
Ashlyn Stover (parents 
Lisa and Dwayne Sto-
ver), and Victoria Watts 
(parents Brent and Vicky 
Watts).

Vocalist Floyd Boone 
sang “God Bless Ameri-
ca” prior to the crowning 
of the queen. 

Mayor Grose wel-
comed the families of 
the Dogwood Court to 
the coronation. He rec-
ognized hostess Olivia 
Robertson, who was the 
2019 Dogwood Queen, 
Dogwood Festival Presi-
dent Beth Abbott, and 
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William Byrd High 
School senior Madison 
Tuck was crowned the 
2022 Dogwood Festi-
val Queen on April 30. 
The ceremony took 
place at the Vinton Mu-
nicipal Building, where 
the queen was crowned 
by Vinton Mayor Brad 
Grose at noon, as is the 
tradition. 

Tuck was among 10 
young women nomi-
nated by members of the 
faculty and staff at Wil-
liam Byrd for the pres-
tigious honor. The can-
didates are interviewed 
by a panel of judges the 
morning of the Dog-
wood Festival and the 
queen is chosen.

The other members 
of this year’s Dogwood 
Court were Sela Beatty 
(parents Letitia Hawkins 
Beatty and Tim Beatty), 
Chloe Harrilla (parents 
Joe and Sharon Har-
rilla), Micah Kiker (par-
ents Tosha and Joshua 
Kiker), Emilie Mc-
Caskill (parents Angela 
Peterson and Mark Mc-
Caskill), Jenna Nicely 
(parents Randy and 
Sherry Nicely), twins 
Jaylen Rosser and Mya 
Rosser (parents Erica 
and Jonathan Rosser), 

Tuck crowned 2022 Dogwood Queen

See Dogwood Queen, page 4

William Byrd eighth 
graders try out 
Shark Tank tactics

Ryan Hutchison spent 
15 years working in the 
corporate world before 
accepting a position 
teaching Technology 
Education at William 
Byrd Middle School last 
fall. He has brought that 
business world experi-
ence to his eighth grade 
“Programming Solu-
tions” class with a unit 
on business based on 
the Shark Tank TV show 
concept.

Shark Tank features 
entrepreneurs making 
business presentations to 
a panel of investors (the 

Sharks) who decided 
whether to invest in the 
company or product. 

The WBMS version 
was renamed “Terrier 
Kennel.” The judges in-
cluded School Board 
member and business 
owner Tim Greenway, 
Roanoke County Schools 
Director of Career and 
Technical Education Ja-
son Suhr, CTE Super-
visor Mark Jones, and 
WBMS School Counsel-
ing Coordinator Lubeth 
Jones.

Twenty-eight stu-
dents divided into seven 

PHOTO  RYAN HUTCHISON
Eighth graders at William Byrd Middle School 
just completed a Terrier Kennel technology 
education project, based on Shark Tank. Their teacher 
is Ryan Hutchison.

Gonzalez earns rank of Eagle Scout

Emiliano Gonzalez re-
ceived Scouting’s highest 
honor by advancing to 
the rank of Eagle Scout 
at a Court of Honor 
ceremony at South Roa-
noke United Method-
ist Church on May 2. 
Emiliano is a member of 
Troop 210. He is the son 
of Maria and Francisco 
Gonzalez of Bonsack.

Emiliano is a senior 
at William Byrd High 
School and the Burton 
Center for Arts and Tech-
nology (BCAT). He has 
been a scout since fi rst 
grade when he joined as 
a Tiger Cub Scout, and 
now, 12 years later, he 
has passed all the require-
ments for becoming an 
Eagle Scout. 

Emiliano was awarded 
his Eagle Badge, sur-
rounded by family, 
friends, and fellow scouts. 
Th e Eagle Scout Court 
of Honor is a prestigious 
and memorable event– 
often referred to as Scout-
ing’s “fi nest moment.” 

Th e Master of Ceremo-
nies for the ceremony was 
Taylor Richardson, who 
has been Emiliano’s scout 
leader for all 12 years, 
fi rst as Cubmaster in Pack 
1, and then his Scoutmas-
ter after he earned the Ar-
row of Light and crossed 
over to Troop 210. 

Richardson noted that 
only about four percent 
of those who enter Scout-
ing eventually earn the 
rank of Eagle Scout. In 

1911 the Boy Scouts of 
America chose the eagle 
to symbolize the very 
highest in achievement—
Scouting’s best. Th e Eagle 
Scout rank is a title held 
for life. 

Th e Eagle Scout cer-
emony on May 2 opened 
with bugler Eli Richard-
son, presentation of the 
Colors by the Honor 
Guard, the Pledge of Al-
legiance, the Scout Oath, 
the Scout Law, a prayer, 
and a reminder of the 
steps of the journey from 
new Scout to Eagle—all 
led by the Scouts.

During an Eagle Scout 
ceremony, Scout leaders 
review the candidate’s 
scouting history from 
induction to the Eagle 

Scout rank, stressing his 
growth in the ideals of 
scouting and share anec-
dotes about his journey in 
words, pictures, and vid-
eos.

Over his journey, Emil-
iano has earned dozens 
of merit badges and per-
formed over 100 hours of 
community service. He has 
held almost every position 
of leadership in his troop.

However, becoming an 
Eagle Scout involves not 
just earning merit badges, 
but demonstrating Scout 
spirit, leadership, and ser-
vice, culminating with an 
Eagle Scout project. Proj-
ects are meant to be last-
ing, to benefi t the com-
munity, and to encourage 
leadership experience for 
the scout involved.

Emiliano’s project was 
to build and install an in-
formation kiosk at Bon-
sack Park, next to his 
elementary school– Bon-
sack Elementary– and two 
wooden benches for Roa-
noke Parks and Recreation. 
His goal was to give back 
to the school which had 
given much to him.

He described to those in 
attendance the procedures 
he followed in designing 
the project and in leading 
his fellow scouts to help 
build it. Richardson noted 
Emiliano’s great attention 
to detail– even taking the 
original drawings and re-
doing them in the CAD 
system to be more precise.

Richardson urged Emil-
iano to be cognizant of all 
those who interacted with 
him along his journey. 
He praised Emiliano for 
his leadership skills which 
“changed the trajectory of 
the troop.”

Scout leader Dr. Andrew 
Sherman reminded Emilia-
no that he has attained the 
Eagle Scout rank because 
he acted, and his parents 
acted. “Scouting has given 
you a tremendous founda-
tion,” he said, in encourag-
ing him to have a “bias for 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
William Byrd High School senior Emiliano Gonzalez has attained Scouting’s highest 
recognition– the rank of Eagle Scout.  Shown left to right are his father, Francisco 
Gonzalez, Troop 210 Scoutmaster Taylor Richardson, Eagle Scout Emiliano 
Gonzalez, and his mother, Maria Gonzalez.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Members of the 2022 Dogwood Court include (from left): front, Jenna Nicely, Chloe 
Harrilla, Sela Beatty, Micah Kiker, and Emilie McCaskill; and (standing) Ashlyn 
Stover, Madison Tuck, Mya Rosser, Jaylen Rosser, and Victoria Watts.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Members of the Dogwood Court boarded two carriages from the Lexington Carriage 
Company, riding first through the streets of downtown Vinton after the ceremony 
and then later in the Dogwood Festival Parade.

Madison Tuck was crowned as 2022 Dogwood Fes-
tival Queen on April 30 by Vinton Mayor Brad Grose. 
She is a senior at William Byrd High School.

See Eagle Scout, page 3

See Terrier Kennel, page 7
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Peters, Berbic named 2022 Distinguished Alumni at VWCC
Th e Virginia Western 

Community College Edu-
cational Foundation has 
named P. Jason Peters, Roa-
noke County Board of Su-
pervisors Vice Chairman, 
and Elvir Berbic, founder of 
its Refugee and Immigrant 
Scholarship, as recipients of 
the College’s 2022 Distin-
guished Alumni Award. 

Th e Distinguished 
Alumni Award was es-
tablished in 2006 by the 
Virginia Western Alumni 
Association and recognizes 
Virginia Western Commu-
nity College alumni and 
former students who have 
attained extraordinary dis-
tinction in their profession-
al fi eld or life. Th e award is 
intended to showcase the 
diversity of Virginia West-
ern graduates and their 
range of infl uence on our 
region. 

“Both of these gentle-
men are about giving back 
to the community,” said 
Virginia Western President 
Dr. Robert H. Sandel. 
“Th rough their commit-
ment and service, they pro-
vide a wonderful example 
of the impact that our stu-
dents can make many years 
after attending the Col-
lege.”

Peters, of Vinton, began 
his service to the citizens of 
Roanoke County by vol-
unteering as an emergency 
medical technician with 
the Vinton First Aid crew 
when he was 16 years old. 
He has served in that capac-
ity for 29 years and is the 
current president. In 2010, 
Peters was appointed to the 
Roanoke County Planning 
Commission, serving for 
three years before being 
elected to his fi rst term on 
the Roanoke County Board 
of Supervisors in 2014. Pe-
ters currently serves as vice 
chair of the board.

While serving as board 
chairman in 2016, Peters 
was diagnosed with thyroid 
cancer which ultimately 
required surgery. While 
the surgery improved his 

condition, his cancer is still 
present. Despite this chal-
lenge, Peters has continued 
to serve Roanoke County 
in his various roles on the 
board.

“I admire Mr. Peters’ re-
solve to remain committed 
to the citizens while facing 
hardships,” wrote County 
Administrator Richard 
Caywood in his nominat-
ing letter. “I believe Mr. Pe-
ters exemplifi es the mean-
ing of a loyal and dedicated 
public servant.”

