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Haley Has It For Less...
                For Vinton!

1530 Courtland Road NE,

$100 Off Your Best Deal!

Haley Toyota

Takes the chore out of switching

No headache. No hassle.
Visit us at www.BankofBotetourt.com   •  540-591-5000

Graham Knight 
Fitzgerald has some pret-
ty profound thoughts 
and dreams for someone 
who just turned 6 years 
old. He is ready to take 
on the foster care system 
one T-shirt at a time.

Graham has just com-
pleted this year’s Gaunt-
let Business Program 
and Competition to 
find a way to reach his 
goal. He is the youngest 
entrepreneur enrolled in 
the Gauntlet this year. 
He was just 5 years old 

when the sessions start-
ed in February – a kin-
dergartner at Green Val-
ley Elementary School 
in Roanoke County.  

His business is named 
GK’s Dream; he is sell-
ing T-shirts to raise 
funds for foster chil-
dren, “helping them se-
cure their forever homes 
while spreading positiv-
ity.”

Current data indi-
cates that there are ap-
proximately 424,000 
children in the United 
States foster care system 

and the average age of 
a foster child is 6 -1/2 
years old.

Graham stopped by 
the Vinton Municipal 
Building on April 19, 
right before the Town 
Council meeting, to be 
introduced to Mayor 
Brad Grose, Vice Mayor 
Sabrina McCarty, and 
Council members Lau-
rie Mullins and Mike 
Stovall and to tell them 
about his dream to help 
foster kids. He brought 
along the T-shirts his 
business sells featuring 

Introducing Gauntlet’s youngest 
entrepreneur – Graham Fitzgerald

See Entrepreneur, page 6

Lost WBHS Class Ring mystery solved
Sometime between 1977 and 

1984, Michele Ann Weiss (now 
Walker) lost her 1977 William Byrd 
High School Class Ring at a rest stop 
along Interstate 81. She had been 
traveling to visit friends and family. 
Her ring was too large, so she took it 
off  each time she washed her hands. 
Unfortunately, that time, she forgot 
to put it back on. A few miles down 
the highway she remembered and 
went back, but it was too late – the 
ring was gone.

Here’s the story she has shared:
“My parents, sisters, and I moved 

to Vinton about 1975,” Walker says. 
“I went to William Byrd my junior 
and senior years. When I was a stu-
dent there, I was in DECA. I went to 

school in the morning, was home in 
the afternoon, and worked evenings 
at Lendy’s KFC in Vinton.

“I can’t say I remember a lot about 
school. I was only there for two years, 
and only half days, so it was hard to 
make friends. Th ere were many nice 
people, some of whom gave me rides 
home because I had not gotten my 
license yet.

“While employed there I met and 
dated a guy from Indiana. On several 
occasions we visited the state. Th e re-
lationship failed, but my love for the 
Midwest did not. I met and married 
my husband of 33 years – Ed Walker. 
We have a daughter whom we live 
with and a son who lives and works 
in California. 

“After high school graduation, 
I could not decide what to do with 
my life,” said Walker. “I spent four or 
fi ve years traveling to see family and 
friends. I lived in New Jersey (where 
I was born); my grandma and other 
family members lived there.”  

As for the lost ring, it was found 
by Velma Merrifi eld, who had no 
way of knowing who it belonged to 
or where to return it – options were 
limited with no Internet, Facebook, 
or Googling.

Her daughter-in-law Sue Mer-
rifi eld says, “My late mother-in-law 
found the ring many years ago some-
where on a trip between New Hamp- PHOTO  BY SUE MERRIFIELD   

Found: One William Byrd Class Ring, 1977, size 5 and 
1/2.

Dogwood Festival introduces new ‘Teen Space’

Th e Vinton Dogwood 
Festival is introducing a 
new activity during its 
67th annual event – a 
“Teen Space,” to be lo-
cated in the area of the 
Municipal Building and 
the Farmburguesa res-
taurant on Pollard Street. 
Visitors are welcome 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on April 30.

Mineral Springs Bap-
tist Church is hosting the 
new attraction. Th e pas-
tor, Joe Gault, says the 
“Wow!” feature that will 
draw the crowds is a 24-
foot rock climbing wall 
rented from AAA Enter-
tainment. Th e wall can 
accommodate three teens 
at a time (with harness-
es). Plans are for the wall 

to be located either in 
the grassy lot next to the 
Farmburguesa restaurant 
or in the other grassy area 
to the left of the Munici-
pal Building, depending 
upon space requirements 
once it arrives.

Mineral Springs Bap-
tist members, who usu-
ally sponsor and facili-
tate the Kids Zone at the 
Dogwood Festival, have 
switched their focus this 
year from young children 
to the youth – at the re-
quest of the Dogwood 
Festival Committee who 
saw a need to engage 
this particular age group, 
who are often neglected 
at events of this type.

“Teen Space” has be-
come a cooperative ef-

fort between the Festival 
Committee and Mineral 
Springs Baptist. Both 
have participated in the 
planning and funding. 
Pastor Gault has taken 
the lead on the new 
concept, assisted by As-
sociate Pastor Patrick 
Speight and Mary Beth 
Layman from the Dog-
wood Committee. Vol-
unteers from Mineral 
Springs will be in charge 
on site on Festival Day.

In addition to the 
enormous climbing 
wall, the Teen Space 
also includes an “Escape 
Room,” a trendy new 
concept (there’s one at 
Valley View Mall) and 
the brainchild of Gault. 
Members of the church 

have built two walls at 
their church which will 
join the other two walls 
already in place in the al-
cove at the front of the 
Municipal Building to 
form the room.

When teens enter the 
Escape Room, they will 
immerse themselves in the 
narrative and experience 
and use various clues to 
solve a murder mystery. 
Groups of fi ve or six will 
enter the enclosure at one 
time and will receive sce-
narios, hints, clues, puz-
zles, riddles, and more to 
help them solve the mys-
tery. Th ere will be an actor 
stationed inside to assist. 

Th e murder mystery is 
geared toward teens. Par-
ents will be able to observe 
from outside with a moni-
tor.

Th e experience will 
last about 15-20 minutes. 
Groups can register ahead 
of time and then will be 
given a 15-minute warn-
ing that their turn is com-
ing up – like being on a 
Wait List. Th is will hope-
fully reduce congestion in 
the Municipal Building 
area. 

If that’s not enough to 
draw a crowd, the Teen 
Space will also include 
game consoles (Nintendo, 
Sega, etc.) on tables in the 
drive-through area next to 
the Municipal Building. 
Youth can compete, even 
against parents. Scores 
will be recorded through-
out the day with prizes 
at the end for the highest 
scores.

Pastor Gault says Min-
eral Springs Baptist hopes 
to serve the community, 
especially its youth, with 
this year’s new Teen Space. 
Members hope the teenag-
ers have a thoroughly great 
time. He says this was not 
just a team eff ort, but a 
churchwide eff ort to plan, 
organize, and facilitate a 
special place for teens with 
a variety of interests.

PHOTO COURTESY OF AAA ENTERTAINMENT
A main feature of the new Teen Space at this year’s Vinton Dogwood Festival will 
be the 24-foot rock climbing wall.

See Class Ring, page 4

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Graham Fitzgerald is the youngest entrepreneur in this year’s Gauntlet Business 
Program and Competition. His  business makes T-shirts to benefit children in 
foster care. He was introduced to Vinton Town Council prior to the meeting on 
April 19. Shown left to right are Vinton Mayor Brad Grose, Graham Fitzgerald, and 
Councilman Mike Stovall.
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“The generous donation from Rosie’s will help Southwest Virginia Ballet 
continue to provide outreach programs in our area. Thank you so much for 

your support not only of our organization but also of our students 
and community.”

Pedro Szalay, Artistic Director 
Southwest Virginia Ballet

www.svballet.org

Every week in 2022 we will donate $1,000 to a local nonprofit 
that is providing valuable services in the areas we are located. 

Helping those communities around us is at the core of our 
operational philosophy. We truly believe that high tides raise all 
ships and we are determined to continue to add value to the 

communities in which we operate.

Through the charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back,  
Colonial Downs Group has made monetary and in-kind 

donations of more than $1,975,000, and has logged over 2,500 
service hours in Virginia communities.

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS
WE WIN

Together

Th e Vinton Dogwood Festi-
val has endured and fl ourished 
since 1956 due to support from 
the community – whether 
through monetary support, in-
kind services, or volunteering 
of time.

