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Haley Has It For Less...
                For Vinton!

1530 Courtland Road NE,

$100 Off Your Best Deal!

Haley Toyota

Takes the chore out of switching

No headache. No hassle.
Visit us at www.BankofBotetourt.com   •  540-591-5000

ReelWorks Studios and 
the film department at Lib-
erty University have teamed 
up for the movie production 
of “Never Give Up.” Profes-
sional filmmakers and Liberty 

students spent a good part of 
the day on March 29 at Jerry’s 
Restaurant in Vinton, shoot-
ing one of the scenes in the 
movie.

According to a synopsis 
from ReelWorks CEO Rick 
Eldridge, “Never Give Up” 
is based on the true story of 

Brad Minns, who at age 20 
“does the impossible in the 
Men’s Singles Tennis Finals in 
the 1985 Deaf World Games. 
In a five-hour Match for the 
Ages, Minns somehow comes 
back from match point in the 
third set to winning the Gold 
Medal in the fifth set.” 

“The match serves as a 
framework for the story of 
this inspirational man who 
became deaf at age three 
[from a high fever] and rose 
to the height of his sport 
thanks to God helping him to 
‘Never Give Up. It’s the ten-
nis match of his life--Univer-

sity of Toledo freshman Brad 
Minns versus 30-year-old Jeff 
Osborne, the reigning world 
gold medalist. Through the 
ups and downs of the match, 
we follow Brad’s story from 
age 3 to attending elemen-

very benefi cial to improv-
ing his English language 
skills; he wanted “to try 
American school life.” 
Learning online has many 
advantages, including a 
more fl exible schedule and 
no traveling to classes, but 
he wanted to “live the life.”

When the family de-
cided for Matt to live and 
study in the United States, 
Roanoke was the obvious 
choice since Dreyer Coach-
ing was located here. One 
of the services off ered by 
the Dreyers was boarding 
students during the school 
year. He felt comfortable 
with the Dreyers since they 
had already spent so much 
time together online.

Lydia has found the 
Dreyer Coaching team 
“very professional and 
committed to teaching 
Matt.” 

Th e Dreyers have raised 
four children, all grown and 
out of the house now, and 
also have grandchildren, so 
adding Matt brought min-
imal disruption to their 
lives. Scott says that Matt 
is very mature, adaptable, 
and “easy to live with.”

Matt arrived in Vinton 
just before school opened 
in 2019. Scott had recom-

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Matt Chen was awarded the prestigious Coaches Award for soccer by Roanoke 
Valley Christian Schools in October 2021.

Volunteers are heart and soul of Dogwood Festival

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Houff family has been volunteering with the Dogwood Festival Committee for 
many years.

Th e annual Dogwood Festival is Vinton’s 
best-known and most cherished tradition – 
now in its 67th year. It is one of the oldest 
festivals in Southwest Virginia and the oldest 
in the Roanoke Valley.

Th e Dogwood Festival began in 1955 
as a fundraising event for the William Byrd 
High School Band to help purchase new 
uniforms. It was so successful that the town 
and citizens decided it needed to become 
an annual occurrence. Town Council, the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Woman’s Club, 
and many individuals kicked in donations 
and the festival was founded and has en-
dured. Th is year’s Vinton Dogwood Festival 
is scheduled for Th ursday, April 28, through 
Sunday, May 1. 

Th e Dogwood Festival has also become 
a tradition for the family of Connie, Callie, 
and Gary Houff .

Connie has been volunteering in some 
capacity with the Dogwood Festival for 
about 15 years. She started out helping to 
recruit volunteers, vendors, and crafters, and 

assisting with the Dogwood Parade. She 
went on to serve for three years as president 
of the Dogwood Festival Committee – the 
term allotted in the festival’s by-laws. 

She is now Committee Co-chair of the 
Craft and Food Vendor Committee along 
with her daughter Callie Houff  Webb. 
Th ey volunteered husband and father, Gary 
Houff , to help with the event as well. He 
does whatever needs to be done and acts as a 
goodwill ambassador at large.

Connie says she was initially inspired to 
volunteer for the Dogwood Festival by Vin-
ton’s beloved Vice Mayor Billy Obenchain, 
who championed the Town of Vinton and 
the festival.

Callie not only volunteers for the event 
but was actually on the Dogwood Court 
as a senior at William Byrd High School in 
2010. She says the fun she had on her own 
Dogwood Day is what led her to becoming 
a volunteer herself. She tells the girls on the 
court each year to focus on the day and en-
joy the experience, which they will always 
treasure.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Chen continues to thrive in America
Matt Chen came to the 

United States from Beijing, 
China, in August 2019 
to enroll as a freshman at 
Roanoke Valley Christian 
Schools (RVCS). Before 
coming to America, Matt 
studied online with Dreyer 
Coaching to improve his 
English speaking, reading, 
and writing skills. Th e on-
line school was founded in 
2008 by Scott and Debo-
rah Dreyer of Vinton. Scott 
teaches English to Chinese-
language speakers, primar-
ily located in China and 
Taiwan. Deborah teaches 
Chinese to English-speak-
ing students.

Matt’s family had dis-
covered Dreyer Coach-
ing through his father’s 
co-worker, whose son was 

studying with the school. 
Matt’s online studies in-
cluded 15 hours of intense 
instruction each week from 
7 to 10 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

Matt’s mother, Lydia 
Du, a high school English 
teacher in Beijing, wanted 
him to come to America to 
continue his education be-
cause of the opportunities 
and possibilities available-- 
to be an independent young 
adult, to explore a new en-
vironment, and to “experi-
ence a new kind of life,” free 
from the intense pressure of 
Chinese schools. 

In his studies with Drey-
er Coaching, Matt had 
shown an aptitude for the 
English language and was 
already quite fl uent before 
he arrived in Vinton.

At the time, Matt said 
while studying online was 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Chen, page 10

“Never Give Up” filming at Jerry’s in Vinton

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The director of “Never Give Up” and crew review a take from “Never Give Up” at 
Jerry’s.

See Never Give Up, page 10

A scene from the movie “Never Give Up” being filmed at Jerry’s Restaurant in Vinton.

See Dogwood Festival, page 5

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org
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“I want to thank Rosie’s so much for their generous donation! These funds will go 
towards our gala which is our biggest fundraiser that allows us to keep our doors 
open to help high school youth in the northside become productive members of 
society by teaching them the benefits of education, positive relationships, career 

readiness and community service.”

Jo White, Executive Director 
Saving Our Youth 

www.savingouryouthva.org

Every week in 2022 we will donate $1,000 to a local nonprofit 

that is providing valuable services in the areas we are located. 

Helping those communities around us is at the core of our 

operational philosophy. We truly believe that high tides raise all 

ships and we are determined to continue to add value to the 

communities in which we operate.

Through the charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back,  

Colonial Downs Group has made monetary and in-kind 

donations of more than $1,975,000, and has logged over 2,500 

service hours in Virginia communities.

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS
WE WIN

Together

THE NATIONAL CIVIL WAR
ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION

In conjunction with:

KNIBBS BATTERYNIBBS BATTERY
A 4 One-Day Classes on the

proper use of Muzzle loading Cannons
April 9th, 10th, 11th & 17th

from 8am to 3pm
Come join us for training & lunch.
A fee of $40.00 covers the day.

Location:
473 Blue Grass Trail

Newport in Giles County.
knibbsbattery@aol.comknibbsbatteThe South’s Premier

“Living History” Organization
www.knibbsbattery.org • (804) 356-8868

Spring is fi nally here! 
Th e fl owers are bloom-
ing, the birds are singing 
and there are plenty of 
fun new and continuing 
programs at the Vinton 
Library. We’ve got some-
thing for everyone, so 
stop on by and see what 
you can dip your toes into 
this month.

Th e DMV Connect 
service will be back April 
27-28, from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., closing between 1-2 
p.m. for lunch. Th ere is 
no need to make an ap-
pointment; stop in to 
handle all your DMV 
business without having 
to trek over to the actual 
DMV. 

Th e Open Bridge 
group for experienced 
players will be here every 
Tuesday from 1-4 p.m. 
and the Roanoke Val-
ley Dulcimers will con-
tinue to meet on Satur-
day, April 16 from 10:15 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Adults are invited to re-
visit their favorite vintage 
cartoons from their child-
hoods at Saturday Morn-
ing Cartoons.  Bring the 
whole family every Sat-
urday from 10:30 a.m.-
noon to the rooftop pa-
tio, weather permitting. 

Th e Vinton Book 
Club will discuss “Rus-
sian Roulette” by Mi-
chael Isikoff  on Th ursday, 
April 7, at 3 p.m. and the 
As the Page Turns Book 
Club will discuss “Ori-
gins” by Dan Brown on 
Wednesday, April 13 at 
2 p.m.; both will be hy-
brid events taking place 
in person and on Zoom. 

On Monday, April 18 
at 11 a.m. we will have a 
“Medicare 101” program, 
in conjunction with Har-
mon & Prouty Financial 
Group, which will help 
you to tailor your Medi-
care plan to fi t your in-
dividual needs. You will 
learn about how to save 
money as well as impor-
tant dates and deadlines 
for those over 65. 

Tune in on Zoom on 
Wednesday, April 6 at 6 
p.m. to get an “Introduc-
tion to Roman Mythol-
ogy.” Learn how Roman 
beliefs developed over 
time as they interacted 
with diff erent cultures 
(some stories may include 
adult themes). If you’re 
still hungry for more Ro-
man history after that, 
adults should be sure to 
come in on the Th ursday, 
April 21 at 5:30 p.m. to 
celebrate Rome’s birthday 
by learning to make Ro-
man Mosaics. 