In addition to support-
ing the Refugee and Immi-
grant Scholarship, Berbic is 
a member of the Education-
al Foundation’s Scholarship 
and Grants Committee and 
leads a partnership between 
the college and the Virginia 
Tech Carilion School of 
Medicine that provides for 
a postgrad career forum be-
tween medical school stu-
dents and Virginia Western 
STEM students. He also 
championed Roanoke’s 
fi rst futsal court as part of 
his eff orts to give back and 
to improve the lives of im-
migrants in the commu-
nity. 

Berbic’s path to Roanoke 
passed through a refugee 
camp in Croatia, where his 
family resided after they 
fl ed the civil war in Bosnia. 
At that camp, Berbic fi rst 
began to learn English, and 
his family moved to Roa-
noke in 1995 when he was 
14. 

“You go through your 
teenager things that you go 
through and at the same 
time you are in a strange 
place,” said Berbic in a re-
cent newspaper interview. 
“You had to grow up a little 
quicker than everybody 
around you. You try to 
focus on schoolwork, be-
ing a kid, but at the same 
time you have to assist your 
parents with how to write a 
check, for example, how to 
pay bills, translate getting 
car insurance. You kind of 
live between two places.”

Th rough sports, Ber-

bic found ways to belong. 
He played on the William 
Fleming High School soc-
cer team and joined the 
football team as a place-
kicker. Twenty years later, 
the Virginia Western and 
Radford University mas-
ter’s degree graduate is em-
ployed as the VTC School 
of Medicine’s student af-
fairs manager.

“It’s been (and it con-
tinues to be) an incredible 
privilege to work with ev-
eryone at Virginia Western 
to make education aff ord-
able and accessible,” Berbic 
said. “My goal is to simply 
do what this community 
and its people have done 
for me: Th ey made me feel 
like I belong.” 

Berbic and Peters were 
honored on April 28 at 
the Foundation’s annual 
Awards Ceremony and 
Reception in Whitman 
Th eater. More than 140 
student scholarship recipi-
ents were recognized at the 
event, which included the 
premiere of a short fi lm, 
“Follow Your Heart.” 

Directed by Angel Da-
vid Verde, the fi lm profi les 
three Virginia Western 
scholarship recipients – a 
future nurse, an educa-
tor and an IT professional 
– and explores what mo-
tivates them to pursue a 
college degree. It is view-
able on Virginia Western’s 
YouTube channel at Follow 
Your Heart - YouTube.

Prior VWCC Distin-
guished Alumni honorees 
include Carolyn Webster, 
Kate Lawrence, Tony Pear-
man, Deborah Petrine, 
Elizabeth Testerman, Dr. 
Carol Swain, Dr. Mary 
Loritsch, Chief Michael 
Crawley, Debbie Yancey, 
Chief Craig S. Harris, J. 
David Wine, Cheryl Cun-
ningham, Anne Hogan, 
Russell Ellis, Shirl D. La-
manca, Dennis Cronk, 
Donna Mitchell, Dr. Kent 
Murphy, Charlotte Tyson, 
and John B. Williamson 
III.

PHOTO  FROM VIRGINIA WESTERN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Jason Peters (left) and Elvir Berbic have been named as 2022 Distinguished Alumni 
at Virginia Western Community College.
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Vinton celebrates Arbor Day 2022
The Town of Vinton 

celebrated Arbor Day 
2022 on April 29 at 
the Vinton Branch Li-
brary with children and 
their teachers from the 
Thrasher Preschool.

Nathan McClung, 
Vinton’s Assistant Di-
rector of Planning and 
Zoning, welcomed ev-
eryone to the annual 
event, and introduced 
Councilwoman Laurie 
Mullins, who, in turn, 
introduced Mayor Brad 
Grose.

The mayor noted that 
Vinton has been named 
as a “Tree City USA” ev-
ery year since 2003. To 
retain the Tree City USA 
designation, the town is 
required to hold an Ar-
bor Day Celebration, 
along with tree plant-
ings and tree education 
outreach each year. 

Town staff has been 
responsible for securing 
Virginia Department of 
Forestry grant funding 
each year by partnering 
with Roanoke Valley 
Urban Forestry Council 
and the Roanoke Val-
ley-Alleghany Regional 
Commission (RVARC) 
in submitting the grant 
request, with the town 
providing the required 
matching funds. These 
funds have enabled the 
town to plant trees on 
public properties, in-
cluding the elementary 
schools in Vinton, Wolf 
Creek Greenway, M.A. 
Banks Park, on the 
grounds of Vinton Pub-
lic Works, Vinton War 
Memorial, Vinton Mu-
nicipal Building, Craig 
Avenue Recreation Cen-
ter, and Glade Creek 
Greenway. 

This year the trees 
are being planted in the 
median along Washing-
ton Avenue across from 
Lynn Haven Baptist 
Church, in the median 
along Hardy Road at 
the Vinyard Road inter-
sections, and along By-
pass Road in the median 
across from Lake Drive 

Church of Christ.
At its meeting on 

April 19, Town Council 
had issued a proclama-
tion declaring April 29 
as Arbor Day in Vinton, 
which stated in part:

“In 1872, J. Sterling 
Morton proposed to 
the Nebraska Board of 
Agriculture that a spe-
cial day be set aside for 
the planting of trees; 
this holiday, called Ar-
bor Day, was first ob-
served with the planting 
of more than a million 
trees in Nebraska.

“Arbor Day is now ob-
served throughout the 
nation and the world. 
Trees can reduce the 
erosion of our precious 
topsoil by wind and 
water, cut heating and 
cooling costs, moderate 
the temperature, clean 
the air, produce oxy-
gen and provide habitat 
for wildlife. Trees are a 
renewable source giv-
ing us paper, wood for 
our homes, fuel for our 
fires and countless other 
wood products. Trees in 
our town increase prop-
erty values, enhance 
the economic vitality 
of business areas, and 
beautify our communi-
ty. Trees, wherever they 
are planted, are a source 
of joy and spiritual re-
newal.”

The mayor went on 
to thank the many who 
had contributed to this 
year’s Arbor Day cel-
ebration: the Virginia 
Department of Forestry, 
the Roanoke Valley-Al-
leghany Regional Com-
mission, the Roanoke 
County-Vinton Branch 
Library staff, RVTV, 
Creative Nurseries 
and Landscapes, along 
with the Vinton Pub-
lic Works and Planning 
and Zoning staffs.

Mayor Grose then 
led the children in 
his traditional Arbor 
Day “Cheer for Trees,” 
chanting “One, two, 
three, I love trees.”

The mayor then 

turned the program over 
to Denny McCarthy, Se-
nior Area Forester, who 
talked to the children 
about the many hats he 
wears in his job. He pro-
tects the forest– serv-
ing as a doctor for sick 
trees and assisting with 
planting trees, thou-
sands of trees each year. 
He described a recent 
planting of 6,000 trees 
on 14 acres in Bedford 
County. 

He noted how im-
portant it is to refor-
est when trees are cut 
down. He and the chil-
dren brainstormed the 
many uses of trees, their 
part in the oxygen cycle, 
the products trees pro-
duce for people, and the 
habitats they provide. 
He cautioned the stu-
dents to be especially 
careful now because this 
is fire season.

McCarthy then in-
troduced crowd favor-
ite– Smokey Bear– and 
shared his life’s story. It 
seems the living sym-
bol of Smokey Bear 
started with an Ameri-
can black bear caught 
in the wildfire of the 
Lincoln National For-
est. In May 1950, two 
forest fires were started, 
with one being caused 
by a carelessly discarded 
cigarette butt and the 
other by sparks from a 
cookstove, that burned 
17,000 acres in the 
Capitan Mountains of 
New Mexico. The bear 
climbed a tree to es-
cape the blaze, burning 
his paws and hind legs. 
A game warden rescued 
him after the fire. Ini-
tially, the cub was called 
Hotfoot Teddy, but then 
was renamed Smokey 
Bear after the already 
existing National Forest 
Service mascot. 

A local rancher who 
aided in the firefight 
took Smokey home, but 
he needed veterinary 
care and was cared for 
by the New Mexico De-
partment of Game and 

Fish Ranger Ray Bell, 
his wife and children. 

National attention 
was brought to the sto-
ry of the rescued cub 
and Smokey Bear was 
soon after taken to the 
National Zoo in Wash-

ington, D.C., where 
he remained until his 
death on November 9, 
1976.  Smokey Bear was 
returned to Capitan, 
N.M., and buried at 
Smokey Bear Historical 
Park. 

Children’s librar-
ian Jennifer Whitcomb 
next read two books to 
the preschoolers about 
trees, led them in a 
dance about trees, and 
concluded the morning 
with a tree craft. 

The children from Thrasher Preschool visited the Vinton Library on April 29 to help 
the town celebrate Arbor Day.

Children’s librarian Jennifer Whitcomb reads a story about trees to children from 
the Thrasher Preschool, Smokey Bear, and Virginia Department of Forestry Senior 
Area Forester Denny McCarthy at Vinton’s Arbor Day celebration.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Members of Vinton Planning and Zoning Staff organize the Vinton Arbor Day 
celebration each year. Shown left to right are Assistant Planning and Zoning 
Director Nathan McClung, Planning and Zoning Director Anita McMillan, Vinton 
Councilwoman Laurie Mullins, Smokey Bear, Vinton Mayor Brad Grose, and Senior 
Area Forester Denny McCarthy from the Virginia Department of Forestry.

action” throughout his life.
Dr. Marcus Speaker re-

minded him that attaining the 
rank of Eagle Scout bestows 
not just honor, but responsibil-
ity— “Once an Eagle; always an 
Eagle.” Speaker, too, reminded 
Emiliano that while the Scout-
ing journey was his, “you did 
not accomplish it alone. As you 
go forward, help others and be-
come a lifelong leader.”