Th e very fi rst Dogwood Fes-
tival was funded by a donation 
of $500 from Vinton Town 
Council, $750 from the Vinton 
Chamber of Commerce, and 
$100 from the Vinton Wom-
an’s Club, plus some smaller 
donations from individuals. 
Th at community support has 
increased through the years to 
include many local businesses, 

organizations, and generous 
Vintonites.

“On behalf of the Vinton 
Dogwood Festival Board, I 
would like to say thank you 
to the following businesses 
for their continued support 
and generosity this year,” said 
Karen Obenchain, Dogwood 
Fundraising and Sponsorship 
Committee Chair. “As the say-
ing goes, ‘It takes a village.’ 
Well, it takes a village to put 
on the Dogwood Festival.  We 
could not do it without the 
support from our local busi-
nesses. We are sincerely grateful 
and look forward to continuing 

this tradition for years to come. 
It gives us the opportunity to 
bring visitors to the Town of 
Vinton and showcase our town 
and the businesses we are so 
proud of.”

Heartfelt thanks go to those 
who have contributed mone-
tarily as well as in-kind services:

Community Sponsors – 
Platinum Level:

•Town of Vinton  
•Roanoke County 
•Community Foundation 

Serving Western Virginia Mel-
va P. Jones Fund

•WFXR Fox TV 

•HomeTrust Bank

Community Sponsors – 
Gold Level:

•Cross, Lavinder, Quinn & 
Park Family Dentistry 

•Oakey’s  
•Food Lion 
•Jeff  and Susan Teass
•Th e Vinton Messenger

Community Sponsors – Sil-
ver Level:

•Th e Hemp Mill  
•Freedom First   
•Bank of Botetourt  
•Evergreen Memorial 

(Mountain View Cemetery) 

BUSINESS PATRONS:
•Cranwell & Moore 
•New York Life (Len Hale) 
•Pretty Paws  
•American Effi  ciency Inns 
•Woods Service Center  
•Musselwhite & Associates
•Grand Storage 
•Th e Hybrid Clinic  
•Mountain View Real Estate 

(Tim Greenway) 
•Vinton Appliance 
•Cornerstone Antiques
•Donald Harrison, Don’s 

Cab-Inns 
•Mayor Brad Grose and Mrs. 

Debby Grose

Vinton Dogwood Festival Committee thanks sponsors for support

Dogwood Festival receives generous donation from Melva P. Jones fund

Th e Vinton Dogwood 
Festival happens each year 
only due to the generosity 
of its sponsors. Th e festi-
val is funded entirely by 
donations, sponsorships, 
and fundraising events, 
along with the fees from 
concessions, vendors, and 
the carnival.

Th is year the Commu-
nity Foundation Serving 
Western Virginia Melva 
P. Jones Fund contributed 
over $2,100 to the Dog-
wood Festival for the pur-
pose of funding the Kids’ 
Zone at the Vinton Farm-
ers’ Market on April 30. 

Th e check was present-
ed to Dogwood Festival 
President Beth Abbott 
and Karen Obenchain, 

chair of the Vinton Dog-
wood Fundraising and 
Sponsorship Committee 
by Community Founda-
tion President and CEO 
Alan Ronk at the Vinton 
Farmers’ Market on April 
25.

According to the Com-
munity Foundation, 
“Melva Payne Jones was 
a long-time resident of 
Vinton. She was a 50-year 

member of the Th ursday 
Morning Music Club, 
having joined in 1942. 
She taught piano and or-
gan and directed music 
in the Roanoke Valley for 
more than fi fty years.

“Melva received her 
training and education 
at William Byrd High 
School, in the Class of 
1941. She then attended 
the Shenandoah Conser-
vatory of Music and later 
studied at such prestigious 
places as the Peabody 
Conservatory of Music, 
the Pius Conservatory of 
Liturgical Music, North-
western University, and 
the St. Louis Institute of 
Music at Washington Uni-
versity.

“Melva was president 
of the Th ursday Morning 
Music Club for two terms 
in the 1970s. She also was 
active with the Strings and 
Bows and youth groups of 
the club. In 1987, Melva 
received the Perry F. Ken-
dig Award from Roanoke 
College, which was spon-
sored by the Roanoke Val-
ley Arts Council.”

According to “Vin-
ton History 1884-1984,” 
Jones lived in a historic 
home on Washington Av-
enue in Vinton. Ronk says 
the Community Foun-
dation donated her baby 
grand piano to the Vin-
ton War Memorial for its 
ballroom many years ago, 
where it is still in use.

“Melva’s love for mu-
sic and the arts and her 
strong interest in helping 
and teaching others will 
be perpetuated forever 
through the Melva P. Jones 
Fund for Music and Art,” 
said Ronk, who has been 
the fi rst and only presi-
dent of the Community 
Foundation since 1990.

Th is permanently en-
dowed fund makes annual 
grants to music and arts 
programs and organiza-
tions, with a preference 
for those which benefi t the 
citizens of Vinton – such 
as this year’s gift to the 
Vinton Dogwood Festival. 

“Since its establish-
ment, her fund has award-
ed hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in grants back to 
her home community in 
her name and supported 
the educational dreams 
of many young men and 
women through college 
scholarships,” said Mi-
chele Eberly, Director of 
Grants and Donor En-
gagement for the Com-
munity Foundation.

Each year, Eberly seeks 
out organizations with art 
and music projects and 

other needs and off ers 
funding from the Melva 
P. Jones endowment. 
Herman L. Horn and 
W.E. Cundiff  Elementary 
Schools have been recipi-
ents in recent years. She 
coordinates many of the 
grant programs and schol-
arships and works closely 
with donors, nonprofi t 
organizations, and stu-
dents. 

For many years, Vin-
tonites Barbara Dillon, 
Elma Swain, and Frances 
Coleman served on the 
board and helped make 
decisions on the awarding 
of funds.

Th e Community Foun-
dation has been help-
ing individuals, families, 
nonprofi t organizations, 
and others establish per-
manent charitable lega-
cies since 1988. Th e web-
site says that they “enable 
generous people to easily 
give back to the commu-
nities they love.” Th ey 
have been described as “a 
central hub for commu-
nity philanthropy.”

Th e foundation ad-
ministers over 400 named 
endowment funds with 

total assets and donations 
exceeding $100 million 
and works to connect 
philanthropic resources 
with important commu-
nity needs. Each year the 
foundation distributes 
about $4 million in grants 
and scholarships. Th e or-
ganization serves the cit-
ies of Roanoke, Salem, 
Lexington and Martins-
ville, the counties of Roa-
noke, Botetourt, Craig, 
Floyd, Franklin, Henry, 
and Alleghany, and other 
surrounding areas.  

Th e funding for the 
Kids’ Zone at the Farm-
ers’ Market will enable 
children to enjoy – for 
free –  many activities 
during the Dogwood 
Festival on April 30, pro-
viding everything from 
large infl atables to a pet-
ting zoo, to crafts, a Lego 
building station, photo 
booth, STEM Soap 
Snakes and Seltzer Pop-
pers, a prize walk, and 
more. Th e kids’ area will 
be supervised by volun-
teers from Lighthouse 
Bible Church in Vin-
ton, home of Lighthouse 
Christian Academy.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS 
Alan Ronk, President and CEO of the Community 
Foundation Serving Western Virginia, presented a 
generous donation to the Vinton Dogwood Festival 
on April 25. He is shown with Karen Obenchain, 
Committee Chair for Fundraising and Sponsorships 
(right) and Dogwood Festival President Beth Abbott. 

