
PHOTO FROM VINTON HISTORY MUSEUM ARCHIVES
The 1967 William Byrd yearbook nicknamed James 
Childress “Mr. Everything” for the many honors that he 
won in his one year at the school.
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William Byrd High 
School recognized the ac-
complishments of the Class 
of 2022 at the Distinguished 
Honors Banquet on May 9. 
Th e ceremony and dinner 
were held in the main gym-
nasium at the high school.

WBHS Principal Tammy 
Newcomb welcomed the stu-
dents and their parents. “To-
night, we are here to celebrate 
you–the Class of 2022,” she 
said. “You have worked really 
hard to get where you are.”

During the ceremony, 
Emilie McCaskill and Emil-
iano Gonzalez were named 
Best All Around Female and 
Best All Around Male for the 
WBHS Class of 2022. 

According to William 
Byrd Assistant Principal Mar-
cee Cook, “Best All Around” 
is a coveted honor based fi rst 
on academic success, and 
second on who best repre-
sents good character and in-
vestment in their school and 
community. “Th ese young 
people have also participated 
in a variety of academic and 
extracurricular activities and 
the selections are determined 
by a faculty nomination and 
vote.”

Department Awards were 
also presented. Each depart-
ment selects an outstanding 
senior who maintains good 
academic standards in the 
department, displays good 

character, and contributes 
constructively to the class, de-
partment, and school. Th ey 
are recommended by teach-
ers and determined by a con-
sensus vote by the teachers of 
that department. Th e names 
of the department award re-
cipients are kept secret until 
the night of the banquet.

Department Award recip-
ients for 2022 include:

 •Art: Samantha Shrader
 •Band: Annabelle Moore
 •Business: Hannah Sut-

ton
 •Choir: Anya Hunter
 •Drama: Victoria Lovern
 •English: Daniel Letz
 •Family and Consumer 

Science (FACs): Bryson 
Crawford

 •French: Emilie Mc-
Caskill

 •Latin: Emiliano Gonza-
lez

 •Marketing: Micah Kiker
 •Math: Hannah Sutton
 •Physical Education: 

Hunter Richards
 •Science: Emilie Mc-

Caskill
 •Social Studies: Grace 

Saunders
 •Spanish: Grace Saunders
 •Technology Education: 

Austin Nielsen
 •Yearbook: Kassidy Wrye
Newcomb recognized 

several students with special 
awards:

 •Chloe Harrilla was rec-
ognized as Top Terrier for the 
Class of 2022. “Th e Top Ter-
rier is nominated by students, 

WBHS Class of 2022 recognized at Distinguished Honors Banquet

See Honors, page 4

Community loses a legend 
– James ‘Hoolie’ Childress; 
he never met a stranger and 
touched the lives of many

James “Hoolie” Chil-
dress passed away on April 
29 at age 73. He was a leg-
end in Vinton, especially 
at William Byrd High 
School.

Th e 1967 William 
Byrd yearbook nicknamed 
him “Mr. Everything” 
for the many honors that 
he won in his one year 
at the school. His retired 
basketball jersey has hung 
for many years in the hall-
way at the entrance to the 
gymnasium.

While at William Byrd, 
Childress excelled in 
football, basketball, and 
softball. Th e plaque next 
to his retired No. 31 jer-
sey reads: “All State, All 
American, 30.9 points 
per game, 16 rebounds 
per game, 1741 career 
points, scoring a record 59 
points against Covington 
in 1967.” He was named 
All City/County Football 
Player of the Year for two 
years, All American Team 
in basketball and All State 
in softball. 

He was listed among the 
top 100 high school play-

Vinton and Bonsack teachers honored 
with prestigious Apple Awards

Three Vinton-area 
teachers were recog-
nized at the Roanoke 
County Public Schools 
Education Foundation 
Golden Apple Awards 
Ceremony on May 
4. The annual Apple 
Awards recognize out-
standing educators in 
the county schools. 
Vinton and Bonsack 
teachers won three of 
the five awards pre-
sented.

This year’s Apple 
Awards Ceremony was 
held during National 

Teacher Appreciation 
Week.

RCPS Superinten-
dent Dr. Ken Nicely 
said, “Being nominated 
for the Golden Apple 
means that somebody 
has noticed what you 
are doing—you are tru-
ly setting the pace and 
are an example for ev-
eryone. We appreciate 
what you do.”

The top award—the 
Golden Apple—is the 
highest honor present-
ed annually to a teacher 
in Roanoke County 
Schools. The Red Apple 
Awards are presented to 
the top finalists at the 

elementary, middle and 
high school levels. The 
Green Apple goes to a 
teacher who has been 
teaching for three years 
or less.

William Byrd High 
School and Middle 
School Choir Director 
Matt Bartley received 
the Red Apple Award at 
the middle school level. 

Missy Peroulas from 
Bonsack Elementary 
won the Red Apple 
Award at the elemen-
tary school level.

The Green Apple 
Award recipient was 
English teacher Tracey 
Addison from William 

Byrd Middle School.
The 2022 Golden Ap-

ple Award went to Amber 
Benson from Northside 
Middle School. Benson 
also has been named the 
nominee from Roanoke 
County Public Schools 
for the Virginia Teacher 
of the Year.

The high school level 
Red Apple Award was 
presented to Brian Har-
ris from Hidden Valley 
High School.

Kim Frampton, who 
is the president of the 
RCPS Education Foun-
dation, noted that over 
60 applications were nar-
rowed down to 17 final-
ists for the Golden Apple 
Award and seven final-
ists for the Green Apple 
Award. She was assisted 
by Education Founda-
tion board member Ju-
lian Harf in presenting 
this year’s awards.

Other Golden Apple 
finalists from Vinton-ar-
ea schools include Melis-
sa Alderman from W.E. 
Cundiff, Jeanine Poyner 
from Herman L. Horn, 
and Erin O’Donnell 
from WBMS.

Other Green Apple fi-
nalists from Vinton-area 
schools include Haley 
Leftwich from WBMS, 
Grace Russell from W.E. 
Cundiff, and Adriana 
Strum from WBMS.

Teachers are nominat-
ed for the Apple Awards 
by parents, students, 
colleagues, and the com-
munity. Those who are 
nominated are invited to 
complete an application 
form. Several finalists 
are chosen and required 
to submit a short video 
of a typical classroom 
lesson and answer a nar-
rative based on award 
criteria. Then the five 
winners are chosen by 
a selection committee 
made up of Foundation 
Board members, admin-

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS 
Three Vinton-area teachers were recognized at this year’s Golden Apple Awards 
Ceremony. Shown left to right in photo are Roanoke County School Board Chair 
David Linden, Bonsack Principal Leanne Leftwich, Elementary school Red Apple 
winner Missy Peroulas from Bonsack, Green Apple winner Tracey Addison from 
WBMS, Vinton’s representative to the School Board Tim Greenway, Middle School 
Red Apple winner Matt Bartley from WBMS, and WBMS Principal Todd Kageals.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Awards, page 6

See James ‘Hoolie’ Childress, page 8

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
WBHS 2022 Band Department Award winner Annabelle 
Moore

Emiliano Gonzalez was named Best All Around Male 
for 2022 at the William Byrd Honors Banquet on May 
9. His award was presented  by Chris McCarty of the 
Vinton Breakfast Lions Club. Emiliano also received 
the Department Award for Latin.

WBHS 2022 Art Department Award winner Samantha 
Shrader

Emilie McCaskill was named Best All Around Female 
2022 at the WBHS Honors Banquet. She also won the 
Department Awards for French and Science, the Blue 
Ridge District Academic Award, and was recognized 
for completing her Associate’s Degree at VWCC while 
completing her high school diploma. Vicki Newburn 
from the Vinton Woman’s Club presented the Best All 
Around Female Award to McCaskill.

Debbie Adams
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“Thank you to Rosie’s for their support to the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention 

(AFSP) and our mission to save lives and bring hope to those affected by suicide. With 

chapters in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, AFSP is a voluntary health 

organization with a nationwide presence that gives those affected by suicide a nationwide 

community empowered by research, education and advocacy to take action against this 

leading cause of death. Please join the fight to stop suicide at AFSP.org.”

Ellen Shannon, Area Director 
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention

AFSP.org

Every week in 2022 we will donate $1,000 to a local nonprofit 
that is providing valuable services in the areas we are located. 

Helping those communities around us is at the core of our 
operational philosophy. We truly believe that high tides raise all 
ships and we are determined to continue to add value to the 

communities in which we operate.

Through the charitable program, Rosie’s Gives Back,  
Colonial Downs Group has made monetary and in-kind 

donations of more than $2,300,000, and has logged over 
2,500 service hours in Virginia communities.

$52,000 IN 52 WEEKS
WE WIN

Together

Equal Opportunity Employer 
Minorities/Females/Protected Veterans/Individuals 
with Disabilities/Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity

At Carilion Clinic, we could not be more proud of our 
employees. From the bedside to those behind the  

scenes and everything in between—each of you plays  
an important role in providing the best to our patients.

Your commitment to our patients and each other has 
carried us through our most challenging times. It’s also 

how you’ve delivered us to a more hopeful time.

This Hospital and Health Care Week and Week of  
the Nurse, we celebrate you.

With courage and compassion, you’ve rallied to  
improve the health of the communities we serve.

Thank you for your dedication, your innovation  
and for being an inspiration.  

You make our community #CarilionProud.

To learn about our mission and joining our 
team, visit CarilionClinic.org/careers.

CELEBRATING OUR HEALTH CARE WORKERS 

G443422 Carilion Proud Recognition 2022 4.79 x 10.indd   1 4/27/22   1:22 PM

Sutton, Gonzalez named WBHS Prom Queen and King

Hannah Sutton and Emiliano Gon-
zalez were crowned Queen and King of 
the 2022 William Byrd High School 
Prom on May 7. 

Prom King and Queen candidates 
are nominated by the staff  at William 
Byrd and voted on by the Senior Class.

Th is year’s other nominees for Prom 
Queen included Victoria Watts, Chloe 
Harrilla, and Emilie McCaskill. Ross 
Divers, Trevor Ruble, and Rider Hin-
kle were nominated for Prom King.

