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The 2022 Vinton Dogwood 
Queen will be crowned at noon on 
April 30 at the Municipal Building 
by Mayor Brad Grose. The queen 
and her court will then lead the Fes-
tival Parade from the Vinton War 
Memorial down Washington Avenue 
through the streets of downtown 
Vinton.

The Dogwood Court is made up 
of 10 seniors from William Byrd 
High School, nominated by the fac-
ulty. They are interviewed by a panel 
of judges the morning of the festival 
who then select the queen.

The young women vying for this 
year’s title of Dogwood Queen are 
Sela Beatty, Chloe Harrilla, Mi-
cah Kiker, Emilie McCaskill, Jenna 
Nicely, Jaylen Rosser, Mya Rosser, 
Ashlyn Stover, Madison Tuck, and 
Victoria Watts. This may be the first 
Dogwood Court to include a set of 
twins.

Sela Beatty is the daughter of Le-
titia Hawkins Beatty and Tim Beat-
ty. She attends both WBHS and the 
Burton Center for Arts and Technol-
ogy, studying in the Mass Commu-
nications Program at BCAT. 

Her high school activities include 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
(FCA), the Reindeer Club, Terrier 
TV, the Prevention Club, Student 
Voice, and Habitat for Humanity. 
She is a member of Class Council 
and a Raysac REAL team member. 
She is Senior Class President, Stu-
dent Equity President, and Preven-
tion Club President.

Beatty recently signed a letter of 
intent to continue her education 
and her athletic career in track at 
Radford University, where she plans 
to major in communications. She 
has gone All State in track and field 
five times in her high school years. 
She also competed in the Nike Na-
tionals in Staten Island, New York.

Her hobbies are running, film 
making, volunteering, and paint-
ing. She recently won a Silver Key 
for one of her paintings “Rise and 
Shine” in the Southwest Virginia 
Regional Scholastic Art Competi-
tion. She has an Instagram page for 
her artwork @sela_presents_.

She serves as a gymnastics coach 
at Prestige Gymnastics Academy and 
is an intern with the Salem Red Sox 
as a production crew member. 

Chloe Harrilla is the daughter of 
Sharon and Joe Harrilla. She was 
voted Top Terrier by the students 
and faculty at Byrd for 2021-2022, 
the highest individual honor a stu-
dent can receive at WBHS. 

She has served on Senior Class 
Council this year, is a member of 
Beta Club, the FCA, and DECA, 
and has been a member of the Stu-
dent Council Association in her 
sophomore and senior years. She 
also served as a tour guide for rising 
ninth graders, and this year was an 
office runner. She earned the hon-
or of Junior Marshal based on her 
grade point average in May 2021.

She has been a member of both 
the indoor and outdoor varsity track 
team in all four years of high school, 
and on the volleyball team in grades 
10-12. She was named Blue Ridge 
District Runner of the Year for 
2021-2022, an All-State Athlete in 
2020-2021, and the 2019-2020 In-
door and Outdoor Field Event Ath-
lete of the Year. 

Harrilla has maintained several 
jobs during her high school years 
including working currently at the 
310 Rosemont Boutique, YMCA 

childcare, and Isabel Martinez 
Cleaning and Organizing Services. 
In past years, she has been employed 
at the Vistar Eye Center as a CO-
VID screener and at the Tropical 
Smoothie Café. She has also given 
her time as an elementary/middle 
school meet and youth volleyball 
camp volunteer.

She plans to earn her Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing degree from 
James Madison University. After 
working to pay off her student debt, 
she plans to return to school to spe-
cialize as a Mental Health nurse.

Her hobbies include travel-
ing, reading, writing, working out, 
Crossfit, painting, photography, 
cleaning and organization, and 
working in retail. 

Micah Kiker is the daughter of 
Tosha and Joshua Kiker. Her high 
school activities include playing 
varsity lacrosse in ninth and 10th 
grades. She has been a member of 
Habitat for Humanity the past two 
years and served as president this 
year. She has been a DECA member 
throughout high school and is an of-
ficer this year. She is also a member 
of the Beta Club and the FCA.

She has been dancing with Floyd 
Ward for 15 years, is a member of 
her church youth group, and is em-
ployed as a manager at Chick-fil-A. 
She says she loves to travel.

Kiker plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Tennessee and major in Busi-
ness Administration. 

Emilie McCaskill is the daughter 
of Angela Peterson and Mark Mc-
Caskill. Her high school activities 
include playing varsity basketball 
for all four years, being captain this 
year and a 1000-point scorer. She 
has played varsity tennis throughout 
high school as well. 

She is the Student Council Presi-
dent, FCA President, and a member 
of the Leo Club and Beta Club. She 
is also a youth intern at Vinton Bap-
tist Church and an active member 
of the church serving on the Youth 
Leadership Team.

Her hobbies include running, 
playing basketball and tennis, trav-
eling, organizing, and volunteering. 
She spent part of the summer of 
2021 visiting two families in France 
she met through the Roanoke Val-
ley Sister Cities Program. McCaskill 
says she learned French before she 
learned English, due to French au 
pairs who lived with her family 
when she was a child.

McCaskill plans to attend the 
University of Virginia to major in 
chemistry. Her goal is to attend 
medical school and become an or-
thopedic surgeon.

Jenna Nicely is the daughter of 
Randy and Sherry Nicely. Her high 
school activities include studying at 
the BCAT Early Childhood Educa-
tion program in grades 9 and 10; 
and being a member of the DECA 
Club, the FCA, and Beta Club. She 
has been a member of the Leo Club 
all four years of high school and 
serves as president as a senior. She 
was a member of Teachers for To-
morrow as a junior and did a teach-
ing internship at BCAT as a senior. 
She has completed teaching intern-
ships at East Salem and Herman L. 
Horn Elementary schools, at TAP 
Headstart, and is now at Bonsack 
Elementary.

She has volunteered at the Rescue 
Mission and the Keystone Commu-
nity Center. She is involved in the 
Youth Stick Ministry drama group 
at Villa Heights Baptist Church. She 

2022 Dogwood Queen to be crowned on 
April 30; 10 Byrd seniors vying for title

Sela Beatty Jaylen Rosser

Chloe Harrilla Mya Rosser

Micah Kiker Ashlyn Stover

Emilie McCaskill Madison Tuck

Jenna Nicely Victoria WattsSee Dogwood Court, page 3
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Vinton Police Sgt. Silas 
Chapman has been named 
Officer of the Year for 2021.
He was recognized by Town 
Council at its meeting on 
April 19. Chief Fabricio 
Drumond commented that 
this coveted and prestigious 
award comes with “high val-
ue” as it is voted on by Chap-
man’s peers, his fellow officers 
in the police department.

In addition, Chapman re-
ceived the 2021 Leadership 
Award; Drumond said that 
receiving both awards in the 
same year is something that 
has never happened before.

“Sgt. Chapman is an ex-
emplary officer who demon-
strates the distinct pattern of a 
community servant, coupled 
with professional develop-
ment,” Drumond said. Each 
year “we highlight one indi-
vidual for high esteem, Esprit 
de Corp, and the dedication 
of their own time for the bet-
terment of humanity.” 

Drumond shared com-
ments from other officers 
about Chapman’s value to 
the department and why they 
chose him for the award:

“He is known for his reli-
able work ethic and reports 
to work, day-in-day-out, 
without absence. He is a sure 
leader and serves as an exam-
ple for every officer. Whether 
on-duty or off-duty, he always 
portrays a positive attitude 
and gives high respect to all 
his peers.”

“Sgt. Chapman is well-
rounded and exceeds the re-
quirements of his duties. He 
approaches all with fairness, 
dignity, and exceeds expecta-
tions by always being avail-
able to assist. He has sacrificed 
and forfeited his time with 
his family to ensure the over-
all success of the department. 
What is most important is 
that this officer does every-
thing with no expectation of 
reciprocity.”

“He is known to step up 
to any role the department 
requests of him. During his 
duties, he maintains a com-
posed demeanor that always 

resonates with the officers he 
serves with. This trait is a great 
example for those officers who 
are early in their careers. He 
possesses all the qualities one 
would want from their imme-
diate supervisor.” 

“During an individual 
career, you will work with all 
different types of people. If 
you’re lucky enough, some 
distinct individuals manage to 
leave you with a lifelong im-
pression and sometimes pave 
the way to the leader or role 
model you may want to be, or 
at least the qualities you would 
want to emulate. Attributes 
such as kindness, compassion, 
and supportive attitudes are 
the needed examples we seek 
and are generally inspired by. 
His passion is contagious. Un-
doubtedly, Sgt. Chapman will 
leave a lasting legacy with the 
Vinton Police Department of 
not only his professional suc-
cesses, but, most importantly, 
of how he made us feel. He 
will leave a legacy that endures 
beyond his time.”

