
Vinton is anxiously 
awaiting the opening of 
Pok-E-Joe’S Smokehouse 
and Grill which is moving 
into Vinyard Station in the 
former Joe Goodpies loca-
tion at 105 East Washing-
ton Avenue.

Owner Cory Welch an-
nounced the opening on 
local TV and Facebook last 
week with “Pok-E-Joe’S is 
coming home! With more 
than four generations of 
Vinton roots and William 
Byrd Terriers driving our 
passion for great southern-
style food, we are excited 
to announce a new loca-
tion to enjoy our award-
winning house smoked 
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Vinton Wesleyan 
Church hosted this year’s 
Community Thanksgiving 
Service on Nov. 20, joined 
by Vinton Baptist, Lynn 
Haven Baptist, Parkway 
Church on the Mountain, 
and Campbell Memorial 
Presbyterian Church.

The service was filled 
with song, prayer, scrip-
ture, laughter, and a 
Thanksgiving message.

Soloists included Vin-
ton Wesleyan pianist De-
nis Looney, Olivia Foster, 
a student at Read Moun-
tain Middle School, who 
sang “In Jesus Name,” 
Steve Whorley from Vin-
ton Wesleyan who sang 
“There’s Always a Place 
at the Table,” and Beth 
Radford from Lynn Haven 
Baptist who performed 
“My Tribute.” 

Dr. Ken Nicely from 

Th e annual Vinton Christmas 
Parade kicks off  the holiday season 
on Dec. 1. Th e traditional tree-
lighting ceremony begins at 6 p.m. 
with greetings from Vinton Mayor 
Brad Grose, the lighting of the tree, 
and entertainment by Floyd Ward 
School of Dance.

Th e parade itself steps off  from 
the Vinton War Memorial at 7 
p.m. and continues down Wash-
ington Avenue through the streets 
of downtown Vinton and ends up 
at the Billy Byrd Apartments.

Several roads will be closed from 

5:30 to 10:30 p.m. 
Food trucks will be in the area, 

the Vinton Lions Club will be host-
ing their annual spaghetti supper at 
the VFW from 4 to 7 p.m. and lo-
cal restaurants will be open to pa-
rade goers.

Th e fi rst Parade of Trees will be 
on display on the Vinton War Me-
morial lawn from Nov. 24 through 
Jan. 2, 2023. Santa himself will 
be on the lawn for pictures on 
Dec. 6 from 5:30-7 p.m., Dec. 10 
from 9-11 a.m., Dec. 17 from 9-11 
a.m. and Dec. 22 from 5:30-7 pm. 

Submitted by Vinton Area 
Chamber of Commerce and Town of 

Vinton Community Programs

American Indian Gerri Reynolds Wade 
shares her story and traditions

Gerri Reynolds Wade is a birthright 
member of the federally recognized Rap-
pahannock Tribe of Virginia.  Wade’s na-
tive name is “Singing Heart Woman,” 
which means “songs of my soul.” She is a 
musician who enjoys singing and playing 
piano. 

She served as Chief Executive Offi  cer 
for the Virginia Tribal Educational Con-
sortium, founded in 2019 by Tribal lead-
ers from the seven federally recognized 
tribal Nations across Virginia to create a 
non-profi t Tribal Education Agency, “to 
build the leadership capacity of our Tribal 
Nations to support academic excellence, 
cultural awareness, and historical accu-
racy.”  

Previously Wade served as Vice Presi-
dent for the Developmental Disabilities 
Ministry at HopeTree Family Services.  
She retired from this job that she loved 
after 18 years.  She also retired from Roa-

Vinton churches unite for 
Community Th anksgiving Service

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
American Indian Gerri Wade was the guest speaker for 
Circle 3 at Thrasher Memorial UMC on Nov. 8, sharing 
Native American traditions, history, and her own story

Vinton Christmas Parade kicks 
off  the holiday season on Dec. 1
Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Gerri Reynolds Wade, page  3

meats from ‘Pok-E-Joe’S 
Smokehouse and Grill. We 
are excited to share this next 
chapter in our story with a 
community that we’ve al-
ways considered family!”

Welch graduated in 
the William Byrd Class of 
1992. Vinton Town Man-
ager Pete Peters was a class-
mate.

“I was thrilled to 
learn that Cory was se-
lected to backfi ll the for-
mer Joe’s Goodpies’s loca-
tion at Vinyard Station, 
and I was certainly pulling 
for him behind the scenes,” 
Peters said. “Cory’s Pok-E-
Joe’S restaurant location in 
the Lynchburg area gets rave 
reviews and any time you 
can have one of your own 
come back home, I think 
that is a great thing. His 
connection to community 
and knowing his customers 
is to me a huge advantage 
that shouldn’t be under-
stated. Restaurants in gen-
eral are a tough business, 
particularly in the current 
staff  shortage environment. 
So, the fact that Cory has a 
proven product and exten-
sive management experi-
ence in this fi eld will cer-
tainly give him a leg up. I 

See Pok-E-Joe’S,  page 5

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CORY WELCH
Cory Welch and his family will be opening Pok-E-
Joe’S Smokehouse and Grill in Vinton, anticipating an 
opening in February 2023.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Vinton area churches came together at Vinton Wesleyan on Nov. 
20 to celebrate Thanksgiving and give thanks. Shown left to 
right are: Vinton Wesleyan Church pastor Rev. Ricardo Rodriguez, 
Vinton Wesleyan soloist Steve Whorley, soloist Randy Nicely (Villa 
Heights Baptist), Vinton Breakfast Lion Eric Mills (in front), Vinton 
Wesleyan Music Director Joyce Rodriguez, solist Olivia Foster from 
Vinton Baptist, Vinton Wesleyan Associate Pastor John Ryall, Rev. 
Jonathan Moelker from Campbell Memorial Presbyterian, soloist 
Dr. Ken Nicely from Vinton Baptist, Rev. Travis Russell from Vinton 
Baptist, Dr. John Ott, Senior Pastor at Parkway Church on the 
Mountain, and Vinton Wesleyan pianist Denis Looney. Not pictured-
-soloist Beth Radford from Lynn Haven Baptist and accompanist Gari 
Melchers from Vinton Baptist.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Cory Welch will be opening Pok-E-Joe’S Smokehouse 
and Grill in the space formerly occupied by Joe 
Goodpies restaurant at Vinyard Station in downtown 
Vinton. He is shown with one of his signature burgers, 
the Smokehouse Burger, served with lettuce, tomato, 
mayo, onion straws, and Honey Chipotle Sauce.

Vinton Business of the Week – Welcome Pok-E-Joe’S Smokehouse and Grill

See Thanksgiving Service, page 6
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November 25th: 1:00pm-4:00pm 
 7:30pm-10:30pm 
November 26th 3:00pm-5:45pm 
 7:30pm-10:30pm 
November 27th: 1:30pm-3:30pm 
November 28th: 1:00pm-3:30pm 
November 29th: 1:00pm-3:30pm 
November 30th: 1:00pm-3:30pm 
December 1st: 1:00pm-3:30pm 
December 2nd: 1:00pm-3:30pm 
 7:00pm-10:00pm 
December 3rd: 7:30pm-10:30pm 
December 4th: 1:30pm-3:30pm 
December 5th: 1:00pm-3:30pm 
December 6th: 1:00pm-3:30pm 
December 7th: 1:00pm-3:30pm
December 8th: 1:00pm-3:30pm
December 9th: 1:00pm-3:30pm 
 7:00pm-10:00pm
December 10th: 12:15pm 2:45pm 
 8:00pm-11:00pm

December 11th: 3:00pm-5:00pm 
December 12th: 1:00pm-3:30pm 
December 13th: 1:00pm-3:30pm
December 14th: 1:00pm-3:30pm 
December 15th: 1:00pm-3:30pm 
December 16th: 1:00pm-3:30pm 
 7:00pm-10:00pm 
December 17th: 12:15pm-2:45pm 
 7:30pm-10:30pm 
December 18th: 12:00pm-3:00pm  
 3:30pm-6:30pm 
 7:00pm-10:00pm 
December 19th: 12:00pm-3:30pm 
December 20th: 12:00pm-3:00pm  
 3:30pm-6:30pm 
 7:00pm-10:00pm
December 21st: 12:00pm-3:00pm  
 3:30pm-6:30pm 
 7:00pm-10:00pm 
December 22nd: 12:00pm-3:00pm  
 3:30pm-6:30pm 
 7:00pm-10:00pm

December 23rd: 12:00pm-3:00pm  
 3:30pm-6:30pm 
 7:00pm-10:00pm 
December 24th: 8:30am-11:30am  
 12:00pm-3:00pm 
 3:30pm-6:30pm 
December 26th: 12:00pm-3:00pm  
 3:30pm-6:30pm
  7:00pm-10:00pm
December 27th: 12:00pm-3:00pm  
 3:30pm-6:30pm 
 7:00pm-10:00pm 
December 28th: 12:00pm-3:00pm  
 3:30pm-6:30pm 
 7:00pm-10:00pm 
December 29th: 12:00pm-3:00pm  
 3:30pm-6:30pm 
 7:00pm-10:00pm 
December 30th: 12:00pm-3:00pm  
 3:30pm-6:30pm 
 7:00pm-10:00pm 
December 31st: 8:30am-11:30am  
 12:00pm-3:00pm
 3:30pm-6:30pm

Holiday Schedule

$7 Admission/$3 Rental

Lancerlot Sports Complex releases 
holiday ice skating schedule

 It’s the most wonder-
ful time of the year and 
Lancerlot Sports Com-
plex (LSC in Vinton 
welcomes the public to 
holiday open ice skating 
presented by the Roa-
noke Rail Yard Dawgs. 

