
“Born to Entertain.”
Other participants in this 

year’s competition were:
• Aubri Kessler, singing “How 

Far I’ll Go”
• Sofi a Gonzalez, singing 

“Refl ection”
• Bruce Kelly, playing “Rus-

sian Sailor Dance”
• Lucy Sealey, playing “My 

Favorite Th ings”

• Sydney Th omas, playing 
“Solfeggio in D Major”

• Paul Sealey, singing “Oh, 
What a Beautiful Morning”

• Carl Saunders, singing “My 
Way”

Bruce Kelley takes piano les-
sons with Carla Fosbre. Th e 
other musicians are students of 
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Maggie Parkhurst (3rd 
Place) (WBHS/RVGS)

•  “PI3K Isoform-Selec-
tive Inhibitors for Novel 
Glioblastoma and Related 
Cancer Treatments via 3D 
In-Silico Modeling” by 
Rebecca Qiu (1st Place), 
(WBHS/RVGS)

Chemistry Category
• “Determination of 

Optimal Voltage in the 
Production of Hydrogen 
Gas Th rough the Electrol-
ysis of Water” by Elliott 
Gaines, Dexter Gaines, 
Wyatte Bailey (1st Place)

Earth and Environ-
mental Science Category

• “How Does Sound 
Aff ect Water Crystalliza-
tion?” By Lily Kroese (4th 
Place)

• “Which Filtration 
Material Leads to Best 
Drinking Water?” By Sa-
mantha Start 

Engineering Mechan-
ics/Physics Category

• “MVES Facilities 
Assistance Technology” 
by Emiliano Gonzalez 
(WBHS/BCAT), Sum-
mer Smith, Lucy Pendle-
ton (1st Place) 

PHOTO FROM RCPS
William Byrd High School was named Science Fair High School of the Year at the 
RCPS Science Fair on Feb. 19.

WBMS students put Civics lessons into action

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS 
Teacher Megan Herndon inspired two of her eighth grade Advanced Civics students, 
Eliabeth Martinez and Keith Schult, to work for change in state SOL testing via 
petition.

Elizabeth Martinez and 
Keith Schult seriously dis-
like Standards of Learning 
testing– always have, prob-
ably always will– seemingly 
just like the majority of stu-
dents in Virginia. 

Th e diff erence between 
them and most students 
is that they decided, with 
the help of teacher Megan 
Herndon and state Delegate 
Chris Head, to do some-
thing tangible about the 
SOLs– if not to get rid of 
them altogether, to at least 
make them more palatable 
to and benefi cial for stu-
dents. Th rough the ultimate 
Civics lesson, they have 
transformed their Civics 
knowledge into action and 
become participants in gov-

ernment.
Martinez and Schult are 

eighth graders at William 
Byrd Middle School. Hern-
don is their Advanced Civics 
teacher. Delegate Head rep-
resents citizens who live in 
District 17 which includes 
parts of Roanoke County, 
Botetourt County and Roa-
noke City. All of the Town 
of Vinton lies within his 
district.

Th e idea for changing 
the SOLs began in Hern-
don’s class with the political 
process unit she teaches for 
Civics SOL CE.5. Herndon 
says this SOL covers the po-
litical spectrum on the lo-
cal, state, and national level 
from functions of political 
parties and their similarities 
to campaigns for elective of-
fi ce, the role of the media, 
costs of campaigns and con-

tributions, voter registra-
tion, the role of the Electoral 
College, and the importance 
of voting.

As she emphasized in 
class the signifi cance of vot-
ing and how laws aff ect in-
dividual lives, her students 
commented that they feel 
helpless “as kids” since they 
can’t vote. Ah, but you can 
petition, Herndon informed 
them. Th at got the ball roll-
ing on their eff orts to elimi-
nate or at least modify the 
SOLs. 

Martinez and Schult 
decided to get in touch 
with Delegate Head, who 
responded almost immedi-
ately. Th ey chose Head since 
SOLs are state tests and he 
is “closer to the action,” and 
“able to possibly do some-

Vinton Breakfast Lions host annual 
Bland Music Scholarship competition

Th e Vinton Breakfast Li-
ons Club hosted its sixth an-
nual Bland Foundation Music 
Scholarship Competition at 
Th rasher Memorial United 
Methodist Church on March 
6. Th irteen contestants par-
ticipated with vocal or instru-
mental performances, ranging 
in age from 9 to seniors in high 
school.

Pianist Latriva Pierce won 
fi rst place in the instrumen-
tal category performing “One 
Summer’s Day.”

Simon Sealey placed fi rst 
in the vocal category, singing 
“You’ll Be Back” from the mu-
sical “Hamilton.”

Second place in the instru-
mental division went to Lexi 
Williamson who performed 
“Maple Leaf Rag.” Th ird place 
in instrumentals was awarded 
to Lily Sealey who played “Ara-
besque—Op. 100, No. 2” on 
the piano.

Second place in vocal per-
formance went to Brent Saun-
ders singing, “If Only.” Ryleigh 
Woolwine was awarded third 
place in vocals, performing 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Scholarship, page 6

See Science Fair, page 10

See WBMS, page  5

WBHS named RCPS Science Fair High School of the Year

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Mount Pleasant Lions Club James Bland Music Scholarship 
Competition was held on March 6. Shown left to right are pianist 
Alexander Whitt (2nd place), music teacher Kim Mucha, 1st place 
winner Jennah Rasoul, Elizabeth Martinez, Alyssa Walker, and 
music teacher Carol McCulloch.

Th e Mount Pleasant Lions 
Club hosted the James Bland Mu-
sic Scholarship Competition on 
March 6 at the club building on 
Mayfi eld Drive– the “Lions Den.” 
Lion Anne Ferguson commented 
that this was their fi rst competition 
in about 15 years, but they plan 
to return to sponsoring an annual 
event.

Four students participated in the 
competition:

Jennah Rasoul, age 11, a sixth 
grader at Community School, per-
formed “Für Elise” by Ludwig van 
Beethoven

Alyssa Walker, age 12, a sixth 
grader at Read Mountain Middle 
School, performed “Sonne” by 
Rammstein

Elizabeth Martinez, age 13, an 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Vinton Breakfast Lions Club held its annual Bland Foundation 
Music Scholarship Competition on March 6. Winners (shown 
left to right) are Lily Sealey (3rd place instrumental), Ryleigh 
Woolwine (3rd place vocals), Lexi Williamson (in back, 2nd place 
instrumental), Brent Saunders (2nd place vocals), Latriva Pierce 
(1st place instrumental), and Simon Sealey (1st place vocals.)