Officer Brandon Settles 
was the recipient of the Life 
Saving Award for 2021. 

“On December 22, 2021, 
Officer Settles responded to 
an emergency call for a report 
of an unresponsive female,” 
said Deputy Chief Tim Law-
less. “Initial information re-
vealed that the patient was 
presently not breathing. Offi-
cer Settles arrived on the scene 
and immediately took action. 
He recognized the patient 
had a faint pulse and shallow 
breathing. While assessing, 
the patient stopped breathing 
and a pulse could no longer be 
found. With the deterioration 
of the patient’s health, Officer 
Settles initiated CPR. While 
performing CPR, the patient 
was successfully resuscitated 
and her care was turned over 
to medical personnel, who ar-
rived and transported her to a 
local hospital in stable condi-
tion.

“Officer Settles’ decisive ac-
tions unquestionably changed 
the outcome of a service call 
and gave a community mem-
ber another chance at life. Of-
ten law enforcement officers 

are called upon to deal with 
critical life-altering decisions. 
In this case, Officer Settles 
provided extraordinary care in 
a critical situation.”

Officer Andrew O’Connor 
was awarded the Certificate 
of Excellence for 2021. The 
story of his actions left council 
members speechless.

“On January 28, 2022, 
Officer O’Connor investi-
gated a report of grand larceny 
of tools from a work vehicle,” 
said Deputy Chief Lawless. 
“During the investigation, he 
forwarded critical informa-
tion, descriptions of the stolen 
items, and images obtained 
during his investigation to 
department personnel. The 
information he disseminated 
quickly produced additional 
information that the vehicle 
used in the larceny was report-
ed stolen from a neighboring 
jurisdiction.

“On that same date, Offi-
cer O’Connor responded to a 
motor vehicle crash and while 
investigating this unrelated 
event, he observed the stolen 
vehicle leaving Lake Drive 
Plaza. He notified the avail-
able units of his observations. 
The vehicle in question at-
tempted evasive maneuvers to 
hide from responding officers 
but was ultimately stopped by 
a Vinton officer.

“Despite all the variables, 
Officer O’Connor completed 
his motor vehicle accident 
investigation and responded 
to the traffic stop. During his 
investigation, O’Connor lo-
cated most of the stolen tools 
from the previous grand lar-
ceny and the remaining stolen 
items were located in a private 
residence. In addition to the 
recovered stolen property, the 
vehicle was able to be returned 
to the victim of the motor ve-
hicle theft.

“Through Officer 
O’Connor’s investigation, he 
was able to determine that 
the suspect had just shoplifted 
items from a business at Lake 
Drive Plaza, in addition to the 
passenger being wanted for 
active felony warrants from 
two outside jurisdictions.

“Officer O’Connor’s swift 
actions while investigating a 
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Chapman named Vinton Police Officer of the Year

grand larceny and keen obser-
vation skills solved multiple 
crimes in several jurisdictions 
including two grand larce-
nies, two felony warrants, and 
an unreported shoplifting. In 
addition, a Town of Vinton 
resident was able to continue 
earning a living by having his 
work tools returned, a victim 
was able to have their vehicle 
returned, and a Town of Vin-
ton business was not the vic-
tim of shoplifting.

“Officer O’Connor’s ac-
tions were so exemplary that 
both drivers involved in the 
unrelated motor vehicle ac-
cident expressed how im-
pressed they were with Of-
ficer O’Connor and how he 
was able to identify a stolen 
vehicle while investigating 
their accident.”

Officer Chris Shively 
was the recipient of the Traf-
fic Safety and Enforcement 
Award for 2021. 

“Two fundamental ob-
jectives of traffic safety and 
enforcement are to promote 
sustained compliance with 
traffic laws though deterrence 
and to prevent hazardous traf-
fic conditions from occur-
ring and therefore reduce the 
number of traffic accidents,” 
Chief Drumond said in an-
nouncing the award and its 
importance.

Recent studies on traffic 
safety indicate that the “per-
ception of police presence 
alone reduces crime.” Ag-
gressive traffic enforcement 
decreases motor vehicle col-
lisions, crash fatalities, and 
fatalities related to speed and 

decreased injury severity. The 
traffic stop is possibly one of 
the most valuable self-initiat-
ed actions that a police officer 
can perform. It is an easily im-
plemented injury prevention 
program with an immediate 
benefit. It is a clear and mea-
surable action that high-visi-
bility traffic enforcement is a 
necessity, has value, and does 
make our community safer.”

Acting Sgt. Jeremy Shrews-
bury was awarded both the 
DUI and Drug Safety Awards 
for 2021, awards which he 
also won in 2020 and 2019. 
It was pointed out that every 
day almost 30 people in the 
United States die in drunk-
driving crashes– one person 
every 50 minutes. 

According to the CDC, 
in 2016, more than 1 mil-
lion people were arrested for 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol or narcotics. The 
CDC says that a drunk driver 
will drive 80 times under the 
influence before their first ar-
rest. It further reported that 
marijuana users are 25% 
more likely to be involved in 
a crash than drivers with no 
evidence of marijuana use.

Drumond stated, “Tough 
enforcement of our drunk 
driving laws is a major con-
tributor to reducing unneces-
sary and preventable deaths. 
One of the main goals of 
drunk driving enforcement is 
to raise the perception among 
drivers that if they choose 
to drive drunk, they will be 
stopped, investigated, and ar-
rested.

“As for drug safety, crimi-

nal organizations exploit 
far too many lives creating 
debilitating addictions that 
continue to introduce illegal 
substances into our com-
munities– at the expense of 
human lives. No matter how 
large the odds, how bad the 
crisis, law enforcement will 
continue to combat these poi-
sonous substances that hurt so 
many and influence so much 
of our crime today

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Vinton Police Chief Fabricio Drumond and Deputy Chief Tim Lawless recognized 
several of their officers who were the recipients of 2021 Police Department Awards 
at the Town Council meeting on April 19. Shown left to right are Chief Drumond; 
Officer Chris Shively, who was presented with the Traffic Safety and Enforcement 
Award; Officer Brandon Settles, who received the Life Saving Award; Sgt. Silas 
Chapman, who won both Officer of the Year and the Leadership Award for 2021; 
and Deputy Chief Tim Lawless. Not shown are Acting Sgt. Jeremy Shrewsbury, who 
received both DUI and Drug Safety awards; and Officer Andrew O’Connor, who was 
awarded a Certificate of Excellence.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Acting Sgt. Jeremy 
Shrewsbury, DUI and Drug 
Safety Award.

PHOTO FROM THE TOWN OF VINTON 
Officer Andrew O’Connor, 
Certificate of Excellence
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. A woman of refi ne-
ment
 7. Body part
10. One who imitates
12. Tropical Asian 
starlings
13. A type of delivery
14. W. Australian capital
15. Many wombs
16. Wings
17. Expression of 
amusement
18. Brews
19. Mild yellow Dutch 
cheese
21. Mild expression
22. Solitary
27. Distance to top
28. The rebirth of a soul 
in a new body
33. Police who investi-

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

gate police (abbr.)
34. Begrudged
36. Popular sports 
league
37. Autonomous repub-
lic of Russia
38. Double-headed 
drum
39. Type of light bulb
40. Czech River
41. Male servants 
(Span.)
44. Previously
45. Minor
48. Metrical foot
49. Days that follow 
Mondays
50. Small European 
viper
51. News shows have 
one

CLUES DOWN
 1. Inspiration
 2. Resembling wings
 3. Form of Persian
 4. Consumed
 5. Extinct fl ightless bird of 
New Zealand
 6. Sea eagle
 7. Jaguarundis
 8. Poker stake
 9. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
10. South American nation
11. A colorless, odorless 
gas
12. Disturbance
14. Artist’s tool
17. Polish peninsula
18. Ottoman military 
leaders
20. Bird-like dinosaur
23. Drinking glass
24. Central Florida city

25. One’s mother
26. To do it is human
29. Atomic #10
30. Used to write
31. The branch of 
medicine concerned with 
the ear
32. Adversaries
35. Have already done
36. One of conspicuous 
wealth
38. It fl ies over sporting 
events
40. Geological times
41. Net
42. Musical phrase
43. Chadic dialect
44. Private Internet Ac-
cess (abbr.)
45. Lizard genus
46. Woman of the church
47. Having ten

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES!THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES!

