
If you spend too much 
time watching the news, 
you may conclude that there 
aren’t many really good peo-
ple left in the world. I beg to 
diff er. Th ere are hard-work-
ing students with loving, 
supportive families, teachers 
who care deeply, and com-
munities who rally around 
when there are challenges to 
overcome. 

Case in point—Cadin 
Byrd, a senior at William 
Byrd High School, Class of 
2023. Cadin has navigated 
his way through some seri-
ous challenges in his life with 
fortitude and determination, 
along with support from his 
parents, dedicated teachers, 
and a soccer coach and team 
at Roanoke College.

According to his mother, 
Terra Byrd, “Cadin has over-
come many battles in life, 
but he doesn’t let that stop 
him; he has fought through 
every single one. Cadin and 
his twin sister Braelyn were 
born three months early 
and spent three months in 
the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit (NICU) fi ghting for 
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Haley Has It For Less...
                For Vinton!
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$100 Off Your Best Deal!

Haley Toyota

 PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Marching Terriers percussionist Cadin Byrd (on left) 
and WBHS Director of Bands Dan Plybon in the stands 
before the game on September 16.

Rec league teams recognized at William Byrd football game

Friday, September 16, 
was “Rec Night” at the 
William Byrd High School 
football game. Th is is an 
annual event. Children and 
youth who are cheerleaders 
or on soccer, fl ag football, or 
tackle football teams, parade 
in front of the grandstands, 
waving to their families and 
the crowd as their names are 
announced. Th is year, the 
teams took the fi eld after-
ward to welcome the Terriers 
football players with the tra-
ditional “Hum” spirit song, 
followed by the National 
Anthem performed by the 

Marching Terriers and the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Th e following soccer 
teams were recognized:

U8 Vinton Comets: 
Benjamin Davidson, Axton 
Kelley, Remington Chewn-
ing, Hank Regal, Luciana 
Rossello, Carson Epps, Ca-
son Grubb, Gracie Havens, 
Maya Jones, Cora Partsch, 
Remy Lowe, Tucker Laff er-
ty, Lucas Romeo, and Char-
lie Ralph, coached by Mor-
gan Romeo, Todd Lowe, 
and Justin Havens.

U8 Vinton Grasshop-
pers: Gia Henderson, Bristol 
Hershel, Olivia Summers, 

Kloey Garcia, Londyn Ter-
rell, Mina Holdren, Emma 
Mikesell, Lucy Bernard, 
Emery Staples, Eli Smith, 
Jaxon Snyder, Colton Gor-
don, Jayden Lewis, and 
Odin McKinney, coached 
by Mike Terrell.

U10 Boys Vinton Strik-
ers: Hunter Havens, Cael 
Sink, Michael Ensminger, 
Walker Herald, Nicholas 
Alatorre, Weston LaBrie, 
Zeke Pack, Grayson Webb, 
Jase Jennelle, Ja’Lyn Harri-
son, Jude Failes, Alexander 
Shepherd, Kristian Schullt, 
coached by Head Coach 
Justin Havens and Assistant 

Th rasher Memorial UMC 
gathers in annual Prayer Circle

Th e congregation at Th rasher Memo-
rial United Methodist Church in Vin-
ton gathered to pray for the church, the 
community, and the world with their 
annual Prayer Circle on the morning of 
September 18. Th rasher has three ser-
vices on Sunday mornings at 8:00, 9:00, 
and 11 a.m. Members of all three ser-
vices assembled mid-morning to form 
the circle around the church’s exterior.

Participants surrounded the church 
and faced inward at fi rst, praying silent-
ly for its ministries, staff , members, and 
missions. 

At the tolling of a bell fi ve minutes 
later, they turned outward towards the 
community to pray for their neigh-
bors, the Vinton community, schools, 
workplaces, fi rst responders, the sick 
and needy, those who embrace other 

religions, the state, the nation, and the 
world at large.

Th e Prayer Circle became a tradition 
in September 2014 with the Th rasher 
Memorial UMC Prayer Ministry Team. 
Th e event is brief, but the church hopes 
to make a signifi cant impact through 
the power of prayer in these challeng-
ing times. 

“What a joy to experience my fi rst 
prayer circle at Th rasher Memorial 
UMC on September 18,” said Th rash-
er’s new Lead Pastor John Hemming. 
“I am thankful to the church’s Prayer 
Ministry Team for organizing the event. 
We prayed for the ministry and mission 
of the church. We prayed for the com-
munity, asking God for the strength to 
off er Christ to others in all we say and 
do. Come, Holy Spirit, make us more 
like Jesus. Holy God, help us bring your 
kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 
Amen.” 

 PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The congregation at Thrasher Memorial United Methodist Church on Washington 
Avenue in Vinton held their annual Prayer Circle on September 18, encircling the 
church to pray for the church, the community, and the world at large.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Vinton Rec League teams were recognized prior to the Terriers football game on 
September 16. These young athletes are from the 8U Terriers tackle football team.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Band, sports, community 
help William Byrd 
student overcome obstacles

their lives.”
“In second grade, Cadin 

was diagnosed with Spastic 
Diplegia, which is extremely 
tight hamstrings,” his moth-
er says. “He used to wear 
braces on his legs but was 
able to come out of them in 
ninth grade because he was 
doing so well. Although his 
legs have improved, they still 
get tired easily and hurt af-
ter spending long hours on 
them.” 

Th at didn’t stop Cadin 
from wanting to join the 
marching band at William 
Byrd High School. (He be-

gan playing trombone in 
sixth grade with much en-
couragement from Denise 
Aspell, Director of Bands 
at William Byrd Middle 
School)

“Cadin expressed an in-
terest in being a part of the 
marching band as an 8th 
grade student,” said Dan 
Plybon, Director of Bands at 
WBHS. “We felt that, given 
his physical challenges, the 
front ensemble would be a 
good place for him to par-
ticipate.” Plybon and Marc 
Hinkle, another WBHS 
teacher with a music back-

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Cadin Byrd, page 3

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Football Game, page 6
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Who knew—William Booth of 
Vinton wired the Mill Mountain Star

The next time you visit the 
Mill Mountain Star, stop and 
look at the plaque honoring 
William Henry Booth, the 
lead electrician when the star 
was constructed back in 1949. 
Booth and his wife Mildred 
lived on Bowman Street in 
Vinton for about 50 years.

Booth worked for 
Jefferson Electric Company 
in Roanoke, awarded the job 
of wiring the star, built by 
Kinsey Sign Company with 
assistance from Roanoke Iron 
and Bridge Works. Kinsey 
designed and erected the star; 
Roanoke Iron and Bridge 
Works designed the steel 
structure.

According to the City of 
Roanoke, the Roanoke Star 
was initially created to be a 
seasonal Christmas decoration 
shining over the city during 
the holiday shopping season. 
The Roanoke Merchants 
Association sponsored the 
project, and the star was 
supposed to be dismantled in 
1950 after the holiday season. 
Instead, it still stands some 73 
years later and has become a 
“regional icon” and popular 
tourist attraction.

An application for 
placement on the National 
Register of Historic Places 
explains further, “During the 
prosperous years after World 
War 11, the Merchants 
Association began thinking 
of ideas for decorations--

something elaborate that 
would put Roanoke on the 
map’ and increase trade in the 
city. Although nobody knows 
whose idea it was, Roanoke’s 
Christmas Street committee 
is credited with the idea to 
build a huge neon star on top 
of Mill Mountain to tie in 
with the then-existing multi-
colored stars on the downtown 
streets. It was decided that 
the star would be financed 
through contributions made 
by downtown merchants. 
The final cost of the project 
reached a little over $27,000.” 
Now, it’s priceless.