William Byrd High 
School has been named as 
the Roanoke County Pub-
lic Schools Science Fair 
High School of the Year for 
2022. Th e Science Fair was 
held at Northside High 
School on February 19, 
organized and coordinated 
by Science Supervisor Erin 
Barnett, with assistance 
from teachers, judges, and 
many volunteers.

Th e High School of the 
Year award is calculated 
by giving 1st place fi nish-
ers three points for their 
school; each 2nd place fi n-
ish, two points; and each 
3rd place fi nish, one point. 
Th e school with the high-
est total points gets to keep 
the travel trophy for the 
next year with the school’s 

name engraved on the tro-
phy for 2022.

WBHS students partici-
pating in the 2022 RCPS 
Science Fair High School 
Division included:

Biomedical and Health 
Science Category

 -“Face Masks • A Novel 
Approach to Effi  cacy” by 
Jacob Dickerson and Zach 
Palmer

 -“Th e Most Suitable 
Common Suture Tech-
nique for High Tension 
Wounds” by Tracy Nguy-
en (2nd Place)

Cellular and Molecular 
Biology/Computational 
Biology Category

• “Analysis of Diff er-
ential Gene Expression in 
Blood Samples to Predict 
Alzheimer’s Disease” by 

See Bland Music, page 5

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Mount Pleasant Lions sponsor 
Bland Music Competition



Page 2 • Thursday, March 10, 2022 • The Vinton Messenger www.ourvalley.org

“2 End The Stigma would like to thank Rosie’s Gaming Emporium 
for this wonderful donation! This donation will help us to continue 

providing education, support, and connection to resources to those 
who struggle with Substance Use Disorder (SUD).”

Jill Cichowicz, Founder 
2 End The Stigma

Every week in 2022 we will donate $1,000 to a local nonprofit 

that is providing valuable services in the areas we are located. 

Helping those communities around us is at the core of our 

operational philosophy. We truly believe that high tides raise all 

ships and we are determined to continue to add value to the 

communities in which we operate.

Through the charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back,  

Colonial Downs Group has made monetary and in-kind 

donations of more than $1,700,000, and has logged over 2,500 

service hours in Virginia communities.

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS
WE WIN

Together

Submit your 

community 

news and 

photos to 

vintonmessenger

@ourvalley.org.

Helping to Make 
Your House a Home
At HomeTrust Bank, we take great pride in our communities 
and the people who help make them so great. That’s why 
we work so hard to help homeowners prepare for what’s 
next. Our mortgage bankers and financial specialists are 
always ready to help provide the products and services  
you need and exceptional service you deserve. Let us  
help you be ready for what’s next.

Personal | Mortgage 
Commercial | Business

htb.com

220218-932192044

Amanda Payne
The Town of Vinton 

and The Vinton Mes-
senger have united to 
“Spotlight the Town of 
Vinton Staff ” during 
their respective birth-
day months. The town 
is proud to have these 
employees on staff and 
wants the community 
to see who is behind the 
scenes making the town 
look great and operate 
efficiently.

Amanda Payne has 
one of the fun jobs in 
Vinton— life could be 
considered an almost 
constant party for her, 
except for the hard work 

she puts in. She began 
working for the Vinton 
Special Programs de-
partment on November 
11, 2018,  and serves as 
Community Programs 
Building Supervisor. 
She spends much of 
her time working at the 
Vinton War Memorial 
and Charles Hill Com-
munity Center assisting 
with both public and 
private events. She is re-
sponsible for all rentals 
at both facilities from 
set-up to take-down, 
along with the responsi-
bility of building main-
tenance. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF VINTON

SPOTLIGHT ON TOWN OF VINTON STAFF
Her hobbies include 

hiking, paranormal in-
vestigations, gardening, 
batch cooking, theatre, 
and various crafts. Her 
husband is Jeffrey Har-
ris.

Her secret– she is ob-
sessed with bubbles. She 
keeps them in her car, at 
her desk, in her purse, 
and on every floor of her 
home. She says that no 
matter what she is going 
through in life, when 
she blows bubbles, “all 
my problems pop away. 
Yes, I get strange looks 
when a car pulls next to 
me as bubbles are flying 
out my window!”

Mayor Brad Grose 
says, “The Special Pro-
grams department is a 

very important part of 
the staff/team in the 
Town of Vinton. The 
members of the depart-
ment are often the main 
contact that people have 
with our town. The Spe-
cial Programs staff does 
a wonderful job in rep-
resenting our town in 
a very positive manner. 
The department is al-
ways busy, but they take 
time to provide personal 
service for our special 
programs as well as pri-
vate personal events. 
We are very fortunate 
to have highly qualified, 
dedicated individuals 
in the Special Programs 
department that take 
pride in representing the 
Town of Vinton.” Amanda Payne

RECIPES OF THE WEEK

Easy recipes from Vinton Vice Mayor Sabrina McCarty
Vinton Vice Mayor Sabrina 
McCarty shares more 
simple, delicious recipes.

Pierce named to Dean’s List at Elon
Eva May Pierce has been named to the 

President’s List for the 2021 fall semester 
at Elon University. The President’s List is 

composed of students with no grade below 
an A-minus in a minimum of 12 semester 
hours. 

Pierce is the daughter of Robert Pierce 
of Warroad, Minn., and Gina K. Pierce of 
Vinton.
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The Carvins Cove Water Treatment Plant first began operations in 1947. PHOTOS FROM WVWA The Carvins Cove Water Treatment Plant today

Some Vintonites will soon be drinking Carvins Cove water
By Debbie Adams based on in-

formation from the Western Virginia 
Water Authority website and Sarah 
Baumgardner, Director of Public Re-
lations for the Authority
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Mollie Woods 
graduates from George 
Washington University
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-
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Filling in for Bootie
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. European Common 
Market
  4. Poetic go quickly
  7. Parts per thousand 
(abbr.)
 10. Pigeon pea
 12. Sao __, city in Brazil
 14. Longest division of 
geological time
 15. __ Alto, California city
 16. Small terrestrial viper
 17. Coming after all others
 18. Penetrate with a sharp 
fork
 20. Still-hunt
 22. Chinese frying pan
 23. Cave-dwelling sala-
mander
 24. Any thick messy 
substance
 26. About the moon
 29. AKA Tao
 30. Jet cabin requirement

 35. Prince Hirobumi, 1841-
1909
 36. An easy return in a high 
arc
 37. Italian commune
 38. L. Comfort’s illuminator
 44. Foot digit
 45. Minute tunicate genus
 46. Green regions of desert
 48. Direct a weapon
 49. ___ de Janeiro
 50. Equestrian animals
 53. Acress Tomei
 56. Head of the RCC
 57. Twines
 59. Scientific workplace
 61. Minerals
 62. Hypothetical original 
substances
 63. Hit with the open hand
 64. Political action committee
 65. Winged goddess of the 
dawn