“Going all the way back
to our orchard tours for
the children, and then
our stores  — it has
been a joy and a real
pleasure serving you.
THANK YOU!”

    — Rachel Nichols

Troutville’s beloved and iconic
Apple Barn is closing May 2022 
after 35 years. Owner retiring.
So many friendships formed
during our #1 sales of Cat’s
Meow; also Moss, Dept. 56, etc.
We are so appreciative to 
our employees and vendors.
Thanks to all our customers!

Route 11 (IN TOWN)
12 Boone Dr., Troutville

Hundreds view drive-thru Stations of the Cross at Th rasher 

Th e youth and their leaders at 
Th rasher Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Vinton reminded the com-
munity that Jesus is the reason for the 
Easter season with a drive-thru Stations 
of the Cross presentation on Good Fri-
day.

About 25 youth and young adults 
portrayed eight scenes from the last 
days of Jesus’ life beginning with the 
Lord’s Supper and ending with the 
empty tomb. Th e event was organized 
and facilitated by the youth at Th rasher 
and their leaders, Tina Yates and Bonnie 
Jones.

Hundreds of visitors viewed the liv-
ing pictures of Christ’s journey to the 
cross, with a continual line of vehicles 
streaming through the church’s parking 
lots off  Washington Avenue from 8 to 9 
p.m. on April 15.

About 20 years ago, Tina Yates, then 
the Youth Director at Th rasher, came up 
with the idea of telling the Easter story 
with a “living storybook” in the Sunday 
School classrooms at Th rasher based on 
the Stations of the Cross devotionals.

(Th e Stations of the Cross are based 
on the 14-step Catholic devotional 
which Yates and others condensed 
down to eight fundamental scenes to 
help understand God’s love in the jour-

ney of Jesus to the cross. Th e stations 
serve as a sort of “mini-pilgrimage” 
along that path, leading to Easter.)

Th e following year, Yates asked, “If 
other churches have drive-thru nativity 
scenes, why don’t we do a drive-thru 
‘Stations of the Cross?’”

Th e portrayals continued for many 
years. Th is year, Yates’ son Dustin, asked 
her to revive the Easter presentation as 
a sort of farewell as she will be leaving 
Th rasher this month to become a “Li-
censed Local Pastor.”

Th e stations have varied a little over 
the years, but for the 2022 version, the 
eight stations included the Lord’s Sup-
per, Jesus praying alone in the garden, 
the sentencing of Jesus by Pontius Pi-
late, the denials of Jesus by Peter, Jesus 
carrying his cross, the Crucifi xion, Mi-
chelangelo’s famous “Pieta” with Mary 
holding the body of Jesus when He is 
taken down from the cross, and fi nally, 
the empty tomb of hope.

As with most outdoor events, there 
were concerns about the weather in the 
days beforehand, but it turned out to be 
a beautiful night with warm tempera-
tures, no winds, and a glowing moon.

Each vehicle received a QR Code 
or CD to listen to an audio presenta-
tion on You Tube describing the scene 
as they moved along, as there were no 
speaking parts for the youth. Th eir job 
was to sit as still as possible and look re-

alistic.
Th e youth and young adults featured 

in the scenes included Isaac Anderson, 
Levi Anderson, Megan Anderson, Eli 
Crow, Molly Crow, Madison Crow, 
McKenzie Crow, Dom Crutchfi eld, 
Beth Gillespie, Maddie Hamren, Evan 
Heck, Barbie Hernandez, Luis Her-
nandez, Vivian Hernandez, Cary Jones, 
Stella Jones, Cali Levine, Jeni Levine, 
Anna Martin, Jacob Montague, Kaelan 
Quinley, Eli Richardson, Ethan Sutton, 
Hannah Sutton, and Dustin Yates, 

Many others of all ages assisted with 
costumes, sets, props, QR Code and 
CD distribution and return, and traffi  c 
management.

“We want to say a big thank you to 
all of the adults who helped with the 
construction of stations and all of the 
willing hands who showed up Friday 
night,” said Yates and Jones. “And a 
special thank you to Marie Levine for 
making our Jesuses look so authentic. 
She did an amazing job. Such talent!” 
(Th ere were fi ve diff erent youth por-
traying Jesus at the diff erent stations. 
Levine teaches art at Staunton River 
High School.) 

Th e youth say viewing the Stations 
of the Cross was a good way to expe-
rience what Jesus went through. Yates 
has said that “you can’t really celebrate 
Easter until you journey with Him to 
the cross.”

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Stations of the Cross at Thrasher, the Lord’s Supper.

Stations of the Cross, Michelangelo’s “Pieta,” Mary 
holds the body of Jesus after He is taken down from 
the cross

Stations of the Cross, Jesus praying alone in the garden

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Stations of the Cross, Jesus being crucified

also enjoys going to Lib-
erty University football 
and basketball games.

Nicely was a mem-
ber of the Homecoming 
Court as a senior and 
named Senior of the 
Week and Student of the 
Month. 

She plans to attend 
Liberty University in the 
fall to pursue a teaching 
degree.

Jaylen Rosser is the 
daughter of Erica and 
Jonathan Rosser. Her 
activities at WBHS have 
included basketball, 
and indoor and outdoor 
track and field at the var-
sity level. She is a mem-
ber of the Beta Club, the 
Leo Club, Habitat for 
Humanity, the NAACP 
Youth Council, and sym-
phonic band. She has 
volunteered as a junior 
counselor at Apple Ridge 
Farm Summer Camp. 
She sings on her Youth 
Praise team at Garden of 
Prayer # 7. 

Cooking is one of her 
favorite hobbies.

Jaylen plans to attend 
either James Madison 
University, North Caro-
lina A & T University, or 
Virginia Tech to major 
in biology with the goal 
of becoming a dentist.

Mya Rosser is the 
daughter of Erica Rosser 
and Jonathan Rosser. 
Jaylen is her twin sister.

Mya has played var-
sity girls basketball and 
participated in track and 
field. She is a member of 
the FCA, Student Voice, 
the Leo Club, Habitat 
for Humanity, and the 
NAACP Youth Coun-
cil. She has volunteered 
as a junior counselor at 
Apple Ridge Farm, 

Her favorite pastime 
is cooking.

She plans to attend 
either Virginia Tech, 
James Madison Univer-
sity, or North Carolina 
A&T to major in kinesi-
ology to become an ath-
letic trainer.

Ashlyn Stover is the 
daughter of Lisa and 
Dwayne Stover. Her high 
school activities have in-
cluded varsity lacrosse 
and basketball, the Beta 
Club, Leo Club, Habitat 
for Humanity, and the 
FCA.

Her hobbies are par-

ticipating in church 
youth group weekly 
meetings, exercising, 
and spending time with 
her family and friends.

Her future plans in-
clude attending a four-
year college, getting a 
job, volunteering in the 
community, and teach-
ing children how to play 
lacrosse.

Madison Tuck is the 
daughter of Mark Tuck 
and Amanda Trent. In 
high school, she has 
played varsity softball 
and participated in varsi-
ty track and field. She is 
the leader of the school 
DogPound and a mem-
ber of the DECA Club, 
Beta Club, and the FCA.

Her hobbies include 
softball, track, hiking, 
devotionals, working 
out, and going to church. 
She enjoys working with 
children in the commu-
nity by giving hitting 
and defensive softball 
lessons.

She recently signed a 
letter of intent to con-
tinue playing softball at 
the next level at Liberty 
University. Her plan is 
to major in exercise sci-
ence or elementary edu-
cation.

Victoria Watts is the 
daughter of Brent and 
Vicky Watts. Her ac-
tivities in high school 
include three years of 
varsity cheerleading and 
two years of competi-
tion cheer. She has been 
a member of the Byrd 
Buddies, Student Coun-
cil, Leo Club, Beta Club, 
DECA (where she has 
been an officer for two 
years) and was a mem-
ber of the Homecoming 
Court in 2018.

She enjoys spend-
ing time with her fam-
ily, traveling, working 
with children, support-
ing WBHS sports, and 
spending time with 
friends. Watts says she 
loves traveling to differ-
ent countries to experi-
ence new cultures. 

She is currently em-
ployed by Carilion 
Wellness-Botetourt as a 
nursery attendant. She 
enjoys attending DECA 
leadership and business 
competitions and most 
recently placed 4th over-
all in her category rep-

Dogwood Court from page 1

resenting William Byrd 
High School in Districts.

She has also volun-
teered with organizations 
and charity events such 
as Relay for Life, the 
Heart Walk, “Pack the 
Bus” collecting school 
supplies for children in 
need in the Roanoke Val-
ley, and “Battle-at-Byrd 
Cheer4acure” fundraisers 
for cancer research.