The application continues, 
“The citizens of Roanoke 
quickly fell in love with 
the giant neon Star and 
demanded that it remain 

illuminated every night 
of the year, and not just at 
Christmas, as was its original 
intent. Since 1949, the star 
has been painted, turned off, 
turned red, studied, argued 
over, suggested for removal, 
criticized, voted the number 
one ‘visitors attraction’ 
and ‘the place to take your 
mom,’ loved, worshipped, 
and adored, and is turned on 
every night until midnight. 
For many Roanoke Valley 
residents, it is the symbol of 
being home, and for all, it is 
the symbol of Roanoke.”

The star was so popular 
that it received nationwide 
attention, including coverage 
in Life Magazine and the 
newspapers of New York, 
Washington, Detroit, 
Memphis, Savannah, and 
even Australia.

The Mill Mountain Star 
is the most prominent free-
standing, manufactured 
illuminated metal star in the 
world, visible 60 miles from 
Roanoke in the air. Roanoke 
became known as the “Star 
City of the South” after the 
star was first lit.

As for the specifics, the 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
William Henry Booth of Vinton was the lead electrician 
when the Mill Mountain Star was built and lit in 1949. A 
plaque at the base of the star honors his contribution, 
surrounded by boxwoods transplanted from the family 
home in Vinton.

See William Booth, page 6

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org
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ARE YOU 
READY?

SPOTLIGHT ON TOWN STAFF 

Th e Town of Vinton and 
Th e Vinton Messenger part-
ner to put a spotlight on 
Town of Vinton employees 
during the month of their 
birthdays. Th e town is proud 
to have these individuals on 
staff  and wants to make the 
community aware of who is 
“behind the scenes,” making 
the town operate successfully.

Th e spotlight this week 
is on Patrol Offi  cer Jesse 
Dibble. He was sworn in as a 
member of the Vinton Police 
Department in May 2022.

Dibble is a military vet-
eran, having served in the 
United States Navy from 
1994-1996. He has been a 
sworn offi  cer since 2000 and 
started his law enforcement 
career with the Albemarle 

County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce in 
an auxiliary position in court 
security. In 2002 he accept-
ed a job with the Fluvanna 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce as Pa-
trol Supervisor, Narcotics K9 
Handler, SWAT team leader, 
and Field Training Offi  cer.

Offi  cer Dibble joined 
the Franklin County Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce in 2013 when 
he moved to Roanoke. He 
served in an auxiliary capac-
ity but stayed active in patrol 
and the Marine Patrol on 
Smith Mountain Lake.

He has a long history of 
public service, joining the 
Orange County Rescue 
Squad at age 14 as a junior 
squad member and running 
calls until he joined the Navy. 

Dibble is the founder and 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF VINTON
Vinton Patrol Officer Jesse Dibble

Director of the (Master Ser-
geant) George A. Bannar, Jr., 
Scholarship. Bannar was a 
high school friend killed in 
action in 2013 as a Special 
Forces Medic. Th e $1000 
scholarship is awarded annu-
ally to graduating JROTC ca-
dets at Orange County High 
School. 

He is also the co-founder 
and vice president of the 
“Queen City Rucking for 
22,” a veteran and fi rst re-
sponder-based non-profi t de-
signed to align veterans and 
fi rst responders with outreach 
programs to reduce veteran 
and fi rst responder suicides. 

Dibble enjoys spending 
time with his 11-year-old 
daughter and kayaking, hik-
ing, and fi shing.

“Th e Vinton Police De-
partment continues us make 
us proud every day by pro-
viding excellent, exceedingly 
professional service for all 
the citizens of our town,” 
said Vinton Mayor Brad 
Grose. “Th e VPD is fully 
accredited, which means 
the leadership and the offi  -
cers maintain an extremely 
high level of integrity and 
operational excellence. Th e 
members of the Police De-
partment are not only well-
trained and well-equipped, 
but they also truly care 
about the citizens of Vinton. 
Our offi  cers have heard nu-
merous stories going above 
and beyond their duty re-
quirements. Th e Town of 
Vinton is a better, quieter, 
safer place because of the 
dedicated professionals in 
the Vinton Police Depart-
ment like Offi  cer Dibble.”

William Byrd Middle School 
recognizes Staff  Member of 
the Week—Traci Addison

Each week the William Byrd Middle 
School football team honors a staff  mem-
ber selected and voted on by the players. 
Th e recipient is presented with the #88 jer-
sey to pay homage to 1988 when WBMS 
was built. Th e staff  member has the jersey 
for a day to wear on gameday and for dis-
play.

Last week the athletes selected English 
teacher Traci Addison as the Staff  Member 
of the Week. Th e athletes noted Mrs. Ad-
dison’s enthusiasm for English and her fl air 
for bringing reading material to life.

Addison received the Roanoke County 

Schools’ prestigious “Green Apple Award” 
for new teachers during the past school 
year. 

With the Staff  Member of the Week 
Award, Coach Ryan Hutchison is fulfi lling 
a promise made to his late mentor, Coach 
Marty Yuhas, to honor a staff  member for 
their guidance, support, and mentorship 
to student-athletes.  

“Football is a way of life,” Hutchison 
says. “It requires perseverance, hard work, 
sacrifi ce, and dedication. All these traits are 
imparted. Our responsibility as coaches is 
to instill these traits while we can.” SUBMITTED PHOTOWBMS English teacher Traci Anderson

Double Feature concert set for September 24 Mingle at the Market
Th e Mingle at the Market con-

cert on Saturday, September 24, 
will be another double-feature 
presentation—two bands for the 
price of one. Th e Eric Wayne 
Band and the Travis Reigh Band 
will perform on the HomeTrust 
stage at the Vinton Farmers’ Mar-
ket. Reigh will be opening the 
show beginning at 6 p.m. 

Th e Eric Wayne Band says they 
developed their signature south-

ern sound through Country, Rock 
n’ Roll, and Southern Rock roots. 

Travis Reigh is an “on the 
rise” singer and songwriter from 
Southwest Virginia known for 
his “captivating blend of country, 
folk, and rock.” His grandparents, 
renowned country artists Art and 
Helen Hall, inspired him. He be-
gan to play music at an early age 
to cope when his mother and 
brother were both deployed over-

seas after 9/11.
Mingle concerts are sponsored 

by the Vinton Area Chamber of 
Commerce and MemberOne.

Admission is $6 for adults. 
Since this is a family-friendly 
event, kids under 12 enter free.

Th is week’s food truck is Mun-
sey’s Smoke Shack. Th e volunteers 
assisting with this Mingle and giv-
ing back to the community are 
from Trinity Landscaping.

Th ere will be the usual beer gar-
den—ID required. Th e Chamber 
asks that you have your ID out 
and ready for volunteers to check 
to speed up entry to the event.

Bring your own chair. No pets 
are allowed. No outside food or 
drink.

Sponsors for this year’s Mingle 
at the Market concerts include 
Oakey’s, Coastal Insurance Plan-
ning, MemberOne, PFG, Moun-

tain View Real Estate, Fox Radio 
910, ServPro, Winters Storage, 
Bank of Botetourt, the Vinton 
War Memorial, Blue Ridge Bev-
erage, the Greenway Boothe Real 
Estate Team, Roanoke County, 
HomeTrust Bank, the Town of 
Vinton, Food Lion, the Vinton 
Messenger, Farmburguesa, Vertex 
Signs, Magnets USA, Cox, Car-
ilion Clinic, Mayor Brad Grose, 
and KP Strategies.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 The Eric Wayne Band will be featured at the Mingle at the Market concert in Vinton on September 24.Travis Reigh will be performing at Vinton’s Mingle at the Market 

concert on September 24.