With an over abun-
dant amount of Christ-
mas trees and holiday 
decorations, LSC turns 
their  ice rink into a win-
ter wonderland every 
November with holiday 
decorations, hot cocoa, 
holiday tunes, smooth 
ice, and plenty of fun.

Visit Lancerlot Sports 
Complex.com or on 
Facebook for the most 
updated skating times 
and to see all the things 
happening at “The Lot.” 

Open ice skating 
is year-round at the 
Lancerlot Sport Com-

plex, but the below dates 
and times highlight the 
holiday-themed skates: 

Nov. 25: 1-4 p.m., 
7:30-10:30 p.m. 

Nov.26: 3-5:45 p.m., 
7:30-10:30 p.m. 

Nov. 27: 1:30-3:30 
p.m. 

Nov. 28: 1-3:30 p.m. 
Nov. 29: 1-3:30 p.m. 
Nov. 30: 1-3:30 p.m. 
Dec. 1: 1-3:30 p.m. 
Dec. 2: 1-3:30 p.m., 

7-10 p.m. 
Dec. 3: 7:30-10:30 

p.m. 
Dec. 4: 1:30-3:30 

p.m. 
Dec. 5: 1-3:30 p.m. 
Dec. 6: 1-3:30 p.m. 
Dec. 7: 1-3:30 p.m. 
Dec. 8: 1-3:30 p.m. 
Dec. 9: 1-3:30 p.m., 

7-10 p.m. 
Dec. 10: 12:15-2:45 

p.m., 8-11 p.m. 

Dec. 11: 3-5 p.m. 
Dec. 12: 1-3:30 p.m. 
Dec. 13: 1-3:30 p.m. 
Dec. 14: 1-3:30 p.m. 
Dec. 15: 1-3:30 p.m., 
Dec. 16: 1-3:30 p.m., 

7-10 p.m. 
Dec. 17: 12:15-2:45 

p.m., 7:30 p.m.-10:30 
p.m. 

Dec. 18: 12-3:00 
p.m., 3:30 p.m.-
6:30pm, 7-10 p.m. 

Dec. 19: 12-3:30 
p.m. 

Dec. 20: 12-3:00 
p.m., 3:30-6:30 p.m., 
7-10:00 p.m. 

Dec. 21: 12-3:00 
p.m., 3:30-6:30 p.m., 
7-10:00 p.m. 

Dec. 22: 12-3:00 
p.m., 3:30-6:30 p.m., 
7-10:00 p.m. 

Dec. 2: 12-3:00 p.m., 
3:30-6:30 p.m., 7:00-
10:00 p.m. 

Dec. 24: 8:30-11:30 
a.m., 12-3:00 p.m., 
3:30-6:30 p.m. 

Dec. 26: 12-3:00 
p.m., 3:30-6:30 p.m., 
7-10:00 p.m. 

Dec. 27: 12-3:00 
p.m., 3:30-6:30 p.m., 
7-10:00 p.m. 

Dec. 28: 12-3:00 
p.m., 3:30-6:30 p.m., 
7-10:00 p.m. 

Dec. 29: 12-3:00 
p.m., 3:30-6:30 p.m., 
7-10:00 p.m. 

Dec. 30: 12-3:00 
p.m., 3:30-6:30 p.m., 
7-10:00 p.m. 

Dec. 31: 8:30-11:30 
a.m., 12:00-3:00 p.m., 
3:30-6:30 p.m.

Contact: Joe Miller 
General Manager by 
calling 540-981-0205 or 
email him at JMiller@
LancerlotSportsCom-
plex.com. 

The holiday season is 
finally upon us! Are you 
ready to get in the spirit? 
If you’re looking for fes-
tive things to do this year 
with the family, we’ve 
got you covered. Stop 
by outside the library 
with the family before 
the Vinton Christmas 
Parade on Dec. 1 from 
4-6 p.m. for all kinds 
of fun: get a candy cane 
from the Grinch, spin 
our prize wheel, enjoy 
a showing of Dr. Seuss’s 
“The Grinch” on the pa-
tio, make cute crafts, and 
much more. The Vinton 
Police Department will 
also be here providing 
hot beverages. 

Register online to 
come to our Santa Break-
fast on Friday, Dec. 9 
from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Bring the whole fam-
ily to meet Santa, have 
a breakfast snack, and 
enjoy a holiday-themed 
story time and craft! 
During the breakfast, be 
sure to stop by to see au-
thor Valerie Archual and 
her rescue cat, Roger, 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.; 
she will have a table of 
her holiday books in the 
lobby area. 

We will also be cel-
ebrating this year with 
Gingerbread Houses. 
Register the family to 
come build your own 
gingerbread house to-
gether on Thursday, 
Dec. 15 from 4-5 p.m. 
If that wasn’t enough of 
the festive spirit for you, 
be sure to come by for 
Holiday Movies on the 
Patio on Dec. 6, 13, and 
20 from 4:30-6:30 p.m.

If, like some of us, 
you’ve still got Hallow-
een on the brain and you 
just can’t let go of the 
spooky season, we’ve got 
a little pick-me-up for 
you. On Monday, Dec. 5 
at 6 p.m. we will have a 
Paranormal Investigator 
Presentation by Research 
Society Virginia Para-
normal. Be sure to come 
by to learn about lo-
cal hauntings and other 
anomalies.

Remember to register 
for this month’s Cre-
ations and Temptations 
on Thursday, Dec. 8 
from 6-7:30 p.m.; join 
Melinda in making a 
Mountain Sunset Sun-
catcher from recycled 
DVD discs. 

Open Bridge will con-

tinue every Tuesday from 
1-4 p.m. The Roanoke 
Valley Dulcimers will 
meet Saturday, Dec.17 
from 10:15 a.m.-2:15 
p.m. 

DMV Connect will be 
here on Wednesday, Dec. 
28 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
closing from 1-2 p.m. for 
lunch.

Having tech prob-
lems? Make a Tech Time 
appointment to bring 
your device and ques-
tions into the library for 
some help. Also, GED 
Classes with Roanoke 
Valley-Alleghany Region 
5 Adult Education con-
tinue every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 5-7:30 
p.m. Register for these 
free classes at www.re-
g ionf i veadu l t ed . com. 
(Classes will not be held 
Dec. 20, 22, 27, or 29.)

Looking to join a new 
book club? This month 
the Vinton Book Club 
will be having a free for 
all discussion; come by 
to talk about whatever 
you’ve been reading this 
month on Thursday, 
Dec. 8 at 3 p.m. The 
As the Page Turns Book 
Club will discuss “Red-
head by the Side of the 
Road” by Anne Tyler on 
Wednesday, Dec. 14 at 2 
p.m. 

Don’t be a cotton-
headed ninny muggings! 
Teens, join us on Satur-
day, Dec. 10 from 2-4 
p.m. for “Elf ” (not on 
the shelf ). Enjoy this 
classic holiday movie, 
some yummy hot choco-
late, and fun crafts. Teen 
Book Club will be Mon-
day, Dec. 12 from 5-6 
p.m., and don’t forget to 
register for Teen Anime 
Club on Monday, Dec. 
19 from 6-7 p.m. 

Drop in with the 
kids for Lego Play on 
Wednesday, Dec. 28 
from 4-5 p.m., to have 
fun creating and sharing 
your Lego masterpieces. 

Have you noticed the 
changes in the library 
catalog and need a little 
help? Come by and we’ll 
show you how things 
work on Thursday, Dec. 
15 at 6 p.m. in our Wel-
come to Wise program.  

Last, but certainly not 
least, Happy Holidays 
from all of us here at the 
Vinton Library! 

Submitted by Molly 
Meador, Library 

Assistant, Vinton Library

Vinton Wesleyan holding silent 
auction of Christmas Nativity sets

Vinton Wesleyan Church will be 
holding a Silent Auction of 175 Na-
tivity sets along with other Christ-
mas items (220 total) in the fellow-
ship hall on Sunday, November 20 
and Sunday, November 27 from 1 
to 5 p.m.

Th ese items were donated by 

Sharon Hammack in memory of 
her mother, June Perkins, who col-
lected the Christmas items over 
many years. 

Proceeds from the silent auc-
tion will benefi t Vinton Wesleyan 
Church Missions.

Vinton Wesleyan is located at 246 

East Jeff erson Avenue in downtown 
Vinton. Use the ramp entrance on 
South Pollard, across from the Ro-
land E. Cook Lofts.

Call 540-345-3385 for more in-
formation.

Submitted by Vinton Wesleyan 
Church

VINTON HISTORY
Santa is probably the 

most beloved and exciting 
tradition of Christmas, es-
pecially for children.  But 
where did the tradition of 
Santa come from?  

Th e fi rst signs of Santa 
lead back to a 4th Cen-
tury monk known as Saint 
Nicholas.  He gave away his 
inherited wealth and trav-
eled the countryside help-
ing the poor and sick. He 
was depicted as a bearded 
man dressed in canonical 
robes, carrying a sack over 
his shoulder. 

Th e picture we have 
of Santa today is largely 
thanks to Clement Clarke 
Moore’s 1822 poem “’Twas 
the Night Before Christ-
mas” being described as a 
“jolly old elf” with “a little 
round belly.”

Coca-Cola and its inten-
sive Christmas advertising 
also played a role in ce-
menting the image we have 
of Santa today in people’s 
minds. Santa did not pop 
into existence but was rath-
er a melding and morphing 
over time of many coun-
tries’ folklores, traditions, 
and beliefs. It is no wonder 
that Santa is a universal and 
much-loved fi gure. 

Th e Santas pictured were 
donated by Ann Hewitt, 
a museum volunteer and 
director of the Vinton His-
torical Society.  Th e diff er-
ent years of Santa’s had spe-
cial meaning to her family.

