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Demolition gets underway in downtown
Vinton to remove fire-damaged structures

Demolition bhegins at 103 East Lee Avenue in downtown Vinton, previously home to Edward Jones Investments hefore last summer’s devastating fire.

Debbie Adams

dadams@ourvalley.com

On July 2, 2022, a
devastating fire in the
heart of downtown Vinton
destroyed the historic D.R.
Music store and severely
damaged several adjacent
businesses.

Roanoke County Fire

Marshal Brian Simmons
said that the fire was
one of the most intense
commercial fires Roanoke
County Fire & Rescue has
been called upon to fight.
Damages were estimated
at $1.5 million.

The building housing
D.R. Music was nearly a
century old, built in 1930.

It was originally the home
to White Front Pharmacy,
owned by Kenneth
Furbush. The pharmacy
had occupied the building
beginning in the 1930s
into the 1950s.

Due to the extensive
damage sustained by
D.R. Music and the
collapse of its roof, the

primary structure, located
at 101 East Lee Avenue,
was determined to pose
a public hazard and was
ordered by the Roanoke
County Building Official’s
Office to be taken down
that very day.

Demolition expertsfrom
W.E.L. Environmental
Services arrived on-site

early that morning to
prepare for taking down
the music store. The
building was demolished
and in the following weeks
debris was removed from
the site, fencing was added
for safety purposes, and
consultations began on
what would happen to the
remaining structures on

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

East Lee and Pollard Street
impacted by the fire.

Plans were recently
announced to demolish
several remaining buildings
beginning on April 10; road
closures were announced
by the Town of Vinton.
The demolition date was

See Demolition page 3

Pok-E-Joe’s BBQ Vinton ofhcially opens

with Chamber ribbon-cutting ceremony

Pok-E-Joe’s Vinton officially opened on April 4 with a ribbon-cutting ceremony with the Vinton Area Chamber
of Commerce, Town Council, Chamber members, town staff, restaurant staff, and family. Fran and CGory Welch
(center) prepare to cut the ribbon.

The Pok-E-Joe’s staff — the restaurant plans to hire about 40 employees.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.com

A large crowd with
beaming smiles on their
faces gathered on April 4
for the official opening
of the new Pok-E-Joe’s

Vinton BBQ restaurant.
Owner Cory Welch, his
wife Fran, and their family,
along with restaurant staff,
Vinton Town Council
members, town staff, and
members of the Vinton Area
Chamber of Commerce,

cut the ribbon at the grand
opening celebration. There
was plenty to smile about
other than the beautiful
sunny day, as the aroma
of smoked BBQ enveloped
the restaurant, inside and
out.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Mayor Brad Grose
welcomed the Welch
family to Vinton (although
Welch is a Vinton native
and  William  Byrd

See Pok-e-Joe’s page 5

The General
Federation of
Women’s Clubs
(GFWC) Vinton
Woman’s Club
and the Vinton
Police Department

partnered on March
30 to plant a blue
and silver pinwheel
garden in  front
of the Municipal
Building to promote
the month of April as
National Child Abuse
Prevention Month.
The purpose of
the annual Pinwheel
Garden is to raise
awareness of child
abuse in the United
States and to promote
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Woman’s Club member Vicki Newburn and Ethan
Dailey plant pinwheels at the Vinton Municipal

Vinton Woman’s Club,
Vinton Police plant

Pinwbheel Garden to raise
awareness of child abuse

healthy  childhoods.
Similar gardens are
being planted across the
country this month.
The pinwheel was
introduced in 2008 as
the official symbol of
great childhoods and to
remind the community
that all children deserve
to be happy and healchy.
Vinton Town Council
issued a proclamation
recognizing April 2023
as National Child Abuse
Prevention Month at
the meeting on April 4.
The proclamation said
in part, “Whereas our
children are our most
valuable resource and
will shape the future of
the Vinton community;
and whereas, child abuse
is considered to be one of
our nation’s most serious
public health problems,
and the majority of child
abuse cases stem from
situations and conditions
that are preventable
in an engaged and
supportive community,
we acknowledge that we
must work together as a
community to increase

See Woman’s Club page 3
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Mount Pleasant Elementary celebrates ‘One
School, One Book’ with lemonade and ‘pie-ing’

Students at Mount Pleasant Elementary raised $891
for the SPCA as part of the “One School, One Book”
celebration.

By Lynez Humphries and Debbie Adams

Students at Mount Pleasant Elementary School
(MPE) celebrated completion of their “One School,
One Book” reading program with a special book
assembly on March 24.

According to Lynez Humpbhries, librarian/media
specialist/computer coordinator at Mount Pleasant,
the entire school read “The Lemonade War” by
Jacqueline Davies during March. In the book, two
siblings set out to see who can sell the most lemonade

At the Mount Pleasant hook assembly, the school
custodian and cafeteria manager graciously agreed to
being “pied” by winning students.

one summer and learn some principles of economics
and finance along the way.

The school’s SCA sold lemonade the week before
the assembly to raise money for the SPCA (similar
to what happens in the book), in a friendly, boys vs.
girls competition to see who could sell the most.

At the March 24 assembly, they presented a check
to the SPCA for an amazing $891.

As part of the celebration, several students
participated in some “lemon-themed” minute-to-
win-it games. In addition, the school custodian and

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LYNEZ HUMPHRIES
Deb’s Lemonade stopped by Mount Pleasant Elementary
to support the “One School, One Book” reading program.

cafeteria manager (who are siblings— just like in th
book) were “pied” by the girls who won the contest.

To top it all off, all teachers, staff, and student
were able to get a cup of lemonade from the Deb’
Lemonade truck that stopped by after the assembly.

The purpose of “One School, One Book” i
to reinforce reading instruction, increase parenta
involvement, bridge the home-school connection
and build a community of readers. Each studen
receives a copy of the same book which is read bott
at school and at home as a family.

Heroes volunteer here: Vinton salutes

its First Aid Crew — Sarah Garza

This week’s featured
volunteer is Sarah Garza.
She has been a volunteer

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.com

\[INTON HISTORY: ARTIST RUTH RICHARDS

The Town of Vinton
and The Vinton Messenger
are saluting members of
the Vinton First Aid Crew
(VFACQ).

“We are truly blessed
to have the Vinton First
Aid Crew in our town,”
says Vinton Mayor Brad
Grose. “The crew has a
long history of service to
the residents of Vinton
and the surrounding area.
Many of our citizens have
amazing stories about the
wonderful service provided
to them by the devoted

members of the crew.”

on the VFAC for five years,
an EMT for seven years,
and obtained her Paramedic
certification this year. She
started off volunteering for
the Christiansburg Rescue
Squad.

Garza says she is “a
Marine Corps brat” from
North Carolina. She has
lived in Hawaii and Italy
and loves “to travel as much
as I can.”

She has always
volunteered in the
communities where she

has lived— for Habitat for
Humanity,  Christmas

COURTESY OF SARAH GARZA

Vinton First Aid Crew Volunteer Sarah Garza

By Vinton History
Museum  intern  Alyssa
Cheer, food drives, and Moorman

Toys for Tots, buF she Ruth Richards, a

wanted to go further in the . :
h 1 Vinton native, had
ways she could help others. many  calents.  She
That led her to joining the made beautiful hand-

First Aid Crew.

Before the pandemic,
Garza was a chef at Evie’s
Bistro and Bakery and did
“Garde Mangier” duties
at the Bloom restaurant
in Wasena. She also did a
stint as a COVID research
technician at Virginia
Tech. She is now a full-
time Paramedic.

Garza’s parents live in
North Carolina. Her “last”
grandmother is currently
in the ICU— “all prayers
would be appreciated.” She
also has a 10-year-old cat
“that I love.”

As for her spare time,
Garza says that although
she is no longer cooking as
a day job, she still enjoys
cooking for her friends. She
also likes to garden and
plays rugby with Roanoke
Woman’s Rugby.

“A common trait among
individual members of the
Vinton First Aid Crew is
their desire to serve their
fellow man,” Mayor Grose
said. “The crew offers an
opportunity to serve, and
it also provides valuable
medical  training  that
can truly be lifesaving.
There is a strong sense of
camaraderie and family
in the crew that is rarely
duplicated in organizations
of its size.

“The citizens of Vinton
can rest assured that
they will always receive
professional and caring
service from the dedicated
members of our Vinton
First Aid Crew.”

Thank you for your

service, Sarah Garza!

sewn quiles as well as
deliciously baked and
well-decorated cakes.
She began her art
career in her mid-30s. She
took lessons from several
teachers and quickly
developed her skills as
a painter. She painted
numerous subjects
including portraits
of her daughters and
grandchildren. However,
she favored landscapes.
As a former volunteer
at the Vinton History
Museum, Richards
dedicated many hours
and made countless
donations and
contributions to the
museum. The museum
is fortunate to have two
of her landscapes, “Mill
Mountain Toll Gate
Bridge” and “The Old

“The 0ld Woodshed” by Ruth Richards

Woodshed,” on display.
These  paintings  drip
with saturation of warm,
bright colors. She delicately
balances the washes of
greens with rich teals and
hints of soft pinks and
purples. Richards™ ability
to capture golden sunshine
and dapples of broken light
appears effortless.

When she passed away at
age 97, Ruth Richards was
still painting. One of her

children, JoAnn Newman,
is a current volunteer with
the museum.

Visit the museum to see
these cheerful paintings and
other artifacts including
additional landscape
paintings, colorful quilts,

and floral decor and
dinnerware. Hours are
Monday, Wednesday,

Friday, and every first
Saturday from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF VINTON HISTORY MUSEUN
“Mill Mountain Toll Gate Bridge” painted by artist Ruth Richards is on display at
the Vinton History Museum.