“Hannah and Emiliano are very de-
serving students who represent the Se-
nior Class well,” said WBHS Principal 
Tammy Newcomb.

Th is year’s prom was held at the 
Hotel Roanoke and Conference Cen-
ter. Th e theme for 2022 was “Night of 

Lights.”
“Cherrybell Farrington, the Junior 

Class sponsor, and her prom com-
mittee did a fantastic job organizing 
the prom with decorations, food and 
music,” Newcomb said. “It takes hours 
upon hours, days and months before, 
to orchestrate such an event. Th e prom 
committee and Mrs. Farrington should 
be commended for a job well done!”

WBHS was able to return to its tra-
dition of an After Prom celebration this 
year. All juniors and seniors are invited 
to After Prom, whether they attend the 
prom or not. Volunteers, including par-
ents and William Byrd staff , decorate 
the lower level of the high school and 
the cafeteria elaborately for the event. 
Th e theme for 2022 was “Under the 
Sea.” Th ere are prize drawings through-
out the evening and those who stick it 
out until 1 a.m. on Sunday morning 

receive a free After Prom T-shirt.
Newcomb gave a special thanks to 

Randy Nicely who has worked with 
After Prom for nine years.

“His numerous hours of work be-
hind the scenes each year have trans-
formed our school into many adven-
tures throughout the years for After 
Prom,” Newcomb said. “Also, Shea 
Davis, the PTSO After Prom chair, put 
together an amazing time.

“Alicia Spangler, our faculty rep-
resentative for After Prom, deserves 
a gold medal,” said Newcomb. “Her 
artistic ability and vision come to life 
at After Prom. Th e theme she chose, 
and the design, transformed our school 
into an adventure under the sea.”

“Th anks to all the volunteers and 
those who made donations! We had 
475 students attend Prom and After 
Prom.”

This year’s William Byrd High School Prom was held at 
the Hotel Roanoke.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
This year’s William Byrd Prom was followed by After 
Prom “Under the Sea.”

WBHS seniors Emiliano Gonzalez and Hannah Sutton 
were voted Prom King and Queen for 2022 by their 
classmates at Byrd. They were crowned at the Prom 
on May 7.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

DAR reaches recycling goal, five Trex benches on their way to Vinton
Th e Roanoke Valley 

Chapter Daughters of the 
American Revolution (RVC-
DAR) has been working 
on a community recycling 
project since last summer, 
with the goal of collecting 
500 pounds of soft plastics 
and fi lms in order to receive 
a park bench from the Trex 
Corporation. (Five hundred 
pounds amounts to about 
40,500 plastic grocery bags.) 
Th e plan was to place the 
new bench along the Glade 

Creek Greenway Phase II 
Trail in Vinton. 

Th e DAR partnered 
with the Town of Vinton 
and the Precision Fabrics 
Group (PFG) to collect the 
plastics by April 2022. Recy-
cling bins were placed at the 
Municipal Building and the 
Charles R. Hill Community 
Center so that the public 
could contribute as well.

Th e organization far sur-
passed the original goal and 
collected enough recyclables 
for fi ve benches, which will 
be delivered over the sum-
mer.

Th e question now is 
where to place those addi-
tional benches.

DAR member Sharon 
Menzies headed up the 
project, along with Regent 
Cindy Higgins. 

“Th ank you to all of 
you,” was Menzies’ message 
to those who contributed. 
“Th e NexTrex plastic fi lm 
recycling challenge was 
a great success! Th e proj-
ect time ended April 30. 
Enough plastic was recycled 
to award the Roanoke Valley 
Chapter Daughters of the 
American Revolution fi ve 

Trex benches. It will be de-
cided where the benches will 
be placed after their summer 
arrival and honor plates are 
placed on each bench.”

A formal RVCDAR Cer-
tifi cate will be presented 
to Precision Fabrics Group 
(PFG), the Town of Vinton, 
and the Vinton and Blue 
Ridge Food Lion stores to 
recognize all the community 
support.   

“Th is has been a wonder-
ful community project and 
RVCDAR thanks all of you 
for your participation and 
support,” Menzies said.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. As fast as can be done
 5. WC’s
 9. Religious retreat
11. Warfare
13. One you wouldn’t expect
15. Disease-causing micro-
organisms
16. For each
17. Grammatical term
19. One point east of 
southeast
21. __ Dern, actress
22. Popular HBO drama 
(abbr.)
23. Shampoo
25. Scale drawing of a 
structure
26. An enclosure for confining 
livestock

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

27. Goat-like mammal
29. Cigar
31. Appear
33. “Westworld” actress __ 
Rachel Wood
34. Leaked through
36. The highest adult male 
singing voice
38. Musical group __ 
Soundsystem
39. Aurochs
41. Crazy (Spanish)
43. Swiss river
44. Strains
46. Frock
48. Found in most body 
tissues
52. Cool!
53. Reasons behind
54. Christian recluse

56. Removes
57. Repents
58. Energy
59. Tailless amphibian
CLUES DOWN
 1. Not awake
 2. Type of dessert
 3. They __
 4. Retired Coast Guard admiral
 5. Gene positions
 6. Exclude
 7. One who is bound
 8. Where drinks are served
 9. Small vipers
10. Blackbird
11. Adventurer
12. Shade
14. A way to gain
15. A salt or ester of boric acid
18. Monetary units

20. Removed
24. “My country, tis of __”
26. Horses
28. Drives back by force
30. Bold, impudent behavior
32. Rates
34. Types of nerves in males
35. A ridge of sand created by 
the wind
37. Wind instrument
38. Pakistani city
40. Dry or withered
42. Delivered a speech
43. Peak
45. Small waterbird
47. Days falling in mid-month
49. Elvis’ daughter
50. Flat and smooth
51. Dallas Cowboys great Leon
55. What cows say
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Dana Boyd is the 
Community Programs 
Supervisor for Sales and 
Events for the Town 
of Vinton. She began 
working for the town in 
November 2018.

Boyd works with cli-
ents to ensure that their 
events go as planned, 
whether corporate or 
private. She answers in-
quiries from potential 
clients and meets with 
them to demonstrate 
what the Vinton War 
Memorial has to offer to 

sell them on the venue. 
She and her co-workers 
set up and decorate for 
events.

Boys enjoys spend-
ing time with her family 
and four “fur” children. 
When times allows, she 
loves being outside

“The Special Pro-
grams department is a 
very important part of 
the staff/team in the 
Town of Vinton,” says 
Vinton Mayor Brad 
Grose. “The members 
of the department are 

often the main contact 
that people have with 
our town. The Special 
Programs staff does a 
wonderful job in rep-
resenting our town in 
a very positive manner. 
The department is al-
ways busy, but they take 
time to provide personal 
service for our special 
programs as well as pri-
vate personal events. We 
are very fortunate to 
have highly qualified, 
dedicated individuals 
in the Community Pro-

grams Department that 
take pride in represent-
ing the Town of Vin-
ton.”

The Town of Vinton 
and The Vinton Mes-
senger have united to 
“Spotlight the Town of 
Vinton Staff ” during 
their birthday months. 
The town is proud to 
have these employees on 
staff and wants the com-
munity to see who is be-
hind the scenes making 
the town look great and 
operate efficiently.

SPOTLIGHT ON TOWN OF VINTON STAFF

SUBMITTED PHOTO Dana Boyd

Since the Town of Vin-
ton and the Western Vir-
ginia Water Authority have 
agreed to a transfer of own-
ership of the town’s water 
and wastewater system from 
the town to the WVWA on 
July 1, many changes have 
been underway behind the 
scenes.

However, one major 
change will become evident 
to customers this month—
changes in billing proce-
dures. Customers now make 
their payments to the Town 
of Vinton once every two 
months. When the WVWA 
takes over, billing will be-
come monthly, and custom-
ers will make their payments 
to the WVWA.

In its most recent billing 
cycle, the town sent out no-
tices of the changes that will 
occur with the transfer of 
billing to the Authority.

Because of the timing of 
the transition of customer 
data to the Water Authority, 
the billing schedule is being 
altered between now and 

August. Th e customers will 
experience the following bill 
cycles:

In May, customers have 
received or will receive a bill 
for consumption since the 
last reading date in February. 
Th at bill is due on May 18, 
and payable to the Town of 
Vinton. (Th is covers utility 
service from the beginning 
of February to the beginning 
of April.)

In June, customers will 
receive a bill for consump-
tion since the last reading 
date in April. Th at bill is due 
June 18 and payable to the 
Town of Vinton. (Th is cov-
ers utility service from the 
beginning of April to the 
middle of May.)

However, in July, custom-
ers will be mailed a bill for 
approximately one month 
of service. Th at bill will be 
due on July 25 and will be 
payable to the Western Vir-
ginia Water Authority. (Th is 
will cover utility services 
from the middle of May to 
the third week of June.)

Moving forward, cus-
tomers will receive regular 

Sale of Vinton water system to WVWA brings changes to utility bills

MONTHLY bills from the 
Water Authority.

Th e Water Authority will 
remit the proceeds of that 
third bill back to the Town 
since the usage occurred 
prior to July 1. 

According to Vinton As-
sistant Town Manager Cody 
Sexton, the bill insert in the 
May utility bills explains 
these upcoming cycles. He 
also notes that “even though 
there is an extra billing cycle, 
we are only billing for the 
service used. Th is is not a 
double bill.”

In the “Message” section 

of the bill due on May 18, 
customers will see a note 
that “If you paid a deposit 
on your utility account, it 
has been applied to your ac-
count.”

According to Sexton, 
that statement applies to 
residents who have become 
customers since 2011 when 
$100 deposits began being 
required for opening new 
utility system accounts. 

“Th e deposits were ap-
plied to the people who 
paid them,” Sexton says. 
“We did not start taking de-
posits until fall of 2011, so 

only people who began ser-
vice after then will have re-
ceived the deposit refund.”

If you are one of those 
customers who made the 
$100 deposit, that deposit 
was applied to your account 
with the most recent bill.

Sexton says the reason 
for applying the deposit to 
the bill is “to help mitigate 
having to issue a large num-
ber of deposit refunds after 
July 1st. 