 66. W. states time zone
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Electronic data processing
  2. Man or boy (Br.)
  3. W. African nation
  4. Fault’s incline from vertical
  5. Method of birth control
  6. City founded by Xeno-
phanes
  7. Legumes
  8. Beckham’s spice girl
  9. Explosive
 11. 1936 Nobel winner Otto
 12. Greenbay teammate
 13. Brass that looks like gold
 14. School graduates
 19. Lively,  merry play
 21. Make indistinct
 24. Egyptian mythological 
figure associated with floods
 25. Washing sponge
 27. Old name for nitrogen

 28. Impounds for lack of payment
 29. Radiotelegraphic signal
 31. MN 55731
 32. Sun in spanish
 33. Helps little firms
 34. Cease living
 39. Flames up
 40. Egyptian sacred bull
 41. To wit
 42. Mire
 43. Bring two objects together
 47. Filths
 50. Israeli dance
 51. Oil cartel
 52. A particular instance of selling
 53. Microelectromechanical 
system
 54. Var. of 45 across
 55. Goat & camel hair fabrics
 56. Soda
 58. A firm’s operational head
 60. Seaport (abbr.)

C
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APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers its own unique 
atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

WE NOW OFFER NEW TAILLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

Radiance Wellbeing
Center for Being Well

540-904-8569
Yoga for Everyone - Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM

Chair Yoga for Everyone - Thursdays @ 3:15PM

Roanoke County Board of Supervisors member Jason 
Peters was the guest speaker at the Mount Pleasant 
Lions Club on March 1. He is shown with Lion Anne 
Ferguson.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Members of the Mount Pleasant Lions Club read to kindergarten, first, and second graders at Mount Pleasant 
Elementary on March 2 as part of Read Across America/Dr. Seuss Day. Shown left to right are Mount Pleasant 
Elementary Administrative Assistant Suzy Anderson with Lions Pat Musselwhite, Janet West, Mike Ferguson, and 
Brenda Musselwhite.

more modern approach to 
healthcare; they focused on 
the natural by identifying 
symptoms, looking for pat-
terns, and prescribing the 
best medications to treat 
physical symptoms. Unlike 
the Romans, the Greeks de-
veloped more of a scientifi c 
methodology for diagnos-
ing and treating common 
illnesses and deadly diseases.

Despite the medical ad-
vances of both the Greeks 
and Romans during the fi rst 
centuries of modernity, nei-
ther group held a communal 
concern for the sick and dy-
ing. Like most religious be-
liefs at that time, one’s fate 
was determined by one’s de-
cisions. If someone was dis-
abled or deathly ill, the gods 
must be punishing them for 
something; therefore, no one 
needed to reach out and help 
them because their suff ering 
was their fault. In response, 
family members would take 
care of their own, but the 
sick, poor, and destitute of 
any community who did 
not have familial support or 
the fi nancial means to aff ord 
medical care were left to care 
for themselves.

To the surprise of the an-
cient world, early Christians 
took a diff erent approach. 
Using Genesis 1:27 and 

Matthew 25 as their refer-
ence, they took seriously 
the Bible’s claim that hu-
manity was made in God’s 
image. Th ey held fast to 
Jesus’ parable of Th e Judg-
ment of All Nations that de-
scribes the people asking the 
king, when did we see you 
hungry or thirsty, naked or 
poor, sick or imprisoned. To 
this the king will reply, “Just 
as much as you did it to one 
of the least of these who 
are members of my family, 
you did it to me (Matthew 
25:40).” 

For early Christians, 
reaching out in compassion 
to help the disabled, care 
for the sick, and bury the 
dead was not optional; this 
was not bonus-work. Be-
cause each person, rich or 
poor, sick or well, stranger 
or friend, bears the image of 
Christ, early Christians be-
lieved they were compelled 
to help. Th ey did not have 
a choice. Whatever they 
did (or did not do) for the 
needs of the people in front 
of them, they did (or did not 
do) for Christ.

According to Ferngren, 
this uniquely Christian view 
of humanity, against the 
backdrop of widespread epi-
demics in the 2nd century, 
completely revolutionized 

Christian discourse and re-
sponse to human suff ering. 
Th rough the persistent relief 
eff orts of these Christians 
and their unwillingness to 
forsake the sick and dying of 
their communities, the fi rst 
hospitals and orphanages 
in history were founded. In 
the midst of deadly diseases 
and devastating epidemics, 
the radical response of love 
and compassion from early 
Christians led to the estab-
lishment of two institutions 
that changed the course of 
history.

I recently read a quote 
that states, “A thermostat 
shapes the climate of any giv-
en space; a thermometer just 
refl ects it.” Christians living 
in the 2nd and 3rd centu-
ries faced constant persecu-
tion, endless epidemics, and 
a divided region fi lled with a 
variety of people. It was an 
era of intense violence and 
injustice, disease and death, 
division and discord. Th e 
climate of their culture was 
fi lled with fear, hostility, ego-
tism, and individualism. 

If early Christians would 
have chosen to be a ther-
mometer and simply refl ect 
the climate of their time, 
who knows what would 
have happened to the Jesus 
movement. Th ankfully, us-

ing Christ as their guide, 
they chose to shape their 
culture through their unre-
lenting love and compassion 
for those in need. As a result, 
hospitals and orphanages 
were formed and the world 
was forever changed.

We, too, live in an era of 
violence and injustice, dis-
ease and death, division and 
discord. Like early Chris-
tians, the cultural climate of 
our time seems to be one of 
fear and hostility, egotism 
and individualism. Th is is 
not unique to our society. 
Over the course of history, 
every generation has strug-
gled with these same issues, 
which means, they are prob-
ably not going away anytime 
soon. 

Th e question is, how will 
we respond to the current 
climate? As Christians, will 
we choose to be a thermom-
eter or a thermostat? Will we 
refl ect the climate of our cul-
ture or shape it? By choosing 
to be a thermostat, 2nd and 
3rd century Christians revo-
lutionized healthcare by 
creating two unprecedented 
institutions – hospitals and 
orphanages. What will we 
leave behind for future gen-
erations?       

By The Rev. Travis Russell, 
Vinton Baptist Church

In Gary Ferngren’s 
book, Medicine and Health 
Care in Early Christianity, he 
gives the history of how early 
Christians viewed medicine, 
miracles, healings, health-
care, and philanthropy in the 
2nd and 3rd centuries. 