Submitted by Judy 
Cunningham, Vinton 

History Museum Executive 
Director

PHOTO BY JUDY CUNNINGHAM
These Santas on display at the Vinton History Museum 
were donated by Ann Hewitt.

Matt Bartley, Director 
of Choirs at William Byrd 
Middle and High schools, 
has announced that 21 
WBHS choir students 
scored high enough in All-
District Choir auditions 
on November 5 to make 
the 2022-2023 All District 
Choir.

Bartley says their musi-
cal district is made up of 
any school choir program 
between Radford, Lynch-
burg, Roanoke, and Dan-
ville.  Th irty-four choir 
programs in the district 
participated in auditions 
this year. 

“Only two schools have 
a higher number of stu-
dents who were selected,” 
Bartley said. “Further-
more, if this audition were 
identical to the All-Vir-
ginia audition, we would 
have had four to make All-
State.”

At the audition, stu-
dents perform a pre-se-
lected prepared piece in 
a comfortable range for 
their voice part and also a 
sight reading (an excerpt 
of music they have never 
seen) for two judges in a 
blind audition.

Using a performance 
rubric, the judges give the 
students a score based on 
their audition. Scores are 

then tabulated and put 
together in order to select 
delegates.

WBHS students mak-
ing All District Choir in-
clude:

Soprano 1: Grace Long
Soprano 2: Cindel 

Camper, Sydney Wintz, 
Taylor Davis

Alto 1: Maggie Rusinak
Alto 2: Abigail Bush, 

Brooke Hershel, Kaeleigh 
Swan, Lily Kroese, Miley 
Moses, Olaedo Anyanwu

Tenor 1: Christian 
Parker, Daniel Chap-
pell, Olivia Staten, Riley 
Wheeler

Tenor 2: Jason Cox
Bass 1: Corben Draper
Bass 2: A’Man Banks, 

Connor Wheeler, Demari-
on Williams, Owen Hum-
phreys

Students who made All-
District Choir are eligible 
to try out for All State 
Choir in February.

“A big shoutout to the 
Leo and Beta Clubs for 
helping us host auditions,” 
Bartley said. He was ex-
pecting to verify volunteer 
hours for the students, 
“but many said they just 
wanted to help and that is 
special.”

Submitted by WBMS/
WBHS Choir Director 

Matt Bartley

WBHS students make 
All District Choir
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. 1965 PGA Champion 
David
  5. Pesetas (abbr.)
  9. So. Am. treeless 
grassland
 14. A fencing sword
 15. Do over, as of a house
 16. Confederate general 
Richard S.
 17. Seamen
 18. Honey bee genus
 19. City in central Poland on 
the Mleczna
 20. E. M. Forster novel
 23. Jenny __, Swedish 
soprano
 24. Illumined
 25. Escargots
 28. Surgical clamp
 33. Maize 
 34. Ngerulmud is the 
Republic’s capital

 35. __ Jima, WW II 
battlefield
 36. Master copies
 39. Jack of little fat
 41. Apple or lemon meringue
 42. Actress Zellwegger
 43. At this place
 44. Remunerations
 46. Removes writing
 48. Fit out a ship with sails, 
etc.
 49. Elinor __, British novelist
 50. M. Ali’s famous boast
 57. Damascus is the capital
 58. Worldly rather than 
spiritual
 59. Winglike structures
 60. Indicating silence
 61. Myanmar monetary unit
 62. 100 = 1 tala
 63. Translucent, greenish 
variety 
       of chalcedony

 64. Impudence
 65. Netherlands river
CLUES DOWN
   1. Denotes change of position
  2. So. Am. armadillo with 3 bands of 
bony plates
  3. About aviation
  4. Repairing  worn shoes
  5. Decapods
  6. Having moderate heat
  7. Almost horizontal entance to a 
mine
  8. Somalian shilling (abbr.)
  9. Penetrable
 10. To be in store for
 11. People of ancient Media
 12. A way to work the soil
 13. Air-launched missile
 21. 1/1000 of an inch
 22. ___ Mater, one’s school
 25. Old English poet or bard
 26. Persian wheel used to raise 
water

 27. Spirit in “The Tempest”
 28. Drag, cart or haul
 29. If not; otherwise
 30. Coverings for wheels
 31. Having cognizance
 32. Lugs
 34. Sheet of glass in a window
 37. Cause annoyance in
 38. Sound of a horse
 40. Apparition
 45. Military land forces
 46. Selects by votes
 47. A shag rug made in Sweden
 49. Anchovy pear tree
 50. 8th Jewish calendar month
 51. Blood clams genus
 52. Benevolent & Protective Order of 
____
 53. Birthplace of Buddhism Bodh ____
 54. Ancient Greek City aka Velia
 55. Capital of Yemen
 56. Golf ball pegs
 57. Engine additive
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noke City Schools as a princi-
pal, after a career in adminis-
tration for Loudoun County 
Schools.  If you have children 
who have attended public 
schools in Virginia, she has im-
pacted their lives with her work 
as the sole Virginia American 
Indian representative for writ-
ing the Virginia 2015 SOLs for 
Social Studies.

Wade spent the morning of 
Nov. 8 sharing stories about her 
life and family with the mem-
bers of Circle 3 at Th rasher 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church.  She was invited as 
guest speaker by Janice Carter, 
her friend for over four decades.  
Th ey were teachers together 
in Danville, where Wade was 
named “Outstanding Educa-
tor.”

In her presentation, Wade 
addressed Rappahannock tribal 
history, including state and fed-
eral recognition, family heri-
tage, American Indian educa-
tion in Virginia, and cultural 
traditions including dances, 
faith, food, and pow wows.  She 
was speaking only for her tribe 
as every tribe has its own tradi-
tions.

Wade earned her Bachelor’s 
degree in Music & Elemen-
tary Education from Averett 
University, her Master’s degree 
in Education, Curriculum & 
Instruction, and Administra-
tion & Supervision from the 
University of Virginia.  She also 
earned endorsements in Educa-
tional Leadership 

& Administration from the 
College of William & Mary, 
and in Urban Education & 
Leadership from Harvard. 

Th at’s quite an impressive 
resume from someone who was 
denied basic public school edu-
cation by the state of Virginia 
due to her ethnicity.

Wade is one of four children 
of Llewellyn B. and Dorothy 
Elkanahr Johnson Richardson.   
Llewellyn was one of 14 chil-
dren who grew up on a farm in 
Essex County.  He later became 

a farmer and lumber mill owner 
in Caroline County.  Because 
they weren’t allowed to attend 
public schools, tribal members 
taught one another in tribal 
schools they established.  Doro-
thy followed in the footsteps of 
her mother in that they both 
taught in the American Indian 
schools in Caroline County.  
Her father, Assistant Chief 
Samuel E. Johnson, owned a 
sawmill and farmed the land 
they lived on.

While much is known about 
segregation and African Ameri-
cans, especially in education, 
understanding of how Native 
Americans received even fewer 
rights in schooling may not be 
commonly known.

In 1924, Virginia’s General 
Assembly supported Dr. Wal-
ter Plecker’s proclamation that 
all Virginians must be classi-
fi ed as “white” or “colored,” 
and passed the “Racial Integ-
rity Law” which stated that in 
matters of births, marriages, 
and deaths, the Bureau of Vi-
tal Statistics recognized only 
two races – white and colored.  
In essence, people of Native 
American descent did not exist.  
School options became “white” 
or “colored,” with American 
Indians classifi ed as “colored.” 
Th ey were not accepted by ei-
ther. Th us, tribal schools were 
opened with families paying 
out of pocket for teachers and 
textbooks, as counties refused 
to fund them.  Until the late 
1950s most tribal schools did 
not go beyond seventh grade. 
Th at’s when Gerri Wade’s fa-
ther’s formal education ended, 
although she said he had an 
amazing “mathematical mind.” 
He did develop ways of learn-
ing with his children when they 
did homework. Th rough deter-
mination and intelligence, he 
became a landowner and busi-
nessman. During the 1960s, 
families like the Richardson’s 
were left with their children be-
ing bused 20 miles away to Af-
rican American schools. 

Wade’s mother “believed in 
the power of education.”  She 
ensured that her own children 
received topnotch educations 
in private schools, as it was de-
nied in public schools.  Wade 
attended Walsingham Academy 
in Williamsburg, one brother 
attended New York Military 
Academy, and one Charlotte 
Hall Military Academy, and her 
sister attended Marymount in 
Richmond.  All have advanced 
degrees with grandchildren 
earning advanced degrees in ar-
chitecture, engineering, music, 
medicine and two with a Ph.D.

“She rubbed off  on us,” 
Wade says.

Wade hopes one day to write 
her mother’s biography.  It is 
clear from her presentation that 
her mother is her hero.  “She 
was a force to be reckoned with, 
a woman of faith and quiet de-
termination, a cross cultural 
ambassador, a strong woman, 
forward thinking, and ahead of 
her time– a true role model.”

When American Indians 
were denied accurate birth cer-
tifi cates, Richardson took it 
upon herself to visit the Virginia 
Bureau of Vital Statistics in the 
1970s.  Th e director listened to 
the facts of the plight of Vir-
ginia Indians.  She went home 
with six accurate birth certifi -
cates for her family.  “Th at took 
moxy,” Wade said.  Th e director 
encouraged her to have others 
get their vital records corrected.

She wasn’t content with 
righting the wrongs for her 
own family.  She put her ef-
forts into changing the inequi-
ties of society for all Virginia 
Native Americans. Wade said 
that Richardson was a woman 
of deep faith who intermingled 
her tribe and that faith.

Richardson is well-known 
throughout the state for what 
she accomplished through sheer 
determination and persistence.  
She served as representative for 
the chief and as treasurer for 
the tribe for 57 years.  She ap-
pears in a photograph in 1983 

with Governor Chuck Robb 
and members from other tribes 
when state recognition was at-
tained.

