
Chief Tom Philpott joined the 
Vinton First Aid Crew on Novem-
ber 22, 1971. He will be retiring at 
the end of December after 50 years 
of service to Vinton, East Roanoke 
County, and beyond.

Members of the First Aid Crew 
honored Philpott for his decades-
long dedication to the community 
at their Offi  cer Installation Dinner 
on December 13. 

Sgt. Nicole Vincent noted that 
over those 50 years, Philpott has 
“served in almost every offi  ce in the 
crew at one time or another. He 
served as captain (which is the same 
as today’s chief ) in 1997-1998 and 
as chief from 2010-2016 and again 
currently. Tom also served in board 
of directors positions, including 

president of the board. He has been 
instrumental in the specifi cations 
and obtaining of several vehicles 
for the crew, as well as spearheading 
improvements to the building and 
construction of the current build-
ing.”

Philpott is originally from Henry 
County. Both sets of grandparents 
lived in the Roanoke area, so he 
spent a good bit of time here as a 
child. He came to Roanoke to at-
tend National Business College, ac-
cepted a job back in Martinsville, 
but soon returned to Roanoke to 
work for Appalachian Power. He 
retired from Appalachian Power as 
Area Supervisor for Facilities Man-
agement.

Th e chief says he was at a gas sta-
tion on Pollard Street in downtown 
Vinton early on when a siren went 
off , calling First Aid Crew mem-

bers to an emergency. A volunteer 
rushed to answer the call. When he 
returned, Philpott asked him how 
to join the organization. He was 
told there was a very long waiting 
list; however, when the man found 
out Philpott was trained through 
APCo in American Red Cross 
First Aid and CPR, he asked him 
to complete an application and he 
soon became a member.

“Th e rest is history,” Philpott 
says 50 years later. 

Vinton First Aid Crew Cap-
tain and Treasurer Mitch Vaughan 
shared some memories of their ear-
ly years together as volunteers.

“We were in one of the fi rst 
EMT classes taught in the Roanoke 
Valley,” Vaughan recalled. “At that 
time, only physicians were allowed 

and the Public Works De-
partment lavishly deco-
rated four sleighs for the 
comfort of Santa, his wife, 
and his elves, and loaded 
them with goodies. 

Th e Clauses and elves 
boarded the sleighs at the 
Vinton War Memorial 
late in the afternoon and 
were escorted virtually all 
over town by the Vinton 
Police Department and 
Public Works, sirens wail-
ing, lights fl ashing. Vin-
ton’s children and their 
parents were overjoyed to 
have Santa stopping by 
their homes to greet them 
individually and thanked 
them profusely at every 
stop.

Th e Crawl proceeded 
along four pre-announced 
routes, with children wait-
ing patiently along the 
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Haley Has It For Less...
                For Vinton!

1530 Courtland Road NE,

$100 Off Your Best Deal!

Haley Toyota

V E S T E D 
P A R T N E R S P A R

www.vestedmfo.com
540.389.6060
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Takes the chore out of switching

Visit us at www.bankofbotetourt.com 

No headache. No hassle.

raised to go toward their wish 
list which includes replacing 
a printer and scanner to digi-
talize, store, and print docu-
ments, sound, and artifacts, 
or even installation of an el-
evator.

Th e Breakfast Lions have 
designated their funds for 
building a new Valley Metro 
bus shelter at Lake Drive 
Plaza.

Donations to other orga-
nizations to celebrate the ex-
panded opening include:

• Vinton First Aid Crew - 
$25,000 

• Marine Toys for Tots - 
$5,000  

• Children’s Assistive 
Technology Services - $1,000

• Mill Mountain Zoo - 
$1,000

Th e Vinton First Aid 
Crew plans to spend the 
funds on the purchase of 
new equipment to meet the 
members’ many needs.

Dellaverson said the Vin-
ton Rosie’s expansion was 
much needed as on many 
nights and weekends the 
gaming emporium has been 
“at capacity” and needed “to 
hold the door.” Capacity has 
now almost tripled from 480 
customers to room for 1,400. 

He noted that customers 
have requested more gaming 
space– an expanded foot-

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Town of Vinton and the Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce sponsored the second annual Santa Crawl vINton on  December 14. Members 
of Town Council along with dozens of town staff and Chamber volunteers participated in the event as Santa, Mrs. Claus, and the elves were 
led through the streets (almost all the streets) of Vinton by the Vinton Police Department and Vinton Public Works.

Santa sightings reported in Vinton neighborhoods

Vinton First Aid Crew honors Chief 
Tom Philpott for 50 years of service

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Vinton First Aid Crew Chief Tom Philpott is retiring 
after 50 years of service to the Vinton community and 
beyond.

Bigger and better Rosie’s continues 
generosity to community in expansion opening

See Chief Philpott, page 7

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Rosie’s presented a check to the Vinton Historical Society for $5,000 at the official 
opening of Rosie’s expansion on December 8. Shown left to right are Ann Hewitt, 
Julie Tucei, Judy Cunningham, Denny Dickens, Ernie Dellaverson, Jan Dickens, 
JoAnn Newman, Mary Beth and Randy Layman, Richard Newman, and Debbie Pitts.

See Santa, page 5

See Rosie’s page 3

Santa, Mrs. Claus, their 
elves– and Rudolph– were 

spotted all over the neigh-
borhoods of Vinton on 
December 14, dropping 
off  candy, toys, coloring 
books, and even pet treats 

to delighted children and 
family dogs.

Th e Town of Vinton 
and Vinton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce con-

tinued a tradition be-
gun last year– the Santa 
Crawl vINton. Members 
of Town Council, ad-
ministrators, department 

heads, and many town 
employees and Chamber 
volunteers joined the fes-
tivities.

Town of Vinton staff  

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org
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By Debbie Adams
Rosie’s Gaming Empo-

rium in Vinton formally 
opened its new expansion on 
December 8– doubling in 
size, more than doubling in 
the number of games off ered 
(from 150 to 500), and add-
ing more live entertainment 
(local and national) on a new 
circular stage.

Th e overall space has 
more than doubled from 
15,000 square feet to 33,000 
square feet; plus, a 280-space 
parking garage has been 
added.

Regional General Man-
ager Ernie Dellaverson 
welcomed guests to the up-
dated venue saying Rosie’s 
is “super excited” for the of-
fi cial opening of the expan-
sion which has been “a year 
in the works.” (Rosie’s fi rst 
opened in Vinton in May 
2019.) Th e crowds came 

early on December 8 and the 
atmosphere was electric with 
fl ashing lights, sparkling new 
games, a live band, free do-
nuts, and more.

Dellaverson used the oc-
casion of the offi  cial open-
ing to continue what has 
become a Rosie’s tradition in 
the brief time it has been in 
Vinton– giving back to the 
community.

On December 8, two 
organizations– the Vinton 
Historical Society and the 
Vinton Breakfast Lions Club 
were each presented with 
checks for $5,000 to assist 
them in continuing their 
good works. 

Th e Historical Society 
plans to use its donation for 
projects and improvements 
to the Vinton History Mu-
seum. Treasurer Debbie Pitts 
says that the funds may be 
combined with other money 
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. You fry food in it
 4. Pesky insect
 8. Gets older
10. __ Dern, actress
11. Uncouth man
12. One who sulks
13. Napoleon’s king of 
Naples
15. One who swims 
underwater
16. Make amends
17. Expressions
18. Document format
21. What a beaver 
makes
22. Limb
23. Photograph
24. Golf score

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

25. Moroccan mountain 
range
26. Wrinkled dog breed: 
Shar __
27. 20th century sex 
symbol
34. Remedy for all diseases
35. Bluish greens
36. Moved swiftly
37. Type of units
38. Madames
39. Indian religious god
40. Potentially hazardous 
asteroids
41. Leak slowly through
42. An association of 
criminals
43. A way to push content 
(abbr.)