Her future plans are 
to attend James Madison 
University (where she has 
been accepted) to pursue 
a degree in nursing with 
the hopes of becoming a 
Registered Nurse in the 
pediatric field.

LEGAL 
NOTICE
A public auction will 

be held on 
April 27, 2022 

at 10 a.m. at Grand 
Storage of Vinton, 
1000 Vinyard Rd, 
Vinton, VA 24179, 

to sell personal 
property in 

Chyna Reed C-15,
Elizabeth Daniel C-17
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by off ering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival off ers its own unique 
atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE!

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

WE NOW OFFER NEW TAILLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

Town Council welcomes new employee, honors current police offi  cers

Vinton Town Council was 
busy at the meeting on April 19 
issuing proclamations, meeting 
a new employee, and honoring 
current law enforcement offi  cers 
with department awards.

Council declared the week 
of April 10-16 as National Pub-
lic Safety Telecommunications 
Week, the week of May 1-7 as 
National Drinking Water Week, 
and April 29 as Arbor Day in the 
Town of Vinton (see related ar-
ticle).

Under the consent agenda, 
council adopted a resolution 
appropriating ARPA funds for 
the expenses of hiring a Capital 
Projects Manager for a three-year 
period. Council had created this 
position in August 2021 and 
hired Jamie Hurt for the job be-
ginning April 4. 

Hurt is a native and current 
resident of Vinton, along with 
his wife Amy, and teenage daugh-
ters Brianna and Maddie. He has 
served in both private and pub-
lic sector functions in his career, 
including being a self-employed 
general contractor and an opera-
tions manager for a construction/
building restoration fi rm. He also 
has extensive construction and 
project management experience 
working in local government.

Hurt’s primary responsibility 
with the Town of Vinton will 
be to manage new capital-relat-
ed construction projects such 
as the new downtown parking 
lot on Walnut Avenue, the Li-
ons Club park/swimming pool 
closure, and restroom facilities 
for the Wolf Creek Greenway. 
He will also assist the Planning 
and Zoning Department with 
construction management and 
fi eld inspections for a number 
of upcoming projects includ-
ing the Walnut Avenue bike and 
pedestrian improvements and 
the fl ood mitigation and blight 
abatement demolition projects. 

He will assist with RFP devel-
opment and other construction-
related oversight.

Hurt thanked the town for 
the “unique opportunity” he 
has been given to work for his 
hometown– with its “family at-
mosphere” and with a staff  that 
“performs at a high level.”

“I’ve been very pleased with 
Jamie’s ability to jump right in 
on projects and assimilate to the 
team,” said Town Manager Pete 
Peters in introducing Hurt to 
council. “He has already brought 
a number of great ideas to the 
operation.”

Police Chief Fabricio 
Drumond and Deputy Chief 
Tim Lawless presented Police 
Department Awards for 2021 to 
fi ve offi  cers (see related article). 
Sgt. Silas Chapman was named 
by his peers as 2021 Offi  cer of 
the Year and recipient of the 
2021 Leadership Award. Offi  -
cer Brandon Settles received the 
Lifesaving Award for 2021. Of-
fi cer Chris Shively received the 
Traffi  c Safety Award. Acting Sgt. 
Jeremy Shrewsbury once again 
was presented with the DUI and 
Drug Safety Awards. Offi  cer An-
drew O’Connor was awarded the 
Certifi cate of Excellence. 

Under Action Items, council 
adopted a resolution approving 
the 2022-2023 operating budget 
for the Roanoke Valley Regional 
Cable Television Committee pre-
sented by RVTV Director Scott 
Ramsburg. RVTV assists with 
the development of educational 
channels and governmental ac-
cess cable programming. Th e to-
tal budget is $477,934; Vinton’s 
part (4 %) is $19,117. RVTV 
serves Roanoke City and Roa-
noke County and their school 
systems, in addition to the Town 
of Vinton. It is also funded 
through the Virginia Communi-
cations Sales and Use Tax Reve-
nue paid by telecommunications 
operators, such as Cox Commu-
nications and Shentel/GloFiber, 
as well as the fee paid by custom-

ers to each locality.
In the past year, RVTV has 

produced several programs for 
the Town of Vinton described as 
“phenomenal” by council mem-
ber Laurie Mullins. 

Council also adopted a resolu-
tion approving the 2022-2023 
operating budget of the Roa-
noke Valley Resource Authority 
presented by RVRA CFO Dan 
Miles. Vinton, Roanoke County, 
and the cities of Roanoke and Sa-
lem are the governing bodies of 
the RVRA. Vinton’s portion of 
the RVRA budget is $14,856.

Miles informed council that 
operational changes to the RVRA 
will be completed next month 
making the Authority “more ef-
fi cient and user friendly.” He 
noted that revenues are up by 
$2.5 million per year while oper-
ating expenses have decreased by 
$1 million. Th e RVRA switched 
from train delivery of refuse to 
the Smith Gap Landfi ll to truck-
ing last year.

Mayor Brad Grose asked Miles 
about how long the Smith Gap 
Landfi ll will be able to meet the 
needs of its customers. Miles said 
the landfi ll covers 1,200 acres; 
since 1993 only 60 acres have 
been used, making the life ex-
pectancy of the landfi ll estimated 
at over 100 additional years. He 
anticipates that with new tech-
nologies, communities will not 
have to rely on landfi lls forever; 
in fact, Smith Gap Landfi ll will 
most likely be the last landfi ll 
the Roanoke Valley should ever 
need.

Peters thanked Miles for al-
lowing the town to continue 
using the Tinker Creek Station 
during this time of transition, 
rather than trucking refuse to the 
Salem facility, saving the town 
tax dollars.

Council adopted a resolution 
authorizing renewal of the town’s 
employee group health insurance 
coverage with Th e Local Choice 
Program through June 30, 2023. 
Human Resources/Risk Manage-

ment Director Donna Collins 
said that an increase of 8% in 
rates was absorbed by the town 
with no change to the cost of em-
ployees’ premiums. 

Peters updated council on this 
year’s paving schedule. While the 
town usually has about $300,000 
to spend on paving each sum-
mer, with the infusion of various 
funding, this year’s total funding 
available is around $1 million. 
Staff  is evaluating which streets 
are in most need of repaving and 
will release that list in the coming 
weeks.

Th e most discussed road in 
Vinton– Mountain View Road– 
will receive about $90,000 in 
patches in this round of paving. 
Th at’s because that particular 
road does not just need repav-
ing, but rebuilding. Previous 
estimates of those costs along 
with delays in VDOT match-
ing funds for the project (partly 
due to the pandemic), have de-
layed the project “until we can 
do it right,” said council member 
Mike Stovall. An engineering 
analysis has been completed on 
Mountain View Road; next up is 
the design phase, while awaiting 
matching funds from VDOT. 
Th e original estimated cost of the 
project has spiraled.

Th e patching on Mountain 
View will extend from Shalon 
Circle to the town limits, an area 
most in need of repair.

Council appointed Jonathan 
McCoy to the Vinton Planning 
Commission, replacing Ty Brax-
ton, who has resigned. 

Assistant Town Manager 
Cody Sexton presented reports 
from both the Finance and Pub-
lic Works Committees. He noted 
that the town has $10.3 million 
in cash on hand with $3.3 mil-
lion in investments.

His updates from the Pub-
lic Works Committee meeting 
included information that cur-
rently 80% of commercial wa-
ter meters have been replaced 
with remotely read meters in an 
ongoing project, with over 50% 
of residential meters replaced. 
Th is project will be continuing 
once the Western Virginia Water 
Authority takes over the town’s 
water and wastewater utility sys-
tems in July. Th e 3rd Street Lift 
Station project for the wastewa-
ter system is on hold due to the 
permitting process. Minimal re-
pairs will be made to Garthright 
Bridge in late summer or early 
fall as the bid package is currently 
being developed.

Council next meets on May 3.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Jamie Hurt, Vinton’s new Capital Projects Manager, was introduced 
at the Vinton Town Council meeting on April 19. He is shown with 
his wife Amy (left) and their daughter Maddie. Daughter Brianna 
was unable to attend.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

‘Pizza with Police’ scheduled for April 28
York Pizza on April 28 by 
the Vinton Police Depart-
ment and the Vinton Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Th e public is invited to 
stop by the restaurant on 
Hardy Road between noon 
and 2 p.m. to meet infor-
mally with Vinton’s fi nest 
and “build a relationship 
one slice at a time.” 

Th e police and Cham-
ber won’t be paying for the 
meal, but New York Pizza 
will be off ering the deal of 
“a slice and a drink” for $4 
during the event.

