
Ethel Lavender Dicker-
son of Vinton celebrated her 
94th birthday on January 
3 with family and friends. 
Th at’s the same day she was 
awarded an honorary high 
school diploma from Jeff er-
son High School, some 75 

years after the June 6 gradu-
ation date for the Class of 
1947.

“A high school graduate 
at 94!” said Dr. Chris Mon-
roe, Associate Senior Pastor 
for Worship at Vinton Bap-
tist Church. “It is 75 years 
since her graduating class 
walked. She was two credits 
from graduating but had to 

go to work to support the 
family. She married, had a 
family, and just never made 
it back to pick up the cred-
its.”

She had been attending 
Jeff erson half days in her 
senior year, leaving school 
at noon each day to walk 
to a job in downtown Roa-
noke. She worked in retail, 

including at Barr Brothers 
Jewelers. Once the workday 
ended around 5 or 5:30, she 
would catch the bus home 
to Southeast Roanoke. 

Dickerson was born in 
Martinsville in 1928 and 
lived there until she was 7 
years old, when her family 
moved to Southeast Roa-
noke to live with her grand-

Th e Vinton Area Chamber of 
Commerce elected and installed its 
offi  cers and board of directors for 
2022 at the annual Holiday Open 
House meeting at the Charles Hill 
Community Center on December 
16. Dr. Richard Turner, chairman 
of the Nominating Committee, 
conducted the elections process. 
Th e new offi  cers were sworn in by 

Vinton Mayor Brad Grose.
Chamber offi  cers and Executive 

Board members for 2022 include:
• President: Jason Boothe (Gre-

enway-Boothe Real Estate)
• First Vice President: Allison 

Finney (American Effi  ciency Inns)
• Second Vice President: Page 

Stovall (Noble Senior Living)
• Past President: Justin Davison 

(Member One)
Vinton native Jason Boothe 

works for Greenway Boothe Real 

Estate Team@Mountain View Real 
Estate in Vinton. He is very active 
in the Vinton community, where 
he has served as a board member 
and coach for the Vinton Booster 
Club, head of Field Maintenance 
and Vice President and President of 
the William Byrd Baseball Booster 
Club from 2017-2020.

Along with his board posi-
tions, Boothe also coached in the 
Vinton community for over 15 
years. His “love for the kids and par-

ents” has made him lifelong friend-
ships. He has also served as a deacon 
at Lynn Haven Baptist.

Boothe has been married to his 
wife Nicole for 25 years (in May) 
who is employed by William Byrd 
High School. Th ey have two chil-
dren. His daughter Taylor and 
son-in-law Collin reside in Georgia 
where Collin serves in the Army. 
His son Bryce works for Roanoke 
City. 

“I’m the very proud Pappy to 

my new granddaughter, Rylan Rice, 
who lives with Mommy and Daddy 
in Georgia,” Boothe says.

“I can’t express how excited I 
am to be able to work with such 
an amazing group of people that 
truly care about the town,” said 
Boothe. “I look forward to serving 
the members of this great Chamber, 
and we will do everything we pos-
sibly can to make Vinton the place 

County (where they attend-
ed Bonsack Baptist), but 
they came to Vinton in the 
early ’60s and stayed. 

J.W. worked for Norfolk 
& Western in Roanoke for 
39 years before he retired. 
Th ey were married for 53 
years before he passed away 
in 2000. Ethel has now lived 
in the same home in Vinton 
for 60 years.

At 94, Dickerson is in re-
markably good health. She 
says she adopted a vegetar-
ian lifestyle fi ve or six years 
ago. Her diet now is mainly 
fruits and vegetables with 
few sweets. She experiences 
a slight hearing loss but has 
excellent vision (the doctor 
suggested some inexpensive 
non-prescription reading 
glasses) and still drives– pret-
ty fearlessly, according to her 
youngest sister Bea Flesh-
man. Interstates don’t intim-
idate her. She takes herself 
to the grocery store, church 
(pre-COVID), medical ap-
pointments, and more.

She gets plenty of rest– 
up in the mornings around 
8 a.m., turning in by 8:30 
p.m., with no naps in be-
tween.

She stays busy all day 
with her numerous interests; 
foremost is keeping her two-
story home spotless. Her 
husband was quite handy 
and made many improve-
ments over time.

She is an avid reader, 
checking out stacks of books 
from the Vinton Baptist li-
brary and completing word 
search puzzles to keep her 
mind agile. She counts steps 
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mother. Her father worked 
for Norfolk & Western. 

She was the fi fth of nine 
children born to Herbert 
and Mary Dossie Lavender. 
Longevity is not a given in 
her family’s history, but four 
of her siblings are still living.

Dickerson met her hus-
band, J.W. Dickerson Jr., 
in the kitchen at a friend’s 
house soon after he returned 
from World War II. She was 
washing dishes; he picked up 
the drying cloth to help. 

Her husband served in 
the Pacifi c Th eatre in the na-
val air forces during the war. 
He and his Patrol Bombing 
Squadron were awarded the 
Navy Unit Commendation 
Award for heroism in action 
against Japanese shipping 
and installations, and the 
Distinguished Flying Cross.

Th e Dickersons were 
married in 1948 at First 
Baptist Church in Roanoke 
and went on to raise two 
children (Trey and Sharon), 
who gave them four grand-
children and seven great-
grandchildren. 

Early on in their mar-
riage they lived in southwest 
Roanoke and in Botetourt 

Dickerson awarded high school diploma at age 94

See Dickerson, page 2
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PHOTO BY DR. CHRIS MONROE
 Ethel Dickerson celebrated her 94th birthday on January 
3 with family, friends, and an honorary Jefferson High 
School diploma, Class of 1947. She is shown with her 
baby sister, Bea Fleshman.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Ethel Dickerson has lived in Vinton for 60 years. She 
is shown with her late husband, J.W. Dickerson Jr.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Requests
 5. Calendar month
 8. Invests in little enterprises
12. Bird sound
14. S. American plant culti-
vated for tubers
15. Car
16. Bullfi ghter
18. Hill (Celtic)
19. Strong criticism
20. Detector
21. When you hope to get 
there
22. Having the skill to do 
something
23. Legendary MLB broad-
caster
26. Vulcanite
30. C. Asian mountain range
31. In a way, healed
32. Midway between east 
and southeast

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

33. Small appendages of 
insects
34. __ Greene, “Bonanza” 
actor
39. A place to bathe
42. Postal worker accessory
44. Classical music
46. A way of wrecking
47. Terminator
49. You eat three a day
50. Pointed end of a pen
51. NATO offi cial (abbr.)
56. Genus of clams
57. Boxing’s “G.O.A.T.”
58. A colorless, odorless gas 
used as fuel
59. Covered thinly with gold 
paint
60. Bachelor of Laws
61. Red fl uorescent dye
62. Engineering group
63. Female sibling
64. Adjacent

CLUES DOWN
 1. What a thespian does
 2. Footwear
 3. Adjust spacing between
 4. Witnesses
 5. Who shows excessive 
fondness
 6. Distinct form of a plant
 7. National capital
 8. Hunting expedition
 9. Related to medulla 
oblongata
10. European country
11. Cola
13. Excluded from use or 
mention
17. Speak
24. Bloodshot
25. Make better
26. Keyboard key
27. Type of degree
28. Paddle 
29. Peacock network

35. Not young
36. Baseball stat
37. One’s grandmother
38. Breakfast food
40. Bathroom features
41. Disease-causing 
bacterium
42. NY ballplayer
43. Got up
44. Prophet
45. Part of the mouth
47. Unnatural
48. Acronym for brain 
science study
49. Three are famous
52. Languages spoken in 
Patagonia
53. Freedom from dif-
fi culty
54. Widely used OS
55. Many people pay it

Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce 2022 Calendar of Events 
Th e Vinton Area Chamber of 

Commerce has announced its cal-
endar of events for 2022. Several 
of the special events are in partner-
ship with the Town of Vinton.

January 12: Lunch & Learn 
(speaker TBA) 12-1 p.m.

March 9:  Lunch & Learn 
(TBA) 12-1 p.m.

March 10 State of the Town: 
7:30 a.m. Vinton War Memorial 

March 22: Senior Services 

Expo: 10 a.m. -2 p.m., Vinton 
War Memorial 

May 11: Lunch & Learn (TBA) 
12-1 p.m.

May: New Event (TBA) 1-6 
p.m. Vinton War Memorial Lawn

May 26: Annual Golf Tourna-
ment, Botetourt County Club

June 11:  Mingle at the Mar-
ket- 7 -10 p.m., Vinton Farmers’ 
Market

June 25: Mingle at the Market 

7-10 p.m., Vinton Farmers’ Mar-
ket  

July 9: Mingle at the Market 7.-
10 p.m., Vinton Farmers’ Market 

July 13: Lunch & Learn (TBA) 
12-1 p.m.

July 23: Mingle at the Market 7 
- 10 p.m., Vinton Farmers’ Market

August 13: Mingle at the Mar-
ket 7 - 10 p.m., Vinton Farmers’ 
Market 

August 27:  Mingle at the Mar-

ket 7 -10 p.m., Vinton Farmers’ 
Market

September 10:  Mingle at the 
Market 7 -10 p.m. Vinton Farm-
ers’ Market  

September 14:  Lunch & Learn 
– (TBA) 12-1 p.m.                  

