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One of the balloon puppets in the Bonsack Elementary 2022 
Balloons over Bonsack parade honored the students from the 
University of Virginia who lost their lives on Nov. 13.

Brothers Angel and 
Edgar Vasquez opened 
La casa Del Burrito Taco 
Shop in Vinton in 2018– 
their fi rst business. Th e 
original plan was to open 
the restaurant in Rocky 
Mount, but they ulti-
mately chose their spot 
at 515 2nd Street because 
of its location along Vir-
ginia Avenue, a main 
thoroughfare in Vinton, 
and the availability of the 
building– plus a business-
friendly town govern-
ment.

Th e brothers saw a 
need for “a fast, authen-
tic, southwestern taco 
shop” in the area. Th eir 
aim was to bring the taste 
of San Diego, the south-
ern California fl avor, to 
the Roanoke Valley, in 
contrast to the Tex-Mex 
style readily available lo-
cally.

For a time, the family 
operated a food truck as 
well, but then decided to 
open another “brick and 
mortar” establishment 
in Rocky Mount, which 
took the food truck’s 
place.

Hours of operation 
are Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Th ursday, and Friday 
from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
ands Saturdays from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Th e restau-

Th e fi fth graders at Bonsack 
Elementary School held their 
annual “Balloons over Bonsack” 
parade on November 22. Th is 
is a STEM project which be-
gan back in 2016. Students are 
asked to design and create a bal-
loon puppet to represent one of 
the gigantic balloons from the 
Macy’s Th anksgiving Day Pa-
rade in New York City.

On the afternoon before 
schools dismiss for the Th anks-
giving holiday, the fi fth graders 
form a parade and walk the halls 
as students from grades K-4 ap-
plaud and cheer them on.

Teacher Laura Muncey says 
the idea came from a similar 
project presented by Mason’s 
Cove Elementary teachers at a 
Share Fair several years ago. 

Th e “Balloons over Bon-
sack” parade grew from another 
Bonsack Elementary tradition 
in which the fi fth graders walk 
the halls on the last day of the 
school year cheered on by stu-
dents in the lower grades. 

Th e project starts off  each 
year with students reading 
“Balloons over Broadway” by 
author Melissa Sweet with li-

brarian Rose McCarthy to learn 
about the history of the Macy’s 
Th anksgiving Day Parade. Th e 
book tells the story of Tony 
Sarg, the puppeteer and mari-
onette master who created the 
fi rst Macy’s upside-down pup-
pet parade balloons in 1928, 
and which have become the 
parade’s trademark in the years 
since.

McCarthy also introduces 
students to the Macy’s parade 
website so they can research the 
balloons which have been fea-
tured throughout the history of 
the parade and which ones were 
to be featured in 2022. 

Students in groups of two to 
four took on the “Design Chal-
lenge” of creating a balloon 
“puppet” to represent one of the 
balloons in the parade, or one of 
their own choosing.

Th ere was a rubric with spe-
cifi c guidelines. Th ere had to be 
at least one balloon used, but 
not more than four, with all 
balloons connected to the “pup-
pet.”

Students had to include at 
least one defi ning feature of the 
original balloon they were try-
ing to duplicate. For instance, 

Town of Vinton to provideCodeRED alert system

Vinton Town Council and 
Town Manager Pete Peters 
wanted a way to notify all 
its citizens and businesses of 
emergency situations, along 
with those in nearby East Ro-
anoke County. After an exten-
sive review of mass emergency 
alerting systems, the town has 
contracted with CodeRED, 
with the system going live on 
Thursday, Dec. 1.

CodeRED is a high-speed 
emergency notification sys-
tem provided by OnSolve. 
According to the town, pub-
lic safety officials across the 
United States have credited 
CodeRED notifications with 
saving lives, locating miss-
ing children, apprehending 
wanted criminals, and issuing 
timely evacuations in cases of 
natural disasters and severe 
weather.

The CodeRED system will 
now serve as the backbone 
of Vinton’s emergency plan-

ning and communications 
outreach. The platform will 
allow the Town of Vinton 
to communicate with regis-
tered residents, businesses, 
and town personnel by in-
forming them of emergencies 
which will better protect life 
and property. CodeRED was 
selected for its reliability and 
accuracy, as well as the sys-
tem’s widespread usage across 
North America. 

The town anticipates using 
the system to notify residents 
of evacuation notices; crimi-
nal activities; shelter in place/
lockdown alerts; missing 
child/person alerts; boil water 
advisories; road closures due 
to construction, accidents, 
special events, or other is-
sues; notifications of hazard-
ous traffic or road conditions, 
natural disaster information, 
and more.

Notifications will be deliv-
ered in the form of cell phone 
and landline telephone calls, 
text messages, emails, posts to 
social media, and mobile app 

messages. Citizens may select 
the best option (s) for them-
selves. The CodeRED system 
will even leave messages on 
your answering machine or 
on voicemail. If your line is 
busy, CodeRED makes a total 
of three attempts to connect.

You must register for the 
service; however, registration 
is quite simple. Individu-
als add their landline phone 
numbers, cell phone num-
bers, and/or email addresses 
to receive notifications. 

Town staff highly recom-
mends registering with a 
“managed account’ which can 
be updated when necessary, 
although there are also “Single 
Sign-on” accounts and “Non-
managed” accounts available. 

In registering for a man-
aged account, you create a 
username and password, then 
add your name and address, 
your phone number (s) and/
or email address.

Residents and businesses 

Vinton Business of the Week – La casa Del Burrito Taco Shop

PHOTO COURTESY TOWN OF VINTON
The map indicates the service area for CodeRED. Citizens may begin signing up for the service 
immediately.

Bonsack fi fth graders 
stage ‘Balloons over 
Bonsack’ parade
Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Gerri Reynolds Wade, page  3

See Taco Shop,  page 6

Angel Vasquez is one of the owners of La Casa Del Burrito Taco 
Shop, along with his brother Edgar. Angel’s wife Roxy manages the 
restaurant.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
 Minions in the Balloons over Bonsack parade on Nov. 22.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
La Casa Del Burrito Taco Shop is located at the corner of W. Virginia 
Avenue and 2nd Street in Vinton.

See CodeRED, page 4

See Balloons, page 6
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HISTORIC 
FINCASTLE

ARTS & 
CRAFTS 
HOLIDAY

MARKETPLACE
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10TH

9:30 – 3:00   Free Entry
FINCASTLE BAPTIST CHURCH

ROUTE 220, FINCASTLE, VA
HOMEMADE ART 

AND CRAFTS 
FOR ALL INTERESTS!

Blue Ridge Figure 
Skating Team/Lancerlot 
presents figure skating 
Theatre on Ice program 
on Dec. 10 and 11

Th e Blue Ridge Fig-
ure Skating Team and the 
Lancerlot Sports Complex 
will present their Th eater 
on Ice program “Skating 
Th rough the Decades” 
Dec. 10 at 6:15 p.m. and 
again Dec. 11 at 1:15 p.m. 
Performances will be at the 
Lancerlot in Vinton. 

Th e fi gure skating show 
will include four group 
performances to hits from 
the 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, and 90’s 
with an additional 18 solo 
programs from local fi gure 
skaters. 

Take a look at the Blue 
Ridge Figure Skating Face-

book page at https://www.
facebook.com/blueridge-
fi gureskatingclubva/ for 
a preview of some of the 
program by this new fi gure 
skating club.

Tickets are $5 at the 
door; children 5 and under 
are free.

Th e Lancerlot Sports 
Complex is located at 1110 
Vinyard Road in Vin-
ton, across the street from 
Rosie’s Gaming Emporium 
and behind Lake Drive 
Plaza shopping center.