As part of the Eagle Scout cer-
emony, scouts present a Mentor 
pin to someone who has been 

instrumental in their advance-
ment in life and in Scouting. 
Emiliano presented his Mentor 
pin to Scoutmaster Richardson, 
who taught him how to be a 
leader. 

In addition to Richardson, 
Emiliano thanked his father, 
Scott Moore, Sherman, Speak-
er, Dick Hancock, and Julie and 
Lucas Snipes for making a “sig-
nifi cant diff erence in my scout-
ing journey through Cub Scouts 
and Boy Scouts.” 

Several adult scout leaders 

spoke about the responsibilities 
of an Eagle Scout, listing them 
one by one: live with honor, be 
loyal, be courageous, always be 
cheerful, and contribute to the 
world through service.

Scout leader Dick Hancock 
gave the Eagle Charge to Emil-
iano who repeated the Eagle 
Scout Oath: “I reaffi  rm my al-
legiance to the three promises of 
the Scout Oath. I thoughtfully 
recognize and take upon myself 
the obligations and responsibili-
ties of an Eagle Scout. On my 

honor I will do my best to make 
my training and example, my 
rank and my infl uence count 
strongly for better Scouting 
and for better citizenship in my 
Troop, in my community, and 
in my contacts with other peo-
ple. To this I pledge my sacred 
honor.”

In the fi nal moments of the 
ceremony, Emiliano presented a 
Mother’s Pin to his mother and 
an Eagle lapel pin to his father.  
His mother pinned on his Eagle 
Badge, while his father present-

ed him with the Eagle Scout 
certifi cate.

Earlier this year, Emiliano 
was recognized by the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the United 
States as “Eagle Scout of the 
Year” and awarded a Good 
Citizenship Citation from the 
American Legion. He has re-
ceived numerous awards at 
BCAT, both local and national.

Emiliano will be continuing 
his education at Georgia Tech 
next fall, studying materials sci-
ence engineering.

Eagle Scout from page 1
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by off ering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival off ers its own unique 
atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE!

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

WE NOW OFFER NEW RADIATORS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

Herman L. Horn dedicates renovated playground
Herman L. Horn Elementary 

School celebrated the renovated 
playground at the Title I “Picnic at 
the Playground” night on April 28.

Th e Herman L. Horn PTA 
funded several pieces of new 
equipment to spruce up the play-
ground– a Jet Stream Climber and 
a Tri-Shape rock wall, along with a 
new “Buddy” bench.

A large crowd of families turned 

out for the Title I event which in-
cluded not just the playground 
dedication, but Domino’s pizza 
and free books for students to en-
courage summer reading. Some 
families spread out blankets on 
the ground for the picnic; others 
gathered under the picnic pavilion 
which was donated to the school 
several years ago by the Vinton 
Breakfast Lions Club.

PTA President Victoria Rosen-
berg welcomed guests and de-
scribed the process of funding, 
acquiring, and installing the new 
equipment. She commended 
HLH Principal Julie Sandzimier 
and PTA members Erin Berry and 
Becky Caldwell for the time they 
spent researching and facilitating 
the selection and purchase of the 
new pieces.

When asked what children love 
to do most on the playground, 
Sandzimier told the PTA that 
climbing is defi nitely most chil-
dren’s favorite activity; that led to 
the decision on what to purchase. 
Th e playground footprint was ex-
panded just slightly to accommo-
date the new equipment, and new 
mulch was added.

Th e PTA has sponsored numer-

ous Fun Runs and other events 
over the years to accumulate the 
funds to purchase the new equip-
ment. In recent years, the group 
funded a “Leveled Reading Li-
brary” for the school. 

Th e donation from the PTA 
is actually for the entire commu-
nity, as the track and playground 
are open to the public after school 
hours.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Asher Rosenberg atop the new rock climbing wall at Herman L. Horn.

Herman L. Horn Elementary School dedicated several new pieces of playground 
equipment (purchased by the PTA) on April 28 at the Title I “Picnic at the 
Playground” night. Shown left to right are PTA President Victoria Rosenberg, HLH 
Principal Julie Sandzimier with first grader Asher Rosenberg, second grader Brisa 
Maldonado, Title I teacher Sandy Hunt, Assistant Principal Theresa Kabath, and 
Title I teacher Emily Murray.

Queen and Court Commit-
tee Co-chairs Susan Teass and 
Nita Echols.

“Today’s event is made pos-
sible through the efforts and 
cooperation of the William 
Byrd High School faculty and 
staff and the Vinton Dogwood 
Festival Committee,” said 
Grose. “The 10 young women 
comprising the Queen’s Court 
today are members of the Wil-
liam Byrd High School Senior 
Class. Their selection to the 
court is based on academic 
standing and their volunteer 
service to the Vinton commu-

nity.”
He went on to thank the 

Dogwood Festival Commit-
tee, the staff of the Town of 
Vinton Public Works, and 
Community Programs Direc-
tor Chasity Barbour for “the 
great job they have done.”

“An event like this doesn’t 
just happen,” the mayor said. 
“It takes hard work, dedica-
tion, and passion to achieve 
this level of success.”

“The tradition of the Vin-
ton Dogwood Festival is a 
great example of why this town 
is a special place,” said Mayor 

Grose. “We are truly blessed 
to live in a town that has citi-
zens and town staff who work 
together to continue our great 
traditions and our special way 
of life.”

During the ceremony, the 
Dogwood Court received gifts, 
including a dogwood neck-
lace, from Robertson and Po-
lice Chief Fabricio Drumond. 
Tuck was presented a scholar-
ship from the Dogwood Festi-
val Committee.

Following the ceremony, 
members of the Dogwood 
Court and Mayor Grose board-

ed two carriages from the Lex-
ington Carriage Company and 
circled through downtown 
Vinton, waving to the crowds 
at the festival as they were led 
by Chief Drumond and Dep-
uty Chief Tim Lawless.

The carriages were beauti-
fully decorated with dogwood 
blossoms by Nancy Horn, Ro-
anoke County Commissioner 
of the Revenue, and her assis-
tant Alexis Christensen. 

Madison Tuck is the daugh-
ter of Mark Tuck and Amanda 
Trent. In high school, she has 
played varsity softball and par-

ticipated in varsity track and 
field. She is the leader of the 
school DogPound and a mem-
ber of the DECA Club, Beta 
Club, and the FCA. Her hob-
bies include softball, track, 
hiking, devotionals, working 
out, and going to church. She 
enjoys working with children 
in the community by giving 
hitting and defensive softball 
lessons. She recently signed 
a letter of intent to continue 
playing softball at the next lev-
el at Liberty University. Her 
plan is to major in exercise sci-
ence or elementary education.

Dogwood Queen from page 1

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Dogwood Queen Madison Tuck received a scholarship from the Dogwood Festival Committee. Shown left to right 
are Dogwood Festival President Beth Abbott, Madison Tuck, Nita Echols from the Dogwood Queen and Court 
Committee, and Mayor Brad Grose.
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Vinton Town Council ac-
complished quite a bit in a short 
amount of time at the meeting on 
May 3. A new police offi  cer was 
sworn in, proclamations were is-
sued for National Police Week, 
GBS/CIDP Awareness Month, 
and Professional Municipal Clerks 
Week; and two resolutions were 
adopted.

Police Chief Fabricio Drumond 
introduced Vinton’s newest law 
enforcement offi  cer– Offi  cer Jesse 
Dibble, who was then sworn in by 
Town Clerk Susan Johnson. 

Deputy Police Chief Tim Law-
less shared Dibble’s background. 
He is a military veteran having 
served in the United States Navy 
from 1994-1996. He has been a 
sworn offi  cer since 2000 and start-
ed his law enforcement career with 
the Albemarle County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce in an auxiliary position in court 
security. In 2002 he accepted a job 
with the Fluvanna County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce as Patrol Supervisor, Nar-
cotics K9 Handler, SWAT team 
leader, and Field Training Offi  cer.

Offi  cer Dibble joined the 
Franklin County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce in 
2013 when he moved to Roanoke, 
where he served in an auxiliary ca-
pacity, but stayed very active in pa-
trol and also in the Marine Patrol 
on Smith Mountain Lake.

He has a long history of public 
service, joining the Orange County 
Rescue Squad at age 14 as a junior 
squad member and ran calls until 
he joined the Navy. Ironically, the 
truck number he was normally as-
signed to was truck 232– his badge 

number with Vinton.
Dibble is the founder and direc-

tor of the (Master Sergeant) George 
A. Bannar, Jr. Scholarship. Bannar 
was a high school friend and Spe-
cial Forces medic killed in action 
in 2013. To date the scholarship 
has been able to award six $1,000 
scholarships to graduating JROTC 
cadets at Orange County High 
School. A seventh will be awarded 
on May 10.

Dibble is also the co-founder 
and vice president of “Queen City 
Rucking for 22,” a veteran- and 
fi rst responder-based non-profi t 
designed to align veterans and fi rst 
responders with outreach programs 
to reduce veteran and fi rst respond-
er suicides. To date the fund has 
raised over $15,000.

Offi  cer Dibble’s daughter, 
Harper, was also introduced to 
council. She is an avid dancer and 
has her own charity with Ronald 
McDonald House, raising over 
$3,000 over a two-year period.

Council issued a proclamation 
declaring May 15-21 as National 
Police Week. Mayor Brad Grose 
commended Chief Drumond for 
the high quality of offi  cers being 
recruited and hired by the town.

Chief Drumond thanked Town 
Council and town staff  for the “tre-
mendous support” shown to the 
police department. 

“Any American who gives his 
life in the defense of our commu-
nities deserves everlasting memo-
ries in our hearts,” Drumond said. 
“National Police Week gives recog-
nition to those in our profession 

that have lost their lives in the line 
of duty. Day in and day out, law 
enforcement offi  cers throughout 
the nation fulfi ll their oath of of-
fi ce. In 2021, 616 law enforcement 
professionals gave their lives to the 
communities they serve.

