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Entertainment was 
abundant at the 2022 
Vinton Fall Festival on 
October 8 with shows 
on two stages at the 
Municipal Building and 
the Vinton Farmers’ 
Market.

Highlights of this 
year’s festival were 
performances by 11 
students from the Susan 
Lewis Music Studio (ages 
elementary school to 
adult) who wowed the 
crowd on the Vinton 
Municipal Building 
stage.

Lewis told those in 
attendance that she has 
been teaching piano and 
voice in the Roanoke 

Valley for 32 years and is 
always eager to showcase 
the talents of her students 
for the community.

Performers included:
• Nolan Ferguson, age 

9, singing “You Raise 
Me Up”

• Ryleigh Woolwine, a 
10-year-old in the fifth 
grade at Colonial Ele-
mentary, singing “Good-
ness of God”

• Aubri Kessler, age 
10, performing “No 
One” by Alicia Keys

• Brent Saunders, age 
12, singing “Tim Mc-
Graw” by Taylor Swift

• Emily Mower, a 
12-year-old seventh 
grader, performing 
“What I’ve Been Look-
ing For” from “High 

Frederick W. “Fred” Finney 
~ August 15, 1935-October 13, 
2018

Frederick “Fred” Finney 
moved his family to Vinton in 
1975, but his infl uence was felt 
in the town long before that. 

“Fred was a very determined 
man who believed in him-
self,” says his wife, Mary Eliza-
beth “Liz” Bousman. “He had 
dreams and made them come 
true.” In making those dreams 
come true, he helped change 
the face of Vinton.

Finney moved to Roanoke in 

the ’60s. He grew up in Nor-
folk and came to Southwest 
Virginia as a student at Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State 
University (VPI, now Virginia 
Tech). He met his wife Liz in 
Roanoke back in the days when 
young men from VPI would 
come to the city on weekends. 
She was working in Roanoke 
and taking night classes at Na-
tional Business College.

He graduated from Virginia 
Tech with the Class of 1957 as 
a member of the Corps of Ca-
dets, which allowed him to be 
commissioned into the United 

Pollard 107 South restaurant prepares to open in Vinton 

Th e big topic of con-
versation in Vinton re-
cently has been “What’s 
going on at the intersec-
tion of Pollard Street and 
Washington Avenue/Gus 
Nicks Boulevard?” 

Th e answer—a new 
restaurant is preparing 
to open on the corner in 
the former location of 
the Star City Playhouse, 
which closed in 2019. 
Twin Creeks Brewing 
Company will be its next-
door neighbor.

Demolition was clearly 

visible for the fi rst time 
last week although work 
on the interior of the 
building has been under-
way for a while. In fact, 
planning for the new res-
taurant has been in the 
works since 2020.

Jonathan Pate is the 
new owner of the build-
ing and a partner in the 
new business which will 
be called “Pollard 107 
South.” He is also an 
owner at Cast Plates and 
Pints in the Cave Spring 
area as well as at local 
Awful Arthur restaurants 

throughout the valley.
Pate says they have 

taken their time with the 
design plans and with the 
demolition. In fact, he 
has done some of the de-
molition work himself.

Lionberger Construc-
tion is the general con-
tractor and working at 
top speed on the building, 
which has been complete-
ly gutted. Th e original 
wooden and steel ceiling 
beams are being retained 
giving the interior an in-
dustrial look. Th e walls 
will be a mixture of brick, 

Vinton Fall Festival returns for 20th year

If it’s October, it’s time for 
the annual Vinton Fall Festi-
val. October 8 was the date 
for this year’s event, and fall 
was defi nitely in the air. Al-
though the day started off  a 
little breezy, the skies were 
beautiful and free of rain for 
crowds of visitors strolling the 
downtown streets, many ac-
companied by the family dog 
or parrot.

Th e day started early at 7 
a.m. with an “All You Can Eat 
Pancake Breakfast” hosted by 
the Vinton Breakfast Lions 
Club at the VFW Post on Lee 
Avenue. Students from the 
William Byrd High School 
Leo Club, which is a com-
munity service organization 
sponsored by the Lions, served 
up the pancakes, syrup, sau-
sage, juice, and coff ee, assisted 
by WBHS Principal Tammy 
Newcomb and Assistant Prin-
cipal Travis Anderson.

Th ere were also WBHS stu-
dents volunteering at the Vin-
ton History Museum Holiday 
Shoppe, earning community 
service hours, while helping 
with the crowd and sales. Th e 
Th rasher Quilters had their 
handmade quilts on display 
and for sale in the museum’s 
Memory Pergola. 

Th e aroma of Tinker 

Vinton Fall Festival 2022 kicked off with the traditional Vinton 
Breakfast Lions Club All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast, 
cooked and served here by William Byrd High School Principal 
Tammy Newcomb and Assistant Principal Travis Anderson. Many 
students from the Leo Club, a community service organization 
sponsored by the Lions, also assisted.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
A new restaurant will be opening early next year in downtown Vinton in the former 
location of Star City Playhouse at 107 South Pollard Street. From left, owner 
Jonathan Pate, Vinton Community Programs Director Chasity Barbour, and Town 
Manager Pete Peters toured the site on October 7.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Remembering Vinton 
businessman who had dreams, 
made them come true, and 
helped change the face of Vinton
Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Pollard 107 South, page 4

Susan Lewis Music Studio students take the stage at Fall Festival
School Musical”

• Heather Saunders, 
an adult student, singing 
“Once Upon a Time” 
from “Descendants 3”

• Kelly Ronan, an 
adult student perform-
ing “If I Had You” by 
Adam Lambert

• Trey Saunders, a se-
nior at Lord Botetourt 
High School, singing 
“Diggin’ Up Bones” by 
Randy Travis, while ac-
companying himself on 
the guitar

• Mandy Morris, an 
adult student perform-
ing “I Try to Think 
About Elvis” by Patty 
Loveless

• Paul Sealey, a junior 
at Hidden Valley High 
School, singing “Forest 
for the Trees” by The 
Spitfire Grill

• Abby Shelton, an 
adult student currently 
performing in the Show-
timers production of 
“Dracula Rides Again,” 
singing “Watch What 
Happens” from “News-
ies”

Check out other 
performances by Susan 
Lewis Music Studio 
students on Facebook 
and YouTube.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Eleven students from the Susan Lewis Music Studio performed at the 2022 Vinton 
Fall Festival. Shown are (from left): front, Brent Saunders, Emily Mower, Ryleigh 
Woolwine, Aubri Kessler, and Nolan Ferguson; back row, Trey Saunders, Heather 
Saunders, Paul Sealey, Abby Shelton, Mandy Morris, and Kelly Ronan, with teacher 
Susan Lewis.

See Fall Festival, page 2See Fred Finney, page 6

PHOTO BY ALLISON FINNEY
Fred Finney opened Drum & Fife Restaurant in downtown Vinton 
in 1966. His wife Liz managed the restaurant and was the 
bookkeeper until it closed. 

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Fame All-Star Cheer teams performed on the Municipal Stage 
at the Vinton Fall Festival.
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ARE YOU 
READY?

Elizabeth won
$10,534

Must be 21 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

1135 VINYARD RD, VINTON, VA 24179  |  ROSIESGAMING.COM

AMERICAN HONEY
OCTOBER 14  |  8PM

THE THRILLBILLYZ
OCTOBER 15  |  8PMO C T O B E R  L I N E U P

FREE SHOWSFREE SHOWS
V I N T O N

VINTON BUSINESS OF THE WEEK
Jerry’s Restaurant is now open 

under new ownership at 1340 
Washington Avenue in Vinton. 
Renee Guimarro purchased the 
restaurant from previous owner 
Jerry Lamb in June 2022. Lamb 
fi rst opened the Vinton restau-
rant in 2004. It was previously a 
Lendy’s location.

Th e restaurant is a fi xture in 

Vinton, famous for its sausage 
poofs, its huge made-from-
scratch biscuits, homemade 
strawberry jam (which Lamb 
continues to prepare), fried 
and mashed potatoes, meatloaf, 
and lunch platters. Breakfast is 
served all day long.