Th e police offi  cers have 
restarted the community 
meetings to introduce 
themselves to the public. 
Th ere is no agenda, no 
presentation, just conversa-
tion.

Th e Chamber of Com-
merce has joined the police 
for these events in an eff ort 
to promote local businesses.

Coff ee with a Cop on 
March 31 brought out a 
huge crowd. Th e police and 
Chamber plan to continue 

In March, it was “Cof-
fee with a Cop.” Th is 

month it’s “Pizza with 
Police,” hosted at New 

the monthly events at least 
through the summer. 

Police Chief Fabricio 
Drumond says this com-
munity outreach eff ort 
is “a personal experience 

where residents and of-
fi cers can get to know 
each other, share common 
bonds, fortify our com-
munity goals, and talk 
about future events that 

will hopefully continue to 
build a strong connection 
with the community that 
we serve.”

New York Pizza is lo-
cated at 708 Hardy Road.
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Vinton to celebrate Arbor Day April 29 at Vinton Library
Th e Town of Vinton 

will be celebrating Ar-
bor Day 2022 on Friday, 
April 29, at 10 a.m. at the 
Vinton Branch Library, 
in conjunction with the 
Library’s Children’s Pro-
gram. Th e program will 
include Vinton Mayor 
Brad Grose, Jennifer 
Whitcomb from the Ro-
anoke County-Vinton 
Branch Library, Senior 
Area Forester Denny Mc-
Carthy, and his special 
guest Smokey Bear.

Th is will be the 150th 
anniversary of Arbor 
Day. Th e community is 
invited to join the town 
for a special tree-themed 
story time and craft for 
children and activities to 
honor the anniversary cel-
ebration. 

Th e Town of Vinton 
has been designated as a 
Tree City USA Commu-
nity for 21 years. To main-
tain its designation as a 
Tree City USA, the town 

is required to hold an 
Arbor Day Celebration, 
along with tree plantings 
and tree education out-
reach each year. 

Staff  has been respon-
sible for securing Virginia 
Department of Forestry 
grant funding each year, 
including this, the 22nd 
year, by partnering with 
the Roanoke Valley Urban 
Forestry Council and the 
Roanoke Valley-Allegha-
ny Regional Commission 
(RVARC) in submitting 
the grant request, with 
the town providing the 
required matching funds. 

Th ese funds have en-
abled the town to plant 
trees on public properties, 
including the elemen-
tary schools in Vinton, 
Wolf Creek Greenway, 
M.A. Banks Park, on the 
grounds of Vinton Public 
Works, Vinton War Me-
morial, Vinton Municipal 
Building, Craig Avenue 
Recreation Center, and 

Glade Creek Greenway. 
Th is year the trees will be 
planted in the medians 
along the town’s rights-
of-way on Hardy Road, 
Bypass Road, and Wash-
ington Avenue. 

Vinton Town Council 
members issued a procla-
mation at their meeting 
on April 19, designating 
April 29 as Arbor Day in 
Vinton.

Th e proclamation 
stated in part “In 1872, 
J. Sterling Morton pro-
posed to the Nebraska 
Board of Agriculture that 
a special day be set aside 
for the planting of trees. 
Th is holiday, called Arbor 
Day, was fi rst observed 
with the planting of more 
than a million trees in 
Nebraska. Arbor Day is 
now observed throughout 
the nation and the world. 
Trees can reduce the ero-
sion of our precious top-
soil by wind and water, 
cut heating and cooling PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Smokey Bear visited Vinton on Arbor Day 2018. He returns on Friday, April 29 for 
Arbor Day 2022.

Bryan Daniel Jones II

Vinton resident Bryan 
Daniel Jones II, eldest son of 
Bryan and Lee Anne Jones 
of Raleigh, N.C., died on 
Wednesday, April 13, 2022, 
at his home in Vinton. 

Bryan or “Dan,” as his 
friends and family lovingly 
knew him, was born at Roa-
noke Memorial Hospital 
on December 2, 1980. He 
graduated from Cave Spring 
High School in 1999 where 
he was a proud member of 
the JV and Varsity football 
teams. Upon graduation, 
he would continue on to at-
tend the Business School at 
Johnson and Wales Univer-
sity in Providence, R.I. Ea-
ger to get out and make his 
splash in the world, he chose 
to take an accelerated path 
and graduated with honors 
in three years, earning his 
B.S degree in Business and 
a second degree in Sales and 
Marketing. While attending 
J&W he was also a proud 
member of the Delta Sigma 
Phi Fraternity where he 
established lifelong friend-
ships. 

Bryan began his Sales and 
Marketing career in Tampa 
Bay, Fla. While working 
there he would meet his life-
long love, Michelle Forman, 
and have a son, Jackson 
Paul Forman Jones (Tampa, 
Fla.). Being a father was a 
role he treasured deeply. 
Bryan’s larger than life sized 
heart and personality will be 
terribly missed by all who 
knew him. No one who met 
Bryan could ever forget his 
infectious sense of humor, 
hearty laughter, and ability 
to make you smile at any 
moment. His light shined 
very bright. Bryan loved life 
and people and people loved 
him. 

Bryan was an active 
member of the Roanoke 

Elks Lodge 197. During his 
day job he worked for Ash-
fi eld Health on the Inogen 
Sales Device Division, but 
when a hard week of work 
was done you could fi nd 
him at the Elks Lodge vol-
unteering for a fundraiser or 
having a good laugh with all 
his many friends. He aspired 
to one day being an ER for 
the Elks lodge and used to 
talk about how he would 
try hard to achieve that goal. 
Bryan admired the Service 
to God and Community 
that the Elks represent, and 
he was eternally grateful and 
proud that he could be a 
member. 

Bryan is survived by his 
parents, Bryan and Lee 
Anne Jones of Raleigh, 
N.C.; his son, Jackson Jones 
with Michelle Forman of 
Tampa, Fla.; brother, Mor-
gan Jones of York, Pa.; sister, 
Erin Jones of Raleigh, N.C.; 
uncle and aunt, Daniel and 
Vicki Darnell of Leesburg, 
Va.; aunt and uncle, Jill and 
Brian Allen of Roanoke; 
aunt and uncle, Charlie and 
Ruth of St. Joseph, Mo.; 
uncle and aunt, Don and 
Cindy Jones of Roanoke; 
uncle and aunt, Wen and 
Linda Jones of Botetourt; 
and great-aunt and uncle, 
Peggy and Gene Harmon, 
who have been so much 
comfort and support to the 
family during this trying 
time; and cousins, Wen, 
Brett, Laura Leigh, Christie, 
and Don Jones, Whitney 
Allen Kirschner, Allie Allen 
and Bryan Allen, Wanda 
Clower and Greg Hender-
son, Trey, Jay Darnell and 
Jackie Darnell Sorrentino. 
Bryan was predeceased by 
his grandparents, Walter 
and Mary Darnell of Vin-
ton; grandparents, Paul and 
Jean Jones of Roanoke; and 
uncle, Charles Patrick Dar-
nell.  

Funeral services were 
conducted at 2 p.m. on 
Monday, April 18, 2022, at 
Oakey’s Vinton Chapel. In-
terment followed at Moun-
tain View Cemetery. Th e 
family received friends two 
hour priors to the service 
on Monday at the funeral 
home. Online condolences 
may be shared with the fam-
ily at www.oakeys.com. 

OBITUARY

costs, moderate the tem-
perature, clean the air, 
produce oxygen, and pro-
vide habitat for wildlife 
and are a renewable source 
giving us paper, wood for 
our homes, fuel for our 

fi res and countless other 
wood products. Trees in 
our town increase proper-
ty values, enhance the eco-
nomic vitality of business 
areas, and beautify our 
community. Trees, wher-

ever they are planted, are a 
source of joy and spiritual 
renewal.”

Th e Vinton Library is 
located at 300 South Pol-
lard Street in downtown 
Vinton.

Submit your 

community 

news and 

photos to 

vinton

messenger@

ourvalley.org.
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Herman L. Horn Elemen-
tary School was showcased at 
the Roanoke County School 
Board meeting on April 14 
– this month’s “School in the 
Spotlight.”

Principal Julie Sandzimier 
delivered a PowerPoint pre-
sentation pointing out the 
myriad of successful programs 
off ered at HLH for all grade 
and ability levels.

Some of those programs 
she highlighted are:

Th e “RISE” (Reading In-
spires Students to Excel) pro-
gram which off ers an intense 
hour of reading instruction 
for students. Th e program 
involves Title I instructors and 
reading specialists providing 
a “powerful short-term inter-
vention with targeted small-
group instruction for reading 
comprehension, phonics and 
phonemic awareness, and 
guided writing.”