“Any offi  cer who loses his or her 
life, strikes the core of our beloved 
profession,” Drumond said. “Dur-
ing National Police Week, we rec-
ognize the thousands of police of-
fi cers who have left us far too early, 
but left making an impact in our 
communities. May we fi nd com-
fort in knowing that those offi  cers 
have been promoted and are now 
graduated to serve with the Lord.

“A law enforcement offi  cer 
wears the badge for the single 
principle of love of service and the 
preservation of the rule of law. It 
is our profession, the law enforce-
ment profession, that preserves the 
sanctity of life in our nation. It is 
the selfl ess sacrifi ce and the fi nal ac-
tions of those who pay the ultimate 
sacrifi ce that solidify that there is 
no greater calling than to serve oth-
ers in time of need. We are a pro-
fession built on the premise of safe-
guarding our beloved community.

“During National Police Week, 
we honor the fallen and we refl ect 
on the path of the law enforcement 
offi  cer and the oath that we take. 
Our profession will always remain 
united by a common goal—to pro-
tect our communities and hold the 
fi ne line that separates order from 
disorder.

“Th ank you all for the recogni-
tion and believing in the service we 

provide for our community,” said 
Drumond. “We are blessed to serve 
our community alongside each of 
you.”

Council next issued a proclama-
tion in recognition of the month of 
May as “Guillain-Barre Syndrome 
(GBS) and Chronic Infl ammatory 
Demyelinating Polyneuropathy 
(CIDP) Awareness Month.” Rick 
Forney, GBS/CIDP Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Director and Southwest 
Virginia Liaison, spoke about these 
catastrophic disorders and the at-
tempts to provide a support net-
work for patients, physicians, nurs-
es, and families, as well as funding 
continued research.

Town Manager Pete Peters read 
a heartfelt proclamation in honor 
and recognition of Town Clerk 
Susan Johnson, which declares 
May 1-7 as Professional Munici-
pal Clerks Week in the Town of 
Vinton. In 1984 President Ronald 
Reagan established Professional 
Municipal Clerks Week recogniz-
ing the essential role municipal 
clerks play in local government. 
When Peters read the proclama-
tion—a surprise to Johnson—he 
attested to the all-important role 
Johnson plays in local govern-
ment in Vinton and her exemplary 
dedication to the community she 
serves. Other town staff  pres-
ent, along with council members, 
echoed his sentiments. 

Town Council adopted a reso-
lution awarding a Construction 
Engineering, Management, and 
Inspection Services contract and 
authorizing the town manager to 

execute the contract with Whit-
man, Requardt & Associates 
(WRA) for the Walnut Avenue Bi-
cycle and Pedestrian Accommoda-
tions Project from 5th Street to the 
town’s west limits.

Th is project, long in the works, 
is fi nanced through the Roanoke 
Valley Transportation Policy Or-
ganization (RVTPO) Regional 
Surface Transportation Program 
(RSTP)/Set-Aside Transportation 
Block Grant (STBG) Program.

Four proposals were received 
when the RFP was issued in Octo-
ber 2021 and four fi rms were inter-
viewed before WRA was selected.

Council also adopted a resolu-
tion authorizing the town manager 
to execute a Parking Lot Lease and 
a Right of First Refusal for Pur-
chase between David McClung II 
and the Town of Vinton for ap-
proximately 1.5 acres located at 7 
Walnut Avenue, near the Vinton 
Farmers’ Market.

Th e 10-year parking lot lease will 
provide the town with additional 
public parking of about 100 spaces 
for its farmers’ market, downtown 
businesses, and special events. Th e 
cost of rental will be $1,200 in the 
fi rst year. Th e Purchase Right of 
First Refusal will provide the town 
the opportunity to purchase the 
property during the term of lease 
to protect the town’s investment in 
making improvements to the park-
ing lot on the property. Th e base 
purchase price is $400,000. Th is 
project will be under the supervi-
sion of Vinton’s new Capital Proj-
ects Manager Jamie Hurt.

New offi  cer sworn in at Vinton Town Council meeting

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Vinton Town Council issued a proclamation declaring May 1-7 as 
Professional Municipal Clerks Week in the town. Shown left to 
right are Mayor Brad Grose, Executive Assistant/Town Clerk Susan 
Johnson, and Town Manager Pete Peters.

Vinton’s newest law enforcement officer was sworn in at the Town Council meeting on May 3. 
Shown left to right are Police Chief Fabricio Drumond, Harper Dibble, Officer Jesse Dibble, and 
Deputy Chief Tim Lawless.

Intermittent showers 
did not deter the 67th 
annual Vinton Dogwood 
Festival and the crowds 
who attended Festival Day 
on Saturday, April 30.

Th ere were over 100 
craft, food, and business 
showcase vendors down-
town, an open house at 
the Vinton History Mu-
seum, the Roanoke Valley 
Region AACA Car show 
at Th rasher, and entertain-
ment on the Vinton Farm-
ers’ Market and Vinton 
Baptist Church stages. 

Th e William Byrd Jazz 
Band started off  the morn-
ing on the market stage, 
followed by the Tim Mar-
tin and Brian Wheeling 
Duo (formerly with the 
Kings), the McFlys, and 
fi re-twirling ninja Chris-
tian Th ompson.

Mason Creek Band per-
formed for several hours 
on the stage at Vinton 
Baptist.

Kids were treated to 
crafts, bouncy houses, a 
petting zoo, and games at 
the Farmers’ Market, fa-
cilitated by Lighthouse Bi-
ble Church. Th e area was 

funded by a grant from the 
Community Foundation 
Serving Western Virginia. 

Teens received special 
attention from the Dog-
wood Festival this year– 
Mineral Springs Baptist 
Church hosted a 24-foot 
rock climbing wall, a mur-
der mystery Escape Room, 
and a video game com-
petition at the Municipal 
Building.

A new Dogwood Fes-
tival Queen– Madison 
Tuck– was crowned by 
Mayor Brad Grose at the 
Municipal Building at 
noon.

Th e Festival Parade con-
tinued as usual in the af-
ternoon, kicking off  from 
the Vinton War Memo-
rial, making its way down 
Washington Avenue, and 
then through downtown 
Vinton. 

Th e parade was led by 
Sgt. Silas Chapman, this 
year’s Vinton Police Offi  cer 
of the Year, Vinton Town 
Council, the William Byrd 
Marching Terrier Band, 
and the Dogwood Queen 
and Court in their horse-
drawn carriages; they 

were followed by a host 
of other units, including 
two parade balloons, An-
gry Bird and Nemo, and 
the eye-catching butterfl y 
stilt walker who brought 
along two baby bumble 
bee stilt walkers this year. 
Th ere were cheerleaders 
from William Byrd, Super 
Heroes from Big Lick En-
tertainment, the Kazims, 
a steel drum band, and 
the Virginia Highlands 
Pipes and Drums.

Th e Dogwood Festival 
offi  cially opened on April 
28 with the Cole Carni-
val featured daily through 
May 1. Th e PIZZAZ band 
performed in concert at 
the Farmer’s Market on 
Friday night.

All-in-all, a great year, 
after two years of pandem-
ic challenges.

Th e tireless Vinton 
Dogwood Festival Com-
mittee– a group made up 
solely of volunteers– and 
all the business and in-
dividual sponsors made 
the festival possible once 
again.

Members of the 2022 
Dogwood Festival Com-

mittee included President 
Beth Abbott, Co-Vice 
President, Food Vendor 
Committee Chair and 
Carnival Co-Chair Chas-
ity Barbour, Co-Vice Pres-
ident and Treasurer Jeff  
Teass, Business Showcase 
Committee Chair Con-
nie Houff , Craft Vendor 
Committee Chair Callie 
Webb, Fundraising and 
Sponsorship Committee 
Chair Karen Obenchain, 
Queen and Court Com-
mittee Chair Susan Teass, 
Entertainment Commit-
tee Chair and Carnival 
Co-Chair Joey Nicely, and 
Media Committee Chair 
Mary Beth Layman.

Sponsors for this year’s 
Dogwood Festival in-
cluded: the Town of Vin-
ton, Roanoke County, the 
Community Foundation 
Serving Western Virginia 
(the Melva P. Jones Fund), 
WFXR FOX, HomeTrust 
Bank, Cross, Lavinder, 
Quinn, and Park Family 
Dentistry, Oakey’s, Food 
Lion, Jeff  and Susan Teass, 
Th e Vinton Messenger, 
Th e Hemp Mill, Free-
dom First, Bank of Bote-

Vinton Dogwood Festival returns in full force

tourt, Evergreen Memorial 
(Mountain View Ceme-
tery), Cranwell & Moore, 
Len Hale of New York 
Life, Pretty Paws, Ameri-
can Effi  ciency Inns, Woods 
Service Center, Mussel-
white & Associates, Grand 
Rental, Th e Hybrid Clinic, 
Mountain View Real Es-
tate, Vinton Appliance, 
Cornerstone Antiques, 
Donald Harrison of Don’s 
Cab-Inns, and Mayor Brad 
Grose and Debby Grose.

The 2022 Vinton Dogwood Festival added a rock 
climbing  wall for teens, manned by Mineral Springs 
Baptist Church.

The William Byrd Jazz Band opened the entertainment 
at the Vinton Farmers’ Market stage for the Dogwood 
Festival on April 30.

Angry Bird made an appearance in the 2022 Vinton 
Dogwood Parade.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The streets of Vinton were filled with Dogwood 
Festival-goers on April 30.
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WBHS, WBMS students named to All-Virginia Choir
“Th e William Byrd 

Choir program was 
proud to send two high 
schoolers and one mid-
dle schooler to the All-
Virginia Choir events in 
Richmond,” said Choir 
Director Matt Bartley. 
“Maggie Rusinak and 
Olaedo Anyanwu partici-
pated at the high school 
event; and Aubrey Booze 
performed with the mid-
dle schoolers.”