April is National Po-
etry Month. To celebrate, 
the Vinton Library will 
have “Blind Date with 
a Poet.” Pick up an un-
marked envelope fi lled 
with selections of poems 
from a book we have in 
our collection. If you like 
what you see, be sure to 
ask to check out the book 
and get to know more of 
the poet’s full work!

On Friday, April 29 at 
10 a.m., we will be hav-
ing an Arbor Day Cel-
ebration with the Town 
of Vinton for the 150th 
anniversary of Arbor Day. 
We will feature a special 
Arbor Day-themed sto-
rytime and craft. In ad-
dition, the mayor will be 
here to give a speech and 
a Virginia Department 
of Forestry ranger will be 
giving out tree seeds. 

When you visit Vin-
ton’s Dogwood Festival 
on April 30, be sure to 
swing by the library with 
the family. Spin the prize 
wheel, pick up a calendar 
of events, and participate 
in our Sidewalk Chalk 
Art from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Th is month “Catur-
day” will be held on 
Saturday, April 16 from 
2:30-3:30 p.m. Register 
online for a 15-minute 
time slot to read to cats 
from the RCACP. You 
will be building early 
reading skills while also 
socializing the cats for 
adoption. 

Also, on the 16th, Ca-
turday gets even better 
with a “Meet the Author” 
event with Valerie Arch-
ual. Valerie will have a ta-
ble on the fi rst fl oor from 
2-4 p.m. with her rescue 
cat, Roger, that she ad-
opted from the RCACP 
during a previous Catur-
day event.

We have a couple of 
spring-related events this 
month. Our “Super Sat-
urday” event will be a 
“Literary Egg Hunt,” on 
Saturday, April 2 at 2:30 
p.m. Register online to 
join us for the egg hunt 
with a literary twist.

Teens can come by on 
Th ursday, April 14 at 4 
p.m. for an Egg Drop 
Challenge. Register for 
this special STEM activ-
ity where you’ll construct 
a carrier in order to pro-
tect an egg from breaking 
during a fall. If your egg 
survives, you get a prize! 

Teen Drop-Ins are back 
this month. Drop by on 
Mondays from 4-6 p.m. 
for a surprise event, game, 
or take-home activity. 
Each week is diff erent, so 
you won’t know what’s in 
store until you show! Join 
in the fun at Teen Gam-
ing on Monday, April 25 
from 5:30 -7:30 p.m. the 
Teen Center. 

For the kids this 
month, Junior Makers 
will meet on Wednesday, 
April 20 at 4 p.m. Reg-
ister your 5- to 10-year-
old children for this spe-
cial club where we learn 
about a new STEM con-
cept each month. Th is 
month’s theme is “Earth 
Day.” Drop in to create 
and share your Lego mas-
terpieces at “Lego Play” 
on Th ursday, April 21 at 
4 p.m. 

This month’s story 
time session runs from 
April 19-May 20. Dur-
ing this session, join us 
in your PJs for “Jammie 
Time” on Tuesdays at 6 
p.m. Attend the “Early 
Start Club” on Wednes-
days at 10:30 a.m. where 
you and your infant can 
join other caregivers to 
learn about standards, 
resources, and methods 
for encouraging early 
literacy development. 
There will be songs, 
rhymes, motion, and 
play to build a founda-
tion for lifelong learn-
ing. For ages 0-5, Fam-
ily Storytime will be 
Wednesdays at 11:30 
a.m., where participants 
can practice early litera-
cy skills, enjoy activities, 
and listen to stories. 

Kids Take and Creates 
for April:

Week of April 4 - Rain 
Craft

Week of April 11 - 
Bunny Craft

Week of April 18 - 
Nature Scavenger Hunt

Week of April 25 - 
Butterfly Craft

Teen Take and Create 
for April- Animal Book-
mark

Adult Take and Cre-
ate for April- Felt Bird 
Bookmark

More Virtual Events 
through RCPL:

Tuesday, April 5 at 7 
p.m.- Couch Trivia- The 
Arts

Wednesday, April 6 at 
10 a.m.- Roanoke Coun-
ty Genealogy Club

Thursday, April 7 at 
2 p.m.- Library Celebra-
tion

Tuesday, April 12 at 2 
p.m.- Using Goodreads 
to Find Your Next Book

Thursday, April 14 at 
6:30 p.m.- Anime Night

Thursday, April 14 at 
6:30 p.m.- Make it Legal 
with Gale Legal Forms

Tuesday, April 18 at 6 
p.m.- Evening Geneal-
ogy Club

Tuesday, April 26 at 
2 p.m.- Discover Family 
Stories Using Newspa-
pers.com

Remember to register 
online for events at roco-
library.org.

By Vinton Library As-
sistant Molly Meador

Public invited to free Home Buyer Seminar on April 12

Th e community is 
invited to a free Home 
Buyer Seminar on 
Tuesday, April 12, at 
the Vinton War Memo-
rial from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m.

Th e seminar is in-
tended to provide a 
variety of information 
to anyone interested in 
owning a home with all 
aspects of purchasing a 
home being presented.

Th ere will be ques-
tion and answer op-
portunities, along with 
some giveaways, in-
cluding a Big Screen 
TV, a Yeti cooler, and 
$500 worth of gift 
cards to local business-
es. Refreshments will be 
served.

Th e doors open at 6 
p.m. Th e seminar be-
gins at 6:30.

Th e event is host-
ed by the Greenway 
Boothe Real Estate 
Team. Other sponsors 
include Priority & Set-
tlement LLC, Star City 
Pest Control, Fisher 
Financial Services Inc., 
Expect More Home In-
spections, Alcova Mort-
gage, and Mountain 
View Real Estate.

RSVP on the Green-
way Boothe Facebook 
page at https://www.
facebook.com/Green-
wayBootheTeam/ to be 
eligible for prizes.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Jason Boothe, Tim Greenway,and Brad Greenway (from left) will be hosting a free Home Buyer’s Seminar at 
the Vinton War Memorial on April 12.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Hillsides
 6. A way to ingest
 9. Large number
13. Southeastern Minnesota 
city
14. Cronies
15. Having suffi cient skill, 
knowledge
16. Supplements with dif-
fi culty
17. Former VP nominee Palin
18. Cambodian monetary unit
19. Where coaches work
21. Secret political clique
22. A type of lute
23. Tan
24. Empire State
25. Where golfers begin
28. For each
29. Muslim inhabitants of the 
Philippines
31. Bird genus
33. Popular Dave Matthews 
Band song

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

36. Domesticates
38. “Boardwalk Empire” 
actress Gretchen
39. Asian antelope
41. One who takes apart
44. Kin
45. Dresses
46. Says something about you 
(abbr.)
48. Doctor of Education
49. One quintillion bytes (abbr.)
51. Overcharge
52. Sailboats
54. Indian musical patterns
56. Predisposition to a condi-
tion
60. Share a common boundary 
with
61. Wide
62. Skin disease
63. Monetary unit of Samoa
64. Source of the Blue Nile
65. Instrument
66. Red deer
67. Unidentifi ed fl ying object

68. Bar or preclude
CLUES DOWN
 1. Flying insects
 2. Strong alcoholic spirit
 3. Old
 4. Moves in slowly
 5. Symbol for tin
 6. Having certain append-
ages
 7. Expression of sorrow 
or pity
 8. Type of hormone (abbr.)
 9. One with an unjustifi ed 
mistrust
10. Hebrew calendar month
11. Pure
12. LSU football coach
14. Unbroken views
17. Fathers
20. Part of a race
21. Hairstyle
23. Fifth note of a major scale
25. Body art
26. Amounts of time
27. Designed chairs

29. Sensational dramatic 
piece
30. Arrangement of steps
32. Classifi es
34. Young child
35. Oh, no!
37. Astronomical period of 
about 18 years
40. Not or
42. Poke fun at
43. Consisting of roots
47. “__ Humbug!”
49. A way to remove
50. A confusion of voices 
and other sounds
52. Keyed instrument
53. Varnishes
55. Unpleasantly sticky 
substance
56. Unable to hear
57. A short erect tail
58. Indicates interest
59. Flow or leak through
61. British thermal unit
65. Iron
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County to host 200 Plan open house meetings
Seven planning meetings 

will be held around Roanoke 
County in this Spring for 
citizens to review draft goals 
and recommendation op-
tions based on the feedback 
received throughout the Fall 
2021 community sessions. 

Th e joint meeting for the 
Vinton/Bonsack/Mount 
Pleasant area is scheduled for 
Th ursday, April 14, at the 
Charles Hill Community 
Center in Vinton from 4 to 
6 p.m.

Th e county notes that ap-
proximately 1,000 citizens 
and community stakehold-
ers have participated in the 
planning process so far. Draft 
goals were developed based 
on input received at the com-
munity meetings and online 
surveys in Fall 2021. 

Roanoke County invites 
citizens this spring to review 
and provide comments on 
the new draft goals and rec-
ommendations that will 
shape the community over 
the next 15 years, impact-
ing future land use, natural 
and cultural resources, pub-
lic facilities and services, and 
transportation infrastructure.