CLUES DOWN
 1. Town in central 
Brazil
 2. Large burrowing 
rodent
 3. Nerve cell
 4. Estimating
 5. Bakers use it
 6. Regions
 7. Small lake
 9. Environmentalist 
nun
10. More kookie
12. Announce offi cially
14. Israeli city __ Aviv
15. Title given to friar
17. Inches per minute 
(abbr.)
19. Buildings

20. Pouch
23. They steal on the high 
seas
24. It’s mightier than the 
sword
25. Going off on a tangent
26. Monetary unit
27. Young woman
28. Type of bulb
29. Type of drug (abbr.)
30. City opposite Dus-
seldorf
31. Animal disease
32. Martini necessities
33. Elude
34. La __: Buenos Aires 
capital
36. An oft-enduring 
symbol

Every week in 2021 we will donate $1,000 to a local nonprofit  
that is providing valuable services in the areas we are located.  

Helping those communities around us is at the core of our  
operational philosophy. We truly believe that high tides raise all  
ships and we are determined to add value to the communities 

in which we operate.

Through the charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back,  
Colonial Downs Group has made monetary and in-kind donations  

of more than $1,410,000, and has logged over 2,500 service  
hours in Virginia communities.

TOGETHER
WE WIN

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS TO  
52 WORTHY CHARITIES

Dr. Colita Nichols Fairfax 
Chairman | Norfolk Pearls Foundation

“The Norfolk Pearls Foundation of Virginia, Inc., thanks Rosie’s 
Gaming Emporium for awarding $1,000, which will be used for 
our community service thrusts in areas of college application 
support for high school seniors, economic literary webinars, 

health fairs, and a cultural enrichment program. This donation 
adds to our capacity to impact the Norfolk community even 

more in 2022.”

Susan Lewis Music Studio students 
brighten the holidays at Elm Park Estates

Vocal and piano stu-
dents from the Susan Lew-
is Music Studio presented 
their annual Christmas 
performance for the resi-
dents of Elm Park Estates 
Retirement Home on De-
cember 12. 

Teacher Susan Lewis 
says this Christmas perfor-
mance is one way to give 
back to the community. 

“Being able to bring 
Christmas cheer to the res-
idents of Elm Park Estates 
Retirement Home again 
this year was so reward-
ing,” said Lewis. “Th e joy 
and happiness on their fac-
es as they watched piano 
and voice students (from 
pre-school through high 

school seniors, as well as 
several college and adult 
students) sharing some of 
their favorite Christmas 
songs was priceless!  

“At the end, they were 
thanking parents, students, 
and myself for coming and 
were obviously extremely 
blessed and appreciative 
for us bringing our Christ-
mas concert to them,” she 
commented. “Th e energy 
and enthusiasm from the 
crowd in their beautiful 
dining room (with stand-
ing room only) was so in-
spiring to the students,” 
Lewis said. “From my 
newest beginners to the 
well-seasoned performers, 
I couldn’t have been more 
pleased with each and ev-
ery student!”  

Many of her students 
take both piano and voice 
lessons, but for this event 
they were asked to choose 
to perform one or the oth-
er.

Piano students and their 
holiday selections included:

• Nolan Cranwell per-
forming “Christmas Pa-
rade”

• Ben Gasink, “Toy Sol-
dier March”

• Addy McClennan, 
“Away in a Manger”

• R.J. McClennan, 
“Hark! Th e Herald Angel 
Sings”

• Jackson Morris, “Over 
the River and Th rough the 
Woods”

• Addi Th iel, “Jingle 
Bells”

• Mario Villarreal, 
“Frosty the Snowman”

• Josue Smales, “It’s the 
Most Wonderful Time of 
the Year”

• Abigail Harvey, “Home 

for the Holidays”
• Mara Roche, “Up on 

the Housetop”
• John Hart, “Silver 

Bells”
• Deon Staunton, “Th e 

Little Drummer Boy”
• Nolan Ferguson, “An-

gels We Have Heard on 
High”

• Lilla Clark, “Th e 
Chipmunk Song”

• Philip Saben, “12 
Days of Christmas”

• Lucy Sealey, “God 
Rest Ye Merry, Gentle-
men”

• Enna Schofi eld, ‘Win-
ter Wonderland”

• Abby Booth, “Let It 
Snow! Let It Snow! Let It 
Snow!”

• Kendall Dodson, 
“Deck the Halls”

• John Saben, “Christ-
mas Time is Here”

• David Saben, “Foom, 
Foom, Foom!”

• Lily Sealey, “Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer”

• Colter Dean, “Carol 
of the Bells”

• Cary Jones, “Hallelu-
jah Chorus” (from Han-
del’s Messiah)

• Sydney Th omas, 
“What Child is Th is”

• Chloe Hopkins, 
“Christmas in Heaven”

• Henry Saben, “May-
be” (Yiruma)

• April Joachim, “Dance 
of the Sugar Plum Fairy

• Latriva Pierce, “An-
cient Stones”

• Vocal soloists (several 
accompanied by Lewis) 
included:

• Kylee Elmore singing 
“10 Little Elves”

• Aniya Smith, “Let It 
Snow! Let It Snow! Let It 
Snow!”

• Skylar Th ompson, 
“Run, Run, Rudolph”

• Ryleigh Woolwine, 
‘Light of the World”

• Brent Saunders, “O 
Come All Ye Faithful,” (ac-
companied by Trey Saun-
ders on guitar)

• Sofi a Gonzalez, “It’s 
the Most Wonderful Time 
of the Year”

• Trey Saunders, “Santa 
Looked a Lot Like Daddy” 
(with guitar)

• Lexi Williamson, 
“Make Believe,” (original 
composition, accompa-
nied herself on piano)

• Paul Sealey, “A Holly 
Jolly Christmas”

• Kelly Ronan, “I’m a 
Believer,” (Th e Monkees), 
dedicated to her parents 
on the occasion of their 
anniversary

• Amanda Morris, “Rev-
elation Song”

• Gary Feazelle, “It is 
Well with My Soul”

• Madison Saunders, 
“O Holy Night”

• Simon Sealey, “Jingle 
Bell Rock”

• Tes Smith, “Mary, Did 
You Know?”

• Abby Shelton, “Ave 
Maria” (Bach,Gounod)

“One dear lady asked, 
‘Do you teach ALL of 
these students?’ and I said, 
‘Yes, Ma’am I sure do, and 
as a matter of fact there are 
quite a few more who were 
unable to attend today for 
various reasons/confl icts 
this time of year.  In addi-
tion, I have several other 
adult students who do not 
choose to perform.

“I am blessed to be 
teaching more students 
than I ever have. Th ere 

were 61 students listed in 
the program who diligent-
ly prepared their pieces, 
but in the end nearly 50 
of those performed, with 
those missing due to being 
out of town, illness, date 
confl icts, etc. My heart 
was heavy for those who 
dearly wanted to be there, 
but last-minute issues pre-
vented them from partici-
pating.

“I just have to men-
tion, too, that I have been 
thankful for having more 
homeschool students/
families recently to add 
into my teaching sched-
ule. To mention a couple 
of families– I have recently 
added a family of fi ve boys, 
the Saben family, and have 
a family whom I currently 
teach four of their family 
members, the Sealey fam-
ily. A fi fth member, Oliver 
Sealey, is a former student 
who is currently a music 
major at ODU’s Diehn 
School of Music. I have 
literally lost count of my 
numerous former students 
who have majored in mu-
sic, many pursuing careers 
in music as professional 
performers, school music 
teachers, choir directors, 
church musicians, etc.”