Th ese refunds will 
greatly reduce or even fully 
eliminate the amount due 
this billing cycle for those 

selected individuals and 
possibly carry into the next 
billing cycle.

“Th is will have the added 
benefi t of providing some 
relief to the customers in 
real time when tax bills and 
other expenses may be hit-
ting,” Sexton added.

If you have any questions 
about billing, call the town 
at 540-983-0608. More 
details are available about 
the transfer of the utility 
system from the town to 
the WVWA by visiting the 
town’s website at www.vin-
tonva.gov. 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

formed a one-hour concert 
in what is the dining room 
at the museum. With tight 
quarters at the museum, the 
audience took seats in the 
dining room, the adjacent 
kitchen, offi  ce, and hallway. 
Some stood.

Th e original plan was 
to play on the front porch 
or under the gazebo, but 
steady rain moved the mu-
sicians and their audience 
indoors.

Carla Fosbre, Earl and 
Ronda Vanover, Carla May-
hugh, Mary Beth Layman, 
Jesse and Cathie Shelor, and 
Gloria Howell shared their 
talents, some beautiful mu-
sic, some stories, and some 
details about their instru-
ments and dulcimer history 

during the performance.
Mayhugh said that she 

moved to the Roanoke area 
from Pennsylvania during 
the pandemic and assumed 
the chances of fi nding a 
dulcimer group to play with 
were slim to none but hap-
pened upon the Roanoke 
Valley Dulcimers group. 

Th e group got their start 
just across the street in the 
upstairs meeting room 
of the Roanoke County 
Vinton Branch Library in 
2015. With the pandemic 
they were forced to retreat 
from public practices and 
moved to Zoom. As re-
strictions have eased, they 
took up practicing at the 
Th rasher Memorial UMC 
picnic shelter and fi nally in 

April were able to return to 
the library.

Th ey performed for the 
Korean Church at Th rash-
er Memorial UMC in Feb-
ruary and now have more 
performances scheduled 
after the History Museum 
during the summer and 
fall.

Th e museum perfor-
mance featured old-time 
traditional Appalachian 
and Irish tunes, hymns, 
folk songs and more, in-
cluding the standard 
“Wildwood Flower.” Th ey 
included several rousing 
songs, but some that were 
poignant and reminiscent 
of the Civil War, such as 
“Soldier’s Joy,” and “Asho-
kan Farewell.” 

Roanoke Valley Dulcimers perform at History Museum
Th e Roanoke Valley 

Dulcimers defi nitely en-
hanced the atmosphere at 
the Vinton History Muse-

um on May 7. Eight of the 
10 regular members per-

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Roanoke Valley Dulcimers performed at the Vinton History Museum on May 
7. Shown left to right are: front, Ronda Vanover, Carla Fosbre, and Jesse Shelor; 
standing Earl Vanover, Cathie Shelor, Mary Beth Layman, Carla Mayhugh, and Gloria 
Howell.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers its own unique 
atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE!

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

LOOKING TO BUY USED CARS!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

selects its top fi ve.
 •Hunter Richards and 

Remi FiGart were recog-
nized as the 2022 B’Nai Brith 
Award school winners for 
William Byrd High School. 
Th e B’Nai Brith awards are 
given each year to a male and 
female winner from among 
19 schools in the Roanoke 
Valley. Th e awards are viewed 
locally as the area “Heis-
man trophy” of high school 
awards. Th e student-athletes 
are judged diff erently than 
most awards of this kind. Th e 
award is weighted 40 percent 
on athletic success, 40 percent 
on academic success and 20 
percent on community ser-
vice. Richards and FiGart will 
compete with the winners 
from the other 18 schools for 
the prestigious award.

 •Emilie McCaskill was 
recognized for completing 
her Associates Degree at Vir-
ginia Western Community 
College while completing her 
high school diploma.

 •Maddie Tuck and Land-
on Niday were honored as 
the 2022 Dog Pound leaders. 
Each year the Senior Class 
nominates and votes for two 
students to lead the award-
winning school-spirited, row-
dy, but fun, student spirit and 
cheering section known as the 

Dog Pound.  
Candidates for valedicto-

rian were announced at the 
banquet. Valedictorians have 
achieved a cumulative GPA 
of 4.0 or higher during their 
high school years. In recogni-
tion of that accomplishment, 
the students were presented 
with their Valedictorian 
Stole to be worn at gradua-
tion, their Valedictorian Cer-
tifi cate, an Honor Graduate 
gold tassel, and an Advanced 
Diploma pin.

Class of 2022 valedic-
torians include: Alexa Rae 
Aquino, Isabel Burnett, Gen-
try Carle, Emma Copen-
ing, Haley Day, Ross Divers, 
Haley Firebaugh, Riley Fire-
baugh, Emiliano Gonzalez, 
Ethan Hairston, Chloe Har-
rilla, Griffi  n Horacek, Mat-
thew Hoyos, Jocelyn Hunter, 
Carlee Hutchens, Micah Kik-
er, Devin Liu, Jaiden Lorton, 
Victoria Lovern, Emilie Mc-
Caskill, Wesley Nance, Land-
on Niday, Austin Nielsen, 
Timber Raines, Joshua Roop, 
Jaylen Rosser, Mya Rosser, 
Trevor Ruble, Daniel Sarver, 
Grace Saunders, William Say-
ers, Hunter Sipe, Ashlyn Sto-
ver, Hannah Sutton, Charles 
Trogdon, Jr., Madison Tuck, 
Lana Turner, Amber Vaughn, 
Cadence Wilkerson, and 

Kassidy Wrye.
Distinguished Honor 

Graduates with GPAs of 3.5 
or higher were also recog-
nized and presented with an 
Honor Graduate Gold Tassel. 
(Starred * names also received 
Advanced Studies Diploma 
pins.)

Distinguished Honor 
Graduates for 2022 in-
clude: *Sela Beatty, *Tyler 
Begasse, *Chayton Behrens, 
*Yulissa Bonilla Guacheta, 
*Mackenzie Browne, Bryson 
Crawford, *Emily Dalton, 
Bronwyn Fenimore, *Kait-
lyn Ferguson, *Remington 
FiGart, *Jade Fleitz, *Mack-
enzie Foley, *Peyton Fuchs, 
*Sarah Fuchs, Elisha Gayles, 
*Nevaeh Guenthner, *Abi-
gail Gunn, *Wills Halliwill, 
*Catherine Harless, *Jacob 
Hilliard, Kaiya Hoagland, 
*Keely Hoal, Sean Hoey, 
Anya Hunter, *Elsie Kincer, 
*Daniel Letz, *Brysen Lish, 
Amaris Markham, *Jayson 
Marvin, *Madeline Miller, 
*Robert Miller, *Anna Mil-
liron, Natalee Mills, *An-
nabelle Moore, *Hunter 
Muddiman, *Jenna Nicely, 
*Shivani Patel, Hunter Rich-
ards, *Matthew Scavelli, 
*Natalie Schneider, *Sa-
mantha Shrader, Damien 
Chaos’Smith, Faith Smith, 

Greta Walls, *Verity Watkins, 
*Victoria Watts, *Travis West, 
*Claire Wray, and *Cross 
Yonce.

BETA Club members 
were recognized at the hon-
ors ceremony. BETA Club is 
a national honor and service 
organization that has been a 
part of William Byrd since 
1960. Students with a 3.75 
GPA at the end of their ju-
nior year are invited to join. If 
a student decides to become 
a member, they participate 
in volunteer activities in the 
school and in the commu-
nity. 

BETA Club members in 
the Class of 2022 received 
BETA Club pins; those who 
completed 10 hours of vol-
unteer service also received 
a BETA cord to wear at 
graduation and are indicated 
with an * before their names:  
*Alexa Rae Aquino, *Tyler 
Begasse,*Isabel Burnett, Gen-
try Carle, *Emma Copening, 
*Emily Dalton,  Haley Day, 
*Ross Divers, *Bronwyn Fen-
imore, *Remi FiGart, *Haley 
Firebaugh, *Riley Firebaugh, 
*Jade Fleitz, *Emiliano Gon-
zalez, *Ethan Hairston, *Wills 
Halliwill, *Catherine Har-
less, *Chloe Harrilla, *Kaiya 

elected by the faculty, and 
awarded to the senior who 
best exemplifi es the qualities 
of integrity, loyalty, courage 
of character, and who serves 
as a model for everyone,” said 
Newcomb. “Th is person val-
ues education as well as the 
traditions of the school.”  

 •Five students were 
awarded the Blue Ridge Dis-
trict Academic Awards for 
having the highest GPA and 
the most awarded school let-
ters: Riley Firebaugh, Haley 
Day, Trevor Ruble, Emilie 
McCaskill, and Emma Co-
pening. Each high school 

Proud is an 
understatement!  My 
daughter, Abbie Bell Lewis, 
graduated from Roanoke 
College with a Bachelor of 
Science – Sports Marketing 
Degree on Saturday. It was 
a wet, miserable day, but 
I would sit through any 
weather to watch her walk 
across that stage. Th ose 
joining us for the soggy day 
were Drake and Hannah 
Lewis, David Lewis and 
Guinn Nexsen (Myrtle 
Beach), Valerie, Kyle, 
Chase and Cade Hendricks 
(Richmond) Suzanne 
and Jim Bell and Greg 
Boitnott.  Later that day we 
celebrated with even more 
family and friends! Th ank 
you all so much who joined 
up. Pictured with Abbie (at 
right) are two of her dear 
friends that also graduated 
on Saturday, Devon Lee 
and Sydney Swift. 

Another proud moment 
– cousin Hallie Chewning 
graduated summa cum 
laude from Liberty 
University with a B.Ed in 
Elementary Education. She 
received the Dr. Karen L. 
Parker Award for displaying 
excellence in education, 
Christian testimony, 
organization, and work 
ethic. She was also 
awarded the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Virginia Scholars 
Award for meeting the 
criteria set forth for a key 
woman educator. Th is 
fall, she will be teaching 
fi fth grade reading and 
social studies in Roanoke 
County at Burlington 

Elementary School. Hallie 
is the daughter of Tim 
and Teresa Chewning 
and sister to Hannah!  
Congrats! 