» Teachers - all grades

« Teachers - all content areas
« Administrators

e School Counselors

APRIL 22, 2023

Salem Civic Center
Salem, Virginia
9am-12 noon

540-831-6399
Www.wvpec.org
office@wvpec.org

Job Fair is free
Registration link at wvpec.org
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Women,s CIUb from page 1

awareness about child abuse and how we can prevent
it, because prevention remains the best defense for
our children. Displaying pinwheels during the
month of April will serve as a positive reminder that
together we can prevent child abuse and neglect and

keep our children safe.”

The GFWC is celebrating 131 years of service
and volunteering in all 50 states and more than a
dozen countries, working locally to create changes
in the lives of others through volunteer service.

The clubs have earned a reputation as a powerful
force against domestic violence. In 2008, the GFWC
adopted as their signature project working to bring
hope to victims and survivors of domestic violence
and abuse. Each year over 4.1 million referrals are

made to child protection agencies involving 7.4

million children. A report of child abuse is reported
every 10 seconds. Neglect is the No. 1 form of
abuse. The goal of the GFWC is to “Step Up, Stand

Up, Speak Up, Report It.”

Submitted by GFWC Vinton Woman’s Club

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Members of the Vinton Woman’s Club, the Vinton Police Department, and town officials and staff planted
pinwheels at the Municipal Building to promote National Child Abuse Prevention Month. Pictured are (from
left): front row,vMayor Brad Grose, Ardy Kidd, Vicki Newburn with Ethan Dailey, Police Chief Fabricio Drumond,

Kathryn Sowers, Patti Feazell, Town Manager Pete Peters, Assistant Town Manager Cody Sexton, Finance Dept.
Treasurer Administrator Debra McKinney and Police Dept. Records Manager Ginny Rhodes; standing behind the

DemOIition from page 1

banner are Judy Banik, Town Council member Laurie Mullins, and Camilla Cabaniss.

Demolition begins at 103 East Lee Avenue in downtown Vinton, previously home to Edward Jones Investments hefore last summer’s devastating fire.

moved up by contractors to Monday,
April 3, and the town scurried to make
citizens and motorists aware of changes
in traffic patterns and detours.

And there were road closures galore
downtown with the demolition underway
and a previously scheduled utility
connection project for a new business
on South Pollard, but traffic moved
smoothly throughout the day due to the
efforts of town staff.

The 24-man crew from W.E.L.
Environmental Services began the
project on April 3 with demolition of 103
East Lee Avenue, the former location of
Edward Jones Investments on the ground
floor, run by financial advisor George
Lester, and a second-floor apartment.
Most of the morning was spent removing
brick, beams, windows, signage, and
other structural debris from the two
floors that was then discarded into a
dump truck to be hauled away.

It was a poignant scene with memories
of the fire last summer engulfing D.R.
Music and now another historic building
being removed from the landscape of
downtown Vinton.

Remnants from the apartment above
the Edward Jones office were still visible
from the street— including a man’s suit
jacket still hanging on a rack, a huge
Teddy bear, and a Christmas tree.

Three other properties will be
demolished, 107 East Lee (Rustic
Creations), 206 South Pollard (Faith’s
Hair Studio) and 208 South Pollard
(Anita’s Alterations). Up to seven
structures may be demolished in rtotal
after further evaluation of adjacent
properties during the demolition process.

The Edward Jones Investments, Faith’s
Hair Studio, and Anita’s Alterations
buildings were all constructed in 1920.

In a press release announcing the road
closures to the public, Town Manager
Pete Peters said, “Many of the buildings
share walls which can cause each
subsequent building to be structurally
affected when the previous is torn down.
The Town of Vinton is working with
local property owners to facilitate timely
and safe remediation of the area.”

The Town of Vinton does not own
the property, but is working with the
property owners, nearby businesses,
and private contractors to keep the
project on track and provide accurate
information about the process. Property
owners are currently exploring plans for
redevelopment of the lots.

The demolition is being conducted and
paid for by the owners of the properties
and their insurance companies, not the
town.

“The town has been working with
involved parties since day one of the fire
and we will continue to assist with this
process to make it as safe and speedy
as possible. Public safety is our utmost
priority,” said Peters. “We appreciate
everyone’s patience and optimism while
we get closer to rehabilitating this corner
of our downtown.”

Both lanes of the 100 block of East
Lee Avenue were closed on April 3
during the initial demolition process;

the westbound lane was to reopen on
April 4. Demolition is expected to last
four to six weeks to ensure thorough
removal of unsafe structures and debris,
although the Dogwood Festival and
Parade scheduled for April 28-29 are
being taken into consideration.

Businesses along E. Lee Avenue and in
the immediate area will remain open and
will be accessible while the demolition is
underway and free public parking will be
available at the Vinton Farmers Market
and Vinton Baptist Church.

“This event was tough for our
community, and I want to express how
sorry I am for D.R. Music, the other
affected businesses, and the residents,”
said Mayor Brad Grose. “I hope this is
an opportunity for Vinton to make the
most of a bad situation to build back and
make this corner of our downtown more
vibrant than ever.”

Some businesses directly affected by
the fire have relocated to permanent
addresses and are still in operation. D.R.
Music is now located at 128 N. Pollard
and Rustic Creations relocated to 116 S.
Poplar Street. The George Lester Edward
Jones Investments office is currently
located at 10 Walnut Avenue (behind
the fire station), with plans to eventually
return to their location on E. Lee Avenue.

Here is a recap of the timeline from
the day of the fire by Roanoke County
Fire and Rescue Chief Travis Griffith:

“At 1:54 a.m. on July 2, a call came into
the Roanoke County Communications
center stating that ‘there is a building
on fire with flames coming from the
windows.’

At 1:56 a.m. a Vinton police officer
arrived and reported heavy fire and smoke
coming from D.R. Music. Wagon 2 and
Medic 23 from the Vinton Station, along
with the Vinton Police Department,
arrived and made the decision to split the
crews to notify and evacuate residents
at 103 East Lee Avenue and 206 South
Pollard St.

At 2:01, the request was made to
Roanoke City for assistance, knowing
this was going to be a prolonged event
and would require numerous resources.

By 2:11 a.m., all occupants from the
nearby exposures were accounted for
and were safe. This was due in part to
the quick thinking and hard work of
initial arriving personnel—police and
fire crews. During this time, suppression
efforts were being made on the D.R.
Music building as well as trying to
prevent fire spread to the other exposures.

By 3:06 a.m. the decision was made
to pull all personnel out of the buildings
and to use ladder trucks to provide master
streams for fire suppression. Fourteen
minutes later there was a catastrophic
collapse in the D.R. Music location as
the 2nd floor collapsed onto the first
floor. Through coordinated efforts of
all personnel on scene, the fire was
determined to be knocked down at 5:54
a.m.

The effort involved six fire engines,
three ladder trucks, five ambulances,
numerous supervisors, and 50-60
personnel from Roanoke County

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

July 2, 2022 fire.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROANOKE COUNTY
Edward Jones Investments and D.R. Music on East Lee Avenue in Vinton prior to the

and Roanoke City, in addition to law
enforcement personnel, rescue squad
members, Public Works employees, town
and county staff, and local government

“Regional cooperation helped make
this a successful outcome with no injuries
to residents or firefighters,” Griffin noted.

Now the rebuilding process is set to

officials.
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F ROM THE PULPIT

Living Out “The Fruit of the Spirit'- Peace

Pastor Bryan Crouch
Lynn Haven Baptist Church

We have been studying
Galatians 5:22-25, “The
Fruit of the Spirit,” in
recent weeks at Lynn
Haven Baptist Church.
The “fruit” includes
love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness,
gentleness, faithfulness
and self-control.

Wouldn’t it be nice to
have absolute peace in our
lives? Did you realize that
the expectation of a true
believer in Jesus Christ
is the possession, benefit,
and use of all aspects of
“The Fruit of the Spirit,”
including peace.

Philippians 4:4-7
reminds us to rejoice in
the Lord always letting
our gentle spirit be
known to all people. We
are not to be anxious or
worried about anything,
but in everything [every

The \/iNton

circumstance and
situation] by prayer and
petition with thanksgiving,
continue to make our
[specific] requests
known to God. then...
the peace of God [that
peace which reassures the
heart] which transcends
all understanding, will be
ours to cherish!

The Bible is
of if-then
Meaning “if” we do
this/that “then” this will
happen. This rule applies
to both good and bad
things in our life. IF we
allow anxiety and worry to
control our thoughts, then
we are cheating ourselves
of the peace in our lives
that we long for so much.
Verses 8-9 tell us the secret
to our success. Again, if we
focus on the right things
in our lives then (v.9) the
God [who is the source] of
peace and well being will
be with you.
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Several William
Byrd High School
students placed in
the Western Virginia
Regional Science Fair
held on March 11 at
Roanoke College. Some
are students at both
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at the Western Virginia Regional Science Fair

WBHS and the Roanoke
Valley Governor’s School
(RVGS).

Yakob Griffin won first
place in Computational
Biology for his project
“«ProjectTitle». He is
a junior at Byrd and at
the Roanoke Valley
Governor’s School. He
also won the U.S. Air
Force Award.

Maggie Parkhurst
won first place in
Computational Biology for
her project “«ProjectTitle».
She is a senior at WBHS
and RVGS.

Jenny Nguyen and
Caitlin Bishop won second
place in Biomedical &
Behavioral Sciences for
their project “The Impact
of Diet and Exercise on

PHOTOS COURTESY RVGS

Yakob Griffin placed first in Computational Biology 3 Maggie Parkhurst placed first in Computational Biology

4 at the Western Virginia Regional Science Fair.

Brain Plasticity Through
Memory Games. They are
juniors at WBHS.

Wyatt Bowles won
third place in Biomedical
and Behavioral Sciences

for his project “The
Effect  of  Limiting
Speech  Reading on

Auditory Comprehension
and Retention. He is a
sophomore at William
Byrd. He also won a special
award presented by the
American Psychological
Association.

Eva Brown won third
place in  Chemistry
for her project “The
Effectiveness of Different
Sun Protection Factor
on Blocking Ultraviolet
Radiation.” She is a junior
at WBHS.

