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Vinton Vet Wall Mural now complete

R
PHOTO COURTESY OF RUSTY GALBREATH
William Byrd Ecology teacher Rusty Galbreath and
one of his students analyze the health of Wolf
Creek by catching bugs.

Ecology students

PHOTO BY EBBIE ADAMS
Jon Murrill has completed the stunning exterior wall mural at the Vinton Veterinary Specialty Services Center
on Washington Avenue in Vinton.

Debbie Adams

dadams@ourvalley.com

High School, and some
additional members of

the community, has “7 y y
Acclaimed  artist turned a blank white at ZIIzam Byrd
Jon Murrill has wall at the center into a o o o
now completed the work of art. lmpdCtlng tbeli" w01"ld

beautiful wall mural Vinton Vet Chief

at the new Vinton Medical Director Dr. .

Veterinary  Specialty  Courtney Wiegard Debbie Adams

Services Center on explained how the dadams@ourvalley.com

Wasl.lington Avenue Eroject came about, If you are old enough, you will remember
in Vinton. Those who Onc.e we knew .the when virtually every high school class involved
commissioned the Specialty Services the traditional lecture approach. That’s not

work of art and the
community in general
are delighted.

Since April 23,
Murrill, assisted by art
students and teachers
from William Byrd

Center project was a go
and there was a huge
blank white wall, we
knew we had to make
it gorgeous. I posted ;
on Facebook asking for

what you will find in the classes taught by
Rusty Galbreath. He teaches Ecology (along
with a couple of physics classes) at William Byrd
High School. He and his students were in the
news recently for their “Storm Drain Stenciling

The wall mural includes a detailed painting of a blue
See Mural, page 3  bird.

See Ecology, page 5

Dr. Mark Watts retiring from Carilion
Clinic Family Medicine in Vinton

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Pastor Seong Jae Jo, Associate Pastor at Thrasher Memorial United Methodist
Church in Vinton, was ordained at the annual Virginia Conference in Roanoke
on June 17. Shown left to right are his father, Byoung Gi Jo; his mother, Hyun
Ok Bang; Pastor Jo, and his fiancée, Ella Son.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Dr. Mark Watts will be retiring from Carilion Clinic Family Medicine in Vinton at
the end of June. The practice held a retirement celebration for him at the Vinton
War Memorial on June 16. Pictured left to right are his son-in-law, Dr. Ethan Scott;
his daughters, Annie Watts and Mary Page Watts, Dr. Watts, and his wife, Debbie
Watts.

Thrasher’s Pastor Seong Jae
Jo ordained at Virginia

Debbie Adams

dadams@ourvalley.com

terribly missed. We wish him only
the best!"

Dr. Mark Watts is retiring after
34 years as a physician with Carilion
Clinic Family Medicine in Vinton
(formerly Parkway Physicians).

"Ask any of us that work here in
the Carilion Vinton office about
Dr. Watts, and the response would
be universal,” said Dr. Randall
Rhea. “It has been a pleasure and
an honor to work with such a fine
physician over these many years.
His sense of humor and keen wit,
combined with his compassion
and outstanding clinical skills,
have made him a favorite with the
staff and his many, many blessed
patients. He is a caring physician, a
dear friend of mine, and he will be

Watts grew up in Roanoke and
graduated from Patrick Henry High
School, as did his wife, Debbie.

He comes from a medical family.
His father practiced Emergency and
Occupational Medicine at Lewis-
Gale and his mother was a nursing

professor at Virginia Western
Community College.
Dr. Watts  earned  his

undergraduate degree from the
University of Virginia in 1979,
majoring in Biology. He attended
the University of Virginia School of
Medicine, graduating in 1984, then
completed his residency in Family
Medicine at Carilion.

See Retiring, page 8

United Methodist Conference

Debbie Adams

dadams@ourvalley.com

Pastor  Seong Jae
Jo, who has served
as Associate  Pastor

and youth minister at
Thrasher Memorial
United Methodist

Church in Vinton for
four years, was ordained
as an Elder during the
Virginia Annual United
Methodist Conference
in Roanoke on June 17.