PHOTO FROM THE  COMMUNITY FOUNDATION SERVING WESTERN VIRGINIA 
Melva Payne Jones served at Belmont Baptist, where 
she was the organist for 11 years.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. North American people
 6. Chinese surname
10. Fit in at the last minute
14. “Very” in musical terminol-
ogy
15. Underwater displays
17. Crosby’s bandmates
19. Belong to he
20. Informed about the latest 
trends (archaic)
21. Sequences of alternating 
turns
22. Genus of grasses
23. Satisfy
24. Petty quarrel
26. Made level
29. Ruler of Iran
31. Historical region of Syria
32. Food suitable for babies
34. Something to lend
35. Zone of oceanic trenches

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

37. Philippine island
38. Domesticated animal
39. Plant of the lily family
40. Bluish green
41. __ Tomei, actress
43. Without (French)
45. Lilly and Manning are two
46. Apply pressure to
47. Divide in half
49. Bad deed
50. Don’t know when yet
53. Hollywood’s greatest 
honor
57. Aiming to exhort
58. Faked
59. A way to pierce
60. Midway between north-
east and east
61. Points
CLUES DOWN
 1. Chop up
 2. __ Spumante (Italian 

wine)
 3.  Egyptian goddess
 4. Split pulses
 5. Affl ict
 6. Type of area rug
 7. Tide
 8. Affi rmative
 9. Sudden change
10. One picked
11. Debauched man
12. Stiff bristles
13. Famous arena
16. Established rules and 
methods
18. Injection
22. Father
23. Protein-rich liquids
24. He delivers gifts
25. Advanced degree
27. Fencing swords
28. Chinese mountain range
29. Shaft horsepower (abbr.)

30. Precursor to hemoglobin
31. Much __ about nothing
33. Compound fabric (abbr.)
35. A way to act slowly on
36. Ottoman military commanders
37. Popular kids’ network
39. Hard compound
42. Sympathize with
43. Northeast college
44. Blood group
46. Frosted
47. Turn away 
48. Benefi t
49. Dry or withered
50. Bangladeshi monetary unit
51. Reproduced
52. Contributes
53. Thrust horse power (abbr.)
54. Wear
55. Promotes retention of water 
(abbr.)
56. Very small

Dogwood Court in horse-drawn carriages will lead the parade

Ten beautiful young 
women in gorgeous horse-
drawn carriages will be 
leading the 2022 Vinton 
Dogwood Festival Parade 
on April 30. Th is will be 
the second year that the 
newly crowned Dogwood 
Queen and her Court (all 
seniors at William Byrd 
High School) will be rid-
ing through the streets of 
Vinton in carriages from 
the Lexington Carriage 
Company. 

During the 67 years 
the Dogwood Festival has 
been in existence, in most 
years the women on the 
Dogwood Court and the 
Queen rode in chairs on 
a special fl oat. In the fi rst 
year of the pandemic, they 
rode in convertibles – and 
they made up the entire 
parade themselves – driv-
ing down Washington 
Avenue from the Vinton 
War Memorial, then cir-
cling back up, and in the 
month of July because the 
traditional April parade 
had been cancelled.

In 2021, there was still 
no offi  cial parade, but 
the Dogwood Queen was 
crowned at the Munici-
pal Building. Afterwards, 
she and her court boarded 
horse-drawn carriages in 
front of the building and 
circled the downtown 
streets twice, led by the 

Vinton Police and a car-
riage company attendant 
on foot.

Vinton Dogwood 
Festival President Beth 
Abbott started the tradi-
tion last year with a call 
to Shana Layman who 
owns Lexington Carriage 
Company. And in 2022, 
the full parade is on again 
and the Dogwood Queen 
and Court will lead off  the 
parade in two of their car-
riages.

Th e Dogwood Queen 
will be crowned at the 
Vinton Municipal Build-
ing at noon on April 30. 
Th e parade with the Dog-
wood Court and carriages 
will kick-off  from the Vin-
ton War Memorial at 2:30, 
proceed down Washing-
ton Avenue, make a left 
onto Maple Street, a right 
onto Cleveland Avenue, 
another right onto Pollard 
Street, and then left onto 
Gus Nicks Boulevard, 
ending at the Billy Byrd 
apartments and fi eld.

One of the carriages is 
a “limo” which will trans-
port six girls; the other 
will carry the remaining 
four. All are “convertibles” 
with tops available in case 
of rain.

Th e carriage company 
was established in 1985 
to support the historic 
downtown district with 
narrated tours through 
the business district, col-
lege campuses, and his-

toric residential area of 
Lexington.

Layman started out 
working as a driver for 
eight years for the original 
owner and then bought 
the business in 2004. She 
will be one of the drivers 
in the Dogwood Parade. 
Layman says she attended 
the University of Vir-
ginia and started out in 
the medical fi eld but kept 
coming back to the horses 
– each year whenever the 
weather got warm, she 
heard the call.

She says the carriage 
company is basically 
a family business. Th e 
horses are pastured on her 
mother’s farm; her sister, 
nieces, and nephews drive 
the carriages. Her husband 
goes along to assist with 
larger events, which now 
include local parades, fes-
tivals, weddings, seasonal 
events (like Roanoke’s 
Dickens of a Christmas), 
birthday and anniversary 
celebrations, and more.

Lexington Carriage 
currently owns fi ve pairs 
of experienced teams, 
all used to working in 
crowds. Each carriage 
is pulled by a matched-
horse team – this year Ar-
ron and Abe, and Jenny 
and Jake. Th e company 
does not breed horses 
themselves but looks else-
where for matched pairs 
of horses that are related. 
Arron and Abe are broth-

ers; Jenny and Jake are 
brother and sister. (Other 
pairs are Nip and Tuck, 
Woody and Weepy, Maxx 
and Mutt.)

Arron and Abe are 
Hafl ingers, the smallest 
breed of draft horses and 
bred in the Alps. Layman 
says they are not only 
beautiful but have a great 
demeanor for their work. 
Th ey have been with her 
for eight years. Th ree of 
her teams are the blond 
Hafl ingers. 

Jenny and Jake are Per-
cherons, a French draft 
breed frequently used in 
Amish communities for 
planting and plowing, 
and also known for their 
calm temperament and 

stamina. Th ese two have 
been with Lexington Car-
riage for 20 years.

Layman says her horses 
are thoroughly spoiled – 
which you can ascertain 
by a glimpse at the Lex-
ington Carriage Compa-
ny Facebook page. Th ere 
are pictures of the horses 
frolicking in pastures, in 
addition to performing 
at events. Th eir treat of 
choice is a Pop-Tart – any 
fl avor. In fact, Layman 
will be warning the girls 
on the Dogwood Court 
to keep their fl owers out 
of reach – the horses will 
munch on most anything.

Th e horses and car-
riages will be transported 
to Vinton via trailers. 

Once they arrive, the car-
riages will be decorated 
with dogwood blooms by 
Friends of Nancy Horne, 
Roanoke County Com-
missioner of the Revenue.

Th e horses wear diapers 
in the parade, so there is 
no mess to clean up along 
the streets. Layman says 
that is a law in Lexington.

Lexington Carriage 
Company operates his-
toric tours each year from 
April through October. 
Th ey are available for spe-
cial events throughout the 
year. Check out the web-
site at http://www.lexcar-
r iage.com/home.html  
and the Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.
com/lexcarriage. 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Lexington Carriage Company is returning to the Vinton Dogwood Festival for its 
second year, this year transporting the Dogwood Queen and Court through the streets 
of Vinton in the Dogwood Parade. This scene is from Dogwood Festival 2021.
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This month’s Spot-
light on Town Staff fea-
tures Kevin Orange who 
has been employed by the 
Town of Vinton since July 
11, 2005, almost 17 years. 
He is a Wastewater System 
Operator III in the Public 
Works Department.

Orange was also rec-
ognized by Vinton Town 
Council and Public Works 
Director Bo Herndon in 
July 2021 for his actions, 
along with those of three 
other employees, as they 
were dealing with a water 
main break. He and his co-
workers assisted Pat David-
son, whose car had broken 
down on Mountain View 
Road. They got her out of 
the car, out of the roadway, 
and safely on her way. 

Councilwoman Laurie 
Mullins said at the time, 
“This is just one incident; 
Public Works employees 
go above and beyond ev-
eryday” for the citizens of 
Vinton.

Each year Orange and 
other military veterans are 
recognized by the town 
on Veterans Day. Orange 
served in the U.S. Army 
from 1982 through 1986 
with the rank of E-4. He 
was in light infantry and 
stationed in Georgia and 
Kentucky. 

“The Vinton Public 
Works Department touch-
es the lives of thousands of 
people every day in a very 
professional manner,” says 
Mayor Brad Grose. “The 
dedicated individuals in 

the department enhance 
the quality of life in Vin-
ton by maintaining all the 
systems that provide safety, 
convenience, recreation, 
and a pleasing appear-
ance in our Town. We are 
truly blessed to have such 
skilled, devoted people in 
the Vinton Public Works 
Department.”