Th e Roanoke County 200 
Plan belongs to and will af-
fect every citizen of Roanoke 
County. Th e plan:

• Expresses an overarch-
ing community vision as well 
as unique goals for 11 com-
munity planning areas within 
the county and the Town of 
Vinton

• Provides guidance for 
public policies about land 
development, public services, 
and resource protection 

• Allows decision makers 
to study the long-term conse-
quences of current decisions 
and recognize that today’s ac-
tions will impact the county 
for many years to come

Citizens may visit the 
Roanoke County website 
for information on the 200 
Plan and view enlightening 
story maps for the Vinton/
Bonsack and Mount Pleas-
ant Community Planning 
Areas (CPA) at https://www.
roanokecountyva.gov/2814/
Roanoke-County-200-Plan.

Th e Bonsack/Vinton CPA 
is home to 10,938 people 

and spans 19,657 acres, east 
of the Town of Vinton in 
Roanoke County. Its popula-
tion grew 101% from 1983 
to 2010 and 4% from 2010 
to 2020 to 10,938. County-
wide. there were fewer babies 
born from 2010 to 2020, but 
population grew 4.9% due 
to people moving here from 
outside the region.

Th e majority of land in 
Bonsack/Vinton (44%) is 
zoned for single family neigh-
borhoods, with 31% zoned 
Agricultural/Rural Preserve.

Th e Bonsack/Vinton CPA 
is characterized by diverse ter-
rain and a variety of scenic 
features. Nearly a quarter of 
the CPA has a steep slope of 
greater than 33%. It is bi-
sected by Glade Creek to the 
north and Wolf Creek to the 
south. 

Th e village of Bonsack in-
cludes 20 historic structures: 
homes, churches and com-
mercial. It was one of the 
fi rst areas to be settled in the 
county, quickly becoming an 
important commercial cen-
ter. Th e town prospered with 
the railroad, which came 
through in 1852 and estab-
lished a depot there.  

Th e Bonsack/Vinton 
CPA is home to several re-
gional attractions and recre-
ational spaces including Read 
Mountain Preserve, the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, Vinyard Park, 
the Wolf Creek Greenway, 
Goode Park, Stonebridge 
Park and Bonsack Park. Th e 
CPA is served by the No. 12 
Read Mountain Fire and Res-
cue Station and No. 2 Vinton 
Fire and Rescue Station.

Schools serving the Bon-
sack/Vinton area are under 
maximum enrollment ca-
pacity, consistent with most 
Roanoke County Public 
School trends. Th ey include 
Bonsack, Herman L. Horn, 
ad W.E. Cundiff  Elementary 
Schools, William Byrd Mid-
dle School, and William Byrd 
High School.

Issues and trends being 
addressed with the 200 Plan 
include:

Th e county-wide need for 
“aging in place” options, plus 
a need for housing that is af-
fordable for a large range of 

income levels, especially low 
to moderate income.

Road network changes to 
serve properties abutting and 
in the vicinity of Challenger 
Avenue between the City 
of Roanoke and Botetourt 
County. 

Explore Park continues to 
expand, bringing more visi-
tors into the area.

Th e Bonsack/Vinton 
CPA has 5.6% of total land 
located within the 100-year 
fl oodplain. 

Approximately 23% of the 
acreage in this CPA is calcu-
lated as having a “steep slope,” 
greater than 33%. Control 
of erosion and sedimenta-
tion and the management 
of stormwater runoff  due to 
steep slopes and erodible soils 
can make land development 
diffi  cult.

Phase I of the Restoration 
of Wolf Creek at Goode Park 
was completed last summer 
(2021) to stabilize the stream 
banks along Wolf Creek in 
a portion of Goode Park us-
ing natural stream method-
ologies. Th is will reduce sedi-
ment discharge and reduce 
bank erosion that is endan-
gering portions of the exist-
ing greenway trail. A grant 
application has been sub-
mitted to extend the project 
approximately 1,500 linear 
feet upstream. If approved 
by the State, this work could 
be started in the summer of 
2022.

Out of 11 Community 
Planning Areas, Bonsack/
Vinton is the sixth highest for 
Fire-EMS calls for service and 
the fourth highest for police 
calls. A new Bonsack/460 
Fire Station is proposed 
for funding in Fiscal Years 
2022 and 2023. Th is station 
would represent a new and 
enhanced service as the 12th 
station, which would reduce 
reliance on other locality re-
sponses for emergencies.

As for the Mount Pleasant 
Community Planning Area, 
it is home to 3,905 people 
and covers 9,626 acres in 
southeast Roanoke County. 
Its population decreased 
by 4% from 1983 to 2010 
but grew 3% from 2010 to 
2020 to 3,964. Th e median 

age of residents continues to 
increase as the baby boomer 
generation ages and is now 
48. Countywide, over the 
last few decades families liv-
ing in the same house have 
fewer people, and two-person 
households are increasing.

Th e majority of Mount 
Pleasant is rural and devel-
oped at low densities. Much 
of the region is made up of 
vacant fi elds, working farms 
or is forested. Th e majority 
of land in Mount Pleasant 
(nearly 80%) is zoned agri-
cultural. Approximately 11% 
is zoned for neighborhoods 
and 7% for Explore Park on 
the eastern boundary. 

Th e Explore Park Adven-
ture Plan provides Roanoke 
County, its residents, and 
its visitors with a long-term 
strategy to improve the rec-
reational, environmental, 
and economic potential of 
the park’s 1,100 acres. Th e 
county is in the process of 
implementing the plan to 
bring new outdoor recreation 
amenities to the park.

Mount Pleasant has two 
prominent watercourses: 
Roanoke River and Back 
Creek. It is characterized by 
varied topography and large 
tracts of undeveloped land. 
Many of the natural features, 

such as fl oodplains and steep 
slopes, create developmental 
constraints.

Schools serving the Mount 
Pleasant area are under en-
rollment capacity: Mount 
Pleasant Elementary, William 
Byrd Middle School, and 
William Byrd High School.

Of the 11 Roanoke Coun-
ty Community Planning Ar-
eas, Mount Pleasant ranks in 
the lower half for Fire-EMS 
and police service calls.

Th is CPA has a diverse 
range of outdoor recreation 
spaces such as Explore Park, 
Mayfl ower Hills Park and 
Disc Golf Course, the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, the Roanoke 
River Blueway and the Bal-
lyhack Golf Club. Th e area 
is served by the No. 6 Mount 
Pleasant Fire and Rescue Sta-
tion and the Mount Pleasant 
Library.

Issues and Trends in the 
Mount Pleasant CPA under 
discussion are:

Th e endangered Roanoke 
logperch is found predomi-
nantly in the Roanoke River 
and its tributaries. It requires 
clear, cool water and unsilted 
gravel and rubble to nest and 
avoid predators. Its habitat 
has been threatened by ag-
riculture, overdevelopment, 
and other activities that pro-

duce excessive silt runoff . 
Approximately 35% of 

the acreage in the Mount 
Pleasant CPA is calculated 
as having a “steep slope,” 
greater than 33%. Control 
of erosion and sedimenta-
tion and the management 
of stormwater runoff  due 
to steep slopes and erodible 
soils can make land devel-
opment diffi  cult.

Back Creek and the Roa-
noke River are currently 
listed as impaired streams 
that do not meet state wa-
ter quality standards be-
cause pollutant levels are 
too high, mainly from bac-
teria (E. coli) that comes 
from discharges including 
municipal separate storm 
sewer systems, livestock, pet 
waste, unspecifi ed domestic 
waste, and other sources.

Th e public is invited to 
come and share their views 
at the April 14 meeting.

After this round of pub-
lic meetings, the docu-
ment will be fi nalized in 
the Spring and Summer of 
2022 based on public in-
put before it moves to the 
Planning Commission and 
Board of Supervisors for 
public hearings in Fall 2022 
with implementation be-
gun in 2023.

As the weather warms, many 
people fi nd themselves cleaning 
up around the house for spring. 

While decluttering, consum-
ers may fi nd themselves with 
sensitive documents that they 
don’t need anymore. Consum-
ers should physically shred all 
information with their Social 
Security number on it, monthly 
statements, bills after they’re 
paid, and some junk mail with 
sensitive information on it.

BBB Serving Western Va. is 
hosting the annual Secure Your 
ID Day on April 9, in the Salem 

Civic Center parking lot, from 8 
a.m. to 11 a.m., or until trucks 
are full. 

Bring up to three boxes or 
bags of documents per person 
to be properly disposed of and 
shredded by an industrial shred-
der.

Consumers should also con-
sider scrubbing their digital 
devices clean, too, as they can 
hold sensitive data. BBB Serving 
Western Va. off ers the following 
tips to consumers:

• Lock down your login: En-
sure passphrases for each account 

are lengthy, unique, and safely 
stored. Enable 2-factor authen-
tication on all accounts that of-
fer it. Keep all your passwords 
private.

• Clean up your online pres-
ence: Check up on all your ac-
counts and make sure you know 
who has administrative access.

• Update your system and 
software: Have the most current 
software, web browsers, and op-
erating systems.

• Back up all data: Protect 
your data by making backups of 
your most important fi les. Use 

the 3-2-1 rule: 3 backup copies, 
2 diff erent media types, and 1 
offl  ine in a separate location.

Consumers who are looking 
to sell or dispose of old devices 
and hard drives should also note 
the following:

• Empty your trash or recycle 
bin on all devices and be certain 
to wipe and overwrite: Simply 
deleting and emptying the trash 
isn’t enough to completely get 
rid of a fi le. Use a program that 
deletes the data, “wipes” it from 
your device and then overwrites 
it by putting random data in 

place of your information.
• Clear out stockpiles: If you 

have a stash of old hard drives or 
devices, information still exists 
and could be stolen. Wipe and/
or destroy unneeded hard drives 
as soon as possible.