Submitted by Blue Ridge 
Figure Skating Team and 

LSC

Lancerlot ice skating sets the scene 
and mood for the holidays

If you need some Christmas spirit, stop by 
the Lancerlot Sports Complex to see their ex-
travagant Winter Wonderland of holiday deco-
rations– trees, lights, and infl atables– and do 
some ice skating on selected afternoons and eve-
nings from now through the end of December. 
In fact, there are open-skating hours afternoons 
and/or evenings every day except Christmas 
Day. All ages and skill levels are welcome. If you 
are the victim of slippery skating feet, they even 
have ice skating walkers.

For more information, visit their Face-
book page at https://www.facebook.
c o m / p e o p l e / L a n c e r L o t - Sp o r t s - C o m -
plex/100064077820837/ or their website at 
www.lancerlotsportscomplex.com.  

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Lancerlot is celebrating the holidays with public holiday 
skating.

Vinton History Museum enters ‘Dogwood Tree’ in Fashions 
for Evergreens competition, hosting Holiday Open House

Th e Fashions for Evergreens trees will be 
on display at the Hotel Roanoke during the 
holiday season until New Year’s Day. Th e 
community is encouraged to tour the dis-
play and cast a monetary vote for their favor-
ite tree with proceeds benefi tting the United 
Way. Th e People’s Choice winner will be an-
nounced on New Year’s Day. (You may also 
vote online.)

Layman says one of the benefi ts of be-
ing invited to provide a tree for Fashions for 
Evergreens is the publicity it brings to your 
cause or organization. 

Mark Frye and his Creative Occasions 
Events, Flowers, and Gifts, located on Lee 
Avenue in downtown Vinton, have partici-
pated in Fashions for Evergreens for several 
years and have a tree on display this year as 
well.

Th e Vinton History Museum is located at 
210 E. Jackson Avenue in downtown Vin-
ton. It is usually open Monday, Wednesday, 

Friday, and the fi rst Saturday of each month 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Th e museum will be 
closed for the holidays from Dec. 23 through 
Jan. 3.

Th e museum will be holding its annual 
Holiday Open House on Dec. 3, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Th e public is invited to visit 
the museum and see the vintage holiday dé-
cor throughout the museum along with arti-
facts numbering in the thousands. 

Th e Gift Niche at the Vinton History 
Museum off ers unique and one-of-a-kind 
items. Museum volunteers have been busy 
making personalized holiday baskets. Holi-
day décor items are available and museum 
items commemorating the Town of Vinton 
also make great gifts.

Some special gift suggestions from the 
Vinton History Museum include:

Th e Town of Vinton Tapestry Th row
“My Story Begins Here” Vinton T-shirts
Collector Vinton Christmas ornaments 

Roland E. Cook notecards
Commemorative Bricks at the Vinton 

History Museum Pergola
Vintage William Byrd High School 

“Black Swan” yearbooks from various years
Vinton History Museum memberships, 

annual, lifetime, and corporate
Th e Vinton History Museum will be sell-

ing gift baskets and Christmas items at the 
‘Holiday Pop-Up’ at the Vinton Farmer’s 
Market on Saturday, Dec. 10, from 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. 

Contact the Vinton History Museum at 
info@vintonhistorymuseum.org  or 540-
342-8634. Or drop by the Vinton History 
Museum at 210 E. Jackson Avenue on Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday, and the fi rst Satur-
day of each month from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Th e museum also has two Facebook pages 
packed with information and history— 
“Vinton History Museum” and “Vinton 
Memories & History.”

Last year, the Vinton History Museum 
won second place in the annual Hotel Roa-
noke Fashions for Evergreens competition. 
Th e event is a fundraiser for the United 
Way of Roanoke Valley, having raised over 
$85,000 over the past decade.

In 2021, the museum submitted an ap-
plication to join the event, but was put on 
a waiting list. Someone dropped out at the 
last minute, giving the museum the oppor-
tunity to enter the competition.

Being a winner in the 2021 competition 
allowed the museum a spot in this year’s 
contest– one of about 26 entries.

Th e theme last year was “Victorian 
Christmas,” using ornaments that had been 
donated to the museum by Nancy Morris.

Th e museum staff  and volunteers came 
up with this year’s theme while they were 
decorating that one, brainstorming about 
using the dogwood as their inspiration. 
Dogwoods traditionally represent kindness, 
stability, and determination, plus Vinton 
is famous for its Dogwood Festival, begin-
ning in 1955. Hotel Roanoke staff  told 
the volunteers that there has never been a 
Dogwood-themed tree in the competition 
before as far as anyone recalls.

Volunteers, members of the museum’s 
board of directors, and museum Executive 
Director Judy Cunningham formed a com-
mittee to come up with a detailed design 
and then decorate the tree– including Deb-
bie Pitts, Mary Beth Layman, Ann Hewitt, 
Julie Tucei, Jan Dickens, Judy Kelly, Ann 
Anderson, and Aaron Layman. 

Cunningham, Pitts, Layman, Hewitt, 
Tucei, and Anderson showed up bright and 
early at the hotel on Nov. 21 to spend the 
day working on the 10-foot tree, which was 
provided by the Hotel Roanoke.

Th e tree was wrapped with several strings 
of lights, including sets of cascading, twin-
kling lights which had been donated to the 
museum, festooned with many white and 
pink dogwood garlands discovered on clear-
ance at discount prices last March at local 
retailers, glittering ribbon also on sale, and a 
beautiful lace skirt for under the tree.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

The Vinton History Museum “Dogwood 
Tree” is now on display at the Hotel 
Roanoke Fashions for Evergreens 
competition. Stop by (or go online) 
and vote for the People’s Choice award 
among the 26 trees on display. You can 
tour Fashions for Evergreens  through 
New Year’s Day.

Vinton’s Creative Occasions Flowers, 
Gifts and Events, owned by Mark Frye, 
also has a tree on display again this 
year at the Hotel Roanoke.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Volunteers and staff from the Vinton 
History Museum, including Julie Tucei, 
decorated the Dogwood Tree at the 
Hotel Roanoke on Nov. 21. 

SUBMITTED BY BLUE RIDGE FIGURE SKATING TEAM AND LSC
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Single Lens Refl ex
 4. People of southern Benin
 7. One who is learned 
(abbr.)
10. Neckwear
11. Solid water
12. A way to work the soil
13. Inspiring
15. Pick up
16. It wakes you up
19. Parcel
21. Popular dog breed
23. Lets out a sigh
24. Embedded into the 
surface
25. Hard liquors
26. One from Scotland
27. Satisfy
30. Used to introduce a 
contrasting statement
34. Antidepressant drug 
type (abbr.)

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

35. Similar
36. Winged horse
41. Soft drink maker
45. One who doesn’t live 
up to expectations
46. Nursemaid
47. Inheritor
50. Hot, often dusty wind
54. Serves as an introduc-
tion
55. Earned top billing
56. Mansion
57. A partner to a carrot
59. War-horse
60. Midway between 
northeast and east
61. It checks the heartbeat
62. Aquatic salamander
63. CNN’s founder
64. Being precisely suitable 
and right
65. Strongly alkaline 
solution

CLUES DOWN
 1. Pinochle trick
 2. A system of connections
 3. Emblems of royalty
 4. Work with a soft hand
 5. Plant cultivated in Peru
 6. A timid man
 7. Lacking intellectual 
depth
 8. A way to order
 9. Intoxicating
13. Mimic
14. Surfers use it
17. Small Eurasian deer
18. Popular Miller beer
20. Finds out about
22. Unusual
27. Small European viper
28. Indicates before
29. Birth swine
31. 7
32. Useful keyboard key
33. Letter of the Greek 

alphabet
37. Edible mollusk
38. Stitched up
39. Utilized
40. __ in tradition
41. A way to get through
42. Let off
43. Fashionable source 
of shade
44. In due time
47. Printing speed
48. A major division of 
geological time
49. Nocturnal, cat-like 
mammal
51. __ de la __
52. After B
53. Unusual
58. Former money of 
the EU
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Heroes Volunteer Here: Vinton salutes its First Aid Crew 

Th e Town of Vinton al-
ways emphasizes enhanc-
ing the quality of life for 
its citizens. One of those 
enhancements is the ser-
vices of the Vinton First 
Aid Crew (VFAC) that 
has been protecting the 
greater Vinton commu-
nity since 1939.