He has also served as
pastor for the Thrasher
Roanoke Korean Church
which meets at Thrasher
on Sunday afternoons.

The Virginia
Conference represents
over 1,000 churches,

308,490 members, and
1,895 clergy.

Pastor Jo, as he is
known, was appointed
to Thrasher Memorial
in 2019. Now that he
has been ordained as an
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Elder, he will be moving
to Herndon United
Methodist Church to
assume the position of
Senior Pastor for that
congregation.  That’s
not the only big change
coming in his life~ he
is newly engaged to Ella
Son.

His ordination took
place during a “Service
of Call and the Ordering
of the Ministry” at the
annual conference held
at the Berglund Center
in a ceremony led by
Bishop Sue Haupert-
Johnson.

“Ministry is the work
of God, done by the
people of God,” Haupert
Johnson said. “Today we
recognize that God calls
all of us, clergy and laity,
to spread the good news
of Jesus Christ to the
world.

See Thrasher’s, page 3
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—PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS—

The Vinton Community Garden

PHOTO COURTESY OF RICHMOND PRSA

Roanoke County Public Schools won “Best in Show” from the PRSA for their “2022
Load the Bus” campaign to collect supplies for children in need. RCPS Director of
Community Relations Chuck Lionberger (APR) accepts the award from Taya Jarman
(APR), president of the Richmond Chapter of PRSA.

RCPS ‘Load the Bus’
named Best in Show

The Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) Richmond Chapter announced
the winners of the 76th Virginia Public Relations Awards at a banquet on
Wednesday, June 7 at the Dominion Energy Center in Richmond.

Roanoke County Public Schools was honored with a “Best in Show”
Commonwealth Award of Excellence for the “2022 Load the Bus” school supply
campaign; “Graduation Live 2022” received a Capital Award of Excellence for
“External Video Program.”

The Best-in-Show Commonwealth Award category recognizes exceptional public
relations campaigns. The Capital Awards recognize excellence in individual public
relations tactics that may or may not be part of a larger overall campaign.

Each year, the PRSA Richmond chapter recognizes outstanding public relations
professionals and their work at the Virginia Public Relations Awards banquet.
Entries are taken for local, statewide, national, and global campaigns, from
government entities, non-profit organizations, corporations, and PR agencies
and independent practitioners. The chapter recognizes the most creative and
effective communications strategies and tactics happening across Virginia. Over
100 individuals and organizations were recognized for outstanding public relations
campaigns and tactics in various categories.

The 2022 Load the Bus campaign, in partnership with Roanoke City, Salem
City, and Craig County Public Schools, raised more than $31,000 worth of school
supplies for children in Roanoke County alone, with tens of thousands of dollars
more collected for students in Roanoke City, Salem and Craig County.

“Graduation Live” began over a decade ago and produces live and on-demand
playback of graduation ceremonies for the five Roanoke County high schools,
allowing family and friends who are unable to attend the ceremonies in person
the opportunity to watch students receive their diplomas. This program especially
benefits those who live in other parts of the country, abroad, or who are serving in
the military.

RCPS Director of Community Relations Chuck Lionberger spearheads the
“Load the Bus” campaign each year, as well as “Graduation Live.”

“Helping students and families with their school supplies is a community effort
and we are grateful for everyone’s support,” said RCPS School Superintendent
Dr. Ken Nicely. “Chuck Lionberger spends countless hours coordinating the
effort, including securing volunteers, organizing and distributing the supplies,
and promoting the event across the valley. We are proud of his award and the
tremendous work he does for the school division.”

This year’s 2023 “Load the Bus” school supply drive will take place August 4-6.