William Byrd students win Regional Science Fair awards

Blake Glover won third
place in Engineering and
Physics for his project
“A Sticky Situation: The
Effects of Pine Tar on
Travel Distance of a
Baseball.” He is a junior
at WBHS. He also won
the Yale Science and
Engineering Association
Award.

Meera Raichura
won second place in
Plant Sciences for her
project “The Effects of
Neodymium  Magnets
on Plant Growth and
Germination.” She is a
junior at William Byrd.

Mark Levy, director of
the RVGS, is the director
of the Regional Fair.

Vinton Wesleyan hosting Super
Saturday Easter Egg Hunt

Vinton Wesleyan
Church will host its Super
Saturday Easter Egg Hunt
on April 8 from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. for children ages
3-12.

The event includes not
only the Easter Egg Hunt,
but a Bible lesson, games,
food, and door prizes.

The church is located
at 246 Jefferson Avenue in
downtown Vinton.

Call 540-345-3385 for
more information.

Vinton Wesleyan also
invites the public to
the FEaster celebration
worship  service on

Sunday, April 9 at 10:30

a.m. Special music will be
provided by the children
and the adult choir will
present “Easter Praise.”
The Easter message will
be delivered by Pastor
Ricardo Rodriguez.

Submitted by Vinton
Wesleyan Church

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane,
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465.
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM,
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Wor-
ship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA
6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE,
Roanoke, VA 24013, 540-343-7502, Worship
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST -
7165 Cloverdale Rd., Roanoke, 24019; beside
the Botetourt Athletic Club. Leave message
992-4385. Sunday Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., Wor-
ship, 10:30 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study, 6 p.m.
Please come visit us in person or get to know
about us first by visiting our web page: daleridge-
churchofchrist.net. Updated each week with a
new sermon by Mike Mazzalongo, four minutes
of video showing our nearly six acres of land and
our beautiful, functional inside facilities, articles,
events, news from Christian sources around the
world and here locally plus much, much more.
See how many ways Dale Ridge is “Reaching
Out There” to the Roanoke Valley with the “Good
News of Jesus. By clicking on “visit us virtually”
real time access to our Worship services is avail-
able via your computer, a tablet or smartphone:
Just follow the instructions. We believe in the in-
spired Word of God which is as relevant today
as it was when it was written. We believe the
Holy Spirit is a gift to every Christian upon their
response to the Gospel as demonstrated by the
3000 obedient souls in (Acts 2:38). We believe
Jesus is the only author of our salvation. (Acts
4:12) Have you been looking for a church fam-
ily that is progressive, outside the box thinkers,
led by the Holy Spirit into all truth. (John 16:13).
You will know we are His disciples by our love
for one another. (John 13:35) Real time contact
thru our website via email.

CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister,
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday
Bible Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR

ECKANKAR, THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL
FREEDOM, is a simple teaching that focuses
on the Light and Sound of God to help people find
more love in their life. The Roanoke Eckankar
Center is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke,

NN

SICK WITH SIN
Read Psalms 37:1 through 38:22

Every one of the world’s billions of people will face injury and ill-
ness in life. No one can escape pain and suffering. When we hurt,
we usually seek help. We bandage wounds, take medication, visit a
physician—all in an effort to gain healing.

Why aren’t we as eager to cure sin? Why don’t we deal with it as
we do other ailments? God provided a solution for sin: repent,
confess, and forsake the sin. Yet we often ignore it or let it go until
it looms full-blown and potentially life-threatening (Psalm 38:5,6).

I confess my iniquity; I am troubled by my sin (Psalm 38:18).

The best time to address sin is when we first experience sin symp-
toms. It’s best to remove a sliver before it gets infected, even
though it may cause momentary discomfort. In the same way we
should dig out any scrap of embedded sin before it leads to some-

N
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thing worse.

treatment against sin.

Word?

Quicklook: Psalm 38:8-18

AN

Jesus is our Great Physician and the Bible our spiritual medicine
chest. Our Divine Doctor prescribes daily doses as preventative

Thought for Today: What remedy do you find today in God’s

If you would like to see
your church services
listed here in the Vinton
Messenger contact
Tucker Frye at
540-473-2741 or

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

VA 24016. A spiritual event is held on the 2nd Sunday of
each month at 10:30 a.m. Since contracting COVID-19
may still be possible, please take the health steps that are
best for you. Itis appreciated that by attending you are tak-
ing responsibility for your own health. Visit www.eck-va.
org, www.meetup.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences *
Group™* or call 540-353-5365 for other Eckankar programs
and for more information about how the teachings of Ecka-
nkar can lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2330 Hardy Road, Vinton (corner
of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 540-982-3694, www.
evangel4sg.com, Pastor Tim Wright. Worship Service Sun-
day, 10AM. Bible Study Wednesday 11AM-12PM.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 Har-
dy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. Da-
vis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Worship
11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.
NAZARENE

FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave.,
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-

ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.
PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842;
cmpc2verizon.net  Sunday school 9:45am, Worship
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session;
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir
7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s
Breakfast 8:00am. Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor
UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School
- 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.
WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson
Ave., Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all
ages, 10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Chil-
dren - Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30
PM.
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Vinton Mayor Brad Grose presents Fran and Cory Welch a plaque welcoming Pok-

E-Joe’s to Vinton.

graduate) and presented

them with a plaque, and

the traditional “InVinton”
ins.

Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Angie
Chewning said simply,
“Welcome to town, Pok-
E-Joe’s!”

The restaurant has been
doing soft opening events
for the past two weeks,
but now the restaurant is
open for good, every day
except Monday.

While they are most
well-known for their BBQ

chicken,

burgers,
and sides

collards,

(brisket, pulled pork and
ribs,
and sausage), they have
an incredible variety of
sandwiches,
wraps, flatbreads, salads,
(think mac
and cheese, fried okra,
sweet potato
fries, pinto and baked
beans, hush puppies, and
more). Speaking of fried,
they offer Deep Fried
Oreos, banana pudding,
and Texas Mud Pie. Plus,
there’s a Buckaroo menu

of staples for the kids.

They also feature a
variety of sauces with
their BBQ and wings:
Silverback, Mango
Habanero, Sweet and
Spicy, Buffalo, Alabama
White, Honey Chipotle,
Teriyaki, Texas Q, and
Virginia Gold.

Pok-E-Joe’s is located
downtown in Vinyard
Station at the corner
of Pollard Street and
Washington  Avenue.
The restaurant was
formerly occupied by Joe
Goodpies.

wings,

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Pictured left to right are Vinyard Station general contractor Greg Rhodes, Pok-E-
Joe’s owner Cory Welch, and Vinyard Station developer Dale Wilkinson.

Original ~ Vinyard Lynchburg). Welch got in-law Tim Bowers is an
Station developer his start in the BBQ investor.
Dale Wilkinson and business with a food The restaurant
contractor Greg Rhodes truck and has kept will have around 40

were on hand for the

moving upward from

employees. They plan to

opening. Little has there, purchasing the offer catering and take-
changed inside the Boonsboro restaurant in out.
restaurant from the 2019. Pok-E-Joe’s  hours
previous business, except Welch  says  the of operation will be
for the addition of a restaurant is all about Tuesday through
gigantic smoker for the family. His wife, Thursday from 11 a.m.
meats. Fran, is in charge of to 10 p.m., Fridays and
This is the second Human Resources. Saturdays from 11 a.m. to
Pok-E-Joe’s location; an  Their daughter Kaitlyn midnight, and Sundays

award-winning one has is
been open for several
years in Boonsboro (near

assistant
Brad Ward is kitchen
manager. Welch’s father-

from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
The restaurant will be
closed on Mondays.

manager;

Town Council reviews revenues,
expenditures, CIP projects at Retreat

Debbie Adams

dadams@ourvalley.com

Vinton Town Council held its
annual retreat on March 24 at the
Roanoke Higher Education Center. All
council members attended including
Mayor Brad Grose, Vice Mayor Mike
Stovall, and Council members Sabrina
McCarty, Laurie Mullins, and Keith
Liles. Town Manager Pete Peters
emceed the all-day event.

Retreats are considered to be
a powerful tool for helping local
government focus on the town’s core
values, mission, vision, and strategies
to help decision-making on a daily
basis. They allow elected officials and
staff members to leave behind the day-
to-day routine and focus on the big
picture.

In addition to Town Council
members, the town’s leadership team
also participated in the retreat, making
presentations on current, recently
completed, and upcoming projects in
their individual departments.

The retreat was facilitated by
Charles Hartgrove, Director of the
Virginia Institute of Government at
the University of Virginia’s Weldon
Cooper Center for Public Service.

During the afternoon session,
Assistant Town Manager/Treasurer
Cody Sexton and Finance Director
Andrew Keen reviewed year-to-date
(YTD) revenue and expenditures and
the draft budget overview and timeline
for the FY2024 budget. Peters presented
the Capital Improvement Project list
— for completed, upcoming, and
potential projects.

Sexton said it is fortunate that
Vinton’s budget is based on a diverse
revenue stream. In FY23, 14% of the
budget was projected to be funded by
the meals tax, 10% by the state sales tax,
12% by VDOT Highway Maintenance
funding, 9% by pari-mutuel taxes,
with only 4% from real estate taxes
and 5% from personal property taxes.
Other revenue sources include the
cigarette tax, communications sales
and use tax, business license taxes,
bank stock taxes, non-categorical aid,
and a few more.

For FY23, meals taxes are projected
to exceed the projected budget
substantially by $129,000; sales tax by
$299,000; and pari-mutuel taxes by
$263,000.

YTD expenditures in FY23 currently
total $7 million, rather than the $11.3
million anticipated— that’s 62% of
the budget, when 75% was expected.

The town manager’s recommended
budget for FY24 will be presented to
the Finance Committee on April 10
and to Town Council on May 2, with
a public hearing scheduled for May 16.