Rella Carr, who has been with 
Jerry’s for 13 years, is the front of 

the house manager. She says the 
name of the restaurant did not 
change with new ownership—
they wanted to keep everything 
the same, including the Ameri-
cana décor and the name. Lamb 
gathered all the vintage pieces 
on display on the shelves and the 
walls of the restaurant from yard 
and consignment sales through 

the years, in addition to gifts he 
received from others.

In recent months, Jerry’s Res-
taurant became the set for scenes 
from the movie “Never Give 
Up” produced by ReelWorks 
Studios and the fi lm department 
at Liberty University. Th e loca-
tion manager for the fi lm came 
across photos of Jerry’s online. 

Th e production was looking 
for a nostalgic setting from the 
1970s and ’80s and Jerry’s fi t the 
bill.

Jerry’s Restaurant is current-
ly open from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday. 

Th e Facebook page is under 
design. For information, call 
540-343-4400.

Jerry’s Restaurant in Vinton has changed ownership. 
The new owner is Renee Biumarro, shown with the 
made-from-scratch biscuits Jerry’s is famous for.

Rella Carr has been with Jerry’s Restaurant for 13 years. 
She points out a menu from the Lendy’s Restaurant 
which was located on the site years ago.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Jerry’s Restaurant is located at 1340 Washington 
Avenue in Vinton.

The Mish Moves Dance Company performed on the Vinton Farmers’ Market Stage 
for Fall Festival 2022.

PHOTO BY CHASITY BARBOUR
Lexi, owned by Sharon Doss, was the winner of the 
2022 Fall Festival Pet Costume Contest.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Mish Moves Dance Company put on a spectacular performance at the Oct. 8 Vinton 
Fall Festival.

Eric  Potter of Hardy thrilled the crowds at the Vinton 
Fall Festival by bringing along his 16-year-old Ruby 
Macaw, Kassi.

Heather Saunders performed with the Susan Lewis Music Studio, singing “Once 
Upon a Time.”

Mountain Kettle Korn 
wafted through the air. 
Th ere were approximately 
90 food and craft vendors 
with their wares on dis-
play, featuring everything 
from jewelry to soaps and 
candles, woodworking, 
fall and Christmas crafts, 
apple butter, baked goods, 
and fi shing lures. 

Kids were jumping 
and sliding in the bouncy 
houses and feeding don-
keys, goats, and sheep at 
the Little Critters Petting 
Zoo.

Local entertainment 
was featured on not just 
one, but two stages—at 
the Municipal Building 
and at the Vinton Farm-
ers’ Market.

Mish Moves Dance 
Company put on a spec-
tacular performance of 
dance and acrobatics at 
the Vinton Farmers’ Mar-
ket stage, followed by stu-
dents from Defy Gravity. 

Meanwhile, the Fame 

All-Star Cheer and Vir-
ginia Legacy All-Star 
Cheer were on stage at 
the Municipal Building. 
Students from the Susan 
Lewis Music Studio per-
formed at the Municipal 
Building, followed by the 
Floyd Ward dancers with 
tap dance routines.

“Lexi” took fi rst place 
in the annual Pet Cos-
tume Contest, sponsored 
by Vinton’s Pawsh Salon 
for Dogs at the Farm-
ers’ Market, dressed in 
“Country Chic.” Her 
owner is Sharon Doss. 

Second place went to 
Maggie, the “Spirited 
Puppy,” and third place to 
NOVA, dressed as a UPS 
delivery person. Th e em-
cee for the event was Erin 
Clark of Pawsh Salon. 
Judges were martial artist 
Christopher Th ompson 
(who also performed dur-
ing the day), along with 
Sharon Sowers and Dani-
elle Napier from Pawsh. 

Th is is the second year 
Pawsh has sponsored the 
contest.

Th e Regional Center 
for Animal Care and Pro-
tection (RCACP) off ered 
dog and cat adoptions in 
the library parking lot.

Many of the downtown 
stores and the Earthworks 
Pottery Gallery were open 
for business. Downtown 
Vinton restaurants were 
packed. Several churches 
and organizations served 
up hot dogs with all the 
“fi xins.’”

Festivities continued 
in Vinton through 10 
p.m. with Rocktoberfest 
at Twin Creeks Brewing 
Company following Fall 
Festival.

Now in its 20th year, 
the Vinton Fall Festival is 
sponsored by the Vinton 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce, in conjunction 
with the Town of Vinton. 
Other sponsors include 
Oakey’s Funeral Home, 

Fall Festival from page 1

Coastal Insurance Plan-
ning, MemberOne, PFG, 
Mountain View Real 
Estate, Fox Radio 910, 
ServPro, Winters Storage, 
Bank of Botetourt, the 
Vinton War Memorial, 
Blue Ridge Beverage, the 
Greenway Boothe Real 
Estate Team, Roanoke 
County, HomeTrust Bank, 
the Town of Vinton, Food 
Lion, Th e Vinton Messen-
ger, Farmburguesa, Vertex 
Signs, Magnets USA, Cox 
Communications, Caril-
ion Clinic, Mayor Brad 
Grose, and KP Strategies.

Fall Festival represents 
months of hard work by 
Vinton Area Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Angie Chewning, 
Chamber Executive Assis-
tant Kathryn Sowers, Presi-
dent Jason Peters, and Town 
of Vinton Community 
Programs Director Chasity 
Barbour, with special assis-
tance from the Vinton Pub-
lic Works Department and 
Vinton Police—all dedi-
cated to keeping the festival 
tradition alive and thriving.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Flat-topped hill
 5. Move upward
11. Admiration
14. It’s useful for serving 
food
15. Kidnap
18. One of the Greek Muses
19. A type of media
21. Sunscreen rating
23. Former Michigan coach 
Brady
24. German town devastated 
in WW2
28. Gasteyer and Ortiz are 
two
29. Leave
30. Forearm bone
32. Very fast airplane
33. Helps little fi rms
35. Defunct economic 
organization

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

36. Science-based stu-
dents organization (abbr.)
39. Feels ill
41. Indicates position
42. Beverage containers
44. Assists
46. Science accreditation 
organization (abbr.)
47. Purpose
49. Group of elected 
offi cials
52. Hebrew prophet
56. They help you drink
58. Lawmaker
60. Charitable
62. Doctrines
63. Footwear

CLUES DOWN
 1. Where wrestlers work
 2. Dueling sword
 3. Practice fi ght

 4. Genus of clams
 5. Fear of heights
 6. What some tell their dog
 7. The Golden State
 8. When you expect to get 
there
 9. Pointed ends
10. Extinct fl ightless bird
12. Feeds
13. Nape of neck
16. Descendant
17. Small boats found in 
Turkey
20. To avoid the risk of
22. Athlete with no contract 
(abbr.)
25. 13th letter of the Greek 
alphabet
26. Brew
27. Feeling of anxiety
29. Young girls group
31. Perform on stage

34. White clerical vestment
36. Popular musical awards 
show
37. Bumpkins
38. One who acts on an-
other’s behalf
40. Direction
43. Look at with fi xed eyes
45. One who helps profes-
sors (abbr.)
48. A large number of
50. Type of powder
51. Large jug
53. __ Christian  Anderson, 
children’s author
54. American state
55. Muslim inhabitant of the 
Philippines
57. Witness
58. Landscapers lay it
59. Type of bread
61. Of I

Name: _________________________________________________
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YOUR LOCAL NEWS
JUST THE WAY 

YOU LIKE IT!

See more at 
www.vintonmessenger.com

Thursday, Oct. 13 
Roanoke County Schools: 

School Board meeting 6 p.m., 
RCPS Central Offi  ce on Cove 
Road

Vinton Library: Brooke Gill 
from the Alzheimer’s Association 
will host a presentation on “Under-
standing Alzheimer’s and Demen-
tia” at 11 a.m. or on Zoom (register 
on website for Zoom option).

Friday, Oct. 14
Roanoke County Schools: 

Closed for teacher workday
William Byrd High School: Th e 

William Byrd High School Terriers 
play Franklin County. Th e football 
game begins at 7 p.m. It’s Home-
coming Night with the crowning 
of the Homecoming King and 
Queen at half-time.