“We are truly blessed 
to have the Vinton First 
Aid Crew in our town!” 
says Vinton Mayor Brad 
Grose. “Th e crew has a 
long history of service to 
the residents of Vinton 
and the surrounding area. 
Many of our citizens have 
amazing stories about the 
wonderful service provid-
ed to them by the devoted 
members of the crew.

“A common trait among 
individual members of the 
crew is their desire to serve 
their fellowman,” Grose 
said. “Th e Vinton First 
Aid Crew off ers an oppor-
tunity to serve, and it also 
provides valuable medi-
cal training that can truly 

be lifesaving. Th ere is a 
strong sense of camarade-
rie and family in the crew 
that is rarely duplicated in 
organizations of its size.

“Th e citizens of Vinton 
can rest assured that they 
will always receive profes-
sional and caring service 
from the dedicated mem-
bers of our Vinton First 
Aid Crew.”

For the next several 
weeks, Th e Vinton Mes-
senger and the Town of 
Vinton plan to recognize 
and salute members of the 
Vinton First Aid Crew. 

First up is Sandra “San-
dy” Sayre, who has been 
with the Vinton First Aid 
Crew for 11 years and is 
now a Life Member. She 
currently serves as the 
VFAC Chaplain and Sec-
retary and is on the Board 
of Directors. She is a Reg-
istered Nurse, a Family 
Nurse Practitioner, and an 
EMT-B. Her “day job” is 
with Carilion Clinic.

“At a very young age, I 
had a desire to join a rescue 
squad,” Sayre said. “Other 
things got in the way like 

nursing school, marriage 
and raising a family. In 
2011, the opportunity 
presented itself to join the 
Vinton First Aid Crew 
and my 16-year-old-son, 
Chris Sayre, and I joined 
together. It was this deci-
sion that changed the fu-
ture for us both.  Chris 
met the love of his life, 
Megan, and I gained a 
daughter-in-law and a 
grandson, Jonathan.

“I have had the honor 
and privilege to serve the 
community alongside 
my family for the past 
11 years,” she said. “We 
gained another family, 
too, with the members of 
the VFAC both past and 
present. Th ere is some-
thing galvanizing when 
you work with someone 
else and share tragedy and 
triumphs.

“It is an honor to be 
there for someone’s last 
breath or someone’s fi rst 
breath, and all the times 
in between. Th ere is no 
greater privilege than to 
have someone else entrust-
ed to your care. To be able 

to say, ‘I know this is scary, 
but you can feel safe with 
me, we will get through 
this together’ and mean 
it because you have the 
training to help.

“Th e volunteers I have 
the honor to serve with 
and have served with over 
the years are dedicated 
and committed to mak-
ing the world a little bet-
ter place. Th e training and 
continuing education is 
rigorous, but when com-
pleted, off ers a sense of ac-
complishment.

“One of my favorite 
things is to see a new mem-
ber come on board, scared 
and timid, and grow into a 
confi dent provider. I have 
also had the unique view 
to be able to watch my son 
Chris grow from a teenag-
er on the crew, into a man, 
and he is now serving as 
Rescue Chief.  I could not 
be prouder.  

“To be able to react to 
an emergency with nerves 
of steel, have focused at-
tention in chaos, and be 
able to sleep anywhere, 
is what volunteers come 

away with. If you feel a 
calling to join, chase it, 
you won’t be disappoint-
ed. We need a renewed 
world of helpers to off set 
all the bad in the world.  
It’s an absolute honor 

and privilege to serve our 
community.”  

For more information 
on the Vinton First Aid 
Crew visit their Facebook 
page at https://www.face-
book.com/vintonems/. 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Vinton First Aid Crew member Sandy Sayre

Vinton hosting Christmas Market on Dec. 10, 
Parade of Trees at War Memorial through Jan. 2 

Th e Town of Vinton is hosting a 
“Pop-up” Christmas Market at the 
Vinton Farmers’ Market on Dec. 10 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Vendors are in-
vited to register. Th e charge is $15 to set 
up under the canopy and $10 for the 
parking lot. To sign up contact Com-
munity Programs Director Chasity 
Barbour at cbarbour@vintonva.gov or 
call 540-283-7078 and leave a message.

Th is is a new event for the town in 
2022.

Another new event this holiday sea-
son is the Vinton Parade of Trees on the 
front lawn at the Vinton War Memo-

rial. Th e trees have been donated and 
decorated by local Vinton businesses, 
including Creative Occasions Flowers, 
Gifts, and Events, Pinnacle Financial 
Partners, Th e Hemp Mill, the Vin-
ton Woman’s Club, the Vinton Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Pretty Paws 
Dog and Cat Grooming, LLC, Bank 
of Botetourt, and the Vinton Breakfast 
Lions Club.

Th e trees will be on display through 
Jan. 2, 2023, with visits from Santa on 
selected dates:

Dec. 6 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Dec. 10 from 9 to 11 a.m.

Dec. 17 from 9 to 11 a.m.
Dec. 22 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Santa will be bringing along candy 

canes and s’mores kits (while supplies 
last) sponsored by Pinnacle Bank and 
will be glad to pose for photos.

Visitors will be able to vote for a 
People’s Choice Award. Judges will 
choose awards for  “Best Decorating” 
and “Best Th eme.”

For more information on the Parade 
of Trees email dboyd@vintonva.gov or 
cbarbour@vintonva.gov. 

Submitted by Town of Vinton 
Community Programs

flyer for Christmas Market

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Town of Vinton will  host its first Parade of Trees 
on the lawn of the Vinton War Memorial through 
Jan. 2.

VINTON HISTORY
Th e “Sears Wish Book” 

was a popular Christmas-
themed catalog released 
annually by Sears, an 
American department 
store chain. Th e catalog 
contained toys and other 
holiday-related merchan-
dise such as clothes, jew-
elry, and gift items.  

Th e fi rst “Sears Wish 
Book” was published in 
1934. In 1993, Sears dis-
continued publishing 
the wish book catalogs 
in the United States.  In 
2007, Sears once again cre-
ated a holiday gift catalog; 
however, it was consider-
ably smaller of only about 
100 pages. Th is was a stark 
contrast to the 300-plus 
page catalog previously 
produced.  

Th e Wish Book was 
considered a holiday treat 

by generations of children 
who were hoping for the 
best on Christmas morn-
ing. Pictured is the only 
“Sears Wish Book” that 
the Vinton History Mu-
seum has but we would 
love to have copies of other 
years “Preserving the Past 
for the Future.”   

Stop by the Vinton His-
tory Museum and remi-
nisce/recall the popular 
Christmas items in 1992 
catalog. Th e museum is 
open Monday, Wednes-
day, Friday, and every First 
Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  
Th e museum will be open 
this Saturday, Dec. 3 for 
the annual “Holiday Open 
House.”