I know a wonderful 
Vinton family in need 
of some help! Th ey are 
looking to hire an RN 
or LPN to work in their 
home in Vinton to take 
care of their son Logan. 
Day shift 7 a.m.- 7 p.m.; 
night shift, 7 p.m.-7 a.m. 
Both positions are needed. 
Hours can be tweaked, the 
hours to eight hour shifts 
if needed but preferably 
someone that can do 12.

Logan is paralyzed 
from the neck down and 
is ventilator dependent. 
Th ey are desperately 
trying to fi nd a caring, 
dependable nurse. For 
more information, please 
contact Care N Home 
owner Anne Hogan.

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS
Angie

Chewning
Filling in for Bootie

At its last meeting the 
Mount Pleasant Lions Club 
presented Lion Robert Stutes 
with a 15-year chevron that 
had been awarded by Lions 
Clubs International. Stutes has 
for several years honchoed the 
club’s Peace Poster Contest. Th e 
contest, for middle school age 
students, is an opportunity for 
kids to develop their artistic 
skills by graphically imagining 
and drawing a poster based on 
a theme given by Lions Inter-
national. Monetary awards and 
a pizza dinner by the club and 
possible scholarships from the 
State Lions hierarchy are the 

incentives for the young artists 
to work hard on their creations.

Th e following ongoing proj-
ects were noted: 

• Lions Anne Ferguson, 
Tommy Moore and Janet West 
reported that they had com-
pleted May’s packing of 56 bags 
for the Garden City Elementary 
School Pack-a-Snack program 

• Lion Kenny Price volun-
teered to take a bag of 50, kids-
size socks to both Stewartsville 
and Goodview Elementary 
Schools 

• Th e fi rst 2022 maintenance 
work session at the historic Ke-
fauver Cemetery was complet-

ed with two large bags of trash 
collected and the grass around 
the concrete enclosure being 
trimmed

Plans were then reviewed for 
the annual Smith Mountain 
Lake picnic on May 22, where 
District Governor Eric Mills, of 
the Vinton Breakfast Club, will 
install the incoming offi  cers. 
Th is is one of the highlights for 
club members each year. Final-
ly, an initial discussion was held 
about holding a Mount Pleas-
ant neighborhood National 
Night Out. 

By Lion Mike Ferguson

Mount Pleasant Lions Club tidbits

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Lion Robert Shutes was honored for his service to the Mount Pleasant 
Lions Club with a 15-year chevron from Lions Club International. He 
is shown with Mount Pleasant Lions Club President Anne Ferguson. 

See Honors, page 5

Honors from page 1
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

2022 WBHS English Department Award winner Daniel 
Letz

WBHS Choir Department Award winner for 2022 Anya 
Hunter

WBHS 2022 Drama Department Award Winner Victoria 
Lovern

WBHS 2022 Business and Math Departments Award 
winner Hannah Sutton

Technology Department Award winner for 2022 Austin 
Nielsen

Marketing Department Award Winner for 2022 Micah 
Kiker

Social Studies and Science Departments Award winner 
for 2022 Grace Saunders

Family and Consumer Sciences Department Award 
winner for 2022 Bryson Crawford

Top Terrier for 2022 Chloe Harrilla

William Byrd B’Nai Brith school winners for 2022 
Hunter Richards and Remi FiGart. Richards also won 
the Department Award for Physical Education.

Blue Ridge Distrrict Academic Award winners for 2022 (left to right): Haley Day, Emma Copening, Trevor Ruble, 
Riley Firebaugh, and Emilie McCaskill.

Yearbook Department Award winner for 2022 Kassidy 
Wrye

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Dog Pound leaders for 2022 Landon Niday and Madison 
Tuck

Hoagland, *Keely Hoal, *Sean 
Hoey, *Griffi  n Horacek, *Mat-
thew Hoyos, *Jocelyn Hunter, 
*Carlee Hutchens, *Micah 
Kiker, *Brysen Lish, *Devin 
Liu, *Jaiden Lorton, *Victoria 
Lovern, *Amaris Markham, 
*Jayson Marvin, *Emilie Mc-
Caskill, *Madeline Miller, 
*Robert Miller, *Hunter Mud-
diman, *Wesley Nance, *Jenna 
Nicely, *Landon Niday, *Aus-
tin Nielsen, *Timber Raines, 
*Joshua Roop, *Jaylen Rosser, 
*Mya Rosser, *Trevor Ruble, 
*Daniel Sarver, *Grace Saun-
ders, *William Sayers, *Natalie 
Schneider, *Samantha Shrader, 
*Hunter Sipe, *Ashlyn Sto-
ver, *Hannah Sutton, Charles 
Trogdon, Jr., *Madison Tuck, 
*Victoria Watts, *Cadence 
Wilkerson, and *Kassidy 
Wrye.

Th e Best All Around Male 
and Female awards were pre-
sented at the end of the eve-
ning. Each year the awards are 
presented by members repre-
senting organizations active in 
the community—  the Break-
fast Lions Club of Vinton and 
the GFWC Woman’s Club of 
Vinton. Winners were award-
ed a $250 scholarship.

Vicki Newburn from the 
Vinton Woman’s Club pre-
sented the Best All Around 
Female award to Emilie Mc-
Caskill.

“Th is young lady has been 
quite busy during her high 
school years,” Newburn said. 
“During her senior year, she 
stepped up to serve as the SCA 
President and became a mem-
ber of the BETA Club. Other 
highlights of her four years 
include: Leo Club (11th-12th 
grades), hosting two French 
Exchange students in Octo-
ber 2019 and going to France 
for Foreign Exchange in July 
2021. Being fl uent in French 
made this experience truly 
memorable.

“Emilie has been a member 
of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes since freshman year. 
She played on the varsity girls 
basketball team serving as 
team captain. She received ac-
colades for being the leading 
scorer in 10th and 12th grades. 
She was recognized for being 
a 1,000-point scorer. She was 
also 1st Team All-District. On 
the varsity tennis team, she had 
the most singles wins and the 
highest GPA on the team.

“Emilie is a hard-working 
and determined young wom-
an who loves to lead in organi-
zations, sports, and her church. 
She served as a student intern 
at Vinton Baptist Church. 
From 10th-12th grades she 
served on the Vinton Baptist 
Student Leadership Commit-
tee; she worked in Vacation 
Bible School, and she sings in 
the Vinton Baptist Choir.

“She volunteered for Feed-
ing Southwest Virginia from 
April through July 2020, 
working on the Café to Grow 
Truck, providing food to im-
poverished neighborhoods 
in Roanoke at the most criti-
cal time during COVID, so I 
know her 70 plus hours were 
appreciated.

“Th is goal-oriented student 
has accomplished all of this, 
and she has held a part-time 

job at Kroger since the sum-
mer of 2020. She is orga-
nized, manages her time well, 
and always serves as a team 
leader.”

Chris McCarty from the 
Vinton Breakfast Lions Club 
and Lions Zone 1 Chair-
man presented the Best All 
Around Male Award to 
Emiliano Gonzalez.

“In 2020 the Vinton Host 
Lions Club merged with the 
Vinton Breakfast Lions Club 
and I am happy to continue 
the tradition they started 
in presenting the Best All 
Around Male Award,” said 
McCarty.

He described Emiliano 
as well-rounded. He has 
played in the band for six 
years, including three years in 
Marching Band, three years 
in Jazz Band, and three years 
in Concert and Symphonic 
Band. He’s also an athlete, 
playing travel soccer for four 
years and high school soccer 
for three years.

He is involved in the 
community by being a Boy 
Scout with highlights includ-
ing being a Patrol Leader 
and a Senior Patrol Leader 
with Troop 210. He has also 
reached the ultimate goal in 
Scouting by becoming an 
Eagle Scout. He was named 
District Eagle Scout of the 
Year for 2022.

He has been involved with 
the Science Fair for three 
years, winning fi rst place in 
the county and second place 
in Regionals as a freshman 
and sophomore, and then 
Honorable Mention after 
advancing to the state fair as 
a junior.

His GPA is 4.00 un-
weighted and 4.32 weighted: 
he is ranked number one in 
his class. He plans to attend 
Georgia Tech and major in 
Materials Science Engineer-
ing, Entrepreneurship.

Emiliano also attends the 
Burton Center for Arts and 
Technology (BCAT) where 
his team was named as a Na-
tional REACH Challenge 
Semi-Finalist. He has been 
co-captain of the Academics 
Team for two years.

Each Distinguished Hon-
or Graduate was asked to 
create a “Senior Board” with 
their pictures and accom-
plishments, which were then 
displayed in the gym.

Th e 2022 Senior Honors 
Banquet was organized and 
facilitated by Senior Spon-
sor Hannah Blais, assisted by 
faculty members Sherri Mays 
and Krista Martin. Th e meal 
was catered by Sal’s with cup-
cakes from Cupcake Katie.

Honors from page 4
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Vinton Palooza scheduled for May 14 
Th e Vinton Area Chamber of 

Commerce has come up with a 
new event for 2022—the Vinton 
Palooza—scheduled for Saturday, 
May 14, from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 
the Vinton War Memorial.

Vinton Palooza features music 
from two great bands– the Jared 
Stout Band and Th e Kings. Ad-
mission is $10. Tickets are avail-
able only at the gate. Kids under 
12 are free.

Th ere will also be yard games, 

an adult beverage garden spon-
sored by Blue Ridge Beverage, 
food vendors Lazy Days BBQ 
and Charlie Tropical, and craft 
vendors, including Sports Haven, 
Inc., MemberOne, Nyxwocket-
Shop, Faith Greene, Susan Beall, 
United Healthcare, Pampered 
Chef, Cristal’s Inoque Collection, 
Joann Clemmer, and Nishi Food 
Mart #8.