“She was diplomatic, but not 
afraid of controversy,” Wade 
said.  “Her eff orts and deeds 
were done out of love with no 
desire for praise or recognition.  
She was selfl ess; her life’s work 
was done faithfully, humbly, 
and lovingly.”

In 1965, when Native Amer-
icans were fi nally given the right 
to vote, that voting took place 
at the home of the Caroline 
County registrar.  Wade said, 
“We were not liked; the regis-
trar didn’t like us, and registra-
tion took place in his home.” 
Th at didn’t deter Richardson–  
she showed up and quietly ex-
ercised her right to vote.

“It was not cool to be an 
American Indian early on,” 
Wade says.

Wade dressed in her unique 
custom-designed Native Amer-
ican “regalia” for the presen-
tation at Th rasher, wearing a 
buckskin (deer) dress adorned 
with fringe and beads.  She not-
ed that it was “hot and heavy” 
and not worn except on special 
occasions.  She also explained 
that the regalia is not a “cos-
tume” and that it is disrespect-
ful to copy American Indian 
attire on occasions such as Hal-
loween.  

Th ere is symbolism in the 
design of her regalia, and her 
dance shawl and prayer fan– the 
Circle of Life, and the colors of 
red (representing success), yel-
low (knowledge and happiness), 
black (the Final Harvest and 
refl ection), and white (peace, 
purity, and wisdom).  Because 
her mother’s father was assistant 
chief, there is purple for royalty 
in her jewelry. Th e hawk feath-
ers in the fan are from a bird re-
pository where the animal died 
a natural death.

She wears the regalia for spe-
cifi c celebrations, in pow wows 
and dances.  Now an elder, she 
gathers with other elders at the 

front for pow wow grand entry.
Wade shared brief history 

of American Indians living in 
Virginia some 17,000 years ago 
(before the arrival of the Eu-
ropean “squatters,” she joked).  
Th ere was no written language, 
but they did use symbolic 
drawings.  Women did the ev-
eryday work, while men were 
hunters, fi shermen, warriors, 
and members of the “moccasin 
telegraph” spreading news to 
other tribes.  American Indians 
in Virginia did not live in tee-
pees.  Rappahannocks lived in 
longhouses.

In the 1600s there were up 
to 21,000 Native Americans 
in diff erent tribes in the state.  
In year 2000, that dwindled to 
only 11 state recognized tribes 
as they were forced off  their 
lands over the centuries.

As for the SOLs, Wade be-
lieved there was too much em-
phasis on Western tribes and 
wanted “To get us in” the Vir-
ginia SOLs.  She “didn’t get as 
much in” as she wanted, but 
that may change as the Social 
Studies curriculum is now up 
for review and public input.

Wade has been active in 
tribal aff airs over the years as a 
tribal representative and speak-
er.  She has served as emcee for 
tribal building dedication, as an 
education committee leader, as 
a director for social events and 
fundraisers.  She participated in 
Native dance demonstrations 
and a pow wow in Gravesend, 
England.  She also authored a 
curriculum for Native presen-
tations for grades K-8 in 18 
schools.  She was a guest speak-
er for George Mason Universi-
ty’s series on “Pocahontas:  Th e 
Legacy, Myths, Realities, and 
Relevance,” which was not an 
accurate depiction of Virginia 
Indians.

As for what’s on the hori-
zon, in addition to the biog-
raphy of her mother, Wade 
would like to write children’s 
books from her view as a Vir-
ginia Indian.

Gerri Reynolds Wade from page 1

RECIPE OF THE WEEK
Fry Bread

From the kitchen of Gerri Wade

When Gerri Wade visited Th rash-
er Memorial on Nov. 8, she brought 
along some Native American recipes 
to share, including this one for Fry 
Bread.

Ingredients
4 cups all-purpose fl our
1 tsp. salt
4 cups oil for frying
1 tsp. baking powder
1 cup warm milk
Optional: butter and powdered 

sugar
In large mixing bowl, stir together 

fl our, baking powder, and salt. Stir in 
warm milk. Mix with hands or spoon 
until dough combines thoroughly. It 

will be sticky. Add more fl our if need-
ed to be able to handle the dough. On 
a fl oured surface, knead the dough 
until smooth—at least 5 minutes. 
Let dough rest for 5 minutes. Break 
off  egg-size pieces. Shape into round 
discs, ¼ inch thick, luncheon plate 
size. Cut slit in center.

Pour about 2 inches of cooking oil 
in large heavy skillet. Heat to 365 de-
grees. Working one at a time, fry the 
dough in hot oil until golden brown, 
turning once halfway through. Trans-
fer to paper-towel-lined plate to serve 
warm or hot. For added calories, 
top with butter and powdered sugar. 
Makes a quick dessert.

To make an Indian taco, top the fry 
bread with your favorite taco ingredi-
ents such as cooked ground beef sea-
soned with taco seasoning, lettuce, to-
matoes, salsa, etc. Lip-smacking good!

Grant application 
submitted for Vinton hotel

Th e Vinton hotel project continues. 
Town Manager Pete Peters has just sub-
mitted a grant application through the 
U.S. Economic Development Associa-
tion for $867,150 for site engineering. 
If the grant application is successful, the 
town would apply for a subsequent site 
preparation grant for grading.

“Th is approach has become necessary 
due to the current infl ationary environ-

ment for construction services, materi-
als, and interest rates,” Peters said. “Our 
goal is to ‘buy down’ the overall cost of 
development for the owner and bringing 
in grant funds to the table. Th is is a simi-
lar approach that was taken for Gish Mill 
by acquiring Department of Historic Re-
sources and DHCD/IRF (Department of 
Housing and Community Development/ 
Industrial Revitalization Fund) funds.” 

See more at 
www.vintonmessenger.com
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located at 
4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Li-
turgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call 
(540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for midweek 
masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on Hershberg-
er, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Jason 
Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 8:45 
AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contemporary Ser-
vice, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 PM, Wednes-
day Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 
PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washington 
Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis Rus-
sell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 8:45 
a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional Service 
11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family Dinner: 
5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Children’s Minis-
tries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 p.m. www.vin-
tonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCI-
PLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, Roa-
noke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship Services 
every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry Brace. We 
look forward to seeing you this Sunday!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST - 7165 
Cloverdale Rd., Roanoke, 24019; beside the Bote-
tourt Athletic Club. Leave message 992-4385. Sun-
day Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday Bible Study, 6 p.m. Please come visit us 
in person or get to know about us  rst by visiting 
our web page: daleridgechurchofchrist.net.  Updated 
each week with a new sermon by Mike Mazzalongo, 
four minutes of video showing our nearly six acres 
of land and our beautiful, functional inside facili-
ties, articles, events, news from Christian sources 
around the world and here locally plus much, much 
more. See how many ways Dale Ridge is “Reaching 
Out There” to the Roanoke Valley with the “Good 
News of Jesus. By clicking on “visit us virtually” 
real time access to our Worship services is available 
via your computer, a tablet or smartphone: Just fol-
low the instructions. We believe in the inspired Word 
of God which is as relevant today as it was when 
it was written. We believe the Holy Spirit is a gift 
to every Christian upon their response to the Gos-
pel as demonstrated by the 3000 obedient souls in 
(Acts 2:38). We believe Jesus is the only author of 
our salvation. (Acts 4:12) Have you been looking for 
a church family that is progressive, outside the box 
thinkers, led by the Holy Spirit into all truth. (John 
16:13). You will know we are His disciples by our 
love for one another. (John 13:35) Real time contact 
thru our website via email.
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feather 
Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-890-1170. 
Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
ECKANKAR, THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL FREEDOM,  is 
a simple teaching that focuses on the Light and Sound of God to 
help people  nd more love in their life.  The Roanoke Eckankar 
Center is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  The 
Center was closed during the COVID crisis but is now open.  A 
spiritual event is held on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 10:30 
a.m.  Since contracting COVID-19 may still be possible, please 
take the health steps that are best for you.  It is appreciated that by 
attending you are taking responsibility for your own health. Visit 
www.eck-va.org, www.meetup.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experi-
ences Group or call 540-353-5365 for other Eckankar programs 
and for more information about how the teachings of Eckankar can 
lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vinton, (corner of 
Hardy Road and Feather Road), 982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. 
Sunday, 10 AM - Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 3-5th grade, 
Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
“The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 
24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 
School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., SE, 
Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bible Study 
7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; cmpc2verizon.
net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 11:00am; Communion 1st 
Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; Monday Noon Bible Study; 
Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Dea-
cons; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 
3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, 
pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-8070. 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 a.m., Wor-
ship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Service 
11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 10:00 AM, 
Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - Awana; G-5 Youth 
Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Vinton Worship
Directory

TESTING AND COMFORT
Read Genesis 22:1 through 24:67

Rebounding from the joy of his promised son and the distress 
of dismissing Hagar and Ishmael, Abraham negotiated a peace 
treaty with King Abimelek and put down his tent pegs in Beer-
sheba. Seed time and harvest became a way of life for this cov-
enant family.

Imagine Abraham’s surprise when God said this: “Take your 
son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the re-
gion of Moriah. Sacrifi ce him there as a burnt offering on a 
mountain I will show you” (Genesis 22:2).

It is suggested by historians that Isaac was between the ages of 
sixteen and twentyfi ve—old enough to know what was going 
on. Yet he did not resist. He trusted his father’s faith that God 
would provide. And God did! Abraham was listening for and 
heard the voice of God. Isaac was saved.

Fast forward to the meeting of Abraham’s servant and Rebekah
at the well—Rebekah knew the God of Abraham, and in His 
design she was in the right place at the right time. Rebekah, like 
Isaac, did not resist. She left immediately, willing to trust the 
servant of Abraham.

