
The piano students of 
Carol McCulloch (also 
known as Lala) present-
ed their annual Spring 
Recital on June 5 at 
Mount Pleasant Baptist 
Church.

McCulloch uses the 
piano to teach the love 
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
Bill Cundiff not only completed the Teton Dam half 
marathon in Idaho after heart surgery, but won his age 
group.

Carol McCulloch has 
been “teaching the love of 
music using the piano” for 
about 12 years—a second 
career. While she teaches 
both typical and special 
needs students, she feels a 
special affi  nity for students 
facing challenges—but she 
sees not disabilities, but 
possibilities. As far as she’s 
concerned, “every student 
is truly a unique blessing.” 

“Although I love teach-
ing all my wonderful stu-
dents, I have an extraordi-
nary desire to work with 
our special needs commu-
nity which sometimes gets 
left behind in too many 
extra-curricular areas,” 
McCulloch said. 

Her students recently 
performed in their annual 
Spring Recital on June 5. 
(See this week’s article, 
“Lala’s piano students 
present Spring Recital 
2022.”) Twenty-fi ve of her 
32 students played an en-
tertaining variety of music 
selections which included 
classical, contemporary, 
and religious arrange-
ments.

“Every student per-

formed beautifully,” said 
McCulloch, “but seeing 
my special needs students 
shine like never before was 
absolutely phenomenal!” 
She shared that watching 
their dedication, prepa-
ration and steady prog-
ress has been “one of the 
most satisfying aspects” of 
teaching and of her life.

“From the youngest, 
age 6, to adults from 20 to 
their 60s, all these students 
work hard to present their 
best eff orts during each 
lesson, as well as during 
event performances.” 

McCulloch’s fi rst stu-
dent 12 years ago was 
Chukie Elechi.

“My son, Chukie, who 
is on the Autism spectrum, 
has been a piano student 
of Carol McCulloch since 
September 2010,” said his 
mother, Uchenna Elechi. 
“We have watched him 
grow from a child who 
could barely sit for more 
than three to fi ve minutes 
at a time during piano les-
sons, to a young man who 
a few Sundays ago walked 
up to the piano, sat down, 
and played three music 
pieces ALL BY HIMSELF. 
Only by the grace of God, 
patient endurance, dedi-

McCulloch teaches love of music 
to students of all ability levels

See McCulloch, page 12

Cundiff  completes 
half marathon after 
heart surgery

Bill Cundiff recent-
ly completed his 42nd 
marathon race out of the 
51 that are on his bucket 
list—after undergoing 
open heart surgery in 
January.

“I would like to share 
a praise to God from this 
past weekend,” Cundiff 
said in a Facebook post. 
“Last fall I had to stop 
running due to a con-
genital heart valve issue, 
and in January I had 
open heart surgery. On 

follow up, my surgeon 
said I could start to run. 
Gradually I regained my 
endurance so that four 
and a half months later 
I completed the Teton 
Dam half marathon 
that commemorates the 
collapse of the dam in 
1976.”

In early June, Cundiff 
and his wife, Beth, took 
a non-stop flight from 
Charlotte to Salt Lake 
City, then took a rental 
car three and a half hours 
to Rexburg, Idaho, for 
the race.

“Arriving at our hotel 

Lala’s piano 
students present 
Spring Recital 2022

of music to both typical 
and special needs stu-
dents.

Students performing 
this year, their recital 
selection(s), and com-
ments from McCulloch 
include:

Natalie Peters, “Catch 
a Falling Star.” “Nata-
lie is such a joy to work 
with. She is dedicated 
and patient and prepares 
for every lesson in detail. 
She is very involved in 
church youth activities 
and especially likes to 
participate in their dra-
mas and musicals.”

Kennedy Bentley, 
“Morning Prelude” and 
“Got Lotsa’ Rhythm.” 
“Bentley is simply a joy 
to teach and to watch 
grow (even on frustrating 
days). She always pre-
pares, shows grace under 
pressure, and appreciates 
a new challenge. Ken-
nedy puts a positive spin 
on things and a big smile 
on her face.”

Levi Laughinghouse, 
“Sweden.” “Levi is so 
much fun to be around 
and a wonderful student. 
He takes his music seri-
ously. As the oldest of 
five siblings, he has some 
great leadership qualities 
which are reflected in his 
overall work habits. Posi-
tive, outgoing, talented, 
and helpful—all of these 
are Levi’s specialties.”

Alyssa Walker, “Sun-
day Best.” “Alyssa started 
lessons with me in up-
per elementary and even 
then, she was such a 
quick study with fingers 
that felt at home all over 
the keyboard. She’s one 
of those students who 
excels in sports, academ-
ics, and music, but she 
continues to work hard 
to conquer new goals in 

 Alyssa Walker (left) and Elizabeth Martinez (center) were named as this year’s  Star 
Piano Students by teacher Carol McCulloch.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Recital, page 8

See Cundiff, page 5

SUBMITTED PHOTO
McCulloch’s music student Alana Kiedrowski was 
recently named Honorary Princess at the Staunton 
River High School Senior Prom.

Chukie Elechi was Carol McCulloch’s first piano
student 12 years ago.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The piano students of Carol McCulloch presented their annual Spring Recital at 
Mount Pleasant Baptist Church on June 5.

Olive Laughinghouse performed “The Princess 
Waltz” at Carol McCulloch’s Spring Recital. Here she 
is reviewing note values with The Rhythm Ball Game 
during music class.

Town Council adopts 
$17.7 million budget, 
McCarty and Stovall 
running for re-election

Vinton Town Council 
adopted a budget of $17.7 
million for all funds for 
FY22-23 at its meeting on 
June 21. Th is represents an 
increase of 27.6% over the 
previous fi scal year. Th e 
signifi cant increase in the 
budget total is due mainly 
to one-time gains in rev-
enue from various funds 
and grants related to the 
pandemic (such as ARPA 
funds) and to proceeds from 
the sale of the town’s water 
and wastewater system to 
the Western Virginia Water 
Authority.

Th e FY23 budget has 
been meticulously devel-
oped, discussed, and re-
vised over a period of many 
months in departments, in 
council meetings and work 
sessions, and in a public 
hearing on June 9. 

During the course of 
the council meeting, Vice 
Mayor Sabrina McCarty 

and Councilman Mike 
Stovall announced that they 
have acquired the required 
number of signatures from 
Vinton residents to place 
their names on the ballot 
in November to run for 
Town Council once again. 
A change in state law has 
moved local elections, such 
as Town Council, from May 
to November. Both Mc-
Carty and Stovall said that 
moving the election to fall 
has made the collection of 
signatures more challenging 
during the summer months.

Town Council adopted 
a resolution authorizing 
Town Manager Pete Peters 
to submit documents for 
the FY22 Community Im-
pact Market Analysis Grant 
and appropriated funds in 
the amount of $45,000 for a 
housing study. Staff  received 
notice they had received the 
grant in February 2022. Th e 
funds will facilitate projects 
supporting economic devel-
opment and will study four 
parcels, including River 

See Town Council, page 3

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org
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Must be 21 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

        NEW KENT  |  VINTON  |  RICHMOND  |  HAMPTON 
DUMFRIES  |  COLLINSVILLE  |  ROSIESGAMING.COM

THIS WAY  
TO YUM!

IS BETTER THAN THEIR BURGER.

Plus, check out all ROSIE’S KITCHEN  

has to offer from cheesey flatbreads,  

delicious sandwiches, and much more.  

VIEW THE FULL MENU  
AT ROSIESGAMING.COM BUCHANAN 

COMMUNITY CARNIVAL

ENTERTAINMENT
June 28 – Seven Mile Ford
June 29 – High Road
June 30 – Glenn Shelton 
July 1 – OFF
July 2 – Showdown
July 3 – Blue Connection
July 4 – Michelle Motley
July 5 – True Cadence

July 6 - Wound Tight
July 7 – Mason Creek

CLOGGERS
June 30 - 

High Voltage Cloggers
July 7 - 

Rebels of Rhythm Cloggers

www.townofbuchanan.com/carnival/

June 28th -July 7th  •  6:00pm – 11:00pm
$15 Ride Nights  June 28th & July 5th 

FOOD & GAMES
Enjoy Petros, Carnival Burgers 

& our World Famous Fries!

RIDES BY COLE AMUSEMENTS

July 4th:
Chicken BBQ - 11am

Parade- 5PM • Fireworks- 10PM

Commander Jeremy Obenchain retires from Coast Guard
Commander Jeremy Oben-

chain has retired from the 
United States Coast Guard. 
His retirement was marked 
with a ceremony on May 20, 
2022. Obenchain is the son of 
Billy and Karen Obenchain of 
Vinton and is a 1995 graduate 
of William Byrd High School.

He has served his country 
with honor since joining the 
Coast Guard in 2002. From 
2004-2006, he served as De-
ployable Team Leader on Law 
Enforcement Detachment 404 
at U.S. Coast Guard Tacti-
cal Law Enforcement Team 
South. In this role, Obenchain 
deployed to the Eastern Pacifi c 
Ocean, where the team inter-

dicted cocaine bound for the 
United States, and the Middle 
East, operating in the Arabian 
Gulf, the Gulf of Aden, and 
Iraq.

In 2007, Commander 
Obenchain was selected as one 
of three Coast Guard Congres-
sional Fellows to serve in the 
United States House of Rep-
resentatives. In this role, he 
served for two years as advisor 
to the Ranking Member of the 
Homeland Security Commit-
tee and to the Ranking Mem-
ber of the Subcommittee on 
Border, Maritime, and Global 
Counterterrorism responsible 
for Coast Guard oversight and 
national/homeland security is-

sues.
From 2009-2011, CDR 

Obenchain served as the Fu-
ture Operations and Middle 
East Training Team Leader 
at Patrol Forces in Southwest 
Asia.