Rusinak is a junior at 
WBHS; Anyanwu is a 
sophomore; Booze is an 
eighth grader at WBMS. 

“At the event, they 
joined other singers 
across the state and be-
gan rehearsing music 

on Th ursday, April 21,” 
Bartley explained. “Th e 
clinicians, who are na-
tionally recognized choir 
directors, worked with 
the singers until they cul-
minated the event with 
a public performance 
which took place on Sat-
urday, April 23.”

“In order to participate 
in this prestigious event, 
all students successfully 
auditioned against other 
choir members in our 
district and in our state,” 
Bartley said. “Partici-
pants in this event had 
already been identifi ed as 
best in the state and the 
event is a celebration of 
their achievements.” 

Other Roanoke Coun-
ty students participating 
in All-Virginia Choir 
included Mariah Eakin 
(12th grade), Bethany 
Munsey (11th grade), 
Leah Tillman (11th 
grade), and Simon Sealey 
(12th grade) from Hid-
den Valley High School. 
Sealey is a voice student 
with the Susan Lewis 
Music Studio in Vinton.

You may see the Wil-
liam Byrd singers and 
their classmates perform 
on the William Byrd 
High School stage on 
May 19 at 7 p.m. for 
their spring performance. 
Th e concert is free and 
open to the public.

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY MATT BARTLEY
Three students in the William Byrd Choir program auditioned and were chosen for 
the All-Virginia Choir in Richmond on April 21-23. Shown left to right are Maggie 
Rusinak (WBHS), Aubrey Booze (WBMS), and Olaedo Anyanwu (WBHS). 

William Byrd High 
School Class of 1981 had 
their 40-year reunion (ac-
tually 41 thanks to Covid). 
Friday night there was a 
“meet and greet” at Maca-
do’s in Vinton where quite 
a few fellow class members 
gathered; then on Saturday, 
April 30, at Th e Woodland 
Place in Vinton. We had 
such a good night. We had 
approximately 80 in atten-
dance. For those that didn’t 
attend, you were missed. 

Brian Butler told a story 
about this Class of ‘81 that 
rings true. We were an ex-
ceptional class. Mr. Patter-
son was the greatest princi-
pal we could have asked for. 
Many stories were shared, 

many hugs and great times. 
A lot of us attended elemen-
tary school and remained 
together through gradua-
tion. Our group also gets 
together throughout the 
year. We’ve remained close 
throughout the years. 

Th e event was hosted 
by the William Byrd High 
School Committee mem-
bers Tony Ferguson, Scott 
Sarver, Brian Butler, Albert 

Roberts, Randy Jones, Lori 
Kingsbury, Mark Hough, 
Dawn Blankenship and Ja-
net Osborne. Special thanks 
to Schaal Catering of Roa-
noke for the food. Th anks 
to our DJs, Kimber and 
Matthew Butler, for our 
music and also thanks to our 
greeter, Brea Jones. Th anks 
to all that made the night a 
magical one.  Th e night was 
so much fun we forgot to 
take a group picture!  

Th e Vinton Chamber 
would like to thank the 
Dogwood Festival Com-
mittee and all its volunteers 
for another great Dogwood 
Festival. I know the rain 
came again but you guys 
rocked it!

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS

Angie
Chewning
Filling in for Bootie

Sharon Elaine 
Richardson Proehl

Sharon Elaine Richard-
son Proehl, 77, of Moneta, 
passed away peacefully on 
Monday, April 25, 2022, at 
Centra Lynchburg General 
Hospital.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, James 
“Bussy” Richardson and 
Louise Richardson Whorley.

Sharon is survived by her 
husband of 55 years, Glen 
A. Proehl; children, Amy 
Proehl Reamey (Kevin) 
and Matt Proehl (Dana); grandchildren, 
Kelsey Proehl Carr (Cam), Hannah Proehl 
(Patrick Esarey), Seth Greene, and Kalie 
Greene; brother-in-law, Gene Proehl (Sue); 
and cousins, Susan and Annette.

She was born on March 6, 1945 and 
graduated from William Byrd High 
School. Sharon continued on to receive a 
bachelor’s degree from Roanoke College 
and a master’s degree from Th e Univer-

sity of Virginia (UVA). She 
was a teacher for Bedford 
County Public Schools for 
many years.

She was a member of the 
Daughters of Th e Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR) Th e 
Peaks of Otter Chapter 
where she served as Reg-
istrar, a member of Delta 
Kappa Gamma Society and 
Alpha Phi Sorority, and a 
member of Morgan’s Bap-
tist Church.

A memorial service was conducted 
at 10 a.m. on Friday, April 29, 2022, at 
Oakey’s Vinton Chapel. Th e family re-
ceived friends from 2 to 4 p.m. and from 6 
until 8 p.m. on Th ursday, April 28, 2022, 
at the funeral home.

Memorial donations may be made to 
the Moneta Rescue Squad. Online con-
dolences may be shared with the family 
at www.oakeys.com.

OBITUARY Local Lions hold Zone 
meeting, named third in 
nation in sight-screenings

On Tuesday evening, April 26, there 
was a meeting for the fi ve Lions Clubs 
in Region 2, Zone 1 of District 24-C, at 
the Bedford Lions Club Building.  Th e 
fi ve clubs in the Zone are Bedford, For-
est, Mount Pleasant, Roanoke Host and 
Vinton Breakfast. 

Th e Bedford Club’s building is locat-
ed on 27 acres just off  Route 460 east of 
Bedford, with part of the property being 
taken up with baseball/softball fi elds and 
another larger area containing a shoot-
ing range. An interesting historical note 
is that the shooting range is where the 
original “Bedford Boys,” who were the 
spearhead of the Operation Overlord in-
vasion on Omaha Beach in 1944, prac-
ticed and qualifi ed with their rifl es and 
sidearms. Th e range now is the home of 
the Bedford Shooting Club.

Th e Zone meeting, chaired by Lion 
Chris McCarty of the Vinton Breakfast 
Club, aff orded all of the clubs the oppor-
tunity to exchange ideas, reveal their ac-
complishments, report the projects they 
are involved in, and list their goals.  

Receiving a round of applause was 
the report that the Roanoke Host Club, 
which now meets at lunch time, had just 
the day before been awarded its 100-year 
certifi cation from Lions Clubs Interna-

tional, a remarkable milestone.
District Governor Eric Mills, also 

from the Vinton Breakfast Lions Club, 
noted that Lion Joel Lytton had been 
named the District 24-C Administrator, 
meaning he is available to all clubs for IT 
assistance with club records and report-
ing requirements.  

Mills also revealed that over the last 10 
years, Lions Clubs International Foun-
dation had funneled over $265,000.00 
back into Southwest Virginia for disaster 
relief.  

One fi nal revelation was that this 
district was third in the nation in per-
forming sight-screenings for elemen-
tary school students with the handheld 
SPOT machines owned by several clubs. 
Th e SPOT machine allows the operator 
to screen for six diff erent eye abnormali-
ties, while staying approximately three 
feet away from the student, and usually 
in less than a minute.

A spokesperson from each of the 
clubs in the Zone gave a report of their 
activities, and goals for the future, and 
the members of the Bedford club were 
thanked for the outstanding meal, and 
the meeting was adjourned.   

By Mount Pleasant Lion 
Michael Ferguson

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
The Mount Pleasant and Vinton Breakfast Lions Clubs traveled to Bedford on 
April 26 for the Region 2, Zone 1, District 24-C  meeting of the five Lions Clubs in 
the area. Shown left to right are Cheryl Wright, 1st Vice President of the Bedford 
Lions Club, Chris McCarty, Zone 1 Chair, and Anne Ferguson, President of the 
Mount Pleasant Lions Club.

Roanoke Valley Dulcimers 
to perform Saturday at the 
Vinton History Museum 

Th e Roanoke Valley 
Dulcimers will perform 
on the grounds of the Vin-
ton History Museum (or 
inside as a weather back-
up) this coming Saturday, 
May 7, from 11 a.m. to 
12 noon. Th e event is free 
and open to the public. 

Music selections will 
include old-time tradi-

tional Appalachian and 
Irish tunes, hymns, folk 
and more. 

While visiting enjoy the 
historic collections on dis-
play, tours, and research 
resources. Gift Niche 
items of local history and 
Friendship/Mother’s Day 
baskets will be for sale.

Th e Vinton History 

Museum, located at 210 
E. Jackson Avenue in 
Vinton, is open Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, and 
the fi rst Saturday of each 
month from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 

For more information 
email info@vintonhisto-
rymuseum.org or (540) 
342-8634.

Submit your community news and photos to 

vintonmessenger@ourvalley.org.
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groups participated in 
the project. They em-
ployed the business prac-
tices that Hutchison had 
taught them to develop 
their own businesses (on 
paper) for presentation 
to the potential inves-
tors—the judges. 

The competition was 
held in the William Byrd 
Middle School auditori-
um—Hutchison wanted 
a professional setting for 
the activity with students 
dressed professionally as 
well. Student groups 
had a minute and a half 
to present their business 
concepts and then faced 
questions from the judg-
es, who had reviewed the 
business reports before-
hand.

Each judge had 
$500,000 to invest but 
winning wasn’t the fo-
cus—finding out who 
would and wouldn’t get 
investments was what 
the students wanted to 
know.

In a mere two weeks, 
the students had come 
up with a written report 
on their business which 
included their business 
concept (products and 
services), a “business 
hook” or “pitch” to sell 
their idea, and a SWOT 
(strengths, weakness-
es, opportunities, and 
threats) analysis, plus the 
results of their research 
on the need for their 
particular business, their 
target market, their com-
petition and how they 
planned to counter that 
competition, an over-
view of their industry at 
a glance, expected sales 
and profits, the roles of 
company officers and 
employees, and market-
ing strategies.