Challenge for Today: Dare to trust the guidance of your spir-
itual leader.           Quicklook: Genesis 22:1–12
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TheVinton
Messenger “Th e Vinton Police Department 

continues us make us proud every 
day by providing excellent, exceed-
ingly professional service for all the 
citizens of our town,” said Vinton 
Mayor Brad Grose. “Th e VPD is ful-
ly accredited, which means the lead-
ership and the offi  cers maintain an 
extremely high level of integrity and 
operational excellence. Th e members 
of the Police Department are not 
only well trained and well equipped, 
but they also truly care about the 
citizens of Vinton. Th ere have been 
numerous stories of our offi  cers going 
above and beyond their duty require-
ments. Th e Town of Vinton is a bet-
ter, quieter, safer place because of the 
dedicated professionals in the Vinton 
Police Department,” like Deputy 
Chief Captain Tim Lawless.

Captain Lawless was named Dep-
uty Chief in November 2021. He is 
responsible for the day-to-day opera-
tions of the Vinton Police Depart-
ment. He began his law enforcement 
career in 2005 with the Town of Bed-
ford Police Department and came 
to the Vinton Police Department in 
November 2010 where he has risen 

through the ranks. He graduated 
from Franklin County High School 
with the Class of 1999 and is a gradu-
ate of the Cardinal Criminal Justice 
Academy.

He has received the department’s 
highest supervisory achievement—
the Leadership Award—three times 
and has been recognized as Offi  cer of 
the Month and Top Gun. He has also 
received the Life Saving Award. In 
2015, he was recognized by the Of-
fi ce of the Inspector General, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, 
for his actions during a federal search 
warrant operation. 

During his time as a senior super-
visor, Lawless successfully applied 
for a competitive federal grant that 
helped fund the department’s vision 
of implementing body-worn cam-
eras.

Lawless enjoys spending time with 
his wife and daughter. His hobbies 
include camping, fi shing, ATV rid-
ing, and kayaking. 

 Th e Town of Vinton and Th e 
Vinton Messenger are partnering to 
put the spotlight on Town of Vin-
ton employees during the month of 

their birthdays. Th e town is proud to 
have these individuals, like Captain 
Lawless, on their staff  and wants to 
make the community aware of who is 
“behind the scenes” making the town 
operate so successfully.

SPOTLIGHT ON TOWN STAFF 

PHOTO COURTESY TOWN OF VINTON
Deputy Police Chief Captain Tim 
Lawless

Last year, the Vinton History Mu-
seum won second place in the an-
nual Hotel Roanoke Fashions for 
Evergreens competition. Th e event 
is a fundraiser for the United Way of 
Roanoke Valley, having raised tens of 
thousands of dollars over the past de-
cade.

Because they won last year, the mu-
seum was invited to participate again 
this year—one of about 26 entries.

Th eir theme last year was “Victori-
an Christmas,” using ornaments that 
had been donated to the museum. 
Th ey came up with this year’s theme 
while they were decorating that one, 
brainstorming about using the Dog-
wood as their inspiration. Dogwoods 
traditionally represent kindness, sta-
bility, and determination, plus Vinton 
is famous for its Dogwood Festival. 

Hotel Roanoke staff  told them that 
there had never been a Dogwood-
themed tree in the competition be-
fore.

Volunteers, members of the muse-
um’s board of directors, and museum 
Executive Director Judy Cunning-
ham formed a committee and worked 
on the design and/or decorating of 
the tree--including Debbie Pitts, 
Mary Beth Layman, Ann Hewitt, 
Julie Tucei, Jan Dickens, Judy Kelly, 
Ann Anderson, and Aaron Layman. 
Several showed up bright and early on 
November 21 to spend the day work-
ing on the 10-foot tree, which was 
provided by the Hotel Roanoke.

Th e tree was festooned with sev-
eral strings of lights, including sets of 
cascading, twinkling lights which had 
been donated to the museum, many 
white and pink dogwood garlands 
discovered on clearance at discount 
prices last March at local retailers, 

glittering ribbon also on sale, and a 
beautiful lace skirt for under the tree.

Th e Fashions for Evergreens trees 
will be on display at the Hotel Roa-
noke during the holiday season from 
Th anksgiving until New Year’s. Th e 
community is encouraged to tour the 
display and cast a monetary vote for 
their favorite tree with proceeds ben-
efi tting the United Way.

Mary Beth Layman says one of the 
benefi ts of being invited to provide a 
tree for Fashions for Evergreens is the 
publicity it brings to your cause or or-
ganization. 

Th e Vinton History Museum is 
located at 210 E. Jackson Avenue in 
downtown Vinton. It is open Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday, and the 
fi rst Saturday of each month from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

You may contact the museum at 
info@vintonhistorymuseum.org or 
call 540-342-8634 for information.

Vinton History Museum enters 
Hotel Roanoke Fashions for 
Evergreens competition

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Volunteers and members of the Vinton History Museum 
board of directors are shown decorating their entry in 
the Hotel Roanoke Fashions for Evegreens competition. 
Shown clockwise from left are Mary Beth Layman, 
Julie Tucei, Ann Hewitt, Debbie Pitts, Ann Anderson, 
and Judy Cunningham.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by off ering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival off ers its own unique 
atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE! Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

Farm living’s the place for me! What an 
amazing time we had visiting Cydney, Todd 
and Kellen McGhee and Becky Gilbert in 
Concord, N.C. Drake and Hannah Lewis 
and myself got to experience the Christmas 
Tree lighting in downtown Concord on Fri-
day night– what a celebration.  On Saturday 
we did some holiday shopping and watched 
Kellen play in his All - Stars Football game– 
so much fun. And, of course, like every other 
trip, we can’t miss going to What-a-Burger 
before heading home.

A Vinton Terrier girl, Catherine “Shorty” 
Read, is the new Mayor-Elect of Fairfax 
City– the fi rst woman and fi rst George Ma-
son University alumnus to hold the offi  ce. 
She’s amazing.

Don’t forget to shop local this Holiday 
Season, especially on Saturday, Nov. 26, 
“Shop Local Day.”  Support your small busi-
nesses.

We hope everyone has a wonderful 
Th anksgiving!

Angie Chewning

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANGIE CHEWNING
Drake and Hannah Lewis visited Kellen McGhee last weekend as he played in his 
All-Stars game.

Catherine “Shorty” Reed, formerly of 
Vinton, has been elected mayor of 
Fairfax City.

Stephen Th omas Wood Jr.
Stephen Th omas Wood 

Jr., 99, of Vinton, joined 
his family in Heaven on 
Tuesday, November 15, 
2022.

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Willie 
C. Wood; parents, Ste-
phen and Roberta Wood; 
sisters, Elinor Oliver, Fran-
ces Th rasher, Elaine Les-
lie, Jane Gross, and Emily 
Olive; and nephew, David 
Th rasher.

Stephen was a veteran of World War 
II in the Pacifi c Th eatre and a long-time 
employee of Norfolk & Western Railway.

He is survived by his nieces and neph-
ews, Donna Th rasher Jacobs, Richard 

Th rasher, Steve Th rasher 
(Becky), Tim Olive (De-
nise), Greg Leslie (Vikki), 
Charlotte Leslie Carv-
er (Larry), Tom Gross 
(Kelly), and Laura Gross 
Wilkinson (David).

Th e family wishes to 
send a special thanks to his 
caregivers with Ellis Senior 
Care.

Th e family received 
friends from 9 until 10:30 
a.m. on Saturday, Novem-

ber 19, 2022, at Oakey’s Vinton Chapel 
with the graveside service at 11 a.m. at 
Mountain View Cemetery in Vinton. 
Online condolences may be expressed to 
the family at www.Oakeys.com.

OBITUARYVinton Wesleyan Church 
welcomes Pastor John Ryall

Vinton Wesleyan Church welcomes 
Pastor John Ryall as the new Assistant 
Pastor/Minister of Youth. Pastor John 
grew up in Harrington, Del.. He is a 
2019 graduate of Southern Wesleyan 
University where he studied Religion, 
with a focus in Youth Ministry.

During his education at Southern 
Wesleyan, he was a part of various min-
istries. He served in diff erent youth and 
children’s ministries, and even traveled 
to Port Arthur, Texas, in 2017 to aid in 
Hurricane Harvey relief.

Th e pastor said he believes in the im-
portance of Next Generation Ministry, 
as it helps to grow and disciple teens 
who will become a part of the Kingdom 
of God. He believes that the building 
of family relationships will allow for 
parents to have an active role in their 
children’s spiritual life so they can help 
them grow in Christ. He believes Next 
Generation Ministries helps kids and 
teens not only learn about Jesus, but to 
know they are cared for and loved.

In addition to his work at Vinton 
Wesleyan, he is currently an instruc-
tional assistant at William Byrd High 
School.

In his free time, he enjoys a variety 
of hobbies, spending time with friends 
and family, fi nding new coff ee shops 

and spending time outdoors. He and 
Vinton Wesleyan are excited for this 
new season, and they believe that this 
is an amazing opportunity for everyone 
involved.

Submitted by Joyce Rodriguez, Vin-
ton Wesleyan Church
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Vinton Wesleyan Assistant Pastor/
Minister of Youth John Ryall

think his style food will be a home run in 
our community and will attract custom-
ers from all over. I personally can’t wait 
to enjoy his extensive menu and see the 
parking lot overfl owing again in the very 
near future.”

Welch is not new to the food or res-
taurant business. He is also the owner of 
Pok-E-Joe’s in Lynchburg. He says initial-
ly barbecue was a hobby until it became a 
passion and now an obsession. 