Submitted by Roanoke County Public Schools

What Makes Lotz The
Petter Chaice

Our staff follows through with every family. We get to know each family so we can
provide the personalization that you deserve. Another reason Lotz Vinton Chapel is

The Better Choice

Vinton Chapel
Celebrating Life 305 East Washington Ave. Vinton, Va. 24179
540-343-4986

Wayne Lovelace, Managing Partner

Lotz will match or beat any direct competitors price, guaranteed

Submit your
community
news and photos to
vintonmessenger@
ourvalley.org.
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By Angie Chewning

This spring, volunteers began
building Vinton’s first community
garden, located at 218 S. Pollard
Street. What has been a vacant lot for
years is currently being transformed
into what will be a destination for
those who love to garden and to
learn about horticulture and self-

sustainability.
With the help of a few local
businesses such as  Walter’s

Greenhouse, MIB Tree Service, and
Brown Hound Tree Service, the
Public Works division of the Town of
Vinton, Roanoke Valley Television-
RVTYV, the Vinton Chamber of
Commerce, and even the Vinton Fire
Department, donations are coming in
and the word is spreading; something
great is growing in Vinton!

Progress is slow, but sure. By Spring
0f 2024, this lot will be a budding
sanctuary for pollinators and there
will be garden plots for residents or
local businesses to sponsor. But to
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get from here to there, there are some
things that need to be procured.

Residents or business owners/
managers may donate any of the
following to help this garden come
to fruition:

. Gardening tools
Fencing materials
Rainwater collection barrels
Native plants
Picnic table
Storage shed
Garden hoses
Gift Cards to hardware stores
5- Gallon buckets
Flower pots
Kneeling pads
Solar lights
Twine

To make a donation or to find
out more information on this
incredible project, please email
vintoncommunitygarden
@gmail.com. Please like us on
Facebook and visit our website at
www.vintoncommunitygarden.org to
watch our progress. Together, we can
do more!

Submitted by Carrie Poff, organizer
of the Vinton Community Garden
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PHOTOS BY ANGIE CHEWNING

COMMUNITY CARNIVAL

June 29th - July 8th ¢ 6:00pm-11:00pm

VIV Py

A

Closed Sunday - July 2nd
Wristbands www.colerides.com
* Advance $20 * On Grounds $25
FOOD & GAMES
Enjoy Petros, Carnival Burgers,
Hot Dogs & Our World Famous Fries
SPECIAL RIDE NIGHT
Wednesday, July Sth and Thursday, July 6th
Wristbands $15 - 6:30pm-10:30pm

Tuesday. July 4th
Parade Spm ¢ Fireworks 10pm

ENTERTAINMENT
Thursday, June 29th — Pleading the Fifth Wednesday, July 5 — Phlegar Hill
Friday, June 30th — Blue Connection Thursday, July 6 — Live Tandem
Saturday, July 1 — Midnight Blue Friday, July 7 — The Oddfellows
Sunday, July 2 - CLOSED Saturday, July 8 — Wound Tight
Monday, July 3 — Glen Shelton Band also Rebels of Rhythm Cloggers
Tuesday, July 4 — Cimmaron during music breaks
Get your BIG PRIZE Tickets for an opportunity to win $2,500
Information at 540-254-1212 or www.townofbuchanan.com
or Town of Buchanan Facebook Page
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Th raSher ,s from page 1

“An elder is called to share in the
ministry of Christ and the whole
church: to preach and teach the Word
of God and faithfully administer the
sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion; to lead the people of God
in worship and prayer; to lead persons
to faith in Jesus Christ; to exercise
pastoral supervision; to order the life of
the congregation and the connection;
to counsel the troubled and declare
forgiveness of sin; to lead the people of
God in obedience to Christ’s mission
in the world; to seek justice, peace, and
freedom for all people; and to take a
responsible place in the government of
the Church and in service in and to the
community,” the Bishop said. “This is
the rule of life and work of an Elder.”