Submit your community 

news and photos to 

vintonmessenger @ourvalley.org.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. One of the four Vedas
 5. Part of (abbr.)
 8. At the peak
12. African antelope
14. Expression of satisfac-
tion
15. Yankees’ ace
16. Belittled
18. A baglike structure 
19. Utah Jazz coach Snyder
20. Actress Tomei
21. Explosive
22. Formal for “on”
23. Cruelties
26. Country singer Brad
30. Make very happy
31. Binary compound of 
hydrogen with a metal
32. Albanian currency
33. Subatomic particle
34. Type of salt
39. 007’s creator

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

42. Emerging
44. Railroad fl are
46. Observed
47. Capable of 
reproduction
49. Indicates adjacent 
to
50. Legendary Notre 
Dame coach
51. Not wide
56. An embarrassing 
mistake
57. Pearl Jam’s debut 
album
58. Denotes passerine 
birds
59. Stumble
60. Midway between 
east and southeast
61. W. Indian trees
62. You
63. Pigpen
64. Be aware of

CLUES DOWN
 1. Crease
 2. “Honey” actress Jessica
 3. Broad volcanic crater
 4. Product safety watchdog
 5. Southern Colombian city
 6. Part of a church
 7. Perceptible by touch
 8. Pronounce not guilty of 
criminal charges
 9. Hairpiece
10. Variety acts
11. “Mystic River” actor 
Sean
13. Remove salt
17. Went out with
24. Type of bread
25. Popular Eagles song
26. Philosophy degree
27. Yes vote
28. Passports and licenses 
are two
29. No seats available

35. Pounds per square inch
36. A way to launch an 
attack on
37. The lowest cardinal 
number
38. Popular Miller beer
40. Pokes holes in
41. Closest to
42. Folk singer DiFranco
43. Rivne’s former name
44. Flat ruler
45. Lacking the means to 
do something
47. Cockatoo
48. Dred Scott decision 
deliverer
49. Explosion exclamation
52. Canadian fl yers
53. Houston university
54. At some prior time
55. Red, swollen mark
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ground, taught him how to play 
drums, afterschool. 

“Cadin excelled immediately 
with the drums and cymbals!” Ply-
bon says. “He has a great sense of 
timing that all percussion players 
must have in order to play well. 
Cadin displays a natural ability in 
the percussion section, and we have 
been so happy with him there. He 
continues to play the trombone 
in concert and symphonic band, 
but the front ensemble has been 
the best fi t for him with marching 
band.”

“Cadin worked very hard with 
Mr. Plybon to learn the basics of 
percussion, and I got to work with 
him and the percussion section 
during marching band practices 
many times,” Aspell said. “I no-
ticed how much Cadin enjoyed it 
and made a great group of friends 
there, too. It was great seeing how 
much his smile shined through es-
pecially during performances! We 
are so proud of him and love his 
family!”

Th at’s not the only challenge 
Cadin has overcome. His mother 
says that in 6th grade, Cadin was 
diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma cancer.  

“Th at is when we were intro-
duced to the Team Impact pro-
gram and Roanoke College,” Byrd 
says. 

Team Impact is a national non-
profi t organization that matches 
children facing serious illness and/
or disability with college sports 
teams, creating a long-term, life-
changing experience for everyone 
involved.

Byrd says the family didn’t con-
nect with Roanoke College until 

Team Impact placed Cadin on 
their soccer team. However, “Ca-
din and our family have always 
been huge soccer fans. He is a Bar-
celona fan due to his favorite soc-
cer player, Lionel Messi.”

“Th e coaches and past and 
present players are like family and 
continue to stay in our lives,” Byrd 
says. “Our family looks forward 
to going to every game. Head 
Coach Ryan Pfl ugrad is a won-
derful person and looks at Cadin 
like his own son. Cadin has all of 
the jerseys and gear, just like all the 
other players on the team. Also, 
an award named after him hangs 
in the men’s locker room at Roa-
noke College. It’s the Most Valued 
Player Award, known as the Cadin 
Byrd Award.”

Pfl ugrad and the entire soc-
cer program welcomed Cadin as 
the newest Maroon in September 
2017 when he formally signed 
with the team. He had just got-
ten his hair back in and fi nished 
chemo. He was still doing radia-
tion treatments for cancer that was 
left.

“Cadin was just a young man 
when he fi rst joined the team. He 
was going through treatments and 
the stress that involves, but he has 
always maintained a positive atti-
tude and great resilience, despite 
challenges he faced. He reminds 
us to have gratitude and not take 
anything for granted.” 

“One of most special moments 
in my life and the lives of his soc-
cer teammates was when Cadin 
announced to the team that he 
was cancer-free,” Pfl ugrad said. 
“We have been excited to work 
with him in the Team Impact pro-

gram. We would have welcomed 
him anyway, but it was even more 
special because Cadin absolutely 
loves soccer and has so much 
knowledge about the sport.”

“Cadin is a special person to 
be around. He is a ‘man of few 
words,’ but I have watched him 
grow and mature and watched his 
great qualities develop exponen-
tially. I can hardly believe he is a 
senior in high school. I am excited 
for his future and hope he comes 
to Roanoke College and remains 
‘in and around the soccer pro-
gram.’”

Byrd says, “Cadin and his twin 
sister are seniors this year, and after 
graduation, they both plan to at-
tend Roanoke College. Th e school 
is very dear to our family.”

Coach Pfl ugrad says Cadin’s 
family is always thanking him and 
the soccer team for their impact 
on Cadin’s life, “but we thank 
them because Cadin has probably 
had a bigger impact on us than we 
have had on him.”

Former soccer player Sam Rauf 
was on the Maroons team with 
Cadin. In a blog entitled “What. 
A. Moment,” Rauf shared some of 
his thoughts about Cadin joining 
the team. “My favorite experience 
was not scoring a game-winning 
goal, beating school rivals, or even 
our team’s trip to Barcelona. Even 
though all those things were amaz-
ing, I got to experience something 
that went far beyond the game of 
soccer in meeting a then 11-year-
old boy named Cadin.”

“Our fi rst interactions with 
Cadin and his family came as he 
underwent the recruiting process, 
which included an offi  cial visit 

and tour of the college, an intro-
duction to meet all the players, 
getting hooked up with some gear, 
and signing a letter of intent in 
front of the whole program,” Rauf 
said.

“Th roughout his battles, Cadin 
had received a signed hat from Lio-
nel Messi [a member of the Barce-
lona team] as an incredible gesture 
since Barcelona is Cadin’s favorite 
soccer team. I had thought celebri-
ties such as Messi or other profes-
sional athletes giving back would 
be the only ones who could really 
impact someone in Cadin’s situa-
tion. I extremely underestimated 
the eff ect Cadin joining our team 
was going to have on me and how 
much impact the team was going 
to have on him.”

“As the season went on, Cadin’s 
presence became more and more 
mutually benefi cial. He became 
the closest thing I have to a little 
brother. We had an awesome se-
cret handshake; we would cel-
ebrate goals in practice; he would 
lead the team out on the fi eld for 
our home games; he even traveled 
with us to some away games, and 
his family would invite us over to 
his house to play video games.” 
(Th e coach and team also traveled 
to Vinton to see Cadin perform 
with the Marching Terriers.)

Rauf says, “seeing Cadin be-
came the best part of my and the 
team’s day. All of a sudden, this 
complete stranger, who was 7-10 
years younger than the team, start-
ed to have an immense impact on 
all of us. Seeing him as he was go-
ing through his treatment brought 
inspiration to us to have zero ex-
cuses. If Cadin could go through 

everything he was and still come 
to practices and games to be with 
us, we had no reason to complain 
about tough classes we had or how 
late we were getting back to cam-
pus after a game.”

“Cadin would wear his Roa-
noke gear to his school, and his 
mom would always tell us how 
excited he was to come join us in 
whatever we were doing. Luckily, 
our experience with Cadin did not 
stop there. Th ere is nothing that 
gives me goosebumps as quickly 
as remembering the day Cadin 
walked into our locker room and 
told us he was cancer free!”

“Getting to see that massive 
smile on his face and the relief his 
family had after getting to know 
them so well so quickly made ev-
erything soccer-related completely 
minuscule.”