After successfully complet-
ing Arabic Language training 
at the Foreign Service Institute 
in Arlington in 2011, he served 
at U.S. Coast Guard Activities 
Europe in Th e Netherlands as 
a Port Security Liaison Offi  cer 
working throughout North Af-
rica and the Middle East.

From 2014 to 2016, CDR 
Obenchain served as the Coast 
Guard’s Liaison to U.S. Naval 
Forces Central Command in 

Bahrain.
He was next assigned to the 

U.S. Embassy in Manila in the 
Philippines where he advised 
the Philippine Coast Guard 
and Philippine National Coast 
Watch System.

In July 2019, CDR Oben-
chain reported to the Depart-
ment of State Bureau of In-
ternational Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement (INL) Aff airs 
Offi  ce of Europe and Asia as 
the Coast Guard Liaison Offi  -
cer. Th ere he served as the INL 
Indonesia Program Offi  cer, ad-
vised on maritime law enforce-
ment capacity building, and 
worked across the department 
on behalf of the U.S. Coast 

Guard.
Commander Obenchain’s 

awards include the Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, 
three Meritorious Service 
Medals, three USCG Guard 
Commendation Medals, four 
USCG Achievement Med-
als, four USCG Overseas Ser-
vice Ribbons, Army and Navy 
Achievement Medals, and De-
partment of State Franklin and 
Eagle Awards.

Commander Obenchain 
and his wife, Yee Loo, their 
two daughters, Olivia and 
Natalie, and shih tzu Mako 
plan to travel before settling 
somewhere between the Mid-
Atlantic and Southeast Asia.

Coast Guard Commander Jeremy Obenchain’s retirement 
was celebrated with a ceremony on May 20, 2022.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
 Commander Jeremy Obenchain with his mother, 
Karen Obenchain.

PHOTO FROM VINTON HISTORY MUSEUM
Commander Jeremy Obenchain is a 1995 graduate of 
William Byrd High School.

DMV Connect returns to Vinton Library June 27-28
DMV Connect is one 

of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicle’s 
service outreach pro-
grams that serves Vir-
ginians who may not be 
able to travel to a DMV 
office. DMV Connect 

will be at the Vinton Li-
brary on Monday, June 
27, and Tuesday, June 
28 from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. (closed from 1-2 
p.m. for lunch).

No appointment is 
required; walk-ins are 

welcome.
The DMV Connect 

program can conduct 
all DMV transactions, 
except vital records and 
testing. Available servic-
es include:

Apply for or renew 

an ID card; apply for or 
renew a driver’s license; 
get a copy of a driving 
record; obtain vehicle 
titles, license plates, 
decals, or transcripts; 
order disabled park-
ing placards or plates; 

update an address in 
the DMV record; up-
date voter registration 
address and/or organ 
donor status; request a 
Personal Identification 
Number (PIN) to set 
up a myDMV account, 

which will allow you to 
receive DMV notices via 
email or phone and con-
duct secure transactions 
on the DMV website; 
and search for other 
state services through a 
Virginia Internet portal.

Lynn Haven Baptist Church 
invites children to ‘Monumental 
Vacation Bible School’

Lynn Haven Baptist 
Church will host “Monu-
mental Vacation Bible 
School” from July 10 to 
July 15 at 1501 Washing-
ton Avenue in Vinton.

At Monumental, kids 
will explore the sunbaked 
Southwestern desert. Chil-
dren will participate in Bi-
ble-learning activities, sing 
songs, play teamwork-
building games, make 
and devour treats, experi-
ence one-of-a-kind Bible 
Adventures, collect Bible 
Memory Buddies to re-

mind them of God’s love, 
and test out Sciency-Fun 
Gizmos they’ll take home 
and play with all summer. 

Plus, kids will learn to 
look for evidence of God 
all around them through 
something called God 
Sightings. Each day con-
cludes with a Canyon 
Closing that gets everyone 
involved in living what 
they’ve learned. 

Monumental is for kids 
from 3 years old (potty 
trained) through fi fth 
grade groups. Please reg-

ister using the grade your 
child just completed.VBS 
gets underway at 6 p.m. 
each evening and runs 
through 8:30 p.m. In ad-
dition, a free dinner will 
be held for kids at 5:30 
each day.

Lynn Haven Baptist 
invites you to “Come eat 
with us, or just come for 
VBS.”

For more information, 
call 540-344-9091. Or 
register online at https://
vbspro.events/p/events/
d3kids. 
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. __ fi (slang)
 4. Anecdotes about a person
 7. Central Standard Time
10. Beverage receptacle
11. Football’s Newton
12. Be in debt
13. Tattles
15. Musician __ Lo
16. Arrange again
19. A binary compound of 
carbon with a metal
21. Brazilian futbol great
23. Feared
24. Annoy
25. Unit of heredity
26. Small freshwater fish
27. Muscular weaknesses
30. Fined
34. One-time EU currency

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

35. Egyptian unit of weight
36. Winged horse
41. Increments
45. Abnormal rattling sound
46. Middle Eastern country
47. A type of greeter
50. __ inning stretch
54. Reaches
55. More gray
56. Football term
57. Swiss river
59. Ninth day before the 
ides
60. Grow old
61. Don’t know when yet
62. College hoops tourna-
ment
63. Japanese monetary unit
64. Medical device
65. Antidiuretic hormone

CLUES DOWN
 1. Put fear into
 2. Partner to corned beef
 3. Interiors
 4. Agrees to a demand
 5. No (Scottish)
 6. __ Hess Corp.
 7. Ornamental molding
 8. Garment
 9. Electric car company
13. Decimal digits in binary 
(abbr.)
14. Gibbon
17. Sun up in New York
18. __ the line
20. A vale
22. Old Irish alphabet
27. A type of band
28. A team’s best pitcher
29. Floor covering

31. A __ in the machine
32. Supplement with difficulty
33. Prosecutors
37. Place in order
38. Japanese lute
39. Mongolian city __ Bator
40. Perceived
41. A cloth for washing dishes
42. Chocolate cookie with 
white cream filling
43. Grassy plain
44. Barometer
47. Father
48. Of the ear
49. Thomas __, British 
dramatist l652-85
51. After eighth
52. Where golfers begin
53. Time units (abbr.)
58. Basics
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Car enthusiasts turn out for fi rst Vinyard Cruise-In of the summer
Th e Vinton Cruise-In has 

been revived and renamed– 
now the Vinyard Cruise-In– 
and drew a large crowd of 
car owners and enthusiasts to 
downtown Vinton and the 
Vinton Farmers’ Market on 
June 18. 

Vinton Director of Commu-
nity Programs Chasity Barbour 
noted that there were 80 cars 
participating in the event and 
about 250 or so people in at-
tendance on a day with perfect 
weather. Many brought lounge 
chairs to spend some time visit-

ing with friends.
For many years, the Vinton 

Cruise-In was a staple in the 
parking lot at Valley Hall on 
East Washington Avenue, then 
moved downtown to the Vin-
ton Motors lot at the corner of 
Washington Avenue and Pol-

lard Street, until the pandemic 
put a damper on the event.

However, the gathering of 
cars has been renamed in honor 
and memory of the late Billy 
Vinyard, who owned Vinton 
Motors. Th e event will contin-
ue each month during the sum-

mer—scheduled for July 16 
and August 20 from 3 to 7 p.m.

Th e community is welcome 
to “come, park, cruise, and 
listen to the music of the ’60s 
and ’70s at the Vinton Farmers’ 
Market,” and to bring their cars 
for display.

Jim Cunningham had his 1932 Ford Roadster on display  at the June 18 Vinyard 
Cruise-In at the Vinton Farmers’ Market.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
About 80 cars showed up for the first Vinyard  Cruise-In, a longtime tradition in 
Vinton, now revived. The next event is planned for July 16.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
 Deedie Kagey from the Bonsack/Blue Ridge Ruritan Club presented a scholarship 
to William Byrd’s Cadence Wilkerson. 

Wilkerson receives 
Bonsack/Blue Ridge 
Ruritan Club scholarship

Deedie Kagey from 
the Bonsack/Blue Ridge 
Ruritan Club awarded 
their club’s scholarship 
to Cadence Wilkerson at 
the William Byrd High 
School PTSO Scholar-
ship and Senior Awards 
Assembly on May 17.

The club awards two 
$1,000 scholarships 
each year—one to a 
William Byrd student 
and one to a Lord Bote-
tourt student. The Ru-
ritan Club is very active 
in the community and 
bases the awards on a 

students’ service to the 
community, in addi-
tion to their academic 
achievements.

Wilkerson was one of 
this year’s valedictorians 
at William Byrd and will 
be attending Roanoke 
College.

Park Shopping Center. No local match is 
required.

On June 7, council adopted a Transfer 
Agreement with the Western Virginia Wa-
ter Authority (WVWA) for the town’s wa-
ter and wastewater system to the Authority. 
As part of the transfer, the town agreed to 
convey several parcels of property to the 
Authority. A public hearing was held at 
the June 21 meeting, followed by council 
approving the conveyance of about three 
dozen properties including wells, pump 
stations, tanks, booster stations, and others 
to the Authority.

When former Town Treasurer/Finance 
Director Anne Cantrell resigned in the 
spring to accept a position in Bedford, 
council appointed Assistant Town Manager 
Cody Sexton as interim treasurer while the 
recruitment for a new treasurer/fi nance di-
rector was underway. Town Code requires 
that council appoint an offi  cial to manage 
investments and have secondary signature 
authority over checks.

Andrew Keen has been hired as the new 
fi nance director. Sexton will formally fi ll 
the role of treasurer as Keen gets acclimated 
to the new fi nance position. Th is was the 
same procedure followed when Cantrell 
was initially hired.

