
Christmas were decided 

far in advance by First 
Lady Jill Biden and the 
creative team at the White 
House without input from 
the volunteer decorators 
who were just notifi ed in 
November, so they had no 
part in the actual design 
phase.

“Th e volunteers were 
assigned a team and each 
team to a room or area 
within the house,” Frye 
said. “Th en, we worked 
to install the plan in that 
room! So our roles could 
include trees, wreaths, 
garlands, etc. 

“Now that the experi-
ence has fi nished, I have 
to say that it was sort of 
like an out-of-body ex-
perience!” Frye said. “A 
bit surreal. And I’ve been 
amazed at the friendliness, 
kindness and generosity 
of all the other volunteers 
and White House staff  
that I encountered!”  

Th e theme for this 
year’s Christmas display 
throughout the White 
House is “Gifts from the 
Heart.” Gifts which in-
clude faith, community, 
family, friendship, learn-
ing, nature, gratitude, ser-
vice, peace, unity, and the 
arts. 

Th e First Lady revealed 
the decorations to the 
public with a tour for me-
dia on November 29.

“Th e things we hold 
sacred unite us and tran-
scend distance, time, and 
even the constraints of 
a pandemic: faith, fam-
ily, and friendship; a love 
of the arts, learning, and 
nature; gratitude, service, 
and community; unity 
and peace,” the Bidens 
wrote in a commemora-
tive 2021 White House 

holiday guidebook. 
“Th ese are the gifts that tie 
together the heart strings 
of our lives. Th ese are the 
gifts from the heart.”

Over 100 volunteers 
participated in decorating 
the Executive Mansion 
with 41 Christmas trees, 
2,000 yards of ribbon, 
300 candles, 79,000 lights 
on trees, wreaths, gar-
lands, and displays, and 
over 10,000 ornaments. 
Th ere are 25 wreaths on 
the facades of the build-
ing.

Th ere is a gigantic gin-
gerbread White House 
recognizing front-line 
workers who “persevered 
through the coronavirus 
pandemic.” Th e White 
House pastry team used 
55 sheets of baked gin-
gerbread, 120 pounds of 
pastillage (paste icing), 35 
pounds of chocolate, and 
25 pounds of royal icing.

Th e offi  cial White 

House tree, always set up 
in the Blue Room, is an 
18-foot Fraser fi r, deco-
rated this year with peace 
doves.

On the East Landing, 
there is a Gold Star Tree 
honoring the heroic men 
and women of the mili-
tary “who have laid down 
their lives for our country, 
and the families who carry 
on their legacies.”

Frye was not permitted 
to take photographs, but 
the results of the labor of 
the volunteers can be seen 
on the annual HGTV 
Christmas at the White 
House broadcast sched-
uled for December 12 at 
6 p.m.

Mark Frye’s Creative 
Occasions has been in 
business for 27 years – 
21 of those in Vinton on 
East Lee Avenue – easily 
identifi able by the always-
spectacular window dis-
plays.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Mark Frye of Creative Occasions, Events, Flowers, 
and Gifts in Vinton spent his Thanksgiving holiday 
weekend as a volunteer decorator at the White House.

PHOTO  COURTESY OF THE WHITE HOUSE
 The theme of this year’s White House Christmas is “Gifts of the Heart.” This is the scene in the Blue Room – a 
tree decorated with peace doves.
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Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, VINTON MESSENGER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 
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$44.00 In County

$48.00 Out of County
$52.00 Out of State

One Year 
Digital Subscription 
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YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY 
YOU LIKE IT!

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Vinton Vice Mayor Sabrina McCarty, her husband Chris, and their family have 
established a family tradition of walking in the Drumstick Dash every Thanksgiving. 
This year was no different, except for an addition to the family  – new grandson 
Jackson Thomas Wallace.

WBHS Choir to perform at 
Roanoke tree lighting on Dec. 3

Th e William Byrd High School 
Choir, under the direction of Matt 
Bartley, will open the holiday sea-
son at Roanoke’s annual Christ-

mas Tree Lighting Ceremony on 
Friday, December 3. Th e choir 
will perform familiar songs and 
carols on the Freedom First Stage 

on Salem Avenue from 5:30 to 
6:15 p.m., prior to the lighting of 
the Christmas tree in downtown 
Roanoke.

Desert Sun wins 
Best Tanning 
Salon Award

Desert Sun Tanning 
Salon Walnut Avenue in 
Vinton has been named 
the Best Tanning Salon 
by the SWVA Living 
Magazine for 2021. Des-
ert Sun, a family-owned 
salon, has been in busi-
ness for 33 years. 