• Failed drives still contain 
data: On failed drives, wip-
ing often fails, too. Shredding/
destruction is the practical dis-
posal approach for failed drives. 
Do not return a failed drive to 
the manufacturer; use a trusted 
shredding company to dispose of 
your old hard drives.

BBB hosts Secure Your ID Day on April 9 – Shred sensitive documents 

SUBMITTED PHOTO



Page 4 • Thursday, March 31, 2022 • The Vinton Messenger www.ourvalley.org

USPS 660-020
(540) 473-2741

1633 W. Main St. 
Salem, VA 24153

ourvalley.org

Michael Showell, Publisher ..........................................................
Lynn Hurst, General Manager ..................... lhurst@ourvalley.org
Matt de Simone, Editor ....................fi ncastle.editor@ourvalley.org
Debbie Adams, Staff  Writer........................dadams@ourvalley.org
Brian Hoff man, Sports Editor ................ bhoff man@ourvalley.org
Betty Jo Barger, Copy Editor .....................fi ncastle@ourvalley.org
James "Tucker" Frye, Advertising ................... tfrye@ourvalley.org

Submissions: dadams@ourvalley.org

To subscribe: (540) 473-2741 

The Vinton Messenger (USPS 660-020) is published weekly for 

$44 a year in Vinton and Roanoke County, $48 a year in adjoining 

counties, $52 a year out of state and the yearly bundle is $59 a year 

by Virginia Media Inc.  P.O. Box 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901. Periodical 

postage paid at Vinton, VA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to THE VINTON MESSENGER, P.O. Box 1125, Salem, Va 24153

The Vinton Messenger encourages letters from our readers on topics 
of general interest to the community and responses to our articles 
and columns. Letters must be signed and have a telephone number 
where you can be reached to be considered for publication. All letters 
will be verifi ed by telephone before publication. The Messenger 
reserves the right to deny publication of any letter and edit  letters for 
length content and style.

TheVinton
Messenger

Submit your community 
news and photos to 
vintonmessenger@

ourvalley.org.

Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485
or email tfrye@ourvalley.org

to advertise in this space.

Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers its own unique 
atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE!

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

WE NOW OFFER HEADLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

Th e Town of Vinton 
and Th e Vinton Messen-
ger are partnering to put 
the spotlight on Town of 
Vinton employees during 
the month of their birth-
days. Th e town is proud 
to have these individu-
als on staff  and wants to 
make the community 
aware of who is “behind 
the scenes” making the 
town look great and oper-
ate so successfully.

“Th e members of the 
Town of Vinton Planning 
and Zoning Department 
are some of the unsung 
heroes of our town staff ,” 
said Vinton Mayor Brad 
Grose. “Th e Planning 
Department is the fi rst 
point of contact for many 
important daily functions 
such as zoning questions 
and permits. In addition, 
the department performs 
many crucial functions 
such as grant application 
and administration, fu-
ture land use planning, 
code enforcement and 
various other duties.”

Th e Director of the 
Vinton Planning and 
Zoning Department is 
Anita McMillan. She has 
been employed with the 
town for 27 years, since 
February 1995, and has 
been with the town longer 
than any other employee. 
She started as the Town 
Planner/Code Enforce-
ment Offi  cer and then be-

came the Town Planning 
and Zoning Director in 
March 1996.

McMillan’s main re-
sponsibilities include the 
day-to-day operations of 
the department including 
the administration of its 
zoning, subdivision and 
sign ordinances, and nui-
sance codes; review and 
approval of development 
and redevelopment proj-
ects; building, zoning, 
and sign permits; admin-
istration, implementa-
tion, and enforcement of 
its stormwater manage-
ment program including 
the Town Municipal Sep-
arate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) permit; and the 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) 
grant funded projects. 

She represents Vinton 
on the Roanoke Valley 
Greenway Commission, 
the Roanoke Valley-
Alleghany the Regional 
Commission Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation Committee 
and Roanoke Valley-Al-
leghany Regional Storm-
water Committee, the 
Roanoke Valley Urban 
Forestry Council, the 
Roanoke Valley Regional 
Transportation Techni-
cal Committee (TTC) 
and Clean Valley Council 
(CVC). 

Prior to joining the 
Town of Vinton, Mc-
Millan worked for the 

County of Roanoke De-
partment of Planning 
and Zoning as a Planning 
Technician, and as a City 
Planner for the Depart-
ment of City Planning 
and Building Control, in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
and as a Planning Intern 
for the Roanoke Valley-
Alleghany Regional Com-
mission. She earned a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Urban Studies from the 
University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay in 1984 and 
a Master of Urban and 
Regional Planning from 
Virginia Tech in 1987.  

McMillan was very 
proud with the comple-
tion of the Wolf Creek 
Greenway Trail; the fi rst 
trail constructed in the 
Town of Vinton and com-
pleted in 1999. 

She was also responsi-
ble for the following: the 
Downtown Revitalization 
Project planning grant in 
2011 and CDBG Down-
town Revitalization grant 
in 2013; the Tinker Creek 
Canoe Launch Improve-
ment Project; the Glade 
Creek Greenway (two sec-
tions were completed and 
with one on-going); two 
Commonwealth’s Offi  ce 
of Intermodal Planning 
and Investment (OIPI) 
Urban Development Area 
(UDA) Tier 1 and Tier 
3 Planning Grants to es-
tablish eight UDAs in the 

town and to review the 
town’s zoning and sub-
division ordinances to 
promote redevelopment 
and development proj-
ects that incorporate Tra-
ditional Neighborhood 
Design (TND) principles 
to make the community 
to become a bikeable and 
walkable community. 

Currently, she is over-
seeing the Walnut Avenue 
Bike/Pedestrian Accom-
modations Project, (5th 
Street to Town West Lim-
it) with construction to 
start this September; Wal-
nut Avenue Bike/Pedes-
trian Accommodations 
Project, (W. Lee Avenue 
to 1st Street on the right-
of-way phase); Hardy 
Road and Gus Nicks Blvd 
Pedestrian Crosswalks 
Projects with design en-
gineering plans to start in 
August 2022. 

McMillan was respon-
sible for the town being 
designated as a Tree City 
USA in 2001 and has 
maintained this designa-
tion for the last 21 years 
by making sure that trees 
are planted in the town 
and an Arbor Day Cele-
bration event is observed 
on an annual basis.

McMillan has been 
married to her husband 
David for 33 years. Th ey 
met at Virginia Tech in 
1986, while they were 
both completing their 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF VINTON

SPOTLIGHT ON TOWN OF VINTON STAFF

Anita McMillan, Director of Planning and Zoning

RECIPES OF THE WEEK

Recipes from Kathryn Sowers, 
Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce

graduate study at the 
school. Th ey are blessed 
with a son, Jameel, a 
graduate of Virginia Tech 
in Mechanical Engineer-
ing, an engineer with the 
Naval Shipyard in Nor-
folk, his wife Emily, and 
a granddaughter, Leyna, 
residing in Chesapeake; 
and a daughter, Kiara, 
who will be graduating 
this May, with her Mas-
ter’s Degree in Mechani-
cal Engineering from 
Virginia Tech, who will 
be working in June with 
Vorbeck.     

McMillan enjoys 
cooking, reading, walk-
ing, hiking and riding 
her bike with her hus-

band along the trails in 
the Roanoke Valley and 
surrounding areas. She 
misses her relatives in 
Malaysia and visits them 
when she can.  

“Th e Planning De-
partment staff  consists 
of very special individu-
als with diverse talents, 
training, and education,” 
Mayor Grose said. “Per-
haps some of their most 
outstanding qualities in-
clude their fl exibility and 
their dedication to doing 
a professional job for our 
citizens and customers. 
Th e Town of Vinton is 
truly blessed to have such 
a devoted staff  in our 
Planning Department.”
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Congrats to Anita Ho-
back Webb, recently named prin-
cipal at Stanley Elementary in 
Page County. She lives in Luray. 
Anita is a 1991 grad of WBHS  
and was named Young Woman of 

the Year (and former Junior Miss). 
Goes to show that pageant girls 
can be smart, too. I know Mom 
Betsy and Dad Lewis Hoback and 
sisters Rebecca and Sarah are 
proud of her. What a wonderful 
achievement for her. I’m sure the 
students love her. 

The GFWC Vinton Women’s 
Club and the Vinton Police De-
partment will be planting pin-
wheels in the flower bed at the 
Vinton Municipal Building on 
Tuesday, April 5 at 5 p.m. This is 

in observance of Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month. They will stay up 
through the month of April. They 
also have donated bird seed to 
Berkshire Health and Rehab for 
their bird feeders. The patients 
love watching the birds.

The Chamber office will be in a 
slight transition the next week or 
so. We are moving to downtown 
Vinton. We are very excited and 
looking forward to being in the 
middle of everything and there 
for Dogwood Festival!

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS
Angie

Chewning
Filling in for Bootie

SUBMITTED PHOTO

TOWN OF VINTON NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
AND INVITATION TO BID

PROPOSED SELLING AND GRANTING OF A COMPETITIVE CABLE FRANCHISE TO 
OPERATE A CABLE SYSTEM TO PROVIDE CABLE SERVICE WITHIN THE 

TERRITORIAL LIMITS OF THE TOWN OF VINTON, VIRGINIA AND INVITATION TO BID

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 15.2-2108.20 of the 1950 Code of Virginia, 
as amended, and the Cable Communications Act of 1984, as amended, 47 U.S.C. 
§ 521 et seq., the Town Council of the Town of Vinton, Virginia, hereby gives 
notice of a public hearing to be held on Tuesday, April 5, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. to 
consider approving an Ordinance proposing to sell and grant one or more 
competitive cable franchises to operate a cable systems to provide cable service 
within the territorial limits of the Town of Vinton, Virginia.  