Town Manager Peters and members of 
council commended Sexton for the “great 
job” he has done in assuming the position 
in the Treasurer’s Offi  ce, especially while 
dealing with the transfer of the utility sys-
tem to the Authority and his host of regular 
duties at the same time.

Lydia Verdillo was appointed by council 
to serve as deputy treasurer, with the ability 
to sign checks in Sexton’s absence. She is a 
long-time employee of the Treasurer’s Of-
fi ce and Finance Department with exten-
sive knowledge of the town’s system.

Council adopted a resolution approving 
the updated Emergency Operations Plan 
for the town presented by Public Works 
Director Bo Herndon. Th is vital docu-
ment details procedures to use and a list of 
contacts in case of an emergency or disaster 
situation to protect the health and safety of 
citizens. It was extensively employed dur-
ing a derecho several years ago and during 
the pandemic.

Th e 245-page document must be ap-

proved by the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management every four years. 
Members of the committee made up of 
Herndon, Executive Assistant to the Po-
lice Chief Mandie Baker, Human Re-
sources and Risk Management Director 
Donna Collins, and Police Chief Fabricio 
Drumond were commended for their dili-
gence in completing the task.

Treasurer Cody Sexton presented a 
positive report on the town’s fi nancial state 
from the April 30 Financial Report which 
was approved by council. At that time, the 
town had just over $10 million in cash on 
hand and $3.3 million in investments—an 
enviable fi nancial position for a munici-
pality. Sexton attributed the town’s sound 
fi nancial situation to the hard work of 
department managers and the leadership 
team who continue to be “prudent and 
cautious” in spending.

Peters updated council on several proj-
ects. Staff  members have met with Shentel 
about permitting applications for GloFiber. 
Engineering and planning are near comple-
tion; they anticipate construction getting 
underway in the third quarter. Shentel will 
begin a marketing campaign soon within 
the town to promote its availability. Most 
of their construction/installation will be 
overhead. Peters said the town was im-
pressed with Shentel’s work thus far.

Peters noted that preventive mainte-
nance is coming up this summer on Gar-
thright Bridge on Gus Nicks Boulevard. A 
Request for Proposals has been issued, due 
July 15. He pointed out that the bridge 
is perfectly safe and in good condition—
this is “preventative.” Most of the work on 
and below the bridge will be completed at 
night, but some lane closures will be neces-
sary during the process. 

In other upcoming projects, staff  has be-
gun working with a consultant on design 
of the pedestrian signalized crosswalks on 
Gus Nicks Boulevard and Hardy Road. 
Th e town is also working with a consultant 
on concepts for the park proposed for the 
Vinton War Memorial space occupied by 
the swimming pool.

Citizens are also reminded of the $1.1 
million in paving in the town coming up 
in August. Th is is triple the usual amount 
spent on paving each summer.

Town Council from page 1
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ABSOLUTE AUCTION
Antique Cars   2 PU Trucks   Firearms

Farm Equipment   Lawn & Garden   Tools   Furniture+
SATURDAY, JUNE 25 – 10:00am
21060 Botetourt Rd., Eagle Rock, Va.

Go to www.nicelysauctionco.com for all info!
Partial listing:  ’67 Mercury Cougar, ’64 Mercury Comet, ’64 Studebaker, 
trucks (’07 Ford, ’10 Chevy Silverado, ’99 Ford Expedition), 3 Honda 
motorcycles, 25 firearms including Remington rifles (Mod 760 Gamemaster 
270 & 7400 270), Savage rifles (Mod 99C 243 & Mod 99 308) and Winchester
Mod 25 12ga. FC, 2 Massey Ferguson tractors (240 & 135 diesel), farm 
implements, JD riding & push mowers, tiller, compressor, generator, tools, 
hutches, housewares, appliances++
Directions:  From Clifton Forge: I64 E/W – Exit 27, follow signs for 220 South, 
5 – 6 miles on the left.  From Fincastle, follow 220 North about 21 miles 
(on the right). Look for signs! Terms of Sale: Cash, check or CC (proc. Fees 
apply), picture ID required. Announcements day of sale take precedence 
over printed material.  Auction held under tent, food will be provided! 

NO BUYER’S PREMIUM!!
Sale conducted for the Homer Kelley Estate by

NICELY’S AUCTION CO.
Brandon Nicely – Auctioneer  #2620Va.    

Mike Jeffries – Auctioneer #4073Va.
 Gail Nicely – Marketing

425 Soldiers Retreat Rd., Eagle Rock, Va.  24085
540/862-0714  or  540/968-2568

Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce shows off  new location

Th e Vinton Area Chamber 
of Commerce held its fi rst 
Business After Hours on June 
16 in its new location in down-
town Vinton.

Th e Chamber offi  ces had 
been located on the Vinton 
War Memorial campus in the 
Charles R. Hill Community 
Center but made the move in 
recent weeks to East Lee Av-
enue in the heart of downtown 
Vinton.

Th e building dates from 
1924 and includes offi  ce space 
for Executive Director Angie 
Chewning and Executive As-
sistant Kathryn Sowers, along 
with a board room. Current 
Chamber Executive Board 
members include President Ja-
son Boothe, 1st Vice President 
Allison Finney, 2nd Vice Presi-
dent Page Stovall, and Past 
President Justin Davison. 

Other Chamber board 
members include Michelle 
Barklow, Andy Bishop, Don-
ald Childress, Anthony Con-
ner, John Conner, Tyler Fisher, 
Tim Greenway, Tim Nininger, 
Kat Pascal, Paula Robins, Jus-
tin Smith, and Dr. Richard 
Turner.

Mayor Brad Grose, Town 
Manager Pete Peters, and Cha-
sity Barbour, Director of Com-
munity Programs, represent 
the Town of Vinton on the 
board.

Past occupants of 118 East 
Lee Avenue include a dress 
shop, a consignment shop, a 
law offi  ce, a counseling offi  ce, 
Th e Vinton Messenger, and 
Tim Greenway’s Greenway 
Construction and Mountain 
View Real Estate. Greenway 
bought the building from the 
Ott Goode estate about 20 
years ago and is renting to the 
Chamber.

Th e event was held on the 
back courtyard of the new of-
fi ces, with music by Tommy 
Gill and was sponsored by Gre-
enway Boothe Real Estate and 
Fisher Financial Services, Inc.

Current members of the 
Vinton Area Chamber of Com-
merce supporting the Chamber 
and the community include: 
101.5 WVMP-FM, A Cleaner 
World, A+ Price is Right Auto 
Parts and Supplies, Inc., Beth 
Abbott, Acme Th erapies, Th e 
Advancement Foundation, 
Agenacare Housecalls, Alars, 
Inc., American Effi  ciency Inns, 
American Family Care (Doc-
tors Express) American Mas-
sage Professionals, LLC, Amer-
ican National Bank & Trust, 
Amerilife Virginia, Ameriprise 
Financial—the Myrias Group, 
ANW Wireless, Appalachian 
Power, Arabella Permanent 
Makeup & Advanced Esthet-
ics, Aramark Uniform Servic-
es, Atlantic Union Bank, Aunt 
Dude’s Glamp Camp, Aztec 
Rental, B&C Exterminating, 
Balance Wellspace Integra-
tive Medicine, Bank of Bote-
tourt, BB&T, Belcher Electric 
& Construction, Bob Ben-
ninger, Berkshire Health Care 
Center, Blue Ridge Catering, 
Blue Ridge Copier/Ethos, Blue 
Ridge Dental Group, Alberto 
de Bobé, Bob’s Restaurant, 
Boomtown CrossFit, Box-
ley, Boxtree Lodge/BraeLoch/
On the Glen—VMCC, LLC, 
Brown Hound Tree Services, 
Buddy’s Auto Body, Bud-
get Blinds of Vinton, W. C. 
Butler Heating/AC, C & L 
Creations/C & L Remodeling, 
Caleb Mann Agency, Cardinal 
IG, Cargill, Carilion Clinic, 
Carrington Cottage Memory 
Care, Carter Bank & Trust, 
Charles Lunsford Sons & As-

sociates, Christ’s Fellowship, 
Clean Valley Council, CORA 
Physical Th erapy, Cornerstone 
Antiques, Coastal Insurance 
Planning of VA, Council of 
Community Services, Cox 
Communications, Cranwell & 
Moore, PLC, Creative Kids, 
Creative Occasions Flowers & 
Gifts, Cross, Lavinder, Quinn, 
& Park Family Dentistry, Cun-
diff  Drug Store, Judy and Jim 
Cunningham, Cyndi’s Touch 
of Class, Dayspring Delights, 
Deb’s Frozen Lemonade, Des-
ert Sun, D. Hayes Company, 
Discounts and Deals, Dog-
wood Festival of Virginia, 
Dogwood Restaurant, Do-
minion Electronics, Domino’s 
Pizza/New River Valley Pizza, 
Don Lilly Agency—Futurity 
First Insurance Group, Dr. 
Beth Brown Science Founda-
tion, Dr. Neal Jessup, Dy-
namic Medical, Earthworks & 
Artworks, Edward Jones—Ja-
cob Beekman, Eileena’s Quilts, 
Elm Park Estates, Evangel 
Foursquare Church, Expect 
More Home Inspections, 
Farmburguesa, Family Stone, 
Field of Dreams Dog Training, 
First Bank—VA, First Citizens 
Bank, First Impressions Print-
ing, Fisher Financial Services, 
Floyd Ward School of Dance, 
Food Lion, Freedom First 
Credit Union, GFWC Wom-
an’s Club of Vinton, Glo Fiber 
Enterprise by Shentel, Good 
Samaritan Hospice, Good-
will Industries of the Valley, 
Grace Family Church, Grand 
Rental Storage of Vinton, Greg 
Jerez, Greenway Boothe Real-
tors, GRN DRMZ, Growing 
Years Daycare, Len Hall, Hall’s 
Home Improvement, Hayden 
Insurance Agency, Hemp Mill, 
Homestead Creamery, Home-
Trust Bank, Howard’s Preci-