The Town of Vinton 
and The Vinton Messen-
ger are partnering to put 
the spotlight on Town of 
Vinton employees during 
the month of their birth-
days. The town is proud to 
have these individuals on 
staff and want to make the 
community aware of who is 
“behind the scenes” mak-
ing the town look great and 
operate so successfully. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF VINTONKevin Orange

SPOTLIGHT ON TOWN OF VINTON STAFF

Th e Bonsack/Blue Ridge 
Ruritan Club will have a 
chicken barbecue fundraiser 

from 4:30-6 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 21. 

Th e drive-through event (no 

dine in) will be on the back lot 
at Bonsack United Method-
ist Church at 4493 Bonsack 

Road.
Tickets are $15 for half a 

chicken, baked beans, slaw, 

roll and a beverage. Contact 
Lou Rader at 540-400-7079 to 
reserve tickets.

Bonsack/Blue Ridge Ruritans Chicken BBQ scheduled for May 21
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by off ering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival off ers its own unique 
atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE!

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

WE NOW OFFER NEW MIRRORS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

shire and Florida. Th ere was no 
way to search back then. Th e ring 
was put away for decades. Th e 
family had no idea even where 
William Byrd High School was 
located. We came across the ring 
recently and thought we would 
try Facebook.”

On April 17, Merrifi eld 
posted a photo of the class ring 
on Facebook with the message, 
“Trying to fi nd the owner of a 
girl’s 1977 William Byrd class 
ring. It has initials, but we can-
not access a 1977 yearbook to 
narrow it down. Any sugges-
tions?”

Th e family located some 
William Byrd alumni groups, 
which led to the Vinton History 
Museum Facebook pages. Th e 
responses poured in – with so 
many Byrd alumni brainstorm-
ing to fi nd the owner of the ring, 
and Walker with no idea of what 
was going on.

Merrifi eld identifi ed the ini-
tials engraved inside the band 
– MAW – and the search be-
came more intense. Th e lost and 
found ring became a hot topic 
on not just the WBHS Alumni 
Facebook pages, but on the Vin-
ton History and Memories page 
as well. 

Th e History Museum owns 
an almost complete collection of 
WBHS Black Swan yearbooks 

and took a look at the 1977 vol-
ume looking for names with the 
initials “MAW.”

Some thought it might be a 
man’s ring, but Merrifi eld iden-
tifi ed it as defi nitely belonging to 
a woman, size 5 and 1/2 –“the 
photo just makes it look larger.”

Class of ’77 alumni Karen 
Jackson picked up the ball and 
kept the Facebook exchanges go-
ing, knowing that even with the 
Internet it might become frus-
trating for Merrifi eld searching 
from New Hampshire.

Jackson also called Th e Vin-
ton Messenger, shared the story 
from Facebook with Editor Matt 
de Simone, and asked for as-
sistance in the search – and for 
an article when the mystery was 
solved, but most of the legwork 
had been done by then.

Th e newspaper checked with 
the high school for information 
and was told by Chris Ayers, 
administrative assistant in the 
Counseling Department, “We 
only have current students and 
the previous year’s graduates at 
the school level now.” She re-
ferred inquiries on to Cindy Pic-
keral, administrative analyst for 
School Counseling and Student 
Records at Central Offi  ce, who 
found no information on Weiss 
on fi le either.

Strangely enough, Vinton 

History Museum Executive Di-
rector Judy Cunningham had 
just received copies of the miss-
ing 1976 and 1977 WBHS year-
books from a patron, Caroline 
Forbes, which enabled her to do 
some research and pick out the 
names that might fi t, including 
Melinda Whitlow, Myra Wil-
liamson, and even Mary Anne 
Wood who graduated with the 
Class of 1976. Mary Ann Wood 
Craighead noticed the post and 
informed everyone the ring was 
not hers. Alumni Terri Phlegar 
looked in the 1977 yearbook and 
found a Michele Ann Weiss as a 
senior that year.

Finally, the list was narrowed 
to that one person – Michele 
Ann Weiss. Th rough more Face-
book messaging, Merrifi eld was 
able to fi nd contact information 
for Michele’s mother.

Merrifi eld talked with Mi-
chele’s mom and then with Mi-
chele and the ring has now been 
put in the mail to Indiana.

“My mom, Marjorie Weiss, 
sold the Vinton house after Dad 
died and moved to Southwest 
Roanoke,” Walker says. “I return 
to Roanoke to visit my mom, my 
sister and nieces and nephews 
about twice a year. Funny thing 
is, I was supposed to be there 
over Easter but was too sick to 
travel. I noticed that Easter was 

the day Susan Packard Merrifi eld 
posted the ring on Facebook.”

Th e story continues, “Mom 
is good friends with Judy Russ. 
Christelle Russ Worley and 
Charlotte Carver asked Judy to 
let mom know everyone was 
looking for me. Only four days 
later the mystery was solved.” 

Walker says that she moved to 
Indiana in 1984 and once in a 
while would think about the lost 
ring, but not lately. When her 
mother called about the ring, 
Michele was surprised to fi nd 
out it had been found, and on 
a day when she really needed 
some good news. She had been 
experiencing some health prob-
lems and on the day her mother 
called she had been having some 
tests, but “this afternoon’s news 
was fun. I am amazed, laughing, 
and crying.”  

“I think the funniest part and 
the most embarrassing is that 
because the ring was too big, 
I would take it off  to wash my 
hands – so I wouldn’t lose it. 
Th en it is lost for 45 years!” 

Once Weiss was located, 
alumni Karen Jackson com-
mented, “Th is whole experience 
has been mind-blowing! Th e 
power of teamwork, and all of 
us working for a greater good. It 
takes me back 45 years ago when 
we graduated!” 

Jackson calls Merrifi eld a 
“living hero! As my pastor says, 
‘People don’t have to be nice’ and 
you went above and beyond. In a 
world where people would just as 
soon step over you when they see 
you fall, thank you for remind-
ing us that humanity is alive and 
well. I know your mother-in-law 
is smiling down with pride! You 
both could have just chucked 
the ring.”

Sue Merrifi eld’s husband 
summed it up, “Well, Mom 
would be happy” that the mys-
tery was fi nally solved after so 
many years.

Walker sent a message to 
all who assisted in the search, 
“Th ank you to all who helped 
with this real-life mystery” and 
sent another tidbit of informa-
tion in a follow-up email. 

“Just got off  the phone with 
my mom and she tells me a 
story about her high school 
class ring,” Walker said. “She 
went to PK Yonge High School 
in Gainesville, Fla. In the 1950s 
she went to a party with her sis-
ter. Someone at the party asks 
to see her ring. She takes it off  
and hands it to them; they never 
return the ring. We had a good 
laugh, mother and daughter, 
young and doing silly things. 
Sometimes life is better than fi c-
tion.”

Class Ring from page 1

PHOTO FROM THE VINTON HISTORY MUSEUM
Owner of the WBHS Class Ring Michele Weiss Walker

PHOTO BY SUE MERRIFIELD
 Finder of WBHS Class Ring Velma Merrifield

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Sue Merrifield, who reunited Michele Weiss with her 
1977 WBHS Class Ring.

Drug Take Back Day at Lake Drive Plaza on April 30
National Prescription Drug Take 

Back Day will be held on April 30 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Th e Vinton 
event will be held at the Lake Drive 
Plaza Kroger parking lot at 915 Hardy 
Road, Vinton.

Th e National Prescription Drug 

Take Back Day aims to provide a safe, 
convenient, and responsible means of 
disposing of prescription drugs, while 
also educating the general public about 
the potential for abuse of medications.

Too often, unused prescription 
drugs fi nd their way into the wrong 

hands. Th at’s dangerous and often 
tragic. Th at’s why it was great to see 
thousands of folks from across the 
country clean out their medicine cabi-
nets and turn in – safely and anony-
mously – a record amount of prescrip-
tion drugs.
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Th ey say April showers 
bring May fl owers, and here 
at the Vinton Library we are 
prepared to enjoy all the na-
ture our community has to 
off er. 

To start, on Tuesday, May 
3 at 2 p.m., we will have a 
virtual program on Nature 
Apps. If you enjoy birds, 
plants, and all things out-
doors, be sure to join us to 
fi nd out about these great 
apps you can use on your 
smartphone during all your 
outdoor explorations. 