September 24: Mingle at the 
Market 7 - 10 p.m., Vinton Farm-
ers’ Market

October 8: Fall Festival 10 a.m. 
- 4 p.m., Downtown Vinton/Vin-

ton Farmers’ Market
November 9:  Lunch & Learn 

(TBA) 12-1 p.m.
December 1:  Vinton Christ-

mas Parade 7 p.m. Downtown 
Vinton

December 13: Santa’s Christ-
mas Crawl – 6 p.m. throughout 
Town 

December 15: Holiday Open 
House –5-7 p.m. Charles Hill 
Community Center 

(Editor’s Note: The 
Town of Vinton and 
The Vinton Messenger 
are partnering to put 
the spotlight on Town of 
Vinton employees dur-
ing the month of their 
birthdays. The town is 
proud to have these in-
dividuals on staff and 

want to make the com-
munity aware of who 
is “behind the scenes” 
making the town look 
great and operate so suc-
cessfully.)

Thanks, and happy 
birthday to Jerry Bishop 
Jr. in the Vinton Public 
Works Department for 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF VINTONJerry Bishop Jr.

SPOTLIGHT ON TOWN OF VINTON STAFF
his service to the town 
and citizens of Vinton.

Bishop is an Equip-
ment Operator 1 in Pub-
lic Works, which means 
he and his fellow Public 
Works employees are 
out removing snow, do-
ing road and water line 
repairs, landscaping, and 
more, day or night, in all 
kinds of weather, to keep 
Vinton’s citizens com-
fortable in their homes.

He has been employed 
with the Town of Vinton 
since May 2021. Bishop 
and his wife Valerie have 
one son. His hobbies in-
clude hunting, fishing, 
hiking, sports, and rac-

ing.
“The Vinton Pub-

lic Works Department 
touches the lives of 
thousands of people ev-
ery day in a very pro-
fessional manner,” says 
Mayor Brad Grose. “The 
dedicated individuals in 
the department enhance 
the quality of life in Vin-
ton by maintaining all 
the systems that provide 
safety, convenience, rec-
reation, and a pleasing 
appearance in our town. 
We are truly blessed to 
have such skilled, devot-
ed people in the Vinton 
Public Works Depart-
ment.”

www.vintonmessenger.com

Dickerson from page 1

Dickerson especially en-
joys painting greeting cards 
for those who are ill, be-
reaved, or might just need 
an uplifting message. Th e 
greeting cards she creates 
share some of her mottoes 
in life– “If life gives you 
lemons, make lemonade,” 
and “When you get to 
your wit’s end, you’ll fi nd 
God lives there,” in addi-
tion to “When you reach 
the end of your rope, tie a 
knot and hang on.”

She has always loved to 
draw and paint– she “just 
got interested and kept do-
ing it.” When she was in 
school, art electives were 
mostly non-existent, so 
she is mainly self-taught. 
She says she her interest in 
painting has been rekindled 
in the past 10-15 years espe-
cially. She gives away many 
of her paintings– there 
are some displayed on the 
walls at Vinton Baptist, in 
other Vinton locations, and 
on the walls of her friends’ 
homes. Many of her beauti-
ful paintings and cards fea-
ture fl owers.

Her love for fl owers led 
to work for local fl orists do-
ing fl ower arrangements, 
fresh and silk. She has 
helped plan weddings for 
many brides.

At Vinton Baptist, 
Dickerson was a fi xture in 
the choir, singing sopra-
no for many years– that’s 
how she came to become 
great friends with Karen 
Hudgins, who also was a 

member, and Monroe, who 
has served as Minister of 
Music since 1993.

Church Secretary Patsy 
Talbert says Dickerson has 
been a great infl uence at 
Vinton Baptist where she 
taught Sunday School for all 
ages for many, many years, 
along with Vacation Bible 
School.  She is an ordained 
deacon at the church. She 
also took on the role of 
Moderator for the Roanoke 
Valley Baptist Association, 
visiting at least 72 Baptist 
churches in the Roanoke 
Valley over the years. “God 
led me into churches I didn’t 
know I would ever go to.”

She also did– and still 
does– love to dance, to “cut 
a rug,” including Big House 
dances in Southeast Roa-
noke when she was a teen-
ager.

Her 94th birthday party 
was organized by Hudgins 
with help from family and 
friends. Th e occasion was 
celebrated at her home with 
Hudgins, sister Bea, Talbert 
and Monroe from Vin-
ton Baptist, and Hudgins’ 
sister, Barbara. Th ere was 
birthday cake, along with 
goodies and gifts. Mon-
roe’s wife, Mary Beth, sent 
along the traditional Coach 
wrist change purse all the 
girl graduates from Vinton 
Baptist are given. 

Th e party-goers con-
vinced Dickerson to don a 
graduation cap and gown 
in Jeff erson High School 
colors– complete with a 

2022 tassel. When she 
questioned why, they ex-
plained she was wearing 
the special garb to receive 
an honorary diploma ar-
ranged by Hudgins and the 
school system. Th e diploma 
is identical to the diplomas 
issued on June 6, 1947– 
with the signatures of then-
Superintendent D.E. Mc-
Quilkin and Principal E.B. 
Broadwater.

Dickerson said it was 
quite an emotional occa-
sion for her, and one of 
pride as well.

Hudgins says one day 
they were chatting about 
high school and Dickerson 
leaving before graduation. 
Th at prompted Hudgins to 
do some research on what it 
would take to get a diplo-
ma, short of returning to 
school. She discovered that 
several years ago, Roanoke 
City Schools had award-
ed honorary diplomas to 
World War II servicemen 
who had left high school 
before graduation. Th at led 
to Dickerson’s diploma.

Dickerson is a sweet and 
lovely example of a life well 
and fully lived. She wakes 
up each day ready to face 
the world with a positive at-
titude and the “get a round 
to it” philosophy– no pro-
crastinating, never put off  
until tomorrow what you 
can do today.

Congratulations, Mrs. 
Dickerson, and wishing 
you many more happy 
birthdays to come!

as she walks laps around her 
patio table for exercise. She 
doesn’t watch much TV, 
other than the local news 
and some old movies. She 
cuts her own hair!

Dickerson is as upbeat 
a person as you could ever 
meet. She says she relies 
mightily on her faith. When 
she was a child in Roanoke, 
she took it upon herself to 
go to the Salvation Army for 
church services, then Sun-
day School at First Baptist, 
where she was baptized at 
age 16.

She says she has always 
believed in making the best 
of any situation, being grate-
ful for what you have, doing 
the best you can each day, 
and asking God for help.

Every week in 2021 we will donate $1,000 to a local nonprofit  
that is providing valuable services in the areas we are located.  

Helping those communities around us is at the core of our  
operational philosophy. We truly believe that high tides raise all  
ships and we are determined to add value to the communities 

in which we operate.

Through the charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back,  
Colonial Downs Group has made monetary and in-kind donations  

of more than $1,410,000, and has logged over 2,500 service  
hours in Virginia communities.

TOGETHER
WE WIN

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS TO  
52 WORTHY CHARITIES

Michelle Griffin 
Founder  |  Runway Rules Academy

“On behalf of Runway Rules Academy, we would like to  
thank Rosie’s Gaming Emporium® for pouring back into the  

community and helping our organization continue to build our 
youth for the future. Together we can do great things,  

thank you.”

“We can’t thank Rosie’s enough for this 
generous donation. We will use these funds 
for veterinary care for some of our special 
needs kitties as well as to spay our latest 
litter of kittens.”

Kim Roman 
Animal Allies
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to bring your business.” 
Allison Finney will con-

tinue serving as First Vice 
President of the Chamber. 
She is a graduate of William 
Byrd High School and Vir-
ginia Tech where she majored 
in Housing, Interior Design 
and Resource Management 
with an option in Residential 
Management.  She manages 
several residential properties 
(apartments and single-fam-
ily homes) in Roanoke, Sa-
lem, and Vinton. Finney also 
manages American Effi  -
ciency Inns, an extended stay 
motel located in downtown 
Vinton.

She has been involved 
with many organizations over 
the years. She is a founding 
member of the Square Soci-
ety, serving on their board for 
many years and eventually 
becoming president.  While 
serving as president, she also 
served on the Center in the 
Square board of directors.  
She has been on the Vinton 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
board of directors for 10 years 
and on the Executive Board 
for going on eight years.

Page Stovall is excited to 
serve on the Executive Com-
mittee as the Second Vice 
President of the Chamber. 
She is a third-generation resi-
dent of the Town of Vinton, 
a graduate of William Byrd 
High School and received a 
Bachelor of Science degree at 
Radford University in 2012, 
concentrating in Recreation 
Th erapy. Stovall is the Busi-
ness Offi  ce Manager at Th e 
Elk’s, a Noble Senior Living 
Community in Bedford. She 
also continues as an Indepen-
dent Consultant for Rodan 
& Fields. 

Stovall loves spending 
time with her husband, fam-
ily, and friends. She enjoys 
engaging with the Roanoke 
Valley showing what Vinton 
truly has to off er. She is grate-
ful to be a part of the evolv-
ing things happening in this 
great town. 

Justin Davison will tran-
sition to Past President of 

the Chamber, fi rst elected 
as President in 2017. Davi-
son was born in New Jersey 
but has called Vinton home 
since 2008. He is currently 
the Market Manager for the 
Member One Federal Credit 
Union in Vinton. He was 
recently selected for Th e Roa-
noker Magazine’s “40 Under 
40” Award for 2022 for ca-
reer achievements, commu-
nity involvement, accolades, 
and more. He is always look-
ing for ways to give back to 
the community and support 
great local non-profi ts. He 
believes having a Servant’s 
Heart will continue to bless 
him and is thankful for all the 
support he has received over 
the years.