sion Machinery, Jerry Rob-
erts Plumbing, Joe Goodpies, 
Keller Williams Realty—Vin-
ton, Kembel Tax Service, Dr. 
George Kevorkian, Kroger, La 
Casa Del Burrito Taco Shop, 
Lancerlot Sports Complex, 
Last Stop Lounge, Leisure Me-
dia 360, Leonard’s Copy Sys-
tems, Lionberger Construction 
Company, Lotz Funeral Home, 
Luna Fe LLC, Macado’s, Mag-
nets USA, Larry “Moe” Mat-
tox, Attorney Bruce Mayer, 
McCarthy Tire Service, Mc-
Donald’s, MemberOne Fed-
eral Credit Union, Michelle 
Barklow, Mid-State Insurance, 
Moorman’s Wildlife Man-
agement, Mountain Grille, 
Mountain View Cemetery, 
Mountain View Orthodontics, 
Mountain View Real Estate, 
Musselwhite & Associates, 
Neely’s Accounting Services, 
Next Generation Designs, Nite 
Owl Artz, Nishi Food Mart # 
8, Northwest True Value Hard-
ware, Oakey’s Funeral Service, 
Olde Colony Realty, Omni 
Source, Our Lady of the Val-
ley Retirement Community, 
Page Stovall, Pampered Chef 
and Traveling Vineyard, Park-
way House of Prayer, Pawsh 
Salon, Pinnacle Bank, Powers 
Landscape & Irrigation, Pre-
cision Fabrics Group, Primary 
Solutions Physical Th erapy, 
P.S. Massage Clinic, Radiance 
Wellbeing, Rays Unlimited, 
Renewanation, Jim Reynolds, 
Richardson Mechanical, Rick-
man Realty, Roanoke County 
Board of Supervisors, Roanoke 
County Schools, Roanoke Gas, 
Roanoke valley Association for 
Realtors, Roanoke Valley Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau, 
Roanoke Valley Community 
Credit Union, Roanoke Valley 
SPCA, Robbins Nest Primi-

tives and Antiques, Ronald 
McDonald House Charities 
SWVA, Rosie’s Gaming Em-
porium, Salem Red Sox, Sam’s 
Club, Scents by Debi, Senior 
News Magazine, SERVPRO 
of Roanoke County, Simon-
Kinsinger—Clear Financial 
Vision, Simmons Insurance 
Agency, Socialphin, Spring-
tree Health & Rehab, Sports 
Haven, Stanley Steamer of 
Roanoke, Star City Pest Con-
trol & Wildlife Services, State 
Farm—Susan Balderson, 
Storage King USA, Super 
Dollar, Support System, The 
Conner Group, The Crusty 
Bark, The Foundry, The 
Glebe, The Grandin Theatre 
Foundation, The Reserve at 
Daleville, The Weather Pros, 
Town of Vinton, Tractor Sup-
ply Co., Transcend Insur-
ance Solutions, Dr. Richard 
Turner, Twin Creeks Brew-
ing Company, United Way of 
Roanoke Valley, Valley Print-
ers, Valley Star Credit Union, 
Vertex Signs, Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 4522, Viking 
Fence Co., Vinton Appli-
ance Center, Vinton Baptist 
Church, Vinton Breakfast Li-
ons Club, Vinton Computer, 
Vinton Historical Society and 
Museum, Vinton Laundro-
mat, Vinton Magazine, Vin-
ton Messenger, Vinton Moose 
Family Center # 1121, Vinton 
Roofing, Inc.,  Vinton Veteri-
nary Hospital, Virginia Title 
Center, Virginia Western 
Community College, WDBJ 
TV, Western Virginia Water 
Authority, Western Virginia 
Workforce Development 
Board, WFXR & WWCW, 
William Byrd Middle School, 
Winter’s Mini Storage, Wil-
liam Byrd High School, and 
Wood’s Service Centers.

Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Assistant Kathryn Sowers welcomes 
visitors to the Chamber’s new offices located at 118 East Lee Avenue in downtown 
Vinton.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Chamber held its first Business After Hours gathering at the new offices on 
June 16, with music in the back courtyard by Tommy Gill.

Mountain State 
Oral and Facial Surgery 
(MSOFS), with Dr. Mar-
shall Green, is now open in 
Vinton. Th e offi  ce is locat-
ed at 895 East Washington 
Avenue in the former prac-
tice of Dr. George Kevork-
ian who recently retired.

Th e dental practice held 
an open house on June 16 
for the staff  and local medi-
cal personnel. A ribbon 
cutting is planned with the 

Vinton Area Chamber of 
Commerce in the near fu-
ture.

Dr. Green sees patients 
seeking dental implants, 
extractions, wisdom teeth 
removal and other dental 
services, similar to those 
off ered by Dr. Kevorkian. 
Th rough the Facial Center, 
other MSOFS practitio-
ners off er a wide variety of 
aesthetic and cosmetic ser-
vices to help patients main-

tain a youthful and vibrant 
appearance. 

“Th e decision to open a 
Mountain State Oral and 
Facial Surgery location in 
Vinton was largely based 
on our excitement to bring 
world-class care to Vir-
ginia, as we currently have 
locations in West Virginia 
and Kentucky,” said Keely 
Blankenship, marketing 
manager for MSOFS. “Dr. 
Green recently joined our 

Mountain State Oral and Facial Surgery celebrates Vinton opening

 PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The new Mountain State Oral and Facial Surgery dental office recently opened 
on Washington Avenue in Vinton and celebrated with an open house on June 16. 
Guests included several doctors from other MSOFS facilities: front row, Dr. James 
Henderson (left) and Dr. Marshall Green; middle row, Dr. Jack Krajekian and Dr. John 
Brock; back, Dr. Manuel Rodriguez and Dr. Jose Ravelo. 

team of surgeons, and 
when the opportunity to 
open an offi  ce in Virginia 
came along, we knew Dr. 
Green would be the perfect 

fi t for that offi  ce location. 
Vinton seems like a won-
derful community that we 
are proud to become part 
of.”

For more information 
about Mountain State 
Oral & Facial Surgery’s 
services, visit https://mt-
stateoms.com/.
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OUR NEWSPAPER 
offices will be closed on 
Monday, July 4th, 2022

And will reopen on 
Tues., July 5th 

@ 8:30 a.m.

 All ads for July 6th 
and July 7th papers 
need to be in our 

office by
Friday, July 1st 
at 12:00 Noon. 

 In honor of 
4th of July

PHOTO FROM ROANOKE COUNTY 
The community meeting at the Explore Park Visitors Center on June 30 will 
allow citizens to share their input on how to best route the East Roanoke River 
Greenway from the WVWA to the Blue Ridge Parkway.

Community meeting 
scheduled to discuss routing 
Roanoke River Greenway from 
WVWA to Blue Ridge Parkway

The Roanoke River Greenway is an 
important regional project that will 
eventually run over 30 miles along 
the Roanoke River from Montgomery 
County to Explore Park. 

As a part of this regional greenway, 
Roanoke County is evaluating how 
best to route the East Roanoke River 
Greenway from the Western Vir-
ginia Water Authority Water Pollu-
tion Control Plant to the Blue Ridge 
Parkway. 

The county will be hosting a com-
munity meeting on Thursday, June 
30, to review and discuss preliminary 
greenway alignments that are being 
considered in this area. The meet-
ing will be held at the Explore Park 
Visitor Center from 5 to 7 p.m. Rep-
resentatives from Roanoke County 
and VDOT will be on hand to an-

swer questions. This is an open house 
event where you can come and go, as 
you please.

Paper surveys will be distributed at 
the meeting for feedback and mail-
back.

The survey will also be available 
online at www.RoanokeCountyVA.
gov/ERRGap,  on July 1.

The county will also mail out the 
preliminary greenway alignment ex-
hibit and a paper copy of the survey 
to residents and property owners 
around June 30,which can be mailed 
back to Megan Cronise at 5204 Ber-
nard Drive, P.O. Box 29800, Roa-
noke, VA 24018.

 Contact Megan Cronise with 
questions by email at mcronise@
roanokecountyva.gov or by phone at 
(540) 772-2106.

PHOTO  BY WILLIAM BYRD HIGH SCHOOL 
This photograph by William Byrd student Bennett Burger will be hanging in the 
Capitol in Washington, D.C., for the next year, as a winner in the Congressional Art 
Competition.

WBHS artwork to 
hang in US Capitol

Artwork by recent Wil-
liam Byrd High School 
graduate Bennett Burger 
will soon be hanging in 
the United States Capi-
tol in Washington, D.C. 
One of her photographs 
was chosen by Sixth Dis-
trict Congressman Ben 
Cline as the runner-up 
in this year’s Congressio-
nal Art Competition and 
will be on display at the 
Capitol for one year. Her 
teacher at WBHS is Al-
lyson Goin.

Each spring, a nation-
wide high school arts 
competition is sponsored 
by the members of the 
U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. The Congres-

sional Art Competition 
is an opportunity to 
recognize and encourage 
the artistic talent in the 
nation, as well as in each 
Congressional District.

“All students from 
Virginia’s Sixth Congres-
sional District are en-
couraged to participate 
in this year’s art compe-
tition,” Cline said when 
the competition was 
announced. “This is a 
wonderful opportunity 
for students to showcase 
their artistic ability and 
for the selected winner to 
have his or her artwork 
on display at the Capitol 
for the next year.”