In addition, the Town shall publicly receive bids for the proposed franchise for a 
competitive cable franchise to operate a cable system to provide cable service 
within the territorial limits of the Town of Vinton, Virginia from other providers.  
Interested parties shall submit bids in writing by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 5, 
2022 to Susan N. Johnson, Town Clerk, 311 South Pollard Street, Vinton, Virginia.   
Any bids will be opened in public session and marked for identification by the 
Town Clerk.   The cost of this advertisement shall be paid by the town which 
shall be reimbursed by the company to whom the franchise is granted.  The 
town shall have the right to reject any and all bids and reserves this right in the 
advertisement.

A complete copy of the proposed Ordinance and additional information 
concerning this public meeting is available in the Town Manager’s Office, 
located in the Vinton Municipal Building, (540) 983-0607.  Persons requiring 
special assistance to attend and participate at this public meeting should 
contact the Town Manager’s office at (540) 983-0607. 
       Susan N. Johnson
       Town Clerk

Anita Hoback Webb

Th e Houff s say the Dog-
wood Festival has always 
been a big part of their fam-
ily. Callie remembers when 
she was a little girl spend-
ing the day of the parade 
at her grandmother’s house 
on Meadow Street near the 
Vinton War Memorial. 

Connie says the day of 
the Dogwood Parade was 
her mother-in-law’s favorite 
day of the year. She loved 
to sit on her porch and 
watch all the people lining 
the streets and walking by. 
Th ey say it was a “really big 
deal” for the family to go to 
grandmother’s house – and 
part of the Houff s’ tradi-
tions each year. 

Callie and Connie re-
cruited friend Brittany 
Lane, who was on the Dog-
wood Court in 2010, to 
volunteer as well. Lane was a 
member of the same church 
as the Houff s; she and Callie 
have been best friends since 
they were preschoolers. 

“I continued to volun-
teer for three years because 
the event was a big part of 
our community and I knew 
people looked forward to 
it,” Lane said. “It was a lot 
of work, but I learned a lot 
about working with other 
people and event organiza-
tion through being on the 
Dogwood Committee.”

Th e Festival Committee 
is always on the lookout for 
“young blood” and second-
generation volunteers to en-
sure that the Dogwood tra-

dition continues in Vinton.
Callie moved to Char-

lotte after graduating from 
college, but now she is back 
in Vinton and back to vol-
unteering. She wanted to 
get involved; she loves Vin-
ton and helping the com-
munity. She has been sur-
rounded by public servants 
her entire life, so that’s her 
nature – her father retired 
as a Battalion Chief from 
Roanoke County Fire and 
Rescue. Her husband, 
Shane, is a fi refi ghter with 
the Roanoke Fire-EMS De-
partment. 

She married him in a 
wedding delayed for two 
months by the pandemic. 
She found out the news 
from her venue the week-
end after her mother and 
the Dogwood Committee 
had to make the decision to 
cancel the 2020 festival due 
to COVID restrictions.

Mother and daughter 
organized the Virtual Dog-
wood Parades which took 
the place of an in-person pa-
rade during two years of the 
pandemic. Children and 
organizations were encour-
aged to create mini-fl oats to 
be shown on the Dogwood 
Festival Facebook page on 
Dogwood Saturday.

Th e Dogwood Festival 
Committee is made up of 
volunteers– no one is paid– 
it’s a community service and 
labor of love. Th ey eagerly 
welcome volunteers. In 
fact, the Festival Commit-

tee says, “volunteers are the 
heart and soul of the Vinton 
Dogwood Festival.”

Planning and preparing 
for the Dogwood Festival is 
a year-round task. Connie 
says once the festival is over, 
they generally take the sum-
mer off  and then start up 
again in September meeting 
once a month until January 
when the meetings become 
bi-weekly and then weekly 
as the festival draws near.

All three Houff s and 
most of the other volun-
teers are involved with all 
aspects of the event come 
festival time– from drawing 
the lines on the downtown 
streets for vendors to help-
ing manage the concerts, 
from set-up to clean-up. 
Th ere are many diff erent 
assignments available for 
volunteers, especially at the 
Friday night concert and on 
Dogwood Saturday. 

Th e carnival is returning 
for all four days (Th ursday 
and Friday from 6 to 10 
p.m., Saturday from noon 
to 10 p.m., and Sunday 
from 1 to 6 p.m.)

Th ere is a concert at the 
Vinton Farmers’ Market 
on Friday night at 6 p.m. 
featuring the Pizazz Band 
that plays soul, funk, beach, 
country, and rock music.

On Dogwood Saturday, 
the downtown streets will 
be fi lled with craft, food, 
and retail vendors. Th ere is 
a car show from 10 to 4 at 
Th rasher Memorial United 

Methodist Church.
Th ere will be entertain-

ment on the stages at Vin-
ton Baptist and the Farm-
ers’ Market, including the 
William Byrd Jazz Band, 
the McFlys, Tim Martin 
and Brian Wheeling, Defy 
Gravity, and Mason Creek 
Bluegrass.

Lighthouse Bible Church 
is sponsoring the free Kids 
Zone. New this year is a 
youth activity zone hosted 
by Mineral Springs Baptist, 
with an Escape Room.

Th e highlight of the day 
will be the introduction of 
the Dogwood Court and 
crowning of the Queen 
at noon at the Municipal 
Building, followed by the 
Dogwood Parade down 
Washington Avenue and 
through the streets of Vin-
ton, led by the Dogwood 
Court in horse-drawn car-
riage.

Th ere are dozens of 
craft vendors, food ven-
dors, churches, and orga-
nizations signed up for this 
year’s Dogwood event. Th e 
Houff s start by contacting 
last year’s vendors to see if 
they would like to partici-
pate again and then adver-
tised for others who might 
be interested. Th ey accept 
a variety of crafters and at-
tempt to limit duplication. 
Th is year, Callie has been 
posting the products of 
some of the craft vendors on 
the Dogwood Festival Face-
book page at https://www.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Callie Houff Webb (on left) and Brittany Lane were 
members of the Dogwood Court in 2010 and went on to 
become volunteers with the annual festival.

Dogwood Festival from page 1

facebook.com/vintondog-
woodfestival. 

In addition to Connie 
and Callie, this year’s Dog-
wood Festival Committee 
is led by President Beth 
Abbott; Co-Vice President, 
Food Vendor Committee 
Chair, and Carnival Co-
Chair Chasity Barbour; Co-
Vice President and Treasurer 
Jeff  Teass; Fundraising and 
Sponsorship Committee 
Chair Karen Obenchain; 
Queen and Court Com-
mittee Chair Susan Teass; 
Entertainment Committee 
Chair and Carnival Co-

Chair Joey Nicely; and Me-
dia Committee Chair Mary 
Beth Layman.

Th e Dogwood Festival is 
fi nanced through fundrais-
ing events, donations, and 
sponsorships, along with 
fees from concessions, ven-
dors, and the carnival.

Anyone interested in vol-
unteering for this year’s festi-
val should contact Beth Ab-
bott at bethandtodd@cox.
net or call (540)556-6435. 
Th e committee will be de-
lighted to hear from you, 
and it might turn into your 
family tradition as well.

Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine is impacting 
global grain exports and 
production, oilseeds, 
fertilizer and petroleum, 
and is creating volatility 
for Virginia farmers.

“Ukraine is a coun-
try that’s sensitive to 
shipping and sensitive 
to agricultural produc-
tion,” noted Robert 
Harper, Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation grain 
manager. “Ukraine is 
one of the top five corn 
producers in the world.”

Harper said that over 
1 billion bushels of 
corn are exported from 
Ukraine, but because of 
the conflict, that crop 
will not be planted this 
year.

“This is creating ex-
treme volatility in the 
futures markets,” he ex-
plained.

Qu Dongyu, direc-
tor general of the Food 
and Agriculture Orga-
nization of the Unit-
ed Nations, wrote in 
a Morning Ag Clips op-
ed that Russia is the 
world’s largest exporter 
of wheat, and Ukraine 
is the fifth largest. To-
gether, they supply 19% 
of the world’s barley, 
14% of wheat and 4% of 
corn, making up more 
than one-third of global 
cereal exports.

Since more than 30% 
of the world’s wheat 
comes from the Black 
Sea nations like Russia 
and Ukraine, “traders 

Turmoil in the world’s breadbasket 
adversely affecting Va. farmers

see that as 30% of the 
world’s wheat disap-
pearing,” Harper said. 
“And the world is trying 
to figure out what we’ll 
do if we lose 30% of our 
wheat.”

Compounding this 
is the inability of com-
mercial vessels to travel 
freely through the Black 
Sea, where Ukrainian 
ports have shuttered. 
That affects grains, 
crude oil and fertilizer, 
Harper noted. “Produc-
ers in Virginia will be 
dealing with the conse-
quences of that.”

Dr. Mark Alley, pro-
fessor emeritus of crop 
and soil environmen-
tal sciences at Virginia 
Tech, told a gathering of 
cotton growers March 
10 that the components 
of major fertilizers used 
in Virginia agriculture 

also are affected.
“Belarus and Russia 

are significant exporters 
of potash and nitrogen, 
and these are now off 
the world market,” Alley 
said. Fertilizer prices in 
the U.S. have increased 
as much as 200% from 
this time last year.