Sponsors include MemberOne 
Federal Credit Union, Oakey’s, 

Coastal Insurance Planning, PFG, 
Mountain View Real Estate, Fox 
Radio 910, ServPro, Winters Stor-
age, Bank of Botetourt, the Vin-
ton War Memorial, Blue Ridge 
Beverage, Greenway Boothe Real 
Estate Team, Roanoke County, 
HomeTrust Bank, the Town of 
Vinton, Food Lion, Th e Vinton 
Messenger, Farmburguesa, Vertex 
Signs, Magnets USA, Cox Com-
munications, Carilion Clinic, and 
Mayor Brad Grose.

Muddiman wins 
EventZone Art 
Scholarship

Th e EventZone has an-
nounced the winner of its 
annual $1,000 Scholar-
ship for the Arts– Hunt-
er Muddiman, a senior 
at William Byrd High 
School and BCAT.

He plans to attend the 
Savannah College of Art 
and Design this fall. He 
has been an artist since 

childhood and has re-
ceived many state recog-
nitions for his artwork.

Muddiman plans to 
pursue a career as an 
artist with Walt Disney 
Imagineering in the fu-
ture.

“Good luck with your 
art, Hunter!” is the mes-
sage from the EventZone.

PHOTO  COURTESY OF PRESTIGE STUDIO/LIFETOUCH
EventZone art scholarship winner Hunter Muddiman 

istrators, teachers, par-
ents, and community 
members.

“Several Foundation 
Board members served 
on the selection com-
mittee and watched 
every video from our 
finalists.  I can tell you 
that the selection pro-
cess was extremely diffi-
cult, and the committee 
was very impressed with 
every one of our final-
ists,” Frampton said.

The Roanoke County 
Education Foundation 
was initially formed 
to help young people 
in Roanoke County 
Schools meet some of 
their educational and 
personal goals. The 
Foundation provides 
student scholarships for 
graduating seniors, but 

also provides teacher 
grants for innovative 
classroom projects and 
financial support for 
educational projects 
and programs—and 
they sponsor the Gold-
en Apple Awards recog-
nition program.

Dr. Nicely thanked 
the Foundation and 
their volunteers not 
only for sponsoring the 
Golden Apple Awards, 
but for their fundrais-
ing efforts through the 
annual Back Pack Run 
and the Golf Tourna-
ment. He also thanked 
the School Board for 
their annual donation 
of $10,000 to the Edu-
cation Foundation and 
their ongoing support 
of the Foundation’s pro-
grams.

Awards from page 1

Vinton Police greet the public at ‘Pizza with the Police’
On April 28, the Vin-

ton Police Department, 
along with the Vinton 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce, hosted its second 
community outreach 
event, this one at New 
York Pizza.

“Th e coordination of 
Sgt. Michael Caldwell and 
the Vinton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce staff  
made this event possible at 
one of our long-standing 
Town of Vinton restau-
rants, New York Pizza,” 
said Police Chief Fabricio 
Drumond. “Th e event was 
another opportunity for 
community members to 
have lunch with their com-
munity servants or ‘pizza 
with the police.’ New York 
Pizza graciously created a 
special lunch pricing spe-
cifi cally for the event. Like 
any other event, this was 
an open invitation to all 
those in our community 
who wanted to attend.

“In attendance from the 
Town of Vinton were our 
elected body, the Town 
of Vinton administrative 

staff , and local business 
owners and partners,” 
Drumond said. “During 
the entire event, the desig-
nated dining room section 
remained full of guests. 
Th ere, offi  cers could lunch 
alongside Town of Vinton 
residents and the afore-
mentioned members.

“Like our own family 
dining table, the ability 
to eat with one another 
always facilitates open 
dialogue and provides 
the perfect opportunity 
to share ideas that genu-
inely foster meaningful 
conversations,” Drumond 
continued. “Many in our 
community are pleased 
with the initiative and the 
opportunity to connect 
with their police offi  cers. 
Similar to notable events 
such as Coff ee with a Cop 
(CwC), this event removed 
the offi  cer from their tra-
ditional community role 
and introduced a casual 
atmosphere for both resi-
dents and offi  cers to get to 
know one another and talk 
about anything important 

to the individual resident.
“Th is type of connec-

tion is invaluable to the 
offi  cers,” Drumond add-
ed. “Each event allows us 
to learn a lot about com-
munity needs and how the 
community perceives us 
and feels about the level 
of service we provide. Our 
goal will always be to con-
tinue to strengthen rela-
tionships and continue to 
give an opportunity to al-
low residents to meet their 
public servants and share 
their thoughts with us. Af-
ter all, it is only through a 
collaborative eff ort that we 
can be successful in main-
taining public safety for 
our community.”

Vinton Town Council 
member Laurie Mullins 
commented, “I think this 
was a great event. I really 
like and admire how Chief 
Drumond is involving the 
community. Being visible 
is important, especially in 
a small town like ours.”

Th e location of a third 
outreach event will be an-
nounced soon.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Vinton Police Department and the Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce held their 
second community outreach initiative on April 28, this time at New York Pizza in 
Vinton. Shown are Capl. Brandon Alterio and Jason Boothe, president of the Vinton 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Submit your community news and photos to 
vintonmessenger@ourvalley.org.
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Pastor B. Failes at 
Th rasher Memorial United 
Methodist Church in Vin-
ton will be retiring in June 
after 38 years of ministry. 
He is known as a great sto-
ryteller and is using his last 
few sermons to share the 
stories of his ministry.

Here are some excerpts 
from his May 8 sermon – 
“We Want Children.”

In my very fi rst appoint-
ment as a pastor, I had two 
churches, one at 9 a.m. and 
one at 11. I would go from 
one to the other; sometimes 
I had to speed a little, but I 
never got a speeding ticket. 
It was a little country road, 
back off  the beaten path, so 
there wasn’t a lot of police 
traffi  c on the road.

When I met with the 
Church Council for the 
very fi rst time, I asked, 
“What is it that you want 
me to do for you while 
I am pastor? And they 
gave a very simple answer. 
Th ey said, “We would like 
to have children in the 
church.” 

Now the church was full 
of youth; we had a great 
youth group. We took trips 
here and there. We went to 
Atlanta on a mission trip. 
We went to Toronto.

But they wanted chil-
dren. Th e youngest per-
son in the church was 11, 
which means that for 11 
years the nursery had been 
darkened.

At the fi rst Church 
Council meeting we 
prayed for God to send us 
children, at a picnic, every 
time that we had had an 
opportunity, I would say, 
“Please God, send chil-
dren” and God was good. 

We had a family come 
with four kids—who were 
like angels. When they left 
the mother told me she was 
so embarrassed—they were 
so unruly. She said, “I don’t 
think we can come back if 
we’re going to be the only 
kids here–maybe when you 
get more kids.” 

Another family came 
with three children. Th ey 
said, “We want a church 
where our kids don’t stick 
out and aren’t singled out.”

We kept on praying and 
every time we would gath-
er we would pray that God 
would send us children.

Th e parsonage had a 
big “Methodist Parson-
age” sign identifying it as 
a help for every person go-
ing down the road. So any-
time of the day or night we 
would hear our doorbell 
ring.

One night Jan and I 
sat down for dinner and 
the doorbell rang. When 
we went to the door, there 
stood a woman– tall, with 
long dark hair– Sharon. 
She had in her arms a small 
child that was probably 
1; standing just off  to her 
left was another. Standing 
right underneath her arm 
was a young girl whose 
head almost touched the 
feet of the baby. I thought 
Sharon looked pregnant.

She was on her way to 
family in Texas. She drove 
a car pulling a small trail-
er and needed a place to 
stay overnight. Th e camp-
ground she stopped at 
asked more than she could 
pay. “Can you help?” she 
asked.

I called the other camp-
ground in town, who had 

a spot for $10 a night. We 
got them settled; Sharon 
said, “I’ll see you at church 
in the morning.” Th ey al-
ways say that. I didn’t ex-
pect to see her.

Right before services, 
Sharon and her children 
walked in, down to the 
front, and sat in almost the 
front seats. Her little boy 
Ben—cute as a button—
wore bells on his shoes 
that rang when he walked. 
He was sort of hyperactive 
and I think that’s one of 
the ways she kept up with 
him. He had a little pink 
bunny—almost brown 
from being drug through 
dirt and mud. During the 
service he ran the bunny 
up and down the top of the 
pew. All I could see was the 
bunny.

At the end of the service, 
I asked about her plans. 
She didn’t think she could 
make it to Texas before the 
baby was born, so we went 
over to the campground, 
talked to the owner, and 
secured a monthly rental.

I asked Sharon, “How 
was church this morning?” 
She said it was great but the 
lady behind her asked her 
never to come back. She 
said we really don’t want 
your kind of people in our 
church and pointed out 
that her hair was so long 
and so dirty that she had 
stained the pew with the 
oils from her hair. I knew 
who it was, so later that 
week I went by to see her. 
“Is it true that you asked 
her never to come back?”  
She said, “Yep, we don’t 
want that kind of people in 
our church.”

I said, “You realize we’ve 
been praying for children 
every Sunday and then 

we have children, and you 
don’t want them?”

She said, “I don’t want 
those children.”

“Maybe we don’t want 
you”– it came out of my 
mouth before I thought. 
I was young and bold and 
brash. She never came back 
to church while I was pas-
tor. She was the second 
largest giver in that con-
gregation. A lot of people 
were angry with me. I said 
I didn’t tell her not to come 
back; I said if I had to 
choose between the two, I 
knew who I would choose. 

Sharon had her baby. 
About three or four weeks 
after, we had a baptism 
service; it was the fi rst 
baptism service they had 
in that church in over 11 
years. We baptized all four 
kids and Sharon herself.

I went to the family who 
had been the fi rst to visit 
with the four kids and said, 
“Hey, we’ve got kids now.” 
Th ey came to church; they 
called their friends and said 
“Hey, let’s go.”

Several moms came 
to me one day and said, 
“You know, no kids have 
been in the nursery for 11 
years, have you been down 
there?” Toys were outdated 
and dirty. Th e cribs were 
not fi t for kids to lay in; 
they wanted to redo the 
whole room. 

I called the chair of the 
trustees and said, “Th ey’re 
going to paint the room, 
re-carpet the room, buy all 
new cribs toys, and it’s not 
going to cost the church a 
dime.”