According to Ferngren, 
at that time the Romans ap-
proached illness and medical 
treatment from more of a 
mystical and magical view-
point; their focus was the 
supernatural. Th e Greeks, 
on the other hand, took a 

From the Pulpit: Thermometer or Thermostat

Mount Pleasant Lions spring awakening
Th e Mount Pleasant Lions 

Club is starting to come out 
of the sad Covid winter dol-
drums.  On Tuesday, March 1, 
Jason Peters, the Vinton Dis-
trict member of the Roanoke 
County Board of Supervisors, 
spoke to the club about items 
of concern to the community.  

Th e new Bonsack fi re and 
rescue facility and the widening 
of Route 419 in front of Tan-
glewood Mall were his lead-off  
topics.  

Club members then asked 
about the status of broadband 
service to the Mount Pleasant 

area, which was supposed to be 
part of the deal that ran water 
and sewer out Rutrough Road 
to the Bally Hack Country 
Club. 

Peters acknowledged the lack 
of coverage there and in other 
more rural parts of the coun-
ty, such as Catawba and Bent 
Mountain, and explained that 
there had been funding prob-
lems that should now be taken 
in hand with the Federal ARPA 
recovery funds the county has 
received and will yet receive.  

He commiserated with the 
members about the less than 

stellar service and ever-increas-
ing costs that are part and par-
cel of Cox Communications. 
Th e county is required, by the 
FCC (Federal Communica-
tions Commission) to have one 
franchisee, a rule that seems to 
automatically inhibit competi-
tion and thus keep rates low 
and service responsive.  

One thing that citizens can 
do is to let Glo-Fiber, the new 
provider coming into the val-
ley, know of their interest so 
that entity will be more apt to 
invest the money to extend ser-
vice into the local area.

Other concerns raised were 
about the Mount Pleasant li-
brary branch not being open, 
the lack of public water and 
sewer in Southeast Roanoke 
County, and the ongoing prob-
lems with Route 116 across 
Windy Gap Mountain.  

Th e supervisor said the li-
brary branch, which is due to 
be replaced and combined with 
fi re and rescue in a new build-
ing, is due to open April 1, that 
the county and the Western 
Virginia Water Authority are 
actively looking at expanding 
water lines, as well as sewer 

where practical, and that Inter-
state 73 will eventually take the 
load off   Route 116, but it may 
not happen in the foreseeable 
future. 

Another happening club 
matter was the Read Across 
America/Dr. Seuss Day at 
Mount Pleasant Elementary 
School on March 2, where four 
Lions – Brenda and Pat Mus-
selwhite, Janet West, and Mike 
Ferguson, read to kindergarten, 
fi rst, and second grade classes.

By Michael Ferguson, Mount 
Pleasant Lions Club
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thing about the issue.”
Th ey set up a virtual 

meeting and discussed their 
petition. Head assigned 
them more research on the 
topic with an invitation to 
meet with him at the Capi-
tol in Richmond when it 
was complete, and the Gen-
eral Assembly was in session.

Martinez says the fi rst 
step was a little rocky– it 
took them two hours to 
come up with the title for 
their petition, “End SOLs 
for All Students in Virgin-
ia.” However, their research 
helped their ideas to co-
alesce. 

Her main issue with SOL 
testing is the mental stress it 
puts on both students and 
teachers. Schult’s concern 
is with the cookie cutter 
standardization of multiple-
choice SOL testing, which 
does not conform to the 
individual needs of students 
who might do better on 
performance-based assess-
ments. In the end, the two 
students came up with some 
suggestions for continuing 
SOL testing with modifi ca-
tions and alternatives if need 
be.

Th e petition begins, 
SOLs are “now putting 
more pressure than ever on 
students. Keith and I, as well 
as many students in Virgin-
ia, would be better off  with-
out these tests. First, these 
tests cause a high amount of 
stress on students. Some stu-
dents do not work well un-
der pressure, so the SOLs do 
not help. Students already 
have enough homework as 
it is, so the SOLs add on to 
that. SOLs also cause high 
levels of anxiety in students.”

Th e petition continues, 
“SOLs are the current sys-
tem keeping teachers ac-
countable, but there are 
other ways that they can 
assess students. Th ese days, 
students use technology in 
their day-to-day lives. Th is 
means, if educational video 
games are used, the tests can 
still be taken by students but 
would be more fun and less 

stressful. With educational 
video games, students’ skills 
can still be assessed, but in 
a way that the students will 
enjoy.” 

And, “Every single stu-
dent in Virginia, as well as 
all around the world, has 
a diff erent learning style. 
Some students learn things 
very fast, and others learn 
slow. Some students learn 
better in auditory ways, 
some learn by seeing, and 
others learn better by being 
hands-on and doing things. 
Th e SOLs are almost the 
exact opposite of these ways 
of learning. Since every stu-
dent has a diff erent learning 
style, one single test for all 
students would not show 
whether a student is smart, 
or if they may need help. A 
multiple-choice test, such as 
the SOLs, can’t accurately 
assess problem-solving skills, 
application skills, or critical 
thinking.”

Th eir research indicated 
that “49% of parents/guard-
ians have agreed that stu-
dents experience too much 
of the SOLs and that they 
should at least be down-
sized.”

Other concerns derived 
from their research include:

• Teachers are always try-
ing to prepare their students 
for the SOLs at the end of 
the year when they really 
should be preparing these 
students for college and the 
real world.  

• Health consequences 
associated with standard-
ized testing include stomach 
aches and vomiting, head-
aches, sleep problems, de-
pression, attendance prob-
lems, and acting out.

• Students can have aver-
age or even amazing grades 
for the entire school year, 
and then they are made to 
feel bad over one test. While 
teachers are preparing kids 
for SOLs, they teach in a 
way that is standard and 
makes learning boring. Sev-
enty percent of teachers sur-
veyed feel that the focus on 
high-stakes testing takes too 

much time away from learn-
ing. Th is causes lower test 
scores because kids start to 
lose interest. 

• Fifty-four percent of 
Virginia tax money goes 
into schools, and this in-
cludes the funding for the 
SOLS. If the schools of Vir-
ginia take SOLs away, they 
could use the extra money 
to improve their schools. 

Once the petition was 
complete, Martinez and 
Schult made their trip to 
the General Assembly when 
schools were closed on Feb-
ruary 7. Delegate Head 
introduced them from the 
fl oor of the House of Del-
egates as they sat in the gal-
lery above. Th ey spent the 
day touring the Capitol, 
learning its history, watch-
ing committees work, and 
watching the delegates on 
the fl oor in debate as bills 
were advanced from com-
mittees to be considered for 
passage to the Senate.