Once you’ve learned all 
there is to know about your 
outside surroundings, you 
can come by our Plant Swap 
on Saturday, May 28 from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m., to bring the 
outdoors in. Spread smiles 
by sharing plants—bring in 
a plant to swap for another 
one brought in by a neigh-
bor. Please bring only healthy 
plants in a container, as well 
as a box to take your new 
plant home in; we will also 
have plant stakes for labeling. 

Attention all Star Wars 
fans! Th is month we are hav-
ing a special May the Fourth 
Event. On Wednesday, May 
4 from 4-5 p.m. drop by to 
join in the fun. We will have 
an awesome Star Wars back-
drop for taking fun photos, 
Star Wars themed trivia for 
teens and adults, as well as 
snacks and crafts for all ages. 
Don’t forget to enter the 
drawing for awesome Star 
Wars prizes.

Celebrate Pet Month 
with us! When you come 
by our drive-thru to pick up 
your items, get a paw-licious 
Milkbone for your dog or 
a Temptations treat to take 
home to your cat. We will 
also have Bark Bags with in-
structions and materials for 
making a simple dog toy. Kits 
also include a Milkbone treat, 
a simple treat recipe to make 
at home, books for dog lov-
ers available at https://www.
roanokecountyva.gov/library  
and ideas for fun things to 
do with your dog to celebrate 
National Pet Month. For 
the kitties we will have a Cat 
Snack kit with the supplies 
and instructions for growing 
cat grass for your feline friend. 

We’re partnering with the 
Better Business Bureau and 
presenter Riley Ginger to 
bring you a program on Mili-
tary, Veterans, and Scams. 
Register to learn more about 
the common scams that tar-
get members of the military 
and veterans on Th ursday, 
May 5 at 11 a.m. 

In case you missed it last 
month, we will have another 
Medicare 101 session on 
Monday, May 16 at 11 a.m. 
Learn important information 
and dates for anyone over the 
age of 65 and how to tailor 
your Medicare plan to meet 
your individual needs. 

On Saturday, May 7 at 3 
p.m. NAMI-Roanoke Valley 
will be here to give a Mental 
Health Awareness Talk with 
an overview of common 
diagnoses as well as mental 
health services available for 
help in the Roanoke area. 

Th is month the Vinton 
Book Club will be discussing 
Maus by Art Spiegelman on 
Th ursday, May 5 at 3 p.m. 
Th e As the Page Turns book 
club will discuss Th e Maid-
ens by Alex Michaelides on 
Wednesday, May 11 at 2 

p.m.
Also continuing this 

month, we will host Open 
Bridge for experienced play-
ers every Tuesday from 1-4 
p.m. 

Th e Roanoke Valley Dul-
cimers will meet Saturday, 
May 21 from 10:15 a.m.-
12:15 p.m. 

We will also continue to 
have classic Saturday Morn-
ing Cartoons every Saturday 
from 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. on 
the patio. 

DMV Connect will be at 
the library on Tuesday, May 
31 through Th ursday, June 2 
from10 a.m.-5 p.m. (closed 
1-2 p.m. for lunch). No ap-
pointment necessary.

Children’s Book Week 
is from Monday, May 2 
through Saturday, May 7! 
Kids can celebrate during 
the fi rst week of the month 
by drawing a picture of their 
favorite picture book cover 
and/or character--stop by the 
library to pick up a drawing 
sheet. All art will be displayed 
in the children’s area, and par-
ticipants will be entered into 
a drawing to win a prize. On 
Saturday, May 7, bring the 
kids to the children’s area to 
make a special Mother’s Day 
Card for mom, while sup-
plies lasts. 

Be sure to register for this 
month’s Caturday on Satur-
day, May 28 from 2:30-3:30 
p.m., along with visiting au-
thor Valerie Archual, who 
will be here with her rescue 
cat, Roger, whom she rescued 
from RCACP during a previ-
ous Caturday event.

Did you know that Roa-
noke County Public Library 
started a Discord Server for 
Teens? Visit our website for 
a link to join our server and 
a calendar for events where 
you can take part in all kinds 
of fun with other teens in the 
area. 

Also continuing this 
month, kids can come to 
Lego Play on Wednesday, 
May 25 at 4 p.m.; Teen Gam-
ing will take place in the teen 
center on Monday, May 23 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m.; Junior 
Makers Club’s theme this 
month is “candy science” and 
will take place on Wednes-
day, May 18 from 4 to 5 p.m. 
Register for Super Saturday: 
Super Kicks Ninja Training, 
which will be on Saturday, 
May 14 from 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Jammie Time (ages 3-5) 
will continue on Tuesdays at 
6 p.m; Early Start Club (ages 
0-18 months) on Wednes-
days at 10:30 a.m.; and Fam-
ily Storytime (ages 3-5) on 
Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m.

May Kids Wonder Packs: 
Blooming Paper Flowers

May Kids Take and Cre-
ates:

Week of May 2: Spaceship 
Craft

Week of May 9: STEM 
Tangrams

Week of May 16: El-
ephant Craft

Week of May 23: Bowtie 
Butterfl ies

May Teen Take and Cre-
ate: Macramé Keychains

May Adult Take and Cre-
ate: Watercolor Humming-
birds

Please be sure to check 
rocolibrary.org for any regis-
tration requirements for all 
programs.

By Vinton Branch Library 
Assistant Molly Meador

Beyond Books for May 2022

Our family reunion was held 
last weekend at the Charles 
Hill Senior Building. Family 
members came from all over 
to celebrate: Troy, Ginger and 
Leighton Huffman, Valerie 
Bell Hendricks, Lindsey 
Bell Wells and Amber from 
Richmond; Buddy Bell, 
Naomi Roberts (N.C.); David 
and Dahl Brown, Justin, 

Hollyn and Gunner Brown, 
Trent Huffman ( N.Y.); Sally, 
Mel and granddaughter Olivia 

Griffith  (Lynchburg); Drake 
and Hannah Lewis, Steve and 
Tara Jones, Angie and Greg 
Boitnott, Abbie Lewis (soon 
to be graduate from Roanoke 
College), Greg Chewning, 
Karen, Tad and Laura Robertson 
(Covington); Kelley and Steve 
Hellems, Austin Alzuro (S.C.). 
We so missed Mom – she was in 
the hospital and missed it all!

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS
Angie

Chewning
Filling in for Bootie

Vote for WBHS art students in VANS competition
William Byrd High 

School art students have 
been selected as one of 
the top 50 fi nalists of the 
VANS Custom Culture 
Contest and a chance 
to win $50,000 for the 
school. WBHS is the only 
school in Virginia to make 
Top 50.

William Byrd High 
School art students Mor-
gan Kelly, Kamryn Brown, 
Joseph Spickard, Julie Sat-
tah, Samantha Shrader, 
Lilly Kroese, McKenna 
Paradis, Emma Gordon, 
Briar Boksa, and Grace 
Owen are among the TOP 
50 fi nalists.

Th e students created 
custom VANS highlight-
ing the greater Roanoke 
Valley (including Bed-
ford) as well as a tribute 
to VANS co-founder Paul 
Van Doren.  

Public online voting is 
underway and will con-

tinue through May 6 
at https://customculture.
vans.com.  Anyone can 
vote once per day.

•Go to https://cus-
tomculture.vans.com/

• Click: VOTE HERE
•Type in your email 

and go to William Byrd 
High School

•Cast your vote—once 
every day

PHOTO COURTESY ROANOKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
William Byrd High School art students have been selected as one of the top 50 
finalists of the VANS Custom Culture Contest and a chance to win $50,000 for the 
school. The community is urged to vote for them – and more than once.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Vinton Farmers’ Market 
opened on April 16 and is 
now open Tuesdays through 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
It will be open through the fall.

Fresh fruits and vegetables, 
bedding plants, and hanging 
baskets are now on sale by 
Rueda Plants and Produce from 

Gabby and Kayla Rueda, who 
have been the main anchors of 
the market for many years.

Community Programs 
Director Chasity Barbour, who 
is in charge of the market in 
Vinton, says that in addition 
to the Ruedas, there will be a 
number of other vendors this 

year with crafts, meat sales, 
bakery items, and more.

Find updates on Facebook 
at Rueda Plants and Produce 
at https://www.facebook.
c o m / R u e d a - P l a n t s - a n d -
Produce -109783661444327 
/ or at https://www.facebook.
com/InVinton.

Vinton Farmers’ Market now open for the season

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMSThe Vinton Farmers’ Market has reopened for the season.