He just asked, “What 
color are they going to 
paint it?” I told him as far 
as I knew it would be the 
only color that we use– 

United Methodist Nurs-
ery color. It was beautiful 
when they got done and 
fi lled with kids.

(Th e summer after I left, 
36 children under the age 
of 12 were sent to summer 
camp from a church that 
averaged just over 60 in at-
tendance.)

One Sunday, Sharon 
wasn’t in church. I stopped 
by the campground to 
check on her. When I 
pulled in, I noticed the 
empty spot where her trail-
er usually was. I went to the 
owner, and he said “She left 
this week; she mentioned 
something about Texas.” 
I’ve never heard from her 
again; I’ve never seen her; I 
do not even remember her 
last name anymore.

Maybe she was an angel. 
She was indeed a gift from 
God. We prayed for chil-
dren and children came. 
God hears our prayers. 

Th e church prayed hard 
for kids; we prayed ev-
ery time we got together; 
we prayed every time we 
met; we prayed every time 
we had a fun event; we 
prayed at every meeting; 
we prayed everywhere, that 
God would send us chil-
dren.

So, what are you pray-
ing for today? Because God 
will hear your prayers. But 
God works in God’s time.

I’m not a patient person. 
I’m one of those people 
who likes things now. I 
have learned over the past 
few years that the best way 
for me to get what I want 
for Christmas is go ahead 
and buy it and wrap it and 
put it under the tree and 
say it’s from Jan. She’s done 
an excellent job shopping 
for me to last two years be-

cause if I want something, I 
want it, and I want it now. 

God delivers but on 
God’s time. We don’t know 
how long the Israelites 
were in Egypt, but gen-
erations of Israelites cried 
out for deliverance before 
Moses was raised up; they 
cried out for the promised 
land, but it took them 40 
years to get there. 

So, keep praying for 
what you want and expect 
God to act—when God’s 
ready to act. Know that 
it will be coming in some 
way, shape, or form, but 
it might not be at all what 
you want.

Th e church prayed 
for children, but in their 
mind’s eye they had envi-
sioned nice little children 
who would sit in the pews 
and never fl inch or wiggle 
or squirm; they would nev-
er look at their cell phones.

God will give you what 
you want, but it may not 
be what you envision, but 
what God envisions. 

Sometimes God puts 
people in your path that 
change everything. Th ey 
change the way you see 
the world; they change the 
way you see yourself; they 
change the way you see 
God. 

Sharon changed that 
church forever. She was 
there for about four 
months and the church 
was never the same after-
wards–even to this day; 
she left a mark on it, on its 
people, and on me.

People sometimes come 
into your life for a mo-
ment and then they are 
gone. Sometimes they are 
angels; sometimes they are 
pilgrims; sometimes they 
are pastors.

We Want Children

From the Pulpit

Mandatory 10-digit dialing begins May 14 
Mandatory 10-digit dialing 

(3-digit area code + the 7-digit 
telephone number) begins May 
14 for Virginians living in the 
540 area code region.

Local calls made with just sev-
en digits will not be connected. 

Th is is the second step in a 
June 2020 relief plan approved 
by the State Corporation Com-
mission (SCC) to phase in the 

new 826 area code. Permissive 
10-digit dialing for the 540 area 
code region began November 
13, 2021.

Th e 540 area code encom-
passes the northwestern and 
southwestern portions of Vir-
ginia; some of the larger cities 
include Blacksburg, Christians-
burg, Culpeper, Fredericksburg, 
Front Royal, Harrisonburg, 

Radford, Roanoke, Salem, 
Staunton, Waynesboro and 
Winchester.

In the coming months, the 
inventory of available phone 
numbers with “540” as the area 
code is expected to run out. 

Th e SCC approved an over-
lay, which is the addition of 
another area code (826) to the 
same geographic region served 

by an existing area code (540). 
Beginning June 14, 2022, new 
telephone lines or services may 
be assigned numbers using the 
new 826 area code.

Th e good news: residents 
and businesses that already have 
phone numbers will get to keep 
them. No one’s 540 phone num-
ber will change.

Alarm, security, and elevator 

services and equipment current-
ly located in the 540 area code 
and programmed to dial only 
seven digits must be updated or 
reprogrammed to dial the area 
code + telephone number for all 
calls in the 540 area code.

For more information on 
this topic, visit: scc.virginia.gov/
pages/540-Area-Code-Exhaust-
Relief.

BBB honors 13 Virginia high school 
seniors as Students of Integrity

Better Business Bureau (BBB) 
Serving Western Virginia honored 13 
area high school seniors at the 19th 
Annual Students of Integrity Schol-
arship Awards Dinner held on April 
27 in Roanoke, including Emiliano 
Gonzalez, a student at William Byrd 
High School. Gonzalez plans to at-
tend Georgia Tech in the fall and ma-
jor in materials science engineering.

Each student was awarded a 
$1,500 scholarship at the event that 
recognizes students for demonstrat-
ing ethics through leadership, com-
munity service, and overall personal 

integrity.
Since the program’s inception 

in 2003, BBB has received more 
than 2,400 scholarship applications 
from over 150 schools and awarded 
$227,000 in scholarships to 243 de-
serving students throughout Western 
Virginia. 

Th e BBB Student of Integrity 
Scholarship Awards Program recog-
nizes students that share a common 
truth: everything that they say and 
do represents a choice, and their de-
cisions help to determine the shape 
of their lives. 

Each year, a total of 150 pub-
lic and private high schools, as well 
as home schools, within the BBB 
32-county service area are invited 
to participate by selecting their own 
Students of Integrity to submit en-
tries to the BBB.

Th e 2022 BBB Student of Integ-
rity Scholarship Program has been 
sponsored by area businesses that are 
eager to acknowledge the character, 
integrity, and ethical behavior of 
these future leaders. To see a full list 
of sponsors, visit https://www.bbb.
org/local/0613/scholarship.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PRESTIGE STUDIO/LIFETOUCH
 Emiliano Gonzalez

Carilion Clinic’s IRONMAN 
70.3 “Ride the Ridge Race” is 
back this year on June 5. 

Once again, there will be 
some road closures in and 
around the Vinton area that day 
as the bike portion of the race 
comes through town.

Th e route follows Washing-
ton Avenue/Rt. 24 from the 
Blue Ridge Parkway, to a left on 
South Pollard Street, a right on 
Lee Avenue, and a left on Wal-
nut Avenue to the town limits 
and continues into Roanoke 
City. 

Road closures and traffi  c de-
tours are expected to be in place 
between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, June 5 including:

• Washington Avenue/Gus 
Nicks Blvd.—closed between 
Bypass Road and King Street

• Poplar Street—closed from 
Madison Avenue to Jackson Av-
enue

• Maple Street—closed from 

Madison Avenue to Jackson Av-
enue

• Lee Avenue—closed from 
Maple Street tao Railroad Av-
enue

• Railroad Avenue—closed 
from Lee Avenue to 1st Street

• Walnut Avenue—closed 
from Railroad Avenue to 8th 
Street

• 1st Street—closed from 
Cleveland Avenue to Walnut 
Avenue

• 2nd Street—closed from 
Cleveland Avenue to Walnut 
Avenue

Th e Town of Vinton asks 
citizens to take note of the route 
and plan accordingly.

IRONMAN 70.3 kicks off  at 
Carvins Cove Reservoir at 6:30 
a.m. with a 1.2-mile swim. Th e 
swimming segment opens with a 
rolling start where athletes self-
seed based on anticipated total 
swim time.

Once out of the water, athletes 

will take on the 56-mile bike 
course from Carvins Cove into 
Botetourt County towards the 
Town of Buchanan, an epic fi ve-
mile climb on Route 43 to the 
Blue Ridge Parkway entrance for 
a 21-mile ride along closed roads 
to the Town of Vinton at Route 

24. Th e bike section of the race 
then continues into Roanoke 
City to River’s Edge Park.

Th e fi nal segment of the 
IRONMAN 70.3 is a 13.1-mile 
run along the Roanoke River 
Greenway following the Roa-
noke River back to River’s Edge 

Park.
Organizers are expecting the 

fi rst fi nisher at around 10:20 
a.m.

Participants are expected to 
complete the entire 70.3-mile 
route in 8 hours and 30 min-
utes. 

IRONMAN 70.3 returns to Roanoke and Vinton

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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James ‘Hoolie’ Childress from page 1

VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Ja-
son Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is lo-
cated at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 
1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 

School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@veri-
zon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 

7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 
9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

ON GUARD 
Read 1 Chronicles 7:1 through 9:44

It was a great privilege and honor to be one of the men chosen to 
be gatekeepers at the entrance to God’s house. Even more awesome
was the responsibility of four principal gatekeepers who guarded 
the rooms and the treasuries.

They would spend the night stationed around the house of God, 
because they had to guard it; and they had charge of the key for 
opening it each morning (1 Chronicles 9:27).

No doubt some nights must have felt especially long, but falling 
asleep while on duty was not an option. The gatekeepers needed to
remain alert to any sound or movement that might indicate the 
treasures they guarded were in danger. 

Today many churches install electronic security systems, although 
they probably rely on a person to make sure all the windows and 
doors are locked each night. But when it comes to guarding that 
which is most important—our children and youth—nothing can 
replace the prayers of parents and the church family.

Challenge for Today: Ask the Lord for the name of a young person 
He wants you to safeguard with prayer.

Quicklook: 1 Chronicles 9:22–27

ers in the United States in 
one magazine at the time 
and was nominated for 
the prestigious B’nai B’rith 
award given to outstand-
ing senior student athletes 
at area high schools based 
on athletics, scholarship, 
and personal life.

“James had great ath-
leticism in all sports,” said 
Coach Steve Lonker, who 
was in his beginning years 
as head football coach at 
WBHS when Childress 
attended. “He had the 
ability to anticipate plays 
and the fl ow of the game 
so that he could position 
himself to be in the action. 
He could change gears 
during a play.”

Childress played end 
on defense, split end on 
off ense; he kicked off  and 
kicked extra points.

“He could take two 
steps and kick the ball 60 
yards into the end zone,” 
said Lonker. “He could 
throw the ball 60 or 70 
yards but declined to play 
quarterback because of a 
bad knee. He could shore 
up a whole line on defense. 
He could have played any 
position on the team.