Th e impact of the team on 
Cadin was immense as well. “As 
one of the last surgeries Cadin was 
going to have, he needed to get a 
port taken out by his heart that 
was used for injections of his treat-
ment. On the day of his surgery, 
Cadin was rocking a Roanoke 
College soccer jersey so we could 
be with him. I think that says it 
all.”

Terra Byrd says band and soccer 
have become a big part of Cadin’s 
life, and “he enjoys every second of 
it. Everyone who comes in contact 
with him says that he has the best 
smile and attitude. I have had band 
kids tell me that when they see and 
talk to Cadin, it makes their day 
better.” 

See, good people are out there 
meeting challenges and helping 
others beat challenges.

Cadin Byrd from page 1

 PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Cadin Byrd performing during the half-time show 
at William Byrd. Cadin plays percussion (drums, 
cymbals, tambourine) in the marching band  and 
trombone in the concert and symphonic bands.

Cadin Byrd officially signed with the Roanoke College Maroons 
soccer team in 2017 through Team Impact. Shown (left to right) are 
Roanoke College soccer Coach Ryan Pflugrad, twin sister Braelyn, 
father Eric Byrd, Cadin Byrd, mother Terra Byrd, and brother Dristin.

Pianist/composer/storyteller 
David Nevue will perform in 
concert on Sunday, October 9, 
at Campbell Memorial Presby-
terian Church in Vinton. Th e 
show begins at 3 p.m. and is 
open to the public.

Nevue will play his most 
famous works, personal favor-
ites, and unique arrangements 
of popular hymns. He is an 
award-winning, internationally 
recognized artist whose piano 
music can be heard on Spo-
tify, Pandora, Amazon Music, 

Apple Music, Alexa, YouTube, 
or virtually anywhere you can 
listen to music.

Nevue has released 17 al-
bums of his original piano 
works and arrangements, in-
cluding two “Piano Album of 
the Year” winners. His latest 
album, “In the Soft Light of 
Grace,” debuted at # 1 for his 
genre on iTunes and Amazon 
and made it into the Top 5 on 
Billboard charts. 

For more information on 
Nevue, visit his website at 

h t t p s : / / w w w. d a v i d n e v u e .
com/  or his Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.com/
davidnevuepiano. If you want 
to listen to some of the most 
beautiful and serene piano mu-
sic you have ever heard, visit 
https://www.davidnevue.com/
listen.htm. 

Th is is a free concert, but a 
love off ering will be taken.

Campbell Memorial is locat-
ed at 1130 Hardy Road, next 
to W. E. Cundiff  Elementary 
School.

Pianist/composer/storyteller David Nevue 
in concert at Campbell Presbyterian

SUBMITTED PHOTO
  Renowned pianist/composer/storyteller David Nevue will be 
performing in concert at Campbell Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Vinton on October 9.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Cadin Byrd with former Roanoke College 
soccer player Sam Rauf.



PAGE 4 • Thursday, September 22, 2022 • The Vinton Messenger www.ourvalley.org

VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. 
Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, Bi-
ble Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCI-
PLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, Roa-
noke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship Services 
every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry Brace. We 
look forward to seeing you this Sunday!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST - 7165 
Cloverdale Rd., Roanoke, 24019; beside the Bote-
tourt Athletic Club. Leave message 992-4385. 
Sunday Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday Bible Study, 6 p.m. Please come 
visit us in person or get to know about us fi rst by 
visiting our web page: daleridgechurchofchrist.
net.  Updated each week with a new sermon by 
Mike Mazzalongo, four minutes of video show-
ing our nearly six acres of land and our beautiful, 
functional inside facilities, articles, events, news 
from Christian sources around the world and here 
locally plus much, much more. See how many 
ways Dale Ridge is “Reaching Out There” to the 
Roanoke Valley with the “Good News of Jesus. 
By clicking on “visit us virtually” real time ac-
cess to our Worship services is available via your 
computer, a tablet or smartphone: Just follow the 
instructions. We believe in the inspired Word of 
God which is as relevant today as it was when it 
was written. We believe the Holy Spirit is a gift 
to every Christian upon their response to the Gos-
pel as demonstrated by the 3000 obedient souls in 
(Acts 2:38). We believe Jesus is the only author of 
our salvation. (Acts 4:12) Have you been looking 
for a church family that is progressive, outside the 
box thinkers, led by the Holy Spirit into all truth. 
(John 16:13). You will know we are His disciples 
by our love for one another. (John 13:35) Real time 
contact thru our website via email.
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feather 
Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-890-
1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 

Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study 10 a.m.
ECKANKAR

ECKANKAR, THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL FREEDOM, 
is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  How-
ever, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound Services and 
other ECK programs are currently available online through 
Zoom.  Visit www.eck-va.org for program listings, www.
meetup.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will return your 
call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for more information 
about how the teachings of Eckankar lead you to spiritual 
freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vinton, (corner 
of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 982-3694. Pastor-Tim 
Wright. Sunday, 10 AM - Worship Service, SuperChurch for 
Children; Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 Hardy 
Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. Davis (540) 
342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, stti-
mothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bi-
ble Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 11:00am; 
Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; Monday 
Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch Class 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; 
Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Vinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
Directory

Vinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
Directory

Read 1 Kings 4:1 through 
6:38

King Solomon was so wise 
that kings all over the world 
heard about Him and sent 
their people to listen to him. 
Solomon wrote many songs 
and proverbs. He knew a lot 
about animals and plants. He 
also wrote the Book of Eccle-
siastes, which teaches us that 
knowing and pleasing God 
are more important than be-
ing wise.

Solomon decided it was time 
to build a temple for God. So, 
four hundred eighty years af-
ter the Israelites left Egypt, 
Solomon began construction 
on the temple. He fi nished it 
just seven years later. It was 
beautiful—made of stone, 

carved wood, and a lot of 

gold. God made a promise to 
Solomon:

“If you follow my decrees, 
observe my laws and keep 
all my commands and obey 
them, I will fulfi ll through 
you the promise I gave to 
David your father. And I will 
live among the Israelites and 
will not abandon my people 
Israel” (1 Kings 6:12–13).

God values obedience above 
all other virtues. That is how 
we show God we love Him. 
In return for our obedience, 
God blesses us and will not 
forsake us.

Thought for Today: Blessing 
will come from God when 
you obey His rules.

Quicklook: 1 Kings 6:11–14

Obeying God
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It was a PAWTY for 
sure! A special little lady—
Kennedy Barker-- turned 
one. She is the daughter 
of Josh Barker and Tori 
Slusher. 

Th e PAWTY was at the 
home of Dale (Bop) Barker. 
So many friends and family 
came out to celebrate, 
including Kim Barker 
(Gigi), Mindy Campbell 
(Mimi), Jimmy Bartley, 
Granddad Jeremiah Slusher 
from Florida, Aunt Abbey 
Halderman and Colton, 
Aunt Katie Halderman, 
Reggie and Aubrey, and 
Trey Toliver. Great grand’s 
in from Floyd included the 
Slusher’s and the Ingram’s, 
the Gaylor’s, the Bennett’s, 
Kassidy Hill, Olivia Adams, 

Nancy Mastry, Me (Angie), 
the Morris’s, the Weeks’, 
Rachel and Wesley Palmer, 
the Wingo’s, Bryce Mullen, 
Katie Corrao, Jensen 
Roberts, and Tyler Becknor. 
I am sure there were some 
others I am missing, but it 
was a great turnout!

Valerie, Kyle, and Cade 
Hendricks attended the VA 
Tech game last Saturday 
to visit with freshman 
son Chase.   He is loving 
his new home away from 
home. Momma, on the 
other hand, might not be 
as happy. Lol. While at 
the VT game, Drake and 
Hannah, who were also 
there, got to meet up for a 
visit.