Lewis Everett, a cot-
ton, peanut, and small 
grains farmer in South-
ampton County, said 
the rise in fertilizer 
prices is negatively af-
fecting his farm.

He said even though 
prices for cotton are 
decent, inflation, sup-
ply issues and extreme-
ly high fertilizer costs 
mean that he’ll oper-
ate in a deficit. “Even 
though we’re looking at 
a high commodity price, 
our cost of production 
is going to offset the 

margin difference in 
accelerated or inflated 
cotton price.”

Everett added that 
he’s concerned about 
the availability of sup-
plies as well as the in-
creasing costs of fertil-
izer and fuel. “And at 
what level of the ratio 
between the commod-
ity price and the cost of 
production does it fall 
out at a net margin?”

He said the cost of 
nitrogen has more than 
doubled, and he typi-
cally applies it to the 
cotton throughout the 
growing season. “So 
that’s just one fertil-
izer product … that will 
definitely sting a little 
bit as we move into the 
’22 production year.”

From Virginia’s Farm 
Bureau
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STATEWIDE ADSSTATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION
’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Trustee's Sale 
3772 Lithia Road, 

Buchanan, VA 
24066 

(Parcel ID: 77-38B) 

Legals -     
Botetourt County

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during util-
ity power outages, so your home 

STATEWIDE ADS

Legals -     
Botetourt County

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call 
for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

LIVESTOCK SALES

Knoll Crest Farm Spring Bull 
and Female Sale, Saturday, 
April 9, 2022 at Noon. Featur-
ing 80+ Angus, Polled Hereford, 
Gelbvieh and Balancer Bulls. 40 
Elite Registered Angus, Hereford 
& Balancer Bred Heifers. 75+ 
Commercial Bred Heifers. Knoll 
Crest Farm, Red House, VA 434-
376-3567. Call or visit KnollCrest-
Farm.com to pre-register!

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you  ll 
your open positions! Promote job 

listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital Ad-
vertising Solutions reaching po-
tential candidates. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member.  HYPERLINK “ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 

https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and other  nal 
expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit  HYPERLINK “http://
www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974

Legals -     
Botetourt County

VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Ja-
son Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is lo-
cated at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 
1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 

School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@veri-
zon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 

7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 
9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

REPUTATION 
Read Psalms 3:1-8; 69:1-36

Whenever a Christian public fi gure sins, or any of God’s peo-
ple sins, unsaved people inevitably cry, “Hypocrite! I won’t be 
a Christian if  that’s what they’re like!” As the body of Christ, 
when one of us sins, we all share in the bad characterization. 
Because we represent Christ to the world, our good or bad 
reputation refl ects on Him.

May those who hope in you not be disgraced because of me, O 
Lord, the Lord Almighty; may those who seek you not be put 
to shame because of me, O God of Israel (Psalm 69:6).

David had sinned before God, and was deeply repentant. Dav-
id’s main concerns were not that his transgression be concealed 
or that his reputation be saved. One of his foremost prayers 
was that God’s reputation and that of God’s people would be 
protected from disgrace and shame. Perhaps this is one of the 
many reasons why David was called “a man after God’s own 
heart.”

Prayer for Today: Holy Spirit, please help me to remember that 
secret sins are not secret. Please help me to focus on giving You 
a good name before the world and my fellow believers.

Quicklook: Psalm 69:1–6
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MAKE AN 

“A”
IN 

ADVERTISING!

EXPENDITURES: FY 2023
FY 2022 Advertised Increase

GENERAL GOVERNMENT: Budget Budget (Decrease)

          Subtotal: 53,774,822$               58,347,124$                4,572,302$                         

Law Library 17,600$                      17,600$                       -$                                        

SCHOOLS:

        Subtotal: 128,813,860$             133,273,491$              4,459,631$                         

County Capital 3,580,645$                 3,644,973$                  64,328$                              

Debt Service 24,722,725$               24,722,725$                -$                                        

Economic Development 380,000$                    380,000$                     -$                                        

COUNTY TOTAL 211,289,652$             220,385,913$              9,096,261$                         

RESOURCES: FY 2022 FY 2023 Increase
Budget Advertised Budget (Decrease)

REVENUE:
General Undesignated Revenue:

     Total Undesignated Revenue

     Total Designated Revenue

     Total Fund Balance
TOTAL RESOURCES 211,289,652$             220,385,913$              9,096,261$                         

L E G A L N O T I C E
County of Montgomery, Virginia
Synopsis of Advertised Budget

for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2023
This budget synopsis is prepared and published pursuant to Section 15.2-2506 of Code of Virginia, for 
information and  scal planning purposes only.
A hearing will be held by the Board of Supervisors on April 7, 2022 at 6:15 P.M. at the County Govern-
ment Center Board Room, 755 Roanoke Street, Christiansburg, Virginia at which time any citizen of the 
County shall have the opportunity to attend and state his or her views on the advertised budget.
A copy of the Advertised Budget is available for inspection at the County Government Center, in the 
County Administrator’s Of  ce, 755 Roanoke Street, Christiansburg; the Blacksburg Library, 200 Miller 
St., Blacksburg; the Christiansburg Library, 125 Sheltman St., Christiansburg; the Meadowbrook Library, 
267 Alleghany Springs Road, Shawsville; the Blacksburg Community Center, 725 Patrick Henry Dr., 
Blacksburg; the Christiansburg Recreation Center, 1600 N. Franklin St., Christiansburg; the Blacksburg 
Municipal Building, in the Town Manager’s Of  ce, 300 S. Main St., Blacksburg; and the Christiansburg
Town Hall, in the Town Manager’s Of  ce, 100 E. Main St., Christiansburg.

(1) Real Estate Tax Rate based on $0.89 per $100 of Assessed Valuation.
Personal Property Tax Rate Based on $2.55 per $100 Assessed Valuation.
By Order of the Board of Supervisors:
F. Craig Meadows, County Administrator
County of Montgomery, Virginia

Services - 
Business

Hill Turner 
Landscaping 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

*ESTATE SALE - 
BLOW OUT SALE - 

LAST CHANCE* 

Auctions

 

Farm Retirement 
Auction

Auctions For Sale - Furniture

Moving Sale 

Cemetery Plots & 
Monuments

For Sale 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

Legals - City of 
Salem

PUBLIC NOTICE 

jpa.permits@mrc.virginia. 
gov

Notice 

Legals - City of 
Salem

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

Deputy Clerk 
Botetourt County 

Circuit Court 

Help Wanted - 
General

Quality Inn Radford 

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Help Wanted  
Salem 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ004883-09-00 

Legals - 
Montgomery County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL22000468-00 

Legals - 
Montgomery County

To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

ADVERTISE!
To place a classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER HEADLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

JOHN’S CAMERAS & RECORDS 
213 Draper Rd. NW,  Downtown Blacksburg      

   

WE BUY USED VINYL RECORDS 
We pay top dollar for good classic rock vinyl records

WE BUY CAMERAS
We buy 35 mm and medium format cameras

25 Wendover Road, 
Daleville, VA 24083

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

Larry Hall steps down from directing wrestling tournaments after 37 years
Valley wrestling icon was fi rst director of state tournaments at the Salem Civic Center and every one since

Larry Hall isn’t retiring from wres-
tling, he’s just stepping back from 
being in charge. After being a wrestler, 
coach, referee and tournament director 
for close to 60 years the sport is in his 
blood.

“Larry is ‘Mr Wrestling’ in Southwest 
Virginia,” said Carey Harveycutter, 
who worked closely with Hall during 
state tournaments when Carey man-
aged the Salem Civic Center. “He 
coordinated the VHSL events in Salem 
for over 20 years and coordinated the 
NCAA DIII Championship in Roanoke 
a few years ago. He has unbelievable 
skills in coordinating massive wres-
tling events.”

That’s what Larry is stepping away 
from. When he directed the Class 1,2 
and 3 state championships at the Salem 
Civic Center in February the “Big 
Dance” was his last dance.

“I told everyone I needed to get out 
of directing tournaments,” he said. “It 
takes a tremendous amount of time and 
I have some other things I need to deal 
with. I’ll still come watch and maybe 
be a scorer for them. I’ve always said 
the best seat for a match is to be the 
referee, and the next best is the score-
keeper.”

Larry has indeed been “Mr. 
Wrestling” in the Roanoke Valley and 
beyond for many years. He’s a charter 
member of the area wrestling Hall of 
Fame and a familiar face at most of the 
big tournaments in the area. He served 
as director for the Titan Toughman, 
the Big Orange, the Region 3D tourna-
ments and many other events in the 
past year and in prior years.

“Larry Hall has taken wrestling in 
the Roanoke Valley to where it cur-
rently is,” said Lord Botetourt coach 
Chuck Burton. “He has put in countless 
hours to our great sport and has done so 
with the best interest of the wrestlers at 
all times. He will surely be missed by 
many in the Roanoke Valley, but I'm 
sure he'll always be around if needed.”

No doubt, as Larry has been around 
or on the mats since he was a 95 pound 
sophomore at Northside High School 
in 1963. Ken Shelton, who is revered 

to this day by many as the father of 
wrestling in the Roanoke Valley, had 
just taken a job as the Viking coach. He 
would go on to build a strong program 
at Northside and was a mentor to many 
as the sport took hold in the area.

“I was his first Northside wrestler to 
step on the mat, and I got his first win,” 
said Hall. “He was a fantastic coach. 
He taught me everything I knew.”