Members of the VACC 
board of directors for 2022 
include:

Michelle Barklow (indi-
vidual)

Andy Bishop (Twin 
Creeks Brewing Co. in Vin-
ton and Twin Creeks Brew-
pub at Explore Park)

Donald Childress (Coastal 
Insurance Planning of Vir-
ginia)

Anthony Conner (Th e 
Conner Group)

John Conner (Th e Con-
ner Group)

Tim Greenway (Moun-
tain View Real Estate)

Tim Nininger (Star City 
Pest Control)

Kat Pascal (Farmburgue-
sa)

Paula Robins: Bank of Bo-
tetourt

Justin Smith (Neely’s Ac-
counting)

Dr. Richard Turner 
(JMU/Fritz Sports & Events 
Enterprises)

Michelle Barklow works 
at Lawrence Transportation. 
She grew up in Illinois, then 
relocated to Florida with 
Star King Enterprises, which 
brought her to Vinton sev-
eral years ago. She and her 
husband, Brian, owned Th e 
Salad Factory in downtown 
Roanoke. Barklow has quick-
ly become a “Vintonite,” and 
loves being involved in the 

community and its growth. 
She and her husband have 
three sons– Michael, Jordan, 
and Devin. 

Andy Bishop grew up in 
Botetourt County and is a 
graduate of Lord Botetourt 
High School. He gradu-
ated from Virginia Western 
Community College and 
Old Dominion University 
receiving an Associate Degree 
in electrical and electronic 
engineering technology and 
a Bachelor’s in mechanical 
engineering. He has worked 
as an engineer for local indus-
tries in the fi elds of medical 
device manufacturing, re-
search and development, and 
telecommunications. Bish-
op is now an owner of Twin 
Creeks Brewing Company 
in Vinton and Twin Creeks 
Brewpub in Roanoke Coun-
ty at Explore Park and is 
Director of Operations for 
Magnets USA.

Donald Childress is a 
Vinton native, born and 
raised. He is the son of the 
late Donald Childress Sr. 
and Yvonne Childress of 
Vinton. He has one older sis-
ter, Dawn, and one younger 
brother, Chris.  He has one 
son, Damon of whom he is 
very proud. Childress gradu-
ated from William Byrd High 
School in June 1994.  He at-
tended Emory and Henry 
College earning a BS in Busi-
ness Management.  He also 
played basketball all four 
years he attended E&H. He 
graduated Emory & Henry 
in 1998 and continues to 
support various programs the 
college off ers. 

Childress is the owner/
president/agent of Coastal In-
surance Planning of Va.  He 
started his business in 2009. 
In February 2019, he moved 
his business from Salem to his 
hometown of Vinton.  He is 
proud of the company he has 
established.  He has brought 
aboard more than 45 licensed 
agents throughout Virginia.  

His duties include recruit-
ing new agents, assisting 
clients with Medicare Ben-
efi t Plans, Life, Annuity and 

Long-Term Care plans. Don-
ald oversees the overall op-
erations of the business from 
start to fi nish.  Coastal In-
surance Planning of Va. has 
grown rapidly over the years 
and currently has over 3,000 
clients throughout Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, and West Virginia.  Most 
of their clients are in Central 
and Southwest Virginia. 

Childress enjoys kayaking, 
playing golf, and attending 
music festivals and concerts.  
He joined the Vinton Cham-
ber to get more involved in 
his community and volun-
teer with future projects in 
the community.

Board member An-
thony Conner is a fi nancial 
professional with Th e Con-
ner Group, a DBA of New 
York Life and affi  liated reg-
istered investment advisory 
fi rm, Eagle Strategies.

Th e Conner Group is a 
locally owned fi nancial plan-
ning and advisory fi rm. Con-
ner works with a wide variety 
of clients including business 
owners and pre-retirees.

Prior to his start in the 
fi nancial services indus-
try, he earned his B.S. Degree 
from Carson-Newman Uni-
versity in 1982.

Conenr is proud to be a 
member of the Million Dol-
lar Roundtable (MDRT) for 
the last 19 years. He also is a 
member of the National As-
sociation of Insurance and 
Financial Advisors (NAIFA).

Conner enjoys traveling, 
playing golf, and spending 
time with his wife Lisa of 40 
years. Th ey have three chil-
dren and two grandchildren.

John B. Conner is a part-
ner with Th e Conner Group, 
and a Financial Advisor with 
Eagle Strategies LLC.

John came into the fi -
nancial services business in 
2013, working alongside his 
dad, Anthony Conner. John 
works with a wide variety of 
clients, including business 
owners, executives, physi-
cians, young professionals 
and families. John takes a ho-
listic approach when it comes 

to fi nancial planning and risk 
management. He wants his 
clients to understand their 
current fi nancial situation 
and what challenges they 
may need to address in order 
to achieve the goals set before 
them. He enjoys developing 
relationships with his clients 
that are built on trust and 
confi dence. Many of his cli-
ents are some of his closest 
friends.

Prior to becoming a Fi-
nancial Advisor with Th e 
Conner Group, John gradu-
ated from Roanoke College 
in 2013 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Business Admin-
istration and a concentration 
in Finance. John is proud to 
be a Top of the Table member 
of the Million Dollar Round 
Table (MDRT) and member 
of the National Association 
of Insurance and Financial 
Advisers (NAIFA).

Outside of the offi  ce, 
John has served as past board 
member for the Susan G. Ko-
men Virginia Blue Ridge Af-
fi liate. He also enjoys playing 
golf, traveling and spending 
time with his wife, Ashleigh, 
and their two dogs, Tucker 
and Brody.

Board member Tim Gre-
enway is the owner and bro-
ker of Vinton’s own Moun-
tain View Real Estate, LLC 

located at 200 Bowman 
Street in Vinton.

 He is a lifelong resident 
of Vinton and a William 
Byrd High School graduate, 
Class of 1982. He continues 
to be a huge supporter of his 
alma mater and can be seen at 
many of the sporting events 
cheering on the Terriers.

Greenway graduated from 
Radford University in 1986 
with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in accounting. Th e 
degree led him to work as the 
controller for Cycle Systems, 
Inc, a local recycling fi rm, for 
over 16 years. 

Th en another dream and 
another path in life presented 
itself in building houses– 
which he has engaged in for 
the past 25 years. In 2002 he 
received his real estate license, 
and his broker’s license in 
2017 and opened Mountain 
View Real Estate LLC, where 
he proudly boasts 16 real es-
tate agents/colleagues in serv-
ing the entire Roanoke Valley.

Greenway has been mar-
ried for 37 years to Pau-
la Greenway; they have three 
children– Maia, Brad and 
Chelsea. He is blessed with 
four grandchildren, Carson, 
Avery, Brantley, and Brady.

He is a fi xture in Vinton 

Chamber from page 1

See Chamber, page 7
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers its own unique 
atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE!

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

WE NOW OFFER NEW TAILLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS
Get well prayers going out 

to Logan Johnson. Logan is 
the son of Mitzi and Mark 
Johnson, brother of Luke and 
Landon. Th is young man has 
been through so much and 
rarely doesn’t have a smile on his 
face. Keep this family in your 
thoughts and prayers, as well as 
so many families that have lost 
loved ones or are battling some-
thing.

Congratulations to our own 
Vinton fellows for making Th e 
Roanoker Magazine 40 Under 
40 Class of 2022!

Justin Davison, 35 / Market 
Manager, Member One Federal 
Credit Union. Justin Davison 
has served as the Vinton Area 
Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent from 2017-22. He also 
served as service chair for Rotary 
Club of the Blue Ridge-New 
Generations, and was a member 
of the Vinton Board of Zoning 
Appeals. In his spare time, he 
assists Big Lick Entertainment 
with their events and concerts 

and conducts videography and 
research with Cone Reality. He 
is DEI certifi ed from Univer-
sity of South Florida and earned 
his Design Th inking Certifi cate 
from the University of Virginia. 
“I believe in Roanoke and the 
people that make up this great 
community,” Davison says. “I 
have been very blessed to be a 
part of great things. Whether it 
is being a part of a great event 
that Member One supports 
in the community, a chamber 
event in Vinton or something 
in Roanoke that Big Lick En-
tertainment is a part of, there 
is no greater feeling than seeing 
a family happy and enjoying 
themselves. So often the things 
I’m doing benefi t great nonprof-
its here locally, which makes it 
even better. My goal is to posi-
tively impact all those I come 
in contact with and try to con-
nect and understand more about 
them, their business, or organi-
zation. I am excited about what 
the future holds here in the Roa-
noke Valley.”

Wesley Brugh, 30 Financial 
Advisor/Founding Partner, New 
York Life/Eagle Strategies LLC, 
DBA Th e Conner Group. Wes-
ley Brugh earned his degree in 
Career and Technical Educa-
tion from Old Dominion Uni-
versity in 2013. He joined New 
York Life in 2014, at the age of 
23, helping form Th e Conner 
Group DBA in 2016. In 2017, 
he also joined Courtney Hoge, 
a long-time NYL-Financial Pro-
fessional as a business partner. 
Brugh consistently ranks in the 
top three percent nationally 
with New York Life and its affi  li-
ates, fi nished NYL’s 2021 Coun-
cil Year in the top 250 nationally 
out of roughly 12,000 and affi  li-
ated with Eagle Strategies LLC, 
New York Life’s Financial Plan-
ning and Wealth Management 

Division/Registered Investment 
Advisory Firm in 2019. He cur-
rently serves on the Foundation 
Board of Directors for the Roa-
noke Rescue Mission and is an 
ambassador for the Botetourt 
County Chamber of Com-
merce. Brugh also coaches bas-
ketball and T-ball in Botetourt 
County and previously at Hid-
den Valley High School. “Sports 
are another one of my passions,” 
he says. “Some of the people 
who had the biggest impact on 
my life were coaches. I look for-
ward to taking that passion and 
passing it along to future genera-
tions through coaching.” Wesley 
is married to Jordan and they 
have two beautiful children. 