Welch explains some of his history in 
BBQ: “In 2005, Walter Hughes came to 
Lynchburg to start the very fi rst food truck 
in the area. Specializing in authentic Texas-
style BBQ and sauces, Walter toured the 
Quick-e marts serving up some of the best 
BBQ in the area. In 2007, Walter opened 
the current location in the Boonsboro 
Shopping Plaza. In 2011, Bill Dawson of 
Bunks BBQ out of Nelson County pur-
chased the restaurant. ‘Bunk’ would go on 
to add many of today’s menu favorites. He 
renovated the food truck to accommodate 
working receptions, weddings, corporate 
events, parties, and more.”

After catering numerous events for 
friends and family. Welch had opened 
CMKS BBQ in 2018, which put him 
on the track back to Vinton. Th e CMKS 
BBQ food truck has on occasion set up 
at Twin Creeks Brewing Company and at 
the Dogwood Festival.

In September 2019, Welch purchased 
the Lynchburg restaurant. Born in the 
heart of barbecue country in Memphis, 
Tenn., and raised in Vinton, he “had a vi-
sion of a ‘Tour of America’ style barbecue 
utilizing Texas brisket, Carolina-inspired 
pork, and Memphis ribs fl avoring meth-
ods. 

When Joe Goodpies closed unexpect-
edly last August, many of Welch’s friends 
and associates recommended him to 
developer Dale Wilkinson, who owns 
Vinyard Station. Wilkinson went to 
the Lynchburg restaurant to sample the 
menu, was impressed, and that set the ball 
rolling.

Currently, Welch is anticipating a soft 
opening on or around Feb. 1, depending 
upon equipment arrivals, inspections, and 
staffi  ng.

His plan now is to be open Tuesday-

Th ursday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fridays 
and Saturdays from 11 to 11, and Sunday 
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. He may adjust the 
schedule once he is up and running, de-
pending on the fl ow of business.

His daughter Kaitlyn Welch will be 
serving as assistant general manager. In 
fact, Pok-E-Joe’S is a family operation. 

“My wife Fran and father-in-law Tim 
Bowers are a very important part of the 
business,” Welch says. “She handles hu-
man resources; Tim is our ‘investor.’ We 
really wouldn’t be where we’re at if it 
wasn’t for the whole team/family.”

Welch has won numerous awards for 
his BBQ, burgers, and wings. Th e Pok-
E-Joe’S Smokehouse and Grill menu will 
include pulled pork, smoked chicken, his 
famous brisket, jumbo wings, mac and 
cheese, collards, southern-style baked 
beans, hand-cut French fries, and more. 
Th ere is a variety of BBQ sauces—Caroli-
na, Honey Chipotle, traditional, Alabama 
White Sauce, and sweet and spicy.

Th ey do not plan to include tacos on 
the Vinton menu—which have been 
popular in Lynchburg. Pok-E-Joe’S comes 
equipped with a large brick pizza oven, so 
they will be serving fl atbreads instead.

Pok-E-Joe’S won “Best of BBQ” in 
Lynchburg in 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 
and 2022. In 2020, and won Top 100 in 
the State of Virginia. Th ey competed in 
the Uncle Billy’s Beer, Bourbon, and BBQ 
competition in 2021 against teams from 
local area restaurants, and as far away as 
North Carolina and came out with fi rst 
place fi nishes in brisket, pulled pork, and 
ribs, and third in chicken—and were 
named overall Grand Champion.

Not much will be changed at the Vin-
ton restaurant, since it’s practically brand 
new—maybe some paint, signage, and 
new equipment.

Welch is excited about the size of the 
Vinyard Station restaurant as the Lynch-
burg one is much smaller. He anticipates 
being able to seat about 134 customers in-
side, plus 20 more on the patio. Th ere is 
plenty of parking as well.

Keep up with their progress at 
h t tps : / /www. facebook .com/peo-
ple/Pok-E-JoeS-Smokehouse-and-
Grill/100087660307634/.

Pok-E-Joe’S from page 1

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS
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AUCTIONS 
2 DAY FIREARMS AUCTION LIVE 
& ONLINE. December 2nd 2pm & 
3rd 10am. 1,000+ FIREARMS LOTS. 
Military, Sporting & Modern Firearms. 
www.montroseauction.com. 478-376 
4559 GAL 2006
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
American Standard Walk-In Tubs.
Buy from a brand you trust. Patented 
Quick-Drain® technology. 44 hydro-
therapy jets. Lifetime warranty on tub 
and installation! FREE in-home con-
sultation at your convenience. Limited 
time offer - $1,500 in savings includes 
a FREE right-height toilet. Call 1-855-
864-5500
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-877-614-
6667
GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility pow-
er outages, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote 

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
today! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE mon-
ey, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378
Replace your roof with the best look-
ing and longest lasting material – 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer - $500 Discount + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-
4611
The bathroom of your dreams for 
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE 
virtual in-home consultation now and 
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-945-
1631 
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-877-591-
9950
LIVESTOCK SALE 
TOTAL PERFORMANCE BULL 

SALE. Friday, December 2, 2022 at 
Noon. Featuring 175 Angus, Polled 
Hereford, Gelbvieh and Balancer 
bulls. Knoll Crest Farm, Red House, 
VA. Pre-register before sale day by 
calling 434-376-3567
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 

Call Physicians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or visit  http://
www.Life55plus.info/vapress www.
Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50plus.com/virginia 
#6258

STATEWIDE  ADS

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Vinton Breakfast Lions sponsor annual Christmas shopping 
trip, food drive;  will host annual spaghetti dinner Dec. 1

Th e Vinton Breakfast Lions 
Club held the annual Christmas 
shopping trip for local elemen-
tary school students in need 
at Herman L. Horn and W.E. 
Cundiff  Elementary Schools at 
the Bonsack Walmart on Nov. 
16. Children are recommended 
by the guidance staff  and ad-
ministration at their schools. 

Not only were there Lions 
Club members checking off  
their lists and fi lling up their 
shopping carts, members of the 
Vinton Police Department and 
William Byrd Leo Club volun-
teered their time as well.

Th e Lions shopped for a to-
tal of 20 students, buying them 
clothing, shoes, coats and one 
toy, spending about $125 per 
child. Th e club receives lists of 
clothing sizes for the children 

for the shopping trip.
Walmart Front End Manager 

Kevin Dixon along with Associ-
ates Annette Johnson and Am-
ber Habeck moved the process 
along and helped the Lions bag 
the gifts. Th e Lions will meet 
at the Vinton Moose Lodge to 
wrap the gifts and then coordi-
nate with the schools on deliv-
ery in time for the holidays.

Th e Breakfast Lions will be 
hosting their annual spaghetti 

dinner fundraiser on Dec. 1 at 
the VFW located at 117 East 
Lee Avenue in downtown Vin-
ton. Th e dinner is traditionally 
held the evening of the Vinton 
Christmas Parade.

Th is year’s dinner is sched-
uled from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Th e 
meal includes “all you can eat” 
spaghetti, salad, a dinner roll, 
and dessert with tea or coff ee. 
Tickets are available in advance 
from club members or may be 

purchased at the door.
Proceeds from the fundraiser 

go to the multitude of commu-
nity service projects the Lions 
undertake each year—including 
the Christmas shopping trip.

Th e Breakfast Lions also 
held a food Drive at the Vinton 
Food Lion on Nov. 12, which 
was Lions Club Day in Virgin-
ia. Contributions went to the 
food pantry at Vinton Baptist 
Church.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Members of the Vinton Breakfast Lions Club and several volunteers held their 
annual Christmas shopping trip for children in need at   Herman L. Horn and W.E. 
Cundiff Elementary Schools on Nov. 16 at the Bonsack Walmart. Shown left to 
right are Jeff Mason, Sandra Witmer, Gary Myers, Sabrina McCarty, Chris McCarty, 
Gwynne Myers, Bob Benninger, Zach McCarty, Walmart Front End Manager Kevin 
Dixon, and Walmart Associates Amber Habeck and Annette Johnson.

Members of the Vinton Police Department also volunteered with the shopping trip. 
Shown left to right are Det. Justin Baker, Sgt. Todd Bailey, Community Resource 
Officer William Holland, Deputy Chief Tim Lawless, and Executive Assistant to the 
Chief Mandie Baker.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
  Members of the William Byrd High School Leo Club, which is sponsored by the 
Lions, assisted with the shopping. Shown left to right are students Dexter Gaines, 
Elliott Gaines, Maci Glass, and sponsor Lisa Stover.
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The Vinton Breakfast Lions also held a food drive at Food Lion on Nov. 12, Lions Club 
Day in Virginia. Food collected went to the food pantry at Vinton Baptist Church.

Vinton Baptist and his 
brother, Randy Nicely, 
from Villa Heights Bap-
tist, sang “How Great 
Thou Art,” accompanied 
by Gari Melchers, also 
from Vinton Baptist. 
Dr. Nicely noted that 
“not every day is easy 
but “blessed is the name 
of the Lord whatever we 
are going through.”

Joyce Rodriguez, 
Music Director at Vin-
ton Wesleyan, led the 
congregation in several 
Thanksgiving hymns.

The Rev. Ricardo 
Rodriguez from Vin-
ton Wesleyan welcomed 
guests and his own 
congregation to the 
service. Dr. John Ott, 
from Parkway Church 
on the Mountain, led 
a responsive reading of 
thanksgiving to God. 
The Rev. Travis Rus-
sell from Vinton Baptist 
read the Scripture from 
1 Thessalonians 5-16-
18, a letter from Paul to 
the Christians in Thes-
salonica on how to live 
their lives, “Rejoice al-
ways, pray without ceas-
ing, in everything give 
thanks; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Je-
sus for you.”   