Th e PBIS (Positive Be-
havioral Interventions and 
Supports) program, now in 
its third year at Horn, which 
encourages HLH students 
(known as the Bees) to BEE 
Safe, BEE respectful, and 

BEE responsible. It’s a system-
wide program that promotes 
a culture of kindness, respect, 
and responsibility. Morning 
meetings of 15-30 minutes 
are spent building communi-
ties within the classroom and 
building teams. 

School Spirit activities 
which have included the Title 
I Books and Ice cream pro-
gram (free ice cream and free 
books), the “Character Ball,” 
based on favorite book char-
acters, and the “One School, 
One Book” activity in which 
the entire school reads the 
same book. Th is year School 
Superintendent Dr. Ken 
Nicely, William Byrd High 
School Principal Tammy 
Newcomb, and members of 
the Vinton Police Depart-
ment were recruited to read 
and record chapters of the 
book for students and their 
families.

Sandzimier next talked 
about Community Partner-
ships– always a big topic of 
conversation in Vinton. She 
talked about working with the 
Vinton Police Department, 
various churches, and espe-
cially families who volunteer 
and work for the school and 
its students through the PTA. 

Th e HLH PTA has do-
nated playground equipment 
which has been installed and 
will soon be dedicated for the 
enjoyment of the students and 
the surrounding community.

She mentioned the gener-
osity of churches such as Mid-
land Baptist that recently do-
nated a vast number of shoes 
to the school for students in 
need. 

She also thanked Vinton 
Baptist Church for hosting 
the Boys and Girls Club after 
school program for students 
at HLH and W.E. Cundiff – 
at no charge.

Sandzimier thanked the 
Vinton Breakfast Lions Club 
for donating the pavilion 
within the playground and 
track area; high school stu-
dents for reading to students 
and other volunteer assign-
ments, and businesses such 
as Kroger for their monetary 
donations.

She talked about the 4 
Shifts Protocol– a series of 
online, active, hands-on ses-
sions focusing on how to re-
design classroom instruction 
for future-ready learning for 
deeper learning, more authen-
tic work, and rich technology 
infusion. 

Sandzimier drew special at-
tention to HLH’s new STEM 
Lab, which will allow elemen-
tary school students to bridge 
the gap to the STEM learning 
that is the focus in middle and 
high schools.

She invited student Cora 
Shell to talk about the oppor-
tunities available at the school 
with the Lego Team, the Lego 
Club, Maker’s Monday, and 
the 3D Printing Club. Shell 
and other students distributed 
3D Bees they had made using 
the newly acquired 3D print-
er as gifts for School Board 
members. 

Th e 10 students on the 
HLH Lego Team competed 
recently at Roanoke College 
and received an award for the 
“best robot arm design” in the 
competition.

Sandzimier thanked her 
“amazing staff ,” including as-
sistant principal Th eresa Ka-
bath, for their eff orts– “they 
are here for the children.” 

She closed her presenta-
tion with a quotation from 
renowned educator Richard 
DuFour, “‘Th e school was 
not built so teachers have a 
place to teach; it was built so 
that the children of the com-
munity have a place to learn.’ 
Th at’s the heart of Herman L. 
Horn.”

Vinton’s representative to 
the School Board, Tim Gre-
enway, said he was proud to 
showcase Herman L. Horn 
Elementary, its students, its 
administration, and its staff . 
He shared that he had been a 
student at HLH for two years 
and his grandchildren now at-
tend the school. 

School Board members 
thanked Sandzimier for her 
over-30 years of work in Roa-
noke County Schools. Sev-
eral had worked with her in 
schools in their areas.

At the April 14 meeting, 
the School Board unani-
mously approved funding 

and a replacement schedule 
for playgrounds at the coun-
ty’s elementary schools. Assis-
tant Director of Facilities and 
Operations Harley Grimes 
briefed the board before the 
vote was taken, beginning 
with some history.

“Playgrounds at the 16 
RCPS elementary schools 
have historically been funded 
and maintained via a variety 
of partnerships among in-
dividual schools, district re-
sources, and parent groups,” 
Grimes said. “Playgrounds 
were inspected annually, and 
replacements were made as 
needed through these part-
nerships.

“At each school a mini-
mum of one playground is 
needed for students ages 5-12 
and one for preschool-age stu-
dents. Additionally, schools, 
parent groups, and commu-
nity partners have added ad-
ditional components.

“In 2019, in order to es-
tablish a district standard for 
school system fi nancial re-
sponsibility for replacing play-
ground equipment, a replace-
ment plan was established 
allocating $100,000 annually 
from Capital Maintenance 
Program (CMP) funds to re-
place equipment at one school 
per year. Although the plan 
was delayed in 2019-2020 
due to economic uncertain-
ties caused by the pandemic, 
the replacement plan was fully 
implemented in 2021 with 
replacements done at Burling-
ton and Back Creek. In 2022, 
replacements at Glenvar and 
Mountain View are sched-
uled using CMP and Special 
Ed funds respectively.”

Grimes said that even with 
the current replacement plan, 
there are a number of schools 
where playground equipment 
has reached or will soon be 
reaching an age at which time 
normal replacement would be 
expected.

In order to accelerate the 
current pace of replacement 
of playground equipment, 
the School Board requested 
information about the age 
of current equipment and 
the expected years of replace-
ment. Th is information was 
reviewed in two previous 
work sessions.

Grimes said, “Staff  is rec-
ommending that the play-
ground replacement schedule 
be accelerated as follows. In 
2022, $100,000 will be allo-
cated for each of seven schools 
to replace playgrounds based 
on age and condition of play-
grounds as determined by 
staff  and will include ADA 
inclusion needs. In 2023, 
$100,000 will be allocated for 
an additional seven schools. 
Th e funding source will be 
Minor Capital Reserves. In 
2024, the annual $100,000 
replacement plan will resume 
using CMP funds.”

For Vinton area schools, 
W.E. Cundiff  and Bonsack 
playgrounds will receive the 
funding in 2022, Herman L. 
Horn and Mount Pleasant in 
2023.

Grimes responded to an 
inquiry from a board mem-
ber about the costs and bid-
ding. He believes that RCPS 
may be able to get “a break” 
on prices due to the quantity 
of playgrounds being replaced 
each year. He noted that the 
replacement schedule is based 
on the age of existing play-
grounds and that the plan is 
for the updated playground 
equipment to “fi t the foot-
print of what is already there.”

School Board Chair David 
Linden said that he has been 
concerned about the incon-
sistency of the playgrounds 
across the county and while 
he is concerned about the 
$700,000 cost each year for 
two years, the work needs to 
be done.

VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Ja-
son Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is lo-
cated at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 
1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 

School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@veri-
zon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 

7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 
9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

DEPRESSED SAINTS 
Read 1 Kings 19:1 through 20:43

Sometimes Christians get depressed. The cause might be a chemical 
imbalance, sin, an attack from Satan, or the stress of life, but depres-
sion can happen to all of us. Prayer is in order, and in some cases 
medications might also be needed. Depression is a serious problem, 
especially for those diagnosed with clinical depression. However, we 
can always count on the Holy Spirit to gently lead us through the 
dark days, if  we let Him.

The angel of the Lord came back a second time and touched him 
and said, “Get up and eat, for the journey is too much for you” (1 
Kings 19:7).

Godly Elijah, who had just won an incredible victory for the Lord, 
was hit so hard by depression that he wanted to die. God did not 
scold him or beat him when he was down. Instead, God sent His 
angel to gently remind Elijah to eat the
food He provided. We, too, must daily eat the Word of God, the 
Bread of Life, for the “journey is too much” for us to travel in our 
own might.

Prayer for Today: Lord, encourage the depressed ones today. Draw 
them to Your Word, where they can fi nd food for the journey.

Quicklook: 1 Kings 19:1–9

Herman L. Horn takes the Spotlight, district to invest in playgrounds at all elementary schools
Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Thank you to 
everyone that has been 
sending up prayers, 
thoughts and good 
mojo for Mom. This 
week has been full of 
ups and downs. But 
she is doing good. They 
put in a pacemaker 
and are working up some issues with the 

gallbladder. Keep the 
prayers coming. 

Don’t forget the 
Dogwood Festival next 
weekend. So many 
activities – fun for 
everyone.

The Chamber will be 
selling the Vinton flags 
at the festival.