Th ese profi les are originally 
from Th e Roanoker Maga-
zine’s Jan./Feb. 2022 issue fea-
turing their 40 Under 40 Class 
of 2022, written by editor Liz 
Long, reprinted with their per-
mission. For the full list, visit 
their website at Th eRoanoker.
com or get their latest issue on 
newsstands now.

Angie
Chewning
Filling in for Bootie

 Justin Davison

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Wesley Brugh

RECIPES OF THE WEEK
With the cold weather, thoughts turn to comfort foods. Two favorites: Mac and Cheese and Meatloaf

PHOTO BY HERMES RIVERA

Frary earns honors at 
Shenandoah University

Ellen Frary of Vinton is one of 
1,024 students who earned a spot 
on the Dean’s List at Shenandoah 
University for the Fall 2021 semes-
ter. To be considered for the Dean’s 
List, students must complete at 
least 12 semester hours and earn a 

semester GPA of 3.5 or higher.
Frary is also one of 428 students 

at Shenandoah to make the Presi-
dent’s List for the Fall 2021 semes-
ter. Students who achieved this 
prestigious academic recognition 
attained a grade point average of at 

least 3.90.
Frary graduated from William 

Byrd High School in the Class of 
2021.

Shenandoah University was es-
tablished in 1875 and is headquar-
tered in Winchester.
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50 years ago this week in Vinton

Th e feature headline in the 
January 12, 1972, edition of 
Th e Vinton Messenger in-
formed the community that 
there were “Vinton youngsters” 
shooting with a high-powered 
rifl e at a Montgomery Vil-
lage sewage pumping station. 
It was noted in the article that 
the punishment for the crime 
could involve 12 months in jail, 
a $1,000 fi ne, and liability for 
damages.

In an interview, then-Town 
Manager Don Smith said some 
residents of the Briarcliff  area, 
thought to be juveniles, had 
been “pumping high-powered 
rifl e slugs into the $64,000 sew-
age pumping station for the 
Montgomery Village subdivi-
sion.” Th e lock, door, and lights 
of the station were damaged so 
that they had to be replaced. 
Th e slugs had so far missed the 
$6,500 generator located imme-
diately behind the door.

Roanoke County Common-
wealth’s Attorney John Lampros 
said that fi ring into an unoc-
cupied dwelling or so close to 
a residential area could result in 
jail time and fi nes, but penalties 
would be much higher if rico-
cheting bullets injured or killed 

someone.
Vinton Police Chief Clarence 

Irby Jr. had his offi  cers main-
taining routine surveillance at 
the pumping station to catch 
the culprits.

Smith warned that parents 
would be fi nancially liable for 
damage done by their children 
and theorized that “the mischief 
apparently stems from Christ-
mas gifts of fi rearms.”

In other news that week, in 
reaction to the news that the 
town was facing a fi nancial cri-
sis, a fl ood of Vinton residents 
showed up at the Municipal 
Building to pay their water bills 
which were a contributing fac-
tor to the “fi nancial squeeze.”

Th e article doesn’t specify 
how much was paid, but the 
overdue bills totaled $8,000. 
Several contractors who had 
owed sewer connection fees also 
turned up with the funds to pay 
$2,000 in long overdue fees. Th e 
fi nancial crisis had led to Town 
of Vinton employees being laid 
off  and hours cut.

Newly elected state Delegate 
Richard Cranwell was prepar-
ing to leave for Richmond that 
week for the convening of the 
General Assembly to represent 
the Eighth Legislative District. 
Cranwell agreed to continue 
to serve in his position as the 

town’s attorney– unless and 
until his legislative duties pre-
sented a confl ict of interest with 
representing the town. He was 
sworn in on January 12, 1972, 
at noon with 35 other freshman 
delegates.

In the second week of Janu-
ary 1972, Mountain Trust Bank 
advertised CD rates of 5.75% 
on two-year certifi cates.

Th e Mount Pleasant Lions 
Club was busy planning for the 
Bland Music Scholarship Com-
petition to be held at Mount 
Pleasant Methodist Church, 
and open to area vocalists and 
instrumentalists in Roanoke 
area public schools. Th e month 
before, the Mount Pleasant Li-
ons had taken 10 students on a 
Christmas shopping trip, spend-
ing $15-$20 each on items of 
clothing and other merchandise.

Road construction on Route 
24 towards Stewartsville was 
running seven months ahead of 
schedule with an additional 3.8 
miles of dual lanes opened going 
into Bedford County from Vin-
ton and East Roanoke County.

Th e H&H Supermarket spe-
cials of the week were six rolls of 
toilet tissue for $1, two pounds 
of pinto beans for 39 cents, fi ve 
pounds of margarine for $1, and 
fresh-baked apple pies for 49 
cents. What great deals!

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

CD rates at Mountain Trust Bank in January 1972

Headlines from The Vinton Messenger on January 12, 1972 PHOTOS FROM  VINTON HISTORY MUSEUM ARCHIVES Bargain prices at H&H Supermarket in 1972

Gauntlet registration now open
Registration is now open for 

the 8th annual Gauntlet Busi-
ness Program and Competition. 
The Gauntlet is Virginia’s largest 
business program and competi-
tion and offers a proven formula 
to develop business knowledge, 
pairing entrepreneurs with men-
tors, and opening up numerous 
resources for new and expanding 
businesses. 

The Gauntlet has empowered 
more than 650 entrepreneurs, 
developed and connected a men-
tor network of 250 professionals, 
and awarded over $7 million in 
resources including grants, cash, 
and in-kind prizes in its eight 
years.

The Gauntlet ignites oppor-
tunities with business training, 
mentorship, scaling strategies, 

and building entrepreneurial eco-
systems. Anyone can join and 
compete for over $300,000 cash 
and prizes.

Virtual classes start February 
1, meeting on Tuesdays from 6 to 
7:30 p.m.

For more information about 
The Gauntlet and to apply online, 
visit www.TheAdvancementFoun-
dation.org. 

During a joint (closed) 
meeting between the Roanoke 
County Board of Supervi-
sors and the Roanoke County 
School Board on Tuesday, Jan. 
11, the two boards received an 
update and discussed the ongo-
ing eff orts to create a new and 
improved Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) facility for 

students in Roanoke County 
Public Schools. 

“Due to the challenges by 
unmet demand, some 300 
county students have been 
turned away as current capac-
ity constraints and size do not 
permit attending the existing 
structure,” said Board of Super-
visors Chairman Jason Peters. 

“With a new facility, expanded 
courses could be off ered which 
would help meet the workforce 
demand of our local economy 
and serve as a pathway for vo-
cational education.” 

Th e two boards have worked 
cooperatively over the last year 
to move eff orts forward. Infl a-
tion and cost have been chal-

lenging but all funding options 
are being considered, including 
federal, state, and local sources. 

In August 2021, the two 
boards established a citizen 
advisory committee to advise 
them regarding the size, site, 
and potential incorporation 
of solar technology relating to 
the construction of a new CTE 

center. 
Th is committee has been 

productive in their research 
and fi ndings, some of which 
were discussed with the two 
boards during the joint meet-
ing. Th e potential purchase of 
property was also discussed, ac-
cording to a news release from 
the boards.

Board of Supervisors moves forward with support of new CTE facility 
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Vinton Worship
Directory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Ja-
son Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is lo-
cated at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 
1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 

School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@veri-
zon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 

7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 
9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

UNDESERVED GRACE
Read Genesis 42:1 through 44:34

On March 8, 2009, a man walked into the First Baptist Church of 
Maryville, Illinois, and shot and killed Pastor Fred Winters. His family 
and church were in shock.

CBS News interviewed Pastor Winters’ wife, Cindy, the next week re-
garding her husband’s assailant. What type of a reaction would she 
have? She said, “I do not have any hatred, or even hard feelings to-
wards him. We have been praying for him. One of the fi  rst things that 
my daughter said to me after this happened was, ‘You know, I hope 
that he comes to learn to love Jesus through all of this.’ ” What an 
example of grace!

Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they didn’t recognize him 
(Genesis 42:8).

Joseph was in a position to get revenge on his brothers, but he showed 
them grace instead. He recognized God’s hand at work through the 
circumstances of his life and so could forgive what his brothers had 
done to him.

No one expects this type of grace from people who have been greatly 
harmed by others. Only through knowing a God of grace is it possible 
to extend such grace.

Challenge for Today: Are you showing others the grace God has shown 
you?

Quicklook: Genesis 42:6–18

Vinton History Museum takes 2nd 
place in Hotel Roanoke Fashions 
for Evergreens competition

Th e Vinton History Museum was 
awarded second place in the annual 
Hotel Roanoke Fashions for Ever-
greens competition which raises funds 
for the United Way of Roanoke Valley. 
Th is is quite amazing considering that 
when they fi rst submitted an applica-
tion to join the event, they were put 
on a waiting list. Someone dropped 
out at the last minute, giving them the 
opportunity to enter the competition, 
but little time to prepare the tree.

Museum staff  and volunteers brain-
stormed and came up with a “Victo-
rian Christmas” theme, since they had 
“some gorgeous ornaments” donated 
by Nancy Morris. 

Volunteers, members of the muse-
um’s board of directors, and museum 
Executive Director Judy Cunning-
ham worked on the design– includ-
ing Debbie Pitts, Mary Beth Layman, 
Ann Hewitt, Jan Dickens, and Becky 
Miller.