Eric Mills from the 
Vinton Breakfast Li-
ons Club described 
the Christmas shop-
ping project the local 
Lions established and 
have continued for 37 
years. The Lions spend 
a morning shopping for 
students in need from 
Herman L. Horn and 
W.E. Cundiff Elemen-
tary Schools selected by 
the guidance counselors. 
Pre-COVID students 
went along on the shop-
ping trips with Lions 
Club members. In recent 
years, the Lions have re-
ceived lists of sizes and 
needs from the guidance 
counselors and done the 
shopping for the stu-
dents. Generally, about 
20 students are cho-

sen and receive gifts of 
clothing and one toy, at 
a cost of about $125 per 
child. The love offering 
taken at the Thanksgiv-
ing service was designat-
ed for the Lions project.

Darrell English, who 
is turning 96 on Dec. 
10, delivered the offer-
tory prayer. He has lived 
his entire life in Vinton, 
other than time served in 
the U.S. Navy in World 
War II. He still teaches 
Sunday School—now 
for 65 years. He thanked 
God for the fellowship 
and rejoicing of mul-
tiple churches at the 
Community Thanksgiv-
ing Service—“we all go-
ing to the same place.”

The Rev. Jonathan 
Moelker, pastor at 
Campbell Memorial 
Presbyterian, brought 
the Thanksgiving mes-
sage. He shared that he 
is new to Campbell Me-
morial (August 2021) 
and to preaching— this 
is his first full-time job 
as a pastor. 

He explained that 
minister’s jobs some-
times have unexpected 
requirements—things 
you don’t necessarily 
learn in seminary. One 
of those he has found 
difficult is finding clev-
er sayings to go on the 
church sign. He joked 
that after having no suc-
cess at finding a Thanks-
giving saying on Google, 
he turned to a different 
source—the Bible; and 
found the passage from 
Thessalonians, “rejoice, 
give thanks, and pray.” 

“Simple enough ad-
vice,” he noted, except 
that Paul said to “Rejoice 
always; pray always, give 
thanks always. There 
are times when I find 
these things difficult to 
do.  And sometimes they 
don’t seem very appro-
priate.  There are times 
when rejoicing simply 
isn’t called for, when the 
most important things 

are all wrong and giv-
ing thanks doesn’t make 
any sense. As for pray-
ing without ceasing… 
that will probably get 
in the way of everything 
else you are trying to do 
with your day.

“I want to be clear 
that God isn’t bargain-
ing here. This isn’t a 
negotiation. There is no 
equation that so long as 
you pray enough and 
with enough fervor God 
will only give you things 
worth rejoicing and giv-
ing thanks over.

“Paul certainly knew 
that.  His life was full 
of dangerous twists and 
turns.  He often found 
himself in and out of 
prison, chased in and 
out of cities, beaten by 
public officials, and, af-
ter a lengthy legal pro-
cess, he was eventually 
executed.  Hardly a life 
that would inspire joy 
and thanksgiving. 

“And yet he regularly 
writes of his own joy.  In 
some of his letters, we 
find Paul rejoicing from 
prison itself!  He wrote 
the letter to the Philip-
pians from prison say-
ing, ‘Rejoice in the Lord 
always’!  Joy and thanks-
giving are recurring 
themes in the letters 
that Paul wrote again 
and again in all sorts of 
circumstances.

“When you read this 
passage the first time 
through, you probably 
read this as hyperbole, 
a little bit of an over-
statement, like really, 
we are just supposed to 

give thanks a lot, pray 
a lot, and rejoice a lot.  
But Paul means do it all 
the time, live an entire-
ly new way of life; re-
spond first with joy and 
thanksgiving.

“I think we have a 
tendency to undercount 
our prayers.  We only 
think about something 
as a prayer if it starts 
with ‘Lord God’ and 
ends with ‘Amen.’  Or 
we only think about 
something as a prayer if 
we are thinking upward 
as we say it; if it’s explic-
itly a prayer.

“There is much more 
to prayer than that.  You 
don’t have to point up-
ward to make some-
thing a prayer.  Prayer 
is when we talk to God, 
right?  God isn’t like Siri 
or Alexa, waiting for us 
to activate them.  God 
is always listening.  The 
way that we live our life 
is the most important 
prayer.  Every action 

we take is part of a life-
long conversation with 
God. Our life is one 
long prayer.

“We can embrace life 
as a prayer, living our 
life with complete joy 
because every moment 
of our lives we are in the 
presence of God– when 
we are walking down 
the street there is joy 
because God is with us.

“If we, like Paul, are 
in prison, then we are 
in prison with God.  If 
we are being executed, 
even there, God is with 
us.  Who more so, since 
Jesus himself was exe-
cuted, killed on a cross?

“God’s desire for us 
is not that we are sim-
ply happy all the time.  
Paul isn’t trying to say 
that we should just ig-
nore all the miserable 
parts of life in favor of 
putting on a fake smile.  
Instead, Paul is remind-
ing us that in all times, 
God is not as far away as 

we might picture.  Even 
when we can’t imagine 
how God is close, God 
is always right there– 
not looking over your 
shoulder like a school 
principal, but near like 
a loving parent, who 
is never far away. It’s 
like when you were a 
child–you fell off the 
swings and Mom was 
there before you even 
realized that you had to 
cry.  That’s what God is 
like.  God is there, com-
forting us, before we 
have even begun to shed 
tears.

“We typically only 
notice God in the highs 
and lows of life.  But as 
Paul says, God’s hope 
for us in Christ Jesus 
is that we are always 
aware of God’s presence.  
Aware with thanksgiv-
ing, aware as a prayer, 
aware and rejoicing that 
God is there always, 
without ceasing, and in 
all circumstances.”

Thanksgiving Service from page 1
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Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

STATEWIDE  ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

STATEWIDE  ADS

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/31/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2022

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667A FREE ESTIMATE

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Walk-In Tubs

Backed by American Standard’s 
150 years of experience
Ultra low ease of entry and exit 
Patented Quick Drain® Technology
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy Jets for an 
invigorating massage

Limited Time Off er–Call Today!

855-864-5500M
ADE IN THE U.S.A

.

W
IT

H
 U.S. & IMPORTED

 P

A
R

T
S

Positions Wanted

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

miscellaneous

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

Help Wanted - 
General

Seeking a New 
Musician for 

Fincastle 
Presbyterian 

Church 

Wanted - To Rent

  

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No JJ002185-16-00 
Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of 
Virginia, in re EVANS, 
JACOB LUCAS 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF VINTON, 

VIRGINIA 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Order of 
Publication 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE COUNTY 
OF BOTETOURT 

Case No. CL22-391
ORDER OF PUBLICATION 

IT APPEARING

Legals - Botetourt 
County

The 
following respondents are 
those whose last known 
addresses are unknown: 

The following 
respondents are believed to 
be decease, and their last 
known addresses are 
unknown: 

The 
following respondent are 
believed to be deceased:

ORDERED

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No JJ002184-18-00 
Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of 
Virginia, in re EVANS, 
MASON GRAY 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No JJ002184-19-00 
Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of 
Virginia, in re EVANS, 
MASON GRAY 

Legals - Craig 
County
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355

BAG 

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

King’s Hauling & 
Excavating, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

John King, PresidentSpecialized Saw 
& Mower, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

STIHL EQUIPMENT
New and Used Equipment & 
Parts Available on All Brands

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 
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Left to right, seniors Jaiden Childress, Grayson Webb, Sophia Chrisley and Alexis Helton will be among the key returning players for the William Byrd basketball teams.
MESSENGER FILE PHOTOS

Byrd basketball teams open season against Blacksburg next week
The high school basketball season will tip-

off next week with both the William Byrd girls 
and boys scheduled to play on Tuesday against 
Blacksburg. The girls will be home and the boys are 
at Blacksburg.

This is the second season for boys’ head coach 
Brad Greenway after moving from the girls’ locker 
room. The Terriers had a home scrimmage this week 
as they prepare to jump full force into the season.

“I don’t know what this team will end up doing at 
the end, but our goal right now is to win each day,” 
said Greenway.  “We are a young and inexperienced 
team relative to the teams we are playing, and it’s 
really important that we have a good practice each 
time we step on the floor so that we have a chance 
to reach our potential this season.”

Key returning players for the Terriers include 
Hayden Eads, Isaiah Board and Jaiden Childress. 

“Those are three guys we need to be anchors 
in order for us to be successful this year,” said 

Greenway. “Eads is a returning sophomore who is a 
talented player that can do a little bit of everything,  
great footwork, shows leadership qualities and is 
still young but we have high hopes for him.  

“Board is also a sophomore, but an excellent 
shooter and scorer, natural instincts are 10/10.  
Jaiden, a senior, is probably our best athlete on the 
floor and brings some unique aspects to the team 
with his ability to get to the basket in traffic and 
score.”

Greenway also has high hopes for Grayson Webb, 
a senior who will protect the rim. He showed some 
unique shot blocking ability last year. 

“Grayson Webb is a guy we need to have a big 
year,” said Greenway. “He’s a senior that has played 
a little bit here and there but never really had a huge 
role.  He’s going to have to play inside and out for 
us to have success by the time it’s over.  

“Also a guy that could end up being a big part 
of what we do this year is Ty Blalock.  Big frame, 

athletic, what you look for in a lot of ways in a bas-
ketball player.  He was on our JV team last year as 
a sophomore and his first year in our program but 
truthfully could have been on our varsity team by 
the end of the year. He’s got some leadership quali-
ties and is a smart player.  Big hopes for him.” 

Randy Bush is also entering his second season as 
head coach after assisting Greenway with the girls 
prior to last season. He returns three seniors, point 
guard Sophia Chrisley, Alexis Helton and Taylor 
Davis.

“We will be led by a committee,” he said. “One 
game might look different than the game before but 
as they develop they will become more adhesive.”

Bush has two juniors and eight sophomores on the 
varsity along with one freshman.

“Of these 14 only five have any varsity experi-
ence,” he said. “However, they are competing each 
day in practice and getting better. I love how close 
this group is already.”