Th e Vinton History 
Museum will be open Fri-
day, April 29 and Saturday, 
April 30 during the Vinton 
Dogwood Festival. Stop by 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
for a visit or a tour of the 
thousands of local artifacts.

Vinton Tapestry throws, 

past William Byrd High 
School yearbooks, Friend-
ship Baskets and other items 
from the “Gift Niche” will be 
available. Th ere will also be a 
large assortment of books 
available free of charge.

Th e “Th rasher Quilters” 
will be at the museum on 

Saturday with beautiful wall 
hangings and table toppers, 
as well as lap quilts.

Th e Vinton History Mu-
seum is located at the corner 
of Jackson Avenue and Ma-
ple Street in downtown Vin-
ton just across from the Vin-
ton Library back entrance.

Vinton History Museum open extra 
hours during Dogwood Festival
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Ja-
son Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is lo-
cated at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 
1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 

School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@veri-
zon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 

7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 
9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

GOD’S COVENANT 
Read Genesis 9:1 through 11:32

A covenant is a promise or contract between two parties. How-
ever, a biblical covenant involved much more. It was a permanent 
arrangement designed to promote friendship and understanding 
between God and man. After the fl ood, God made a covenant with 
Noah and every living thing.

I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth (Genesis 9:13).

This covenant had three parts. Never again would a fl ood devas-
tate the earth. Season would follow season as long as the earth 
remained. Then God gave the rainbow to show that He could be 
trusted to keep His part of the covenant.

The rainbow speaks of God’s grace and mercy. But His grace didn’t 
stop with the rainbow. God wanted to have a relationship with us 
in spite of our unworthiness, so He sent us a Mediator—Jesus—
who, by His death, opened up a new and better covenant, one that 
removed our sin and cleansed our conscience (Luke 22:20).

Prayer for Today: Lord, with Your help I will keep my part of the 
covenant—to love and honor You. Amen

Quicklook: Genesis 9:8–17

Titan the Monkey and 
the mysterious catch-
phrase “What’s up with 
the FOM?”

He gave council 
his “elevator pitch,” a 
Gauntlet technique, to 
sum up his business in 
just about three min-
utes:

“Hi, my name is Gra-
ham Knight Fitzgerald, 
and I am currently 6 
years old.  I live with my 
dad and am starting to 
realize that even though 
I don’t have everything 
I want, I am very fortu-
nate to have the things 
that I do have in my life.  
It is my dream to find a 
way to make the world 
a better place by doing 
the right thing and do-
ing something for the 
greater good.

“Titan’s catchphrase, 
‘What’s up with the 
FOM?’ started in my 
aunt’s house as I came 
busting through the 
French doors into the 
kitchen and shouted, 
‘What’s up with the 
FOM?’  Everyone looked 
puzzled and asked me 
what that meant and at 
the time I was just being 
a silly kid and stated, ‘I 
have no clue.’  

“On the ride home, 
my dad and I started 
talking and decided that 
this catchy little phrase 
could be a good gateway 
into fulfilling some of 
the dreams that I have.

“One of these dreams 
is to help children in 
the foster care sys-
tem. I am going to help 
these children have a 
chance at finding their 
forever homes that 
are filled with love so 
they can achieve their 
dreams. This is impor-
tant to me because my 
best friend is currently 
in this exact situation 
and like him, I don’t 
want any kids out there 
to feel like they don’t 
belong like he did when 
we first met.  So, with 
the support of my dad, 
my family, close friends, 
Titan, and all of you I 
am starting GK’s Dream 

to help these children’s 
dreams become a real-
ity.” 

There were “high-
fives” all around when 
Graham finished speak-
ing to council.

In their business plan, 
Graham and his father, 
Mike Fitzgerald, are list-
ed as co-owners and co-
CEOs of GK’s Dream.

Graham’s dad is a 
substance abuse coun-
selor, currently with the 
Carilion Clinic OBOT 
(Office-Based Opioid 
Treatment) program. He 
has his Master’s Degree 
in Professional Counsel-
ing and is also a Certi-
fied Substance Abuse 
Counselor. 

He says his goal is 
to help make Graham’s 
dreams come true.

“My passion is to help 
people, including my 
son, so this adventure 
begins,” Fitzgerald says.

The Fitzgeralds have 
had some help in devel-
oping their business, in-
cluding from artist Mi-
chelle Quesenberry.

“I have a passion for 
drawing and when Gra-
ham told me his vision 
for GK’s Dream I was all 
in,” Quesenberry says. 
“In addition, I have 
fostered children in my 
home for the past sev-
eral years and have expe-
rienced their pain of not 
having a stable and lov-
ing environment first-
hand. Graham’s vision 
tugged on my heart-
strings, and I wanted to 
contribute to his success 
in helping children in 
need.”

The T-shirts they 
have come up with fea-
ture intriguing slogans. 
Two shirts have been 
designed and released 
so far, with a goal of 
including five to seven 
in the series. Each shirt 
offers just part of the 
meaning behind the slo-
gan of “What’s up with 
the FOM?” – part of 
their marketing strategy.

The team worked 
with Marj Easterling 
(a Gauntlet graduate) 

and her Big Lick Screen 
Printing, LLC, to come 
up with the finished 
product. They wanted 
to keep their business 
“local” as much as pos-
sible.

The T-shirts are now 
on sale online through 
their website and Face-
book page.

This year’s Gauntlet 
business classes were on-
line and included a re-
cord 140 entrepreneurs. 
Now in its eighth year, 
the Gauntlet has helped 
more than 650 local 
businesses get a start.

Mike Fitzgerald and 
Graham both participat-
ed in the online classes 
each Tuesday night for 
10 weeks. They were a 
challenge at times for a 
kindergartner, but Gra-
ham enjoyed the Table 
Talks (“it was fun”) 
which are part of the 
program. Mike says the 
feedback from fellow 
entrepreneurs was price-
less.

The Fitzgeralds plan 
to continue on through 
the competition phase 
of the Gauntlet and 
have submitted their 
business plan, hoping to 
win cash and/or prizes 
to advance GK’s Dream. 
Once “pitches” are pre-
sented to judges in the 
coming weeks, finalists 
are invited to participate 
in the Gauntlet Gradu-
ation and Awards Cer-
emony on May 25 at the 
Vinton War Memorial.

When entrepreneurs 
join the competition, 
they are asked what type 
of prize would best serve 
their needs – money, 
resources, or in-kind 
services. Fitzgerald says 
what they really need 
is funding to get the 
T-shirts made to begin 
with. 

Graham’s dad says his 
biggest concern is mak-
ing sure the proceeds of 
the T-shirt sales get to 
the foster kids who need 
assistance. They are ex-
ploring the options.

Annette Patterson, 
President and CEO 

of The Advancement 
Foundation (TAF), who 
founded the Gauntlet 
Business Program, says, 
“We are so pleased with 
Graham’s participation 
in the Gauntlet. Kudos 
go to his dad, who is 
clearly fostering his en-
trepreneurial spirit. The 
most successful entre-
preneurs of any age ap-
proach everything they 
do with a growth mind-
set. Honestly, there is no 
better skill set to build in 
our workforce, whether 
starting a business or 
working for a corpo-
ration. The ability to 
identify problems, cre-
ate innovative solutions 
and implement change 
quickly are critical to 
any business’s success. 
This is a central tenant 
of the Gauntlet pro-
gram and culture.”

The Fitzgeralds 
were introduced to the 
Gauntlet by Chasity 
Barbour, Vinton’s Di-
rector of Community 
Programs, who suggest-
ed the business program 
would be a good way 
for Graham to meet 
his goals and realize his 
dreams. The town has 
worked closely with the 
Gauntlet since its incep-
tion; in the early years, 
the business classes were 
held in person at the 
Vinton War Memorial, 
one of the facilities Bar-
bour oversees in her po-
sition.

The “What’s up with 
the FOM?” T-shirts are 
on sale on the Fitzger-
alds’ website at https://
gksdream.com/ and 
the Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.
com/gksdream/. They 
come in both kids and 
adult sizes from small to 
2XL. The cost is $15 for 
children’s shirts and $25 
for adults. You can also 
purchase stickers with 
the “What’s up with the 
FOM?” riddle.

Hopefully, the busi-
ness will expand quickly 
so we can all discover 
just what “the FOM” is.