Herndon says the stu-
dents were able to observe 
lawmakers making choices 
that aff ect us every day.

Head described their 
stance on the SOLs, the pe-
tition they had been work-
ing on, and then said, “I can 
tell you I think we’re going 
to have a piece of legislation 
crafted next year that these 
two had their hand in and 
that we will hope to bring 
forward. I would not be a 
bit surprised if you didn’t see 
either one or both of them 
someday serving in this 
Chamber, because it really 
is pretty astounding. Th ey 
are really, really, sharp kids. 
Th eir passion for govern-
ment and the legislative pro-
cess will serve the Roanoke 
region, and the entire Com-
monwealth, well. Th ese two 
have a bright future!”

Roanoke County Public 
Schools Director of Assess-
ment & Research Ben Wil-
liams says some options do 
currently exist for SOL as-
sessments in some subjects.

“When the General As-
sembly removed the SOLs 

several years ago in U.S. 
History to 1865 (6th grade), 
U.S. History from 1865 
to Present (7th Grade), 
3rd Grade Science, 
3rd Grade Social Studies, 
and 5th Grade Writing they 
replaced those SOLs with 
required local assessments 
for those courses which have 
to be in performance as-
sessment format,” Williams 
explained. “Th ere is also an 
option to do performance 
assessments in place of the 
high school VA/US History 
course as well.”

Martinez, Schult, and 
Herndon agree that those 
performance assessments 
need to be extended to other 
courses evaluated by the 
SOLs.  

Herndon says she doesn’t’ 
ever recall having a student 
say they liked the SOLs. 
She believes the standard-
ized testing “causes lots of 
anxiety and stress” and that 
was especially so during 
the pandemic. While she 
realizes it’s a “data driven” 
world, there needs to be a 
change in assessments, gear-
ing them toward individual 
student needs and strengths. 
Teachers are urged to dif-
ferentiate for their students 
in preparing lessons, but 
there is no corresponding 
diff erentiation provided in 
assessments– “they are all 

tested the same.” She be-
lieves SOLs tend to take the 
creativity out of education.

Th e students were not 
only recognized at the Gen-
eral Assembly; they were 
also the focus at the Febru-
ary 24 Roanoke County 
School Board meeting when 
WBMS Principal Todd Ka-
geals presented a video on 
the school as part of the 
“Spotlight on Schools” se-
ries. He highlighted their 
experience with developing 
the petition and partner-
ing with Delegate Head as 
“deeper and authentic learn-
ing– a real life application 
of the political process.”

Martinez, Schult, and 
Herndon also addressed 
the School Board on their 
petition, taking the op-
portunity to point out the 
shortcomings of the SOL 
process.

School Board Vice 
Chairman Brent Hudson 
commended Herndon as 
a “young teacher showing 
students how the system 
works who got behind 
them so they could get 
their voices heard.”

Vinton’s representative 
to the board, Tim Green-
way, praised Herndon for 
her eff orts (especially con-
sidering that she teaches 
three diff erent subjects at 
three diff erent schools), 

and expressed his pride in 
her, Martinez, Schult, and 
Roanoke County schools.

Schult says he and Mar-
tinez are getting all kinds 
of suggestions from other 
students on what to do 
next– one requested a pe-
tition on doing away with 
homework. He also says 
he has learned from the 
experience not to just com-
plain, but to actually take 
action on issues that aff ect 
you.

Th e two have become 
recognized at WBMS since 
their video at the General 
Assembly with Delegate 
Head was broadcast to all 
classes.

Martinez is also involved 
in piano and lacrosse. Her 
mother is Danielle Middle-
ton. Schult is a swimmer, 
a jazz band musician, and 
plays baseball. His par-
ents are Jennifer and Keith 
Schult.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS 
WBMS students Elizabeth Martinez and Keith Schult were introduced to the Virginia 
House of Delegates by Delegate Chris Head as they visited on Feb.7. They were 
accompanied by Elizabeth’s mother, Danielle Middleton.

WBMS from page 1

eighth grader at William 
Byrd Middle School, per-
formed “For Good” by Ste-
phen Schwartz

Alexander Whitt, age 16, 
a sophomore at Community 
School, performed “La Fille 
aux Cheveux de Lin” (“Th e 
Girl with Flaxen Hair”) by 
Claude Debussy

Rasoul and Whitt are stu-
dents of Kimberly Mucha. 
Martinez and Walker are 
taught by Carol McCulloch. 
Th is was the fi rst time any of 
the students had taken part 
in a music competition. 

Lion Mike Ferguson ex-
plained the origin of the 
Bland Scholarship program. 
Th e contest is held in honor 
of songwriter James “Jimmy” 
Bland, composer of over 700 
songs, including the former 
State Song, “Carry Me Back 
to Ole Virginny,” which he 
wrote at age 19. He was in-
ducted into the Songwriter’s 
Hall of Fame in 1970.

Bland was born in 1854 
as a free black American. He 
taught himself to play the 
banjo and earned spending 
money by singing and play-
ing on the streets of Wash-
ington, D.C. By age 14, he 
had become a professional 
musician and entertained in 
hotels and restaurants. He 
began composing at age 15. 
He eventually performed for 
President Grover Cleveland 

and Queen Victoria.
Judges for the Mount 

Pleasant Lions competition 
on March 6 were Judy Clark 
and Dr. Gordon Marsh. 
Clark is the founding Ex-
ecutive Director of Opera 
Roanoke, and also served as 
company rehearsal/perfor-
mance pianist, working with 
conductors Victoria Bond, 
Steven Crawford, Scott Wil-
liamson, and Steven White. 
She has toured Japan twice 
with violinists Kevin and 
Bryan Matheson, includ-
ing appearances at Tokyo’s 
Yamaha Hall. In addition 
to her work as a teacher and 
freelance coach/accompanist, 
she serves as organist at South 
Roanoke United Methodist 
Church.

Dr. Marsh is a professor 
of music at Roanoke Col-
lege, where he also serves as 
chairperson of the Depart-
ment of Fine Arts. He has 
performed as a recitalist, 
chamber pianist, concerto 
soloist, and conductor. His 
scholarly work and created 
sound installations have been 
featured at regional, national, 
and international venues. His 
work has been published in 
scholarly journals and books 
devoted to contemporary 
music. His concert reviews 
are regularly featured in the 
Roanoke Times.

Once the students had 

performed and the judges 
completed their evaluations, 
Jennah Rasoul was awarded 
fi rst place in the competition 
and will advance to the dis-
trict level. Whitt won second 
place. All received monetary 
gifts and certifi cates. 