In FY24, the pari-mutuel tax
revenues may be affected by the
opening of the Rose Gaming Resort
in Dumfries and the Rosie’s Gaming
Emporium in Emporia, bringing
1,800 more HHR machines across the
state. Pari-mutuel tax is collected on
activity across a multi-jurisdictional
pool rather than at a singular location.

So, more HHR machines elsewhere in
the state means more tax money for
Vinton.

Factors that may positively impact
the meals tax in Vinton are the
opening of Pok-E-Joe’s, the Pollard 107
Restaurant, and Starbucks, and the
expansion of the Dogwood restaurant
into neighboring property.

As for the personnel budget, VRS
rates remain unchanged for the
upcoming fiscal year. Health insurance
costs have remained unchanged.
Initial planning indicates a possible
5% COLA for all employees for the
second consecutive year.

Sixty-nine percent of the personnel
budget goes to salaries; the remainder
to benefits. The Public Works and
Police Departments have the most
employees, and thus, the highest
budgets.

The Finance Department plans
to maximize interest earnings
on investment dollars by regularly
shopping bank rates and products.

During the Capital Improvement
discussion segment of the retreat,
CIP projects were discussed. Projects
completed in FY23 include traffic
signal replacement (on Niagara,
Vinyard, and Bypass), traffic signal
synchronization, purchase of a wood
chipper, excavator, and mini-excavator
with a trailer, repairs to Garthright
Bridge, much-needed AV equipment
replacement at the Vinton War
Memorial, purchase of new Christmas
décor, replacement of fuel pump
software, purchase of a Public Works
generator, the Glade Creek Greenway
Phase 2B match, sidewalk repairs at
the history museum, the $1.1 million
paving program, and purchase of an
enclosed firearms qualification trailer.
Total costs were $2.4 million.

Remaining projects for FY23
include completion of the anxiously
awaited Walnut Avenue/downtown
parking lot, private stormwater
replacement, pool closure, sidewalk
construction on Cleveland Avenue,
targeted redevelopment  projects
involving flood prone and blighted
properties, the hotel development
study and site plan, the Gish Mill
development incentive, South Pollard
development incentives, downtown
development incentives, The HIVE
rehabilitation, along with Cleveland
Avenue and Walnut Avenue paving.
These projects total $2.2 million.

Potential CIP projects in FY24
include Mountain View Road
construction (with $1.1 million now on
hand), community park development
Phase 1, replacing a trash truck,
two dump trucks (with snowplows),
and the streetsweeper, traffic signal
replacements on Washington, Pollard,
and Lee, adding Wolf Creek and Glade
Creek Greenway restrooms, gateway
signage, and a few others.

There was also discussion of CIP
funding through ARPA funds, the
Utility Funds, and/or Utility System
proceeds. Council and staff will be
considering the options as budget talks
proceed this spring.

RECIPES OF THE WEEK

Splurge on some eggs for Easter

This past week a leading egg producer
in the United States announced that
with the recent increase in egg prices (up
some 300% in parts of the country over
last year) their profits have increased by
718%.

So, if you want to splurge on Easter
dinner in 2023, here are some egg
dishes to put on the table.

Basic Deviled Eggs

1 dozen hard-boiled eggs

1/3 cup mayonnaise

1 Tbsp. yellow mustard

2 tsp. pickle relish

1 tsp. white vinegar

1 tsp. pickle juice

Salt and pepper to taste

Paprika to sprinkle on top

Hard boil the eggs, then peel. Slice
eggs in half lengthwise. Gently squeeze
the yolks into a bowl and mash with

PHOTO BY UNSPLASH

a fork. Add mayo and mustard. Stir
together. Add pickles, vinegar, and
pickle juice. Stir together. Add salt and
pepper to taste. Scoop mixture into egg
white halves. Sprinkle paprika on top.

Basic Egg Salad

1 dozen hard boiled eggs, peeled

Y2 cup mayonnaise

1-2 Tbsp. yellow or Dijon mustard

1 tsp. Worcestershire

1 tsp. white vinegar

Optional: 1/4 cup finely chopped
celery, and/or 2 Tbsp. minced onion,
and/or 1/4 cup pickle relish

Salt and pepper to taste

Chop or squish boiled eggs (you can
squeeze them through a cooking rack).
Add the mayo, mustard, Worcestershire,
vinegar, salt, and pepper. Stir gently.
Serve a scoop on a lettuce leaf or on
crackers or make a sandwich.
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Starter plants are now availahle at the Vinton Farmers’ The Vinton Farmers’ Market reopened on April 1 with
a special treat- a visit from Deb’s Lemonade.

Market.

Vinton Farmers’ Market opens for the season

The Vinton Farmerss Market
officially opened for the 2023
season on Saturday, April 1, with
hours from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Despite
the blustery weather, several vendors
set up under the market canopy,
selling soaps, lotions, starter plants,
microgreens, art, and flowers.

As a special treat, Deb’s Frozen
Lemonade was onsite and plans to
return.

Caroline Loveland, Vinton’s
Community Programs Coordinator,
is in charge of Farmers’ Market

operations this season.

Rueda Plants and Produce will
return with bedding plants and
produce in mid-April on Saturdays
and selected weekdays— dates to be
announced.

The town plans to add handsewn
crafts, woodworking, dried flowers,
paper craft, pet beds, breads, and
other vendors as the weather warms
up.
Loveland says the Roanoke
County Library will be at the
Vinton Farmers’ Market on several

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Fridays this spring and summer
from 2 to 4 p.m.— June 2, June
9, July 7, July 21, August 4, and
August 18.

Additionally, the library is going
to host a special story time and
corresponding kids’ craft at 9 a.m.
on May 27, July 8, and September
2.

The Fame Allstars will be
performing on July 29.

Vendors may sign up for a
spot by contacting Loveland at
CLOVELAND@vintonva.gov.

www.ourvalley.org

William Byrd clarinetist performs
at All District Symphonic Band

PHOTO COURTESY OF DENISE ASPELL
William Byrd Middle School student Sophie Hoagland
performed with the All District Symphonic Band this
year.

concert after one and a
half days of rehearsal at
Blacksburg High School.

The William Byrd
Middle School Band
is proud to recognize

Sophie Hoagland  for “Sophie is a very
making the District VI talented clarinetist,
Symphonic Band this plays alto saxophone

school year. According to
WBMS Director of Bands

in jazz band, as well as
performs locally in theater

Denise Aspell, “This is
the highest-level ensemble
possible!”

The All District band
performed an  entire

productions,” Aspell said.
“Congratulations!”

Submitted by Denise
Aspell, WBMS Director of
Bands

Vinton Town Council maintains current real estate, personal property tax rates

Debbie Adams

dadams@ourvalley.com

Vinton Town Council members voted to maintain
real estate and personal property tax rates at their
current level for calendar year 2023 at their meeting on
April 4. That’s after public hearings were held on each.

The public hearings were advertised by the town
beforehand to seek public input. A Notice of Public
Hearing is required by state code when the annual real
estate assessment minus new construction results in an
increase of 1% or more.

Assistant Town Manager/Treasurer Cody Sexton
reported to council that total real estate assessments
increased by approximately 11.77% for calendar year
2023—a net increase of $62.8 million. That will in
turn increase the tax levy in Vinton by $47,668.

The current rate is 7 cents per $100 of assessed value.
Real estate taxes are collected semi-annually on June 5
and December 5 in the town.

Personal property and machinery and tools tax rates
for calendar year 2023 remain set at $1 per $100 of
assessed value. There is a discount for vehicles regularly
used by disabled veterans (50 cents per $100 of assessed
value). Personal property taxes are collected by May 31
on an annual basis.

Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce Executive
Director Angie Chewning and Vinton Community
Programs Director Chasity Barbour updated council
on activities of the Chamber and upcoming events.
The Chamber now has 260 members and sponsors 16
major events throughout the year. It joins the town for
many smaller events such as Pizza with the Police. It
also sponsors Lunch and Learn sessions. The Chamber
will be hosting the annual State of the Town Address
on April 6.

Chewning noted that the biennial Vinton Magazine
will be coming out in the July issue of the Roanoker
Magazine. The Chamber is also working on an updated
print version of “Eat in Vinton” which lists menus for
all Vinton restaurants who submit their information.

Chewningand Barbour talked about their partnership
with RVTV in creating the “All Things Vinton” video
series (available on the RVTV YouTube channel, as
well as social media pages for RVTV and the Town of
Vinton). These videos have become extremely popular
and showcase local businesses.

Chewning also continues with Vinton Chatter on

Fox Radio 910 on the first and third Wednesday each
month, promoting events and businesses in the town.

“You do a great job promoting Vinton,” said Mayor
Brad Grose. “The Town of Vinton and the Chamber
have a great partnership. We work closer than in most
communities.”

Vinton First Aid Crew Chief Chris Sayre reported
on the January and February actions of the crew.
The volunteers serve from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. Monday
through Friday and 24 hours a day on Saturday and
Sunday.

The crew responded to 139 volunteer calls in the
first two months of the year. During that time period,
there were 22 Second Emergency Calls (dispatched
calls while they were already out on call). Last Sunday,
Sayre noted that they had three calls dispatched while
they were already out on a call. The volunteers handled
133 calls, the career staff, 70 calls. Ninety patients
were transported to the hospital in those two months.

Sayre spoke of the unexpected loss of one of their
lifetime crew members, Greg Meinel, in February due
to illness.

The crew has gained five new members since
the beginning of the year; currently it has about 40
members. Several members are enrolled in EMT
classes around the area.

The crew’s grant has been approved to replace its
primary ambulance; the crew has been using a reserve
ambulance from Roanoke County.

Anyone interested in joining the Vinton First Aid
Crew and experiencing the rewards of giving back
to the community should visit the website at heeps:/
vintonems.org/. Members must be 16 years of age to
join but no previous training is necessary; they must
be willing to work a minimum of 24 hours a month,
on dates they choose for themselves.

Council issued two proclamations declaring April
as National Child Abuse Prevention Month and April
9-15 as National Public Safety Telecommunicators
Week.