The Congressional Art 
Competition was open to 
all high school students 
in the Sixth Congressio-
nal District. The win-
ning artwork will also 
soon be featured online 
on the Congressional 
Art Competition page at 
https://www.house.gov/. 

WBHS graduate 
Hunter Muddiman’s 
work will also be on dis-
play as a winner in the 
competition.

“Both students are ex-
ceptionally talented and 
represent our school and 
community well,” said 
WBHS Principal Tammy 
Newcomb

at 4:30 a.m., I was able to 
sleep till 6 a.m., then out 
to the starting point at 
7:30 a.m.,” Cundiff con-
tinued. “The good Lord 
provided a hedge of pro-
tection around me, and 
I finished first in my age 
group. Unbelievable!”

After the race, the 
Cundiffs were able to 
stay a couple more days 
in the area to visit Yel-
lowstone Park (before 
the flood) and the Grand 
Tetons—the “most beau-
tiful mountains” he has 
ever seen.

Cundiff says his wife 
doesn’t run. She fills the 
role of “tourist.”

Rexburg is the home 
of Brigham Young Uni-
versity-Idaho. He and his 
wife found the town to 
be a “breath of fresh air” 
with its college town at-
mosphere. 

The Teton Dam Mara-
thon takes place every 
year around the anniver-
sary of the breaking of 
the Teton Dam on June 5, 
1976. The collapse of the 
dam resulted in a deadly 
flood which caused $500 
million in damage, took 
14 lives, and made thou-
sands homeless in Rex-
burg and the surround-
ing areas. With the dam’s 
collapse, a large reservoir 
of water 280 feet deep 
was dumped on the farms 
and towns below.

According to race or-
ganizers, “This tragedy 
was turned into triumph 
by the victims’ own faith 
and courage and by an 
outpouring of aid by 
many volunteers from 
Idaho and nearby states. 
For this reason, each 
year hundreds of runners 
flood the streets to take 
on their own personal 
challenge of running a 
race.”

With their late arrival 
the night before, Cundiff 
was concerned about get-
ting his race packet on 
time. Contacted online, 

the race director hunt-
ed him down the next 
morning personally with 
his packet.

Cundiff says that dur-
ing the race, he felt his 
fingers begin to tingle, a 
circulation problem indi-
cator, but God provided 
that “hedge of protec-
tion” and he was able to 
complete the race with 
no ill effects.

“What a trip--God is 
good!” is how Cundiff 
summed it up.

Cundiff ’s goal is to 
eventually run races in all 
50 states and the District 
of Columbia. Most of the 
states still on his list are 
in the Midwest—Kansas, 
Nebraska, Iowa, Mary-
land, North Dakota, 
Alaska, and Nevada—
plus Massachusetts and 
Vermont.

Cundiff is well-known 
in Vinton, although he 
now lives in Salem. He 
graduated from William 
Byrd in the Class of 1975 
and played football there. 
He grew up in Vinton 
Baptist Church.

He, his late father, 
Wallace, and his broth-
er, Sam, are all pharma-
cists—Wallace and Sam 
at Cundiff Drug Store in 
Vinton, Bill at Richfield 
and then Friendship. Bill 
worked at Cundiff ’s as a 
delivery boy and then a 
pharmacy technician in 
his youth. He retired a 
year ago.

Bill ran his first mara-
thon in 2002 at age 46. 
Some friends were going 
to Washington, D.C. to 
run the Marine Corps 
Marathon. Someone 
dropped out and he was 
invited to take the spot. 
He remembers running 
past the Pentagon during 
the race, which was in the 
process of being rebuilt 
after 9/11. The Marine 
Corps Band was playing 
in the parking lot to en-
courage the runners.

He says he ran some 

in college, but not high 
school. He lived in Rich-
mond while earning his 
pharmacy degree and ran 
through downtown Rich-
mond past the monu-
ments and the Capitol.

He returned to the 
Roanoke Valley after 
pharmacy school and 
“became a gym rat.” He 
and some friends would 
be waiting outside the 
gym for it to open at 5:30 
a.m. and started running 
during the wait. He grad-
ually built on that.

As for the heart sur-
gery, Cundiff had a con-
genital heart valve condi-
tion in which his heart 
wasn’t pumping enough 
blood and had to work 
harder.

He had “passed out five 
times” while running be-
fore the surgery (“synco-
pe”) which involved “not 
enough blood getting to 
my brain.” He says if you 
notice the signs, you can 
catch it, but that’s diffi-
cult to do. On three of 
those occasions, the Res-
cue Squad was called, but 
Cundiff declined going 
to the hospital.

He and his doctor 
planned the future sur-
gery, but one day he 
passed out at an intersec-
tion near Glenvar High 
School while running. 
When he woke up, he 
was surrounded by stu-
dents, the Rescue Squad, 
and traffic cones. 

After the surgery in 
which they “cracked 
open his chest,” and fully 
repaired his valve, he re-
ceived clearance from his 
cardiologist to run, but 
not lift anything heavy. 
He started out again 
walking with a friend and 
little by little got back 
into running, with the 
approval of his doctor.

Cundiff says that af-
ter the initial Marine 
Corps Marathon, he ran 
one in Richmond, then 
the famous New York 

Marathon. He has run a 
marathon in Hawaii on 
the island of Kona and 
was able to take one of 
his sons and his daughter 
along. Cundiff says that 
surprisingly that was his 
hardest race—running 
through large fields with 
no trees and no shade—
heat radiating both up 
and down.

He has attempted to 
complete two or three 
races each year, one in 
the spring and one in 
the fall, to “knock out 
the last nine” on the list. 
He is running about two 
days each week this sum-
mer, depending upon the 
heat and humidity, and 
will increase the miles as 
he prepares for the ac-
tual marathon he selects 
for fall. The Bismarck 
(North Dakota) Mara-
thon, in September, may 
be next.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
After the Teton Dam race, Bill Cundiff and wife Beth 
were able to visit the Grand Tetons and Yellowstone 
Park.

Cundiff from page 1
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers its own unique 
atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE!

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

LOOKING TO BUY USED CARS!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The June 25 Mingle 
at the Market will fea-
ture a “Super-sized” 
concert with not one, 
but two bands—
Glam’r Kiti and 
Adrenaline 6. Glam’r 
Kiti describes them-
selves as “the nation’s 
premier 80’s rock trib-
ute band with music 
from Cinderella, Skid 
Row, Guns N Roses, 
Kix, Kiss, Britney Fox, 
Poison, Motley Crue 
and more.”

Adrenaline 6 is a 
six-piece band from 
Roanoke with decades 
of experience in just 
about every type of 
music genre.

The Mingle at the 
Market concert series 
is sponsored by the 
Vinton Area Chamber 
of Commerce at the 
Vinton Farmer’s Mar-
ket. This week the mu-
sic gets underway on 
the HomeTrust Bank 
stage at 6 p.m. and 
concludes at 10 p.m.

The extremely pop-
ular Mountain Grille 
Food Truck will be at 
Mingle with their But-
ter Burgers and more.

Admission is just 
$6 for adults. This is a 
family friendly event. 
Kids under 12 are free.

There will be the 
usual beer garden—ID 
required. The Cham-
ber asks that you have 
your ID out and ready 
for volunteers to check 
to speed up entry to 
the event.

Bring your own 
chair. No pets are al-
lowed. No outside 
food or drink.

Volunteers from the 
Sassy Sisters Women’s 
Group and the Vinton 
Moose Lodge will be 
volunteering to help 
facilitate the event.

Sponsors for this 
year’s Mingle at the 
Market concerts in-
clude Oakey’s, Coastal 
Insurance Planning, 
MemberOne, PFG, 
Mountain View Real 
Estate, Fox Radio 
910, ServPro, Win-
ters Storage, Bank of 
Botetourt, the Vinton 
War Memorial, Blue 
Ridge Beverage, the 
Greenway Boothe Real 
Estate Team, Roanoke 
County, HomeTrust 
Bank, the Town of 
Vinton, Food Lion, 
the Vinton Messenger, 
Farmburguesa, Vertex 
Signs, Magnets USA, 
Cox, Carilion Clinic, 
Brad Grose, and KP 
Strategies.

Super-sized Mingle with two bands coming up on June 25

From the Pulpit

“For Such a Time as This”
afraid about the possibil-
ity of this happening in 
our church, at one of our 
grocery stores, or in one 
of our schools. It easy to 
become cynical and judg-
mental, placing blame in a 
number of places– people, 
policies, politicians, and 
parties. It is also easy to 
direct our fear, confusion, 
and sadness toward God, 
asking: “Why would you 
allow something like this 
to happen?”

As I was considering 
these realities and wres-
tling with these emotions 
one morning while driv-
ing to the offi  ce, I heard a 
familiar song on the radio. 
It was a song by Matthew 
West that I had not heard 
in a while. In the midst of 
my sadness, anger, fear, 
judgment, and blame, 
it was a song I needed 
to hear. Th rough these 
words, I felt God speaking 
directly to me. Maybe you 
will, too. 

Below is a portion of 
West’s song “Do Some-
thing.”  

I woke up this morning

Saw a world full of 
trouble now, thought

How’d we ever get so far 
down, and

How’s it ever gonna 
turn around

So, I turned my eyes to 
Heaven

I thought, “God, why 
don’t You do something?”

Well, I just couldn’t 
bear the thought of

People living in poverty
Children sold into slavery
Th e thought disgusted 

me
So, I shook my fi st at 

Heaven
Said, “God, why don’t 

You do something?”
He said, “I did, yeah, I 

created you” (now listen)
If not us, then who
If not me and you
Right now, it’s time for 

us to do something, yeah
If not now, then when
Will we see an end
To all this pain
Oh, it’s not enough to 

do nothing
It’s time for us to do 

something.
In the Book of Esther, 

after having heard the 

news that the Jews were 
facing the tragedy of an-
nihilation at the hands 
of the Persian King, Aha-
suerus, Mordecai tore 
his clothes and began to 
grieve. He too was fi lled 
with sadness, anger, and 
fear. In response, he chose 
to do something. 