Th e goal of the Lions 
of Virginia Bland Music 
Scholarship Foundation is to 
promote cultural and educa-
tional opportunities for mu-
sically talented young people 
in Virginia, primarily at the 
secondary level. 

Th is goal is achieved 
through progressive music 
competitions beginning in 
February/March at the local 
Lions Club level and culmi-
nating in a state competition 
in which 12 fi nalists (two per 
district) from the three Lions 
districts in Virginia compete 
at the state competition in 
May. Music scholarships are 
presented to the top fi nalists 
at the state level. Th e schol-
arships may be used for col-
lege tuition, music lessons, 
summer music programs, or 
other music education en-
deavors.

Lions Club International 
was founded in 1917 in Chi-
cago as a service club (in fact, 
the Lions Club motto is “We 
Serve”), at fi rst focused on 
eyesight and the blind at the 
urging of Helen Keller. Th ey 
have grown to become the 

largest service organization in 
the world.

Th e Mount Pleasant 
Lions Club was founded 
in 1961, at the urging of 
Mount Pleasant Elementary 
Principal Annie B. Stiff , who 
saw the need for a communi-
ty-based service club. At fi rst 
the club was limited to men, 
but now welcomes women as 
members. Th e Mount Pleas-
ant Club celebrated their 
60th anniversary last year.

Mount Pleasant Lions 
have their focus on the com-
munity. Th ey continued 
their 40-year tradition this 
year of shopping for students 
at Mount Pleasant and Gar-
den City Elementary Schools 
for school supplies and cloth-
ing prior to school opening 
and at the holiday season. 
Th ey also began assisting 
Rivermont School when it 
moved into the area—they 
actually donated a piano to 
the school.

Th ey are one of the 
few Lions Clubs fortunate 
enough to have their own 
building for meetings, but 
also make the space available 
to the surrounding commu-
nity for parties, showers, re-
unions, etc.

Th ey contribute to the 
schools’ clothes closets by 
providing new underwear 
and socks and sponsors a 
weekend food backpack 

project to make sure chil-
dren don’t go hungry when 
they are out of school. Th ey 
stop by the school to read 
to students on “Read Across 
America Day.”  Th ey con-
duct vision screenings for stu-
dents in several local schools. 
Th ey also show their support 
for the schools with Teacher 
Appreciation Day.

Th e Mount Pleasant Li-
ons maintain historic Ke-
fauver Cemetery; they do 
regular roadside clean-ups in 
the community, and support 
eye-glass recycling.

Th e Mount Pleasant Li-

ons Club and Lions Clubs 
across the state raise funds 
for many service projects 
through the sale of LOVF 
(Lions of Virginia Founda-
tion) raffl  e tickets with a 
grand prize of $10,000. Th e 
LOVF provides grants to 
help communities in need 
with humanitarian services, 
disaster and emergency relief, 
youth assistance, hunger, vi-
sion, environment, and other 
community projects.

Th e Mount Pleasant 
Lions are the community-
minded neighbors everyone 
wishes they could have.

PHOTO FROM VINTON MESSENGER ARCHIVES 
The Mount Pleasant Lions Club was holding Bland 
Music competitions back in March 1972. Lion Mike 
Ferguson congratulates Marion Lynn Wray, winner in 
the vocalist category.

Bland Music from page 1
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Ja-
son Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is lo-
cated at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 
1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 

School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@veri-
zon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 

7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 
9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

WALK IN HIS STEPS 
Read Deuteronomy 32:1 through 34.12

“What would Jesus do?” Pastor Charles Sheldon of Topeka, Kan-
sas, asked his congregation this question in 1896 when he preached 
a series of messages on the topic. Sheldon then wrote a book of 
fi ction titled In His Steps. The book asks what Jesus would do when 
confronted with poverty, racism, pride, and homelessness. In the 
1990s the motto was revived and people wore bracelets and T-shirts 
with the letters WWJD?

Before he died, Moses reminding the Israelites to consider God’s 
truths.

“Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this 
day, so that you may command your children to obey carefully all 
the words of this law. They are not just idle words for you—they are 
your life” (Deuteronomy 32:46–47).

Teaching the next generation is the responsibility of the present 
generation. We do this best by leading by examples. When we face 
tough issues, we can be sure
people are watching our reactions. At these times, it is good to ask 
ourselves, “What would Jesus do?”

Prayer Suggestion: God, with Your help, I will walk as Jesus walked.

Quicklook:  Deuteronomy 32:44–47

Susan Lewis.
As fi rst place winners, Pierce 

and Simon Sealey will advance to 
the Lions Club Regional Com-
petition to be held on March 
20 at Community Church in 
Salem. Regional winners then 
advance to the Lions of Virginia 
State Competition on April 29 
in Chesapeake, where usually 
12 contestants compete. Over 
$25,000 is awarded annually in 
prizes at the local, district, and 
state level. At the state level, fi rst 
place winners receive $3,000; 
second place winners, $2,500; 
third place winners, $2,000; 
and fourth through sixth places, 
$1,500. Local winners receive 
monetary awards and certifi -
cates.

Judges for this year’s Vinton 
competition were Dr. Chris 
Monroe and Kimberly Wilburn, 
who served as vocal judges, 
along with Wanda Melchers and 
Wally Mayo, who judged the in-
strumental performances. 

Dr. Monroe is the Minis-
ter of Music at Vinton Baptist 
Church. Melchers is the owner 
and instructor of Melchers Pia-
no Studio in Vinton. She is also 
a classroom teacher at Herman 
L. Horn Elementary School and 
serves as organist/pianist at Vin-

ton Baptist.
Mayo has taught piano, high 

school choruses, and jazz band 
throughout his career. He is a 
substitute teacher in Roanoke 
County and Roanoke City 
Schools, mainly in music and 
the sciences and at Roanoke 
Catholic. Wilburn teaches pia-
no and vocal lessons in the Roa-
noke Valley and has performed 
at Carnegie Hall.

Lion Chris McCarty wel-
comed guests to the competi-
tion. Lions Club District Gov-
ernor (and also a member of the 
Vinton Lions Club) Eric Mills 
served as master of ceremonies 
for the competition. He over-
sees 59 Lions Club across the 
region. He, too, thanked those 
in attendance, and the families 
of performers who support their 
music education.

Th roughout interludes in the 
program when the judges were 
scoring performances, Mills 
shared the history of the Bland 
competition and some facts 
about the Vinton Breakfast Li-
ons activities.