Th is is just a reminder 
of this week’s Mingle at the 
Market featuring the Eric 
Wayne Band and guest 
Travis Reigh on stage and 
with food truck Munsey’s 
Smoke Shack. 

Fall Festival is coming 

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS
Angie

Chewning
Filling in for Bootie

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Kennedy Barker celebrates her first birthday.

Annual Outdoor 
Craft & Vendor Fair

Sept. 26th  9am-4pm
Belmont Christian Church

State guidelines regarding COVID-19 
will be observed

RAIN DATE OCT. 3

Come see the unique gifts for Christmas 
Everyone is welcome to come and shop

The Salvation Army will also be there with 
a food drive.  Come and support them!

(RAIN DATE 10/8)

25+ CRAFTERS & VENDORS
Also selling hot dogs and chips to go

Belmont Christian Church
1101 Jamison Ave. S.E. Roanoke

Saturday, October 1st 
9am-2pm

Annual Outdoor 
Craft & Vendor Fair

3rd

up in just a couple of weeks 
on October 8 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. in downtown 
Vinton and at the Vinton 
Farmers’ Market. Th ere will 

be food and craft vendors, 
entertainment on two stages, 
children’s activities, and a 
Pet Costume Contest—
something for everyone.

Belmont Christian Church 
hosting annual Craft Fair

S.E. 
Should it rain that 

day, the rain date will 
be October 8. Belmont 

Christian asks you, 
“Please come and check 
out what our vendors 
have to offer.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Belmont Christian Church is holding their annual 
Craft and Vendor sale on October 1. Members of the 
Belmont Christian Church Craft Committee show a 
few of the items that the committee has been working 
on for their booth at the 3rd Annual  Belmont Christian 
Church Craft Show, (left to right) Barbara Brace, 
Chairman; Wanda Law, Vicki Newburn, Sharon Reed 
and Dorenda Plunkett. 

Belmont Christian 
Church will host its 3rd 
Annual Outdoor Craft 
and Vendor Fair on Sat-
urday, October 1, from 
9 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

They have new ven-
dors this year and fa-
vorites from the last two 
years. Those currently 
registered are Granny 
Bean’s Confectionary, 
Mimi’s Fidget Aprons, 
Scentsy, Paparazzi, 
Color Street Nails, Bee 
Wraps by Eva, Red Bird 
Ranch, Kiwi Jewelry, 
Louise Allen’s Hand-
made soaps, waxes--
with so many more par-
ticipants this year. Items 
include resin art and 
jewelry, wood crafts, 
wreaths, food, women’s 
and children’s accesso-
ries, face painting, and 
other various crafts. 

The church is located 
at 1101 Jamison Ave, 

Blue Ridge Baptist 
sponsors Blood Drive 

Blue Ridge Baptist 
Church is sponsoring 
its Third Annual Blood 
Drive on Wednesday, 
October 12, from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
church is located at 
2410 Hardy Road in 

Vinton, near the Blue 
Ridge Parkway over-
pass.

Please consider do-
nating to this important 
cause. There is an ur-
gent need for blood—
the Gift of Life. 

You can sign up on 
the app, call the Red 
Cross, or just walk in 
on the day of the event. 
Visit https://www.red-
cross.org/local/virginia.
html for more informa-
tion.

Submit your 

community 

news and 

photos to 

vintonmessenger

@ourvalley.org.
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Heritage
Quilt

Display

Revolutionary
War Era

Interpreters
and Native
American

Descendants
at the 

Early Cabin

Free
Shuttle
Around

Town

Local Crafters
and Artists

Delicious Food

Music around 
town

Black Smithing at Wysong
Blacksmith Shop

Petting Zoo 
and

Pony Rides

Corvette Heritage Display
Classic Car Display

(weather permitting)

Touch-A-Truck

History Talks
(Courthouse,

James 
Breckinridge, etc/)

HISTORIC 
FINCASTLE

FESTIVAL 2022
Celebrating 250 years 

Saturday, September 24, 2022 
9 am—4 pm   
 
 

 

of Fincastle

Saturday, September 24, 2022 
9 am—4 pm   
 
 

 

SSaturday, September 24, 2022  
9 am—4 pm   
 
 

 

Saturday, September 24, 2022 
9 am——44 ppm    
 
 

(Rain or Shine)  
Presenting Sponsor Gold Sponsor
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Coaches Keith Schult and 
Dustin Shepherd.

U12 Girls Hurricanes: 
Addyson Lutz, Abbey He-
drick, McKenzie Moseley, 
Alexandra Davidson, Lasen 
Elkins, Natalie Onwi, Reece 
Brady, Maci Morrison, Emily 
Th omas, Caroline Johnson, 
Corrine Michalski, Aubrey 
Rowe, Avery Ginter, Berkley 
Cunningham, coached by 
Head Coach Kara Williams 
and Assistant Coaches Jason 
Moseley and Jason Roye.

U12 Girls Vinton Light-
ning: Serenity Jones, Emma 
Janney, Hayden Janney, 
Hanna Counts, Addilyn 
Dudley, Katelynn Howell, 
Caroline Sutphin, and Char-
ley Reynolds, coached by 
Bruce Janney.

U14 Vinton Terriers Girls 
Soccer (no roster available)

U12 Boys Volcanoes: 
Ethan Osborne, Eli Copen-
ing, Camdyn Swanson, Cole 
Mayhew, Hayden Biggs, 
Jacob Duff y, Jace Remine, 
Derwin Henderson, Trevor 
Nunn, Aidan Worley, Ki-
eran Wilhelm, Evan Th iel, 
Jayden Ferris, Tristan Blevins, 
coached by Head Coach 
Chris Ferris, and Assistant 
Coaches Matt Henderson 
and Taylor Johnson.

Cheerleading teams recog-
nized include:

Biddy Terrier Cheerlead-
ers: Annaliese Aldrich, Lore-
lei Benge, Madelyn Carico, 
Ayvin Drake, Maebie Du-
genske, Carsynn Hazlewood, 
Braylee Lavergne, Rylee 
Lutz, Kayleigh McAllister, 
RaeLynn McClure, Harper 
Mitchell, Emma Morris, 
Laken Musselwhite, Han-
nah Nunn, Harleigh Nute, 
Lillian Th omas, Ava Th orn-
ton, Ella Tingler, MaKenna 
Tingler, and Caroline Tyree, 
coached by Head Coach 
Brittany Turman and Assis-
tant Coaches Lesiley Tingler 
and Maria Akers.

10U Pee Wee Cheerlead-
ers: Bentlee Palmer, Lakyn 
Wendell, Brooklyn Chap-
man, Izzy Gregory, Tenley 
Gusler, Charlotte Mikesell, 
Ella Turman, Piper Williams, 
Kaylee Royall, Arabella We-
den, Lexi Reeves, Myranda 
Terry, Ella Bradford, Piper 
Williams, Emma Grace 
Reedy, and Christabel Sigler, 
coached by Head Coach 
Jordan Palmer and Assistant 
Coaches Tricia Mikesell and 
Charlene Smith.

Little League Cheerlead-
ers: Laylah Austin, Mariah 
Black, Sofi a Butler, Macie 
Fields, Millie Haniewich, 
Korrina Kish, Mariah Pohl-
man, Violetta Ramirez, 

Haleigh Sauceda, Isabella 
Shropshire, Makayla Th om-
as, Isabella Wertz, and Dani-
elle Woodcock, coached by 
Amanda Lewis.

Flag Football teams recog-
nized include:

7U Packers: Mason Bu-
ford, Kayden Carico, Oliver 
Haddon, Ryhana Haddon, 
Bronson Powers, Brock 
Sauceda, Drew Spradlin, 
Isiah Strother, and Isaiah 
Th ompson, coached by Ra-
chael Haddon and Marcus 
Th ompson.