Submitted by Judy 
Cunningham, Vinton 

History Museum Executive 
Director

PHOTO BY JUDY CUNNINGHAM
The 1992 version of the Sears Wish Book, on display at 
the Vinton History Museum.
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VintonVinton WorshipWorship
DirectoryDirectory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located at 
4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Li-
turgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call 
(540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for midweek 
masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on Hershberg-
er, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vin-
ton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Jason 
Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 8:45 
AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contemporary Ser-
vice, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 PM, Wednes-
day Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 
PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washington 
Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis Rus-
sell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 8:45 
a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional Service 
11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family Dinner: 
5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Children’s Minis-
tries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 p.m. www.vin-
tonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCI-
PLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, Roa-
noke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship Services 
every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry Brace. We 
look forward to seeing you this Sunday!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST - 7165 
Cloverdale Rd., Roanoke, 24019; beside the Bote-
tourt Athletic Club. Leave message 992-4385. Sun-
day Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday Bible Study, 6 p.m. Please come visit us 
in person or get to know about us  rst by visiting 
our web page: daleridgechurchofchrist.net.  Updated 
each week with a new sermon by Mike Mazzalongo, 
four minutes of video showing our nearly six acres 
of land and our beautiful, functional inside facili-
ties, articles, events, news from Christian sources 
around the world and here locally plus much, much 
more. See how many ways Dale Ridge is “Reaching 
Out There” to the Roanoke Valley with the “Good 
News of Jesus. By clicking on “visit us virtually” 
real time access to our Worship services is available 
via your computer, a tablet or smartphone: Just fol-
low the instructions. We believe in the inspired Word 
of God which is as relevant today as it was when 
it was written. We believe the Holy Spirit is a gift 
to every Christian upon their response to the Gos-
pel as demonstrated by the 3000 obedient souls in 
(Acts 2:38). We believe Jesus is the only author of 
our salvation. (Acts 4:12) Have you been looking for 
a church family that is progressive, outside the box 
thinkers, led by the Holy Spirit into all truth. (John 
16:13). You will know we are His disciples by our 
love for one another. (John 13:35) Real time contact 
thru our website via email.
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feather 
Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-890-1170. 
Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
ECKANKAR, THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL FREEDOM,  is 
a simple teaching that focuses on the Light and Sound of God to 
help people  nd more love in their life.  The Roanoke Eckankar 
Center is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  The 
Center was closed during the COVID crisis but is now open.  A 
spiritual event is held on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 10:30 
a.m.  Since contracting COVID-19 may still be possible, please 
take the health steps that are best for you.  It is appreciated that by 
attending you are taking responsibility for your own health. Visit 
www.eck-va.org, www.meetup.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experi-
ences Group or call 540-353-5365 for other Eckankar programs 
and for more information about how the teachings of Eckankar can 
lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vinton, (corner of 
Hardy Road and Feather Road), 982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. 
Sunday, 10 AM - Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 3-5th grade, 
Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
“The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 
24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 
School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., SE, 
Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bible Study 
7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; cmpc2verizon.
net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 11:00am; Communion 1st 
Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; Monday Noon Bible Study; 
Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Dea-
cons; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 
3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, 
pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-8070. 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 a.m., Wor-
ship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Service 
11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 10:00 AM, 
Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - Awana; G-5 Youth 
Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Vinton Worship
Directory

NO LONGER A STRANGER
Read: Ephesians 1:1 through 3:21

Being a stranger in a new setting always causes a little anxiety. 
There are new faces and places. There are strange smells and 
sounds. There are new sights. The more foreign the land, the 
more intense these differences seem. Having a guide, someone 
who is familiar with the place and who can introduce us to new 
people, is very helpful.

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but 
fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his 
household (Ephesians 2:19).

At one time, we were all strangers to God’s kingdom and to His 
promises. But in Christ, we fi nd our way. He has “brought us 
near” when once we were “far off.” It is through His blood that 
He has brought us into the Kingdom. Because of Him we are 
no longer strangers and foreigners, but we are fellow citizens in 
God’s house.

Like a guide, Jesus is the one who has bought our passage and 
shown us the way. Because of Him, we can claim the status of 
being part of God’s household.

Prayer Suggestion: Thank God for bringing you into His King-
dom.

Quicklook: Ephesians 2:11–22
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TheVinton
Messenger White Family at Blue Ridge Baptist on Dec. 11

Blue Ridge Baptist Church 
invites the community to “Cel-
ebrate the Birth of Our Savior” 

with the White Family Christian 
Gospel singers on Dec. 11 at 11 
a.m. 

Blue Ridge Baptist is located 
at 2410 Hardy Road. All are wel-
come. 

in Vinton and East Roa-
noke County can learn 
more about, and register 
for, the CodeRED system 
by visiting: www.vinton-
va.gov/CodeRED-Alert-
System. 

You may register on-
line at https://public.
coderedweb.com/CNE/
BF360905066D; with 
your Smartphone by 
texting “TOVAlerts” 
to 99411; scan the QR 
Code on the flyer with 
your phone camera; or 
call 540-983-0601 and 
select CodeRED assis-
tance from the menu.

There is no charge 
for citizens to use the 
service. The town will 
be picking up the tab as 
an annual expense in its 
budget.

“CodeRED’s robust 
system will provide Vin-
ton officials with a reli-
able, easy-to-use tech-
nology to enhance our 
emergency preparedness 
plans,” said Mayor Brad 
Grose. 

The town also pur-

chased the CodeRED 
Weather Warning sys-
tem, an automated 
weather warning technol-
ogy that delivers phone 
calls, text messages, and 
emails to registered resi-
dents, businesses, and 
town personnel within 
the direct path of severe 
weather. The CodeRED 
Weather Warning system 
is an opt-in service that 
notifies those registered 
of tornado, flash flood, 
and severe thunderstorm 
warnings just moments 
after an alert is issued 
by the National Weather 
Service (NWS).  

Only authorized Town 
of Vinton officials will 
have access to send no-
tifications within the 
CodeRED system. Vin-
ton Planning and Zon-
ing Coordinator Julie 
Tucei will be the main 
point of contact. Other 
officials with access and 
shared responsibilities 
will include Town Man-
ager Pete Peters, Associ-
ate Planner Fayula Gor-

don, Executive Assistant 
to the Chief of Police 
Mandie Baker, Public 
Works Administrative 
Manager Jill Acker, and 
Economic Development 
Specialist Marshall Stan-
ley.

CodeRED is an en-
hanced communications 
system. The Town of 
Vinton will continue to 
provide emergency in-
formation to local TV, 
radio, and newspapers, 
as well as to Facebook 
and Twitter accounts.

Initially all phone 
numbers listed in the 
“white pages” are en-
tered by the vendor into 
the CodeRED system, 
but the database does 
not include cell phone 
numbers or Voice over 
Internet Protocol (VoIP) 
phone (Internet call-
ing) numbers. So, please 
don’t assume your infor-
mation is in the system. 
The limited personal in-
formation you provide is 
protected within the Co-
deRED system.

PHOTO COURTESY TOWN OF VINTON
Visit www.vintonva.gov/CodeRED-Alert-System for more information.

CodeRED from page 1



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2022 • THE VINTON MESSENGER • PAGE 5 www.ourvalley.org

Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485
or email tfrye@ourvalley.org

to advertise in this space.

Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to 
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of 
a few communities that continue to relish the past by off ering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its 
proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities 
for those who wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty 
shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year 
from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival off ers its own unique 
atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, 
and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and 
Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of be-
longing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are 
necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE! Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS

Fifty years ago in November 
1972, incumbent Republican 
President Richard M. Nixon 
and Democrat George Mc-
Govern were running for the 
presidency. Spiro Agnew was 
Nixon’s running mate; Sargent 
Shriver was on the ballot for 
vice president with McGovern. 
Th e Vinton Woman’s Club of-
fered voters rides to the polls. 
Th ose who needed a ride were 
asked to register by postcard.

A mock election held state-
wide among 58,000 junior and 
senior high school students gave 
the Nixon/Agnew ticket 72% 
of the vote. Archie Bunker re-
ceived 87 write-in votes.

Th ere was “unusually heavy” 
voting on Election Day at the 
two Vinton precincts, both of 
which went for Nixon (930 
votes in East Vinton and 735 
in West Vinton). McGovern 
received 319 votes in East Vin-
ton and 251 in West Vinton. 
Caldwell Butler won election in 
the 6th District congressional 
race.

George Cadd, 84, was so ad-
amant about casting his ballot 

that the Vinton First Aid Crew 
transported him to the polls.

William Byrd High School 
students and faculty were hold-
ing their annual United Way 
fund drive and, in 1972, raised 
$1.046, exceeding past records. 
Principal Robert Patterson said 
the goal was to raise about 25 
cents per student. Th e school 
had an enrollment of 1,052 that 
year. Coach Roland Malone’s 
class averaged $3 per student. 
Th e Roanoke Valley United 
Fund Campaign raised $1.4 
million in total.