Saturday, Oct. 15
Vinton Public Library: Saturday 

morning cartoons, 10:30 to noon. 
Roanoke Valley Dulcimers meet 
from 10:15 to 2:15.

 

Monday, Oct. 17
Vinton Library: Medicare 101 

presentation by Patrick Harmon 
at 11 a.m. Teen Book Club from 
5-6 p.m. 

Town of Vinton: Vinton Public 
Works Committee and Economic 
Development Committee meet 
beginning at 1 p.m. in the Munici-
pal Building Conference room on 
Pollard Street.

Tuesday, Oct. 18
Vinton Town Council: Vinton 

Town Council meets for the regular-
ly scheduled second Tuesday meet-
ing at 6 p.m. in Council Chambers 

at the Municipal Building. 
Charles R. Hill Community 

Center: Line dancing classes: 10 
a.m. Beginner’s Plus class, 11:30 
a.m. Beginner’s Class, 6 p.m. Ad-
vanced line dancing.

Vinton Library: DASH Mobile 
Clinic COVID and Hepatitis A 
vaccinations available from 12 to 2 
p.m. Walk-ups are welcome. Open 
Bridge 1 to 4 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 19
Roanoke County Schools: 

Th ree-hour early dismissal day. 
Community Conversation for 
Parents, Students & Caregivers on 
the dangers of today’s high-THC 
marijuana on adolescent brain de-
velopment, mental illness and sui-
cide from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Hidden 
Valley High School (and repeated 
at Northside High School at 6 p.m. 
on October 20).

Vinton Library: Vintage Hor-
ror Movie night at 6 p.m. showing 

“Young Frankenstein.” Pumpkin 
Painting for Kids from 4 to 5 p.m. 

Future Events in 
Vinton:

Downtown Vinton Trick or 
Treat, Th ursday, October 27, 3 to 5 
p.m., partial road closure 2:30-5:30.

William Byrd High School: 
Blue Ridge Band Festival, Satur-
day, Oct. 29 beginning at 11 a.m.

Election Day/note changes in 
precinct locations: Election Day 
is November 8. Please note that 
the location of some precincts 
has changed in the Vinton Dis-
trict: Bonsack area registered vot-
ers will vote at Bonsack Elemen-
tary School. North Lindenwood 
citizens will vote at William Byrd 
Middle School while William 
Byrd High School is under con-
struction. North Vinton citizens 
will now vote at Herman L. Horn 
Elementary School on Ruddell 

Road. South Vinton citizens will 
vote at W. E. Cundiff  Elemen-
tary. South Lindenwood citizens 
will vote at William Byrd Middle 
School. Mount Pleasant citizens 
will vote at Mount Pleasant El-
ementary School. In person voting 
is underway at the Elections of-
fi ce in Vinton (900 Chestnut St.) 
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. from 
Monday, September 26 through 
Friday, November 4. Saturday 
early in-person voting hours will 
be off ered at the Elections offi  ce 
in Vinton and at the satellite offi  ce 
at the Brambleton Center (3738 
Brambleton Ave.) from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Saturday, October 29 and 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
November 5. 

Roanoke County: Second Half 
Real Estate Tax Bills will be mailed 
on October 21.

Please submit Upcoming Com-
munity News announcements to 
dadams@mainstreetnewspapers.
com or call 540-473-2741.

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHURCH NEWS
Churches unite for Good News Club af-

terschool program
Garden City Baptist Church is hosting the 

Good News Club every Th ursday from 2:30 
to 4 p.m. through Oct. 27. Th e church is lo-
cated at 3536 Garden City Boulevard in Ro-
anoke. Other churches supporting the pro-
gram include Brookhill Baptist, Clearbrook 
Baptist, and Garden City Bible Fellowship.

Children will enjoy snacks, music, games, 
and interactive Bible lessons.

Th e Good News Club is a program of the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ with children every 
day. 

Information on registration is available at 
540-344-8696.

Campbell Memorial hosts craft fair
Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church 

will be hosting a Fall Craft Show on Satur-
day, Oct. 29 from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. in the 
church fellowship hall. Th e church is still ac-
cepting crafters for this event. Call the church 
at 540-343-1842 for information. Campbell 
Memorial is located at 1130 Hardy Road, 

next to W.E. Cundiff  Elementary School.
Th rasher Memorial United Methodist 

Church to host Trunk or Treat on October 
30

Th rasher Memorial UMC invites the 
community to participate in the annual 
Trunk or Treat event on Sunday, Oct. 30 at 
3:30 p.m. in the church’s lower parking lot.

Vinton Baptist sponsors Christmas Craft 
& Vendor Fair

On Sunday, Dec. 4, from 1 until 4 p.m., 
Vinton Baptist Church will host a Craft & 
Vendor Fair in the gym to raise funds for 
summer camps. Over 20 vendors, many 
off ering unique, one-of-a-kind items have 
signed up, along with several local represen-
tatives of nationally recognized brands. Th e 
proceeds of concessions and gift-wrapping 
service will off set expenses for summer camp 
for youth and preteens. Vendor applications 
are still be accepted. Contact whitney@vin-
tonbaptistchurch.org for more information.

Submit announcements for Church News 
to dadams@mainstreetnewspapers.com or 
call 540-473-2741.

VINTON HISTORY
A cuckoo clock is typi-

cally a pendulum clock 
that strikes the hours with 
a sound like a common 
cuckoo call and has an au-
tomated cuckoo bird that 
moves with each note.

Some move their wings 
and open and close their 
beaks while leaning for-
ward, whereas others have 
only the bird’s body lean-
ing forward. Th e mecha-
nism that produces the 
cuckoo call has been in 
use since the mid-1700s 
with almost no variation.

Th e weights are made 
of cast iron in a pinecone 
shape and the “cuc-koo” 
sound is created by two 
tiny bellows (pipes) in the 
clock. Th e clock’s move-
ment activates the bel-
lows to send a puff  of air 
into each pipe alternately 
when the timekeeper 
strikes.  

Th e cuckoo call is usu-
ally accompanied by the 
sound of a waterfall and 
other birds in the back-
ground.  During the call, 
the doors open, and the 
cuckoo emerges as usual, 
but only at the full hour, 
and they do not have a 
gong wire.

Even though the func-
tionality of the cuckoo 
mechanism has remained 
basically unchanged, the 
appearance has changed 

as case designs and clock 
movements evolved.  Th e 
cuckoo clock that hangs 
in the Vinton History 
Museum dining room 
was donated by Debbie 
Pitts, a museum volun-

teer and treasurer of the 
Vinton Historical Soci-
ety.

Submitted by Judy 
Cunningham, Vinton 
History Museum Execu-
tive Director

PHOTO BY JUDY CUNNINGHAM
This cuckoo clock, donated by Debbie Pitts, is on 
display in the dining room at the Vinton History 
Museum.

RECIPE
From the kitchen of Patti 

Vonploennies
 
Fresh Apple Cake              
Cake Ingredients:

1 and1/4 cups oil
3 eggs
2 cups sugar
3 cups un-sifted fl our (di-

vided 2 cups, and 1 cup)
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. vanilla
2 tsp. cinnamon (divided 

1 tsp., 1 tsp.)
1 tsp. walnut fl avoring 

(sometimes I use 2 tsp. va-
nilla and no walnut fl avor-
ing)

3 cups peeled, diced raw 
apples (I used golden deli-
cious/1 med to large ap-
ple=1 cup)

1 cup black or English 
walnuts (or pecans)

1 cup raisins (I use gold-
en raisins)

Take 1 cup of the fl our 
and 1 teaspoon of the cinna-
mon and mix with a spoon 
in a bowl with the diced 
apples, walnuts, and raisins 
until all pieces are coated. 
Set aside.

In another bowl, beat 
eggs; blend in oil, sugar, 1 
teaspoon cinnamon, salt, 
soda, vanilla, and walnut 
fl avorings.  Mix together 
well with beater.  Add the 
remaining two cups of fl our 
and mix well with beater.  
Add apple-nut-raisin mix-
ture and mix well by hand.   

Grease/fl our tube pan.   
Fill with cake mixture and 
bake with cookie sheet un-

der pan.  (I cover cookie 
sheet with foil for easy clean-
up in case any leaks out but 
have never had any prob-
lems.) Bake 1 hour and 45 
minutes at 325 ˚until done 
and test with toothpick.  