7U Bills: Mason Bartley, 
Miles Berry, John Landry 
Gray, Emelia Hebert, Blake 
Kelly, Eli Robertson, Parker 
Russell, Emmett States, and 
Noah Th omas, coached by 
Erin Berry and Andrea He-
bert.

9U Bengals: Gabrielle 
Casey, Christopher Gen-
nosa, Prince Green, Alex-
ander Hebert, John-Paul 
Madonna, Brennan Pulleyn, 
Carter Russell, and Landon 
Sheridan, coached by Rob-
bie Hebert.

9U Ravens: Jayden Failes, 
Croix Gill, Ja’Lyn Harrison, 
Jackson Kendrick, Jace Mc-
Coy, Bentley Oliver, and 
Walker Rickerson, coached 
by Craig Oliver.

11U Packers: Evan Bays, 
Ethan Bibby, Evan Bibby, 
Carrington Gill, Nathan-
iel Gray, Conner Martin, 
Graham Payne, and Owen 
Rupe, coached by Christo-
pher Rupe.

11U Chargers: Jacob 
Tingler, Tyler Jennelle, Co-
hen Berry, Landon Rodgers, 
Gabe Griego, and Gavin 
Wintz, coached by Matt 
Tingler.

13U Bengals: Ethan Fran-
cis, Braedyn Henritze, Ethan 
Hildebrand, Jude Hinkle, 
William Jennings, Jackson 
Johnson, Levi Johnson, Ky-
ler Martin, and Colin Rodg-
ers, coached by James Mar-
tin, Dan Francis, and Steve 
Hildebrand.

Tackle Football teams in-
troduced included:

7U Cowboys: Colten 
Brown, Brantley Greenway, 
William Hicks, Brody Hold-
ren, Levrett Miller, Riyaan 
Patel, Myles Price, Corbin 
Simmons, Avery Th ompson, 
and Liam Yeatts, coached 
by Tyler Holdren, Char-
lie Brown, Devin Yeatts, 
and special assistant coach 
Colton Holdren.

8U Terriers: Ashby Ber-
nard, Bentley Perdue, Brylan 
Shupe, Carter Shamblin, 
Demitrice David, Easton 
Nicely, Eli Brewer, Gunner 
Shepherd, Johnathan Wil-
son, Mason Pelletier, Nash 
Rickerson, Shane Clinebell, 
Tyler Jones and Tyler Terry, 
coached by Austin Radford 
and Matthew Bernard.

10U Terriers—Maroon 
Team: Ben Amos, Jack 
Clark, Ty Cobb, Kennedy 
Hernandez, Junior Hicks, 
Riggins Hill, Brennan Leary, 
Rylan Lewey, Jake Morris, 
Landon Nichols, Greylin 
Peters, Jackson Poindexter, 
Liam Roberts, Garren Sut-

phin, Austin Th omas, Pey-
ton Underwood, Grayson 
Underwood, and Xavier We-
den, coached by Jeff  Cobb, 
Forest Emery, Marcus Hill, 
John Morris, Brandon Nich-
ols, Rashad Poindexter, and 
Cody Underwood.

10U Terriers—White 
Team: Landon Clinebell, 
Owen Gibson, Bryson 
Whorley, Sincere Mann, 
Liam Krista, Micah Ham-
ler, Jaxon Smith, Sylar 
Nute, Jaden Smith, Hayden 
McClure, Brantley Ben-
nett, Brett Gardner, Austin 
Wright, Blake Gearheart, 
Ethan Holland, Jaxon Kish, 
Peyton Barton, and Jayden 
Miller, coached by Head 
Coach Jeff ery Clinebell and 
assistant coaches Ben Gib-
son, Brandon Whorley, Je-
Rome Mann, Gregg Krista, 
Mike Hamlar, and Grey 
Smith.

12U Vinton Terriers: 
Ke’Arion Burch, Bryson 
Wendell, Zachery Taylor, Eli 
Ratliff , Kendrick Hubbard, 
Jacob Bryant, Briggs Kotz, 
Conner Daugherty, Michael 
Fleisher, Stephen Byars, Rus-
sell Fisher, Aiden Kroner, 
Con Serreno, Keelan Web-
ster, Carson Wheeler, Land-
on Morris, Ryan Carroll, Ca-
leb Wrye, Wyatt Magill, and 
Mason Williams, coached by 
Head Coaches Gary Wheel-
er and Mitch Kotz and as-
sistant coaches Nate Serreno, 
William Holmes, Mike Car-
roll, and Brian Ratliff .

Th e Terriers football team 
plays each game in honor 
of an American soldier who 
gave their life in service to 
our country. On Septem-
ber 16, tribute was paid to 
fallen hero Marine Cpl. Mi-
chael Dutcher, who died on 
September 15, 2011, in Af-
ghanistan while conducting 
combat operations, with just 
20 days left on his tour. 

He was assigned to the 1st 
Battalion, 5th Marine Regi-
ment, 1st Marine Division, 
and Marine Expeditionary 
Force at Camp Pendleton, 
California. A twin and a 
2007 graduate of Asheville 
High School in Asheville, 
North Carolina, Dutcher 
was a member of the march-
ing band and the JROTC. 
He joined the Marines right 
out of high school. He was 
engaged to be married and 
had decided that he wanted 
to go to college and eventu-
ally teach.

Another highlight of the 
second home game of the 
season was the half-time 
performance of the March-
ing Terriers band led by the 
Director of Bands, Dan 
Plybon. Th is year’s show is 
“Ready or Not,” with the 
theme of the joys of child-
hood play and that time of 
innocence. Th e band’s fi eld 
props this marching season 
feature playground equip-
ment—sliding boards and 
swings. Th e songs in the pro-
gram are based, for the most 
part, on nursery rhymes.

See the Sports pages for 
details from the game.

Football Game from page 1

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Athletes from the U8 Grasshoppers soccer team were introduced on Rec League 
Night.

PHOTO BY SUZANNE WITCHER
The Marching Terriers presented their “Ready or Not” program at half-time. The 
program’s theme is the joy of childhood play.

PHOTO BY SUZANNE WITCHER
Color Guard Captain Emily Jones performs in the Marching Terriers half-time show 
“Ready or Not.”

88.5-ft. tall, 10,000-lb. Star is mounted 
on a 60,000-lb., 100-ft. steel tower. The 
eight-story high steel tower rests on a base 
of 500,000 pounds of concrete. Originally 
lighted with light bulbs, the Coming Glass 
Works later manufactured two thousand feet 
of neon tubing.

The Mill Mountain Star wasn’t the first 
construction project on the mountaintop. 
A wooden observation tower was built in 
1910 but blew over the next year. In 1914, a 
90-foot-tall wooden tower with shingles was 
erected, which allowed spectators mountain 
views all the way to the Peaks of Otter. A 
searchlight was added, but the tower was 
destroyed by fire in 1936 and never rebuilt.

In 1957, the Roanoke Valley Citizens 
Traffic Safety Council persuaded the 
Merchants Association to burn the star red 
to acknowledge traffic fatalities in the city. 
That 15-month trial period turned into 17 
years. When a traffic fatality occurred, the 
police called the Kinsey Sign Co., which 
dispatched a man to throw the switch at 
the base of the star, and after a two-day 
mourning period, he returned to turn it off.” 

“One exception was the lighting of the 
star for three nights when President John 
Kennedy was assassinated in 1963 and five 
nights after the crash of the Challenger space 
shuttle in 1986. The star was turned off in 
voluntary compliance during the energy 
crisis of 1973.”

In 2001, City Council changed the colors 
to red, white, and blue to honor those 
affected by the attacks on September 11. In 
April 2007, the star stayed white for over a 

month to honor the victims of the Virginia 
Tech shooting and then went dark a year 
later, on April 16, in remembrance of the 
shootings at Tech. 