“I am extremely proud of our 
students for their accomplish-
ment, but I am not at all sur-
prised,” said Principal Patter-
son. “Th e students and faculty 
here at Byrd have always eagerly 
accepted their community re-
sponsibilities and have faithful-
ly responded to the call to fulfi ll 
their duties as good citizens.”

Also, in November of ’72, 
Vinton Town Manager Don 
Smith recommended that Vin-
ton Town Council add another 
meeting each month. Th at 
would mean council would 
meet on the fi rst and third 
Tuesdays of each month—a 
schedule they still maintain in 

2022. Meetings had become 
too lengthy and town business 
had become more complex.

Th e Nov. 1 edition of Th e 
Vinton Messenger reported that 
Mayor Gus Nicks, who suff ered 
a heart attack at his furniture 
store on Oct. 19, 1972, was out 
of intensive care and improv-
ing, but remained at Lewis-Gale 
Hospital. By Nov. 8, Nicks was 
back at home recuperating.

William Byrd High School 
was holding parent-teacher 
conferences from 1 to 8 p.m. to 
help solve problems (learning, 
discipline, or otherwise) that 
students might have and talk 
about career and college plans.

In November 1972, the Vin-
ton Police received a grant for 
$2,556 to purchase four por-
table radios.

Th e annual Community 
Th anksgiving Service was held 
at Th rasher Memorial UMC on 
Th anksgiving Day at 9 a.m.

Plans were announced for 
Vinton’s fi rst Christmas Parade 
with the theme “Putting Christ 
Back in Christmas.” Th e parade 
was to kick off  at 10 a.m. in 
downtown Vinton and proceed 
to Lake Drive Shopping Center, 
where there would be an “old-

fashioned carol sing.”
A 45-mile stretch of the Blue 

Ridge Parkway was closed from 
7 p.m. each night to 7 a.m. each 
morning due to an “increase in 
illegal activities” on the Park-
way in the Roanoke area, and 
an “insuffi  cient” staff  of park 
rangers.

A variety show was planned 
at the high school to showcase 
outstanding talent in the area—
both students and members 
of the “older generation.” Th e 
program was organized by Boo-
tie Chewning who performed 
“Th oroughly Modern Millie” 
and Mildred Scott.

Th e Roanoke County School 
Board approved a request from 
the County Council of PTAs 
to provide a sex education pro-
gram for all county students 
from kindergarten through 
12th grade. Th e program was 
entitled “Human Growth and 
Family Living.” Th e proposal 
was sent on to the State Board 
of Education for approval.

Turkeys at H&H Supermar-
ket were selling for 39 cents a 
pound, sweet potatoes for 15 
cents a pound, and hams for 75 
cents a pound during the holi-
day season in 1972. Jars of baby 

food at Kroger were seven cents 
each.

Th e lead headline in the Vin-
ton paper on Nov. 29 was “Vin-
ton Residents, Businessmen 
Howl about Unusually High 
Water Billings.” Apparently, the 
billings had doubled and even 
tripled. Bills that had totaled 
$10 had jumped to $27. Some 
were as high as $62.

Th e initial response from 
Town Council was that “the 
water has been used and you 
will pay the bills.” At one point 
“everybody got mad” and took 
their bills up to the council desk 
to show the members the dif-
ferences in their last two bills.” 
In the end, council decided to 
have the meters checked. 

By the end of November 
1972, Mayor Nicks was able to 
stop by Th e Vinton Messenger 
offi  ce for a visit and promote the 
fi rst community performance of 
“Th e Messiah” at Th rasher Me-
morial. Jim Reynolds, president 
of the Vinton Area Chamber 
of Commerce, announced that 
all new Christmas lights and 
decorations had been purchased 
to replace most of the “older, 
wind-swept” decorations that 
had short-circuited.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Citizens demanded relief from higher than usual water bills.
PHOTOS FROM THE VINTON MESSENGER ARCHIVES

 Prices for Thanksgiving foods were a bargain in 1972.

Th ere is nothing like family 
for the holidays! Th anksgiving 
was so much fun with everyone 
joining us for dinner. Valerie, 
Kyle, Chase (Let’s go, Hokies) 
and Cade Hendricks, Amber 
and Lindsey Wells were all in 
from Richmond. Also joining 
us were Suzanne and Jimmy 
Bell, Bootie  Greg Chewning, 
Drake and Hannah Lewis, 
Abbie Lewis, Vickie and Kent 
Smith and Jerry Franks. 

Congratulations to Mark 
Frye on returning to the 
White House. What a honor 
to not only be chosen once 
but twice to decorate Amer-
ica’s house! You make us so 
proud! 

Th e GFWC Vinton 
Woman’s Cub served dinner 
to the guests at the Ronald 
McDonald House in Roa-
noke Tuesday night providing 
a home-cooked meal. While 
at the house they visited with 

the guests and contributed tab 
tops and gift cards.

If you are looking for some-
one to help this season, the 
GFWC Totera Woman’s Club 
and GFWC Vinton Woman’s 
Club members are collecting 
new sweat suits for the VA 
Hospital in Salem.  Th ey re-
ally need larger sizes for men 
and women.  You are welcome 
to drop them off  at the Vin-
ton Chamber of Commerce 
offi  ce.

We hope to see everyone at 
the Vinton Christmas Parade 
Th ursday, Dec. 1. Tree Light-
ing is at 6 p.m. and the parade 
starts at 7 p.m. PHOTO COURTESY OF ANGIE CHEWNINGThe Chewning family Thanksgiving 2022.

Angie Chewning
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS
King’s Hauling & Excavating, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem

(540) 380-3901

John King, President

Specialized Saw & Mower, Inc.

STIHL EQUIPMENT
New and Used Equipment & Parts Available on All Brands

Topsoil/Sand
Gravel/Mulch

Asphalt Milling

Huge 
Sale!

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

Holiday
Savings!

(Sales and Service)

Beat the
Spring Rush!

LIMITED TIME SAVINGS

OBITUARY
Hackworth, John Edward, Sr.

John Edward Hack-
worth Sr., 82, of Good-
view, went home to be with 
His Lord as the sun came 
up on Saturday, November 
19, 2022, which happened 
to be his favorite day of 
the year, opening day of 
rifl e season for deer hunt-
ing. John was surrounded 
by his wife, Phyllis, with 
whom he shared 59 years, 
and their three children as 
he peacefully inherited all 
that is promised to those who call upon 
the name of Jesus Christ for salvation.

John was preceded in death by his 
parents, Clarence and Beatrice Hack-
worth. 

Together, John and Phyllis shared a 
blessed life and built a large, beautiful 
family. In addition to his wife, John is 
survived by their daughter, Terrie Bows-
er, and her husband, David; daughter, 
Cindy Moran, and her husband, Tim; 
and son, John Jr., and his wife, Karla; 
11 grandchildren, Laura and Matt 
Bowser, Emery Driver, Jordan, Timo-
thy, Hannah, Spencer, and McKenzie 
Moran, Abigail Hackworth Mooney, 
Maggie and Jake Hackworth; and one 
great-granddaughter, Juliette.

John taught architec-
tural drafting, industrial 
arts, and woodworking 
at William Byrd High 
School for 30 years and 
was loved by students 
and fellow teachers 
alike. He lived a full, 
rich life fi nding joy in 
watching sports, hunt-
ing and fi shing, and his 
wife’s great cooking. He 
especially loved coach-
ing wrestling and the 

young men whose lives he was able to 
impact along the way.

His family invited all those who 
loved John to celebrate his life at Lynn 
Haven Baptist Church at 1501 East 
Washington Avenue in Vinton at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, November 26, 2022. 
Th e family received friends for one hour 
prior to the service and again afterward.

In lieu of fl owers, please consider 
making donations to Good Samaritan 
Hospice of Roanoke at 2408 Electric 
Road, Roanoke, VA 24018. Th ey took 
wonderful care of John in his fi nal 
hours. Online condolences may be ex-
pressed to the family at www.Oakeys.
com. Arrangements were by Oakey’s 
Vinton Chapel, (540) 982-2221.