Desert Sun won the 
Reader’s Choice Award 
for tanning salons from a 
group of 14 salons in the 
region. Votes were sub-
mitted in July 2021 for 
the contest.

Gene West bought the 
building where the salon 
is located in 1986. His 
friend who ran a tanning 

business on Route 419 
suggested that West open 
one in Vinton. His salon 
opened in 1988 with six 
tanning beds. Desert Sun 
is a family-owned busi-
ness, including West’s 
daughter Mitzi West 
Johnson.

West says that the 
building has been such 
a landmark in the town 
that when citizens call 
the nearby Vinton Mu-
nicipal Building asking 
for directions so they can 
pay utility or tax bills, 
the staff  frequently uses 
Desert Sun as a point of 
reference.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Desert Sun Tanning Salon has won the 2021 Readers 
Choice Award from SWVA Living as Best Tanning 
Salon in the region.

Attention local entrepreneurs: 
Gauntlet 2022 accepting applications

Th e Advancement Foundation 
(TAF) is excited to announce, now in 
its 8th year– Gauntlet 2022. 

Th e Gauntlet is Virginia’s largest 
business program and competition 
and off ers a proven formula to develop 
business knowledge, pairing entrepre-
neurs with mentors, and opening up 
numerous resources for new and ex-

panding businesses. 
Gauntlet has served over 650 entre-

preneurs, developed a mentor network 
of 250 professionals, and awarded 
over $7 million in resources including 
grants, cash, and in-kind prizes.

Th e Gauntlet includes business 
training, mentorship, scaling strate-
gies, and much more! Anyone can 

participate in the classes and decide to 
compete for over $300,000 cash and 
prizes. 

Virtual classes begin February 1, 
2022.

For more information about Th e 
Gauntlet and to apply online, vis-
it www.Th eAdvancementFoundation.
org.

Town of Vinton road work 
notice for Mountain View Road

Crews will be on Mountain 
View Road in the coming days 
performing drilling and core tests 
on the pavement and substruc-
ture. 

This work is part of Vinton’s 
continued efforts to assess the 
quality of the roadway and to 
plan and implement the necessary 

projects to improve the corridor.
The work will be performed 

at various points in both direc-
tions along the entire length of 
the road within the town limits. 
While the road will not be closed, 
drivers are urged to use caution 
and watch out for flaggers who 
will be directing traffic around 

the work crews. 
The crews will be working 

throughout the day on Thursday, 
December 2, and Friday, Decem-
ber 3.

If you have any comments or 
questions, contact the Depart-
ment of Public Works at 983-
0646.

Th rasher Choir to perform in 
Roanoke’s Winterfest on Dec. 17

Th e Chancel and Handbell 
Choirs of Greene Memorial and 
Th rasher Memorial United Method-
ist Churches, Voices of Appalachia, 
Mu Phi Epsilon Music Fraternity, 
the Roanoke Symphony Orches-
tra, and special guests will present a 
concert of sacred and secular holiday 

favorites.
Th e concert will be led by Josh 

O’Dell, Minister of Music at Th rash-
er Memorial UMC in Vinton. Per-
formances will include “Schubert’s 
Magnifi cat in C,” “O Holy Night,” 
“Th e Little Drummer Boy,” and 
many more familiar songs of the 

stage and screen.
Th e concert will be held on Friday, 

December 17, at 7 p.m. at Greene 
Memorial UMC in downtown Roa-
noke beginning at 7 p.m. as part of 
Roanoke’s downtown holiday events.

Greene Memorial UMC is locat-
ed at 402 Second Street in Roanoke.

Candy Cane Express and launch 
of ‘Th e Station’ at VMT

Th anksgiving family tradition

The Virginia Mu-
seum of Transportation 
welcomes the public for 
the return of the popu-
lar Candy Cane Express 
event this Saturday and 
Sunday, Dec. 4 and 5.

The holiday themed 
celebration presented 
by Grand Home Fur-
nishings features train 
rides provided by the 
Roanoke NRHS, Santa 
photos with the 1218 
Locomotive, a live mag-
ic show, face painting, 
crafts, treats, vendors, a 
Roanoke Valley Model 
Railroad Club open 
house, the Mill Moun-
tain Zoo and more.   

Standard admission 
applies and train rides 
and Santa photos require 
an additional fee. Candy 
Cane Express and Santa 
photos will be Saturday, 

December 4 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sun-
day, December 5 from 
12 to 4 p.m. Santa pho-
tos require pre-registra-
tion.  More information 
can be found at www.
vmt.org.