Entrepreneur from page 1

Strawberry Triple Layer Cake
Strawberry season 

is almost upon us. 
Here’s another favor-
ite recipe from Vinton 
Vice Mayor Sabrina 

McCarty. In fact, she 
is attempting to grow 
her own strawberries 
this year — despite the 
deer.

Recipes of the Week
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ADVERTISE!

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires June 30, 2022. If you call the 
number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie 

or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review 
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. 

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 6.30.22

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

STATEWIDE       
ADS

STATEWIDE       
ADS

STATEWIDE       
ADS    

AUCTIONS 

AUCTION - OVER 400 
LOTS. CONSTRUCTION 
EQUIPMENT, BUILDING 
MATERIALS, METAL FRAM-
ING, DECORATIVE STONE, 
SCAFFOLDING, POWER 
TOOLS & MORE! SAT APR 
30, 10AM ONSITE. 3565 OL-
IVET CHURCH RD, PROVI-
DENCE FORGE, VA. VIEW 
& BID NOW: ISGETTAUC-
TION.COM 804-338-3458 
VA AL 2426

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-
6667

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 
so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage sys-
tem. SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full 
installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you 
 ll your open positions! 
Promote job listings region-
ally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertis-
ing Solutions reaching po-
tential candidates. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Fa-
cebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Mem-
ber.  HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Auctions

 

 
Auction Notice 

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Moving Sale

Moving Sale 
 

Roommate Wanted

Roommate Wanted 
Shawsville Area 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Help Wanted  
Salem 

Legals - City of 
Radford

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ004566-07-00  

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Trustee's Sale 
1320 Cranberry 

Lane, Blacksburg, 
Virginia 24060 

May 11, 2022, at 
12:00 p.m.

 

 ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ004566-06-00  

Legals - City of 
Radford

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other  nal ex-
penses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-
509-1697 or visit  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.Life55plus.
info/vapress” www.Life55p-
lus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER
Riley Fox, Loan Officer
NMLS# 2310076

540-314-1966
rfox@cfmortgagecorp.com
www.cfmortgagecorp.com/Riley-Fox

NMLS# 147312

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

ADVERTISE!
To place a classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER NEW MIRRORS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

25 Wendover Road, 
Daleville, VA 24083

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

Left, William Byrd’s Sam Martin(left in white jersey) and Camryn Sigafoes(#5) battle for a loose ball in last week’s lacrosse win over Franklin County. Right, Byrd keeper 
Haley Firebaugh stops a point-blank shot for the Terriers. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Byrd lacrosse teams will host Christiansburg in doubleheader tonight
Girls score 13 unanswered goals to run away from Franklin County for big win Monday

The William Byrd lacrosse teams will play host to 
Christiansburg tonight in a doubleheader at Robert A. 
Patterson Stadium. The girls will open the twinbill at 
5:30 pm, followed by the boys at approximately7:15 
pm.

The boys have been idle in the past week but the 
girls picked up a big win Monday at home against 
Franklin County. The Terriers broke up a game that 
was tied 4-4 at the half and held the visiting Eagles 
scoreless after intermission for a 16-4 win.

Franklin County scored the first two goals of the 
game and led 4-3 with time running out in the half 
when Byrd’s Trinity Hylton gathered a deflected shot 
and found the net just before the horn sounded to 
end the half. As it turned out that started a run of 13 
straight goals for the Byrd girls as they dominated the 
second half. Byrd peppered the Franklin goal with 17 
shots after intermission, finding the net a dozen times 
for a runaway win.

Hylton finished with five goals and two assists 

to lead the Terriers while Ashlyn Stover had four 
and two and Olivia Hurd had four goals. Annika 
Hylton had two goals and three helpers while Haley 
Firebaugh shut out the Eagles in the second half and 
had six saves on the night. Sam Martin had a goal, 
two ground balls and three forced turnovers.

After tonight’s home doubleheader the girls and 
boys will play a twinbill in Blacksburg on Monday 
night with the girls opening at 5:30 pm and the boys 
to follow.

The William Byrd soccer girls 
will get a rematch with Blue Ridge 
District leading Lord Botetourt on 
Friday night in Daleville.

The two rivals played a clas-
sic the first time around, with LB 
taking a 2-1 win in overtime in a 
game played in Vinton. LB came 
into the week undefeated in dis-
trict games and 8-2 overall while 
Byrd is 3-1-1 in the district after 
a dominating win over William 
Fleming in Roanoke Tuesday.

The girls won by slaughter 
rule, 8-0, over the Colonels in 
Tuesday’s district game. Maddy 
Simmons started the scoring for 
the Terriers just three minutes into 
the game and netted a second goal 
one minute later. Hannah Sutton 

scored the third goal of the game 
off an assist from Anna Milliron, 
and Anna got her own goal to 
make it 4-0 half way through the 
first half. 

Simmons completed her three 
goal hat trick, off an assist from 
Claire Glover, as Byrd took a 5-0 
lead and Riley Firebaugh finished 
the first half scoring off an assist 
from Yulissa Bonilla for a 6-0 lead 
at intermission. 

The second half goals were 
scored by Bonilla and Martina 
Mihelcic, and when Byrd went up 
8-0 the game was stopped mid-
way through the second half for a 
slaughter rule victory.

The win followed a 2-2 tie with 
Northside last Friday at Patterson 

Stadium in Vinton. The Vikings 
scored the first two goals of the 
game to take an early lead with 
just five minutes gone. However, 
the orange and maroon defense 
settled in and kept the visitors off 
the board for the duration as Byrd 
rallied to tie. 

Claire Glover hit a cross that 
resulted in an “own goal” to make 
it 2-1, then Claire scored the 
game tying goal off a Addisyn 
St. Clair assist to force overtime. 
After two periods settled nothing 
the game was declared a draw. 
Kadence Fermat had six saves for 
the Terriers.

Byrd will take a 7-2-1 over-
all record into Friday’s game at 
Botetourt.

Byrd soccer girls have rematch with LB

William Byrd’s Hannah Sutton heads the ball as Anna 
Milliron(#11) looks on. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

The William Byrd football team will be hosting 
the Gary Chilcoat Memorial Lineman Camp this on 
Saturday, April 30th. The camp is open to players 
from all over the state. 

“We are expecting players from the Roanoke 
Valley, Richmond, Bassett, Lynchburg, the 
Shenandoah Valley, Charlottesville, VA Beach, and 
Tennessee,” said Byrd coach Brad Lutz. 

The camp staff will include coaches from Emory 
& Henry College, Christopher Newport University, 
Southern Virginia University, Bridgewater College, 
Ferrum College, Brookville HS, Hopewell HS, 
William Fleming HS, Patrick Henry HS, and William 
Byrd HS. Ed Mulitalo, the head coach at Southern 
Virginia University who started for the Ravens on the 
offensive line when they won the Super Bowl will 
also be attending.

The camp begins at 10 AM and concludes at 1 PM. 
The camp is only $10, and all of the camp proceeds 
will go to a few of Coach Chilcoat’s favorite chari-
ties. 

“Gary Chilcoat was my high school football coach 
at Varina HS,” said Lutz. “I also coached for him for 
seven years. His impact on high school football in 
Richmond is unmatched. He passed away from brain 
cancer three years ago and a few of his former play-
ers and assistant coaches will be working the camp 
as well.”

For more information contact coach Lutz at 
William Byrd High School.

Terriers will host 
football camp for
linemen Saturday

A large and competitive field is expected Saturday when the Cave Spring track 
team plays host to the 12th annual Knights Track Classic at Cave Spring High 
School. William Byrd will be among the many teams attending.

The meet is scheduled to begin at 9 am. The last field events are scheduled for 
11:45 am and the running events will begin at 9 am and run through late after-
noon. There will be a break after the 4x100 relay to dedicate a bench to former 
Cave Spring coach and Roanoke College Hall of Fame runner Joe LaRocco, who 
passed away in 2021.

Byrd team will 
compete in 
Knights Track 
Classic Saturday

The William Byrd tennis teams will take on 
Northside on Friday in Blue Ridge District action. 
The boys will be home and the girls will  play at 
Walrond Park.

The girls won two matches in the past week and 
were scheduled host Cave Spring Wednesday. Last 
week the girls beat William Fleming 9-0, with singles 
win by Lexi Aquino, Makenna Jacobsen, Emilie 
McCaskill and Grace Saunders, and Fleming forfeited 
number five and six. Aquino and Jacobsen won at first 
singles, as did McCaskill and Saunders at two and 

Fleming forfeited three.
Byrd hosted Staunton River on Friday and pulled 

out a 7-2 in as Aquino, Jacobsen, McCaskill and 
Timber Raines all won at singles. Byrd then swept 
the doubles with the teams of Aquino and Jacobsen at 
one, McCaskill and Saunders at two and Raines and 
Ashley Begasse at three. 