Cornmeal 
Cookies

From the kitchen of 
“Singing Heart Woman” 
Gerri Reynolds Wade, a 
birthright member of the 
federally recognized Rap-
pahannock Tribe of Vir-
ginia

Cornmeal Cookies
Ingredients:
1/3 tsp. salt
1/2 cup sorghum or 

black molasses (may 
substitute honey or ma-
ple syrup)

2 large eggs, beaten
1 and 3/4 cups flour
3/4 cup margarine
3/4 cup sugar
2 tsp. vanilla
1/2 cup cornmeal
2 tsp. baking powder
Preheat oven to 350 

degrees. Cream salt, 
sugar, and margarine. 
Add vanilla, beaten eggs, 
molasses. Beat well un-
til creamy. In separate 
bowl mix together flour, 
cornmeal, and baking 
powder. Add dry mix to 

creamy mix. Blend well. 
Pat or drop dough from 
tablespoon onto greased 
baking sheet. Bake at 
350˚ for 12-15 minutes 
until golden brown. En-
joy!

This recipe has been 
modernized with the use 
of margarine instead of 
lard. Feel free to use lard 
for a good jolt to the ar-
teries!

RECIPE OF THE WEEK

rant is closed on Sunday and Monday.
Th e reason for those early hours 

is that the restaurant sells breakfast– 
think breakfast burritos and combos– 
all day long. In fact, the entire menu 
is available all day long. 

Angel’s wife Roxy, who manages 
the operations, says that their appeal 
to customers is that they are a “mom 
and pop” shop where everything is 
made fresh and made to order. They 
are not a chain restaurant, but a small 
business, and doing very well at it. 
Part of that is their reasonable prices. 
Tacos start at $2; breakfast burritos at 
$4. There’s food for the kids– chick-
en tenders or cheese quesadillas with 
fries.

At La casa Del Burrito Taco Shop 
you place your order at the counter 
for take-out or eat in dining. 

The restaurant has a huge menu. 
Roxy says that among the most popu-

lar items are the California burritos 
and Mulitas– made with two torti-
llas, not one, with a variety of fillings. 
Every other Wednesday they sell out 
of their special four quesabirria tacos 
which come with a dipping broth for 
$8.99. 

Fresh fruit waters (pineapple, 
melons, mango, and more) are also 
popular with customers. 

Almost everyone who comes 
through the door seems to be a regu-
lar customer from the Fed Ex driver 
to members of the Vinton Police De-
partment located just a block away.

For more information check out 
the website at  https://la-casa-del-
burr i to- taco- shop.bus ines s . s i t e / 
and their Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/people/La-ca-
sa-del-burrito-taco-shop-Mexican-
food/100036470055607/ or call 
540-206-3683.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Angie Chewning, Executive Director of the Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce, 
designed the restaurant’s logo which appears on the website and Facebook 
pages.

Taco Shop from page 1

if the real Macy’s balloon had a red nose, 
they needed a red nose on their puppet.

Th e balloon puppet was required to 
hang down from strings like a marionette 
puppet. Each puppet had to be at least 12 
inches tall, not counting the strings. Th e 
balloon creations also had to stay con-
nected and in one piece for the duration 
of the parade. 

Students were instructed to brainstorm 
and sketch a blueprint for their balloon 
puppets and a list of the supplies they 
would need. Th e design had to be re-
viewed by a “parade manager” of desig-
nated school personnel.

Materials options– in addition to bal-
loons and string– were straws, craft sticks, 
ribbon, recyclables (paper towel rolls, lids, 
tubes, etc.), various kinds of paper, pipe 
cleaners, felt, or brads. Students were also 
allowed to use glue, tape (minimized or 
hidden), markers, crayons, and staples. 
Th ey were also allowed to use a balloon 
pump to infl ate their balloons.

Once done, the groups were asked to 
evaluate the complications they experi-
enced in carrying out the project.

Th e most memorable entry this year, 
and the one leading the parade, was the 

balloon honoring the three University of 
Virginia Cavaliers who were victims of 
gun violence at UVA on the night of No-
vember 13. 

Other balloon puppets this year in-
cluded the Pillsbury Doughboy, Hello 
Kitty, Pikachu, Elf on a Shelf, Spot from 
the Good Dinosaur, Minions, the Death 
Star from Star Wars, Snoopy, Jack Skel-
lington, Toothless, Charizard, an Artemis 
rocket, Stitch, Kirby, Chase from Paw Pa-
trol, and Bluey, along with Snoopy and 
Woodstock.

Students in the lower grades lined the 
walls as the parade wound through the 
hallways, clapping and cheering for all the 
participants and most likely looking for-
ward to a future day when they would be 
the ones showcasing their own balloons.

Bonsack staff  facilitating the project 
this year were fi fth grade teachers Laura 
Muncey, Suzanne Witcher, and Christi 
Stanley, along with librarian Rose Mc-
Carthy. Fifth grade parents were credited 
with donating the supplies for the STEM 
project.

Check out Th e Vinton Messenger 
Facebook page to see all of the balloons in 
this year’s parade.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Balloons over Bonsack STEM project is based on the book “Balloons over 
Broadway” which tells the history of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.

Balloons from page 1

Registration is now open for the 
ninth annual Gauntlet Business Pro-
gram and Competition.

Entrepreneurs with bold ideas, 
who have a business idea that needs a 
jumpstart, or a business that is ready 
to scale, are invited to take action and 
accelerate their entrepreneurial ideas 
into reality. 

The Gauntlet 2023 is sponsored by 
The Advancement Foundation, based 
in Vinton. It is Virginia’s largest 
business program and competition 
and offers a proven formula to assist 
entrepreneurs in the development of 
their business idea, an opportunity to 
collaborate with entrepreneurs across 
the region, individual pairing with a 
mentor, and connection to a myriad 
of other resources designed to sup-
port new and expanding businesses. 

The Gauntlet has empowered more 
than 700 entrepreneurs, developed 
and connected a mentor network of 
250 professionals, and awarded over 
$7 million in resources including 
grants, cash, and in-kind prizes.

The Gauntlet ignites opportunities 
through business training, mentor-
ship opportunities, scaling strategies, 
and entrepreneurial ecosystem build-
ing. Anyone can participate in this 
competition for over $300,000 in 
cash and prizes.

Virtual classes begin on Tuesday, 
February 7, 2023.

For more information about 
The Gauntlet and to apply online, 
visit www.TheAdvancementFounda-
tion.org/Gauntlet.    

Submitted by The Advancement 
Foundation

Registration open 
for Gauntlet 2023
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Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other 
restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/31/22. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for 
those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details.  ©2022 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 12.31.22

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

OR

STATEWIDE  ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

STATEWIDE  ADS

EXPERIENCE YOU
CAN TRUST
Only American Standard has OVER 
150 years of experience and off ers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub

SUPERIOR DESIGN
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar & 
textured fl oor provides a safer bathing 
experience

PATENTED QUICK DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY

LIFETIME WARRANTY
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard

44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS
More than any other tub we’ve seen

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Limited Time Off er–Call Today!

855-864-5500

Lifetime Warranty | Finance Options Available*

Walk-In Tubs

FREE
Savings include 

our own
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

($500 VALUE)

M
ADE IN THE U.S.A

.