Pour warm sauce over 
warm cake in pan.  Cool, 
loosen cake with knife, and 
invert on cake plate.

Sauce Ingredients:  

1/2 cup buttermilk    
1 cup sugar
1/2 tsp. soda      
1 stick butter
1 tsp. vanilla

Softly boil all 5 ingredi-
ents for 3 minutes, while 
stirring.   Pour over warm 
cake in pan.
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. 
Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, Bi-
ble Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCI-
PLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, Roa-
noke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship Services 
every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry Brace. We 
look forward to seeing you this Sunday!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST - 7165 
Cloverdale Rd., Roanoke, 24019; beside the Bote-
tourt Athletic Club. Leave message 992-4385. 
Sunday Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday Bible Study, 6 p.m. Please come 
visit us in person or get to know about us  rst by 
visiting our web page: daleridgechurchofchrist.net.  
Updated each week with a new sermon by Mike 
Mazzalongo, four minutes of video showing our 
nearly six acres of land and our beautiful, func-
tional inside facilities, articles, events, news from 
Christian sources around the world and here locally 
plus much, much more. See how many ways Dale 
Ridge is “Reaching Out There” to the Roanoke 
Valley with the “Good News of Jesus. By click-
ing on “visit us virtually” real time access to our 
Worship services is available via your computer, a 
tablet or smartphone: Just follow the instructions. 
We believe in the inspired Word of God which is 
as relevant today as it was when it was written. We 
believe the Holy Spirit is a gift to every Christian 
upon their response to the Gospel as demonstrat-
ed by the 3000 obedient souls in (Acts 2:38). We 
believe Jesus is the only author of our salvation. 
(Acts 4:12) Have you been looking for a church 
family that is progressive, outside the box thinkers, 
led by the Holy Spirit into all truth. (John 16:13). 
You will know we are His disciples by our love for 
one another. (John 13:35) Real time contact thru 
our website via email.
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feather 
Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-890-
1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 

Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study 10 a.m.
ECKANKAR

ECKANKAR, THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL FREEDOM, 
is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  How-
ever, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound Services and 
other ECK programs are currently available online through 
Zoom.  Visit www.eck-va.org for program listings, www.
meetup.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will return your 
call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for more information 
about how the teachings of Eckankar lead you to spiritual 
freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vinton, (corner 
of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 982-3694. Pastor-Tim 
Wright. Sunday, 10 AM - Worship Service, SuperChurch for 
Children; Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 Hardy 
Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. Davis (540) 
342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, stti-
mothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bi-
ble Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 11:00am; 
Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; Monday 
Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch Class 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; 
Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Vinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
Directory

Vinton Worship
DirectoryVinton Worship
Directory

Read 1 Samuel 1:1 through 
3:21

Nancy attempted to read her 
toddler’s favorite bedtime 
story while Davy snuggled 
close, but her tears kept blur-
ring the pages as she read 
about the childhood of Sam-
uel the prophet. She couldn’t 
imagine doing what Samuel’s 
mother, Hannah, had done—
leaving her young son at the 
temple to serve God. What 
extraordinary gratitude for 
the gift of a child.

“I prayed for this child, and 
the Lord has granted me what 
I asked of him. So now I give 
him to the Lord” (1 Samuel 
1:27–28).

Nancy and her husband 
couldn’t imagine ever 

letting go of their only child. 
So it came as a shock when 
Davy began sensing a call 
from God to become an Air 
Force pilot. A military career 
was the last thing his parents 
would have chosen. Yet, when 
they sought the Lord’s guid-
ance, He confi rmed the call. 
By faith, they released Davy 
to God’s will out of gratitude 
for His gift of a child.

Davy went on to become an 
honored offi cer whose glow-
ing faith is winning souls to 
Christ.

Thought for Today: By re-
leasing our children to Jesus’ 
care, we free them to shine 
for Him.

Quicklook: 1 Samuel 1:17–28

Extraordinary Gratitude
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brick veneer, and stone. 
Th ere will be a bar, a pool 
table, high-topped tables, 
and a regular dining area.

Th e restaurant will 
front on Pollard Street 
with a 1000-sq.-ft. cov-
ered patio with glass ga-
rage doors to bring in the 
light. Th ere will be more 
glass garage doors and 
another 1400-sq.-ft patio 
with wrought iron railing 
on the side of the building 
facing Gus Nicks Boule-
vard– with a fi re pit.

Pate plans for the res-
taurant to open its doors 
in early 2023. Th e restau-
rant will be open 7 days 
a week from 11 a.m. to 
midnight for lunch and 
dinner. He says the restau-
rant will seat about 125-
150 customers.

Pate is keeping the 
specifi cs of the menu to 
himself for except for the 
fact that Vintonites will 
no longer have to leave 
town to fi nd a steak— he 
has three diff erent steaks 
on the Pollard 107 South 
menu.

He estimates that about 

30 full- and part-time 
workers will be employed.

Parking will not be an 
issue– spaces are plen-
tiful and increasing in 
downtown Vinton. Some 
parking will be available 
just behind the building, 
as well as spaces at the 
Vinton Farmers’ Market, 
at RND Coff ee, Vinton 
Baptist, along down-
town streets, and—next 
spring—at the new down-
town Vinton parking lot 
being built behind the 
Farmers’ Market (former-
ly McClung Lumber).

Pate says he chose Vin-
ton as the site of his new 
venture because he loves 
“working with towns like 
Vinton who are clearly 
pro-business and eager to 
bring new retail, restau-
rants, and businesses to 
the area and truly make 
you feel appreciated.” He 
says working with Town 
Manager Pete Peters and 
Community Programs 
Director Chasity Barbour 
has been “awesome.”

Barbour sees Pollard 
107 South as “another 

COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF VINTON 
Owner Jonathan Pate has spent a great deal of time in the design of the new restaurant. These are the current 
architectural renderings for the project.

The interior of the new Pollard 107 South restaurant has been completely gutted for renovations.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMSGlass garage doors will be installed on the front and side of the restaurant to bring in light.

Pollard 107 South from page 1

piece to the puzzle” of a 
reinvigorated downtown 
Vinton.

Th e building was pre-

viously owned by attor-
ney Bruce Mayer. Over 
the years, it has been 
home to the Gus Nicks 

Furniture Store, Sam’s 
Variety Store, and an an-
tique mall, before Star 
City Playhouse opened 

there in 2017. But this 
will be the fi rst restaurant 
at this site at a very visible 
intersection in Vinton.
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From Angie: Another 
Fall Festival is in the 
books, celebrating our 
20th year, and I couldn’t 
be prouder of the team 
we have– their dedication, 
their commitment to our 
town.  We have the best 
team. Kathryn Sowers and 
I could not do what we do 
alone.  

Many thanks to our 
Board of Directors, 
the Town of Vinton, 
the Vinton Police 
Department, the town’s 
Public Works Department 
(these guys are right there 
with us all day and even 
later). Th e day starts early 
and ends late. 

Th anks to Chasity 
Barbour, Vinton 
Community Programs 
Director, for working 
hand in hand with me on 
just about everything.  

Many thanks to our 
sponsors, our vendors, 
our downtown restaurants 
(we didn’t have food 

trucks this year) but they 
handled it like champs. 
Many thanks to our 
downtown businesses that 
participated in the festival. 
We hope it was a good day 
for you (you are why we 
do this). 

Many folks don’t know 
that the Fall Festival was 
started some 20 years ago 
to bring business back 
downtown after the roads 
and sidewalks were torn 
up and replaced– kind of 
to show off  the new work. 
People liked the festival 
and it continued. We are 
so glad it did. We love to 
carry on a tradition started 
many years ago.

From Bootie:  I loved 

getting out again and had 
a great time at the Fall 
Festival,  seeing so many 
people I haven’t seen for 
so long . Th anks to all that 
stopped by and gave me 
a hug. It really made me 
feel like old times. I miss 
seeing people. 