Terriers put a dozen on All-Blue Ridge District football teams
Richards is fi rst team at three positions and the BRD Off ensive Lineman of the Year

The All-Blue Ridge District football team has been 
released and William Byrd is well-represented. The 
Terriers filled a dozen positions on the combined first 
and second teams and had the Offensive Lineman of 
the Year in senior Dustin Richards.

Richards was named to three first team positions 
on the All-BRD team. He was a two-way selection at 
tight end and defensive end and was also named first 
team at punter in his first year manning that position. 
He shared Offensive Lineman of the Year honors with 
DJ Toliver of Lord Botetourt.

Six other Terriers were named to the All-District 
first team, including quarterback Israel Hairston at the 
“All-Purpose” position. Other first teamers on offense 
included center Luis Hernandez, placekicker Bricen 
Lancaster and kick returner Alex Dunn, a freshman. 
On defense lineman Doniven Davis and linebacker 
John Kiker were named to the first team.

Byrd also had three second team selections, includ-
ing Dunn who was named as a wide receiver. 
DeShannon Reed, another freshman, is second team 
at running back and BJ Cheatwood was a second team 
selection on the offensive line.

Jakari Nicely of Lord Botetourt shared Most 
Valuable Offensive Back honors with Jahylen Lee 
of Franklin County and Nicely was named Offensive 
Player of the Year. On defense Cade Lang of LB was 
the Player of the Year and Most Valuable Defensive 
back while teammate Titus Hopkins was named Most 
Valuable Defensive Lineman.

Jamar Lovelace of William Fleming was named 
Blue Ridge District Coach of the Year.

DUSTIN RICHARDS ISRAEL HAIRSTON

The William Byrd Middle School wrestling team opened the winter 
season with a tournament  in Franklin County Saturday and the Terrier 
team won “Best in the Nest” honors. The team is coached by Avery 
Brunk. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Best in the Nest

William Byrd graduate Nick Hale rushed for 
57 yards and a touchdown as Randolph-Macon 
advanced to the second round of the NCAA 
Division III football playoffs with a 35-28 win 
over SUNY Cortland on Day Field in Ashland 
last Saturday.

Nick and twin brother Matt Hale, the starting 
center, are seniors on the Randolph-Macon team. 
The Yellow Jackets remained undefeated at 11-0 
with the win and will face Delaware Valley in the 
second round of play this Saturday. The Aggies 
defeated Gallaudet, 59-0, in their first round 
game.

Saturday’s game will be played at noon at 
Delaware Valley University in Doylestown, PA.

Yellow Jackets win NCAA opener
NICK HALE MATT HALE
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VIRGINIA DINER
PEANUTS

SIMPLY THE BEST!

$$13139999
20 Oz Chocolate Covered

$$889999
18 Oz Salted or Unsalted

$$20209999
18 Oz Salted

Jumbo Cashews

84

$25000

$45000

$ 00

YETI Products - 10% OFF Friday, Saturday, Sunday ONLY

$1399$899 $2099

D

GF

B.

C

$200!

$1399$899 $2099

25%
OFF
All Simply
Southern.

Friday,
Saturday,
Sunday
ONLY

2
A
S

BEST PRICE
EVER!

Weber® Genesis® II
E-310™ Gas Grill
• 3 burners
• 669 sq. in. total cooking area
• 10 year 100% Weber Guarantee
8016684, 8016676
RED HOT BUY

SAVE $180

$59900
each

LIMITED TIME
SAVINGS

FINAL RETAIL

SAVE
$200

Traeger® Ironwood 885
Wood Pellet Grill
885 sq. in. total cooking area.
8030462
Ironwood 650 Wood Pellet Grill,
8030466...REG. $1,399.95, SAVE $200,
SALE $1,199.95.

S A L E

$ 95

REG. $1,599.95

S A L E

$84995
each

Traeger® Pro 780
Wood Pellet Grill
8016780, 8016774
Pro 575 Wood Pellet Grill, 8016781,
8016779...Reg. $899.95; SAVE $200;
SALE $699.95 each.

SAVE
$150

REG. $

ACE REWARDS MEMBERS

COUPON

50%off
THE REGULAR PRICE OF ANY

ONE ITEM $30 OR LESS
BLACK FRIDAY November 25, 2022

* Excludes Sale Items, Gift Cards, Yeti Drinkware,
Propane & Tanks, Ammunition. No Rainchecks.

8 Element Wood Cabinet
Infrared Heater
$11999

SAVE $50

SAVE OVER $200!

$1399$899 $2099

ACE REWARDS MEMBERS

COUPON

50%off
THE REGULAR PRICE OF ANY

ONE ITEM $30 OR LESS
BLACK FRIDAY November 25, 2022

* Excludes Sale Items, Gift Cards, Yeti Drinkware,
Propane & Tanks, Ammunition. No Rainchecks.

XL Big Green
Egg Package

$1,599

$1,179
Large Big Green
Egg Package

A.XL or Large ConvEggtor
B. 20-Lb Big Green Egg
Lump Charcoal

C. XL or Large Table Nest
D. Ash Tool
E.Grid Gripper

Package includes:

Large BGETable
Package
$1,649
*shown in image.

$1399$899 $2099

Duraflame Infrared
Quartz Heater
$8999

SAVE $40

Shop with us online @ AceHardware.comShop with us online @ AceHardware.com

SALEM
540.380.4607

VINTON
540.890.5010

DUBLIN
540.674.5100

CLIFTON FORGE
540.862.5656

CHRISTIANSBURG
540.394.3311

Prices Value Thru November 30, 2022

BLACKSBURG - NOW OPEN
540.418.4913

COUPON

50%off
THE REGULAR PRICE OF ANY

ONE ITEM $30 OR LESS
BLACK FRIDAY November 25, 2022

* Excludes Sale Items, Gift Cards, Yeti Drinkware,
Propane & Tanks, Ammunition. No Rainchecks.

ACE REWARDS
MEMBERS

ARE YOU 
READY?

Teresa won
$12,563

Must be 21 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

1135 VINYARD RD, VINTON, VA 24179  |  ROSIESGAMING.COM

RARE FORM
NOVEMBER 25  |  8PM

ERIC WAYNE BAND
NOVEMBER 26  |  8PMN O V E M B E R  L I N E U P

FREE SHOWSFREE SHOWS
V I N T O N

Rosie’s sold to Churchill Downs Inc.
Virginia’s Colonial 

Downs Racetrack and six 
Rosie’s Gaming Empo-
rium locations, including 
the Vinton Rosie’s, have 
been sold to Churchill 
Downs Inc. for a reported 
$2.75 billion. Colonial 
Downs and the Rosie’s 
locations in Vinton, 
Collinsville, Dumfries, 
Hampton, New Kent, and 
Richmond were owned by 
Peninsula Pacifi c Enter-
tainment LLC.

Th e purchase, previ-
ously announced, has 
been in the works for sev-
eral months and has now 
received licensing approv-
als from the racing com-
missions in Virginia, New 
York, and Iowa. Churchill 
Downs Inc. is the com-
pany behind the Kentucky 
Derby. 

Th e deal also involves 
Peninsula Pacifi c Enter-
tainment operations in 
New York and Sioux City, 
Iowa, along with those in 
Virginia.

In addition to the race-
track in New Kent Coun-
ty, the company’s Virginia 
assets include 2,700 his-
torical horse racing ma-
chines (HRMs) at Rosie’s 
locations throughout the 

state.
New York assets pur-

chased include Del Lago 
Resort & Casino in Water-
loo, N.Y., a 96-000 sq.-ft. 
casino with approximately 
1,700 slot machines, 80 
table games, a 205-room 
hotel, nine restaurants 
/ bar areas, 758 covered 
parking spaces, a 6,000 
sq. ft. sportsbook area, a 
2,400-seat entertainment 
venue, and a 7,200-sq.-ft. 
outdoor event venue.

Hard Rock Hotel & Ca-
sino in Sioux City, Iowa, 
is a 45,000-sq.-ft. casino 
with 639 slot machines, 
20 table games, a 54-room 
hotel, 1,511 parking spac-
es, two live entertainment 
venues, a 100-piece music 
memorabilia collection, 
and a Hard Rock-branded 
sportsbook.

In a press release, CEO 
Bill Carstanjen said, “To-
day marks a signifi cant 
moment in the evolution 
of Churchill Downs Inc. 
Th is transaction mean-
ingfully expands our geo-
graphic footprint to Iowa, 
New York, and Virginia, 
introducing a very unique 
set of assets and attractive 
organic growth opportu-
nities to our company. We 

are excited to welcome the 
teams from each of these 
well-established properties 
into Churchill Downs.”

Th e acquisition also in-
cludes other development 
rights in Virginia:

Th e opportunity, under 
Virginia law, to develop up 
to fi ve additional HRM 
entertainment venues in 
Virginia with collectively 
up to approximately 2,300 
additional HRMs.

Th e rights to build a 
new HRM entertainment 
venue with up to 1,800 
HRMs in Dumfries,. Th e 
Dumfries project is locat-
ed in Northern Virginia 
with the initial phase ex-
pected to open in 2023.

Th e rights to develop a 
new HRM entertainment 
venue with up to 150 
HRMs in Emporia. Th e 
Emporia project, located 
along I-95 near the North 
Carolina border, is expect-
ed to open in 2023.

Th e rights to P2E’s 
ongoing eff ort, in part-
nership with Urban One, 
to develop ONE Casino 
+ Resort, a $565 mil-
lion destination casino in 
Richmond.

Submitted by Churchill 
Downs Inc.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Churchill Downs has purchased Colonial Downs and the Rosie’s Gaming Emporiums 
in Virginia, including the Vinton Rosie’s.