Th e Bland competition was 
established by the Lions Clubs 
of Virginia in 1948 to “as-
sist and promote cultural and 
educational opportunities for 

the musically talented youth 
of Virginia.” Any elementary, 
middle, or high school student 
is eligible to participate. Th ey 
may perform in the vocal or in-
strumental category—but not 
both. Presentations are limited 
to eight minutes and must be 
memorized.

Mills told the audience there 
are approximately 50,000 Lions 
Clubs in over 200 countries, 
with over 1.4 million members 
around the world—reportedly 
the largest service organizations 
in the world.

Th e Vinton Breakfast Lions 
Club was chartered in 1985. 
Its members serve the commu-
nity in many ways throughout 
the year. Th ey sponsor many 
fundraising events including a 
Pancake Breakfast during the 
Vinton Fall Festival and their 
Spaghetti Dinner traditionally 
prior to the Vinton Christmas 
Parade. Lions are well-known 
for their broom sales and the 
White Cane Project which pro-
vides support for eyeglasses and 
eye exams for needy children, 
the Old Dominion Eye Bank, 
and Leader Dogs for the Blind. 
Proceeds from all Breakfast Li-
ons’ fundraisers go back into the 
local community and communi-

ties across the Commonwealth, 
the nation, and the world. 

One of their most important 
functions has become sponsor-
ing the Leo Club at William 
Byrd High School which now 
has over 70 members. Leo Club 
members assist with virtually 
all Vinton Lions Club projects, 
including the music scholarship 
competition.

Each spring, the club awards 
scholarships to seniors at Wil-
liam Byrd High School and 
Staunton River High School. 

Th e Breakfast Lions maintain 
the bright yellow eyeglass col-
lection boxes in various Vinton 
locations. Donated eyeglasses 
are sorted by prescription by lo-
cal Lions members at the Lions 
Eyeglass Recycling Center in 
Roanoke and then distributed 
around the world. 

A main focus for Lions is 
youth. Each year the Break-
fast Lions sponsor a Christmas 
Shopping trip for about 20 
students at Herman L. Horn, 
W.E. Cundiff , and Bonsack 
Elementary schools. Th e Lions 
also donate school supplies to 
the elementary schools and art 
supplies to William Byrd High 
School.

Th e Lions Club participates 

in the Lions of Virginia Founda-
tion which assists local Virginia 
communities in disaster relief.

Th e Lions are also active 
in the Hope To Walk project, 
which funds prosthetic limbs 
for individuals in third world 
countries. Th is program is based 
in Blacksburg and produces a 
new design of prostheses for 
those who lose limbs due to 
diabetes, cancer, trauma, and 
genetic or birth defects. 

While commercial pros-
thetic legs can cost $10,000 to 
$25,000 each, Hope To Walk’s 
prosthetic leg costs $100 to 
make. Th e Lions Club has been 
partnering with Hope To Walk, 
fulfi lling the Lions motto of 
“We Serve.” Mills says that Li-
ons Clubs in the district have 
purchased 78-80 prosthetic legs 
so far.

In the Vinton community, 
the Breakfast Lions have been 
the leaders in the preserva-
tion of the historic Gladetown 
Cemetery, in building a picnic 
shelter for the community at 
Herman L. Horn Elementary, 
and in making plans for a rec-
reational project at the old Vin-
ton Swimming Pool. Plans are 
in the works for bus shelters at 
Kroger and PFG.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Vinton Breakfast Lions Club held the Bland Foundation Music Scholarship Competition at Thrasher Memorial UMC with 13 musicians participating. From left are: front 
row, music teacher Susan Lewis, Lily Sealey, Lucy Sealey, Ryleigh Woolwine, Brent Saunders, Aubri Kessler, and Bruce Kelley; (middle row) Lexi Williamson, Latriva Pierce, 
Sophia Gonzalez, Sydney Thomas, music teacher Carla Fosbre, judge Wanda Melchers; and back row, Carl Saunders, Simon Sealey, Paul Sealey, and judge Wally Mayo.

Scholarship from page 1
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

STATEWIDE 
ADS

Located on Rt.60 in Amherst County, this beautiful property borders the Nat’l 
Forest and boasts 1.5 miles of trout stream running thru it!  Bid live or online.
Details at  VAAF501

AUCTION
Wed, May 12, 12:30pm 
at the Train Station,
414 Washington St,
Altavista, VA

228 Acres
on Leesville Lake

ABSOLUTE LAND
AUCTION

200 Acres200 Acres  on the on the Pedlar RiverPedlar River

Fri, Mar.18, 12:30pm at Hilton Garden Inn,
4025 Wards Rd, Lynchburg, VA

1.5Mi of River Front in Amherst Co.

STATEWIDE 
ADS

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Quality Inn Radford 

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

OF 904 CRAIG 
CREEK ROAD, 

EAGLE ROCK, VA 
24085. 

Legals - City of 
Radford

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21006521-00 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL22000168-00 

Notice of Public 
Sale  

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

OF PROPERTY 
1564 Alleghany 
Spring Road, 

Shawsville, VA  
20158 

 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ004883-09-00 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING 

Town 
Council

Tuesday, March 15, 2022, 
at 6:00 p.m.,

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires Mar 31, 2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party  nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES MARCH 31, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you 
 ll your open positions! Pro-
mote job listings regionally or 
statewide! Affordable Print and 
Digital Advertising Solutions 
reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated comple-

tion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Fa-
cebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltono-
liverattorneyva.com” https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral 
and other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://www.
Life55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

DOGS, PETS OR LIVESTOCK 

Happy Jack® LiquiVict® is rec-
ognized safe & effective against 
hook & round worms in
dogs by the USCVM. At Tractor 
Supply® (www.happyjackinc.
com)

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 

STATEWIDE 
ADS

To place 
your 
ad, 
call 

389-9355

MAKE 
AN 

“A”
IN 

ADVERTISING!



Page 8 • Thursday, March 10, 2022 • The Vinton Messenger www.ourvalley.org

To place a classi  ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER NEW TAILLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

JOHN’S CAMERAS & RECORDS 
213 Draper Rd. NW,  Downtown Blacksburg      

   

WE BUY USED VINYL RECORDS 
We pay top dollar for good classic rock vinyl records

WE BUY CAMERAS
We buy 35 mm and medium format cameras

25 Wendover Road, 
Daleville, VA 24083

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~
CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

Virginia High School League spring sports are 
scheduled to open next week, with a full slate of 
William Byrd action on Tuesday, March 15.