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS
Angie

Chewning
Filling in for Bootie
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Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

STATEWIDE       
ADS

STATEWIDE       
ADS

STATEWIDE       
ADS    

AUCTIONS 

LIVE EASTERN NC ESTATE 
AUCTION – VICTORIA, VA – 
APRIL 23 – 9 AM – COUNTRY 
STORE ITEMS – ADVERTIS-
ING – GAS PUMPS – JUKE-
BOXES – NO BUYERS FEE 
www.victoria-auction.com 
804-721-8099 Virginia Auction 
Firm #813

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 
so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! Call 
for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-833-688-1378

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you 
 ll your open positions! Pro-
mote job listings regionally or 
statewide! Affordable Print and 
Digital Advertising Solutions 
reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Fa-
cebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltono-
liverattorneyva.com” https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral 
and other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://www.
Life55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Help Wanted  
Salem 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Legals - City of 
Radford

 ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ004566-06-00  

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires June 30, 2022. If you call the 
number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie 

or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review 
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. 

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 6.30.22

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Trustee's Sale 
1320 Cranberry 

Lane, Blacksburg, 
Virginia 24060 

May 11, 2022, at 
12:00 p.m.

 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL22000468-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ004566-07-00  

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Notice 

Legals - City of 
Salem
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER
Riley Fox, Loan Officer
NMLS# 2310076

540-314-1966
rfox@cfmortgagecorp.com
www.cfmortgagecorp.com/Riley-Fox

NMLS# 147312

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER NEW TAILLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

JOHN’S CAMERAS & RECORDS 
213 Draper Rd. NW,  Downtown Blacksburg      

   

WE BUY USED VINYL RECORDS 
We pay top dollar for good classic rock vinyl records

WE BUY CAMERAS
We buy 35 mm and medium format cameras

25 Wendover Road, 
Daleville, VA 24083

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

Five area baseball players and contributors have 
been selected for induction into the Salem-Roanoke 
Baseball Hall of Fame at the 30th induction cer-
emony, scheduled for Sunday, July 31st, at the Salem 
Civic Center. 

The Class of ’22 includes Eric Altizer, Ryan 
Gilleland, Tyler Lumsden, Keith Mayhew and Doug 
Pence. “Butch” Craft has been selected to receive the 
Wayne LaPierre, Sr. award for contributions to the 
game.

Altizer is a former player and current coach at 
Auburn High School. The Eagles have won three state 
championships under Altizer, including the 2021 state 
championship. Eric has won many honors during his 
days as the Auburn coach.

Gilleland, a 1995 graduate of Jefferson Forest 
High School, played four years as a second baseman 
at the University of Virginia, batting .337 in 1997. 
He’s the present coach at Jefferson Forest High and 
has also been a coach with the West team in the 
Commonwealth Games.

Lumsden is a 2000 graduate of Cave Spring High 
School who went on to pitch at Clemson University 
for three years. He was a first round pick of the 
Chicago White Sox in 2004 and pitched seven sea-
sons in professional baseball, including three years at 

the AAA level.
Mayhew is one of just five Ferrum College players 

to have his jersey retired. He was a three-time All-
American pitcher, including a first team selection in 
1995. When he graduated he held the NCAA Division 
III record with 350 career strikeouts and 149 in a sea-
son. He was drafted by the Atlanta Braves in 1995. 
Mayhew died in 2015.

Pence is a long time coach and volunteer with 
the William Byrd High School program who also 
coached American Legion baseball. He was a tireless 
worker, maintaining Byrd’s Terrier Field and was 
a key person in getting the fieldhouse built on the 
grounds. 

Craft, the long-time owner of The Roanoker 
Restaurant in Roanoke, has been a big supporter of 
the game, sponsoring youth teams for many years. 
She has been a sponsor for the Hall of Fame since the 
early 1990s. 

The Salem-Roanoke Baseball Hall of Fame was 
founded in 1991 and honors players and contributors 
from the counties of Alleghany, Roanoke, Bedford, 
Botetourt, Craig, Floyd, Franklin and Montgomery 
and the independent cities located within the bound-
aries of those counties. The Hall of Fame building 
is located on the grounds of the James E. Taliaferro 

The William Byrd baseball team was in Tennessee last weekend to play two 
games in Kingsport and the Terriers returned with a split. Byrd beat Morristown 
Hamblen East on Friday, 7-6, then lost to Tennessee High of Bristol on Saturday, 
10-5.

The games were played at Hunter Wright Stadium, home of the Kingsport 
Mets, and Byrd’s James Purcell is making a case that the Mets might like to keep 
him. James was three-for-three Friday and walked twice Saturday as his batting 
average after eight games is now .538.

Purcell drove in three runs against Hamblen East, including the game winning 
RBI. Byrd trailed 6-5 in the bottom of the fourth when Ethan Hairston reached 
on an error and Ross Divers walked. Hunter Sipe’s sacrifice bunt moved them 
over and Purcell followed with a hit to drive both in and give Byrd a 7-6 lead 
that would hold up.

James, who usually catches, also started on the mound for Byrd and pitched 
the first two innings. James Glover came on in the third and pitched the last five 
innings to pick up the win. Matthew Scavelli had two hits for Byrd.

On Saturday against Tennessee High Byrd took an early 4-2 lead but the home 
team rallied for seven runs in the fifth. Trenton Sayers started and pitched into 
the fifth inning before he was relieved by Israel Hairston. Divers and Scavelli 
had two hits each for Byrd.

The split gave Byrd a 6-2 overall record and the Terriers were scheduled to 
host Bassett on Wednesday, but results were too late for publication. On Friday 
Byrd will host Northside in a key Blue Ridge District game and on Saturday 
Hidden Valley is here for a makeup jayvee-varsity doubleheader, with the jay-
vees scheduled for noon and the varsity at 3 pm.

The Terriers have played just two district games and are 1-1, losing to 
Franklin County and beating Lord Botetourt. Northside and Franklin were both 
2-0 in the BRD coming into the week.

Terriers host Northside in big BRD game 
Friday after splitting two in Tennessee

Byrd junior James Purcell is hitting .538 after eight games. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Byrd’s Doug Pence is among fi ve in S-R Baseball Hall of Fame Class of ‘22

Complex, next to the Salem Red Sox administrative 
office behind the third base seating area of Salem 
Memorial Ballpark. It is open to the public on Friday 
and Saturday nights during the 2022 season and upon 
request.

For information on tickets, tables or ads in the pro-
gram contact Gary Walthall at 540-427-1977.

DOUG PENCE PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

William Byrd graduate Gehrig Spradlin was honored 
with the Excellence in Kinesiology, Strength & 
Conditioning award for the 2021-22 school year at 
Limestone University in Gaffney, South Carolina. 
Gehrig is a pitcher for the Limestone baseball 
team. He’s scheduled to graduate on May 7th 
and this summer he plans to pitch in Utica, NY in 
the wooden bat Perfect Game Collegiate League, 
which was formerly the NY-Penn League. The 
senior will have an extra year due to COVID and 
will return to Limestone to start on his Masters’ 
Degree in the fall. Gehrig is the son of Tricia and 
Rodney Spradlin. Above he receives his award 
from Professor Taylor Cromer.

SPRADLIN IS STUDENT OF 
THE YEAR IN HIS FIELD AT 
LIMESTONE UNIVERSITY

The William Byrd girls got their first tennis win of 
the season last week when the Terriers defeated Lord 
Botetourt in Vinton, 6-3. 

The match was originally scheduled to be hosted 
by LB, but the Cavaliers had their usual home courts 
at Hollins University pulled out from under them so 
the Byrd girls got to host the match, finding out just a 
day prior that it was to be held.

The Terriers won three singles matches as Lexi 
Aquino won at one, Makenna Jacobsen won at two 

and Emilie McCaskill was victorious at third singles. 
Byrd swept the doubles with Aquino and Jacobsen 
winning at one, McCaskill and Grace Saunders at two 
and Timber Raines and Ashley Begasse won at third 
doubles.

The girls are back on the courts today with a match 
at William Fleming, and Friday they’ll host Staunton 
River. 

The boys also played LB last week and lost 9-0. 
They’re at Staunton River today.

Girls pick up fi rst tennis win

Chloe Varney and 
Logan Pekala combined 
to pitch a no-hitter for 
the William Byrd soft-
ball team in Tuesday’s 
win over Patrick Henry. 
The Terriers took a 16-5 
win in Vinton.

Varney started the 
game for the Terriers 
and allowed one run on 
no hits over one a third 
innings, striking out two. 
Pekala then relieved 
and went the final three 
and two thirds innings, 
allowing four runs but 
no hits while fanning two 
more. The game went 
five innings with Byrd 
ahead by 11 runs at that 
point.