Members of the GFWC Woman’s Club of Vinton
attended the meeting to accept their proclamation and
thanked the town and the Vinton Police Dept. for
partnering with them each April to plant a pinwheel
garden at the Municipal Building to increase awareness
of child abuse and steps towards its prevention.
Members attending were President Judy Banik,
Camilla Cabaniss, Ardy Kidd, and Kathryn Sowers.

Sowers noted that April 5 is World Autism Awareness
Day and encouraged everyone to wear blue that day in
support.

In other action, council adopted a resolution
appropriating funds in the amount of $285,000 for
the Woodland Place Stream Bank Restoration project.
This is a 50/50 match with the DEQ that will
allow removal of pollutants to meet DEQ stormwater
requirements. Council authorized the funds in August
2022. Shenandoah StreamWorks LLC is the contractor
for the project.

Council adopted a resolution approving the 2023-
2024 operating budget of the Roanoke Valley Regional
Authority in the amount of $15,913,793. The budget
must be approved by all governing bodies involved,
including Roanoke County, the cities of Roanoke and
Salem, and the Town of Vinton.

Retiring RVRA CEO Dan Miles announced that
there would be no increase in tipping fees for the town.

Council adopted a resolution setting the allocation
percentage for Personal Property Tax Relief for 2023 at
$35.95 on the first $20,000 in valuation of a vehicle.
The rate was set using a state model in calculating the
reimbursement rate.

Council awarded a construction bid and authorized
a contract with Holt, Inc., in the amount of $479,039
for construction of the Glade Creek Greenway Phase
2B. This stretch of the greenway will connect Gearhart
Park to Walnut Avenue.

A resolution was also adopted awarding a
construction bid and contract to F&B Contractors,
Ltd., in the amount of $716,973 for construction of
the Walnut Avenue Bike/Pedestrian Accommodations
Project from 1st Street to West Lee Avenue.

Both these projects involve grant funding so that
the total cost is not borne by the town, but include
matching or in-kind funding, and for one project,
donations from Pathfinders for Greenways.

Town Manager Pete Peters announced that the bus
shelter has been completed at Lake Drive Plaza. He
thanked the Vinton Breakfast Lions Club members for
their contributions to the project. Vinton now has four
bus shelters.

He encouraged citizens to visit the town’s website
at www.vintonva.gov or social media pages to sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter “All Things Vinton,”
which updates the community on events, government
actions, and includes a “wealth” of other information.

Ridge Parkway abound.

sary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of a
few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environment of a comfortable
lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its proximity
to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities for those who
wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty shops.

If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year from
the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers its own unique atmos-
phere. When you are away from home it's always nice to feel as if you never left.

The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, and
regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and Blue

Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of belong-
ing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are neces-

Celebrating The Town of |

Are you turning
65? Or new to
Medicare?

Call your local
licensed
Humana sales
agent.
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WHITNEY HOSEY
540-355-0894
(TTY:711)
Monday-Friday

9a.m-5p.m.
Whosey@humana.com

ADVERTISE!

Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485
or email tfrye@ourvalley.org
to advertise in this space.
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American Cancer Society honors Suzanne Bell with Spirit of Relay Award

Longtime Vinton resident Suzanne Bell has received
the 2022 American Cancer Society (ACS) Relay For
Life Pat Flynn Spirit of Relay Award for the Southeast
Region, an honor in recognition of an individual that
embodies the same spirit of Relay that the “Mother
of Relay” — Pat Flynn — inspired in Relay participants
around the world.

When asked why Suzanne was nominated, Erika
Newberry, of the local American Cancer Society staff,
said, “Suzanne truly embodies the Spirit of Relay —
her commitment to the American Cancer Society, no
matter the many, many changes she saw over the years
— is unlike any other. I knew that we needed to honor
her dedication and nominated her for the award.”

Event Lead BJ Hutchison shared the following,
“While walking the track at the 2021 Relay For Life
of Virginia’s Blue Ridge, we came across a beautiful
timeline of photos at one of the team campsites.
We asked the team captain, Suzanne Bell, about the
photos and she shared that they spanned the 30 years
of Relay For Life in the various communities across
Virginia’s Blue Ridge and that she had been involved
since the very first Relay in Roanoke.”

Against Cancer at the time. Founded by Dr. Gordy
Klatt in Tacoma, Wash., in 1985, Relay For Life
events around the world have raised nearly $6.8
billion to help ACS end cancer for everyone. Money
raised helps ACS fund and conduct breakthrough
research and give cancer patients and their families
the resources they need.

Relay For Life of Virginia’s Blue Ridge will be
held on May 20, from 2 to 9:30 p.m., at the Salem
Civic Center. To learn more about Relay For Life,
how to start a team, or sponsor the event, visit www.
relayforlife.org/vablueridge.

A special note from Suzanne:

“You may have experienced Relay for Life before,
but it’s been a little while. Relay may look a little
different than when you last participated, but the need
to fight back against cancer does not. I'm inviting you
to be my ‘plus one’ and ask that you register on my
team, the Flower Children, by visiting RelayForLife.
org/vablueridge. Together we can make a tremendous
impact in the fight against cancer and support the
American Cancer Society’s mission to end cancer —
every cancer for everyone.”

Suzanne Bell FILE PHOTO

Relay For Life was known as Making Strides

Submitted by the American Cancer Society
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June Eanes is shown at the Vinton History Museum with an exhibit of the Eanes

Family Sports Legacy.

In Remembrance of June Eanes

Debbie Adams

dadams@ourvalley.com

June McGee Eanes,
90, passed  away
peacefully in Naples,
Fla., on March 27, 2023.
A strong matriarch
to a large family who
was born and raised
in Vinton, “Meemaw”
(as she was known to
most) was a volunteer
at the Vinton History
Museum and co-wrote
a book about the town
she loved so much.

Eanes graduated
from UVA, loved
rooting for her alma
mater’s basketball and
football teams, and
enjoyed painting.

She was a teacher at
Roanoke Catholic High
School for 20 years and
then spent part of her
retirement working the
front desk at the Floyd
Ward School of Dance
as she loved shaping the
minds and futures of
children.

Back in 2012, June
wrote an article for
The Vinton Messenger
about her life in Vinton
and her family legacy:

“What a joy it was
to grow up in Vinton!
If only our children
and friends could know
the comfort and peace
we felt as we grew to
know and love our
hometown. Vinton
was a special place—
neighbors were special
friends who looked over
us and protected us
as we played in each
other’s back yards.

“My father was a
councilman in the
Town of Vinton for
26 years and served as
mayor and vice-mayor.
I didn’t know what
that meant as a child. I
thought everyone’s dad
would serve as mayor at
some time. My father

used to tell me—‘Never
say anything about
someone who lives in
Vinton because we were
all kin to each other’
This was true.

“My husband, Duck
Eanes, and I began
dating in high school.
There were no TVs
or computer games.
Boys made their own
entertainment. One
thing young boys seemed
to enjoy was throwing
rocks at the streetlights
and knocking them out.
Duck and a friend of his
were out one night doing
just that— trying to
knock out streetlights.
The police drove by,
saw them, and picked
them up. They were
driven home and given
a summons to court.
At that time, with the
form of government
Vinton had, the mayor
served as judge in small
court cases. Mrs. Eanes
dressed Duck in his
‘Sunday best’ coat and
tie and went to Vinton’s
court. Sure enough,
there sat my father—
Judge Ross McGee! It so
happened that weekend
was the Saturday of our
first date. A small fine
was paid that night,
but Duck had to face
my father again when
he came to the house
to get me for our date.
You talk about being
scared— Duck was an
absolute wreck! It was
much worse than court.
I don’t know if my dad
recognized Duck or
not, but he never said
a word to me or Duck
about the streetlights.
He always loved Duck
as his own son. It did
teach a lesson though as
Duck never threw rocks
at streetlights again.

“I never thought much
about being the ‘Mayor’s
daughter— it was just

what my dad did, and he
enjoyed it very much. I
look back now and know
it was a good time and
one I'm proud to have
known and been a part
of Vinton’s growth.”

June  Eanes  was
a star athlete. Her
sport was basketball.

She played center and
forward at William
Byrd High School and
served as captain of the
team. She went on to
play basketball for the
Independent  League
and on the Moosettes
traveling softball team—
the youngest on the
team and mothered by
her teammates.

June and Duck were
both were good athletes
before they started
dating, and a shared
interest in sports might
have been a factor in
their romance. They
would pitch  softball
in the alley between
the shop building and
the main building at
WBHS. Their first date
was after a track meet
in Charlottesville when
Duck threw shot put.
They started dating at
the end of the school
year in 1948 and dated
for three years before
they married. They had
five children— Bunkie,
Chuck, twins Margaret
and Teresa, and Rose.

June was preceded
in death by her father,
William Ross McGee;
mother, Claire Mozingo
McGee; husband, Bobby
“Duck” Eanes; and
son, William “Bunkie”
Eanes. She leaves
behind loving daughters
Margaret Leffell (Jeff),

Teresa Atkins (Dean),
and Rose Ketner
(Denny); son Charles

Eanes (Linda), daughter-
in-law Diana Eanes,
nine grandchildren, and
15 great-grandchildren.

VintonMessenger.com

—PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS —

By Angie Chewning

Today (April 3) has
been a roller coaster
of emotions, and I am
sure [ am not the only
one.

Today the landscape
of our downtown will
forever be changed
again!

A while back as the
beginning of the end
of an era caughe fire,
many of us stood and
cried as we watched in
shock.

Today, some not
only relive that day
but say goodbye to
several other landmark

buildings.

Today our “New”
begins.

Today we look
forward to that “New”
with  wonder and

excitement. Today our
Town rallies AGAIN.
Today we are Vinton
STRONG!