“He was very low-key,” 
said Lonker. “He didn’t 
show it if he got upset; he 
managed his emotions to 
his advantage. He was also 
a hard worker.”

A sports article in Th e 
Vinton Messenger that fall 
of 1966, describes Chil-
dress’s “brilliant play” in 
action in football against 
Roanoke Catholic.

“Childress booted 

the extra point to give 
Byrd a 19-6 advantage. 
Only minutes later, Chil-
dress—who plays both of-
fense and defense equally 
well—to Coach Steve 
Lonker’s delight—bat-
ted a Dan McKeever pass 
into the air, caught it on 
the Celtic 10, and literally 
walked into the end zone 
for Byrd’s fi nal touch-
down.”

Childress grew up in 
Vinton, the third child of 
James Warren Childress 
Sr. and Virginia Mae Chil-
dress, with six sisters and 
one brother. He attended 
Craig Avenue Elemen-
tary School, Carver High 
School in Salem, and then 
graduated from William 
Byrd.

In the days before in-
tegration, Childress and 
other Black students in 
Vinton attended school 
at G.W. Carver, with a 
long bus ride to and from 
school, especially with af-
ter school sports practices.

“We left home in the 
dark, and came home in 
the dark,” said Childress.

G.W. Carver was dis-
solved as a high school in 
1966 with integration and 
Childress transferred to 
William Byrd for his se-
nior year.

Childress was one of 
only seven Black students 
in his class at the time. His 
athletic reputation preced-
ed him and his head coach 
from Carver, Roland 
Malone, made the transi-
tion with him, appointed 
assistant coach at WBHS. 

Malone eventually be-
came the fi rst Black head 
basketball coach at a pre-
dominantly white school 
(WBHS) in the Roanoke 
Valley.

A Vinton Messenger 
article from the 1967 
basketball season entitled 
“Childress leads Wm. Byrd 
Terriers on Round Ball 
Rampage, Four Straight,” 
noted that Childress had 
scoring totals of 31, 32, 
and 33 points in the fi rst 
three games of the season 
and ended game four with 
38 points.

“With the kind of bas-
ketball he’s playing this 
early in the winter, Chil-
dress stands a good chance 
of setting some sort of 
scoring record that may 
stay on the books for a 
long time in the future,” 
was the understatement 
made by the sports writer.

Th e caption next to his 
photograph in the year-
book reads: “James Chil-
dress, selected as Byrd’s 
Most Valuable Player, 
proved his exceptional 
ability in both football 
and basketball. Breaking 
the City-County Record 
for scoring in basketball, 
‘Hoolie’ earned the re-
spect and admiration of 
everyone. Th is distinction 
is given to a player by his 
teammates.”

After high school, Chil-
dress attended Bluefi eld 
State College where he 
served as basketball team 
captain during his junior 
and senior years and was 
part of the starting line-up 

for every varsity game his 
entire four years at BSC. 
He averaged 19 points and 
12.5 rebounds per game 
throughout his collegiate 
career.

At Bluefi eld State, Chil-
dress was a member of the 
fi rst team for All Confer-
ence in the West Virginia 
Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (WVIAC) in 
1968 and again in 1971.  
He was honorably men-
tioned in the WVIAC in 
1969 and 1970. In 2012, 
he was inducted into the 
Bluefi eld State College 
National “B” Club Hall of 
Fame.

After college, Childress 
took up baseball, traveling 
on weekends to tourna-
ments across the region 
and around the country. 
A business administration 
major at BSC, he took a 
job with General Electric 
in Salem after college and 
sometimes returned from 
baseball tournaments just 
in time to make it to work 
on Monday morning. 
Childress retired from GE 
after more than 30 years of 
service.

Eventually, Childress 
became an amateur soft-
ball umpire, working at 
the Moyer Sports Com-
plex in Salem for many 
years, and excelled there as 
well. He was inducted into 
the United States Specialty 
Sports Association Virgin-
ia Hall of Fame in 2006 as 
a softball offi  cial, having 
retired from umpiring to 
follow his son’s sports ca-
reer.

James Childress (right), his coaches, and teammate prepare to play.

Childress’ basketball jersey was retired at WBHS.

PHOTO FROM VINTON HISTORY MUSEUM ARCHIVES
Childress went on to play basketball at Bluefield State 
College. He was inducted into the  Bluefield State 
College National “B” Club Hall of Fame in 2012.

Childress was a Deacon 
at First Baptist Church of 
Vinton where he served as 
Superintendent of Sunday 
School, was a member 
of the Men’s Club, sang 
in the church choir, and 
served as President of the 
Baptist Men’s Union for 
many years.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, his 
daughter Diane C. John-
son, his sister Beatrice 
Childress, and his in-laws 
Crayton Craig, Sr., and 
Blanche Craig.

He is survived by his 

wife Phyllis Craig Chil-
dress, who he met at GE, 
his son James Childress 
III, his stepdaughter Char-
lene Mitchell, his sisters 
Bernice Robinson, Lena 
(Glenn) Dent, Nannie 
Childress, Th eresa Chil-
dress, and Harriet Chil-
dress, his brother Harry 
Childress, his sister-in-law 
Deborah Craig, brothers-
in-law Crayton Craig, Jr., 
and Nathaniel Craig, fam-
ily adopted sister Evelyn 
Macauley, and a host of 
other family members and 
friends.
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1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

STATEWIDE       
ADS

STATEWIDE       
ADS    

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

Notice of Public 
Sale  

 

Auction Notice 

For Sale - Botetourt 
County

FOR SALE 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Wanted 

Help Wanted - 
General

Help Wanted 
Handyman  

 

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

Help Wanted 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

 
Case No. CL22000727-00 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. CL22000143-00 

Auctions Help Wanted - 
General

STATEWIDE       
ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and 
in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mail to: landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

DOGS, PETS or LIVE-
STOCK 

Use Happy Jack® Ken-
nel Dip as an area spray 
to control lyme disease 
ticks,
 eas, stable  ies, & mos-
quitoes where they breed. 
At Northwest Ace Hard-
ware Stores.
( HYPERLINK “http://
WWW.Fleabeacon.com” 
WWW.Fleabeacon.com)

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 

power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for ad-
ditional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 
services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help 
you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching potential candi-
dates. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mail to: landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 

WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life In-
surance! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other  nal expenses. 

Call Physicians Life Insur-
ance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.Life55plus.
info/vapress” www.Life-
55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974

If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

STATEWIDE       
ADS

The best place to find it, 
sell it, buy it, & announce it.

To place your ad, call 389-9355

ADVERTISE!
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER
Riley Fox, Loan Officer
NMLS# 2310076

540-314-1966
rfox@cfmortgagecorp.com
www.cfmortgagecorp.com/Riley-Fox

NMLS# 147312

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

LOOKING TO BUY USED CARS!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

JOHN’S CAMERAS & RECORDS 
540-320-4448

johnhasrecords@gmail.com

WE BUY 
VINYL RECORDS



Thursday, May 5, 2022 • The Vinton Messenger • PAGE Bwww.ourvalley.org

Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

Mya was second in the shot put with a throw of 33’4.75” and Jaylen 
took third with a throw of 31’.  

For the boys, Brady Reachy finished fifth in the Junior 100 meters 
with a time of 12.14. Wyatte Bailey was the Junior 400m champion 
with a time of 52.53 and Bodie Gonzalez was fifth in the Junior 400m 
with a time of 53.95.  Walker Nance finished fifth in the 110m hurdles 
and the 4x400m relay of Bailey, Isaiah Board, DeShawn Austin and 
Gonzalez won with a time of 3:45.50.  

Ethan Haston finished second in the long jump with a leap of 38’10 
and took third in the pole vault with a height of 8’. Bailey also fin-
ished fourth in the pole vault with a height of 8’.  

Nic Bustamante was fourth in the Junior discus with a throw of 
112’11 while Caleb Thompson was sixth with a height 111’8 .  

Hunter Richards finished fourth in the Senior shot put with a throw 
of 39’2.25”.  

The Terriers were scheduled to host a meet on Wednesday of 
this week with Lord Botetourt, Bassett, Glenvar, North Cross and 
Martinsville expected to attend. This Saturday the Terriers are at 
Blacksburg and the Blue Ridge District meet will be at Franklin 
County High School on Saturday, May 21.

The William Byrd boys rallied to tie Northside on “Senior Night” 
at Vinton’s Robert A. Patterson Stadium Monday. The game ended 
in a 3-3 draw.

Northside scored late in the first half to draw first blood. The 
Vikings piled on two more goals in the second half to take a 3-0 lead, 
and Byrd’s  keeper was injured on the third goal. Things were look-
ing bleak at that point for the home team, but there was still  plenty 
of time remaining.

Byrd closed the lead to 3-1 when Braden Crossan was brought 
down in the box and converted a penalty kick. Crossan had a hand in 
the next goal as well, crossing the ball to Dexter Gaines who headed 
the ball in on the back post to cut the lead to one.

The Terriers tied the game near the end of regulation. Ian Sigmon 
took a shot that the keeper was unable to hold, and as the ball strad-
dled the line Dylan Hughes banged it home for the equalizer to send 
the game into overtime.

“In the overtime, the guys kept the pressure up and we created a lot 
of chances and near misses,” said coach Russell Dishman. “We were 
unable to get the fourth, but I was really proud of the guys resiliency 
as they dealt with an emotional moment and had to control their com-
posure as the intensity of the match increased.”

Byrd stands at 5-7-2 after the tie and 2-4-2 in the Blue Ridge 
District. The Terriers are scheduled to play at William Fleming Friday 
night, and on Monday’s they’ll make up a previously postponed game 
with Franklin County on Monday in Rocky Mount. 

Maddy Simmons scored with 
3:15 remaining in overtime to 
give the William Byrd girls a 
big win over Northside in soccer 
Tuesday night at Northside.

The game was even through-
out with neither team being able 
to score. Both teams had oppor-
tunities but the score remained 
nil-nil through regulation and 
head to OT. The first five min-
ute overtime was scoreless as 
well before Simmons ended the 
game off a pass from Emma 
Gordon for the winning goal, 
and Byrd was able to hold 
Northside off for the final three 
minutes to pick up the win.