After researching ornaments during 
the Victorian era, the group put to-
gether the display beginning with Mor-

ris’s donated ornaments. Th e museum 
had lights and some miscellaneous 
ornaments to add from its collection. 
Th e volunteers decided to make some 
ornaments themselves– including the 
Victorian “Tussie-Mussies,” which are 
decorated cones fi lled with bouquets 
of fl owers and fragrant herbs. KB 
Mercantile in Vinton loaned them a 
garland of pearls and lace, a tree skirt, 
and porcelain doll ornaments. 

Th ey felt the tree should represent 
the Town of Vinton, as well, so photo-
graphs were framed from the museum 
archives of people, places and things in 
the Vinton area and were hung on the 
tree.

Not on the tree itself, but part of the 
total display was a Victorian house, on 
loan from Jan Dickens, a sleeping cat 
and rocking horse from Ann Hewitt, 
and standing porcelain dolls from the 
museum collection.

“It was quite a community project,” 
said Pitts, Vinton Historical Society 
treasurer.

Th e tree was decorated on Sun-
day and Monday, Nov. 21 and 22. 
In addition to those who worked on 
the design and the gathering of sup-

plies, Judy Kelley, Becky Cundiff  and 
Randy Layman helped with the actual 
decorating.

Th e Fashions for Evergreens trees 
were on display at Th e Hotel Roa-
noke during the holiday season from 
Th anksgiving until New Year’s. Visi-
tors were encouraged to vote for their 
favorite tree with proceeds benefi tting 
the United Way.

Over the past decade, the Fashions 
for Evergreens event has raised more 
than $65,000 for United Way of Roa-
noke Valley and its nonprofi t partners.

“We were so excited,” said Cun-
ningham. “We are planning to deco-
rate a tree again next year and have 
been talking about a theme. It is a lot 
of work to do a tree, but we had fun.”

Th e Vinton History Museum is 
located at 210 E. Jackson Avenue in 
downtown Vinton. It is open Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday, and the 
fi rst Saturday of each month from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Visitors are asked to 
wear masks. For more information, 
contact the museum at info@vinton-
historymuseum.org or call 540-342-
8634.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Vinton History Museum was awarded second place 
in the 2021 Fashions for Evergreens fundraiser at the 
Hotel Roanoke with the Victorian-themed tree.

BBB Alert: Appalachian Power phone scam returns to Western Virginia 
A scam that moved into the Ro-

anoke region last year has returned 
to the area. Better Business Bureau 
Serving Western Virginia (BBB) 
warns Appalachian Power (AEP) 
customers to be careful of util-
ity phone scams. BBB off ers these 
helpful tips on how to avoid falling 
victim to utility scams.

Th e scammers use hostile tac-
tics, threatening to shut off  power 
in 30 minutes if they are not paid 
immediately. Collection agent 
con artists leave a 1-800-call-back 
phone number for victims to give 
personal and banking informa-
tion. Earlier versions of the scam 
have off ered to take payment in 
person and have used the same 
recorded welcome message used 
by the legitimate AEP customer 
service line.

According to AEP’s web-

site, victims in other states have 
reported that scammers asked 
customers for the prepaid card’s 
receipt number and PIN number, 
which grants instant access to the 
card’s funds.

Utility company imposters will 
typically reach you with a tele-
phone call but can also knock on 
your door claiming to be a repre-
sentative from the local water, elec-
tric, or gas company. 

Scammers use a variety of other 
tricks to prey on utility custom-
ers. A “representative” may appear 
at your door in a plausible work 
uniform claiming that the electric 
meter is not working properly and 
must be immediately replaced– at 
your expense. 

In a particularly alarming form 
of this con, the scammer may gain 
access to your home to perform 

“repairs” or an “energy audit” with 
the intent of stealing your valu-
ables. 

Th ese cons may also involve 
promises of energy discounts with 
the aim of taking your money, per-
sonal information, or possibly the 
account details needed to switch 
you to another utility provider 
without your consent (an illegal 
practice known as “slamming”).

According to AEP, the com-
pany may contact consumers over 
the phone, but will never demand 
immediate payment with a specifi c 
time frame. Th e organization will 
always send a letter with a specifi c 
date of disconnection by mail be-
fore ending its service. 

“A legitimate company will not 
demand payment over the phone 
accompanied by threats,” says Ju-
lie Wheeler, President and CEO 

of BBB Serving Western Virginia. 
“Never blindly use a number sup-
plied by a caller. Scammers have 
become more sophisticated in their 
methods to fool their victims into 
believing they are legitimate. Use 
a verifi ed number to call the com-
pany to check the status of your 
account.”

Here are some BBB tips on how 
to avoid utility scams and similar 
scams:

Confi rm that you are speaking 
to a utility representative. If you 
have any concerns, tell the caller 
that you will independently check 
the phone number for the utility 
company to verify the caller’s iden-
tity and information. Th e toll-free 
number for Virginia AEP consum-
ers is 1-800-956-4237.

Be wary of anyone demanding 
immediate payment or payment 

in forms that are diffi  cult to trace, 
such as Western Union, pre-paid 
Visa cards, or gift cards. 

Never give personal or bank in-
formation such as your credit card, 
debit card, Social Security, ATM, 
checking or savings account num-
bers to anyone who comes to your 
home, calls, or sends an email re-
questing information.

Never allow anyone claiming 
to be a utility service person into 
your home unless you have sched-
uled an appointment and the 
person has proper identifi cation. 
Contact the police if you become 
concerned about your safety. Util-
ity company employees are happy 
to show an employee ID.

If you believe to be a victim of 
a scam, contact your utility com-
pany, or call BBB at (800) 533-
5501.
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Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, VINTON MESSENGER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO THE VINTON MESSENGER

VINTON MESSENGER
DIGITAL ONLY

DIGITAL

& PRINT PRINT ONLY

             Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$44.00 In County

$48.00 Out of County  $52.00 Out of State

One Year 
Digital Subscription 

$29.00

Yearly Print & Digital 
Subscription

$67.00

YOUR LOCAL NEWS
JUST THE WAY 

YOU LIKE IT!

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

as he attends Vinton Baptist 
Church where he serves as 
a deacon. He’s also a mem-
ber of the Vinton Breakfast 
Lions Club, the Old Stag 
Hunt Club, and has served 
on many committees for 
Vinton. He proudly repre-
sents Vinton on the Roanoke 
County School Board.

In his brief down-
times, Greenway enjoys most 
sports, hunting, golf, and of 
course, spending time with 
those grandkids. He is a sup-
porter of many charities, but 
his favorite involvement is 
when he can help children.

Tim Nininger is the own-
er of Star City Pest Control 
and Wildlife Services. He is 
from Smith Mountain Lake 
in Moneta. He attended 
Northside and Christians-
burg High Schools, Arizona 
State University, and Clem-
son University. He has three 
children Tori (18), Tanner 
(18), and Taylor (15). 

Nininger says he joined 
the Vinton Chamber because 
his friend Jason Boothe invit-
ed him, and he became im-
pressed with all the things the 
Chamber does for the Town 
of Vinton. He enjoys coach-
ing wrestling at two wrestling 
clubs for kids 5-18 years of 
age– Roanoke Area Wrestling 
(RAW) in Roanoke and the 
Smith Mountain Lake Elite 
Wrestling Club (SML).

Kat Pascal, a Roanoke 
native, is a community ad-
vocate, strategist, and entre-
preneur. She is the co-owner 
of the Vinton and Roanoke 
Farmburguesa restaurants, 
and a former bank manager 
for a national bank. Pascal at-
tended William Byrd High 
School and Virginia Western 
Community College.

She has a passion for vol-
unteerism, traveling, and 
family. She is bilingual in 
English and Spanish. She is 
the mother of two sons, Jacob 
and Julian, ages 9 and 10.

Pascal is the co-founder of 
Latinas Network and sits on 
several non-profi t boards in 
the area. 

Paula E. Robins is em-
ployed by Bank of Bote-
tourt. She has over 38 years 
of retail banking experience 
and has previously served as 
branch manager and com-
munity development offi  cer 
at the bank’s Peters Creek 
and Bonsack offi  ces. She 
can be frequently seen walk-
ing the sidewalks in town, 
conversing with community 
members and small busi-
nesses. Robins is a member 
of the Order of Eastern Star, 
a group of dedicated women 
donating their time to com-
munity programs. She has 
been actively engaged in nu-
merous chambers of com-
merce in the region. She grew 
up in Salem and currently 
resides in Roanoke City with 
her husband, Reggie.

Board member Jus-
tin Smith joined the Neely’s 
Accounting Services, Inc. 
team in the Roanoke offi  ce in 
December 2016.  On Janu-
ary 1, 2019, he accepted the 
role of Senior Accountant 
in the Vinton offi  ce. He is 

a graduate of William Byrd 
High School and received 
his Bachelor of Science in 
Accounting from Emory & 
Henry College. He complet-
ed an MBA from King Uni-
versity and is a ProAdvisor 
with QuickBooks and has ex-
tensive experience in business 
accounting, payroll, and tax.

Board member Dr. Rich-
ard Turner has served as the 
Roanoke Program Coordina-
tor for James Madison Uni-
versity’s Educational Leader-
ship Program at the Roanoke 
Higher Education Center 
since 2016. He supervises 
student teachers and teaches 
graduate classes for JMU.

He is currently the Chief 
Marketing Offi  cer for Fritz 
Sports and Event Enterprises, 
which specializes in NAS-
CAR sponsorship opportuni-
ties. He works for NASCAR, 
and worked for BK Racing 
from 2013-2017.

Turner graduated from 
Northside High School in 
1978, completed his under-
graduate work at Virginia 
Tech in 1982, and earned his 
Master’s degree at Virginia 
Tech in 1987 and his Doctor-
ate from Nova/Southeastern 
University in 1994.  