Businesses and or-
ganizations were also 
invited to “Deck the 
Rails” to promote their 
businesses and add to 
the festive air of the 
museum during the 
holidays. 

The Virginia Mu-
seum of Transportation 
also announced the 
renovation and launch 
of the newly rebranded 
gift shop, aptly named 
“The Station.” This re-
tail location will feature 
a variety of items in the 
“road, rail and air” cate-
gories as well as soon to 

arrive local and region-
ally produced items, 
collectibles, memo-
rabilia, and fun and 
educational items for 
the younger visitors of 
the museum. Look for 
changes over the next 
days and weeks with 
excellent offerings for 
holiday shoppers.

The mission of the 
Virginia Museum of 
Transportation is to 
advance all modes of 
transportation across 
the Commonwealth, to 
celebrate and preserve 
the hard work and in-
genuity of generations 
past, and to inspire 
current and future gen-
erations to value this 
industry which is essen-
tial to Virginia’s history, 
culture, and economic 
growth. 

www.vintonmessenger.com
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Vinton Worship
Directory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Ja-
son Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is lo-
cated at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 
1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 

School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@veri-
zon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 

7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 
9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

NO LONGER A STRANGER
Read: Ephesians 1:1 through 3:21

Being a stranger in a new setting always causes a little anxiety. 
There are new faces and places. There are strange smells and 
sounds. There are new sights. The more foreign the land, the 
more intense these differences seem. Having a guide, someone 
who is familiar with the place and who can introduce us to new 
people, is very helpful.

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but 
fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his 
household (Ephesians 2:19).

At one time, we were all strangers to God’s kingdom and to His 
promises. But in Christ, we fi nd our way. He has “brought us 
near” when once we were “far off.” It is through His blood that 
He has brought us into the Kingdom. Because of Him we are 
no longer strangers and foreigners, but we are fellow citizens in 
God’s house.

Like a guide, Jesus is the one who has bought our passage and 
shown us the way. Because of Him, we can claim the status of 
being part of God’s household.

Prayer Suggestion: Thank God for bringing you into His King-
dom.

Quicklook: Ephesians 2:11–22

and marionette master who cre-
ated the fi rst Macy’s upside-down 
puppet parade balloons in 1928. 
Th e balloons have become the 
parade’s trademark in the years 
since, often with worries about 
whether the weather will support 
their inclusion in the parade.

Bonsack Librarian Rose Mc-
Carthy read the book to students 
in library class and they began 
brainstorming for their projects 
at the beginning of November. 

Students worked in groups, 
in pairs, or alone to plan and 
construct their balloon pup-
pets. Th ey can choose to create 
one of several famous character 
balloons, such as the Pillsbury 
Dough Boy, Elf on the Shelf, 
Nemo, Pete the Cat, Rudolph 
the Red-nosed Reindeer, Harry 
Potter, Snoopy, Pikachu, San-
ta Claus, the Hokie Bird, the 
Th anksgiving Turkey, Baby Yoda, 
Mr. Peanut or others. Th ey use a 

specifi c rubric of materials and 
dimensions. Students receive a 
grade for this STEM project.

Fifth graders “shopped” the 
school’s supplies the week before 
Th anksgiving after detailed plan-
ning with their groups and could 
“shop” the store for additional 
items if needed as they built their 
projects. Supplies included bal-
loons and string, straws, craft 
sticks, ribbon, recyclables (paper 
towel rolls, lids, tubes, etc.), vari-

ous kinds of paper, pipe cleaners, 
felt, or brads. Students were also 
allowed to use glue, tape, mark-
ers, crayons, and staples. Parents 
donated many of the items since 
the fi fth grade needs to restock 
each year for the project.

Students were asked to create 
the detailed parts of each balloon 
fi rst. Balloons were handed out 
mid-day on Tuesday, November 
23, and then fi nishing touches 
were added before the parade 

began.
Students in all other grade lev-

els, along with school staff  came 
out of their classrooms and of-
fi ces and lined the halls to watch 
the balloons go by, clapping and 
cheering.

Bonsack instructors involved 
in the project again this year 
were fi fth grade teachers Suzanne 
Witcher, Laura Muncey, and 
Christi Stanley, along with librar-
ian Rose McCarthy.