Kadence Fernatt had eight 
saves on the night to pick up 
the shutout. With the win the 
Terriers improved to 4-3-1 in 
the Blue Ridge District and 
9-4-1 overall.

Byrd will host William 
Fleming in Vinton on Friday, 
and on Monday Franklin County 
will be here for a makeup game. 
That will end the regular season.

The William Byrd girls and boys lacrosse teams took on two of the top programs in the 
Roanoke Valley in the past week and came out on the short end both times. Both the girls 
and boys lost to Patrick Henry in Vinton last Thursday, then traveled to Salem on Tuesday 
and dropped both ends of a doubleheader.

The girls put up a great fight against PH at Patterson Stadium last week. The Patriots 
opened a 9-4 lead by the half but the Terriers outscored PH after intermission, 8-5, to make 
a game of it before falling, 14-12.

Down 12-5, Byrd had the home crowd roaring with seven consecutive goals to tie the 
game at 12-12. A late game  penalty gave the Patriots the advantage and they made the 
most it, scoring two late goals to pull out the win.

Ashlyn Stover had five goals to lead Byrd. Olivia Hurd had three and Anika Hylton 
scored two. Haley Firebaugh had seven saves in the crease.

In the second game the Byrd boys were no match for a strong PH team, falling 24-2. 
“PH is a state caliber team that has been playing together for years,” said Byrd coach 

Will Satterfield. “Our guys did not go quietly. I was proud of the composure this team 
has developed this year. That’s a tough situation to be in and I was glad with the way we 
handled that adversity.”

On Tuesday in Salem the girls opened with a 15-3 loss to a solid group of Spartans. 
Hylton had two goals and Firebaugh had six saves.

The boys game wasn’t any closer, as Salem raced to a 14-0 halftime lead before taking 
their foot off the gas pedal. 

“Another great team and program that has been around for a while,” said Satterfield. 
“We came out flat and Salem took advantage of it. I was proud with the composure again, 
but we have some ground to make up. Our guys have made tremendous strides this year 
and building a program like we are at Byrd takes time, and you’ll experience some bumps 
along the way.”

Things won’t get any easier today when the Terriers host Class 4 Jefferson Forest, who 
always has a good program. The girls will open play at 5:30 pm with the boys to follow at 
Patterson Stadium.

On Saturday the boys have a rare weekend game, hosting Franklin County at 11 am.

Boys rally to tie on “Senior Night”
Ian Sigmon passes the ball for Byrd. PHOTO BY JIM DEVINNEY

Girls beat
NS in OT

Anna Milliron controls the ball for the Byrd soccer girls.
PHOTO BY REGINA DEVINNEY

Lax teams host JF at Byrd tonight

HIGH SCHOOL TRACK
continued from page 10

Above, William Byrd’s Ashlyn Stover(#10 left) and Olivia Hurd defend a Patrick Henry girl 
in last week’s game in Vinton. Below, Byrd’s Cole Spencer(#7) and Ian Vest cover Salem 
attackman Jake Massey in Monday’s game at Spartan Field. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Above, Riley 
Roth (left in 
photo) and 
Grace  Owni 
run the mile 
in Saturday’s 
Cosmo Track 
meet at William 
Fleming High 
School.  Right, 
Walker Nance 
flies through 
the air in the 
triple jump 
competition.

COSMO

PHOTOS BY BRIAN 
HOFFMAN
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If your child is entering 7th grade they must have 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap vaccines in order 

to enroll. Talk to your doctor and vaccinate them 
now!

Back
Schoolto

Blake Glover, left, pitched a perfect game in a win over Staunton River while Hunter Sipe, right, held Northside to five singles in a win Monday. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Strong pitching puts Byrd in the hunt for district championship
Two strong pitching performances have put the 

William Byrd baseball team in the running for the 
Blue Ridge District regular season title. Byrd will 
have some key games in the coming week as they bat-
tle for position in the coming Region 3D tournament.

Last Thursday at Staunton River Terrier sopho-
more Blake Glover pitched a perfect game in a five-
inning, 11-0 win over the host Eagles. Glover struck 
out five of 15 batters faced, didn’t walk or hit anyone 
and no one committed an error behind him in the 
field. It was the first perfect game by a Byrd pitcher 
that anyone could remember.

James Purcell led the offense against River with 
three hits in three at bats, including two doubles, to 
drive home two runs. Evan Mullen had two runs bat-

ted in.
On Tuesday at Northside senior Hunter Sipe 

pitched a gem as Byrd defeated a strong hitting team 
of Vikings, 13-4. Hunter pitched a complete game 
with eight strikeouts while allowing just five hits, 
all singles. He didn’t walk anyone and just two of 
Northside’s four runs were earned.

The Terriers jumped on top early in this one, scor-
ing two runs in the top of the first and four more in the 
second for a 6-0 lead.They led 10-3 after five innings 
and put a crooked three on the board in the top of the 
seventh before Northside scored one more run in the 
bottom to close out the game.

Sipe not only pitched a great game, he also had 
three hits and five runs batted in at the plate. Ethan 

Hairston had four hits as well, Trenton Sayers had 
two hits and two RBIs and Purcell doubled, walked 
three times and was hit by a pitch.

With the win Byrd improved to 6-2 in the district 
and 13-4 overall. The Terriers will host last place 
William Fleming tonight in a 5:30 pm “Senior Night” 
game. That was moved up from Friday due to threat 
of rain.

On Monday Byrd will host Franklin County at 7 
pm, following a 4:30 pm jayvee game, in a show-
down that could tie the two at the top of the BRD 
if the Terriers pull out a win. The Eagles are 7-1 in 
the district after losing to Lord Botetourt on Tuesday 
night.

The William Byrd softball team fell to 6-1 with 
close losses to two of the best teams in the Blue 
Ridge District in the past week. Byrd lost to unde-
feated Staunton River and Northside, both in Vinton.

Last Thursday the Terriers slugged two home runs 
but still lost to Staunton River, 7-4. Sydney Blewett 
and Brooklyn Peters hit solo shots and Haleigh 
Vaughan knocked in a run and had two hits for the 
Terriers before the Eagles took the lead off Terrier 
pitcher Chloe Varney, who pitched six innings.

On Tuesday the girls played host to Northside and 
lost a heartbreaker, 4-3. The Vikings broke a 3-3 tie 
in the top of the seventh and that proved to be the 
winning run.

Varney was on the mound again for Byrd and 
gave up just four hits in the loss. Byrd had five hits, 
including two more home runs by Peters, who had 
three hits on the day.

The loss dropped Byrd to 6-12 on the season and 
1-7 in Blue Ridge District play. The Terriers were 
scheduled to play last place William Fleming on 
Wednesday in Roanoke, and on Monday Franklin 
County is here.

William Byrd’s Brooklyn Peters(right with helmet) has a welcoming party at home plate after blasting a home run 
in last week’s game with Staunton River.

Terriers hit the long ball 
but don’t win close games

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

The William Byrd tennis teams 
will be busy today as both the boys 
and girls play doubleheaders with 
Franklin County. The girls will be 
home and the boys will head to 
Rocky Mount.

The girls can clinch the Blue 
Ridge District regular season with 
a big day against the Eagles. The 
Terriers are 6-0 in district play 
while Franklin has lost just once. A 
sweep by the Terriers would clinch 
the district and a split would keep 
them in first place with a week to 
go.

Last Thursday in Vinton the 
girls took an 8-1 win over visit-
ing Lord Botetourt. Singles winners 
were Makenna Jacobsen, Emilie 

McCaskill, Grace Saunders, Timber 
Raines and Ashley Begasse. Byrd 
swept the doubles with Lexi Aquino 
and Jacobsen at one, McCaskill and 
Saunders at two and Raines and 
Begasse at three.

“All matches were very solid,” 
said coach Kayla Mitchell-
McCroskey. “We are very proud of 
the girls this year. We are rocking 
it out.”

On Tuesday in Moneta the girls 
improved to 6-5 overall with a 
6-3 win over host Staunton River. 
Aquino, McCaskill and Raines won 
singles matches and Byrd swept the 
doubles.

The Terriers were sched-
uled to host William Fleming on 

Wednesday of this week, followed 
by today’s home doubleheader 
with Franklin County. Next week 
Northside is here Monday, the 
girls are at Fleming Wednesday 
and Bassett comes here for a non-
district match a week from today.

Meanwhile, the boys were still 
looking for their first win of the sea-
son after losing to Lord Botetourt 
last week, 9-0. The Terriers were 
scheduled to play William Fleming 
in Roanoke in a doubleheader 
Wednesday and both teams were 
yet to win a BRD match, so some-
thing had to give.

The boys play Northside at 
Walrond Park next Monday to wrap 
up the regular season.

Girls can clinch Blue Ridge District tennis 
with sweep of Franklin County today

Byrd number one Lexi Aquino serves one up last week.
PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

William Byrd senior Hunter Richards puts the shot in Saturday’s Cosmo 
track competition at William Fleming. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Rain can’t damper 
Cosmo track meet

The annual Cosmopolitan Club 
Track Meet was held at William 
Fleming High School last week and 
the Pulaski County boys and Patrick 
County girls came up team winners in 
the Senior Division on a rainy day in 
Roanoke. 

The big meet included a class for 
middle school teams, a Junior Division 
for ninth and 10th graders and a Senior 
Division for juniors and seniors. The 
top eight finishers in each event scored.

For Byrd the Junior Division 4x400m 
relay of Riley Roth, Grace Owni, 
Alexandra Bonilla and Liz Dixon took 
second place with a finishing time of 
4:53.61. 

Remi Figart finished fourth in the 
Senior high jump with a height of 4’8”, 
fourth in the long jump with a jump of 
15’ and third in the triple jump with a 
jump of 31’6.   

Gracie Mick won the pole vault 
with a height of 7’6”.  Mya Rosser was 
runnerup in the discus with a throw of 
101’7” and twin sister Jaylen Rosser 
finished third with a throw of 99’5”.  

   continued on page 9
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