He devised a plan 
wherein his niece, Queen 
Esther, would stand be-
fore King Ahasuerus, 
show him evidence of the 
plot against her people 
and ask him to intervene. 
Fearing her own safety, 
Esther pleaded with Mor-
decai: “All the king’s ser-
vants and the people of 
the king’s provinces know 
that, if any man or woman 
goes to the king inside the 
inner court without being 
called, there is but one law: 
to be put to death (Esther 
4:11a).” 

In response to Esther, 
Mordecai replied: “Who 
knows? Perhaps you have 
come to royal dignity 
for just such a time as 
this (4:14b).” Th rough 
Mordecai’s insistence that 

Esther do something in 
response to the tragedy 
that awaited the Jews, Es-
ther found the strength 
to stand before the Per-
sian king, reveal the plot 
against her people and 
plead for his help. As a 
result, the king listened to 
Esther, seized Haman, and 
the nation of Israel was 
saved.

Th ough most of us are 
not royalty, or have the 
ability to stand before roy-
alty, we all have a sphere 
of infl uence. Wherever we 
fi nd ourselves during this 
season of our lives, “Who 
knows? Perhaps you [and 
I] have come to [this place] 
for such a time as this.” 

In the wake of these 
recent tragedies, how can 
God use us? What is some-
thing that we can do to 
bring hope, healing, and 
comfort in the lives of the 
people around us? May we 
follow in the footsteps of 
Esther and fi nd our cour-
age to go and do likewise. 

By Th e Rev. Travis 
Russell, Vinton Baptist 
Church

As I think about the 
recent events in Laguna 
Woods, Calif., Buff alo, 
N.Y., and Uvalde, Texas, 
I cannot help but consider 
the hard realities and easy 
responses that come with 
such tragedies. It is hard 
to witness such violence. 
It is hard to make sense of 

it. It is hard to see the ex-
cruciating pain of others, 
and wrestle with the real-
ity that what happened to 
them could happen to us. 

As a result, it is easy 
to get angry about what 
could have been done dif-
ferently to prevent such 
tragedies. It is easy to feel 

Submit your community news and photos to 
vintonmessenger@ourvalley.org.

Glam’r Kiti

SUBMITTED PHOTOSAdrenaline 6
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Submit your community 

news and photos to 

vintonmessenger@ourvalley.org.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Fifty years ago in June 1972

Looking back at Vinton 
Messenger archives from 
50 years ago is always en-
lightening. Back in June 
1972:

Th e Vinton Pool re-
opened with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony after a 
$24,000 renovation proj-
ect. Th e cost to use the 
pool was 50 cents a day 
for children, $1 for those 
over 16. In 2022, the pool 
is permanently closed with 
discussions underway 
about its future use as a 
park.

Th e Town of Vinton 
had started on summer 
paving in June 1972. Th e 
allotment for paving Rud-
dell Road from Mt. View 
to Lendy’s, Fourth Street, 
Etna Avenue, Highland 
Road, the new Niagara 
Road from Hardy to the 
Lake Drive Swim Club, 
Bedford Avenue, Vin-
ton Heights, Shelbourne 
Avenue, Clearview from 
Hardy past the Lake Drive 
Shopping Center, and 
Duke Drive was $15,000. 

Th e paving budget in 
2022 is $1 million—al-
though that is about three 
times higher than usual 
due to one-time funds.

Th ere was discussion 
of having two area code 
numbers in Virginia—804 
and 703.

Th e Tootin’ Terriers 
from William Byrd High 
School (59 of them plus 
12 chaperones and some 
Lions Club members) 
were preparing to leave 
on a band trip to Mexico 
to perform at the Interna-
tional Lions Club Conven-
tion in Mexico City. Th ey 
also performed in a parade 
with over 100 bands from 
all over the world.

Band members had 
spent months raising funds 
for the trip ($22,000). 
Th ey sold cushions, home-
made candy, tickets for 
a color TV, held a talent 
show, conducted a Miss 
William Byrd Band Pag-
eant, and promoted a 
subscription campaign for 
Th e Vinton Messenger. 
Steve King was the band 
director at the time.

Almost all of the spots 
at Lake Drive Plaza were 
fi lled and the center was 
planning a three-day 
Grand Opening Gala. 
Stores included: Kroger, 
the Virginia ABC Store, 
Keystone Shoes, White’s 
Auto Store, G.C. Murphy, 
Sidney’s, People’s Federal 

Savings and Loan, SupeRx, 
the Bank of Virginia of the 
Roanoke Valley, Hallmark, 
Dr. David Armstrong, 
Optometrist, and Dr. Da-
vid Blac, Dentist.

A groundbreaking cer-
emony was held for a new 
sanctuary and education-
al building for Mineral 
Springs Baptist Church on 
Route 24.

Th e Vinton Lions Club 
was celebrating the com-
munity service projects 
members had completed 
during the year: donating 
$4,000 to the Eye Bank 
of Virginia, funding 16 
eye exams and 17 pairs of 
glasses for the State Eye 
Conservation Committee; 
donating $5,200 to the 
Vinton First Aid Crew to 
purchase a boat and trailer, 
and emergency communi-
cations systems for mem-
bers; $2,500—plus time 
and labor—to install and 
paint the football score-
board at William Byrd, 
and a donation of $585 for 
the Marching Terrier trip 
to Mexico. And these were 
just a few of their projects.

Th e town was willing 
to go halves with property 
owners who wanted curb-
ing and gutters installed 
along their property at 
a cost of $1.65 per run-
ning foot for the property 
owner.

Town Council adopted 
a budget of $821,696—a 
25% increase—without 
upping taxes. Th e new 
budget would hire more 
police department em-
ployees, renovations at 
Town Hall, salary increases 
for municipal employees, 
and work toward establish-
ing an independent water 
system for the Town of 
Vinton. In 2022, the FY23 
budget is approximately 
$17 million.

Treasurer Elizabeth 
Harvey pointed out to 
Mayor Gus Nicks that 
there was an increasing gap 
between pay for male and 
female administrative em-
ployees of the town.

Heavy rains and fl ash 
fl oods closed the Vinton 
sewage treatment plant for 
24 hours that month and 
caused damages of about 
$50,000 throughout the 
town. For a brief time, all 
roads into Vinton were 
blocked by high water 
at low-level bridges. Th e 
Fire Department and First 
Aid Crew assisted many 
residents in pumping out 
basements (some with as 
much as 3.5 feet of water) 
and evacuating buildings.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Lake Drive Plaza was celebrating its Grand Opening in June 1972.

The Tootin’ Terrier Marching Band from William Byrd flew to Mexico City to perform.

PHOTOS FROM THE VINTON MESSENGER ARCHIVES/VINTON HISTORY MUSEUM
Mineral Springs Baptist Church broke ground for their church on Route 24.

RECIPES

PHOTO BY KATERYNA MOSKALOVA
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. 
Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, Bi-
ble Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCI-
PLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, Roa-
noke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship Services 
every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry Brace. We 
look forward to seeing you this Sunday!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST - 7165 
Cloverdale Rd., Roanoke, 24019; beside the Bote-
tourt Athletic Club. Leave message 992-4385. 
Sunday Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday Bible Study, 6 p.m. Please come 
visit us in person or get to know about us fi rst by 
visiting our web page: daleridgechurchofchrist.
net.  Updated each week with a new sermon by 
Mike Mazzalongo, four minutes of video show-
ing our nearly six acres of land and our beautiful, 
functional inside facilities, articles, events, news 
from Christian sources around the world and here 
locally plus much, much more. See how many 
ways Dale Ridge is “Reaching Out There” to the 
Roanoke Valley with the “Good News of Jesus. 
By clicking on “visit us virtually” real time ac-
cess to our Worship services is available via your 
computer, a tablet or smartphone: Just follow the 
instructions. We believe in the inspired Word of 
God which is as relevant today as it was when it 
was written. We believe the Holy Spirit is a gift 
to every Christian upon their response to the Gos-
pel as demonstrated by the 3000 obedient souls in 
(Acts 2:38). We believe Jesus is the only author of 
our salvation. (Acts 4:12) Have you been looking 
for a church family that is progressive, outside the 
box thinkers, led by the Holy Spirit into all truth. 
(John 16:13). You will know we are His disciples 
by our love for one another. (John 13:35) Real time 
contact thru our website via email.
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feather 
Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-890-
1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 

Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study 10 a.m.
ECKANKAR

ECKANKAR, THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL FREEDOM, 
is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  How-
ever, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound Services and 
other ECK programs are currently available online through 
Zoom.  Visit www.eck-va.org for program listings, www.
meetup.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will return your 
call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for more information 
about how the teachings of Eckankar lead you to spiritual 
freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vinton, (corner 
of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 982-3694. Pastor-Tim 
Wright. Sunday, 10 AM - Worship Service, SuperChurch for 
Children; Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 Hardy 
Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. Davis (540) 
342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, stti-
mothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bi-
ble Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 11:00am; 
Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; Monday 
Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch Class 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; 
Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

I Need Help
Read Psalms 11:1 through 18:50

Many of the Psalms are full of praise to God. We sometimes visu-
alize David as peacefully strumming a harp as he quietly watches 
a   ock of sheep grazing on a grassy slope. Psalm 13 presents a 
different picture.

David apparently had doubts, troubling thoughts, and enemies. 
Things did not always go well for him. In the   rst part of this 
psalm, David, in authentic transparency, expressed some real con-
cerns. He apparently had enemies who were getting a little too close 
for comfort. The amazing part is how, in spite of the chaos around
him, David made a decision to trust God.