Lewis has been teach-
ing music in the Roanoke 
Valley since 1990. Her 
students are well-known 
in the Vinton commu-
nity for their outstanding 
performances not only at 
their concerts and recitals, 
but at Fall Festival, in the 
Bland Music Scholarship 
Competition, and this year 
at the town’s Christmas 
Tree Lighting Ceremony 
on December 2.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Susan Lewis Music Studio students presented a Christmas Performance for the residents of Elm Park Estates 
Retirement Home on December 12. About 50 of Lewis’s students performed piano or vocal solos.
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Who are the best cooks in Vinton? Part 3

During the holiday 
season, one of the main 
topics of conversation 
is always food. We have 
asked Vinton residents 
to name some of the best 
cooks in town and asked 
the cooks to share some 
of their favorite recipes.

Judy Cunningham, 
Executive Director of the 
Vinton History Museum, 
says one of the best cooks 
in the Vinton area is Patti 
VonPloennies. Patti says 
she has loved cooking 
since she was a little girl, 
standing on a kitchen 
chair, helping her mother 

in the kitchen. 
“I love cooking for 

family and friends and 
most family holidays 
are hosted at my home,” 
Patti says. “I am blessed 
to have fi ve couples of 
friends who enjoy a tra-
dition of a Progressive 
Dinner every Christmas, 
except during the Covid 
pandemic. We plan to re-
sume this tradition once 
we feel safe to gather as a 
group. I have a collection 
of holiday recipes I faith-
fully use each Th anks-
giving and Christmas as 
they are favorites of fam-
ily and friends.”

Here are the recipes 
she shared:

Mary Beth Layman, former Special 
Programs Director for the Town of Vin-
ton, says hands down, her son Th om-
as Layman is “the best cook I know. 
Th omas is an intuitive cook who can 
look in the pantry or refrigerator and 
create the most wonderful dishes from 

food on-hand. He is also a master at 
the grill or smoker. 

“His most creative and tasty holi-
day side dish was made with grated 
carrots, root vegetables, and an eggnog 
reduction and baked in the oven. His 
easy go-to recipe for a slow cooker is 

preparing chicken breast in store-
bought mojo criollo marinade, chili 
powder, paprika, adding sweet pep-
pers toward the end of the cooking. 
Great for burritos, quesadillas, nachos 
or even making chicken salad with the 
leftovers.” 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

print– and Rosie’s has always wanted 
to add to the entertainment venue with 
a larger stage, and live music on nights 
and weekends. Th e new stage will ac-
commodate a six-piece band. Th e 
always popular “Low Low Chariot” 
band with lead singer J.D. Sutphin per-
formed on December 7 and 8 to cel-
ebrate the opening. 

Th e full line-up for December and 
New Year’s Eve, arranged by Roanoke’s 
Big Lick Entertainment and Colonial 
Downs, is:

Th urs., Dec. 9: Five Dollar Shake, 
8-10 p.m. 

Fri., Dec. 10: Th e Bogeys, 8-10 
p.m.| 

Sat., Dec. 11: Pete Turpin Band, 
8-10 p.m.

Th urs., Dec. 16: T-Fox Holiday Par-
ty, 8-10 p.m.

Fri., Dec. 17: T-Fox Holiday Party, 
8-10 p.m.

Sat., Dec. 18: T-Fox Holiday Party, 
8-10 p.m. 

Dec. 24: Soulacoustix, 8-10 p.m. 
Dec. 31: Fuzzy Logic, 8-10 p.m. 
Jan. 1: Th at 80’ s Party, 8-10 p.m.
Guests must be 18 or older to at-

tend.
T-Fox, a nationally known singer, 

songwriter, and entertainer will be ap-
pearing for three nights in December. 

He is critically acclaimed for his six-
octave vocal range and multi-talented 
instrumental skills and for switching 
back and forth between genres—and 
costumes. He has been performing a 
one-man show at the Tropicana Ca-
sino in Las Vegas for 15 years, where 
the mayor there described him as “Th e 
Spirit of the Strip,” honoring him with 
the Key to the City. He was the recipi-
ent of the 2014 BMA Las Vegas Enter-
tainer of the Year Award and the 2017 
Personality of the Year Award.

He performed for several years at 
the Tropicana Hotel Casino in Atlantic 
City, N.J., and was a headliner at the 
world-famous Resorts Hotel & Casi-
no’s 1,500-seat Superstar Th eater in At-
lantic City to sold-out audiences. T-Fox 
has performed at the inaugural balls for 
three U.S. presidents.

 Dellaverson noted that Rosie’s has 
become a regional draw and increased 
customer traffi  c to Vinton in general, 
contributing to its newly booming 
downtown. He expects the addition of 
more games and more entertainment 
will make Rosie’s even more of a des-
tination.

Colonial Downs group made a 
$28 million investment in the Vinton 
community with the Rosie’s expansion 
project, hiring more team members (50 

new jobs, bringing the total to 125, 
starting off  at $15/hour) and increas-
ing the tax payments to the Town of 
Vinton. Dellaverson called the Rosie’s 
expansion “a great economic engine” 
and a “win-win” for both the town and 
Rosie’s.

In case you missed the soft open-
ing on December 8, Rosie’s plans a big 
celebration over a weekend in January 
to invite the community in to see the 
changes.

Colonial Downs Group and Rosie’s 
are proud to have made direct mon-
etary and in-kind donations of more 
than $1,375,000 and have logged 
over 2,500 service hours in Virginia 
communities. Th e business employs 
more than 1,000 team members in the 
Commonwealth, paying over $30 mil-
lion in annual salaries, wages, and ben-
efi ts. Th e company has made a $300 
million investment in Virginia and pays 
more than $32 million in annual state 
and local taxes, plus an additional $12 
million in racing industry payments an-
nually.

Th e Vinton Rosie’s Gaming Empo-
rium is located at 1135 Vinyard Road 
in Vinton. Hours of operation are 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday-Th ursday, and 8 
a.m.-4 a.m. Friday and Saturday.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Rosie’s Regional General Manager Ernie Dellaverson presents a $5,000 check to the Vinton Breakfast Lions Club. 
Shown left to right are Rosie’s Vinton Marketing Manager Jeff Spaugh, Dellaverson, and Lions Chris McCarty, 
Joel Lytton, President John Dyer, Bob Benninger, Gary Myers, and John Berry.

Rosie’s from page 1

Patti VonPlonnies
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers its own unique 
atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE!

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

WE NOW OFFER NEW HEADLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

Town of Vinton thanks employees with holiday luncheon, bonus checks
Th e Town of Vinton 

recognized the hard work 
and dedication of its em-
ployees with their annual 
Holiday Luncheon at the 
Vinton War Memorial on 
December 14. 

Last year the event had 
to be cancelled due to 
COVID. Th is year, with 
many COVID restrictions 
still in place, the event 
was modifi ed to become a 
completely walk-through 
event, themed “Merry 
Grinchmas.”

According to Human 
Resources and Risk Man-
agement Director Donna 

Collins, “Groups were 
staggered with the times 
they could attend so as not 
to have too many employ-
ees in the building at once. 
Th ey entered the lower 
ballroom, where they were 
greeted by their Depart-
ment Head, Mayor Brad 
Grose, and Town Manager 
Pete Peters.” Collins says 
the goal was to make the 
event as fun and exciting 
as possible while still ad-
hering to health mandates 
for the town’s 74 full- and 
part-time employees.