W
IT

H
 U.S. & IMPORTED

 P

A
R

T
S

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667A FREE ESTIMATE

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise your 
upcoming auctions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
American Standard Walk-In Tubs. Buy from 
a brand you trust. Patented Quick-Drain® 
technology. 44 hydrotherapy jets. Lifetime 
warranty on tub and installation! FREE in-
home consultation at your convenience. 
Limited time offer - $1,500 in savings in-
cludes a FREE right-height toilet. Call 1-855-
864-5500
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667
GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power outages, 
so your home and family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing Op-
tion. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378
Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material – steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer - $500 Discount + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-844-902-4611
The bathroom of your dreams for as little 
as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE 
virtual in-home consultation now and SAVE 
15%! Call Today! 1-844-945-1631 
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-877-591-9950
LIVESTOCK SALE 
BCIA CULPEPER SENIOR BULL SALE, 
Saturday, December 10, Noon, Culpeper 
Agricultural Enterprise, Culpeper, VA. Selling 
77 Angus, Braunvieh, Charolais, Gelbvieh, 
Gelbvieh Balancer, Hereford, Red Angus, 
Simmental and SimAngus bulls.  Catalog 
540-231-9159. Sale information available at 
www.bcia.apsc.vt.edu. Sale available online 
at  HYPERLINK “https://www.liveauctions.
tv/” https://www.liveauctions.tv/
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 court 
cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral and other  -
nal expenses. Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or visit  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-4974
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-888-550-3083 www.
dental50plus.com/virginia #6258

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

STATEWIDE  ADS

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Privately Listed 
Estate Sale for 
Long time 
Buchanan Resident

Help Wanted

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

Positions Wanted

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Wanted - To Rent

  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

TRUSTEE S SALE 
OF 

1171 COYNER 
SPRINGS RD, 
ROANOKE, VA 

24012 

ABC NOTICE 

OF 12790 LEE 
HIGHWAY, 

BUCHANAN, VA 
24066 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Order of 
Publication 

Will File 
#210000224 

 

Legals - City of 
Salem

PUBLIC HEARING 

THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF 
SALEM 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

OF 405 WADES LN, 
CHRISTIANSBURG, 

VA 24073.  

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First ApplicationCaring for next spring’s 
perfect lawn starts now.

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-855-942-6217
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355

BAG 

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

King’s Hauling & 
Excavating, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

John King, PresidentSpecialized Saw 
& Mower, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

STIHL EQUIPMENT
New and Used Equipment & 
Parts Available on All Brands

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

The William Byrd girls have a busy week as they open the basketball 
season with three games in four days. The girls debuted with a loss to Cave 
Spring on Tuesday, and Wednesday they were scheduled to play at home 
against Christiansburg. A busy week continues with a game at Bassett this 
Friday.

On Tuesday in Vinton Cave Spring took the season opener, 49-26. The 
Terriers trailed by just two points at the half, 21-19, before the visiting 
Knights took control after intermission.

“We got off to a good start, but did not do the things in the second half 
that we did in first half,” said Byrd coach Randy Bush. 

Freshman Logan Andrews led Byrd in scoring in her first varsity game 
with nine points. Samantha Martin had seven, Alexis Helton scored six, 
Jada Johnson had three and Kanzi Lee hit a foul shot. The Terriers are 
playing without senior point quard Sophia Chrisley, who is still recovering 
from a broken leg she suffered during the soccer season.

“These girls have a great work ethic so we will continue to learn and 
get better,” said Bush.

Above left, William Byrd’s Samantha Martin drives to the basket in 
Tuesday’s season opener in Vinton. Above, coach Randy Bush and assistant 
Brandy Helton are puzzled by a call. Left, Logan Andrews drives on a Knight 
defender. PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEY

Knights win girls’ opener

Defending champs look strong in season debut with Byrd
When you’re a young team with a starting lineup of 

players who never previously started a varsity game, 
who do you want your season opening opponent to 
be? Probably not the defending state champion.

That was the task the William Byrd boys faced as 
they opened the season before a packed house at Cave 
Spring Tuesday. The host Knights were Class 3 state 
champions a year ago and are generally considered 
the top team in the division to open this season.

That was the challenge the Byrd boys had Tuesday 
and Cave Spring didn’t disappoint as the Knights 

raced to a 62-34 win. It was a tall order, literally, to 
start the season for the Terriers.

“They have four guys 6’4” or taller, and they can 
shoot threes,” said Byrd coach Brad Greenway. “We 
knew it was going to be a tough opener. We’ve been 
playing Cave Spring to start the season since I was 
on the team.”

The first half didn’t go well. The Knights led 
18-4 after one quarter, hitting three three-pointers, 
then upped the advantage to 34-14 by the half. The 
Terriers didn’t quit and hung tough after intermission 

but by that time the game had already been decided.
“It was a tough opponent but we know what we 

have to do to get better,” said Greenway. “We have 
our work cut out for us.”

Junior Ty Blalock led the Terriers with nine points. 
Jaiden Childress and Hayden Eads had eight each and 
Isaiah Board had five.

The Terriers game originally scheduled for Friday 
against Christiansburg has been postponed with the 
Demons still in the football playoffs. Next Tuesday, 
December 6, Cave Spring returns the trip to Vinton.

The William Byrd swimmers hit the water for the 
first time this season as they competed in a meet 
at the Gator Center on Monday. The Terriers took 
Patrick Henry and Hidden Valley in their season 
opener.

The boys’ team split in their meet, defeating 
Hidden Valley, 50-30, but losing to PH, 66-28. In 
the girls’ meet Patrick Henry beat Byrd, 68-26, and 
Hidden Valley took a 74-20 victory.

“Monday was a great way to kick off the sea-
son,” said Byrd coach Krista Martin. “We had a 
few swimmers complete their very first competitive 
swim meet and the returning swimmers did a great 
job showing our new swimmers the ropes. I was also 
really proud of all the team spirit. I don’t think there 
was a single event where someone wasn’t at the end 
of the lane cheering.” 

Team captain Colin Murtaugh won two events, 
taking the 200 IM and 100 Fly. For the girls, Lindsay 
Murtaugh won the 500 Freestyle.

The Terriers will be back in the pool Saturday 
for a big meet at the Christiansburg Aquatic Center. 
Next Monday, December 5, Byrd is back at the 
Gator Center for a meet.

“My hopes for the season are fast swimming and 
lots of great memories made for these kids,” said 
Martin.

Byrd swimmers in 
meet at C’burg Sat.

The All-Region 
3D volleyball 
team was recently 
announced and 
William Byrd 
senior setter Carsyn 
Kotz(lright) was 
named to the first 
team. Byrd also had 
a second teamer in 
junior Terran Brown 
and Ella Ashworth, 
a senior, was honor-
able mention.

ALL 3-D
When the new “Salem Mayhem” box lacrosse 

team debuts on December 30 at least three of the 
players will be familiar to local lax fans. Former Old 
Dominion Athletic Conference players Joey Dishaw, 
Chad Fisher and Josh Davis are all on the roster for 
Salem’s newest professional team.

The Mayhem is one of nine teams in the 
Professional Box Lacrosse Association(PBLA) 
debut season. Also in the league are three teams 
located in New York state, the Elmira Renegades, 
Syracuse Spark and Binghampton Bombers. The 
Jim Thorpe All-Americans are in Pennsylvania, the 
Trenton Terror are in New Jersey, Hampton, VA is 
home to the Hammerheads, Charlotte, NC  has the 
Bootleggers and the New England Chowderheads 
will split time between Manchester, New Hampshire 
and Springfield, Massachusetts.

“As an organization, we are absolutely thrilled 
about having a team in Salem,” said PBLA commis-
sioner Steve Donner. “Both the city and the com-
munity itself have a long history with the sport of 
lacrosse, and we know that the PBLA will help add to 
that illustrious tradition by bringing America’s fastest 
growing, and most exciting professional sport to the 
city of Salem”

Box Lacrosse is a mix between regular lacrosse 
and ice hockey. The dimensions of the playing sur-
face are the same as hockey but the game is played 
on artificial turf. There are boards surrounding the 
playing surface, like hockey, and each team will field 
six players at a time, a goalie with two defensemen 
and three forwards.

“Every seat is going to be a good seat for this fast-
paced action!” said Wendy Delano, Salem’s Director 
of Civic Facilities. “The Indoor lacrosse set-up will 
be a perfect fit in our facility and it will be exciting 
to see the Salem Civic Center look somewhat like it 
did in the old pro hockey days with the dasher boards, 
protective panels, and fast-paced action.”