He served as Assistant 
Principal at William Byrd 
High School (1992-99) and 
as Principal from 1999 until 
2016.  He also served Roa-
noke County Schools as a 
Marketing Specialist and de-
veloped the current Appren-
ticeship Program in 2016-17.

Town of Vinton repre-
sentatives to the Chamber 
include:

Mayor Brad Grose
Town Manager Pete Peters
Community Programs 

Director Chasity Barbour
Mayor Brad Grose is the 

Owner/President of Domin-
ion Electronics Inc. in Vinton 
and is currently serving his 
fi fth term as Mayor of Vin-
ton, elected to that position 
in 2004. He was fi rst elected 
to Vinton Town Council in 
2000. He served two terms 
as chairman of the Roanoke 
Valley-Alleghany Regional 
Commission Executive 
Board and has served two 
terms as VACC President.

Grose is a member of the 
Vinton Breakfast Lions Club, 
the Vinton Vision Commit-
tee, and a board member of 
the Roanoke Valley Econom-
ic Development Partnership. 
He has received the Virginia 
Municipal League “Certi-
fi ed Local Government 
Offi  cial-Gold Award” and 
a commendation from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
General Assembly for Public 
Service. 

He is a charter graduate 
of the Vinton Citizens Po-
lice Academy and Advanced 
Citizens Police Academy. He 
is also “Santa” for the Vinton 
Christmas Parade. He is an 
active member of Parkway 
Wesleyan Church.  He has 
been married to his wife, 
Debby, for 43 years and has 
two children: Melissa (Ran-
dy) and Amanda (Marcus), 
two grandchildren (Jacob 
and Justin) and several pets.

Richard “Pete” Peters was 
appointed as Vinton Town 
Manager as of January 1, 
2021. He previously served 
as Assistant Town Manager 
and Economic Develop-
ment Director for the Town 
of Vinton for fi ve years, spent 
10 years as Director of Parks, 
Recreation, and Tourism 
for Botetourt County, two 
years as Director of Athletic 
Programs and Facilities at 
Roanoke Catholic School, 
and seven years with the City 
of Roanoke Department of 
Parks and Recreation.

Peters graduated from 
William Byrd High School in 
1993. He received his Bach-
elor’s Degree in Recreation 
Administration from Ferrum 
College, and his Graduate 
Certifi cate in Local Govern-
ment Management from Vir-
ginia Tech.

He is a Professional Mem-
ber of the International City/
County Managers Associa-
tion (ICMA) and the Virgin-
ia Local Government Man-
agers Association (VLGMA).

Peters currently serves 
as a board member on the 
Roanoke Valley Resource 
Authority (RVRA), the Roa-
noke Regional Partnership, 
the Roanoke Valley Allegh-
any Regional Commission 
(RVARC), and the Roanoke 
Valley Transportation Plan-
ning Organization (RVT-
PO).

He and his wife Cameron 
have been married for 21 
years and have two children– 
Cadence (17) and Falan (16). 
His hobbies include moun-
tain biking, kayaking, and 
camping.

Chasity Barbour is the 
Community Programs Di-
rector for the Town of Vin-
ton.  She serves as the Lead 
Advisor of the Roanoke 
Regional Chamber of Com-
merce Leadership of the 
Roanoke Valley program, is 
a participant in the Smith 
Mountain Lake Academy of 
Leaders, and Vice President 
of the Dogwood Committee.

Barbour has two daugh-
ters, Skylour Stultz, who at-
tends West Virginia Universi-
ty, and Kaidence Stores, who 
attends William Byrd Middle 
School. Last, but not least, is 
her “better half, Sean Stores, 
who “supports his girls with 
anything.” He is employed 
at Yokohama Tire and is a 
Union Offi  cer. In their spare 
time the family loves camp-
ing, ATVs, and motorcycles.  

Th e Vinton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce has two 
employees: 

Executive Director Angie 
Chewning 

Executive Assistant/Finan-
cial Coordinator Kathryn 
Sowers.

Angie Chewning became 
Executive Director of the 
Chamber in the fall of 2010. 
In the time since, she has 
continued to spread the word 
and to promote business 
growth in the Vinton area.

She has three children– 
Cydney, Drake, and Abbie– 
and one grandchild, Kel-
len.  New daughter-in-law 

Hannah married Drake in 
November 2021.

Chewning serves on the 
Roanoke Regional Partner-
ship Board, the Urban De-
velopment Advisory Com-
mittee, and the Sassy Sister 
Group of Women of the Vin-
ton Moose Lodge, a group 
formed by women Moose 
members to serve the com-
munity.  Th eir events include 
a food drive at Th anksgiving 
and Christmas, where they 
collect food for Vinton fami-
lies and creating and plan-
ning fun events to welcome 
people into the lodge. She 
also is a member of Fem City 
Roanoke Chapter.

Chewning served as chair 
of the Vinton Relay for Life 
from 2012-2016. She has 
served as a member of the 
Town of Vinton Revitaliza-
tion Committee and the 
Preventive Council Commit-
tee. She has also served on the 
American Cancer Association 
Council.  

She has volunteered at 
Explore Park’s Illuminights 
since its beginnings. Chewn-
ing loves to promote all 
things Vinton and is always 
encouraging folks to “Shop 
Local.” She loves volunteer-
ing for events and organiza-
tions that help people and 
make the community a better 
place.

“I love sharing what it was 
like growing up and living in 
Vinton,” says Chewning. “I 
love being a part of the new 
growth and look forward to 
many things to come. It feels 
like home. I’m ‘In.’ Are you?

“I am looking forward to 
2022,” said Chewning. “We 
have new and improved ideas 
to share and execute, and 
we are very excited to make 
them happen. We hope to 
gain new members, sponsors 
and, of course, new visitors 
to our events, businesses, and 
our town. We will continue 
to promote and support our 
local businesses and encour-
age everyone to do the same.  
We will continue to hold pre-
miere events to bring folks 
to our town and hope they 
see something they like and 
come back for another visit 
or to check out that business 
they saw or eat at one of our 
restaurants. We will continue 
to encourage folks to ‘EAT 
SHOP PLAY LIVE IN vIN-
ton’!”

Kathryn Sowers worked 
for the Vinton Chamber of 
Commerce several years ago 
and returned in 2010 to 
temporarily bridge the gap 
between executive directors 
and was then invited to be 
the part-time executive as-
sistant and fi nancial Coor-
dinator.

Sowers is a native of Vin-
ton. She has one son, Todd, 
and three grandchildren, 
Christiaan, Austin, and 
Hannah.

Volunteering is an impor-
tant part of her life. She is 
the secretary/treasurer of the 
Vinton-Roanoke County 
“High Ground” Veteran’s 
Monument on the grounds 
of the Vinton War Memo-
rial.

Sowers serves on the 

board of directors for Gen-
eral Federation of Women’s 
Club International, South-
eastern Region, State of Vir-
ginia, Blue Ridge District, 
GFWC Woman’s Club of 
Vinton and GFWC Totera 
Woman’s Club. Th is past 
year she was nominated and 
selected as the General Fed-
eration of Women’s Clubs 
Southeastern Region Jennie 
June Award Winner.  She is 
one of 16 selected from the 
entire United States for this 
award. 

She is secretary/treasurer 
of the Arnold R. Burton 
Scholarship Fund, which 
awards scholarships to two 
William Byrd High School 
students each year. She is also 
very involved in her church– 
Vinton Baptist– and the 
Roanoke Valley Baptist As-
sociation and WMU.

Th e Vinton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce works not 
just to benefi t local business-
es, but to promote the entire 
Vinton community through 
a host of special events for 
residents of Vinton and be-
yond.

Chamber from page 3

2 Corinthians 5:17: “Th ere-
fore, if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all 
things have become new. “

I hope and pray you had a 
blessed Christmas celebrating 
and rejoicing in the birth of 
Jesus Christ. I guess we still 
have leftovers from Christmas 
in the fridge, right? And wrap-
ping paper on the fl oor? Or 
maybe we didn’t fi nish watch-
ing our Christmas movies?

Indeed, some of us didn’t 
have enough energy to take 
the Christmas tree down, and 
Christmas decorations and 
lights put away. Don’t worry. 
No hurry! On the church cal-
endar, we celebrate Christ-
mas for 12 days that begin on 
Christmas Eve! So technically 
we still have 10 more days. 

However, I hope you don’t 
lose your Christmas spirit, 
not just the feelings of the 
Christmas season, but our at-

titude of Christmas, “Christ 
+ mass,” the day that we wor-
ship Christ. But, not just on 
Christmas Day. I hope we do 
that every day of our lives, 
worshipping the birth of Jesus 
Christ in celebration. I pray 
we keep that Christmas spirit 
as our ongoing lifestyle. 

When we experience all of 
those things I’ve mentioned, 
or when Christmas comes and 
goes, we know that the end of 
year is here. 

What’s your fi rst response 
when we get to the end of 
year? Some of us might re-
spond as “Forget about 2 Cor-
inthians 5:17 this year, I’m so 
ready to move on into a new 
year” or some others might 
say, “this year has been good, 
and but I’m excited for what’s 
coming in the following year.” 

Today is the last Sunday of 
the year of 2021. Th e second 
year in the pandemic, restric-
tions, changes, uncertainty, 

and so on. I want us to refl ect 
on this past year before the 
new year comes. 

Yes, it seems the year 2021 
was full of negative and de-
pressing things. But look at 
the bright side. We have been 
able to do more things this 
year compared to 2020. We’ve 
been able to get out of the 
house more often, were able to 
go to school in-person, able to 
do Christmas church events, 
able to have family gatherings, 
and able to worship in-person. 

But today’s passage says, 
“the old has passed away, and 
everything has become new.” 
Without yesterday, today 
does not come, and tomorrow 
won’t exist. Without 2021, 
2022 doesn’t exit. 