But back to its beginnings. The Mill 
Mountain Star was lit for the first time 
at 8:22 p.m. on November 23, 1949, by 
Roanoke Mayor A. R. Minton, with fewer 
than 100 people in attendance due to the 
cold weather and the Thanksgiving Holiday 
coming up the following day.

William Booth’s daughter, Glenda, 
remembers watching the Mill Mountain 
Star being lit for the first time that night in 
1949 when she was just five years old and 
her brother William Booth, Jr. (Bill) was 
five months old. The lighting of the giant 
star was “magical” and made even more so 
since her father was the lead electrician who 
had wired it.

Glenda, her brother, and others in the 
Roanoke Valley have heard different versions 
of the lighting ceremony. Glenda says it 
always annoyed her mother that all the 
officials there were praised, but the workers, 
including the electricians, were never 
recognized. While news stories credit the 
mayor with flipping the switch to turn on 
the star, the truth might be that his switch 
was fake and that Kinsey and Booth were 
in the woods with the actual power switch. 

William Booth was born in Franklin 
County on New Year’s Day in 1911. He and 
Mildred were married in 1940 and remained 
married for 57 years until his passing in 
August 1997. They both grew up on farms 
in the Hardy area. The Booths built the 

Vinton Bowman Street house for about two 
years and moved there in the early 1950s. 

Bill Booth says his father was a self-taught 
electrician and used what he had learned 
to “help electrify the South,” serving in the 
Civilian Conservation Corps in the early 
1930s. After traveling all over the South 
with the CCC, he got a job with Jefferson 
Electric, where he remained until he retired 
in 1976.

In 2007, with the blessing of Roanoke 
City Parks and Recreation, Glenda and Bill 
sponsored the plaque placed beneath the 
star recognizing their father’s talents and 
contribution to the Roanoke Valley. The 
family also wished to pay tribute to all the 
steel workers, excavators, and other laborers 
who did the actual construction of the star.

They also transplanted some boxwoods 
from the family home in Vinton to be placed 
next to the plaque. Those boxwoods started 
from sprigs rooted at Booth’s parents’ farm in 
Franklin County at least 100 years ago. 

Over this past summer, the family 
worked with Laura Reilly, Roanoke Parks, 
and Recreation’s Landscape Management 
Coordinator, to add new boxwoods where 
some of the original plantings had not 
survived.

The Booths chose boxwoods because 
their father was a “blue-collar man with no 
frills and a boxwood was similarly ‘no frills.’” 

Bill and Glenda Booth have expressed 
their gratitude to Reilly, who “understood 
what we wanted and was generous in helping 
us accomplish it.”

William Booth and his wife Mildred lived on 
Bowman Street in Vinton for about 50 years. 

William Booth from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The plaque was placed beneath the Mill 
Mountain Star in 2007 to remember the 
contributions of workers who constructed 
the star.
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STATEWIDE  ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Walk-In Tubs

Backed by American Standard’s 
150 years of experience
Ultra low ease of entry and exit 
Patented Quick Drain® Technology
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy Jets for an 
invigorating massage

Limited Time Off er–Call Today!

855-864-5500M
ADE IN THE U.S.A

.

W
IT

H
 U.S. & IMPORTED

 P
A

R
T

S

STATEWIDE  ADS

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

American Standard Walk-In 
Tubs. Buy from a brand you 
trust. Patented Quick-Drain® 
technology. 44 hydrotherapy 
jets. Lifetime warranty on 
tub and installation! FREE 
in-home consultation at your 
convenience. Limited time of-
fer - $1,500 in savings includes 
a FREE right-height toilet. Call 
1-855-864-5500

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power dur-
ing utility power outages, so 
your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer - $500 Discount + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your dreams 
for as little as $149/month! BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Sen-
ior & Military Discounts Availa-
ble. Limited Time Offer - FREE 
virtual in-home consultation 
now and SAVE 15%! Call To-
day! 1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-591-9950

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? Promote job list-
ings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reach-
ing potential candidates. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

STATEWIDE  ADS

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 9/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

Help Wanted

Newspaper 
Delivery Driver 

 

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

 
Job Opening: 
The Craig New 
Castle Public 

Service Authority

 
COMBINATION 
TECHNICIAN 
PEMBROKE 
TELEPHONE  

COOPERATIVE 

Auction

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

 

 
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR SNOW 
REMOVAL  

EQUIPMENT 
SERVICES WITH 

OPERATOR  
SIGNUP 

ABC NOTICE 

 Public Auction 

Help Wanted

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

General 
Information

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21-610

Wilmington 
Savings Fund FSB, et al v. 
Andrew L. Lawson, et al. 

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BOTETOURT 
COUNTY IN RE: 

ESTATE OF 
NANCY LEE LlPES 

NICELY, 
DECEASED 

NOTICE 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Radford

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF 
RADFORD, 
VIRGINIA 

Legals - City of 
Salem

 
 

 
 

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR SNOW 
REMOVAL  

EQUIPMENT 
SERVICES WITH 

OPERATOR  
SIGNUP 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ONLINE ONLY 
AUCTION 

�n�in�
Auction SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Fa-
cebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltono-
liverattorneyva.com” https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral 
and other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://www.

Life55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-888-550-3083 www.
dental50plus.com/virginia 
#6258
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~
CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

jemcoincollections
@gmail.com

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com

BOTETOURT 
MULCH AND 

LANDSCAPING
Mon. to Fri. 9am - 4pm Sat. 9am - 2pm

540-473-1229  

Corner of Route 220S and 
Herndon Street, Fincastle

King’s Hauling & 
Excavating, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

John King, PresidentSpecialized Saw 
& Mower, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

STIHL EQUIPMENT
New and Used Equipment & 
Parts Available on All Brands
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

Patterson Stadium in Vinton was the site of four sandlot football games last Saturday on a beautiful late summer day. 
Above left, the Vinton Terriers 8-U team takes the field prior to a game with Salem. Right, Vinton quarterback Ashby 
Bernard fakes a handoff and takes off around end for a long TD run. No scores are kept at this age but it wasn’t hard 
to surmise the Vinton boys were in the end zone more often on this day.

Sandlot Football
PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Senior Clayton Gilmore shot a four-over-par 75 to finish third individually and 
lead the William Byrd golf team to a third place finish in the Blue Ridge District 
golf tournament Monday at the Blue Hills golf course in Roanoke County. Lord 
Botetourt won the team championship and Cavalier senior Ashton Harper was 
medalist with a 69.

The Cavaliers, who finished second to Franklin County during the regular 
season, beat the Eagles by 14 strokes. Botetourt shot a team score of 309 to 323 
for Franklin County and Byrd was third at 330, followed by Northside at 363 and 
Staunton River at 428. William Fleming did not field a full team.

Harper, a senior who will play at Virginia Tech next year, won individual 
honors by five strokes as Franklin County’s Sam Fansler was second with a 74, 
followed by Gilmore at 75. Also scoring for the Terriers were Nathan Carter and 
Kobe Turner with 84 each and Maddox Wolfe at 87. Evan Mullen shot 89 and 
Madeline Cunningham had a 92.

“I’m proud of Clayton for earning first team all-district,” said Byrd coach Tyler 
Goodman. “We also had strong performances from Kobe Turner and Nathan 
Carter.”

Next up for the Terriers is the Region 3D tournament at Draper Valley onTues-
day, September 27, in Pulaski County. The top two teams and three individuals 
not on those teams will advance to the state tournament.

Gilmore, WB 3rd in BRD golf
Region 3D tournament is at Draper Valley next week

Byrd’s Clayton Gilmore earned first team All-Blue Ridge District honors in golf.
SUBMITTED PHOTO

The William Byrd cross country team participated in the “Byrd 
400” last Thursday around the high school and surrounding trails. 
The event is an annual fund raiser for the team.