But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salva-
tion (Psalm 13:5).

Everything does not always go well for us either. We face chal-
lenges that seem overwhelming, and we do not always see a clear
path through the jungle of everyday life. But God is our Source of
help, and we can trust Him to get us through!

Prayer Suggestion: Father, I do not feel up to the task that is before
me at times, but I have decided that I will trust You.

Quicklook: Psalm 13:1–6

all those areas. Although 
we have most of her les-
sons virtually, she man-
ages to exceed expecta-
tions on a regular basis. 
Alyssa is a true class act 
at a very young age.”

Matt Graybill, “Speak 
Softly, Love” and “The 
Godfather Waltz.” 
“Matt is another adult 
who thinks every single 
note, dynamic, and mu-
sical marking should be 
played to perfection, 
and I’ve had very little 
luck persuading him 
otherwise. He has al-
ways been a quick study, 
and he is ready, willing, 
and able to take on sev-
eral new pieces at once.”

Peter Anderson, “Ju-
rassic Park.” “Peter was 
recently part of the 
North Cross School 
Spring Musical cast. He 
excels in music theory, 
including great trans-
posing skills. He also 
enjoys other school and 
community activities 
like basketball and cross 
country. Even when we 
Zoom our lessons, he’s 
fun to have on board.”

Maddie Dooley, 
“Pastorale.” “Maddie 
is sweet, spunky, tal-
ented, and prepared. 
She is always ready to 
do more than expected 
and has grown so much 
in the area of perfor-
mance. She absolutely 
adores taking care of her 
animals, as well as just 
hanging out with them. 
It wouldn’t surprise me 
to hear that she has tak-
en a keyboard outside 
for a barnyard concert.”

Norah Laughing-
house, “In Christ 
Alone.” “Norah is one 
of the most thoughtful 
and kind people I know. 
To be so young, she is 
quietly wise beyond her 
years and those qualities 
are truly assets when it 
comes to appreciating 
the therapeutic value of 
music. When she selects 
a piece to work on, I can 

be sure she will give it 
100%.”

Alana Kiedrowski, 
“Aura Lee.” “Alana is 
that person we would all 
like to call our friend. 
Facing a few obstacles 
in her life only makes 
her a stronger and more 
optimistic lady who I’m 
delighted to visit with 
each week. No mat-
ter how frustrated my 
day has been, in walks 
Alana and it’s all for-
gotten. She was recent-
ly crowned Honorary 
Princess at the Staunton 
River High School Se-
nior Prom which shows 
the love of her peers for 
her. And nobody plays 
‘Happy Birthday’ with 
the enthusiasm and 
grace that she does.”

Margaret Bryant, 
“Amazing Grace.” “Mar-
garet is an adult student 
who has that special 
“piano touch” which is 
a God-given gift. Since 
taking lessons, it’s been 
my pleasure to hear her 
prep for her Sunday 
morning preludes at 
church and to see her 
confidence grow each 
and every week. After 
a stressful day at work, 
she arrives ready to wind 
down by playing several 
beautiful hymns as well 
as lesson book assign-
ments. She’s a lovely 
lady who uses her talent 
in the loveliest of ways.”

Abbie Dooley, “The 
Other Side” and “Night 
of the Tarantella.” “Ab-
bie has been expanding 
her music horizons for 
years now, and she has 
never stopped prepar-
ing to the best of her 
ability. She plays a vari-
ety of music genres and 
doesn’t shy away from 
more complex arrange-
ments. She has become 
proficient in ‘making a 
piece her own’. Abbie is 
now using her talent to 
play piano for church. 
What a blessing she will 
be in that capacity.”

Tyler Jones, “My In-
vention.” “Tyler has a 
laid back, fun-loving 
attitude toward his pur-
suit of music. His extro-
verted personality and 
kind demeanor are spe-
cial.”

Maggie Laughing-
house, “Build Me Up, 
Buttercup.” “Maggie is 
one of those people who 
lights up the room when 
she walks in a room. She 
plays the piano with 
zest, especially when 
she picks out the music, 
but she knows the im-
portance of keeping up 
with the basics. She is 
a busy young lady with 
school, church activi-
ties, sports, and being 
a ‘Mother Hen’ help-
ing her mother keep up 
with her baby brother.”

Mazlynn Otey, “New 
World Symphony” and 
the duet “Deep and 
Wide.” “Mazlynn is a 
diva in the most awe-
some way. She never 
shys away from a new 
piece of music, always 
wants to be assigned 
more, and is downright 
upset if a worksheet is 
not part of her weekly 
lesson. She is a little 
live wire who brings her 
very best to every lesson 
and what more could 
any teacher ask?’

Courtney Walls, 
“Meet the Flintstones.” 
“Courtney always en-
joys our games and floor 
piano antics, but she’s 
also come a long way in 
taking on more serious 
music challenges. She 
enjoys cheering, bas-
ketball, traveling with 
her family, and special 
girls’ nights out with 
her friends. She is a po-
lite little lady who is a 
good listener, not only a 
great quality for a piano 
student, but for anyone 
in general.”

Vivian Olsen, “It’s a 
Small World.” “Vivian 
is relatively new and 
making steady progress 

and developing a good 
and consistent practice 
schedule. She is a great 
sport as well.”

Elizabeth Martinez, 
“Fascination” and “All 
Through the Night.” 
“I’m really proud of the 
progress she’s made in 
piano and as a student 
leader at William Byrd 
Middle School. She and 
her partner developed 
a presentation about 
the inequities of cur-
rent SOL testing which 
took them to both the 
state legislature and the 
county school board. 
Musically this lovely 
young lady just shines 
brighter and brighter 
with every performance. 
She never stops striving 
to excel and it shows.”

Olive Laughing-
house, “The Princess 
Waltz.” “This young 
lady hasn’t yet com-
pleted a full year of les-
sons, but she is rocking 
her music assignments 
each and every week. I 
never have to remind 
her about practicing, 
or reviewing theory, be-
cause she is continually 
looking ahead for more 
to do! Smart, sassy (yet 
respectful), Olive is pre-
paring for a great future 
in piano, as well as any-
thing else she decides to 
tackle.”

Siena Hurst played 
several selections in the 
prelude to the recital, 
including “Yankee Doo-
dle” and “Supercalifra-
gilisticexpialidocious.” 
“Sienna is another one 
of those special people 
who grace our lives with 
the kind of positive atti-
tude that most of us can 
only wish we had. She 
never lets negativity in-
vade her space. She has 
taken to the piano with 
such enthusiasm and 
dedication, and she con-
siders herself fortunate 
to have music as a new 
challenge. Regardless of 
any obstacle that’s been 

thrown at her,  she just 
uses that obstacle as an-
other stepping stone. 
It’s been wonderful to 
work with her in piano, 
and more wonderful to 
have her as a friend.”

Chukie Elechi, “My 
Faith Looks Up to 
Thee” and “Come Bless 
the Lord.”  “Chukie is 
a treasure in so many 
ways, not the least 
of which is his music 
journey the past twelve 
years. He practices; he 
doesn’t show frustra-
tion; and he has come 
so far over the years, be-
cause he never gives up.”

Mimi Olsen, “Morn-
ing.” “Mimi is one of 
the most dedicated and 
motivated students I 
have. She never fails to 
complete an assignment; 
she practices consis-
tently; and she wants to 
improve weekly. What 
more could I ask?”

Sofie Ingraham, “Tell 
Me the Story of Jesus,” 
“Lead Me to Calvary,” 
and “A Marvel Melody.” 
“Sophie amazes me. 
She’s smart, spunky, and 
plays the most difficult 
pieces like they were 
written only for her per-
sonal pleasure. Most of 
all, I’ve seen her grow in 
her music choices, in-
cluding beautiful hymns 
which she incorporates 
into her own style.”

Kendall Adams, “Do 
Re Mi.” Kendall is a very 
polite young lady to 
teach and it’s a pleasure 
to see her walk through 
my door on Wednesday. 
She realizes the impor-
tance of practice and is 
quite pleased when she 
sees that work ethic pay 
off. She is a well-round-
ed fifth grade student at 
W. E. Cundiff.”

Katie Cataldo, 
“Ocean Waves.” “Katie 
has had less than three 
months of instruction 
but has exhibited out-
standing dedication, 
preparation, and a de-

lightful piano presence. 
I couldn’t believe she 
wanted to participate 
so soon in a recital, but 
she decided that she 
wanted to dive right in 
and she certainly made 
the right choice. Her 
beautiful smile and her 
quiet sweet personality 
are truly gifts.”

Logan Jones, “Casey 
Jones” and “This Train.” 
“Logan is structured, 
intelligent, opinionat-
ed, clever, talented and 
funny. Since beginning 
piano in elementary 
school, he has never 
accepted mediocrity. 
He is a rising senior 
at William Byrd High 
School.”

Students unable to 
participate in the Spring 
Recital include Chloe 
Conner, Madison Hare, 
Teresa Nester, Stephanie 
O’Donnell, Dot Phil-
lips, Julia Russ, Frank 
Stiff, and Kaylynn Wil-
son.

For the first time in 
12 years, two students 
tied for the Star Piano 
Student Award, Alyssa 
Walker and Elizabeth 
Martinez. This rec-
ognition is not based 
solely on talent and 
performance, but also 
on the student’s atti-
tude, respectfulness, 
on-time completion 
of all assigned projects 
and going above and 
beyond what’s required 
of them. Both met and 
exceeded these require-
ments.

“Alyssa will be a sev-
enth grader at Read 
Mountain Middle 
School and Elizabeth 
is a rising freshman 
at William Byrd High 
School,” McCulloch 
said in presenting the 
awards. “Both are out-
standing in academics 
and excel in sports as 
well. Their talent and 
dedication to music 
blossom in every single 
lesson!”