A special group I 
haven’t seen in ages is back 
here from Nashville— 
the one and only Chris 
Keaton and his family. 
Love them and it’s great to 
have them back. Th anks, 
Angie, for letting me 
hang out at the Chamber 
tent. Congratulations 
to the three amigos, 
Kathryn Sowers, Angie, 
and Chasity Barbour who 
worked hard getting the 
festival together— 5 a.m. 
makes for a long day. Well 
done!

 A reminder: Downtown 
Trick or Treating will be 
held on Th ursday, Oct. 
27 from 3-5 p.m. Bring all 
the kiddies!

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS

Angie
Chewning
Filling in for Bootie

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
From left, Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Assistant Kathryn Sowers, 
Vinton Community Programs Director Chasity  Barbour, and Chamber Executive 
Director Angie Chewning lead the team that organizes and produces the Vinton Fall 
Festival– and most other special events in the town.

With UnitedHealthcare®, it's easier than ever to get even 
more for your Medicare dollar. Our licensed sales agents 
will help you find a plan with more benefits -- including 
better-than-ever dental, vision, and prescription drug 
coverage, plus access to Medicare Advantage's largest 
national provider network.

Stop by during the times listed to get answers to your 
questions from a Medicare Plan Expert.

For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings call 1-540-283-7852, 
TTY 711. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of 
its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract. 
Benefits, features and/or devices vary by plan/area. Limitations and exclusions apply. 
Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare.
© 2022 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
Y0066_220722_025325_M  SPRJ77461

Improved benefits for 2023

When it comes to Medicare, 
UnitedHealthcare® offers you choices.

It’s time to take advantage
To search for meetings and find agents in your area, 
visit myuhcagent.com

Coastal Ins Planning of VA
137 Gus Nicks Blvd
Vinton, VA 24179

Croft Senior Services
706 Burks Hill Road
Bedford, VA 24523

Oct 17th- Dec 7th
Monday- Friday
9AM-4PM

10/21, 10/28, 11/11 & 12/2
10AM-12PM

Williamson Road Library
3837 Williamson Road
Roanoke, VA 24012

Blue Ridge Library
28 Avery Row 
Roanoke, VA 24012

Community Meeting 
10/14- 11AM-12PM
10/19-  2PM-3PM

Community Meeting
10/15 & 11/12
10AM-11AM

Leftwich, James W., Jr.
James W. Leftwich Jr. 

passed away peacefully Sep-
tember 26, 2022. 

He was proceeded in 
death by his parents, Mary 
and James Leftwich Sr. Jim 
is survived by his devoted 
wife of 56 years, Judith Ny-
lander; his daughters, Kath-
leen Savas (Paul); Kirsten 
Sutherlin (William); grand-
children, Alexis, Annika and 
“Th or” Sutherlin; his sister, 
Priscilla; brother, Timothy 
(Clara); and host of nieces and nephews. 

He graduated from East 
Carolina University. After 
graduating, he joined the 
Marine Corps and served 
during the Vietnam War 
where he earned a Bronze 
Star with a “V” for Valor. 
He retired from Reynolds 
Metals after 32 years. His 
greatest joy was his family. 

“His life was gentle; 
and the elements so mixed 
in him, that nature might 
stand up and say to all the 

world, this was a man.”

OBITUARY

The Keaton family has moved back from Nashville and stopped by the Vinton Area 
Chamber of Commerce booth at Fall Festival to visit Bootie (seated). Shown left to 
right standing are Gina, Chris and Maddi Keaton with Doug Cash.

Mount Pleasant Lions back in the swing of things
Submitted by Lion Mike Ferguson

During the months of Septem-
ber and October the Mount Pleas-
ant Lions have performed hearing 
screenings at several local elementary 
schools– Crystal Spring, Grandin 
Court, Wasena, and Fallon Park in 
the City of Roanoke– and vision 
screenings at Mountain View and 
Mount Pleasant Elementary Schools 
in Roanoke County. 

At each Roanoke City school, kids 
from pre-k, kindergarten, fi rst grade 
and third grade were screened using 
a device called an audiometer which 
is attached to a set of headphones. 
Each student’s hearing was tested at 
diff erent frequencies and diff erent 
intensity levels, and any child hav-
ing diffi  culty was then referred to the 
school speech and hearing specialist 
for follow up.   

In the Roanoke County schools, 
the vision of children in the same 
grade levels (K, fi rst, and third) was 
tested using SPOT machines. Th ese 
remarkable, non-contact devices 
can detect up to fi ve diff erent eye 
abnormalities. Th e child is seated 
about three feet from the hand-held 
camera-like instrument, and if he or 
she can focus on the lens, which has 
colored lights, for about 5 seconds, a 
stylized printout can be made noting 
any problems. On average, about 
90% of the kids have no issues; 
where a concern is raised, the child 
is seen by the school nurse for an ad-
ditional evaluation.  

While the Mount Pleasant Lions 
have been carrying out vision screen-
ings for about eight or nine years, this 
is their fi rst year doing hearing tests.  

Th e screening volunteers includ-
ed Lions Anne and Mike Ferguson, 
Brenda and Pat Musselwhite, Kenny 
Price, and Tommy Moore. Th ey all 
agreed that it was good to get back 
to a semblance of normalcy with the 
screenings, after having missed a cou-
ple of years due to the pandemic.Th e 
school nurses, speech and hearing 
specialists, staff , and administrators 
at the schools likewise were pleased 
to have the help.

On Tuesday October 4, the 
Mount Pleasant Lions Club was 
privileged to have as their guest 
speaker Lion Andre’ Peery, who is 
a member of the Roanoke Valley 
Breakfast Lions Club which in 1977 
became the fi rst integrated Lions 
Club in Virginia. Lion Peery is this 
year serving as 2nd Vice District 
Governor of Lions District 24-C.  
Th e District, which stretches from 
Forest, near Lynchburg, west out to 
Jonesville in Lee County, and from 
the West Virginia line to the North 
Carolina line, includes 56 diff erent 
Lions Clubs.  

Due to the distances involved, 
this year’s District Governor Connie 
Saunders, who is a member of the 
Bluefi eld Lions Club, has assigned 
the Roanoke area clubs to the 2nd 
Vice District Governor for in-person 
visits.

Lion Peery outlined the goals 

set for this year for the District and 
brought the good news that the Li-
ons have received a grant for a pilot 
program featuring TV ads about 
Lions and what they do.  He com-
mended the Mount Pleasant Club 
on its service work in the community 
and urged all members to focus on 
recruiting new members.  His obvi-
ous enthusiasm was infectious and 
appreciated by all in attendance.

As an added benefi t of the Vice 
District Governor’s visit, he present-
ed to Lion Janet West, the long-time 
secretary of the club, a Melvin Jones 
Award.  Th is award is the highest 
honor a club can bestow on a mem-
ber, and it was well deserved and 
overdue.  

One of Lion Janet’s favorite com-
ments is “Just saying” and she ac-
cepted the award with her usual low-
key nonchalance while the rest of 
the club members were “Just saying” 
congratulations.

At the next club meeting, on 
November 1, Shannon Abell, who 
is a Community Educator with the 
Virginia Association of Area Agen-
cies on Aging, will be the featured 
speaker.  He is expected to talk about 
current and developing issues in the 
Medicare and Medicaid programs 
along with the costs of supplemental 
insurance.  Members of the public 
are invited to what promises to be 
an informative meeting. Anyone in-
terested in attending, may call Club 
President Anne Ferguson, at 540-
330-4276 for further information.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MOUNT PLEASANT LIONS
Lion Janet West receives the Melvin Jones Award from 2nd 
Vice District Governor Andre Peery.

Members of the Mount Pleasant Lions Club have been 
volunteering their time to conduct vision and hearing 
screenings in several Roanoke City and County elementary 
schools. Shown left to right are Anne Ferguson, Brenda 
Musselwhite, Pat Musselwhite, Tommy Moore and Mike 
Ferguson, who were conducting a hearing screening at Fallon 
Park Elementary.
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

William Byrd Middle School 
recognizes Staff  Member of 
the Week – Brandy Helton

Each week the William 
Byrd Middle School foot-
ball team is honoring a 
staff  member at the school, 
selected and voted on by 
the players. Th e recipient 
is presented with the No. 
88 jersey to pay homage 
to 1988 when WBMS was 
built. Th e staff  member 
has the jersey for a day to 
wear on game day and for 
display.