The Terriers took 
control early, putting 10 
runs on the board in the 
second inning. Maddy 
Tuck, Haleigh Vaughan, 
Sydney Blewett, Elyssa 
Kitts, Verity Watkins 
and Keely Hoal all drove 
in runs in the big inning. 
Tuck and Vaughan had 
multiple hits for the Byrd 
girls.

The win was the sec-
ond in a row for the 
Terriers, who improved 
to 4-5 on the season. 
Last Thursday at Hidden 
Valley the Byrd offense 
smashed 17 hits in just 
six innings as they won 
at Hidden Valley, 18-5.

The homestanding 
Titans put four runs on 
the board in the first 
inning in this one but 
Hidden Valley couldn’t 
slow down the Byrd 
attack. Blewett had four 
hits and also having big 

days at the plate were 
Pekala, Hoal, Vaughan, 
Brooklyn Peters and 
Amber Vaughn. Varney 
pitched all six innings 
and struck out five.

The Terriers were hop-
ing to keep the momen-

tum going with a game at 
Bassett on Wednesday. 
Byrd is at Northside 
Friday and Saturday 
they’ll make up a rained 
out game with Hidden 
Valley at 2 pm in Vinton.

Two Terriers combine to no-hit PH

Above, Byrd’s Chloe Varney unwinds in last week’s complete game win over Hidden 
Valley. Below, Amber Vaughn connects for a hit. PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEY
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The William Byrd girls’ soccer team is 7-2 after defeat-
ing two more opponents in the past week. The Terriers shut 
out Cave Spring at home last Thursday, 4-0, and followed 
that up with a 2-1 win over Staunton River in Moneta on 
Tuesday.

Addisyn St. Clair opened the scoring against Cave Spring 
off an assist from Maddy Simmons just 26 seconds into the 
game. Byrd increased the lead to 2-0 11 minutes later when 
Simmons scored off an assist from Anna Milliron, and it 
was 2-0 at the half.

The combination of Milliron to Simmons struck again 
midway through the second half, and Simmons scored her 
third goal of the night off a Riley Firebaugh assist to account 
for the final score. Kadence Fernatt had seven saves in goal.

On Tuesday Byrd rained 14 shots on the Staunton River 
goal in the first half but couldn’t find the net. Meanwhile, 
the host Eagles scored once for a 1-0 halftime lead. 

Byrd continued to control the game during the second 
half and finally leveled the score to 1-1 with 20 minutes 
remaining when Firebaugh connected with Simmons. Then, 
with 13 minutes remaining in the second half, right back 
Katelin Patrick switched the field to left back Ella Ashworth 
who scored from right outside the 18 yard box, and that 
proved to be the game winner. Fernatt had six saves for the 
Terriers.

The girls are back home Friday to host Northside in a big 
Blue Ridge District match.

Soccer girls win two

Emma Gordon throws one in for the Terriers.
PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

The William Byrd boys bounced back from a 
tough loss to Cave Spring last week to beat Staunton 
River on Tuesday. The Terriers took a 6-1 win at 
Robert A. Patterson Stadium in Vinton.

Landon Niday scored three first half goals to give 
the Terriers a comfortable 3-0 lead at intermission. 
Dexter Gaines assisted on the first goal at the 17 min-
ute mark, and just three minutes later Niday scored 
off a corner kick from Braden Crossan. Niday com-
pleted the three-goal hat trick just a minute later with 
another assist to Gaines.

“That was a great few minute run we had and I felt 
we kept the pressure for a bit after that,” said Byrd 
coach Russell Dishman.

That’s how the score remained until the 75th 
minute when Daniel Britts scored off an assist from 
Hunter Burgess. A minute later Byrd struck again as 
Gaines found the net off a free kick from Crossan and 
Niday scored his fourth goal of the night, off another 
Crossan assist, to close out the scoring. Bricen 
Lancaster had six saves in goal.

“It was unfortunate that we gave up a late goal that 
cost the shut out but it was a good result and a posi-
tive step as we prep for Northside on Friday,” said 
Dishman.

Last Thursday at Cave Spring the host Knights 
pulled out a 1-0 win over the Terriers. The only goal 
of the game came on a penalty kick. 

“It was unfortunate that we gave up a PK about 
midway through the first half,” said Dishman.  “Bricen 
made the initial stop on the shot but they were able to 
put the rebound away.”

That turned out to be the only goal of the game 
as the Terriers fell just short against a talented Cave 
Spring side.

“I was proud of the guys and how the responded 
but I understand their frustration to have another 
close loss, especially to a team as good as Cave,” said 
Dishman.

Byrd is now 4-4-1 with a Blue Ridge District game 
at Northside Friday evening. Next Tuesday, April 26, 
the boys host William Fleming.

Niday scores four goals in Byrd soccer win over Staunton River

The William Byrd lacrosse teams took on their South Roanoke 
County rivals last week and came up empty. Both the boys and girls 
lost to Hidden Valley and Cave Spring at Bogle Field.

On Wednesday of last week the girls opened with a 19-12 loss to 
Hidden Valley. Trinity Hylton had six goals for Byrd while Annika 
Hylton had three and Ashlyn Stover had two. Haley Firebaugh had 
12 saves in the cage.

The boys played the nightcap and fell 16-4. Connor McCarthy 
had three goals and Kaden West had the other.

“The score is not indicative of our effort,” said coach Will 
Satterfield. “We are dealing with some injuries at certain positions, 
but we hope to get those healed in the near future. The first half was 
the best half we have played this year. We missed some shots and 
their goalie had a great game.”

On Friday both teams were back on the turf at Bogle and the girls 
lost 12-8. Olivia Hurd had three goals and Hylton had two to lead 

Byrd. Firebaugh had eight saves.
“We have been struggling with injuries and turnovers,” said girls’ 

coach Dan Eberhardt. “The new players are developing but need 
more time in game situations. I am confident we will show improve-
ment in the remaining season.”

The boys dropped a 16-3 decision to the Knights.
“We came out flat on Friday,” said Satterfield. “We had a strong 

second quarter but let the game get away in the second half. Our 
offense has not been able to compliment our defense and we are 
wasting possessions that are wearing down our defense. Changing 
a culture takes time and that doesn’t always show up on the score-
board.”

The girls are scheduled to host Franklin County on Monday. 
The boys aren’t scheduled to play again until a week from tonight 
when both teams host Christiansburg in a doubleheader at Patterson 
Stadium. 

South Co. 

teams sweep 

Wm. Byrd 

in lacrosse 

The William Byrd track team was the host for the 
“Terrier Team Challenge” on the oval at Robert A. 
Patterson Stadium in Vinton last Saturday. The competi-
tion was terrific as teams from all over the valley partici-
pated in the meet.

Byrd had some solid performances.  On the men’s side 
Wyatte Bailey finished sixth in the 400m dash with a time 
of 55.06 while Walker Nance took seventh in both the 
110m hurdles (16.74) and 300m hurdles (45.33). Jordan 
Johnson finished 7th in the long jump with a jump of 19’7”.  

Nathan Williamson took fifth in the discus with a throw 
of 111’01”, and  in the shot put Hunter Richards was fifth 
with a throw of 41’7.5”.  

On women’s side Chloe Harrilla jumped 15’10” to take 
second in the long jump while Mya Rosser was second in 
the discus with a toss of 99’ 3”. Sarah Fuchs was sixth in 
the discus at 90’3”.

Sydney Blewett took a second in the shot put at 34’1” 
and teammates and sisters Mya Rosser was fifth and Jaylen 
Rosser was sixth.

The girls 4x100m relay of Harrilla, Fuchs, Emma Dalton 
and Remi Figart finished third with a time of 53.05 and 
second in the Sprint Medley with a time a of 2:01.67. 
Olivia Hurd finished fourth in the 800m run with a time 
of 2:33.29. 

Emma Matthews finished ninth in the 200m dash with 
a time of 28.78.  Emma Kageals took eighth in the 100m 
hurdles in 18.89 and fifth in the 300m hurdles with a time 
of 52.80. In the girls high jump Figart and Harrilla tied with 
a jump of 4’6.

The Terriers will be back in action this Saturday at 
Staunton River High for the Golden Eagle Invitational.  

Terriers host big meet

Above, William 
Byrd’s Walker Nance 
(middle, white 
shirt) competes 
in the 110 hurdles 
at last Saturday’s 
meet at Patterson 
Stadium. Far left, 
Tina Lin hands off 
to Emma Matthews 
in the 4x100 relay, 
and left Remi Figart 
competes in the long 
jump.

PHOTOS BY JEFF MARVIN
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