PHOTOS  DEBBIE ADAMSPHOTO COURTESY OF BONSACK ELEMENTARY

Parade from page 1
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Apartments for 
Rent

For Sale - Firewood

For Sale - Misc

Wanted - To Buy

Help Wanted - 
Drivers

Help Wanted - 
General

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

Help Wanted - 
General

Legals - Botetourt 
County

in re

in re

in re

Legals - Botetourt 
County

in re

in re

in re

Legals - Botetourt 
County

in re

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery County

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

STATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise your 
upcoming auctions statewide and in other 
states.  Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667
GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power outages, 
so your home and family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing Op-
tion. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378
Dont let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover 
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants 
to regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-510-0805
LIVESTOCK SALE
BCIA CULPEPER SENIOR BULL SALE, 
Saturday, December 11, Noon, Culpeper 

Agricultural Enterprise, Culpeper, VA. Selling 
78 Angus, Gelbvieh, Gelbvieh Balancer, Her-
eford, Red Angus, Simmental and SimAngus 
bulls.  Catalog 540-231-9159. Sale informa-
tion available at www.bcia.apsc.vt.edu. Sale 
available online at  HYPERLINK “https://www.
liveauctions.tv/” https://www.liveauctions.tv/
RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you  ll your open 
positions! Promote job listings regionally or 
statewide! Affordable Print and Digital Adver-
tising Solutions reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 court 
cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  HY-
PERLINK “https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral and other  nal 
expenses. Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or visit  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-4974

STATEWIDE  ADS

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

e only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
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1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Legals - 
Montgomery County

Legals - 
Montgomery County

,
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If you believe in your business and 
want to build it...

To place a classifi ed ad, call 540-389-9355 

ADVERTISE! Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

35 YEARS OF
 

EXPERIENCE!
Free Tree 

EVALUATIONS!

SATISFACTION 
TREE SERVICE

Call 540-387-2288 for more information

Electrolysis has been around for over 100 years! 
It is the only permanent hair removal solution.

Call today for an appointment   (304) 487-2296

Now accepting new clients!

Bluefield WV & Blacksburg VA
Now offering services in TWO locations!

Electrolysis by Betsy

WE NOW OFFER NEW HEADLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

Check us out at golocalcards.com

“Go Local Cards” can be purchased 
online or at our card retailers.

This holiday season, buy a 
$20 Go Local Card 

and receive 
“HUNDREDS 

OF DISCOUNTS” 
throughout the NRV and beyond.
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

It’s a little cold outside and that can 
only mean one thing. Winter sports are 
here for William Byrd High School.

The Virginia High School League win-
ter season officially began on Monday and 
Terrier teams are opening this week. Both 
basketball teams took on Cave Spring on 
Tuesday and the swimming and wrestling 
teams are set to open as well.

The Terriers didn’t fare well in their 
basketball debuts, but it’s a long season. 
The boys dropped a 65-51 game in Vinton 
while the girls fell to the Knights at Cave 
Spring, 54-51.

“I thought we came out and the nerves 
got us a little bit,” said boys coach Brad 
Greenway, who has moved from the girls’ 
bench to be the boys’ coach. “The students 
came out in full support and did a great 
job, the energy was high, and I thought 
that we could have handled that a little 
better on offense early.  Not too worried 
about that.”

The Knights, who expect to have one of 
the best teams in the area again, jumped to 
an early lead and the Terriers were never 
able to catch up.  Cave Spring led 16-10 
after one quarter, then outscored Byrd 
16-2 in the second quarter to go up 32-12 
at the half.

“Cave played us well defensively,” said 
Greenway. “They got us to take some 
tough shots. We missed a lot early and 
they were able to get out and run on us.  
We were unable to stop the momentum 
until halftime, really.  Second half we 
got better shots, we hit them a little more 

often, and we were able to compete.  Just 
dug ourselves too big of a hole.”

Trevor Ruble led the Terriers with 
16 points, including four three-pointers. 
Isaiah Board had eight points, Jaiden 
Childress had six, Camden Richardson 
and Jayson Marvin had five each, Ethan 
Hairston and Ross Divers had four each 
and Garrett Hendrick had one three point-
er. Byrd had 11 three point baskets to just 
two for Cave Spring. Owyn Dawyot led 
the Knights with 20 points.

“Our guys played extremely hard, and 
we have a lot to learn from this one,” said 
Greenway. “We will bounce back.”

The girls played at Cave Spring and lost 
a close one.

“First game jitters,” said coach Randy 
Bush. “We played well in spurts, we just 
need to get on the same page and continue 
to improve.” 

Sophia Chrisley had 18 points to lead 
three Terriers in double figures. Alexis 
Helton had 14 and Emilie McCaskill had 
11 points.