Last week the athletes 

selected Brandy Helton as 
the Staff  Member of the 
Week. As an administrative 
assistant, the athletes noted 
Helton’s willingness to al-
ways help others as a trait 
they admired the most. 
Congratulations, Mrs. Hel-
ton!

With the Staff  Member 
of the Week Award, Coach 
Ryan Hutchison is fulfi ll-
ing a promise made to his 
late mentor, Coach Marty 

Yuhas, to honor a staff  
member for their guidance, 
support, and mentorship 
to student-athletes.  

“Football is a way of 
life,” Hutchison says. “It 
requires perseverance, hard 
work, sacrifi ce, and dedica-
tion. All these traits are im-
parted. Our responsibility 
as coaches is to instill these 
traits while we can.”

Submitted by William 
Byrd Middle School

PHOTO COURTESY OF WILLIAM BYRD MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Brandy Helton holds a Terriers jersey surrounded by some of her students at William 
Byrd Middle School.

their daughter Allison 
spent most of her fi rst fi ve 
years in the restaurant un-
til she started fi rst grade. 

Drum & Fife was open 
seven days a week for 
breakfast, lunch, and din-
ner and became known 
for their fresh, homemade 
food and desserts. At the 
time, there were only two 
grocery stores in Vinton—
Mick or Mack and Har-
ris & Huddleston, and 
that’s where the restaurant 
shopped to provide “a 
meat, two vegetables, and 
bread” lunch plates.

Finney concentrated on 
his construction work and 
built an addition onto the 
restaurant to house the 
F.W. Finney Construction 
Corporation offi  ce. 

Later on, the Finneys 
applied for an ABC license 
to enable them to sell beer. 
Liz says the town was out-
raged at the proposal. 

“Residents got up 
a petition and took us 
to court,” Liz says. Th e 
Finneys won the court 
case and became the fi rst 
restaurant to sell beer in 
the town—on condition 
that they would not adver-
tise beer and an actual can 
of beer could not be seen.

Th e Finneys closed the 
restaurant in 1975. Liz 
says the work had become 
too time consuming and it 
was diffi  cult to fi nd help. 

Th e Finneys moved 
their family to Vinton in 
1975 when daughter Deb-
bie was a junior at Cave 
Spring High School. She 
was permitted to continue 
at Cave Spring the re-
mainder of her junior year 
and her senior year until 
graduation. Allison was 
10 at the time of the move 
and started at Hardy Road 
Elementary.

Once Drum & Fife 
closed, Finney renovated 
that part of the building 
for a medical offi  ce for Dr. 
John Yost with a section 
also remodeled to enlarge 
the construction offi  ce.

Th e population of Vin-
ton added about 3,000 
residents between 1960 
and 1970, then totaling 
6,347, and added another 
1,700 by 1980, thanks in 
part to the building of new 
housing developments 
in and around Vinton by 
Finney Construction.

After Timberidge 
Farms, Finney developed 
the Crofton subdivision 
which lies between Har-
dy and Feather Roads in 
the late 1960s. He next 
bought 137 acres of the 
Muse Dairy Farm in 1969 
to build the Montgomery 
Village subdivision. Th at 
site had been considered 
for Hardy Road Elemen-
tary School.

“Fred was a motivated 

individual and took risks,” 
Liz said. “Some panned 
out and some did not. He 
built approximately 750 
houses and several com-
mercial buildings over the 
years in Roanoke, Vinton, 
and Salem, and several at 
Smith Mountain Lake. 
He was also very active 
in the Roanoke Valley 
Home Builders Associa-
tion, eventually becoming 
president in 1975.”

In 1973 he took on an-
other project in the com-
munity, building Aqua-
Net Swim Club, which 
the family ran for 43 years.  

“Back when the fam-
ily bought the acreage to 
build the Montgomery 
Village subdivision, it was 
customary for developers 
to also build swimming 
pools for the neighbor-
hoods they were creating,” 
Liz says. “Many bought 
homes in the subdivision 
because of the pool.”

Daughter Allison, who 
earned her degree in resi-
dential property manage-
ment at Virginia Tech, 
took over operation of the 
swim club after gradua-
tion and eventually took 
over all the family busi-
nesses.  

“Fred built apartments 
in Salem and wanted to 
do the same in down-
town Vinton on Pollard 
Street, but the rezoning 

request was turned down 
at the last minute,” his 
wife says. “He didn’t give 
up and built Vinton’s fi rst 
motel in 1991 in the same 
location– the American 
Effi  ciency Inns– without 
changing the zoning.” 

American Effi  ciency 
Inns is an “extended stay” 
operation, off ering week-
ly, monthly, and nightly 
rentals. Allison has man-
aged the extended stay 
since it opened in Janu-
ary 1992. All units have a 
full kitchen and a private 
bedroom. She says that 
currently most of their 
guests are traveling nurses/
health professionals who 
sign three-month con-
tracts with local hospitals. 
She believes their custom-
ers are helping the Vinton 
economy by spending 
their money locally where 
they eat and shop. 

Th roughout their mar-
riage, Finney was passion-
ate about traveling with 
his wife, and they did so 
extensively throughout the 
country and abroad. Th ey 
spent their winters in Vero 
Beach, Fla., where he was 
an active member of the 
Vero Beach Power Squad-
ron. Fred never missed his 
daily power walks in the 
Florida sunshine, or at the 
Lancerlot Sports Complex 
when home in Vinton. 

Fred passed away four 

years ago, on October 13, 
2018. Liz has retired and 
enjoys living in Vinton 
part of the year and in 
Florida during the winter 
months. She still lives in 
the same house they pur-
chased when they moved 
to Vinton in 1975.  

In his obituary in 
2018, his family summed 
up his life and commit-
ment to the community, 
“Fred was very ambitious 
and active throughout his 
life. He achieved Eagle 
Scout as a young man, was 
a captain in the Marine 
Corps, and was an accom-
plished member of its golf 
team. He was a residential 
and commercial build-
er, as president of F.W. 
Finney Construction Cor-
poration and American 
Effi  ciency Inns. He was 
a proud member of the 
Kazim Shriners, Roanoke 
Valley Shrine Club, Scot-
tish Rite, Lakeland Ma-
sonic Lodge, Etta Chapter 
Eastern Star, the Military 
Offi  cer Club (MOAA), 
and the Virginia Tech 
Golden Hokie Club since 
1969.”

Daughter Allison says 
all of her dad’s endeav-
ors would not have been 
possible without the hard 
work of her mother.  “She 
was the glue that held ev-
erything together. Th ey 
were a great team!”

States Marine Corps as 
a captain, stationed at 
Quantico.

After leaving the Ma-
rines he moved to Roanoke 
at the urging of friends and 
became a real estate agent. 
He learned the construc-
tion business from a rela-
tive, which led to his career 
as a real estate developer. 
Liz says he “started out 
slowly, buying one lot and 
building a house, before 
buying another lot.”

He started building 
houses in the Timberidge 
Farms subdivision in Vin-
ton in 1965. He liked to eat 
at Brown’s Restaurant in 
downtown Vinton and in 
February 1966 he bought 
the restaurant located on 
Lee Avenue (behind Vin-
ton Baptist), which he re-
named Drum & Fife.

Liz worked full-time 
managing, operating, and 
maintaining the books for 
the restaurant. She says 

PHOTO BY ALLISON FINNEY
F.W. Finney Construction Corporation is located on Lee Ave. in Vinton and was once home to Drum & 
Fife Restaurant.

PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY FINNEY FAMILY 
Fred and Liz Finney are shown in the Finney Construction offices in the early ’80s.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
From left, Fred, Allison, and Liz Finney in 2016 at the closing of 
the Aqua-Net Swim Club, which Fred built and Allison managed.

Fred Finney was an active member of the Kazim Shriners. He 
is shown in 2004 driving one of the Shriners’ cars in the Vinton 
Dogwood Parade.

Fred Finney was a real estate developer well known for the 
Montgomery Village, Timberidge Farms, and Crofton subdivisions 
in Vinton. as well as developments in Salem and at Smith 
Mountain Lake. The main road in Montgomery Village bears the 
family surname; other streets were named for family and friends.