Hutchison gave them 
some resources for re-
search, in particular the 
ISIS (Integrated Soft-
ware for Imagers and 
Spectrometers) tool for 
data analysis used by ma-
jor corporations and uni-
versities. 

He encouraged them 
to choose something 
they were passionate 
about in creating a busi-
ness. The seven business-
es formed were two pet 
grooming companies, a 
rocket company, chair 
company, sports market-
ing company, 3D print-
ing company, and head-
phone company.

The class watched 
some episodes of Shark 
Tank and did a run-
through before the actual 
competition—to build 

communication skills 
and confidence—one of 
the most important take 
aways Hutchison wanted 
for them.

Hutchison earned 
his MBA from Syracuse 
University and one of 
his course requirements 
there was creating a 
business. In examin-
ing the middle school 
curriculum on business 
concepts, he decided 
that the best practice for 
imparting the knowledge 
to his students might 
be through a hands-on, 
higher level, challenging 
experience, such as his. 

He says that his the-
sis in teaching is “Tell 
me something and I may 
forget it; teach me some-
thing and I may remem-
ber it; but involve me in 
something and I’m going 
to learn it.”

The business plans 
developed and presented 
by the eighth graders at 
WBMS were impres-
sive, to say the least. 
The depth of detail, the 
understanding of busi-
ness concepts, and the 
knowledge of the busi-
ness world they gained 
in the assignment were 
described by Tim Green-
way at the School Board 
meeting the day of the 
event, as “amazing and 
awesome. It was truly 
one of the best experi-
ences I have experienced 
in a classroom—unbe-
lievable, and the kids 
seemed to love it.”

Suhr commented, 
“This is the standard we 
want to be striving for. 
These types of activi-
ties push students out of 
their comfort zone and 
engage students in pur-
poseful, real-life plan-
ning and development 
tasks.  The learning is 
not limited to textbooks 
or worksheets but is an 
application of what the 
students are learning in 
class. Not only do the 
students apply the con-
tent knowledge they are 
learning in class, they 
also stretch themselves 
by presenting concepts 
on a stage in front of 
strangers–this is no small 
‘ask’ of a middle school 
student and they did a 
very nice job!  It was a 
pleasure to participate in 
the culminating event of 
Mr. Hutchison’s excel-
lent work with his stu-
dents!”

The Terrier Kennel 
activity is the quintes-
sential deeper learning 
activity that Roanoke 

County has been empha-
sizing for several years.

“The Shark Tank ac-
tivity is not only fun for 
the students, it exempli-
fies the kind of deeper 
learning experiences 
that we want to be the 
norm for our students 
in all their classes,” said 
Roanoke County School 
Superintendent Dr. Ken 
Nicely. “Students have 
to think critically and 
creatively, collaborate 
on their pitch, and com-
municate effectively to 
win funding from the 
sharks.”

Hutchison plans to 
continue the project 
with future classes. He 
should have plenty of 
opportunity, according 
to guidance counselor 
Lubeth Jones.

“We are so happy 
Ryan joined the WBMS 
family this year,” Jones 
said. “He is a first-year 
teacher who came from 
the corporate technology 
world.  He has brought 
passion and lots of new 
ideas to help students 
learn STEM. The stu-
dents have told me his 
classes are their favorites 
and they have learned so 
much while having fun 
at the same time.”

Hutchison describes 
his technology education 
classes as “fun, but not 
easy.” His spacious class-
room is filled with proj-
ects built by students—a 
wind turbine, a model of 
the Golden Gate Bridge, 
a moving paper robot, 
the makings of a business 
assembly line—built 
from the students’ imag-
ination, after research, 
not from blueprints. 

He teaches five class-
es—sixth and seventh 
grade introductions to 
Technology Education, 
Programming Solutions 
for eighth grade, STEM, 
and Digital Imaging.

He sees this type of 
business-creating, hands-
on project as an oppor-
tunity for students to get 
a glimpse forward into 
the real world of work, 
to see what their parents 
might encounter day to 
day. He says he consid-
ers it his job to “get stu-
dents ready for the real 
world, and real-world 
situations– and how 
to handle them. Some 
will be starting to work 
in high school in a few 
short years. They need to 
know what to expect.”

That’s why, in part, lit-
tle emphasis was placed 
on actually winning the 

Judges for the Terrier Kennel business presentations included (left to right) Tim 
Greenway, Jason Suhr, Mark Jones, and Lubeth Jones.

Eighth graders made their business pitches to the judges on the stage in the 
auditorium at WBMS.

PHOTOS RYAN HUTCHISON
Another project the students completed in Ryan Hutchison’s class was building a 
moving robot– out of paper.

Terrier Kennel from page 1

competition. Hutchison 
wanted the students to 
learn some life lessons—
not to get discouraged 
if they didn’t receive an 
offer from the investors, 
don’t give up, perse-
vere—another opportu-
nity always awaits.

Another incentive for 
the project was the fact 
that it counted as a big 
part of their grade for 
the course.

Hutchison is the kind 

of teacher you always 
wanted to have—fun 
and engaging, but with 
high expectations.

He sees his classes as a 
way to combine the skills 
students have learned in 
English, math, science, 
and history classes with 
hands-on activities.

Although this is his 
first year in teaching, 
he has worked with and 
mentored students for 
several years through 

coaching. He is a grad-
uate of Glenvar High 
School and coached 
football at Salem High. 
He has now been named 
as head football coach at 
WBMS.

“I get up each day ex-
cited about coming to 
work,” Hutchison says. 
“How many can say 
that?”

He says he has found 
his forte and plans to 
stay.

‘The Interruptions’
When is the last time some-

one or something interrupted 
you? How did that make you 
feel? Several weeks ago, I was 
talking with my parents on the 
phone and the signal kept drop-
ping. Each time this happened, 
I would call them back and we 
would continue our conversa-
tion. However, within minutes 
of each callback, my phone 
would beep, and I would lose 
the call again. After multiple 
dropped calls within a short pe-
riod of time, we decided to give 
up and try again later. It was too 
frustrating to continue our con-
versation in the midst of con-
stant interruptions.

No one enjoys being inter-
rupted. By defi nition, an inter-
ruption is a disruption, a break 

in continuity, or something that 
inhibits our ability to fi nish 
what we were saying or doing. 
Interruptions can be aggravat-
ing intrusions that leave us feel-
ing frustrated. 

A couple of weeks ago, Carter 
was upset that his baseball prac-
tice was interrupted by an un-
foreseen hailstorm at Vinyard 
Park. Just as he was warming up 
to bat, the coach was forced to 
abruptly cancel practice as the 
temperature rapidly dropped 
and hail began to fall. Th ough 
Carter knew it was the right de-
cision, he was still aggravated by 
the interruption.

Th ough we rarely appreciate 
being interrupted, according to 
the late author and theologian 
Henri Nouwen, interruptions 
may be more signifi cant to our 

lives than we often recognize. 
Nouwen wrote: “I have al-

ways been complaining that 
my work was constantly inter-
rupted, then I realized that the 
interruptions were my work. 
Th e unpleasant things, the hard 
moments, the unexpected set-
backs carry more potential than 
we usually realize.” 

Th is was certainly true in the 
40 days following Jesus’ resur-
rection. 

According to the Gospel ac-
counts, over the course of that 
time, Jesus appeared to his fol-
lowers on multiple occasions 
and continued sharing his mes-
sage about the Kingdom of God 
(Acts 1:3). 

While locked away in the up-
per room, he appeared to his 
disciples and interrupted their 

fear and doubt. As two of his 
disciples walked along the Road 
to Emmaus, Jesus interrupted 
their conversation and walked 
with them. When Peter, John, 
and some of the other disciples 
decided to go fi shing on the Sea 
of Galilee following Jesus’ ap-
pearance in the upper room, he 
interrupted them by calling out 
to them from the shore. 

In each case, Jesus disrupted 
plans and decisions, interfered 
with conversations and assump-
tions, and inhibited his clos-
est followers from continuing 
what they were doing before 
he showed up. As a result of 
these intrusions, Jesus’ disciples 
not only were given an oppor-
tunity to encounter their risen 
Lord, but their lives were forever 
changed.

Jesus intentionally interrupt-
ed the lives of his closest follow-
ers, and that relates to the inter-
ruptions we face today. I invite 
you to consider: What is cur-
rently the greatest interruption 
in my life? Where am I being 
interrupted most consistently? 
What interruptions are creating 
the most angst and discomfort 
for me? 

As was true for Jesus’ earliest 
followers, so too is often the case 
for us, “the unpleasant things, 
the hard moments, the unex-
pected setbacks carry more po-
tential than we usually realize.” 
Maybe, life’s greatest interrup-
tions are the places where God 
is at work the most.  

By The Rev. Travis Russell, 
Vinton Baptist Church

From the Pulpit

Community meeting scheduled for Route 460 Land Use and Connectivity Study
Roanoke County is 

hosting a second com-
munity meeting for the 
Route 460 Land Use 
and Connectivity Study 
on May 18 between 4 
p.m. and 6 p.m. at Bon-
sack Elementary School. 

At this open house-
style meeting, attendees 
will review and provide 
comments on recom-
mendations proposed to 
address feedback provid-
ed from the January com-

munity meeting survey 
and stakeholder group.  

All recommendation 
materials and an op-
portunity to provide 
comments are available 
at www.roanokecoun-
tyva.gov/460Study.  Th e 
comment period will 
conclude on May 31. 