From there, stations 
were set up for individual 

games for employees to 
win prizes (paid time off , 
lumps of coal, gifts, and 
gift certifi cates). Th ey 
then continued walking 
through the ballroom to 
pick up a hot beverage and 
a Firehouse boxed lunch, 
before exiting through the 
upper ballroom doors.

A special treat at the lun-
cheon this year included 
distribution of the ARPA 
Premium Pay or Gratitude 
Bonuses to employees, ap-
proved by Town Council 
at the most recent meet-
ing. Sworn offi  cers in the 
Police Department and 

essential employees in the 
Public Works Department 
received ARPA Premium 
Pay bonuses. Other em-
ployees received Gratitude 
Bonuses.

Seven employees re-
ceived an additional check 
for $25 or $50 and a cer-
tifi cate based on fi ve or 
10 years of service. Anne 
Cantrell, Andrew DiCar-
lo, and Billy Robb were 
recognized for fi ve years 
of service to the town. Bo 
Herndon, Brandon Hill, 
Susan Johnson, and Kenny 
Sledd were recognized for 
10 years of service.

PHOTO S BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Town of Vinton thanked employees for their hard work and dedication with a holiday luncheon at the 
Vinton War Memorial on December 14. Several employees also received service awards presented by Mayor 
Brad Grose. Shown left to right are Kenny Sledd from the Public Works Dept. (10 years of service to the town), 
Finance Director Anne Cantrell (5 years), Mayor Brad Grose, Town Clerk and Executive Assistant Susan Johnson 
(10 years), and Public Works Director Bo Herndon (10 years).

Billy Robb of the Public Works Dept. (left)   received 
recognition  for 5 years of service to the town from 
Mayor Grose.

Andrew DiCarlo (left, 5 years) and Brandon Hill (10 
years) of the Vinton Police Dept. received  service 
awards from Mayor Grose.

Two engine buildings 
teams from the Roanoke 
County Schools Burton 
Center for Arts and Tech-
nology (BCAT) competed 
in the annual Hot Rodders 
of Tomorrow Engine Build-
ing Challenge national 
competition in Indianapolis 
December 9-11. 

Th e E3 Sparks Plug team, 
led by motorsports instruc-
tor Chris Overfelt, cap-
tured their fourth national 
championship with a fi nal 

average time of 20:51. Th is 
makes them offi  cially the 
best engine building team 
in the nation.

Current team members 
are Jacob Bell and Nathan 
Rowland from William 
Byrd High School, Landyn 
Leonard and Gavin Over-
street from Cave Spring, 
and Jackson Lenderking, 
Nathaniel Semones, and 
Landon Wheeler from 
Hidden Valley. Previous 
teams captured the national 

BCAT team wins 4th national title
championship in 2014, 
2016 and 2018.

In addition to the 
prestige of winning the 
competition, each stu-
dent also won a $10,000 
scholarship to a technical 
school, including Universal 
Tech (UTI), the Univer-
sity of Northwestern Ohio 
(UNOH), SAM Tech, and 
the Ohio Technical Center 
(OTC).

Th e NASCAR Tech 
team, led by automotive 
instructor Steve Hoback, 
placed 17th in the nation. 
Team members are Grace 

Addington, Chris Amo-
roso, and Austin Cox from 
Northside High School, 
Emmanuel Salvador from 
Hidden Valley, and Colton 
White from Cave Spring.

Hot Rodders of Tomor-
row is a nationwide high 
school engine building 
competition at the PRI 
Show 2021.

Overfelt said after past 
wins that the secret to win-
ning the national champi-
onship is “having a group 
of students willing to work 
together as a team,” along 
with “tons of practice,” and 

learning to save trips back 
to the tool bench—for 
instance, taking multiple 
items to or from the tool 
bench during the competi-
tion to minimize times.

When choosing team 
members, he identifi es stu-
dents who are well-coordi-
nated, precise in their use 
of tools, willing to work as 
a team, and able to com-
municate, although count-
less rehearsals for the engine 
challenge reduce the need 
for verbal communication.

“Congratulations to Mr. 
Overfelt and this group of 

young men on this out-
standing accomplishment!” 
said School Board member 
Tim Greenway. “Mr. Over-
felt is a gem for our Roa-
noke County community. 
He is sought after by many 
other divisions. We are 
lucky to have him, but we 
need to give these teachers 
of CTE the best facilities 
possible to keep us on the 
leading edge of technology 
and innovation in Roanoke 
County. Can you imagine 
what Mr. Overfelt could do 
with these young men with 
a more modern facility?” 

 PHOTO  COURTESY RCPS
The E3 Sparks Plug team from BCAT won their fourth national championship at the Hot Rodders of Tomorrow 
Engine Building Challenge national competition in Indianapolis. Shown left to right are BCAT Motorsports 
instructor Chris Overfelt, Gavin Overstreet (Cave Spring), Nathaniel Semones (Hidden Valley), Jacob Bell 
(William Byrd), Landon Wheeler (Hidden Valley), Jackson Lenderking (Hidden Valley), and Landyn Leonard (Cave 
Spring). Nathan Rowland (WBHS) is not pictured.
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Name: _________________________________________________
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City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, VINTON MESSENGER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO THE VINTON MESSENGER

DIGITAL ONLY
DIGITAL

& PRINT
PRINT ONLY

Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$44.00 In County

$48.00 Out of County
$52.00 Out of State

One Year 
Digital Subscription 

$29.00
Yearly Print & Digital 

Subscription
$67.00

YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY 
YOU LIKE IT!

streets for the promised 
visit. Th e last stops along 
Jeanette Avenue were 
completed around 9 p.m.

Special thanks to Com-

munity Programs Direc-
tor Chasity Barbour who 
coordinated the event, 
and Public Works employ-
ees and the Vinton police 

who kept things moving.
Th e Spirit of Vinton 

and joy of Christmas were 
on display once again! 
What a place to live!

One child on Bowman Street came prepared to meet Santa with a letter addressed 
to him and a treat for him.

Vinton Councilman Keith Liles’ granddaughter seems a little unsure about Santa.

Santa meets with his friends in one of the neighborhoods of Vinton.

Vinton parents were just as delighted as the children for their visit from Santa.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS The Clauses with a new friend.

Santa from page 1

Big Lick Downtown Countdown New Year’s Eve celebration returns 
Virginia’s biggest New Year’s 

Eve celebration is making a big 
return for 2021 with the Val-
ley Star Big Lick Downtown 
Countdown on Friday, Decem-
ber 31.

Th e massive festival, pro-
duced by Center in the Square 
with Big Lick Entertainment, 
began in 2013 and is an all-
ages event featuring live music, 
gaming, cocktails, food and fun 

with a “Roanoke Star Rise at 
Midnight” to welcome the New 
Year.

Th e event takes place at Roa-
noke’s Market Square Plaza, 
Center in the Square and the 
historic Roanoke City Market 
Building in downtown Roa-
noke– billed as “Bringing Times 
Square to Market Square.”

Tickets will be available at 
the Center in the Square box 

offi  ce and online at www.cen-
terinthesquare.org. General Ad-
mission is $15 in advance and 
includes the festival style con-
cert at Market Square, DJ party 
at City Market Building, and 
gaming at Center in the Square. 
Kids 12 and under are free. VIP 
is on the Center in the Square 
rooftop and is $55 in advance.

Center in the Square sup-
ports 10 nonprofi ts in the Ro-

anoke area by providing free 
rent, utilities, maintenance, and 
security to them for over 37 
years. Its mission is: “To be an 
active participant in economic 
development, both locally and 
regionally, by helping to assure 
the fi nancial health of vital ele-
ments of western and southern 
Virginia’s cultural quality of 
life.” 