Th erefore, I encourage and 
challenge us to refl ect on this 
year, and on what I’ve been 
doing in Christ or IF I have 
been in Christ this year, be-
cause today’s passage says the 

old has gone and passed away 
and we are new and new cre-
ations IF we are in Christ. 

Th e “Being in Christ” that 
the Apostle Paul mentions in 
today’s passage refers to the 
mysterious union in faith be-
tween Christ and Christians. 
In other words, to be “in 
Christ” means to be a new cre-
ation in a state of being freed 
from the power of sin and 
gaining new life through the 
work of Christ’s redemptive 
death through perfect union 
with Christ. 

If one in Christ confesses 
Christ as Lord through the 
in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit 
(1 Corinthians 12:3) and lives 
a life of obedience in God’s 
Word, that’s the life of being 
in Christ. 

Th e phrase of today’s pas-
sage ‘the old has gone’ clear-
ly reveals that it has already 
passed and has become a new 
thing of the past that will not 
be repeated again.

A new creation in Christ 
cannot exist without our old 
identity-- sinners. Whether 

we wanted it or not, we were 
sinners, that’s something we 
can’t deny or make disappear. 
Th at’s why God’s redemptive 
work happened through Je-
sus Christ being sent to earth. 
Th erefore, we need to not stay 
in the past, but look back at 
the past, repent, learn and 
grow through it, and make a 
decision to commit by faith 
not to go back to the way we 
were. 

Th is is because of Jesus who 
forgave us and saved us from 
all our sins and, is next to us 
now and is dwelling in us. 
Th erefore, if we live with and 
in the words of God in our 
hearts and faith, we cannot 
live without giving thanks. 

Yes, the result, the conse-
quence, or the ending seems 
all important. But as we all 
know, the end is all a process. 
Death is not the end, but a 
process of going to heaven 
and having an eternal life. 

Saying good-bye is not the 
end, but a process of meeting 

‘The End for a New Beginning’ 

From the Pulpit

See From the Pulpit, page 12
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ADVERTISE!

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 
so your home and family 

stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for addi-
tional terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage sys-
tem. SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full 
installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

STATEWIDE 
ADS

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

e only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Reg-

262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

To place 
your ad, 

call 389-9355

STATEWIDE 
ADS

The best place to find it, sell it, 
buy it, and announce it.

To place your ad, call 389-9355

Lost & Found

For Sale - Firewood

For Sale - Misc

Help Wanted - 
General

Legals - City of 
Salem

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you 
 ll your open positions! 
Promote job listings region-
ally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising 
Solutions reaching poten-
tial candidates. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB 

Member.  HYPERLINK “ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other  nal ex-
penses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-
509-1697 or visit  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.Life55plus.
info/vapress” www.Life55p-
lus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

STATEWIDE 
ADS

STATEWIDE 
ADS

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!
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To place a
 classi  ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

BAG 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

ADVERTISE!

BUSINESS SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600
House-hunting 

couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER NEW TAILLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

Check us out at golocalcards.com

“Go Local Cards” can be purchased 
online or at our card retailers.

This holiday season, buy a 
$20 Go Local Card 

and receive 
“HUNDREDS 

OF DISCOUNTS” 
throughout the NRV and beyond.
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

The William Byrd boys were second and the girls were 
sixth in the annual All Timesland Invitational swim meet at 
the Gator Center in Roanoke last Saturday. Patrick Henry won 
both the boys’ and girls’ championships among eight schools 
entered.

The Byrd boys finished just 37 points behind PH, 389 to 
352. The top 16 from each individual event and the top eight 
relays swam in the finals at night.

Byrd had some outstanding performances in the meet. The 
200 Medley Relay team of Aiden Brinkley, Austin Nielsen, 
Colin Murtaugh and Dawson Brinkley not only finished first 
but set a new school record and tied the All Timesland Meet 
Record. Their time of 1:38.93 broke the school record of 
1:39.06 from 2015. 

“These boys were awesome,” said coach Krista Martin. 
“They each took their leg of the relay out fast and didn’t let 
up.”

The same group also won the 200 freestyle relay. The boy’s 
200 Free Relay of Evan Copening, Michael Hoyos, Matthew 
Hoyos and Griffin Horacek was sixth.

Individually, Murtaugh won the 200 IM with a time of 
1:56.26 and the 100 Fly in 51.23. Nielsen won the 100 Breast 
in 1:02.57.

Dawson Brinkley took a second in the 100 Breast and a 
third in the 50 Free while brother Aiden Brinkley was sec-
ond in the 100 Back. Michael Hoyos was fourth in 500 Free, 
Copening was fourth in the 200 IM and Horacek took a sixth 
in the 100 Free.

For the girls, Emma Copening was sixth in the 100 Free 
and eighth in the 100 Breast. The girls 400 Free relay team 
of Macie Hall, Amber Vaughn, Catie Harless and Madeline 
Miller took sixth and two relay teams were eighth, the 200 
Free team of Isabella Posadas, Elsie Kincer, Miller and 
Copening and the 200 Medley team of Vaughn, Kincer, 
Copening and Posadas.

“There was so much fast swimming,” said Martin.
Byrd also hosted a tri-meet last week with Cave Spring 

and Roanoke Catholic. The Byrd boys defeated both, dowing 
Catholic 72-20 and Cave Spring 55-37. The girls were edged 
by Catholic, 47-43, and fell to Cave Spring, 59-28.

“It was a great meet and there were some really close 
races,” said Martin. “I was proud of the swimmers for all of 
their efforts after taking some time off for the holidays.  We 
had a few swimmers out for this meet and the kids really 
stepped up and swam some different events to do what was 
best for the team.”

Individual first place finishes included Dawson Brinkley in 
the 200 IM and the 100 Breaststroke, Murtaugh in the 100 Fly 
and 100 Back, Nathan Miller in the 100 Free and the boys’ 200 
Free and 400 Free relay teams.

The Terriers were scheduled to swim Salem at the Gator 
Center Wednesday for “Senior Night,” honoring Byrd’s 12 
seniors.

The William Byrd 200 Medley Relay team set a new school record and tied the All Timesland Meet 
record at the Gator Center Saturday. Left to right are Dawson Brinkley, Aiden Brinkley, Colin Murtaugh 
and Austin Nielsen.

Byrd boys take second at big swim meet
200 Medley Relay team breaks school record, ties meet record

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The William Byrd boys’ basketball team is 
in the midst of a tough week of their schedule 
as the Terriers will play at William Fleming 
on Friday after hosting Northside Tuesday. 
The Vikings and Colonels are two of the best 
teams not only in the Blue Ridge District, but 
in the Roanoke Valley and beyond.

Byrd dropped a 71-50 game to Northside at 
home on Tuesday. The Terriers were without 
their leading scorer, Camden Richardson, who 
was suspended for three games following an 
altercation in the Terriers’ game with Hidden 
Valley on Saturday. Richardson will also miss 
the Fleming game and next Tuesday’s game 
with Liberty.

Without Richardson the Terriers found 
themselves in a tough spot against a strong 
Northside team. The Vikings’ trademark 
is their trapping, full-court defense and 
Richardson is one of their best ballhandlers.

“You know they’re going to pressure you, 
and they do it very well,” said Byrd coach 
Brad Greenway. “Then when they come out 
and shoot it well, like they did Tuesday, 
they’re very hard to beat.”

The Terriers hung tough, trailing by just 
seven at the half. They were still in striking 
distance, down 11, after three quarters but the 

Vikings turned up the heat down the stretch 
and won going away. Jaiden Childress led 
Byrd with 10 points off the bench while Ross 
Divers, Jayson Marvin and Trevor Ruble had 
eight points each.

The game was the third in five days for 
the Terriers, who played back-to-back games 
Friday and Saturday. On Friday the Terriers 
were in Rocky Mount to play Franklin County 
and dropped a close one, 62-60. Eli Foutz of 
the Eagles broke a tie with a bucket with seven 
seconds on the clock to send the Byrdmen 
home disappointed.

Ruble had 18 in this one to lead the 
Terriers. Childress, Richardson, Marvin and 
Ethan Hairston had seven points each.

Byrd was back home to host Hidden Valley 
less than 24 hours later and the Terriers 
bounced back for a 75-50 win. Byrd had a 
33-22 lead by the half and coasted to the win 
over the 1-11 Titans. Childress had 21 points 
to lead the team and 10 different Terriers 
scored.

Now 5-9, Byrd is at Fleming Friday before 
a back-to-back next week on Tuesday at home 
with Liberty and Wednesday at Staunton 
River for a game that was postponed last 
week.

Above left, Byrd’s Jayson Marvin(left) and Garrett Hendrick(#24) double team a Northside player in Tuesday’s game. Right, Jaiden Childress of Byrd is fouled and, below 
left, Ross Divers(#44) contests a Viking shot. PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEY

Vikings run past Byrd in BRD game Tuesday, 
Terriers head to William Fleming on Friday 
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Salem Stadium will be the site of the annual 
“Dream Bowl” football game on Martin Luther King 
Day Monday, January 17.

Kickoff is at noon and the Salem Stadium gates 
will open at 11 am. Tickets are sold at the game on 
onday and cost is $10 for adults and $5 for kids 10 
and under.

The Dream Bowl is a College Football All-Star 
Showcase of the best FCS, D-II and D-III players 
from across the country. The game and the series of 
events held over Martin Luther King Weekend are a 
celebration of the excellence, commitment, and sacri-
fice made by the players and their families.