Fred Finney from page 1

PHOTO BY ALLISON FINNEY
Fred Finney also built the American Efficiency Inns on South Pollard Street in downtown Vinton, now 
managed by his daughter, Allison, along with all the other family businesses.
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ADVERTISE!

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Walk-In Tubs

Backed by American Standard’s 
150 years of experience
Ultra low ease of entry and exit 
Patented Quick Drain® Technology
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy Jets for an 
invigorating massage

Limited Time Off er–Call Today!

855-864-5500M
ADE IN THE U.S.A

.

W
IT

H
 U.S. & IMPORTED

 P

A
R

T
S

To place your ad, call 389-9355

STATEWIDE  ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

STATEWIDE  ADS

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667A FREE ESTIMATE

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/31/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2022

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

FARM EQUIPMENT

Landowners – Leasing Your 
Land  To Hunters? Double 
your income with Base Camp 
Leasing’s hunters & r e d u c e 
risk with FREE $5M liability in-
surance. Call for a free quote 
(888) 871-1982

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

American Standard Walk-In 
Tubs. Buy from a brand you trust. 
Patented Quick-Drain® technol-
ogy. 44 hydrotherapy jets. Life-
time warranty on tub and installa-
tion! FREE in-home consultation 
at your convenience. Limited 
time offer - $1,500 in savings in-
cludes a FREE right-height toilet. 
Call 1-855-864-5500

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Of-
fer - $500 Discount + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-
4611

The bathroom of your dreams 
for as little as $149/month! BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. 
Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now and 
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-
945-1631
Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Afford-
able Print and Digital Advertis-
ing Solutions reaching potential 
candidates. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t -
ed, $395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Ol-
iver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member.  HYPERLINK “ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medi-
cal exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other  nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.Life55plus.
info/vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 

May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-888-
550-3083 www.dental50plus.
com/virginia #6258

Help Wanted

Newspaper 
Delivery Driver 

 

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

Pet Supplies

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Services - Elderly 
Care

Help Wanted  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE OF 
SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY 
PUBLICATION 

LORA S. BUTCHER
STEVEN BUTCHER

TAKE NOTICE 

ABSOLUTE DIVORCE. 

MCNAMARA, LYCANS & 
MYERS, P.C. 

Legals - City of 
Radford

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - Craig 
County

TRUSTEE S SALE 
OF 

3484 DICKS CREEK 
RD, NEW CASTLE, 

VA 24127 

 
 

Business and 
Employment Notice 

Legal

TRUSTEE S SALE 
OF 146 HANNAH 

CIR AKA RR 2 BOX 
1482, NEW 

CASTLE, VA 24127 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Craig 
County

Legal

 
 
Total Action 
Against Poverty, 
Inc

STATEWIDE  ADS

STATEWIDE  ADS
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355

BAG 

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

jemcoincollections
@gmail.com

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com

BOTETOURT 
MULCH AND 

LANDSCAPING
Mon. to Fri. 9am - 4pm Sat. 9am - 2pm

540-473-1229  

Corner of Route 220S and 
Herndon Street, Fincastle

King’s Hauling & 
Excavating, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

John King, PresidentSpecialized Saw 
& Mower, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

STIHL EQUIPMENT
New and Used Equipment & 
Parts Available on All Brands
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Above left, the William Byrd girls are off and running in the Blue Ridge Invitational at Greenfield Recreation Park Saturday. Right, the Byrd boys take the gun at Camp 
Alta Mons in the East Mont Invitational. Below left, Claire Glover runs for the girls in Shawsville and, below right, Olivia Hurd approaches the finish line in her first place 
effort at Camp Alta Mons. PHOTOS BY MATT DESIMONE AND JON FLEMING 

Hurd is the Word as 
Byrd girl wins race

The William Byrd cross country team had a busy 
time last week as the Terriers competed in two 
meets. Byrd ran in the East Mont Invitational on 
Wednesday, then traveled to Daleville for the Blue 
Ridge Invitational on Saturday.

The East Mont race was held at scenic Camp Alta 
Mons in Shawsville and Byrd senior Olivia Hurd won 
the individual title in the girls’ race. Olivia finished 
with a time of 21:15 to outrun runnerup Leah Altizer of 
Floyd County by 20 seconds. Olivia took the lead just 
before the one mile mark and stretched the lead over 
the next 2.1 miles of the 5,000 meter race. 

“It was almost perfect conditions and being an out 
and back course at the turn she could gauge where the 
competition was,” said Byrd coach Eric Royal. “I saw 
her use race strategies we have talked about for years. 
Her dedication to cross country has been great to see 
and it is all coming together for her to finish up her 
high school career running fast and leaving goals for 
future runners.”

Byrd finished seventh as a team with Floyd County 
winning the girls race. Also scoring for the Terriers 
were Claire Glover in 20th place, Lucy Whitenack 
in 37th, Riley Roth in 38th and Alexandra Bonilla in 
45th. There were 63 girls in the race.

The Byrd boys finished sixth at Alta Mons as Salem 
took the team title. The individual winner was Mason 
Erchull of Floyd with a time of 18:01 and Byrd’s 
best run was 18:45 by sophomore DeShawn Austin. 
DeShawn started out strong in the top five through the 
first half of the race but fell back a bit as the second 
mile came and went. Then, in the last 800 meters with 
the finish line in sight, he changed gears and went to 
passing several runners to take seventh.

“DeShawn Austin ran a very good race,” said Royal. 
“He continues to learn how to race and when it comes 
together with his raw talent, he for sure will be a run-
ner the competition will not want in the races.”

Other scorers for Byrd were Stephen Underwood 
in 17th, Shaun Gower in 27th, Brayden McCulloch in 
44th and Drew Bartley in 47th. There were 64 runners 
in the boys’ race.

Byrd’s Elena Mullen, an eighth grader, won the 
jayvee race in 24:35. Byrd took the top four spots with 
Mullen, Payton Ramsey, Heidi Wienke and Arianna 
Krista with Liz Dixon and Megan Higgins finishing 
seventh and eighth.

“Elena once again has shown she means business,” 
said Royal. “This was her first 5,000 meter race and it 
was mixed, and she ran faster than most of the boys in 
the race. She is a gritty runner and loves to compete.”

On Saturday the Terriers ran in the Blue Ridge 
Invitational at the Greenfield Recreation Park in 
Daleville and it was a big day for the Christiansburg 
team. The Blue Demons swept the boys’ and girls’ 
5K varsity races as well as the boys’ and girls’ middle 
school two mile races.

Byrd’s girls took fourth among nine teams and 
again Hurd led the way. Olivia finished fourth overall 
with a time of 21:27, a minute and 27 seconds behind 
the winner, Kerrigan Chaney of North Cross School. 
Also scoring for Byrd were Glover in 18th place, 
Bonilla in 40th, Whitenack in 42nd and Bethany 
Beecher in 50th place. There were 71 girls in the race.

“Claire Glover has been a consistent finisher for us 
and she also ran a very good race,” said Royal. “Alex 
Bonilla and Lucy Whitenack have been improving all 
season and we are looking for them to go to the next 
level of racing.”

The boys finished 11th with 92 runners competing. 
Austin led Byrd with a time of 19:43 for 23rd place. 
Lawson Mecom of Christiansburg was the individual 
winner in 17:20 as the Blue Demons had three of the 
top four finishers.

Gower was next for Byrd in 30th place, and also 
scoring were Underwood at 43, Reagan Lilley at 63 
and Bartley at 73.

“Shaun Gower is starting to understand how to 
race, just in time for the post season,” said Royal. 
“Stephan Underwood has also been a reliable run-
ner.” 

The Terriers are off this week as they prepare for 
the annual Metro Cross Country race in Blacksburg 
next Wednesday, October 19.

“As the regular season winds down and we prepare 
for the post season our runners are looking good to 
go to Metro, BRD and Region meets with confidence 
of running fast and knowing they have run their best 
races,” said Royal. “Our motto for this year is keep 
moving forward and it is showing in our perfor-
mances.”