Center in the Square is not 

only driven to help support 
other nonprofi ts, it has created 
its own museums and entertain-
ing programs like: Kids Square, 
Th e Roanoke Pinball Museum, 
Th e Roanoke STARCADE, 
and others in addition to the 
Get Schooled Program. It will 
always strive to give educators, 
families, and children an oppor-
tunity to build special moments 
together for years to come.

Santa appears ‘Up on the 
Rooftop’ at Vinton Library

Last year in 2020, the 
Vinton Library made sure 
children in Vinton were 
still able to see Santa, de-
spite the pandemic. Th ey 
brought Santa Claus to 
the roof of the library for 
a drive-through greeting. 
Th at event continued in 
2021 on the evening of De-
cember 11 with Santa once 
again “Up on the Rooftop.”

While Santa was waving 

and calling “Ho, Ho, Ho” 
to children and their fami-
lies in their cars from the 
roof, Vinton Library elves 
distributed treats through 
the library’s drive-up win-
dow. Th e Grinch was also 
on hand—umbrella in hand 
due to the rainy weather.

Children were also in-
vited to bring their letters to 
Santa to be delivered to the 
North Pole by the elves.

PHOTO  BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Santa greeted children in Vinton from the rooftop of the Vinton Library on 
December 11.
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Vinton Worship
Directory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Ja-
son Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is lo-
cated at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 
1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 

School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@veri-
zon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 

7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 
9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

THE CHOICE IS MINE
Read 1 Samuel 25:1 through 27:12

David, a fi ghting machine, was not squeamish about shedding 
blood. However, before he went into battle, his habit was to 
seek the Lord’s direction. He forgot this wisdom when one 
fool’s decision enraged him.
Nabal, a wealthy man, refused to feed David’s men although 
they had protected Nabal’s shepherds. His arrogant remark in-
furiated David. Blinded by anger, he bypassed the Lord and or-
dered his men to arm themselves for battle. The plan: Wipe out 
Nabal and his entire household.
Meanwhile back at the estate, a servant begged Abigail, Nabal’s 
wife, to do something because David had been good to them. 
She immediately sent food to David and then followed to ask 
for mercy.
“May you be blessed for your good judgment and for keeping 
me from bloodshed this day and from avenging myself with my 
own hands”
(1Samuel 25:33).
When we are wronged, instead of plotting revenge, we could 
seek the Lord’s help to set aside anger and leave vengeance to 
Him. We should also pray for the offender.

Thought for Today: I can focus on God’s blessings or the of-
fense. I can pray or scheme. The choice is mine.

Quicklook: 1 Samuel 25:32–34

School Board recognizes William Byrd 
yearbook staff, outgoing Chair Jason Moretz

At the meeting on De-
cember 9, the Roanoke 
County School Board rec-
ognized the William Byrd 
High School 2020-2021 
Black Swan yearbook staff  
who were named Virgin-
ia High School League 
(VHSL) State Media 
Champions for 2020-
2021.

Th e yearbook staff  was 
awarded a Superior rating 
and scored in the Trophy 
Class in the VHSL State 
Competition. Th e Tro-
phy Division is the high-
est honor awarded in the 
state media competition.

WBHS Principal Tam-
my Newcomb introduced 
members of the yearbook 
staff , some of whom are 
now college freshmen, 
and their sponsor and 
teacher, Christie Acker. 

Natalie Mullins was 
Editor-in-Chief of the 
2020-2021 Black Swan; 
Design Editor was Bayla 
Kessler. Other staff  mem-
bers included Kassidy 
Wrye (current editor), 
Catie Dullaghan, Cart-
er Dullaghan, Natalie 
Blevins, Bryson Craw-
ford, Madison Burks, and 
Sydney Haddox.

In congratulating 
Acker and the staff , New-
comb noted that in nor-
mal years winning this 
award would be quite an 
accomplishment, but the 
2020-2021 Black Swan 
was created during the 
year of the pandemic, “a 
huge feat.”

Th is was the fi rst time 
WBHS had won this 
particular award during 
Newcomb’s tenure, al-
though Mullins was also 
the editor when the Black 
Swan won fi rst place in 
the national American 
Scholastic Press Associa-
tion (ASPA) contest for 
2019-2020.

“Editors for 2020-
2021, Natalie Mullins 
and Bayla Kessler– now 
alumni– strived to create 

a book that gave some 
sense of normalcy to a 
year that was ‘Out of the 
Ordinary,’” said Acker 
when the award was an-
nounced in November. 
“Th e staff  adopted that 
philosophy as their theme 
which was recognized by 
the VHSL evaluator.”

Acker explained to 
School Board members 
that the yearbook is cre-
ated as part of a photo-
journalism class– an aca-
demic English elective– at 
Byrd, and involves “a ton 
of work” during a regular 
year, but was “super chal-
lenging” during the pan-
demic. “Th e girls never 
stopped. I am so proud of 
them.

“Aside from the dif-
fi culty of covering events 
that were always in dan-
ger of not happening be-
cause of Covid, the staff  
was rarely able to come 
together as a group due 
to the hybrid schedule,” 
Acker said. “Some of the 
staff  were remote and the 
class was split into two 
diff erent days. Th e editors 
overcame the inability to 
physically be together by 
calling and joining classes 
virtually.

“Th e delayed spring 
sports season also meant 
that the editors, who had 
already graduated, had to 
work well into the sum-
mer to fi nish the book. 
Despite the challenges in 
assembling the book, the 
staff  agrees that they are 
proud of what they ac-
complished,” Acker said.

Th e VHSL evaluator 
said, “Of all the year-
books I’ve seen this sum-
mer, you’ve done the best 
at sports coverage.” She 
continued, “Th ere are so 
many innovative ideas 
on spreads throughout 
this book. Many schools 
are going to want to steal 
your ideas.”

Th e December 9 
School Board meeting 

was the fi nal meeting for 
School Board Chairman 
Jason Moretz. Many citi-
zens and other members 
of the board off ered com-
ments on his term on the 
board and his invaluable 
service to the community.

In thanking Moretz for 

his integrity and dedica-
tion to the school system, 
Courtney Cutright read a 
quote from motivational 
speaker Jim Rohn, which 
defi nes the type of leader-
ship Moretz has provided.

“Th e challenge of lead-
ership is to be strong, but 

not rude; to be kind, but 
not weak; to be bold, but 
not bully; to be thought-
ful, but not lazy; to be 
humble, but not timid; 
to be proud, but not arro-
gant; to have humor, but 
without folly.”

Moretz’s parting advice 

to the remaining School 
Board members and those 
who will soon take offi  ce, 
was to avoid making deci-
sions based on politics or 
personal feelings, but “al-
ways ask yourself, what is 
best for Roanoke County 
students?”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RCPS
Members of the Roanoke County School Board present outgoing member and Chairman Jason Moretz with a 
plaque recognizing his years of service. Shown left to right are board members Mike Wray and Brent Hudson, 
Jason Moretz with his daughter and wife, and board members David Linden and Tim Greenway.

The 2020-2021 William Byrd High School Black Swan yearbook staff was recognized by the School Board as 
2021 VHSL State Media Champions, Trophy Division. Shown are (from left): front, Catie Dullaghan, Natalie 
Mullins, sponsor Christie Acker, Kassidy Wrye, Carter Dullaghan, Natalie Blevins, Sydney Haddox, and WBHS 
Principal Tammy Newcomb; back row, School Board members Mike Wray, Brent Hudson, Jason Moretz, Tim 
Greenway, and David Linden.
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Wishing You & Yours

SAMMY G. OAKEY, PRESIDENT •OAKEYS.COM • 982-2100
ROANOKE, NORTH, VINTON, SOUTH, EAST CHAPELS & CREMATION TRIBUTE CENTER

from all of us at Oakey’s.