Team members and others who opted to participate com-
pleted a total of 638 miles, and 338 were by runners on the team. 
Reagan Lilley was the top runner with 20.6 miles completed 
while Claire Glover ran 14.68. Top middle school runners were 
Colton Sotherden with 12 miles and Elanna Mullen with 11. Mark 
Mailhot, a teacher, was the top “friend” with 18.79 miles. 

“I love this day,” said Byrd coach Eric Royal. “We get together 

and the kids run more miles than they think they can run and there 
is a healthy competition between them, not wanting their team-
mate to run farther.  Great bond.”

The team returns to inter-scholastic action to this Saturday 
when the Terriers participate in the Allegheny Invitational at 
the Jackson River Sports Complex in Covington. Racing starts 
at 9:30 am with the middle school boys, followed by the middle 
school girls at 10 am. The varsity races begin with the boys at 
10:30 am and the girls at 11:15 am, and there will be a combined 
jayvee race at noon.

Runners are off and heading across campus at the start of last week’s “Byrd 400” fund-raising event. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Runners cover 
638 miles in 
“Byrd 400”

Left, Virginia Tech’s Dax Hollifield directs the defense in the Hokies’ 27-7 win over Wofford at Lane Stadium last Saturday. 
Right, freshman Bryce Duke scores his first touchdown as a Hokie. Tech will be back in action tonight for a nationally 
televised game on ESPN as they host West Virginia with the “Black Diamond Trophy” on the line. PHOTOS BY SUZANNE WITCHER

Hokies host WVU tonight
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Above left, Byrd senior Luis Hernandez presents the United States flag to the “Dog Pound” prior to last Friday’s game. Above right, John Kiker(#9), Maurice Burnette 
(#62) and Jonathan Rosser(#66) combine on a tackle. Below, Cyrus Adams (#54) makes a block while Hernandez (#61) and Nick Bustamante (#50) look for someone to hit 
as Lane Shoemaker hands off to DeShannon Reed. PHOTOS SUZANNE WITCHER

Terriers have week off 
after loss to Bassett

football last Friday night. Bassett took a 42-21 win 
at Patterson Stadium in Vinton.

Byrd had a one point lead at half time in this “dog 
and cat” fight. The Bengals took an early lead on a 
63 yard pass play and held a 7-0 edge after the first 
quarter. However, Byrd battled back on a two yard 
run by DeShannon Reed and a six yard pass play from 
Isaiah Hairston to John Kiker to take a 14-7 lead, with 
Bricen Lancaster converting both extra point kicks. 
Bassett scored another TD before the half but Byrd 
blocked the conversion attempt and the Terriers held 
a 14-13 lead at intermission.

The Bengals regained the lead in the third quarter 
on a 29 yard TD pass and had a successful two-point 
conversion for a 21-14 lead. Not to be denied, Byrd 
bounced back and tied the game at 21-21 on a five 
yard run by Reed and that’s how it stood after three 
quarters.

Unfortunately for the Terriers, Bassett finished 
strong. The Bengals scored on a 34 yard pass to take 
the lead, then a 33 yard “pick six” interception put 
the Byrdmen in a hole. Bassett punched in one more 
TD for insurance and bussed home with a hard fought 
win.

“The 4th quarter was the turning point in the 
game,” said Byrd coach Brad Lutz. “Our offense 
played well, but turned the ball over in the fourth 
quarter and that led to points and good field position 
for Bassett.”

Reed finished with 73 yards rushing on 24 carries 
and Lane Shoemaker had 36 yards rushing while 
completing six of 11 passes for another 50 yards. 
Hairston was two for two passing as Kiker and Alex 
Dunn had two receptions apiece for the Terriers. 

On defense Kiker led the team with 14 tackles 
while Jahdai English and Dexter Gaines had five 
each. Wyatt Bailey had an interception that set up a 
Byrd touchdown.

The loss dropped the Terriers to 1-3 on the season, 

all against non-district teams. Byrd has a bye this 
week before a game at Cave Spring on September 
30, followed by five straight Blue Ridge District 
games.

“Our next opponent(Cave Spring) is currently 3-1, 
so we are going to use this week to get a jump on 
preparing for them,” said Lutz. “We are also hoping 
to get a few of our guys healthy. We were without 
three starters last week. Christiansburg and Bassett 
are two very good football teams and they exposed a 
few things we need to work on this week, so we will 
focus on cleaning up mistakes.”

The bye comes at a bittersweet time for the 
Terriers. They can use a week off, but would like to 
get back in the saddle after a tough loss. 

“Open weeks have benefits and disadvantages,” 
said Lutz. “After coming off a disappointing loss to 
Bassett our team is anxious to get back on the field 
to play again, but we will benefit from a week off to 
focus on mistakes that we made last week.”

Coach Lutz has seen improvement in the team in 
the first four weeks and is anxious to see what the 
rest of the season holds.

“Defensively, we are playing with more confi-
dence,” said. “We have rotated a lot of players on 
defense, so we are building some much needed 
depth. This is also creating competition within our 
team, and we have benefitted from that. Our players 
are playing harder in practice and in the games.

“Offensively, we are getting more players involved 
in our offensive production. Two freshmen have 
stepped up big as DeShannon Reed and Alex Dunn 
have taken advantage of game reps this season. We 
are also relying on an offensive line that includes 
three sophomores.”

The junior varsity lost a 20-18 heartbreaker to 
Bassett last week. The jayvees are also off this week, 
returning September 29 with a home game against 
Cave Spring. The middle school Terriers will host 
Read Mountain today at 5 pm at Patterson Stadium.

Byrd girls dig in for four wins at the Dog Pound
The William Byrd volleyball team 

only lost one set in four matches as 
they claimed the “Diggin’ at the Dog 
Pound” tournament championship last 
Saturday at William Byrd High School. 
The Terriers picked up four wins on 
the day in the annual tournament for 
varsity teams.

“I’m so proud of the girls for their 
hard work, dedication and grit,” said 
Byrd coach Allison Thornton. “Lots of 
games and a long day, but they really 
pulled together and it was so fun to 
watch.”

Byrd opened the round robin with a 
25-7, 25-12 win over Roanoke Catholic 
in the first match of the day at 9 
am. The followed with a 25-17, 25-17 
win over Floyd, then earned a spot in 
the championship match by defeating 
Magna Vista, 25-22, 25-12. That set 
up a rematch with Floyd for the cham-
pionship at 5:15 pm and the Buffaloes 
jumped to an early lead with a 25-22 
win in the first set. However, the Byrd 
girls regrouped and won the next two, 
25-16 and 15-10 to take first place in 
the tournament.

Byrd’s Terran Brown finished the 
four matches with a team high 32 kills. 
Carsyn Kotz had 53 assists and six aces 
while Raelyn Lancaster had a great all-
around day with 22 kills and 33 service 
attempts at 97 percent for the day. Ella 
Ashworth had eight aces and 23 digs 
and Emily Tuck finished with 39 digs.

After a couple days rest the Terriers 
were right back at it Tuesday with 
a Blue Ridge District match at Lord 
Botetourt. Byrd dropped to 7-4 on 
the season and 1-1 in the BRD with a 
three-set loss to LB, 25-22, 25-17 and 

25-14. 
Kotz had 24 assists and three aces in 

this one while Lancaster had eight kills 
and three blocks. Brown led the net 
play with 12 kills and Ella Ashworth 
had 24 digs.

The girls are back home tonight to 
host Staunton River in a district match 
and it’s “Tiny Terrier Night.” The girls 
who attended the summer camp are 
invited to attend and will be introduced 
at the match.

“They’re the future of our program,” 
said Thornton.

Left, Byrd’s Raelyn Lancaster serves one up at Saturday’s 
“Diggin’ at the Dog Pound” volleyball tournament at 
William Byrd High School. Above, Ava Ashworth goes 
low for a dig and, right, Terran Brown goes high for a 
spike. Terran had 32 kills on the day.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Diggin’ the Terriers
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