Monday is the official opening day for VHSL 
spring sports but no Byrd games are scheduled. 
Tuesday it all breaks loose with the baseball team 
hosting Carroll County in coach Jason Taylor’s 
Terrier debut. The boys lacrosse team also opens 
Tuesday in Lynchburg as new coach Will Satterfield 

leads the team in a game at E.C. Glass.
Both boys and girls soccer and tennis teams will 

open Tuesday, with the boys’ teams at home against 
Hidden Valley and the girls’ tennis and soccer 
teams traveling to Hidden Valley. A day later, on 
Wednesday March 16, the softball team will debut at 
Patrick Henry.

A week from today, on March 17, the Byrd lacrosse 
teams will host a St. Patrick’s Day doubleheader 

against Blacksburg. The girls will open, followed by 
the boys’ game at Byrd’s Patterson Stadium. Tonight 
both teams will scrimmage at home.

Final preseason scrimmages will conclude on 
Friday of this week. Byrd has a full slate of action 
planned including baseball at Altavista and boys’ 
soccer and tennis at Glenvar. Meanwhile, in Vinton 
the Terriers will host Glenvar in girls’ tennis, soccer 
and softball.

The William Byrd baseball team participated in a preseason jamboree at Kiwanis Field in Salem last Saturday, scrimmaging Patrick County and Salem. Left, Devon Foutz 
connects for the Terriers. Middle, Juan Alatorre slides home safely for a run, and right Hunter Sipe delivers against Salem. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Byrd spring sports open with a full slate of action Tuesday

Dan Vance, former edi-
tor for the now-defunct 
Vinton Voice week-
ly newspaper, is in his 
third year as the Media 
Relations Manager for 
the Fort Wayne Mad 
Ants basketball team in 
the  National Basketball 
Association G League.

A native of Fort Wayne 
Indiana, Dan had sever-
al jobs in Indiana after 
leaving the Vinton Voice, 
including Marketing 
Director for “Living In The 
Fort” magazine. He has 
also served as Multimedia 
Editor of the Fort Wayne 
News-Sentinel.

The Mad Ants fea-
ture former Rockbridge 
County star Andrew 
Rowsey, who went on 
to play college ball at 
Marquette. A 5’11” point 
guard, Rowsey joined 

the team in January and 
is averaging 11.5 points a 
game while shooting just 
under 40 percent from 
three point range.

The Mad Ants are 
a G League affiliate of 
the Indiana Pacers. Prior 
to playing for the Ants 
Rowsey was a member 
of the Raptors 905 team, 
affiliated with NBA’s 
Toronto Raptors.

Former Rockbridge County High School star Andrew Rowsey is playing for the Fort Wayne Mad Ants of the NBA G 
League. Here he shoots and brings the ball up in a recent game against the Westchester Knicks. The Mad Ants 
were wearing special uniforms for “Hoops and Hounds Night.” PHOTOS BY DAN VANCE

Former Vinton 
newspaper editor
in the “G League” 

DAN VANCE

The University of Lynchburg softball team has three William Byrd High graduates on the 2022 roster. Left to right, Lexi Powell is a utility player for the Hornets, 
Bri Hodges is an outfielder and Cassie Powell is an infielder and pitcher. A sophomore, Lexi leads the team with 14 runs scored in 14 games with an on base 
percentage of .389. Hodges, also a sophomore, has a .286 batting average and is tied for the team lead with two home runs. Cassie is a graduate student who 
returned for another year, playing the corner infield positions. She’s yet to pitch in a game but is capable of doing so, and was a solid pitcher during her days 
at Byrd. The Hornets have won their last three games to improve to 9-5 on the young season. They’ll be at home this Saturday for a 1 pm doubleheader against 
Mary Washington.

Byrd graduates play softball for University of Lynchburg

PHOT0S BY BILLY POWELL
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1135 VINYARD ROAD | VINTON, VA 24179  |  ROSIESGAMING.COM

Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

PLUS! EXPANDED HIGH LIMIT GAMING AREA
280-SPOT PARKING GARAGE | LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  

HAS EXPANDED TO INTRODUCE

350 NEW GAMES
Vinton

LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
IN MARCH

Environmental Engineer-
ing 

• “A Biodegradable Motion 
to Clean the Ocean” by Aiden 
Hundley (1st Place)

• “Plogging: Th e Amount 
of Pollution Along Roanoke 
Valley Trails and Urbanized 
Areas” by Maddy Simmons

Materials Science Category
• “Th e Eff ect of Th read 

Count on Its Th ermal Insu-
lation” by Jaslyn Bibby, Jayla 
Barger (2nd Place)

Microbiology Category
• “Th e Eff ect of Environ-

mental Factors on Beta-Caro-
tene Production in Genetical-
ly Engineered Yeast” by Haley 
Day (2nd Place) (WBHS/
RVGS)

Plant Sciences Category

• “Comparing the Yields of 
Lactuca sativa var. Longifolia 
lam Th rough Hydroponics 
and Soil-based Growth” by 
Bethany Beecher (3rd Place)

• “Adaptations of Plants to 
Grow in an Aquaculture Set-
up” Joshua Hardy (1st Place)

Cave Spring Middle School 
was named RCPS Science Fair 
Middle School of the Year for 
2022 following the same cal-
culation procedures as the 
high school division.

William Byrd Middle 
School students participating 
in this year’s RCPS Science 
Fair included:

Behavioral and Social Sci-
ences/ Biomedical and Health 
Sciences Category

• “How Much Sugar is in 

Diff erent Drinks?” By Jaden 
Holmes (Th ird place)

• “Th e Eff ect of Th e Color 
Of Light on Th e Rate of Food 
Spoilage” by Heidi Wienke 
(2nd place)

Chemistry Category
• “Height Of Cake” by 

Kyndall Agee 
• “Th e Eff ect of Diff er-

ent Cheesecake Preparation 
Methods on Th e Amount 
of Rise and Th e Number of 
Cracks” by Willow Seth 

• “Melting Away: Th e Ef-
fect of Materials on Ice Melt 
Rate” by Owen Webb (3rd 
place)

Selected projects will repre-
sent Roanoke County in the 
annual Western Virginia Re-
gional Science Fair.

Science Fair from page 1

High School Division First Place Winner in the Cellular and Molecular 
BiologyComputational Biology Category Rebecca Qiu

High School Division First Place Winners in the Chemistry Category Elliott Gaines, 
Wyatte Bailey, and Dexter Gaines

High School Division First Place Winners in the Engineering Mechanics/Physics 
Category Summer Smith, Emiliano Gonzalez, and Lucy Pendleton

PHOTOS FROM RCPS
HIgh School Division First Place Winner in the Plant Sciences Category Joshua 
Hardy.

High School Division First Place Winner in the Environmental Engineering 
Category Aiden Hundley
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