(540) 982-6691

Resources to help you plan the most comprehensive recovery

The exclusive LifeWorks Rehab recovery program powers 
recoveries you simply won’t find anywhere else.

Scan this barcode for resources
from LifeWorks Rehab.

MyLifeWorksRehab.com/resources

to teach the course. When 
ALS (Advanced Life Sup-
port) operation was fi rst 
proposed in our region, 
or as it was called in those 
days “Mobile Intensive 
Care,” we were in the fi rst 
class to become cardiac 
technicians, which was 
the highest certifi cation 
that you could receive at 
the time. Once again, this 
was taught only by ER 
docs and cardiac care phy-
sicians and specialists. 

“When we fi rst started 
running at the ALS level, 
Vinton only had four or 
fi ve providers. Practically 
every call was dispatched 
as ALS and since we had 
no real sleeping quar-
ters, those were run from 
home, except if you hap-
pened to be in the area 
of the call or the station.  
Roanoke County provid-
ed cardiac techs with spe-
cial handie-talkie radios 
and every ALS call woke 
up all the cardiac techs 
in the county so, needless 
to say, there were a lot of 
runs to neighboring sta-
tions in the county. 

“We used to have to 
call ‘Medical Control’ by 
radio on each ALS call 
and report the patient sta-
tus and even send an EKG 
if needed and the physi-
cian would then issue 
treatment instructions. 
Th is was always Lewis-
Gale no matter where you 
were transporting the pa-
tient, as Dr. John Garvin, 
an ER doc there, was the 
driving force behind the 
start of the ALS program. 
So, we became very famil-
iar working with him, and 
him with us and our indi-
vidual abilities.”

On one call, “Tom 
was giving a report to 
Dr. Garvin by radio on a 
call Vinton had run and 
at a break in his report, 
Tom was interrupted by 
Dr. Garvin basically say-
ing, ‘Tom, do what you 
were trained to and need 
to do for your patient. I 
have some (idiot) on the 
other radio calling in that 
doesn’t have a clue what 
he is doing.’

Vaughan also recalled, 
“When the fi rst paramed-
ic class was off ered in the 
Roanoke Valley, Tom was 
on board. Th is was taught 
at Virginia Western Com-
munity College in the 
evenings, so with there 
being so few active cardiac 
techs, we had to leave the 
class many times, jump-
ing into our response car 
of the time, a Pontiac Le-
Mans station wagon with 
a red light bar that was 
wider than the roof of the 
vehicle, and high tail it 
back to Vinton.  But he 

made it through it and be-
came one of Vinton’s fi rst 
paramedics.” 

In a speech paying trib-
ute to Philpott, Public 
Relations Offi  cer Margo 
Karkenny noted that his 
“dedication and hard 
work are an inspiration 
to us all. You brought fi rst 
class passion to this orga-
nization. 

“Our crew lives by a 
simple mission: ‘A Help-
ing Hand for our Fellow 
Man.’ Tom has done ex-
actly that for the past 50 
years. He’ll leave behind 
many friends at the crew 
who will forever be in-
spired by his dedication 
and passion for rescue.

“On your 50th anni-
versary at this station, we 
want you to know what a 
pleasure it has been to run 
with someone so driven 
and dedicated as you 
are. Th ank you for being 
such an important asset 
to this station. Looking 
back on the years gone 
by, we couldn’t have done 
it without you. Th ough 
your eff orts we could nev-
er repay, we have this one 
thing to say: you’ve made 
so much diff erence in ev-
ery way.” 

Several plaques and 
gifts were presented to 
Chief Philpott recogniz-
ing his years on the crew, 
including a model of the 
#21 medic unit, which 
Philpott was instrumental 
in acquiring for the Vin-
ton First Aid Crew.

Chief Philpott will re-
main on the board of di-
rectors but plans to cut 
back on running calls. He 
says he may join the Re-
serve Group which runs 
one call a month to keep 
up his skills after taking a 
break for a while.

During the dinner, new 
offi  cers were installed by 
Roanoke County Chief 
of Fire & Rescue, Travis 
Griffi  th and administered 
their oath of offi  ce. Th ose 
offi  cers include:

Chief Chris Sayre
Assistant Chief Aaron 

Albertson
Captain Mitch 

Vaughan
1st Lt. Brandan Arthur
2nd Lt. Chase Caldwell
Sgt. Nicole Vincent
Public Relations Offi  -

cer Margo Karkenny
President/Assistant to 

the Treasurer Jason Peters
Vice President Tom 

Philpott
Treasurer Mitch 

Vaughan
Secre ta r y /Chap la in 

Sandy Sayre
Registered Agent Syd-

ney Myers
Chief Philpott re-

marked that with the 

installation of this par-
ticular group of offi  cers, 
he knows he is leaving 
the crew “in good hands” 
with their “dedication and 
willingness to serve the 
community without any 
expectation of payment or 
recognition.” 

Th e chief presented spe-
cial awards to several First 
Aid Crew members:

Haley Blair was named 
“Rookie of the Year.”

Chase Caldwell was 
named “Outstanding Of-
fi cer of the Year.”

Nicole Vincent was rec-
ognized as “Outstanding 
Member of the Year.”

Lifetime Memberships 
were presented to volun-
teers with 10 years of ser-
vice: Sandy Sayre, Chris 
Sayre, Megan Sayre, and 
Anna Arthur. Philpott also 
presented the new Chief, 
Chris Sayre, with his 
Chief ’s badge. 

Dinner was provided by 
Mission BBQ and held at 
the Vinton First Aid Crew 
station.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMSThe Vinton First Aid Crew currently has about 40 volunteers.

New officers for 2022 were installed at the Vinton First Aid Crew Installation Dinner on Dec. 13. 
Shown are (from left): front,Secretary/Chaplain Sandy Sayre, Captain and Treasurer Mitch Vaughan, 
Public Relations Officer Margo Karkenny, Registered Agent Sydney Myers; back row, 2nd Lt. Chase 
Caldwell, 1st Lt. Brandan Arthur, Asst. Chief Aaron Albertson, Sgt. Nicole Vincent, current Chief Tom 
Philpott, and new Chief Chris Sayre.

Three Vinton First Aid Crew volunteers received special recognition 
at the Installation Dinner: Shown left to right, Haley Blair was named 
“Rookie of the Year,” Chase Caldwell was named “Outstanding 
Officer of the Year,” and Nicole Vincent was named “Outstanding 
Member of the Year.”

Chief from page 1
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The best place to find it, sell it, 
buy it, and announce it.

To place your ad, call 389-9355

STATEWIDE 
ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-
6667

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 
so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage sys-
tem. SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full 
installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 

wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call Amer-
iGlide today!  1-888-510-
0805

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you 
 ll your open positions! 
Promote job listings region-
ally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertis-
ing Solutions reaching po-
tential candidates. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Fa-
cebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Mem-
ber.  HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other  nal ex-
penses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-
509-1697 or visit  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.Life55plus.
info/vapress” www.Life55p-
lus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-
4974

STATEWIDE 
ADS

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

e only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Reg-

262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

STATEWIDE 
ADS

Personal Ads

PERSONALS 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Wanted - To Buy

WANTED TO BUY 

Help Wanted - 
Drivers

ROUTE DELIVERY 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn Radford 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - Botetourt 
County

OF 18547 
BOTETOURT 

ROAD, EAGLE 
ROCK, VA 24085.  