The Sandlot Football playoffs are just about here. Play-in games will be on Tuesday, October 18th, and on Saturday, October 22nd, 8U 
playoffs will be held at Glenvar High, 10U at William Byrd’s Patterson Stadium and 12U at Bogle Field behind Cave Spring Middle School. 
Highfill Field in Vinton was home to four games last Saturday. Above left, Vinton’s Bryson Whorley (#18) pitches the ball to Jaden Smith. 
Above right,Peyton Underwood(#13) leads Riggins Hill around the end in a thriller against the Botetourt Warriors. Vinton won the 10U 
game, 26-20, when Hill passed to Jack Clark for a touchdown with 30 seconds remaining. Below right, teammates rush to greet Clark 
(#19) after the winning score and, below left, 10U cheerleaders pump up the crowd. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

SANDLOT
FOOTBALL
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Above left, Byrd’s Alex Reamey (#43) dives for a loose ball and, above right, Wyatte Bailey (#10) and Lane Shoemaker (#6) fight for a Lord Botetourt fumble. Below left, 
Byrd’s Dustin Richards tackles LB’s Jakari Nicely and, below right, Bricen Lancaster tries an onsides kick in the closing minutes of the game with Byrd down by seven.

PHOTOS BY SUZANNE WITCHER

Terriers host Eagles in 
Homecoming game Fri.

Its Homecoming week at William Byrd High 
School and the Franklin County football team will 
provide the opposition for Friday’s game. The 
Terriers and Eagles will kick off at 7 pm in the first 
game at what is now Jeff Highfill Field at Robert A. 
Patterson Stadium.

The field was named for former coach Highfill 
at a Roanoke County School Board meeting on 
Thursday. Jeff concluded his 38 years as head foot-
ball coach at Byrd in 2018 with a record of 211-184-
1. He also won 446 games as a soccer head coach at 
Byrd over 35 years, giving him 657 wins coaching 
Terrier athletes with many coming on that field.

It’s fitting that the first game on “Highfill Field” 
will be against Franklin County, because Eagles 
head coach JR Edwards was one of Byrd’s all-time 
great players and a former varsity assistant for the 
Terriers. He was a quarterback for Jeff during his 
playing days and has remained close to Highfill all 
through the years.

Highfill only coached against Franklin County 
twice in his 38 years as head coach, splitting the 
games. The Class 6 Eagles joined the Blue Ridge 
District in 2019 so now they’re on the schedule 
every year, and Byrd has yet to beat them in three 
tries as district opponents. Last year Franklin won 
41-23 in Rocky Mount.

This year the Eagles are off to a 4-2 start after 
six games. They’ve beaten Bassett, Magna Vista, 
Hidden Valley and Staunton River and lost to two 
area powers, Salem and Liberty Christian Academy. 
They gave Salem a score with a 33-32 loss in the 
second game of the season.

“Franklin County is a good 6A team that has 
size, speed, and a lot of seniors on the field,” said 
Byrd coach Brad Lutz. “Their running back was 
last year’s Blue Ridge District Offensive Player of 
the Year and the quarterback is a scholarship player 
in college. They have some size at receiver, which 
causes match up problems for some opponents. 
Their defense is big and they have nine senior start-
ers returning.”

The Terriers are coming off one of their best 
games of the year, even though they lost. Byrd 
traveled to Daleville last Friday and gave Lord 
Botetourt, the top ranked team in Region 3D, a real 
scare before falling 28-21.

“They have a vastly improved football team,” said 
LB coach Jamie Harless of the Terriers. “They’ll 
win several more games and make some noise in 
the playoffs. They have some tough kids, as usual.”

Byrd took the lead in the first quarter on a 13 

yard run by freshman DeShannon Reed but the Cavs 
were back on top by halftime as Jakari Nicely fin-
ished off drives with a touchdown run of 17 yards 
and a 15 yard TD pass to Andrew Gilbert. Byrd tied 
the game in the third period on an 11 yard TD run by 
quarterback Israel Hairston and that’s how it stood 
after three quarters as the Terriers took advantage of 
some LB miscues.

Nicely’s two yard TD run regained the lead 
for LB at 21-14 early in the third quarter, and the 
Cavaliers put an insurance score on the board with 
Nicely’s third touchdown run of the game, this time 
from 12 yards out. However, Reed ran the kickoff 
back 98 yards for a touchdown and the Cavs had to 
kill out the clock to hang on for the win.

Reed led the Byrd rushing attack with 42 yards 
while Hairston had 48 yards passing and 17 rushing. 
Cooper Minnix had 25 yards in receptions and Alex 
Dunn had 17.

On defense Ian Vest had eight total tackles and 
two quarterback pressures. John Kiker, Dexter 
Gaines, Nate Williamson and Doniven Davis has 
seven tackles each and Gaines had a fumble recov-
ery and Davis had a sack.

 “We are getting closer,” said Lutz. “Our schedule 
is brutal, but the strength of the schedule is acceler-
ating our progress, because our players are handling 
it well. Our team is continuing to make improve-

ments each week and our coaches are very proud of 
their efforts and their commitment to get better at 
the details. Five of our six games have been against 
playoff ranked teams, and we have played the three 
top ranked teams in the region. We are getting clos-
er but this week, we need to finish a game at the end.

The loss dropped Byrd to 2-4 on the season and 
the Terriers are ninth in the VHSL Region 3D rank-
ings. A big game still looming will be October 21 
when they play at Staunton River, as the Eagles are 
the seventh team in Region 3D, and they could also 
pick up some big points if they can beat Class 6 
Franklin County or Class 5 William Fleming.

“We are playing in bigger games this season,” 
said Lutz. “Our players are learning how to play in 
a playoff caliber game, and they are showing huge 
improvements in the process.”

As for Homecoming, it’s a week most coaches 
hate due to the distractions. Highfill didn’t allow his 
players to participate in halftime ceremonies after 
an incident early in his career at Byrd where one of 
his players was rushing from a convertible to join 
the second half kickoff team already on the field.

“Our players know this is a big game,” said 
Lutz. “We will not have to compete for their focus. 
They are student-athletes, so they will enjoy the 
fun activities for the week, but when Friday night 
arrives they will be ready to play.”

The William Byrd volleyball team will be in 
Rocky Mount tonight for a Blue Ridge District match 
with Franklin County. The Terriers and Eagles are 
battling for second place in the district heading down 
the home stretch of the season.

Lord Botetourt took over sole possession of first 
place when the Cavaliers defeated Byrd in Vinton 
last Thursday. LB is still undefeated in district play 
after downing Byrd in three sets, 25-16, 25-23 and 
25-12. 

Byrd’s Carsyn Kotz picked up her 100th career 
assist in the first set of the LB match. She needed 
just three to hit the mark and finished with 11. Terran 
Brown had five aces and six digs on the night while 
Ella Ashworth picked up 10 digs. The team also 
hosted alumni from the Terrier program on this night 
and recognized over 20 former players at the end of 
the first set.

The girls came battling back this week with two 
wins in two nights. On Monday they traveled to Cave 
Spring for a non-district match and picked up a win 
in four sets, 25-18, 25-21, 20-25 and 25-18. Raelyn 
Lancaster had a big night with five aces and 10 kills.  
Emily Tuck added 10 kills and picked up 14 digs 
while Brown put down nine kills and had 23 digs.

On Tuesday Byrd was in Moneta to take on 
Staunton River and the girls picked up a Blue Ridge 
District win in three sets, 25-11, 25-11 and 25-22. 
Tuck had 11 digs and Ella Ashworth had 10. Brown 
led the team with nine kills and Kotz added to her 
career assist total with 16 more.

With the two wins the Terriers improved to 13-5 
overall and they’re sitting at 5-2 in the district. Next 
week Byrd has two home matches, as Northside 
comes to Vinton on Tuesday and William Fleming is 
here a week from tonight.  

Above, Byrd’s Eva Brown(#4) and Alexis Helton(#6) go up for a 
block against Lord Botetourt last week, and right Emily Tuck 
throws down a kill. Below, Carsyn Kotz (#12) is honored for 
her 1,000th assist as brother Briggs, mom Shawna and dad 
Mitchell joining her. ACTION PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Wm. Byrd girls win
back-to-back games
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