Th e Route 460 Land 
Use and Connectivity 
Study began in Fall 2021 
with the following goals: 

• Recommend ways to 

travel around the Bon-
sack community that 
are alternatives to Route 
460/Challenger Avenue;

• Consider existing 
zoning classifi cations and 
future land use designa-
tions to determine poten-
tial changes to match de-
sired development types; 
and

• Examine existing at-
grade railroad crossings 
for potential improve-
ments that may create de-

velopment opportunities 
between the railroad and 
the Blue Ridge Parkway.

The first commu-
nity meeting was held 
on January 13, 2022, 
at Bonsack Elementary 
School.  

Over 40 area residents, 
property owners and 
business owners attended 
this meeting. County 
staff , consultants from 
Timmons Group and 
VDOT representatives 

reviewed aerial images of 
the study area with meet-
ing participants and dis-
cussed a variety of topics 
including funded trans-
portation projects on 
Route 460, roadways that 
can be improved, poten-
tial areas for development 
as well as possibilities for 
future greenway and trail 
connections.  

Attendees also an-
swered a survey at the 
meeting, which was open 

until the end of January. 
Over 200 surveys were 
completed.

Visit www.Roa-
n o k e C o u n t y V A .
gov/460Study to learn 
more about the Route 
460 Land Use and Con-
nectivity Study.  Con-
tact Megan Cronise, 
Transportation Planning 
Administrator, at mcro-
nise@roanokecountyva.
gov with questions or call 
(540) 772-2106.
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Ja-
son Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is lo-
cated at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 
1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 

School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@veri-
zon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 

7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 
9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

OUR PATIENT GOD 
Read 2 Kings 14:1 through 16:20

And since the Lord had not said he would blot out the name of 
Israel from under heaven, he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam 
son of Jehoash (2 Kings 14:27).

Reading through the Old Testament can seem like an exercise in 
frustration. We read about privileged people who regularly rebel 
against God and get themselves into trouble. God becomes angry 
at their constant attraction to sin,
and threatens to punish them. From truly remorseful hearts, they 
repent in sackcloth and ashes, and God stays His hand. He keeps 
His word by punishing the ringleaders or by allowing them all to 
go into slavery. However, He always comforts and rescues them. 
Why, we wonder, do they never learn their lesson?

Interestingly, if  we are honest with ourselves, we might just see our 
own failings mirrored in the lives of these Israelites. Like them, we, 
too, experience the loyal heart of a God who is unwilling to leave 
us in our sin and never ever willing to abandon us.

Challenge for Today: Read through the entire Old Testament this 
summer. Rejoice in God’s long-suffering heart of love for you.

Quicklook: 2 Kings 14:23–27

Joseph Tompkins, Jr., 1950-2022
Joseph Buford Tompkins, Jr., 

(known as J.B. or Joe) a Vinton 
native, passed away at his home in 
Alexandria, Va. on April 15, at age 
72. His family was well-known in 
Vinton; they owned Tompkins 
Hardware for many years, at the 
corner of Pollard Street and Jack-
son Avenue, now the location of 
the Hemp Mill.

Tompkins earned a B.A. from 
Washington & Lee University, a 
J.D. from Harvard Law School 
and an M.P.P. from the Harvard 
Kennedy School. He had a distin-
guished law career, working in the 
Criminal Division of the United 

States Department of Justice from 
1979–1982, where he served as 
Deputy Chief of the Fraud Sec-
tion from 1980–1982, and prac-
ticing as an attorney at Sidley Aus-
tin for more than 40 years (before 
and after his tenure at the DOJ).

An article in Th e Vinton Mes-
senger in 2013 says that, according 
to Joe’s brother, Deal Tompkins, 
the store was built by contractor 
Herbert Maxey for Vinton busi-
nessman Ben Turpin in the late 
1940s as part of the post-World 
War II building boom. It was 
Turpin’s Hardware before it was 
bought by the Tompkins family.

Th e story goes that when Ben 
Turpin bought the vacant lot, 
Town Council would not allow 
him to build his proposed hard-
ware on the site because they 
thought a dump had been located 
there in past years and the ground 
would not be stable. Th ey would 
not issue a building permit right 
away for the construction, so 
Turpin waited awhile and then 
just started building his hardware 
without a permit. 

Th e town manager reportedly 
eventually said, “I guess we should 
give Ben a building permit.” 

Ben’s son Riley said that was 

in the day of Town Manager Guy 
Gearhart when “everything was 
done with just a handshake.” In 
fact, Turpin says that the town 
later recommended that his fa-
ther add a second fl oor with four 
apartments to the store to accom-
modate soldiers returning from 
war.

According to Deal Tompkins, 
his father, Joseph B. Tompkins, 
Sr., and Tyree Dowdy bought the 
hardware in 1953 and changed 
the name to Dixie Hardware 
Company, Inc. 

Dowdy sold his interest in 
the business to Tompkins in the 

early 1960s and he remained the 
sole   owner of the store until his 
son, Deal Tompkins, took over 
the family business in 1974, and 
changed the name to Tompkins 
Hardware Company, Inc. 

Tompkins sold the hardware 
business in 1979, but it continued 
to operate as Tompkins Hardware 
until it relocated to the former 
Chewning’s Appliance building 
on Virginia Avenue in 1982 and 
was renamed Dixie Hardware. 
Deal Tompkins recalled “down-
town Vinton as a vibrant and 
thriving business center in the 
1950s and into the 1970s.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Joseph Buford Tompkins, Jr. The family of Joe Tompkins, Jr., owned Tompkins hardware on Pollard Street for many years.

RECIPES

PHOTO BY LAURENE GICQUE
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To place 
your ad,

call 
389-9355

HAVE 
SOMETHING 

TO SELL?

ADVERTISE!
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!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

MAKE AN 

“A”
IN 

ADVERTISING!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

STATEWIDE       
ADS

STATEWIDE       
ADS

STATEWIDE       
ADS    

ANTIQUES SHOW/SALE

BIG ANTIQUES & Vintage 
Show/Sale, May 20-21, 
68th Fishersville Antiques 
Expo, Expoland, Fishers-
ville, VA (I-64, Exit 91), 
200+ dealers, four build-
ings & outside, Friday & 
Saturday 9-5. www.herit-
agepromotions.net 434-
846-7452

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-
6667

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 
services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help 
you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching potential candi-
dates. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
hi l tonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other 
 nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://
www.L i fe55p lus . i n fo /
vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires June 30, 2022. If you call the 
number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie 

or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review 
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. 

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 6.30.22

Yard Sales - 
Radford City

Heron
Community Wide 

Yard Sale 
 

Auction Notice 

Help Wanted - 
General

Help Wanted 
Handyman  

 

Help Wanted  
Salem 

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

Roommate Wanted

Roommate Wanted 
Shawsville Area 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF 

BOTETOURT 
COUNTY 

 
IN RE: ESTATE OF 

CLAYTON 
EDWARD MARR, 
JR. DECEASED 

 
NOTICE 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. CL22000143-00 

Notice of Public 
Sale  

 

Notice Of Public 
Sale 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Legals - City of 
Roanoke

Wanted -  Car 
Parts

Wanted 
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER
Riley Fox, Loan Officer
NMLS# 2310076

540-314-1966
rfox@cfmortgagecorp.com
www.cfmortgagecorp.com/Riley-Fox

NMLS# 147312

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER NEW RADIATORS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

25 Wendover Road, 
Daleville, VA 24083

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

The William Byrd baseball team is 
looking to pick up two wins in as many 
days and the Terriers have a jump start 
on today’s game. Byrd will pick up 
a suspended game at Staunton River 
today, then host Franklin County on 
Friday night.

Tonight’s game in Moneta will begin 
with Byrd leading 5-0 in the top of the 
third inning with Terrier runners on sec-
ond and third and one out. The game was 
suspended on April 8 when heavy rains 
made the field unplayable. Blake Glover 
was pitching for Byrd and he’ll take the 
mound when the game resumes tonight.

On Friday the Byrdmen will host 
Franklin County in a jayvee-varsity dou-
bleheader. The jayvee game is scheduled 
for 4:30 pm with the varsity follow at 
approximately 7 pm.

Byrd is currently 4-2 in the Blue 
Ridge District standings and 11-4 over-
all. Franklin County was undefeated 
in BRD play coming into the week so 
Friday’s game will be a big one for both 
teams.

On Tuesday of this week the Terriers 
had Staunton River at home and Byrd 
took a 10-0, slaughter rule win at Walthall 
Park. Devon Foutz had a two run homer 
for Byrd, his first varsity round tripper, 
and Hunter Sipe got the win with a four-
hitter, striking out six. Byrd walked off 
the win in the bottom of the sixth when 
Evan Mullen’s grounder was misplayed, 
allowing the 10th run to score for the 
“slaughter rule” victory.

Last Friday in Daleville Byrd let one 
slip away as Lord Botetourt came from 
behind for a 5-3 win over the Terriers. 
Byrd had a 3-1 lead in the bottom of the 
sixth but the Cavaliers scored four runs 
with two outs to take a 5-3 lead, and they 
held on for the win. 

Byrd had just four hits against LB, one 
each by Sipe, Foutz, Matthew Scavelli 
and Ross Divers. Scavelli had two runs 
batted in.

Trenton Sayers took the loss, pitching 
all six innings. He was strong for five 
full but gave up four hits and a walk in 
the sixth inning as LB rallied for the win.

Terriers have opportunity to make a move in BRD baseball standings

The dust flies as Trenton Sayers of Byrd covers first base to get the out on a 
sliding Nate Prince of Lord Botetourt in Friday’s game in Daleville.