Legals - City of 
Salem

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. CL21000359-00 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

ABC NOTICE 

STATEWIDE 
ADS
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If you believe in your business and 
want to build it...

To place a classifi ed ad, call 540-389-9355 

ADVERTISE! Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

35 YEARS OF
 

EXPERIENCE!
Free Tree 

EVALUATIONS!

SATISFACTION 
TREE SERVICE

Call 540-387-2288 for more information

Electrolysis has been around for over 100 years! 
It is the only permanent hair removal solution.

Call today for an appointment   (304) 487-2296

Now accepting new clients!

Bluefield WV & Blacksburg VA
Now offering services in TWO locations!

Electrolysis by Betsy

WE NOW OFFER NEW HEADLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

Check us out at golocalcards.com

“Go Local Cards” can be purchased 
online or at our card retailers.

This holiday season, buy a 
$20 Go Local Card 

and receive 
“HUNDREDS 

OF DISCOUNTS” 
throughout the NRV and beyond.
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Sports
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The Big Orange Classic, the “Granddaddy of 
Wrestling Tournaments in the Roanoke Valley” is 
set to begin next week at William Byrd High School. 
The two day tournament will be held on Wednesday 
and Thursday, December 22 and 23, in Vinton.

This will be the 44th annual tournament. The 
event began in 1976 and host William Byrd was the 
very first winner. Last year’s tournament was not 
held due to the coronavirus and the host Terriers are 
excited to have the Big Orange back.

“Half our team is freshmen and sophomores and 
they haven’t had a chance to see it,” said Terrier 
coach Thomas Kessler, who has fond memories of 
wrestling in the tournament when he was a student at 
Byrd. “A lot of former Byrd wrestlers come back for 
the Big Orange. It means a lot to the community.”

The Terriers won the tournament in the 2018-19 
season, the first time in 22 years they came out on 
top. In 2019-20 Class 1 powers Rural Retreat and 
Riverheads finished one-two in a 27 team field. This 

year Kessler expects around 20 teams in the tourna-
ment, which was still being finalized this week.

Byrd will send two undefeated wrestlers to the 
mats next week hoping to win Big Orange titles. 
Xavier Preston is unbeaten at 160, as is Hunter 

Richards at 285. A senior, Richards made the final 
in the Big Orange his freshman and sophomore 
years but had to settle for second place, then was 
denied a shot at a Big Orange championship last 
year by COVID.

“Xavier and Hunter have been leading us so far 
this season and both should do well in the post sea-
son,” said Kessler.  

The Terriers are coming off a weekend at the 
Appalachian Duals at Skyline High School, splitting 
six dual matches. The Big Orange lost their first 
match to host Skyline, the eventual champion, and 
ended up scoring more points than anyone in the 
tournament except Skyline. Preston and Richards 
won every one of their matches by pin or tech fall. 

“We got a lot of good experience and mat time for 
our young team,” said Kessler.

The Terriers were scheduled to host James River 
and Salem on Wednesday in their last event before 
the Big Orange Classic.

Big Orange is back after a one year hiatus due to COVID

Left to right, Byrd’s Garrett Hendrick, Israel Hairston and Camden Richardson go strong to the hoop in last week’s win over Hidden Valley at the Roy Stanley Memorial 
Shootout at the Roanoke College Cregger Center. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Byrd basketball teams make Roy Stanley Memorial a memorable day
Terrier boys, girls jump on top early for wins over Hidden Valley at Roanoke College Cregger Center

Both the William Byrd boys and girls won basket-
ball games over Hidden Valley opponents at the Roy 
Stanley Memorial Shootout Saturday. The Roanoke 
College Cregger Center was the site of the four game 
event sponsored by the Salem Kiwanis Club.

The Byrd boys opened the day with a 58-44 win 
over the Titans, picking up their first win of the sea-
son. Byrd jumped off to a 24-11 lead after the first 
quarter and never trailed, upping the lead to 16 points 
by the half and 20 after three quarters before the 
Titans cut into the lead when coach Brad Greenway 
cleared the bench.

Seven different Terriers scored in the decisive first 
quarter and Trevor Ruble was high for the game with 
a dozen points. Garrett Hendrick and Ethan Hairston 
had eight points each while Israel Hairston and Jaiden 
Childress had seven each in a balanced Terrier attack.

“Hidden Valley opened the game with a really odd 
minute long possession after several rebounds and 
bounces of the ball, but once we got it back we got 
it rolling and didn’t look back,” said Greenway. “We 
had a huge first quarter where we got everyone going. 
I thought our energy tailed off a little bit at the end 
and we need to address that, but all things considered 
we will take that game every day of the week. It was 
good to get our first win and hopefully we can build 
some momentum off it.”

The Byrd girls played Hidden Valley in the second 
game of the day and took a 58-28 win. Like the boys, 
the girls led all the way, winning the first quarter 
16-11 and opening a 34-16 lead by the half.

“I was very happy with how we played on both ends 
of the floor,” said coach Randy Bush. “Offensively 
we moved the ball well and played team basketball. 
Defensively we made some good plays with deflec-
tions that led to steals, which led to transition bas-
kets.”

Emilie McCaskill led the Byrd girls with 19 points. 
Sophia Chrisley had 13 and Riley Firebaugh hit three 
three-pointers and finished with 11.

The win evened the girls’ record at 2-2, but the 
Terriers lost to Carroll County in Hillsville Tuesday, 
71-22. Chrisley and Sarah Fuchs led Byrd with seven 
points each.

“We ran into a very good team that I did a poor job 
of preparing our team for,” said Bush. “We will learn 
from this and, moving forward, will use this game as 
a measure for our future progress.”

The boys are now 1-4, having lost at Christiansburg 
last week, 69-66, despite 26 points by Camden 
Richardson. Byrd fell behind early but rallied to lead 
54-51 after three quarters, then let it slip away. 

“There was a stretch of game from about five min-
utes to go down to three minutes to go where we had 
several turnovers, gave up some crucial rebounds and 
fouled shooters on second shots that was the differ-
ence in the game,” said Greenway. “It was a tough 
loss to swallow after fighting back from a double 
digit deficit.”

The boys were scheduled to play at Liberty High in 
Bedford Wednesday, and both teams will open their 
Blue Ridge District schedule on Friday with games 
against Lord Botetourt. The boys will be home and 

the girls will be in Daleville.
Next Monday both teams play Glenvar. This time 

the girls are home and the boys are in west Roanoke 
County to play the Highlanders.

Left, Byrd’s Sophia Chrisley sinks a jumper against 
Hidden Valley. Above, Emilie McCaskill scores in the 
paint and, below, Greta Walls works the point.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
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Above, William Byrd’s Amber Vaughn swims the Backstroke in last week’s meet at the Gator Center in Roanoke. 
Below left, Austin Nielsen competes in Freestyle and, below right, Emma Copening swims the Butterfly.

PHOTOS BY TONYA WOOLWINE

The William Byrd swimmers wrapped up their pre-
holiday schedule with two meets last week, hosting a 
three team meet at the Gator Center and swimming 
in a three team meet at the Kirk YMCA in Roanoke.

At the Gator Center the Terriers played host to 
Glenvar and James River. The Byrd boys swept the 
meet, beating River 81-10 and Glenvar 78-9. The 
defending Class 2 state champion Glenvar girls beat 
the Terriers, 57-33, but the Byrd girls outswam James 
River, 59-13.