On another note—
Two Terriers go to the
Beach. Not the start

of a good joke on April
Fool’s Day. It’s true! Two
of my classmates from
the William Byrd High

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANGIE CHEWNING
Jim Moore and Chris Teague

School Class of ’85 got
married. Congratulations
to Jim Moore and Chris
Teague!

wraps up on April 3.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS

The view across Lee Avenue from the Dogwood Restaurant as Day 1 of demolition

PHOTO COURTESY OF VINTON HISTORY MUSEUM ARCHIVES
Duck and June Eanes began dating as students at William Byrd High School.



PAGE 8 - THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2023 - THE VINTON MESSENGER

www.ourvalley.org

Positions Wanted

Quality Inn
Hiring  Full/Part  Time
Housekeeping and Front
Desk. Apply in Person.
Ph-540-639-3000

Legals - Botetourt

County

TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF 164 KELSEY
WAY, FINCASTLE,
VA 24090. In execution

of a certain Deed of Trust
dated July 30, 2018, in the
original principal amount of
$140,900.00 recorded in the
Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court
for Botetourt County,
Virginia as Instrument No.
180002806. The
undersigned Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction in the front of
the Circuit Court building for
Botetourt County, Main
Street, Fincastle, VA 24090
on June 2, 2023, at 11:30
AM, the property described
in said Deed of Trust,
located at the above
address, and more
particularly described as
follows: ALL THAT LOT
AND PREMISES LOCATED
IN BOTETOURT COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, AND
DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS: BEGINNING
AT A FENCE POST ON
MELODY LANE; THENCE
WITH MELODY LANE
SOUTH 82 DEGREES 06°
00" EAST 93.08 FEET TO
A PIPE FOUND; THENCE
WITH MELODY LANE
ALONG A CURVE TO THE
RIGHT 189.74 FEET THE
CHORD OF WHICH IS
SOUTH 72 DEGREES 28"
30" EAST 188.85 FEET TO
A POINT; THENCE
CONTINUING WITH
MELODY LANE SOUTH 62
DEGREES 51 00" EAST
65.00 FEET TO AN IRON
PIN FOUND; THENCE
LEAVING MELODY LANE
SOUTH 27 DEGREES 09
00" WEST 280.92 FEET TO
AN IRON PIN FOUND;
THENCE NORTH 65
DEGREES 16" 06" WEST
321.63 FEET TO AN IRON
PIN FOUND; THENCE
SOUTH 64 DEGREES 55;
20" WEST 634.00 FEET TO
AN IRON PIN-FOUND;
THENCE NORTH 18
DEGREES 00 25" EAST
356.00 FEET TO AN IRON
PIN FOUND; THENCE
NORTH 81 DEGREES 09"
00" EAST 248.08 FEET TO
A POINT; THENCE NORTH
70 DEGREES 58" 00"
EAST 327.17 FEET TO
THE POINT OF
BEGINNING CONTAINING
5.00 ACRES, MORE OR
LESS, AS SHOWN AS
"PARCEL 1", ON PLAT OF
SURVEY DATED
NOVEMBER 23, 1993, BY
RONALD R. CLARK, L.S.,
A TRUE COPY OF WHICH
IS RECORDED IN THE
CLERK'S OFFICE OF THE
CIRCUIT COURT OF
BOTETOURT COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, IN DEED BOOK
449, PAGE 72. TOGETHER
WITH A PERPETUAL
RIGHT OF WAY AND
EASEMENT OVER THE 50
FT. PRIVATE ROAD AND
MELODY LANE FOR THE
PURPOSE OF INGRESS
AND EGRESS FROM THE
LAND HEREIN
CONVEYED TO STATE
SECONDARY ROUTES
NO. 630 AND NO. 638.
LESS AND EXCEPTING
THAT PARCEL
CONTAINING 2.539
ACRES, CONVEYED TO
ROBERT D. DYE AND
DEIDRE E. MEADOR, BY
DEED DATED DECEMBER
15, 2017 AND RECORDED
DECEMBER 18, 2017, IN
AFORESAID CLERK'S
OFFICE AS INSTRUMENT
NO. 170004879 AND AS
SHOWN ON PLAT OF
SURVEY OF RECORD IN
THE AFORESAID
CLERK'S OFFICE IN PLAT
BOOK 61, PAGE 121.
TERMS OF SALE: ALL
CASH. A bidder’s deposit of
ten percent (10%) of the
sale price or ten percent
(10%) of the original
principal balance of the
subject Deed of Trust,
whichever is lower, in the
form of cash or certified
funds payable to the
Substitute Trustee must be
present at the time of the
sale. The balance of the
purchase price will be due
within fifteen (15) days of
sale, otherwise Purchaser's
deposit may be forfeited to
Trustee. Time is of the
essence. If the sale is set
aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall
be entitled to a return of the
deposit paid. The Purchaser
may, if provided by the
terms of the Trustee’s
Memorandum of
Foreclosure Sale, be
entitled to a $50
cancellation fee from the
Substitute Trustee, but shall
have no further recourse
against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney. A
form copy of the Trustee’s
memorandum of foreclosure

Legals - Botetourt

County

sale and contract to
purchase real property is
available for viewing at
www.bwwsales.com.
Additional terms, if any, to
be announced at the sale
and the Purchaser may be
given the option to execute
the contract of sale
electronically. This is a
communication from a debt
collector and any
information obtained will be
used for that purpose. The
sale is subject to seller
confirmation. Substitute
Trustee: Equity Trustees,
LLC, 8100 Three Chopt
Road, Suite 240, Richmond,
VA 23229. For more
information contact: BWW
Law Group, LLC, attorneys
for Equity Trustees, LLC,
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite
101, Rockville, MD 20852,
301-961-6555, website:
www.bwwsales.com. VA-
358737-2.

INVITATION TO BID

Mountain Castles
Soil and Water
Conservation

District (mcswcb) is
accepting bids for the
mowing and routine
maintenance of four flood
control dams located in
Craig County, VA, until
Friday, May 5, 2023, at 5
pm. All four dams are
located in the upper Johns
Creek valley. The
Maintenance Contract for
these dams include mowing
(once in the spring and
once in the fall), woody
debris removal, liming and
seeding of the dam
embankment (as needed),
groundhog hole repairs, and
trash/debris removal from
the trash rack on the dam
risers (also includes
replacement of trash rack if
it's damaged). The
successful bidder will enter
into a contract with a base
term of three years (2023,
2024, 2025) and will include
a performance-based
contract extension clause
for two additional years
(2026 and 2027). To receive
the complete Bid
information Packet,
contact Daniel Naff at (540)
580-8373 or
daniel.naff@mountaincastle
s.org
ALL BIDDERS MUST
SUBMIT CURRENT
CERTIFICATION OF
LIABILTY AND WORKERS
COMPENSATION
INSURANCE FOR A BID
TO BE CONSIDERED.
MCSWCD reserves the
right to accept or reject any
or all bids received.
MCSWCD is an Equal
Opportunity Provider and
Employer.

VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF BOTETOURT
COUNTY
IN RE: ESTATE OF
NEWSOM E. VIA, JR.,
DECEASED
NOTICE
Having been requested to
do so by Mark W. Dellinger,
attorney for the executrix of
the estate of Newsom E.
Via, Jr., Deceased, and in
accordance with Section
64.2-550 of the 1950 Code
of Virginia, as amended, all
creditors of Newsom E. Via,
Jr., and all persons in any
way interested in his estate
are hereby notified that |
have fixed the 3rd day of
May, 2023 at 10 o'clock
a.m., at my office at 13
South Roanoke Street,
Fincastle, Virginia as the
time and place for
determining an account of
the debts and demands
against said Newsom E.
Via, Jr. or his estate, the
priorities among them, and
the names of the persons to
whom they are due. All
creditors of Newsom E. Via,
Jr., deceased, and persons
interested in his estate
should appear at the time
and place named, or any
other time or place to which
the proceedings may be
adjourned, and protect their
interest. Given under my
hand this the 29th day of
March, 2023.
Malcolm McL. Doubles
Commissioner of Accounts

TRUSTEE’'S SALE
OF
4260 Read
Mountain Rd.,
Cloverdale, VA

24077
Tax Map No. 107(4)30
In execution of a Deed of
Trust dated October 3,
2007, recorded in the
Clerk’s Office of the Circuit
Court for the County of
Botetourt, Virginia, as
Instrument No. 070005965,
the Substitute Trustee will
offer the above-described
property for sale to the
highest bidder at public
auction on the date and
time referenced below.
All that certain tract or
parcel of land being 1.007

Legals - Botetourt

County

acres, more or less, as
shown on a plat of survey
prepared by McMurry
Surveyors, Inc., dated
March 12, 2003, a copy of
which is recorded in the
Clerk’s Office of the Circuit
Court for the County of
Botetourt,Virginia, in Plat
Book 28, page 58. Date of
Sale: April 19, 2023 at 9:00
a.m. Location: outside the
Botetourt County Circuit
Court, Courthouse, Main
Street, Fincastle, VA 24090.
Terms: CASH; a deposit in
the form of certified funds in
the amount of $10,000 or
10% of the sale price,
whichever is lower.
Settlement within thirty (30)
days of date of sale.
Time is of the essence.
OPTIONS:

1. All costs of conveyance,
examination of title,
recording charges, etc. will
be at cost of purchaser with
the exception of the
grantor’s tax. Neither the
Substitute Trustee nor
any other party guarantees
or covenants to deliver or in
any way to obtain
possession of the premises
for any third party
purchaser.

2. The Substitute Trustee
reserves the right to reject
all bids, extend the time to
receive bids or withdraw the
property from sale at any
time. In addition, should the
Substitute Trustee be
unable, for any reason, in its
sole discretion, to convey
title, the successful bidder’'s
sole remedy in law or equity
shall be the return of his
deposit. Upon refund of
the deposit, the sale shall
be void and of no effect.
Additional terms may be
announced at the time of
the sale. The Substitute
Trustee will convey the
above-described property to
the purchaser(s) by Special
Warranty deed at
settlement and makes no
additional representations
or warranties of any kind
regarding the title to said
property.