The Cregger Center at Roanoke College has been 
silent since the New Year began with both the men 
and women’s basketball teams having games post-
poned. That should change this week with the men’s 
team scheduled to host Washington & Lee in a big 
Old Dominion Athletic Conference game Saturday 
afternoon at 2 pm.

Roanoke comes into the week at 9-2 overall and 
1-1 in the ODAC. W&L is 2-2 in ODAC games and 
4-6 overall. The Maroons were scheduled to play at 
Guilford on Wednesday while the Generals were at 
Shenandoah.

The RC men had a home game with Ferrum 
postponed last week along with a trip to Virginia 
Wesleyan. The Ferrum game will be made up in 
Salem next Monday, January 17, and the Virginia 
Wesleyan game will be played at Virginia Beach on 
January 31.

The Roanoke women were hit by a rash of 
COVID and had three straight games postponed, 
at Bridgewater last week, at Randolph Saturday 
and home with W&L on Wednesday of this week. 
Rescheduled games now include at Bridgewater 
on January 24, at Randolph on January 31, home 
to W&L on February 7 and at Randolph-Macon on 
February 14. As of now the Maroons next scheduled 
game, with Guilford on January 19, is still on. 

Dream Bowl football at Salem Stadium 
is on Martin Luther King Day Monday

Maroons reschedule basketball 
games after COVID postponements

The Big Orange wrestlers from William Byrd placed 11th among 24 teams in last Saturday’s Liberty 
Christian Academy Invitational despite taking only eight wrestlers to the tournament in Lynchburg.

“Due to some health protocols we were only able to send eight guys down to LCA,” said Byrd coach 
Thomas Kessler.

Byrd had four wrestlers place in the top seven, including a first place in the 160 pound class by Xavier 
Preston. He opened with a 44 second pin over Lukas Sanker of the Covenant School, followed by a 16-1 
Tech Fall over Guy Zegarelli of Grassfield. In the semifinal Xavier won by a 5-3 decision over Matt Wirth of 
Jefferson Forest, and in the final he won 3-1 over Jacob Baier of Christiansburg. The four wins gave Xavier 
an 18-0 record for the season. 

“Xavier has wrestled tough all year long,” said Kessler. “The work he has put in during the off season is 
obvious.”

Hunter Richards took second at 285, losing to Aiden Lacoma of Christiansburg in the championship match. 
Hunter had two pins to open his bracket and in the semifinals he beat Gavin Womack of LCA, 3-1, to avenge 
a loss in the Big Orange Classic finals. Hunter is now 14-2.

Aiden Lucas took fifth at 195 to improve to 12-6 and Stephen Underwood was seventh at 152.
Grassfield High of Chesapeake won the tournament, followed by Washington High of West Virginia. They 

were followed by Christiansburg, Staunton River, Jefferson Forest, host LCA, Salem, Lord Botetourt, James 
River, Appomattox and then Byrd.

The Terriers are off this weekend, but they’ll be back on the mats next Wednesday, January 19, for a quad 
at Patrick Henry.

Preston wins 160 class at LCA tourney
William Byrd’s Xavier Preston, on top here in a recent match, is undefeated after 18 matches.

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Emilie McCaskill scored 20 points, including three 
three-pointers, as the William Byrd girls won a big 
Blue Ridge District game against Northside Tuesday. 
The Terriers won at Northside, 55-46.

“It was a great team win,” said Byrd coach Randy 
Bush. “The coaching staff and I were very pleased 
with the way they answered Northside’s runs and 
how they stepped up when Sophia (Chrisley) fouled 
out. We are developing and coming together in our 
weak spots from earlier in the season. Very proud of 
them.”

Chrisley finished with 13 points before leaving 
with five fouls. Samantha Martin had a season high 
nine points, Sarah Fuchs had eight and Alexis Helton 
chipped in five for the Byrd girls.

The Terriers are now 5-6 overall. Last Wednesday 
they lost to undefeated Staunton River in Moneta, 
50-26. The Eagles jumped to a 16-8 lead after one 
quarter but Byrd held River to just five points in the 
second period and hung tough before the host team 
finished strong, outscoring the Terriers 20-8 in the 
last quarter.

McCaskill led Byrd with a dozen points. Chrisley 
had six points and Helton had four.

Byrd will now be home for their next four games. 
The Terriers will host William Fleming Friday, Carroll 
County Monday, Franklin County next Wednesday 
and Lord Botetourt on Friday, January 21. 

Above, Left to right, William Byrd’s Greta Walls lines up a shot, Riley Firebaugh pushes the ball down the court, and Alexis Helton is fouled going to the hoop in last 
week’s game with Staunton River. Below right, Samantha Martin(#20) D’s up an Eagle ballhandler. PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEY

Girls beat Northside,
host Fleming Friday
Next four games are all at home
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Protect the
ones you love,
get your flu 
shot today.

@vaccinatevirginia

1135 VINYARD ROAD | VINTON, VA 24179  |  ROSIESGAMING.COM

Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 15 AT 8PM

DON’T MISS A FREE LIVE 
PERFORMANCE FROM COUNTRY 
MUSIC GROUP

PLUS! EXPANDED HIGH LIMIT GAMING AREA
280-SPOT PARKING GARAGE | LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  

HAS EXPANDED TO INTRODUCE

350 NEW GAMES
Vinton

From the Pulpit from page 7

new people. Graduation is not 
the end, but the process of a new 
journey. Th e end of the year is not 
the end, but the beginning of a 
new year. Th ere is no end because 
everything is part of a process of 
our lives and journeys. 

But we live thinking it is the 
end. We thought COVID would 
end in 2 weeks; we thought vac-
cines would end COVID, but 
then the Delta variant showed 
up. We thought the booster shot 
would be the last vaccine, but the 
Omicron variant showed up--and 
we might need more vaccines. 

We thought that there would 
be the end, but at the same time, 
everything is in process going and 
getting through it. 

Lazarus died, but Jesus said he 
fell asleep. It was not the end. He 
was asleep, so Jesus just needed to 
wake him up. Jesus saw death as 
a process. 

God deleted all endings. He has 
done it all. Th e present sorrow is 

not the end, but the process of 
God’s guidance. Th e current trial 
is not the end, but the process of 
God’s plan. Th e end of year 2021 
is not the end, but the process of 
going into the year 2022. 

So then, how can we change 
the mindset of the end into a pro-
cess? When Jesus heard the news 
of Lazarus, he said: “Th is illness 
does not lead to death; rather it is 
for God’s glory, so that the Son of 
God may be glorifi ed through it.” 
(John 11:4). 

When we do all things for the 
glory of God, we can change ev-
ery ending into a process of God’s 
plan. We go through diffi  culties 
and failures because of our stud-
ies, work, and employment. We 
get hurt and frustrated because of 
parenting, relationships, exams, 
and church work. But if we do it 
to share God’s love, fulfi ll God’s 
will, and do it for God’s glory, it 
becomes a process, not the end. 

Th e Red Sea was not the end, 

it was the process of going to Ca-
naan. Failure in fi shing was not 
the end, but a process of being 
disciples. Jesus’ death was not the 
end, but a process of resurrection 
and salvation. 

Our weakness is also the process 
of accomplishing God’s will. Our 
mistakes are the process of be-
ing used by the Holy Spirit. Our 
wounds are a process of growing 
in Christ. Whatever the circum-
stances, whatever the outcome we 
had this year, let us live and do for 
the glory of God. 

God will make your wounds, 
failures, your patience, and hard 
work in Christ for God’s glory 
in the new year that’s coming. 
Because the old has gone and all 
things are new in Christ. Th is is 
not the end, but a process, and 
another new beginning in our 
faith journey in and with Christ. 

Delivered by Pastor Seong-Jae 
Jo, Th rasher Memorial UMC, on 
December 26

Mount Pleasant Lions on Covid hiatus, 
but community projects continue

After consultation with 
the officers of the club, Anne 
Ferguson, the president of the 
Mount Pleasant Lions Club, 
notified the members that 
the scheduled January meet-
ing was canceled.  All of the 
officers were unanimous that, 
due to the Omicron variant 
of the coronavirus being so 
prevalent and contagious, in-
person club meetings should 

be avoided.  
It was further posited that 

a decision on the February 
and March meetings would 
be made closer to the normal 
meeting dates and would de-
pend on the status of the pan-
demic at those times.

While the actual club 
meetings are suspended, oth-
er club functions are ongoing.  

Support for Mount Pleas-
ant Elementary, Garden City 
Elementary, and the Riv-
ermont Schools continues.  

That means being on tap for 
supplying shelf milk for the 
Mount Pleasant “Back Pack” 
program, packing food for 
the Garden City “Pack-a-
Snack” effort, and standing 
ready to assist Rivermont as 
needed.

Lions Pat Musselwhite 
and Warren Burger are meet-
ing with and coordinating 
with members of the Vinton 
Breakfast Lions Club to plan 
simultaneous James Bland 
Music Contests in March. All 

middle and high school stu-
dents are eligible to compete 
in the club contests, which 
will be judged by music 
teachers and directors.  

The winners will receive 
club awards and be further 
eligible for the Lions Dis-
trict 24-C showdown where 
winners from Lions Clubs all 
across Southwest Virginia vie 
for the top spots. There will 
be two categories, vocal and 
instrument, so singing (or 
perhaps rapping) in the first 

and playing in the second, 
with winners in each. The 
instruments can be anything 
from piano to piccolo, har-
monica to harp. The district 
winners go on to the state 
competition with singers and 
musicians from all over Vir-
ginia.  

The awards there are sub-
stantial college scholarships.  
So, if you know of a musical-
ly talented student, have him, 
or her, contact a local Lion to 
see if slots are still available.

Mike Ferguson
Contributing writer

Submit your community news and photos to 
vintonmessenger@ourvalley.org.