First place finishes for the boys included the 200 
Medley Relay team of Dawson Brinkley, Austin 
Nielsen, Colin Murtaugh and Aiden Brinkley. The 
Byrdmen also won the 200 Free Relay with Dawson 
Brinkley, Nielsen, Aiden Brinkley and Colin Murtaugh 
as well as the 400 Free Relay with Michael Hoyos, 
Matthew Hoyos, Griffin Horacek and Nathan Miller.

Individually, Nielsen won both the 200 IM and 
100 Free while Murtaugh was first in the 100 Fly and 
500 Free. Dawson Brinkley won the 200 Free, Aiden 
Brinkley took the 50 Free, and Horacek won the 100 
Back.

For the girls, the team of Amber Vaughn, Emma 
Copening, Isabella Posadas and Madeline Miller was 
first in the 200 Medley Relay. Copening won the 100 
Fly and 100 Breast.

On Friday at the Kirk Y the Byrd boys won again 
to remain unbeaten on the season, scoring 113 points 
to 54 for host Patrick Henry and three for Galax. Byrd 
again won all three relays, taking the 200 Medley, the 
200 Free and 400 Free.

Double first place winners were Aiden Brinkley in 
the 200 IM and 100 Back, Murtaugh in the 50 Free 
and 100 Fly and Nielsen in the 500 Free and 100 

Back. Dawson Brinkley won the 200 Free and Miller 
took the 100 Free.

In the girls’ meet the host Patriots dominated with 
127 points. Byrd was second with 26 and Galax had 
15.

“There were some great races and a handful of 
personal best times,” said coach Krista Martin of the 

two meets. “It’s so much fun having so many swim-
mers on our roster.  The swimmers are really starting 
to get to know each other and I’m proud of their team 
spirit.”

Byrd will return from the break with a meet against 
Cave Spring and Roanoke Catholic at the Gator 
Center on January 5th.

Byrd boys unbeaten in the pool at holiday break

It was balmy but “bearable” at Patterson Stadium last week as the William Byrd 
track team hosted an outdoor “Polar Bear” meet. Lord Botetourt, Northside and 
Glenvar teams joined the host Terriers at Patterson Stadium to open the indoor 
season outdoors.

Byrd had some outstanding performances on the Vinton oval. For the girls, 
Sydney Blewett finished second in the 55m dash and won the shot put with a throw 
of 31’1”. Sela Beatty won the long jump with a leap of 14-11.5.  Olivia Hurd won 
the 1000m run with a time of 3:20.33 and Riley Roth finished fourth in the 1600m 
run.

Remi Figart finished third in the 300m dash. Allyson Mavredes was fifth in the 
500m dash.

On the boys side Dylan Hughes finished fourth in the 55m dash and won the 
300m dash with a time of 39.60.   Wyatte Bailey finished second in the 500 with 
a time of 1:15.65.  

In the 1000m run Braden Crossen finished second with a time of 3:15.12 and 
Reagan Lilley was fourth in the 1600 at 6:06.96. In the 55m hurdles Walker Nance 
was second with a time of 9.14.  In the jumps Jordan Johnson finished fifth at 
17’9.5” Devon Foutz was second in the shot put with a throw of 31’4”.

On Saturday the Terriers traveled to Lexington for the Walt Cormack Invitational 
at VMI’s Corps Physical Training Facility.  Chloe Harrilla took eighth place in the 
long jump with a jump of 16’2.75” and 15th in the triple jump at  30’11”. Blewett 
finished 11th in the shot put with a throw of 30’3.25”.

Hurd finished 13th in the 1600m run with a time of 5:37.71. Beatty finished 
18th in the 55m dash at 7.68 and Emma Gordon was 29th in the 500m dash with 
a time of 1:28.51. 

Nance took 14th in the hurdles with a time of 8.89 seconds. Hughes finished 
22nd in the 55m dash in 6.88 and finished 14th in the long jump with a distance 
of 19’2.75”. 

 This weekend the indoor Terriers will be traveling to Liberty University for the 
Liberty University Christmas Invitational, beginning at 9:30 am. 

WB runners grin and “bear” it as 
track team opens indoor season

Above, left to right, Chloe Harrilla and Jordan Johnson of William Byrd compete in the long jump and Sydney Blewett puts the shot. Below left, Lucy Whitenack(#2) and 
Alexandra Bonilla(#6) run long distance at last week’s “Polar Bear” meet at Patterson Stadium. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
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1135 VINYARD ROAD  |  VINTON, VA 24179  |  ROSIESGAMING.COM
Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

1

WINNING IS IN HIGH DEMAND AND WE ARE EXCITED
TO ANNOUNCE THAT OUR VINTON LOCATION HAS

DOUBLED IN SIZE!
THINGS WE KNOW YOU’LL LOVE!

350 New Games  |  Expanded High-Limit Area  |  280-Spot Parking Garage  |  Live Entertainment

EXPANDED AREAS ARE OPEN AND WE ARE PAYING  
MORE JACKPOTS THAN EVER BEFORE!

Protect the
ones you love,
get your flu 
shot today.

@vaccinatevirginia

Mount Pleasant Lions continue shopping tradition
Th e Mount Pleasant 

Lions Club continued its 
40-year practice of shop-
ping for kids at Mount 
Pleasant Elementary and 
Garden City Elemen-
tary Schools. Well, in a 
couple of the early years, 
the shopping was only for 
Mount Pleasant School, 
but quickly Garden City 
was added.

Th is year fi ve children 
from each school, based on 
suggestions from school 
staff , benefi ted from a 
Tuesday night spree at 
the Clearbrook Walmart, 
with about $125 worth 
of clothing—from socks 
and underwear, to shirts, 

shoes, pants, coats, and at 
least one toy each. 

Lions Club members 
met with the parents of 
the kids and accompanied 
them during the shop-
ping, keeping track of the 
cost of the items chosen, 
in order not to go over 
budget.

One set of parents was 
English language chal-
lenged, so a couple of 
school staff  members 
stepped in and actually 
did the shopping for those 
kids, based on the wish list 
provided by the parents. 

At checkout, a couple 
of the carts were almost 
overfl owing due to there 

being multiple children in 
a family. Th ere were happy 
smiling faces on the Lions, 
the volunteer shoppers, 
and the parents who were 
there, and there were more 
than a few tears as well, 
including the Walmart 
check-out lady.

So, another year is pass-
ing, and the Mount Pleas-
ant Lions have continued 
their tradition of giving 
back to the community 
they live in and honor-
ing the Lions Motto, “We 
Serve.”

By Lion 
Michael FergusonSUBMITTED PHOTO

Some of the Mount Pleasant Lions and school staff with carts after Christmas 
shopping spree.

Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to the Peters 
family in the loss of Nick.  

Congratulations Ryan 
Dippel – Radford Class of 
2021! Ryan is the son of 
Angie and Chris and the 
brother to Camden. It has 
been a pleasure watching 
this boy grow into a won-
derful young man. Ryan 
has been a friend of Drake’s 
since the fi rst day we moved 
from Myrtle Beach and of 
late was a groomsman in 
Drake’s wedding. Great 
job, Ryan! Can’t wait to see 
what is next for you!  

Many thanks to so 
many people for helping 
the Vinton Chamber with 
143 Angel Tree Angels. We 
are so blessed to have such 
an amazing, giving com-
munity!   

Calling Class of ’81 
Terriers– Th e William 
Byrd High School Class 
of 1981 reunion is sched-
uled for April 30. Email 
wbh s .81c l a s s@gma i l .
com for more informa-
tion. Please join us! 

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS
Angie

Chewning
Filling in for Bootie

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Be sure to "Like" 

the Vinton Messenger 

on Facebook.