Recital from page 1

www.vintonmessenger.com
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To place 
your ad,

call 
389-9355

HAVE 
SOMETHING 

TO SELL?

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

STATEWIDE       
ADS

STATEWIDE       
ADS

For Sale - Firewood

For Sale - Misc

Help Wanted

For Rent

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - Craig 
County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Phone:(804)545-2500
Facsimile: (804)545-2378
TACS No.: 647066

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power dur-
ing utility power outages, so 
your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-

teed to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer - $500 Discount + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Afford-
able Print and Digital Advertis-
ing Solutions reaching potential 
candidates. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  HY-
PERLINK “https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com” https://hiltonoliv-
erattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral 
and other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://www.
Life55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires June 30, 2022. If you call the 
number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie 

or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review 
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. 

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 6.30.22

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

STATEWIDE       
ADS

STATEWIDE       
ADS



PAGE 10 • Thursday, June 23, 2022 • The Vinton Messenger www.ourvalley.org

MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER
Riley Fox, Loan Officer
NMLS# 2310076

540-314-1966
rfox@cfmortgagecorp.com
www.cfmortgagecorp.com/Riley-Fox

NMLS# 147312

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688

PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

LOOKING TO BUY USED CARS!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

JOHN’S CAMERAS & RECORDS 
540-320-4448

johnhasrecords@gmail.com

WE BUY 
VINYL RECORDS

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

jemcoincollections
@gmail.com

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

The William Byrd girls jayvee and varsity basketball teams competed in a team camp at Emory & Henry College recently and had 
a good week. The two teams combined for a 12-6 record in games played. “More importantly,” said coach Randy Bush, “they 
definitely came together as a team. They endured hot gyms, short benches and a ghost story. It was a great three days.” Above 
left, Logan Andrews plays defense for the Terriers. Right, girls pose for a group photo. PHOTOS BY ALVIN MACAULEY & SAMMI WEBSTER

BYRD GIRLS COMPETE 
AT E&H HOOP CAMP

Roanoke Area Youth Softball Association(RAYSA) 
tournaments are being held at Darrell Shell Park 
in south Roanoke County this week and Vinton 
and Mount Pleasant teams are participating. 
In the five team 10 and under division Vinton 
opened with a loss to Salem on Monday, then 
dropped a game to Glenvar on Tuesday to 
be eliminated from the double elimination 
tournament. As of Wednesday Salem and North 
Roanoke were still alive in the winners’ bracket 
while Glenvar and South County were hanging 
on in the losers’ bracket. The championship 
is scheduled for Friday night. Mount Pleasant 
has a team in the four team 13 and under 
tournament, which opened Tuesday. South 
County Red defeated the MP “Crush” and sent 
Mount Pleasant to the losers’ bracket, where 
they were scheduled to play South County 
White on Wednesday night. Craig County and 
South County Red were playing in the winners’ 
bracket that night and the championship is 
also scheduled for Friday. Above left, Jenna 
Cruz of Mount Pleasant knocks the ball loose 
with her slide to score a run on Tuesday. Above 
right, Anya Moore of the Crush is tagged out 
just before reaching the plate. Right, Vinton 
10-U coach Gary Janney talks things over with 
Charlie Tyree and, far right, Hayden Janney 
pitches for Vinton. Below left, Serenity Jones 
handles an outside pitch and, below right, 
Nicole Eggleston takes a rip.

Local teams in RAYSA 
softball tournaments

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
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LOST DOG
1 (540) 647-8777

ATTENTION!!!
Dog had heart/thyroid problems that require medication.

Missing from the Lakeside Plaza area of Salem 
since Thursday, June 16, 2022. French bulldog, Milo. 

He has health issues and needs his meds daily. 
His family misses him tremendously. 

Please contact us with any leads.

$500
Reward

ARE YOU READY?

Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

1135 VINYARD RD, VINTON, VA 24179  |  ROSIESGAMING.COM  

her about breaking bones at 
her age.

At her next appearance 
at the center, she refrained 
from falling on the fl oor. 
She explained about frag-
ile bones when asked by 
her students why she had 
changed her routine. One 
of her special needs stu-
dents responded, “You 
might be getting older and 
losing your attractiveness, 
but you have a really good 
heart and I like that!” 

Another trait that many 
of her special students have 
which she has tried to emu-
late is their organizational 
skills, with routines, struc-
ture, and everything in its 
place.

Music lessons are benefi -
cial in many ways to those 
with special needs, other 
than learning notes and 
technique, or improving 
motor skills.

“My son, Logan, has 
always loved music,” said 
Stephanie Jones. “It has 
always been very comfort-
ing to him. He has taken 
piano since he was 10 years 
old. He is now 17. Mrs. 
Carol McCulloch is such 
a patient, caring, loving, 
and intuitive piano teacher. 
When I asked Logan why 
he loves piano he told me 
that it makes him happy. 
He said it calms him.” 

“Sienna [Hurst], age 27, 
found her interest in learn-
ing to play the piano during 
the long days of the pan-
demic,” says her caregiver, 
Dee Burks. “She pulled out 
a little keyboard given to 
her years ago by her great 
aunt. She reached out to 
her dear friend, Carol Mc-
Culloch, for lessons. A year 
and a half later, Sienna has 
found great joy and accom-
plishment as she has her 
own keyboard and partici-
pated in her fi rst recital. She 
frequently asks if her aunt 
would be proud of her. ‘I’m 
sure she is listening from 
heaven with a smile on her 
face’ is my reply.”

“Our daughter Alana, 
age 20, who has Down 
Syndrome has been taking 
lessons with Carol since last 
September,” said Loretta 
Kiedrowski. “Alana feels so 
proud and confi dent that 
she can play songs by her-
self. We were blessed to fi nd 
Lala’s piano and couldn’t be 
happier with her lessons. 
To say that Carol is kind 
and patient is an under-
statement. She truly loves 
her students and selfl essly 
shares her musical gift and 
talent with them. A special 
moment we will always 
remember is when Alana 
played ‘Happy Birthday’ on 
our keyboard for her neph-
ew Taylor’s fi rst birthday.”

McCulloch says it’s 
not just the special needs 
students she has received 
blessings from—it is also 
the camaraderie of all her 
students and their families, 
and their support and care 
for one another.

“I appreciate the grace 
and love all my students 
show one another,” Mc-
Culloch says.

For more information 
on music classes with Carol 
McCulloch for students of 
all ages and ability levels, 
visit her website at  www.
lalaspianoplayers.com.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Sienna Hurst has overcome so many obstacles to accomplish her piano goals. She 
loves using pictures and other crafts to enhance her music, and performed at her 
very first recital this month. Sienna prefers to have the keyboard keys labeled with 
a number system instead of letters for the notes.

The Jones Brothers, Tyler (left) and Logan, with Carol McCulloch delighted the 
audience at the Spring Recital on June 5.

McCulloch from page 1

fi ed to teach piano perfor-
mance, she decided to put 
the emphasis on teaching 
the “love of music” using 
the piano as a tool.

McCulloch started pia-
no lessons herself at age 7 
or 8. She fondly recalls a 
piano teacher who made 
lessons fun and allowed 
students’ input into what 
they would learn and has 
patterned that approach.

She started out with fi ve 
students and has expanded 
from there. She has taught 
individual lessons and even 
groups of students through 
Lutheran Family Services. 
She teaches at her home 
in Vinton and virtually 
through Zoom. 

She is a master of adapt-
ability in meeting the 
needs of all her students, 
whether they are typical or 
have special requirements. 
Her special needs students 
include those with Down 
Syndrome, dyslexia, those 
on the Autism spectrum 
and with attention defi cit 
disorders, and even those 
with visual impairments.

McCulloch says it’s her 
philosophy to teach unique 
lessons to each student, 
designed specifi cally for 
them—“I don’t teach any-
one the same way.” 

Th ere is not a standard 

lesson series; she uses more 
than one program for the 
basics. She likes to seek in-
put from her students on 
what genres of music ap-
peal most to them and in-
corporate their wishes and 
even their interests outside 
of music. She spends time 
evaluating how they learn 
best.

She teaches using 
games, a fl oor piano, races 
and competitions, a “crazy” 
bag of prizes, a keyboard 
(labeled with numbers, not 
letters on the keys) and the 
grand piano in her living 
room.

McCulloch says she has 
learned far more from her 
students than they have 
learned from her.

One of the personality 
traits she admires the most 
about her special needs 
students is their honesty, 
to the point of bluntness in 
some cases.

She tells the story of 
a group lesson on pitch– 
high notes and low notes– 
at the Lutheran center. She 
was doing a rousing imita-
tion of Jerry Lee Lewis at 
the piano, which conclud-
ed with her falling to the 
fl oor at the end to empha-
size the low notes. When 
her doctor (Dr. Rhea) 
found out, he cautioned 

cation, and love from our 
beloved Ms. Carol is this 
possible.”

McCulloch credits God 
with this second career and 
a second chance, as well. 
She graduated from col-
lege with a degree in Eng-
lish and Journalism. She 
taught and worked in other 
related fi elds, always with 
a thought for the inequi-
ties experienced by special 
needs students in the back 
of her mind until life gave 
her a big push in their di-
rection. She experienced 
the life-altering death of 
a family member and the 
birth of a grandchild with 
spina bifi da. 

She and friends estab-
lished a recreation group 
at Cave Spring Baptist 
Church for special needs 
students, “Friday Night 
Friends.” 

She took a leap of faith 
and put out feelers to see 
if anyone was interested in 
private music/piano lessons 
for individuals with special 
needs. Not feeling quali-
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