Both basketball teams will be back in 
action Friday against Glenvar, with the 
boys at home and the girls at Glenvar. 
Next Tuesday, December 7, it’s a rematch 
with Cave Spring only this time the girls 
are home and the boys are at Cave Spring.

The swim season was scheduled to begin 
on Wednesday with the Terriers in a meet 
at the Bedford YMCA. Byrd is entered in 
the Southwest Virginia Invitational this 
Saturday at the Christiansburg Aquatic 
Center. The Terriers will host Glenvar and 

Knights sweep Byrd in season opening basketball games,
swimming and wrestling teams in big events Saturday

Winter sports are here

Above, William Byrd guard Jayson Marvin handles the ball as the “Dog Pound” cheers 
hin on. Top right, Camden Richardson drives to the hoop against Cave Spring and, below 
right, Garrett Hendrick blows by a Knight defender as official Elton Toliver whistles a 
foul. PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEY

James River at the Gator Center next Wednesday, December 8.
The wrestling team will open Saturday with the “River Rumble” at 

Staunton River High School. Byrd is in the “Appalachian Duals” at Skyline 
High on December 10 and 11.

Finally, the indoor track team will open with an outdoor meet next 
Wednesday, December 8. Start time is 3 pm at Patterson Stadium. 

Watching the Washington Football Team 
play this season, I’ve been interested to 
see if anyone slipped up and called them 
“Redskins” by mistake on TV. It actually 
happened once during this week’s Monday 
night game, but was quickly corrected.

Prior to the season it was announced 
that fans will no longer be allowed to wear 
Native American inspired ceremonial head-
dresses or face paint at home games. I guess 
shirts and hats with the old logo are still per-
mitted, and I really don’t see how you could 
stop it. Once it gets cold are you going 
to tell people they can’t wear their coats 
and jackets with the name Redskins or the 
logo associated with the team for so many 
years? I think there must be some kind of 
constitutional right that covers that. Is there 
a “freedom of apparel” amendment?

I’ve been watching closely to see how 
many old logos I could see in the crowd. In 
one game Terry McLaurin scored a touch-
down and jumped into the crowd behind 
the end zone. I freeze-framed the TV to see 
how many Redskins logos I could see and 
you know how many I found? “None,” to 
my surprise. Maybe they put all the people 
with “W” hats and jackets in seats by the 
field.

Early in the season the final choic-
es for the new Washington team came 
to light. Apparently the final eight are, 
in alphabetical order, Armada, Brigade, 
Commanders, Defenders, Presidents, 
Redhogs, Redwolves and, alas, the cur-
rent name Washington Football Team.

I’m not sure which one I’d prefer if 
I were a fan of the team. “Washington 
Football Team” is gaining some momen-
tum, but the word is that won’t be the 
choice. To me it sounds like a soccer 
kind of name, where many of the teams 
don’t have nicknames. Did anyone sug-
gest “Washington United?”

My favorite, which didn’t even make 
the top eight, was “Red Tails.” It was 
the name given to the all-black Tuskegee 
Airmen from World War II. It kept the 
“Red” in there and honored a group of 
heroic pilots. I thought it was a good 
name, but apparently it didn’t draw a 
lot of favor with the people who get to 
decide. 

It’s important to get a name that will 
make for cool uniforms. I expect they’ll 
keep the burgundy and gold color scheme, 
and why wouldn’t you? Even the current 
Washington uniforms, without a nick-
name, are pretty classy, even though they 
look like Brookville. When I see Logan 
Thomas out there he doesn’t look much 
different than when he was a Bee playing 
against William Byrd.

I would have thought they’d have a 
name by now, but maybe they’re waiting 
until after the season. It will be interesting 
to see which name the team picks. They 
better be careful, because you can find 
something wrong with just about anything 
these days.

Brant Sherwood of the Roanoke Rail Yard Dawgs uncorks a shot and 
scores in a recent game at the Berglund Center. The Dawgs are in 
Fayeteville this weekend for Friday and Saturday night games at the 
Crown Coliseum.

PHOTO BY JOHN WACHER

He shoots, He scores!!!!

Brian
Hoff man

Washington Brookvilles?
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1135 VINYARD ROAD  |  VINTON, VA 24179  |  ROSIESGAMING.COM
Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

DOUBLING  
IN SIZE!
THINGS WE KNOW YOU’LL LOVE!
350 New Games 

Expanded High-Limit Area

280-Spot Parking Garage 

Live Entertainment

WE ARE STILL OPEN 
AND PAYING JACKPOTS.