Shelton led the Vikings to three 
straight region championships in his 
first three years. Larry placed at the 
state when all schools in Virginia 
participated in just one tournament, 
and earned a partial scholarship to 
Appalachian State to wrestle in col-
lege. 

“Five of the 10 wrestlers on a very 
powerful Appalachian State team 
were from Northside,” said Hall, who 
joined former Vikings Dickie Myers, 
Ron Childress, Stan Parker and Ivan 
Winston on the Mountaineer mats. 
There he wrestled for another outstand-
ing coach, Steve Gabriel.

“He coached at Appalachian High 
School and never lost a match in 20 
some years,” said Hall. “His closest 
match was against Northside when I 
was on the team.”

Larry wrestled four years at 
Appalachian State and then served two 
years as a graduate assistant. It was 
at that time that he was introduced to 
another aspect of the sport, officiating.

“I was a junior in college and the 
coach asked me if I wanted to referee a 
high school match,” he recalls. “They 
had a win streak of 63 matches and that 
night they lost. Their AD was the for-
mer wrestling coach at the school and 
he comes in the lockerroom after the 
match, balls up the check and throws it 
at me and tells me to never come back 
again. I guess some people just have to 
blame their losses on someone else.”

In 1970 Larry returned to Northside 
to succeed his mentor, Ken Shelton, as 
Vikings’ wrestling coach. Shelton had 
taken a job at the The Citadel as wres-
tling coach and professor and Larry 
kept the tradition alive. In his eight 
years as coach the Vikings won the 

Blue Ridge District all 
eight years and won the 
region four times.

“We had some really 
good teams,” he said. 
“Alot of the kids went to 
college and we had some 
All-Americans.”

In 13 years at 
Northside he coached 
golf, freshman football, 
girls’ track and ten-
nis before moving to 
William Fleming for four 
years, where he coached 
soccer. He spent a year 
at James River as ath-
letic director and assis-
tant principal, then spent 
three years as principal at 
the Botetourt Technical 
Education Center. That 
was followed by 17 years 
as Director of Operations 
for Botetourt County 
Schools. 

During that time he 
never stepped away from 

the mats. He started officiating after he 
quit coaching, and in addition to doing 
high school matches he refereed at the 
Southern Conference Tournament and 
the NCAA Division III regional.

In 1987 the Virginia High School 
League held the Class 1 state tourna-
ment at Natural Bridge High School 
and Larry was appointed as Director. 
Three years later he talked to Larry 
Johnson of the VHSL and Harveycutter 
about combining Class 1 & 2 and hold-
ing it at the Salem Civic Center. That 
was 31 years ago and the civic center 
has been hosting state wrestling ever 
since, with Hall as Director. At one 
time the civic center had four classes 
all on the same weekend, and most 
recently it has hosted Class 1, 2 and 3.

Times have changed during that 
time. When Larry started everything 
was done on paper, and now everything 
is wireless with matches streamed for 
fans to watch on their computers. 

While a lot has changed, one thing 
has remained the same. . .Larry Hall 
has been in charge. Now, that will 
change as well.

“For the past 12 years there’s been a 
tournament about every weekend,” he 
said. “It’s gotten to where it just takes 
up too much of my time. They’re start-
ing in November and, with the col-
leges, it goes all the way into March.”

Larry’s patient wife, Debbie, will 
glad to see him at home on week-
ends. Their two daughters, Carla and 
Hollie, went to James River where 
Hollie played on a state championship 
softball team. Carla would sing the 
national anthem at the state champion-
ship finals.

“It’s hard on the family,” he said. 
“When Hollie scored her 1,000th point 
in basketball I didn’t get to see it.”

The local high school coaches 
appreciate what he’s done.

“Running a wrestling tournament is 
a thankless job -- if everything goes 

great no one notices but the minute 
something goes wrong everyone notic-
es,” said Glenvar coach Jason Cline. 
“Larry has been a staple of wrestling 
in Virginia for years and he's run a lot 
of great tournaments in the area.  

“One thing that lots of folks don't 
see is the time that he and his crew 
of workers devote to these tourna-
ments ends up generating donations 
that give local kids scholarships 
through the Roanoke Valley Wrestling 
Association.  Every year that organi-
zation has given thousands of dollars 
toward wrestlers furthering their edu-
cation and he's been leading that orga-
nization for as long as I can remember. 
Wrestling's an intense sport but Larry's 
always been a calm presence at the 
head scorer's table and the impact he's 
had on countless kids' lives is immea-
surable.  He will be missed.”

Hall also served as Mayor of 
Buchanan for six years, and he’s cur-
rently serving as “Clerk of the Works” 
for the renovation project at Salem 
High School. 

Larry trained Tyler Deacon, the 
athletic director at Northside High, to 
take over the role of directing tourna-
ments. With Hall at his side Tyler 
directed the Region 3D tournament 
at Northside in February and Larry is 
comfortable turning over the reins to 
Deacon.

“In my 37 years working with the 
VHSL I’ve made so many friends in 
our wrestling family,” he said. “I think 
we’ve run great tournaments and we 
have the best officials, I’ve prided 
myself on that.

“It’s been a lot of work, but it’s 
been a lot of fun, too. To be at the state 
finals and see the lights go out and the 
red and green smoke as they enter the 
arena to be introduced and try to win 
a state championship, that’s just great 
fun. It’s something I really enjoy, and 
I’m still planning to be there.” 

Hall won the first match coached by legendary Northside 
coach Ken Shelton when Larry was a sophomore on the 
Vikings wrestling team.

Larry Hall enjoys his last weekend of directing state wrestling at the Salem Civic 
Center in February. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

It’s spring break for Roanoke County 
schools and there is a limited schedule of 
activities this week. Th ere were no William 
Byrd High School sports activities on the 
schedule from Saturday, March 26 through 
today, March 31.

Th ings pick up on Friday with the Byrd 
baseball team at Carroll County, and on 
Saturday the Terriers will be at Hidden 
Valley for a jayvee-varsity doubleheader 
beginning at noon. Th e Byrd softball team 
has two games in Franklin County that day 
as the Eagles host an invitational.

Th ings pick back up with a full sched-
ule of action next Tuesday, April 5th. All 
Terriers teams play Hidden Valley with 
the baseball, softball, girls’ soccer and girls’ 
tennis teams at home while the boys soccer 
and tennis teams go to Hidden Valley.

Th e fi rst track meet of the season will be 
on Wednesday, April  6, at Staunton River. 
Byrd had a meet postponed by inclement 
weather last week.

A week from today, on April 7, the girls’ 
lacrosse team is at William Fleming, the 
girls soccer team is at Alleghany and the 
boys’ soccer team will be home at Patterson 
Stadium to host Bassett.

Former William Byrd 
High School baseball 
coach Neil Zimmerman 
was recognized at the 
first baseball game of 
the season and thanked 
for his six years of 
coaching at WBHS. He 
was presented with a 
Terrier baseball jersey 
signed by the 2021 team. 
Zimmerman took over the 
job of head coach in 2015 
and stepped down when 
the 2021 season ended. 
He grew up playing for 
outstanding youth teams 
in Vinton and was a 
sophomore on the 1997 
state championship 
Terrier team. After 
graduating from Byrd in 
1999, Zimmerman played 
four years at Ferrum 
College.

Former Byrd 
baseball 
coach 
recognized

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Spring break yields 
light schedule for high 
school sports teams
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mended RVCS because of 
its excellent reputation and 
its long history of a strong 
international program. In 
the 2021-2022 school year, 
RVCS has two students 
from Mainland China and 
three from Taiwan.

Currently a junior, Matt 
is enrolled in Calculus, 
Chemistry, American His-
tory, English, Bible, art, 
and computer courses, with 
art his favorite. He no lon-
ger studies formally with 
Dreyer Coaching in his off  
hours from school. How-
ever, the Dreyers seem to 
include English instruction 
in everyday conversation 
and make every eff ort to 
expand his vocabulary in a 
“natural environment,” just 
as they would with their 
children.

Matt has made excel-
lent progress at the school 
in his three years there. He 
is already preparing for the 
next step in his education, 
taking his PSAT and SATs 
and considering various 
four-year colleges and uni-
versities. 

He will also be taking 
the challenging Test of 
English as a Foreign Lan-
guage (TOEFL), which 
measures the English lan-
guage ability of non-native 
speakers wishing to enroll 
in English-speaking uni-
versities. Th e tests cover 
English reading, listening, 
speaking, and writing skills 
and indicate the ability to 
apply the language.

Scott says Matt’s scores 
have been “awesome.” He is 
being recruited by colleges, 

receiving mail almost daily 
from schools “interested in 
him.” Currently, the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh is at 
the top of his list, mainly 
because of his friends there.

Matt is contemplating 
what to major in. He is cur-
rently focused on biology, 
considering a career as a 
physician’s assistant.

Matt came to the United 
States interested in sports—
he has a passion for bad-
minton. Unfortunately, he 
has found little opportunity 
to continue with that sport, 
but he plays soccer quite 
well. In October 2021, he 
was awarded the coveted 
Coaches’ Award at RVCS.

“Th is is a huge honor 
that shows his coaches not 
only appreciate his athletic 
skills but also his leader-
ship, character, and deter-
mination!” Scott said.

“Some people just have 
a commanding presence,” 
his coach said in present-
ing the award. “Some may 
be in a place of authority or 
leadership; some may have 
strength or great physical 
gifts, but others may not. 
Th ey just have an attitude, 
a swagger, a confi dence. 
Th is player just has a swag-
ger. A walk. It’s like he’s 
listening to some smooth 
jazz, and the rest of us don’t 
know what we are miss-
ing. Whether he is strolling 
onto the fi eld or sauntering 
off , he is in charge.