John K. Prillaman, Esq.
Substitute Trustee
For Information Contact:
John K. Prillaman, Esq.
OPN LAW
3140 Chaparral Drive
Roanoke, Virginia 24018
(540) 725-8194

Legals - City of

Salem

Notice
is hereby given to all
interested persons that the
City of Salem
Planning Commission, at its
regular meeting on April 12,
2023, at 7:00 p.m.,
in the Council Chambers of
City Hall, 114 N. Broad
Street, in the City of
Salem, Virginia, will hold a
public hearing, pursuant to
Sections 15.2-2204
and 15.2-2285 of the Code
of Virginia, as amended, to
consider approval of
the following requests
relative to the CODE OF
THE CITY OF SALEM,
VIRGINIA:
1. Consider the request of
OVB Investments LLC,
property owner,
to designate the Old Virginia
Brick sign located at 2500
West
Main Street, Tax Map #
175-2-3, as a landmark
sign.
2. Consider the requests of
Patane, LLP and Walter S.
Kearns, Jr.
and Laurel P. Kearns,
property owners, for
rezoning the
properties located at 1640
Roanoke Boulevard (Tax
Map # 222-2-6) and 1630
Roanoke Boulevard (Tax
Map # 222-2-5) from RB
Residential Business
District to LM Light
Manufacturing District.
Copies of the proposed
plans, ordinances or
amendments may be
examined in the Office of
Community Development,
21 South Bruffey Street,
Salem, Virginia.
At said hearing, parties in
interest and citizens shall
have an opportunity to
be heard relative to the said
requests.

THE PLANNING
COMMISSION

OF THE CITY OF SALEM,
VIRGINIA

BY:

James E. Taliaferro, Il
Executive Secretary

Notice
is hereby given to all
interested persons that the
Council of the City
of Salem, at its regular
meeting on Monday, April
24,2023, at 6:30 p.m., in
the Council Chambers of
City Hall, 114 N. Broad
Street, in the City of Salem,
Virginia, will hold a public
hearing, pursuant to
Sections 15.2-2204 and
15.2-2285 of the Code of
Virginia, as amended, to

Legals - City of

Salem

consider approval of the
following requests relative
to the CODE OF THE CITY
OF SALEM, VIRGINIA:

1. Consider the requests of
Patane, LLP and Walter S.
Kearns, Jr. and Laurel P.
Kearns, property owners,
for rezoning the

properties located at 1640
Roanoke Boulevard (Tax
Map # 222-2-6) and 1630
Roanoke Boulevard (Tax
Map # 222-2- 5) from RB
Residential Business
District to LM Light
Manufacturing District.

Copies of the proposed
plans, ordinances or
amendments may be
examined

in the Office of Community
Development, 21 South
Bruffey Street, Salem,
Virginia.

At said hearing, parties in
interest and citizens shall
have an opportunity to

be heard relative to the said
requests.

THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF

SALEM, VIRGINIA

BY:

H. Robert Light

Clerk of Council

Legals - Craig

County

Mowing Bid
The Craig County
Fairgrounds

Association is
accepting sealed bids for
mowing and
weed eating for the 2023
mowing season. Regular
mowing services will be
May 2023 thru November
2023.

Bid forms can be picked up
in the Treasurer’s office
located in the Craig County
Courthouse at 182 Main
Street in New Castle, VA.
Sealed bids need to be
returned to the Treasurer’s
office by April 19th, 2023.

Legals - Town of

Vinton

Order of

Publication
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-
316,-317,20-104 Case No.

CL23000348-00

ROANOKE COUNTY
Circuit Court, 305 EAST
MAIN STREET, SALEM, VA
24073 Commonwealth of
Virginia, in re MAILEIGH
MCKENNA REDMOND v.
MAILEIGH MCKENNA
CULVER
The object of this suit is to:
NAME CHANGE OF
MINOR It is ORDERED that
RANDOLPH ALLEN
REDMOND JR appear at
the above-named court and
protect his/her interests on
or before April 27,2023 @
11:00 AM.

MARCH 15, 2023 Benjamin
Guerrant, DEPUTY CLERK

Order of
Publication
Commonwealth of
Virginia
VA Code Ann. 88§
8.01-316,-317 Case

No. CL23-344
ROANOKE COUNTY
Circuit Court,
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re Elizabeth Paige Lyles
v. Cody Chandler Lyles
The object of this suit is to:
obtain a decree of divorce
pursuant to Virginia Code
Sec. 20-91(9)(A). Itis
ORDERED that Cody
Chandler Lyles appear at
the above-named court and
protect his/her interests on
or before MAY 9, 2023.
March 15, 2023 Jennifer
Vest, Deputy Clerk

Help Wanted

Software Control
Engineer sought by
TMEIC International

Corporation in

Roanoke, VA to dvip &
test PC/PLC s/ware
control solutions for

industrial systems
applications that meet client
specs & fulfill project
regmts. Ability to climb &
work on cranes at heights
up to approximately 175
feet. Availability to travel
domestically & int'lly, up to
approximately
15% of the time, sometimes
w/ limited notice. Min Req: a
Bach’s Deg in Electrical
Engg, Mechanical Engg, or
related field
or foreign equiv deg. 24
months of exp w/ control
system engg. Exp w/
machine-level prgmg &
s/ware dsgn for industrial
PLC, distributed 1/0, & HMI
systems. Send resume to
recruitment@tmeic.com.
Ref# 8008

Help Wanted

Software Control
Engineer sought by
TMEIC
CORPORATION

AMERICAS
in Roanoke, VA to dvip &
test PC/PLC s/ware
control solutions for
industrial systems
applications that meet client
specs &amp; fulfill project
regmts. Min Req: a Bach’s
Deg in Electrical Engg,
Mechanical Engg, or related
field or foreign equiv deg.
24 months of exp working
w/ Control system engg.
Ability to climb & work on
cranes at heights up to
approximately 175 feet. Exp
w/ machine-level prgmg &
s/ware dsgn for industrial
PLC, distributed 1/0, &amp;
HMI systems. Availability to
travel domestically &amp;
int'lly, up to approximately
15% of the time, sometimes
w/ limited notice. Send
resume to
recruitment@tmeic.com.
Ref# 8007.

STATEWIDE ADS

AUCTIONS

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Advertise
your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. Afford-
able Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target audiences.
Call this paper or Landon Clark at
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

DOGS, PET CARE

Happy Jack® Liquivict2x® is rec-
ognized safe & effective against
hook & round worms in dogs by
US CVM. Double strength. 3 year
stability. AtTractor Supply®.

EVENTS

Charlottesville Coin, Currency
& Stamp Show. Free Admission!
Elks Lodge #389. 389 Elk Drive
Charlottesville, VA. Saturday,
April 22nd. 9am-5pm. Contact
Jackie Dean (540) 832-0024, De-
bomb14@aol.com.

FARMS/FISH

Live Fish for restocking ponds.
Over 25 species available. We
deliver. Colorful catalogue upon
request. Zetts Fish Farm P.O. Box
5 Inwood, W.V. 25428. Call 304-
821-4496, 304-995-9202. Cell
304-820-6986.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Now Offering Financing! Ronnie
Jenkins Il Windows, Siding, Roof-
ing and Gutters! FREE Estimates!
Call 804-739-8207 for More De-
tails! American Made Products!

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during
utility power outages, so your
home and family stay safe and
comfortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty ($695
valuel). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE
money, reduce your reliance on
the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full
installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request
a FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting
material - steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer - $500 Discount + Addi-
tional 10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your dreams for
as little as $149/month! BCl Bath
& Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home
consultation now and SAVE 15%!
Call Today! 1-844-945-1631

LIVESTOCK SALES

The Virginia Beef Expo is April
13-16, 2023, at Rockingham Co.
Fairgrounds. Enjoy Cattle Sales,
Industry Trade Show & Youth
Events. Learn more at www.va-
beefexpo.com

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$475+$86 court cost.
WILLS-$295.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion time
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver,
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB
Member. https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 888-608-4974

FREE high speed internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veter-
ans Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet
service. Bonus offer: Android
tablet FREE with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping & handling.
Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-855-970-1995

STATEWIDE ADS

STATEWIDE ADS

GENERAC
sl —ae

PWREID

SOLAR + BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE

A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
| (833) 688-1378

The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

1000 OFF

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months"

OFFER EXPIRES 6.30.2023
Incudes productand abor; bethub, shower or walkin fub and wall suround.
This promion connot be combined with ay other offer. Oiher resticions may
appy. Thi offer expies /30723, Eoch dealersip i ndependenty owned and
CALL apeate. " Thid poryfancin is ovalable for who qualfy. See
NOW (844) 945-1631 Your deoler ordetols. ©2023 Bl Ayl .
GENERAC

Prepare
for power
outages
today

WITH A HOME
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contacta Generac dealerfor full terms and conditions

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE

NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 9471479

7-Year Extended Warranty*

FREE - A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Callfor a fulllst of terms and conltions.

WATIg

N
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&
*
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

20%+10%

S
2o 4

Teg 6V

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!'

Subjectto credit approval Cal for detals.
“=ZUSA  promo Code: 285

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*
1-877-614-6667

“For per household imate vlid for 1 year. *#Offe vald at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and rec e "#1 rated professionally nstaled guter guard system in
[ G [

55 Ik HIC Licen: ‘
ation# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804
g 9114 License# PAG9383 L 41354 Licenses 7656 DOPL
2705169445 e 2 License# WN056912

L s
#10783658.5501

Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER
PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFE’&WSTEE’

WALK-IN TUB

1-877-591-9950

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

iy
BBB d
FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

SE
CERTIFIED
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New MLB rules are a Hit
by Brian Hoffman, Sports Editor

The new Major League Baseball sea-
son is here and the question everyone
keeps asking is, “how do you like the
new rules?” For the most part, it seems
like most people like them.

The game is definitely moving along
faster. Through the first weekend the
games have been an average of 30
minutes shorter than in previous years,
and they’re still longer than an average
basketball game so that’s plenty of ball-
game to watch.