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Left, former William Byrd baseball coach Gary Walthall(left in photo) presents former Terrier standout Nick Jones with a plaque 
after Nick won the Byrd Alumni Home Run Derby at Walthall Park last Saturday. Nick edged former Byrd coach and player Neil 
Zimmerman by just three points as 17 former Terriers competed in the contest. It was the fourth win for Jones, who previously 
won the derby in 2010, 2014 and 2015. Right, these former Terriers were on hand for a day of fun, and on Sunday the Alumni 
group participated in a golf tournament. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Home Run King

On Tuesday, the William Byrd and Staunton River baseball teams recognized 
two long time umpires for their service to high school athletics. Greg 
Irby(right) has umpired or officiated for 40 years and Joe Burrell(left) has 
umpired or officiated for 39 years. They both received hats from William 
Byrd and Staunton River, a $25 gift card to one of four local restaurants, a 
water bottle, a signed card from both teams and a discount card worth $200. 
“Umpires are the reason we are able to play the game,” said Byrd coach and 
Athletic Director Jason Taylor. “They are often an afterthought and take much 
criticism. There is a shortage across the US, Virginia and locally, and we 
thought it would be a great gesture to honor two guys that have been around 
a long time and have helped shape our young athletes.”

UMPS RECOGNIZED AT BYRD GAME

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The William Byrd girls tennis team remained undefeated with an 8-1 win over 
Northside at Walrond Park last week.

“Northside was a great match for us,” said coach Kayla Mitchell-McCroskey. 
Emilie McCaskill had a plan with her match and finished in about 45 minutes, 

the shortest match all season. The best match of the night was the number one 
singles where Lexi Aquino pulled out a win. Other singles winners included 
Makenna Jacobsen, Grace Saunders and Timber Raines. In doubles Aquino and 
Jacobsen won at number one, McCaskill and Saunders won at two and Raines and 
Ashley Gegasse won at three. 

The win gave Byrd a 4-0 record in the Blue Ridge District. The Terriers lost a 
non-district match to Cave Spring last week, 6-3. 

“I’m very proud of how the girls played against them,” said Mitchell-McCroskey.
The boys played Northside at home last week and lost 9-0 and they’re still look-

ing for their first win. Tonight both teams will host Lord Botetourt.

The William Byrd softball team will 
be home tonight and tomorrow as they 
try to make up some ground in the Blue 
Ridge District standings. Byrd will 
host Staunton River in a makeup game 
tonight, then host Franklin County on 
Friday.

The Terriers will be trying to turn 
things around on Staunton River after 
dropping a 7-4 decision to the Eagles 
in Moneta Tuesday. The game was tied 
4-4 after three innings but the Eagles 
finished strong and took the win, drop-

ping Byrd to 1-5 in the district and 6-10 
overall.

Haleigh Vaughan led Byrd with two 
hits and Brooklyn Peters had a home 
run in the first inning. Chloe Varney 
took the loss on the mound, pitching 
all six innings.

Last Friday in Vinton Lord Botetourt 
downed the Terriers 12-1. The game 
was tied at 1-1 after two but it was all 
LB after that. Mandolin Draper had an 
RBI single for Byrd’s run as Varney 
took the loss on the mound.

Girls are unbeaten in BRD tennis

Softball team has home games
Byrd’s Maddy Tuck lays down a bunt. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Makenna Jacobsen hits a return against Northside. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
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Left, Byrd’s Sydney Blewett puts the shot in last week’s Knights Track Classic at Cave Spring. Right, Dakota Bell and Brayden McCullouch run the 1,600 meters.
PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Cosmopolitan Track meet is at William Fleming this week
The William Byrd track team will 

head to Roanoke this week for the 
annual Cosmopolitan Club Track meet. 
The three day meet is held at William 
Fleming High School.

The middle school field events 
and running trials will be Thursday. 
Junior Division athletes, in ninth and 
10 grades, will have field events Friday 
at Fleming along with trials and some 

senior running trials. Senior field 
events, for juniors and seniors, will 
be Saturday morning and all running 
finals, for all three classes, will begin 
at 11:30 am Saturday.

The Terriers competed in the Knights 
Track Classic at Cave Spring High 
School on a rainy day last Saturday. 
The Pulaski County boys and Jefferson 
Forest girls were team winners.

Remi Figart finished 8th in the 100m 
(13.43) and 4th in the 200m (27.75) for 
the Byrd girls.  Olivia Hurd finished 
8th in the mile with a time of 5:32.83.  

In the pole vault Gracie Mick 
finished 2nd with a height of 7’6.  
Samantha Flippen finished 8th in the 
discus with a throw of 81’11.5 while 
Sydney Blewett took 4th in the shot put 
with a throw of 34’2 and Sarah Fuchs 

finished 8th with a throw of 27’1.  
The boys 4x400m relay of Wyatte 

Bailey, Isaiah Board, DeShawn Austin 
and Bodie Gonzalez won with a time of 
3:44.69.  Jesse Smith finished 6th in the 
pole vault with a height of 7’6.

Hayden Janney was third in the dis-
cus with a throw of 110’2 and Hunter 
Richards finished 6th in the event with 
a toss of 40’6.25.  

Left, Byrd’s Dominic Dulak controls the ball in Monday’s lacrosse game in Blacksburg, and right Annika Hylton 
carries the ball up the field in the girls’ game. PHOTOS BYJON FLEMING

Laxmen pick up fi rst win, girls sweep New River teams
The William Byrd boys lacrosse team pulled out 

an 8-7 win over Christiansburg last week as the 
boys and girls swept a doubleheader from the Blue 
Demons at Robert A. Patterson Stadium. The boys 
came from 4-0 behind at the half to pull out their 
first win of the season and the first for coach Will 
Satterfield.

“I’m very proud of them,” said Satterfield. “We 
controlled the play in first half but just couldn’t 
hit the cage. We came out in the second half and 
played for each other.” 

Carter Moore had a career game that won’t show 
up on the stat sheet, defending their best player. 
Kaden West scored five goals and had an assist 
while freshman Dawson Brinkley and sophomore 
John Kiker scored their first varsity goals. Connor 
McCarthy added a goal and three assists and Beau 
Brady had an assist. Julian Pantoja got his first start 
in goal this year and had 14 crucial saves. 

“Our team is starting to embrace the hard work 
and team identity we’ve put in this year and this 
game highlighted it,” said Satterfield. “A lot more 
games to play, but we’re starting to turn the cor-
ner.”

The girls dominated Christiansburg in the open-
er, 21-0. Leading the offense was Oliva Hurd with 
six goals and one assist, Anika Hylton with four 
goals, Trinity Hylton with three goals and two 
assists and Ashlyn Stover with eight draw controls, 
two goals and two assists. Freshman Macie Hall, 
Makayla Price, Emma Craddock and Samantha 
Martin also scored and Haley Firebaugh had two 
saves on a slow night.

On Monday both teams were back in action in 
Blacksburg and the girls won again in the opener, 
13-10. Stover and Anika Hylton had four goals 

each and Trinity Hylton had three. Hurd added two 
and Firebaugh had 13 saves.

“This was Haley’s best game in goal, she made 
multiple crucial saves that kept us in the game and 
preserved the lead for the win,” said coach Dan 
Eberhardt. 

The boys lost 9-5 to Blacksburg and both teams 
have a tough road ahead. Tonight both teams will 
play at Cave Spring followed by a home double-
header against Patrick Henry on Thursday. On 
Tuesday the Terriers have a girls-boys doubleheader 
at Spartan Field in Salem.

The William Byrd boys soccer team bounced 
back from a loss to Lord Botetourt last Friday to 
defeat Staunton River on Tuesday. The Terriers 
took a 5-2 win in Moneta.

Staunton River scored first off a corner kick, but 
the Terriers scored three unanswered goals t take 
a 3-1 lead. Landon Niday, Braden Crossan scored 
unassisted goals and Hunter Burgess scored off an 
assist from Grayson Webb. 

River cut the lead to 3-2, but Niday scored his 
second goal off a Crossan assist for a little breathing 
room. Then Niday completed his hat trick when he 
converted a penalty kick for the 5-2 final. 

“I’m proud of the guys and their work,” said 
coach Russell Dishman “It has not been easy as we 
need to get healthy. We have not played with a full 
squad since our second  match this season.  We have 
had guys sacrifice by filling roles they normally 
would and give up recognition to play in places 
we need but often will not be seen in the statistical 
categories.”

Last Friday in Vinton the boys fell to visiting 
Lord Botetourt, 2-1.

The William Byrd 
girls soccer team had a 
rough week as they were 
shut out in back-to-back 
games by Lord Botetourt 
and Staunton River.

Last Friday in Daleville 
the Cavaliers remained 
undefeated in Blue Ridge 
District play with an 8-0 
win over the Byrd girls. 
The Terriers trailed just 
2-0 at the half but LB 
dominated after intermis-
sion.

On Tuesday at home 
Staunton River took 
a 1-0 win despite Byrd 
outshooting the Golden 
Eagles 16-2. The game 
was scoreless at the half 

but the Eagles were able 
to slip one in midway 
through the second half 
and that was all it took to 
pull out the win.

 “Staunton River made 
the most of their opportu-
nities,” said Byrd coach 
Molly Cox. “We contin-
ued to control the game 
but could not beat their 
keeper. We had shots all 
the way up until the final 
whistle but, unfortunate-
ly, we fell short.”

The two losses 
dropped Byrd to 3-3-1 
in the district and 8-4-1 
overall. The Terriers are 
back home Friday to host 
Franklin County.

Soccer girls shut out

Boys defeat Eagles

“We werre down 2-1 midway through and had a 
chance to pull level but it hit off the goal frame,” 
said Dishman. “Soon after, LB countered and 
scored. As the momentum shifted we struggled to 
get back on track and they took advantage and were 
able to score again soon after.”

The Terriers are  now 5-6-1 overall and 2-3-1 
in the Blue Ridge District. They head to Franklin 
County on Friday.

Byrd’s Landon Niday(#2) battles the keeper in last 
week’s game with LB. PHOTO BY REGINA DEVINNEY

Byrd’s Riley Firebaugh(#2) contests a ball at LB.
PHOTO BY REGINA DEVINNEY
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