The Salem Mayhem roster features elite athletes 
under the guidance of Coach Lindsay Sanderson. He 
is the former general manager and head coach of the 
Philadelphia Wings, and he is a member of both the 
Ontario and Canadian Lacrosse Halls of Fame.

A player draft was held to stock the team and Kyle 
Leeming, a goalie from Virginia Wesleyan, was the 
Mayhem’s first round pick. There was also a tryout 
camp in Raleigh to fill out a roster of about 20 play-
ers and three men with local ties were selected from 

Pro Box Lacrosse team opens Dec. 30
about 60 who tried out. Dishaw and Fisher both 
played for Roanoke College while Davis played for 
Virginia Wesleyan. All three were teammates at 
Salem High for three years.

“I was on line one day and saw this advertisement 
about a new league,” said Davis. “Then I saw there 
was going to be a team in Salem so I decided to try 
out. I got a call from coach Sanderson and he asked 
me if I knew of anyone else in the area and I told him 
I knew some guys for sure.”

Fisher had just moved back to the area after spend-
ing four years in Montana. Chad has been an ice 
hockey player since he was a kid and he feels that will 

be a big benefit with 
the Mayhem.

“I’ve played ice 
hockey all my life 
and the size of the 
playing surface and 
the boards are the 
same,” he said. “Box 
lacrosse originated in 
Canada, and it’s a lot 
like hockey.”

The game is more 
physical than lacrosse 
played outside, and 
Dishaw found that 
out in a hurry at the 

tryouts.
“Cross checking is legal,” he said. “I wasn’t 

expecting that and I got hit pretty good, but you also 
have more padding in box lacrosse. You have pads to 
protect your kidneys and ribs and I never wore pads 
like that in high school or college.”

The Mayhem will be back in Raleigh for a training 
camp this weekend, and they’ll practice in Salem on 
the 17th and 18th before the season opener against 
Hampton at 7 pm on Friday, December 30. The 
Mayhem will play seven home games through April 
1 as well as seven road games. The local players will 
receive $500 per game along with travel and equip-
ment expenses.

Tickets for Salem Mayhem games will go on sale 
November 23 at 10 a.m. Single Game Tickets are 
$15, $20, and $25. Season Tickets are $99 and $149. 
Tickets can be purchased at the Salem Civic Center 
Box Office Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. – 5 
p.m. and online at www.ticketmaster.com.
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ARE YOU 
READY?

Zulema won
$13,040

Must be 21 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

1135 VINYARD RD, VINTON, VA 24179  |  ROSIESGAMING.COM

With UnitedHealthcare®, it's easier than ever to get even 
more for your Medicare dollar. Our licensed sales agents 
will help you find a plan with more benefits -- including 
better-than-ever dental, vision, and prescription drug 
coverage, plus access to Medicare Advantage's largest 
national provider network.

Stop by during the times listed to get answers to your 
questions from a Medicare Plan Expert.

For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings call 1-540-283-7852, 
TTY 711. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of 
its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract. 
Benefits, features and/or devices vary by plan/area. Limitations and exclusions apply. 
Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare.
© 2022 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
Y0066_220722_025325_M  SPRJ77461

Improved benefits for 2023

When it comes to Medicare, 
UnitedHealthcare® offers you choices.

It’s time to take advantage
To search for meetings and find agents in your area, 
visit myuhcagent.com

Valley View Mall
4802 Valley View Blvd NW
Roanoke, VA 24012

Coastal Ins Planning of VA
137 Gus Nicks Blvd
Vinton, VA 24179

Oct 1st- Dec 7th
Mon-Sat  10AM-8PM
Sunday   12PM-5PM

Oct 17th- Dec 7th
Monday- Friday
9AM-4PM

Blue Ridge Library
28 Avery Row 
Roanoke, VA 24012

Hollins Library
6624 Peters Creek Rd NW
Roanoke, VA 24019

Community Meeting 
12/7
10:30AM-11:30AM

Community Meeting 
12/7
10:30AM-11:30AM

The William Byrd “Big Orange” 
wrestling team will open the season 
Saturday when the Terriers compete in 
the annual “River Rumble” at Staunton 
River High School. The tournament 
is traditionally the opening event for 
many high school teams.

Byrd coach Thomas Kessler and 
staff have been working hard to get the 
grapplers ready in the new wrestling 
room at the school. It’s a source of 
pride for the team and made things a lot 
easier for everyone involved.

“This year has been a great year 
already due to our new wrestling 
room,” said Kessler. “It’s something 
for our current wrestlers and wrestlers 
of the past to be proud of. The older 
generation of Big Orange Wrestlers 
used to have to carry the heavy mats up 
the stairs into the old study hall room 
every day for practice. Then they tran-
sitioned into the cafeteria every day, 
then into the old auxiliary gym and 
then into a field house at the stadium.

“Now, we have our own space inside 
the school. I am super thankful for the 
new renovation and happy that our 
kids and our program have a new home 
inside the building.”  

This year’s team will be led by 
returning seniors and two-time state 
placers Xavier Preston and Dominic 
Pascoe. Xavier has been runner-up in 
the state the last two years and is ready 
to cap off his senior year by capturing 
the elusive state title he has been work-
ing for. He will be up a weight class 
at 175 and should be one of the best 
175 pound wrestlers in any division of 
the state. Dominic is a two-time fourth 
place wrestler and his aim is to place 

above that mark his senior year at 120.  
“Both have had a great preseason 

and have been working their butts 
off in the new wrestling room,” said 
Kessler.   

At 106 freshman Darrin Witcher is 
looking to make some noise this year. 
Kyle Kalinke looks to come back from 
injury at 113 that derailed his previ-
ous season and, at 126, junior Gage 
Cockran, a state placer and  two-time 
qualifier, bumps up two weight classes 
and looks to get back on the state 
podium.  

Curtis Dillon is a newcomer at 132 
who is looking to get some matches 
under his belt and compete for the first 
time and at150 Byrd returns a state 
qualifier in junior Bricen Lancaster. 
Also at 150, and possibly 144, is fresh-
man Sawyer Bolen.  

 At 157 sophomore Stephen 
Underwood has put in a lot of hard 
work in the off season and is ready 
to make it pay off.  Landon Barber, a 
newcomer at 165, has grappling expe-
rience but not in the wrestling realm. 
Landon has done jiujitsu. 

Sophomore Graylen Castleberry and 
freshman Ben Waid look to battle it 
out at 175. At 190 and 215 Byrd has 
four guys who can wrestle up or down. 
Sophomore Aiden Lucas, who is a state 
qualifier from last year at 195, looks to 
move around to find out which weight 
fits him best.  Senior Alex Reamey 
was banged up last year and looks to 
cap his senior year off with some solid 
wrestling while junior Brycen Nielsen 
and freshman Evan Tabor have been 
grinding it out all year and look to keep 
getting better each week.  

At heavyweight senior Dustin 
Richards looks to fill the shoes of 
his big brother, Hunter, who held the 
heavyweight spot for the last four years.  

“Dustin’s last healthy year was his 
freshman year at 220 and he was high-
ly successful,” said Kessler. “A lot 
of people have forgotten about him 
because his sophomore and junior year 

he did not see the mat.  Dustin is a solid 
wrestler who is going to surprise some 
people this year who thought the reign 
of Richards was over at heavyweight.”

After Saturday’s tournament in 
Moneta the Big Orange will complete 
in the “Titan Toughman” tournament 
at Hidden Valley on December 9 & 10.

Xavier Preston(left, on top) and Dominic Pascoe(right, pinning his man) are the top returnees for the Big Orange wrestling team. MESSENGER FILE PHOTOS

The Big Orange wrestlers don’t have to carry their mats anymore thanks to their 
brand new wrestling room inside the school. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Big Orange wrestlers open with 
River Rumble at SRHS Saturday