With the new rules the batter has to
be in that box and the pitcher has to
be ready to serve it up or there will be
consequences. Here’s a couple obser-
vations | had in the first games of the
season.

I was watching a game on opening
day, and you know where they list the
score, count, outs, batter and pitcher

INESYMERVICED DIRECT
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in a corner of your television screen?
Well, on opening day that bit of infor-
mation also included the clock counting
down for the pitcher. | found that to be
extremely distracting while watching
the game.

The next game | watched, on a differ-
ent network, didn’t have that and | real-
ly didn’t pay attention to the pitch clock
unless the umpire called an infraction.
That was much better, in my mind, as
far as enjoying the game.

And another thing. I’m watching the
ESPN Sunday Night game between the
Phillies and Rangers. Trea Turner of the
Phillies is on first and takes off for sec-
ond. He gets a great jump and surely has
the base stolen, but the pitcher doesn’t
start his motion in time and the umpire
behind the plate calls time as Turner is
running for second. A “ball” is called
on the batter and Turner has to go back
to first.

To me, this is helping the team that
was supposed to be penalized. If I'm

the pitcher 1’d much rather have a ball
called than have the runner advance a
base. If that’s how it’s going to work,
and I’'m the pitcher, I’m going to hold
the ball until the clock goes off if |
think the runner got a great jump at first
and won’t be thrown out. Unless there
are three balls on the batter at the time,
I’m sending that runner back to first.
That’s something they’re going to have
to look at.

As far as the larger bases, they real-
ly don’t look any larger to me while
watching on TV. The Salem Red Sox
had the larger bases last year and | never
would have known if | hadn’t known.

The bases are three inches wider on
each side, and that’ supposed to help
the would-be base stealers because it’s
an extra three inches they don’t have to
cover. I’ve heard that a bunch of times
but, honestly, how many times is that
three inches going to make a differ-
ence? Hold your fingers three inches
apart and tell me, with a straight face,

SENIOR FOR
SENIORS

PAINTING &

RESIDENTIAL
MAINTENANCE

Cell:
540-293-4271

BONNIE JOYCE

CELL: 540-309-5181

that’s going to make a big difference.

Finally, I love the rule that says two
fielders must be on each side of second
base and have their feet in the dirt. |
hated those shifts. | got so tired of see-
ing a batter smoke one up the middle
and the shortstop is right there behind
the bag, or a lefthander drilling a ball
that should be a base hit, only to have a
“short fielder” field it for an out. There
are balls that are struck that are sup-
posed to be hits from the time you play
little league ball, and | felt like those
batters were getting cheated.

Now, | heard that some teams are
considering moving the leftfielder into
short right when a lefthanded, “dead
pull,” hitter comes to the plate. That’s
somewhat circumventing the new rules,
but apparently there’s no rule against it.
Hopefully, there will be next summer.

All in all, I give the new rules two
thumbs up. And if one of the thumbs
gets you a stolen base because the bag is
three inches closer, then so be it.
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Your right of public access to Craig Creek is being
threatened! A court case coming soon could make it a
crime to float or paddle down Craig Creek. If you are
concerned, please call or email Bill Tanger at
riverdancer1943@gmail.com or 540-266-0237. Join with
others who have formed Friends of Craig Creek to stop this
lawsuit.
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Byrd girls win BRD soccer opener, remain undefeated

www.ourvalley.org

The William Byrd girls opened
their Blue Ridge District soccer sea-
son with a win Tuesday. The Terriers
beat visiting Staunton River, 3-1,
on Jeff Highfill Field at Patterson
Stadium.

Byrd kept possession of the ball
for the majority of the first half and
had several shots on goal, finally
breaking through with 26 minutes
remaining in the half when Maddy
Simmons beat her defender and put
it past the keeper for a 1-0 lead. That
was how the score remained at the
half.

Byrd started strong in the second
half and got the second goal of the
night 10 minutes in when Logan
Andrews crossed the ball to Addi St.
Clair for a tap in goal. Then, with 23
minutes remaining, Ella Ashworth
took a shot on goal from outside
the 18 yard box. It bounced off the
keeper and St. Clair was there again
to finish for her second goal of the
night.

Staunton River scored a late goal
but Byrd was able to hold on for the
win. Sophia Chrisley had three saves
in the cage for the Terriers.

With the win Byrd remained unde-
feated at 3-0-1. The girls are back

Left, William Byrd’s Maddy Simmons(#10) controls the ball in Tuesday’s win over Staunton River. Right, Anna Martin(#11) battles
PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEY

an Eagle for the hall.

The William Byrd boys dropped a 3-0 decision to Staunton
River Tuesday in their first soccer game after returning from spring

Golden Eagles
shut out WB
hoys’ soccer

break. Byrd fell to 1-3 with the loss.

Russell Dishman.

Midway through the first half the Eagles scored off a long

“It’s always tough coming off of spring break, but I felt we were
playing well and at least moving the ball well,” said Byrd coach

in action tonight with a home game
against Cave Spring.

attempt, just over the midfield line.
“That was a tough one to give up,” said Dishman. “And as |

thought we were going to settle in, the opposite happened. They

scored two more in about seven minutes. It was a difficult run and
we struggled to regroup. We just could not get through.”

The Terriers are hoping for a better result today when travel to

Cave Spring.

Baseball drops two in Tenn.

Spring break provided a great oppor-
tunity for the William Byrd baseball
team to get out of town for a couple
ballgames, but the Terriers returned to
Vinton without a win. Byrd dropped
two games last Saturday at Tennessee
High in Bristol in the Johnny Whited
Memorial Tournament.

With rain in the forecast Byrd’s
original schedule was revised.
The Terriers played two games on
Saturday and dropped them both, los-
ing to Tennessee High in the morning
and West Ridge High of Tennessee at
noon.

The Tennessee High game was
a 7-6 loss, as Cooper Minnix and
Blake Lovern split time on the mound
and held Tennessee to three hits, but
walked eight. Ethan Powell had two
hits and three runs batted in for Byrd,
as the Terriers lost to an unbeaten
team on a bloop hit in the bottom of
the sixth inning.

Against West Ridge High of
Tennessee Byrd dropped an 11-5 deci-
sion as Brogan Dent, Keller Spraker
and Jacob Dickerson all saw time
on the hill. Evan Mullen had two
hits and drove in two runs and Noah
Thompson had two hits and one RBI.
Byrd stranded 14 runners in the loss,
dropping to 2-3 on the season.

“We want to develop some players
in an event like this, but every game
counts in our region so we need to
go all out to win every game,” said
Byrd coach Jason Taylor. “Tennessee
had already played a dozen games or
so. They’re allowed to play more in
Tennessee, so they can take a game to
develop some players who don’t get
in as much.”

The Terriers were scheduled to host
Salem on Tuesday, but results were too
late for publication. Byrd will return
the diamond next Tuesday, April 11,
with a game at Lord Botetourt.

William Byrd’s Hannah Johnson serves one up. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Tennis teams split with Northside

The William Byrd tennis teams
returned from the break on Tuesday
and played two tight matches with
Northside, winning one and getting
edged in the other. The girls won 5-4
at Northside and the boys lost 5-4 in
Vinton.

The girls got singles wins from

Makenna Jacobsen at one, Ashley
Begasse at two, Hannah Johnson at
three and Miles Moses at six. The num-
ber one doubles team of Jacobsen and
Begasse also won, giving Byrd the fifth
needed point.

“They all killed it in their matches,”
said Byrd coach Kayla Mitchell.

WB Alumni

Two former William Byrd pitchers

Red Sox open season at home tonight

The Salem Red Sox will open the 2023 Carolina League baseball season
tonight, Thursday, when they host the Delmarva Shorebirds, a farm team of the
Baltimore Orioles, in a three game series. Games are scheduled for 7:05 pm
Thursday and Friday with a 6:05 pm game on Saturday, April 8.

Last year’s number one overall pick, Jackson Holliday, spent plenty of time in
the Baltimore major league camp this spring and impressed Orioles’ brass with
his advanced tools at just 19 years old. His highly anticipated regular-season
debut is expected to come Thursday in Salem. He won’t be alone in terms of big
names as Miguel Bleis, a potential five-tool outfielder who turned 19 on March
1, is also expected to start for the Salem Sox.

Salem Red Sox Home games include 10 six-game series and two weekend
series for a total of 66 contests to be played at Carilion Clinic Field. Tuesday
through Friday games at Salem Memorial Ballpark will begin at 7:05 pm with
the exception of April 18th, to begin at 6:05 pm, and two day games set for April
19th and June 13th, both slated for 11:05 am. The Red Sox will return to the field
on Thursday’s as the BeerMongers, a nod to the craft industry, featuring drink
specials. Friday games will continue to feature Friday night post-game fireworks.

Saturday games will begin at 6:05 pm and Sunday games will begin at 3:05
pm. Mondays will remain a league-wide off day, with the Carolina League All-
Star Break scheduled for July 11-13th. The 2023 season will conclude on Sunday,
September 10th, as the Red Sox host the Carolina Mudcats. Gates will continue
to open one hour prior to first pitch, with early entry for season ticket holders.

are toeing the rubber in college
these days and pitched in front
of some friendly faces in the past
week. Above, Trenton Sayers
pitched a scoreless inning for
Ferrum when the Panthers visited
Salem Monday to play Roanoke
College at Salem Memorial
Ballpark. A freshman, Trenton
has seen action on the mound
in four games this season. The
Maroons won Monday’s game,
17-11. Right, former William
Byrd coach Gary Walthall
traveled to his alma mater, Mars
Hill University, to watch his old
school play Limestone University
in an SAG game. Byrd graduate
Gehrig Spradlin pitched to two
hatters in relief for Limestone in
a 17-9 Mars Hill win. Spradlin is
a graduate student at Limestone,
located in Gaffney, SGC.

PHOTOS BY JOHN WACHER & COURTESY OF
GARY WALTHALL
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