“He has a quiet grace, 
and I can only remember 
him getting angry at the 
other team or the referee 
once all season on a call he 

deserved. If he got mad at 
other times, he expressed 
it in ways I couldn’t un-
derstand. He played the 
point position for us most 
of the season and ended the 
year with four goals and 
one assist, and his quiet 
and relaxed leadership at 
the front of our formation 
was important for some of 
our younger players. It is 
for these reasons I awarded 
him the 2021 Coaches’ 
Award; he was also a Vir-
ginia Association of Chris-
tian Athletics (VACA) All-
State fi nalist.”

Matt still communicates 
regularly on weekends with 
his family via Facetime and 
WeChat. His mother still 
teaches; his father, a chem-
ist, has now retired. He says 
one of the challenges to liv-
ing in America, separated 
from his family, is missing 
his younger brother, now 
seven years old. He says 
his parents have discussed 
sending his brother to the 
United States to study, 
perhaps when he reaches 
middle school age.

Th e original plan was for 
Matt to spend the school 
year living in Vinton with 
the Dreyers and then return 
home to his family in Chi-
na each summer. Th e pan-
demic disrupted that plan, 
which struck in the spring 
of 2020. Because of all the 
health and travel restric-
tions, he could not return 
home to visit his family that 
fi rst summer.

However, he made it 
home to China last sum-
mer in 2021—although it 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS 
Chinese student Matt Chen with Scott Dreyer of Dreyer Coaching.
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was a long and complicated 
endeavor, it was almost 
overwhelming. 

Matt began making 
plans in January last year. 
He bought his tickets early 
for a May departure. Still, 
Matt had much to deal 
with on his way home to 
visit his family—COVID 
testing en route, talks with 
consulates, quarantining 
for several weeks in San 
Francisco, Shanghai, and 
Beijing. Because he was 
under the age of 18 at the 
time, he stayed in Airbnb’s, 
not a hotel. As a result, he’ll 
be staying put in America 
this coming summer.

Matt has been able to 
do more traveling within 

the U.S. now that restric-
tions are easing. He visited 
Disney World over Th anks-
giving with international 
student friends and looks 
forward to taking his family 
there when they can come 
to visit.

Matt isn’t driving yet, 
although that is on his to-
do list. He has his learner’s 
permit but says he needs to 
buy a car before getting his 
driver’s license. Since he is 
here on a student visa, Matt 
is not permitted to get a 
job, unlike many of his 
friends.

As for Dreyer Coaching, 
the school is still thriving. 
During these diffi  cult times 
internationally, the benefi ts 

of online English instruc-
tion are obvious—small 
student-focused classes of 
no more than six students; 
professional, experienced 
native-speaking English 
teachers teaching in Eng-
lish with American text-
books; classes conducted 
safely at home available at 
any time with parents able 
to observe; and courses of-
fered year-round which can 
be accessed from anywhere 
in the world.

For more information 
on Dreyer Coaching, visit 
their website at www.Drey-
ercoaching.com or their 
Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/Drey-
erCoaching.

tary school as the only non-
hearing person, to learning 
tennis and upsetting the ju-
nior tennis world, to winning 
a walk-on spot on his college 
squad, and finally making the 
United States Tennis Team in 
the Deaf World Games.”

“With the help of his fam-
ily, Minns is able to make it 
in a hearing world--and with 
the help of God, he is able to 
win this never-to-be-forgot-
ten match.”

Eldridge describes the film 
as “The Blind Side meets 
Rocky—on the tennis court.”

ReelWorks is based in 
Charlotte. They have worked 
with Liberty University and 
their film students in the past 
on other projects. Eldridge 
says they like to produce films 
that have inspirational mes-
sages for the general market. 
He was especially touched by 
the story of Brad Minns, who 
learned to communicate by 
reading lips.

Eldridge says the film com-
pany is glad to give back by 
mentoring students from Lib-
erty who have declared a ma-
jor in film and giving upper-
classmen hands-on experience 
working with the profession-
als from ReelWorks. Often 
when students graduate from 
college, they have little prac-
tical experience to list on 
their resumes as they apply 
for jobs; this group can say 
they helped produce “Never 
Give Up.”

As for how the company 
ended up filming a scene for 

the movie in Vinton, the lo-
cation manager from Liberty 
came across photos of Jerry’s 
online. They needed a nos-
talgic setting from the 1970s 
and ‘80s. Jerry’s projects that 
atmosphere, filled with mem-
orabilia from those times. 

The location manager 
came and took some pho-
tos, showed them to those 
in charge of the production, 
who decided it was “perfect 
for the film.”

Owner Jerry Lamb first 
opened the restaurant on 
Washington Avenue 18 years 
ago in 2004. He says he has 
gathered all the vintage piec-
es on display on the shelves 
and the walls of his restau-
rant from yard and consign-
ment sales through the years 
and gifts he has received from 
others.

The film students were 
careful to take photos of the 
mementos in their places so 
that they could be returned 
to the correct spot once the 
filming ended. Students are 
taught to “respect the loca-
tion you are working in and 
maintain its integrity.”

Eldridge says the company 
mainly films in “practical lo-
cations” to create an “authen-
tic feel.” 

Filming for “Never Give 
Up” began on March 22 in 
locations within a 50-mile 
radius of Lynchburg. He ex-
pects filming to be completed 
in the middle of April with 
plans to release the film in the 
second quarter of 2023.

Last week’s filming was a 
tennis court scene at a private 
school in Lynchburg, then 
on spring break. Next week’s 
scene will depict the Minns’ 
home, using another Lynch-
burg location.

The film segment at Jerry’s 
came from the middle of the 
story as Brad Minns (at age 
7), and his mother dined out. 
Jerry and his general manager 
Lisa Payne were actually pre-
paring some of the props for 
the movie to feed 25—chick-
en nuggets, hot dogs, grilled 
cheese, French fries—but not 
the sausage poofs and straw-
berry jam that made Jerry’s 
famous. Additionally, one 
of the film students created 
some “fake ice cream” with 
strawberries and yogurt.

The restaurant was over-
flowing with film equip-
ment—lights, cameras, moni-
tors, microphones, dollies, 
and more. Setting up took 
several hours. Eldridge says, 
“most of the time, it takes 
all morning to get a minute’s 
worth of actual usable film.”

He says that as a producer, 
most of his work was com-
pleted before the beginning 
of filming. He was on the set 
mainly to answer questions 
and solve problems.

One challenge they faced 
on this movie shoot was find-
ing four young men whose 
features were similar enough 
to play Minns as he matured 
from age 3 to 7 to 14 to 20.

Scotty Curlee, a profes-
sor in the film department 

at Liberty and co-producer 
of “Never Give Up,” was on 
hand for the filming in Vin-
ton. He said that his students 
had received both general and 
specialized training to prepare 
them for the film’s produc-
tion.

Patrick Jamison, a junior at 
LU who serves as background 
coordinator for the film, was 
responsible for coming up 
with the “extras” needed to 
fill the tables in the restau-
rant during the scene. He said 
that mainly he found them by 
word-of-mouth and network-
ing, reaching out to attract 
those who might want to be 
part of the telling of this sto-
ry. He said he has chosen film 
as a career because he “loves 
getting to tell stories that will 
impact people in a positive 
way.”

The actual filming ses-
sion opened with Scripture, 
prayer, and reminders about 
safety on the set. The com-
pany and LU had done their 
best to ensure personal safety 
with COVID testing before 
filming began last week and 
required masks, except for the 
actors as they were perform-
ing.

The film crew was also ad-
monished not to try crossing 
busy Washington Avenue to 
Lynn Haven Baptist Church, 
a holding and catering area 
for the film crew and actors, 
but to wait for transportation.

One Liberty student com-
mented that the filming was 
“a bit chaotic, super fun, and 

a great learning experience—
although getting up at 5 a.m. 
is a little daunting.”

A junior from Charlottes-
ville, Joe Housel, explained 
that the film is this year’s 
“Junior Class Project.” All of 
the students on the crew are 
members of the junior class 
at LU. Every spring, students 
enrolled in the Junior Film 
Class participate in a special 
hands-on project, hopefully 
actually producing a film. 
They indicate which niche in 
film production they might 
want to explore and hope-
fully are assigned to that duty. 
Most are more interested in 
working behind the camera 
than in front as actors.

This is a four-week en-
deavor. Some students ma-
joring in specific fields will 
continue into the editing pro-
cess. Housel said he isn’t sure 
where his film major will take 
him, but he believes he has 
some talents in the field and 
has a “Christian obligation to 
use his talents for the glory of 
God.”

ReelWorks will be releas-
ing another film completed 
in conjunction with LU, en-
titled “The Mulligan Movie,” 
on April 18 and 19, on about 
1000 screens across the na-
tion—including Lynchburg 
and Roanoke. Sixty Liberty 
students were involved with 
that project, which featured 
some notable actors, includ-
ing Eric Close, Nancy Staf-
ford, and Pat Boone, and was 
filmed in North Georgia.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
From left are Jerry’s Restaurant General Manager Lisa Payne, owner Jerry Lamb, 
and ReelWorks Studios CEO Rick Eldridge

Jerry’s Restaurant on Washington Avenue turned into a movie production site for 
“Never Give Up” on March 29.

Never Give Up from page 1
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