“Great match between these two teams,” said coach 
Kayla Mitchell-McCroskey. 

The boys are still looking for their first win. They 
were scheduled to play at Cave Spring Wednesday.

Girls defeat Fleming, Staunton River in tennis

Tuesday the boys go to Staunton River.
“Hopefully we can regroup,” said Dishman. “It is 

our job as coaches to try to get them back on track and 
build their confidence and find the proper mindset. 
Our biggest point right now is how to regroup from 
adversity.” 

Traditional district rivals William Byrd and Lord 
Botetourt will renew their soccer rivalry Friday when 
the boys play host to LB.. Game time for the varsity 
is 7 pm following a 5:30 pm jayvee game at Patterson 
Stadium.

Lord Botetourt won the first match between the 
two in Daleville but it was close, as the Cavs took a 
3-1 win. Botetourt comes into the week at 3-2 in the 
district and 5-3-2 overall and Byrd is 1-3-1 and 4-6-1 
after falling to William Fleming at home Tuesday, 6-1.

Byrd drew first blood against Fleming, taking a 1-0 
lead on a goal by Landon Niday 18 minutes into the 
match. However, Fleming answered with two first half 
goals and controlled the second half to earn the win.

“Overall, I felt that we were playing well and 
controlling the match and keeping in on our terms, 
even after their first goal,” said Byrd coach Russell 
Dishman. “The second goal was a tough one but it 
was close to the half so we were looking to regroup at 
halftime and go strong in the second half. I felt we had 
a solid plan but a bit into the half they were awarded a 
PK and I felt we never recovered from that moment. It 
was tough to lose the energy and confidence. We tried 
a few things and I would say we played better in the 
final 15, but it was still frustrating for the guys.”

The loss followed a 3-1 loss at Northside, with 
Hunter Burgess scoring the goal for the Terriers. Next 

Boys soccer looks to regroup on the pitch

Cole Kovacevic gets a header. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN



Page 10 • Thursday, April 28, 2022 • The Vinton Messenger www.ourvalley.org

Above left, Byrd’s Ross Divers connects for one of his two hits against Hidden Valley Saturday. Above right, Israel Hairston beats a throw to the plate and, below, Trenton 
Sayers pitches a gem to pick up the win over the Titans. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Terriers  have big game at LB Friday
The William Byrd baseball team took a four game winning streak and an 

overall record of 10-2 into a non-district game at Cave Spring Wednesday. The 
Terriers will play a big Blue Ridge game at Lord Botetourt Friday.

Wednesday’s results were too late for publication, but the Terriers were red hot 
heading to south county after winning four games in seven days. The streak start-
ed with an 11-1 blowout of Bassett at Walthall Park in Vinton last Wednesday. 
Coach Jason Taylor called up Brogan Dent from the jayvee team to pitch and he 
was near flawless, twirling a two-hitter and striking out 10 for his first varsity win.

Byrd ran wild on the Bengals, stealing eight bases in nine tries. Ethan Hairston 
was three-for-three at the plate with four stolen bases and Trenton Sayers had two 
hits and four runs batted in.

On Friday the Terriers played host to Northside. The Vikings came into the 
game undefeated in the BRD and 10-1 overall, but the Byrdmen gave them their 
first loss with a 3-0 shutout win.

Senior lefty Hunter Sipe took the mound for Byrd and pitched a gem threw 
six innings, shutting out the Vikings on five hits and fanning seven. However, 
Northside opened the seventh with a single. Sipe struck out the next two batters 
but another single put runners on first and second and Hunter had to leave the 
game due to the VHSL pitch count rule.

Blake Glover came in to close and promptly walked the first batter he saw 
on four pitches to load the bases. Dylan Dampeer, son of Viking coach Kelly 
Dampeer, was up next and took the first two pitches for balls to work a 2-0 count. 
However, Glover gathered himself and struck out Dampeer to end the game and 
pick up the save.

Sipe also had two hits in this game. He was in the middle of a two-run third 
inning as Byrd scored on a sacrifice fly by Ross Divers and a wild pitch. The 
Terriers picked up a third run in the fifth when Sipe singled home Ethan Hairston.

On Saturday afternoon the Terriers hosted Hidden Valley in a makeup game 
and took a 6-2 decision. Sayers had a strong day on the mound, pitching six score-
less innings with 10 strikeouts before tiring in the seventh. The Titans scored two 
in the seventh with no outs before Glover came in to record the last three outs 
and put out the fire. 

Divers had two hits in this one and Matthew Scavelli and Ethan Hairston had 
three runs batted in each. Israel Hairston had three of Byrd’s 10 stolen bases.

On Tuesday the Terriers traveled to Roanoke to take on a struggling William 
Fleming team and the Colonels continued to struggle, falling 25-0. Alex Johnson 
pitched the first two innings for Byrd and Peyton Leftwich, Jacob Dickerson and 
Devon Foutz were on the hill for one inning each in the rout. The four pitched a 

combined one-hitter while Byrd was led by Scavelli with three hits and Leftwich 
with two as everyone on the team got in the game.

After games with Cave Spring and LB this week the Terriers will continue a 
busy schedule next week. They’ll host Staunton River Tuesday in a jayvee-varsity 
doubleheader, with the jayvees opening at 5 pm. Then, on Thursday, Byrd will 
contclude a game at Staunton River that was halted by rain the first time around. 
The game will be picked up in the top of the third with Byrd leading 5-0. It will 
resume at 6 pm in Moneta.

Byrd’s Logan Pekala leads off Saturday’s win over 
Hidden Valley with a double. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

The William Byrd softball team won their first 
Blue Ridge District game of the season on Tuesday 
when they hosted William Fleming and took a 16-2 
victory. 

Byrd has six seniors this season, Maddy Tuck, 
Keely Hoal, Amber Vaughn, Logan Pekala, Verity 
Watkins and Elyssa Kitts. Pekala led the offense 
Tuesday with four hits, including a triple.

Byrd put the game away early with 13 runs in the 
second inning. Watkins, Pekala, Tuck, Hoal, Haleigh 
Vaughan and Sydney Blewett all drove in runs for 
the Terriers, and Tuck had a home run to highlight 
the explosion.  

Chloe Varney was credited with the victory on 
the mound, surrendering two runs on three hits over 
three innings while striking out one and walking one. 
Pekala threw two innings in relief to close out the win 
as Byrd improved to 6-7 overall.

Byrd had 15 hits in the four innings the Terriers 
batted before the game was called by slaughter rule.

The win was the second in a row for the Terriers, 
as they hosted Hidden Valley on Saturday afternoon 
and banged out 11 hits. Tuck, Hoal, and Haleigh 
Vaughan all collected multiple hits, including three 
for Tuck.

Byrd broke the game open with seven runs in the 

bottom of the fourth. Vaughan tripled, Tuck singled 
her in and Blewett blasted a home run to highlight the 
uprising. Varney pitched all five innings before the 
game was called due to the 10 run rule and she fanned 
four Titans in picking up the win.

The two wins followed two losses in a busy stretch 
of softball. On April 20 the girls lost at Bassett, 11-5. 
The game was tied at 5-5 into the bottom of the sixth 
but the Bengals scored six in that frame to win.

The Terriers put up three runs in the third inning.  
Makayla Bell, Hoal and Haleigh Vaughan each had 
RBIs in the inning, and Bell had a home run.

Varney took the loss, allowing 13 hits and 12 runs 
while striking out one. 

On Friday at Northside the Terriers dropped a 9-4 
decision to the host Vikings. Northside broke open a 
2-2 game in the home third with two runs and held on 
to win. Blewett and Vaughan had multiple hit games 
in the loss. Varney went three innings on the mound 
and was saddled with the loss.

A busy stretch of softball continued with a non-
district game against Cave Spring on Wednesday, 
and Friday the girls will host Lord Botetourt in a big 
district game. The Cavaliers came into the week at 
9-1 overall and 5-0 in the district.

Big bats power girls to wins over HV, WF

Byrd catcher Elyssa Kitts makes a diving attempt at a foul pop in Saturday’s win. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
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