Pastor Jo’s welcoming church,
Herndon UMC, introduced him to
his new congregation saying, “Pastor
Seong Jae Jo has a heart for loving
and serving God and God’s people
and is excited to serve amid Northern
Virginia’s diverse community. As a third

to see ‘oneness that is not sameness,
but an embracement of diversity and
differences in Jesus Christ, who makes
us one body.’ He firmly believes God
has called us to ministry regardless of
race, ethnicity, culture, generation, and
age. His trilingual skill, diverse cultural
background, and experience in different
countries brings unique opportunities
to serve and share God’s love through
ministry and mission with Herndon
UMC”

Pastor Jo is a native of South Korea;
however, he has lived all over the world
as the child of missionary parents. His
parents were pastors in South Korea,
serving for several years before the
opportunity arose for them to become
missionaries with the Korean Methodist
Church in Paraguay, when he was 12
years old.

The transition was challenging— a
different language, different foods,
a different culture, a different
environment—a totally new and awkward
experience for someone his age.

culture kid, he knows how important The
and essential diversity is in today’s

predominant

Paraguay is Spanish, which his family

language in serving a Korean population, it was not
imperative for them to learn Spanish

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Pastor John Hemming (on left), the Senior Pastor at Thrasher Memorial UMC,
is shown with Pastor Jo, and Pastor ligha llunga, who will hecome the new
Associate Pastor at Thrasher in July.

brother had to learn quickly as they were
attending public schools. He now speaks

three languages: Korean, Spanish, and

society and in Christianity. He hopes

did not speak. Since his parents were immediately, but he and his younger

M u ral from page 1

recommendations for muralists and Jon Murrill’s
name was mentioned repeatedly. I reached out
to him, and he immediately came to see the
wall. He was thrilled with the idea of bringing
gorgeous mural art to Vinton and we loved
that he is an alumna of William Byrd (Class of
2005) and a Vinton resident. We collaborated on
the idea, and we are just thrilled with the final
concept. Being able to have William Byrd art
students help is the icing on the cake. Truly a
community effort!”

Murrill designed the artwork, in collaboration
with the center. The project began with Vinton
Vet first pressure washing the wall and having
white primer applied. Murrill then roughly
sketched his design, which features the great
outdoors and local wildlife, on the primer layer.

Working on weekends, he, along with the
volunteer students and their art teachers ,Denise
Sartell, Alicia Spangler and Allyson Goin, applied
base coats of paint to fill in the basic shapes of
wildlife and mountains with rollers and brushes.

Then Murrill used a special artist spray paint
to add the fine details. On June 15, he sealed the
mural with a coat of anti-graffiti paint which
enhances the vibrancy of the colors, and which
will protect the mural for five to ten years.

Expect to see more of Murrill’s exterior
artwork in Vinton in the coming months. He
has a history of community-driven projects. His
large-scale artwork can be seen throughout the
Roanoke Valley, from Salem to Roanoke, and
now in Vinton. His murals can be found beneath
the 9th and 13th Street bridges in Southeast
Roanoke, work funded by the National

Endowment of the Arts and Roanoke City.

He is spending much of June working with 40
volunteers on a 300-foot wall mural in downtown
Martinsville, funded by the Harvest Foundation’s
Project Hope grant series. The mural celebrates
the diversity of Martinsville and features local
flowers and large hands representing different
ages, races, genders, and cultures.

The Martinsville mural is a community
project and Murrill has developed a passion for
collaborative efforts that bring people together.

July will be dedicated to creating a large-scale
privately funded mural at Dixie Products in
the Melrose community. Its theme is unity and
celebrating the historic neighborhood.

Murrill has been an art teacher for about
10 years, most recently at Patrick Henry High
School, but is now pursuing his passion for art
full time, focused on exterior art and bringing

R e

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Artist Jon Murrill worked with art students and teachers from William Byrd High School on the mural — making

it a community project.

communities together to produce art. He plans to
continue his work with youth by drawing them
into the public arts scene.

“We are thrilled to bring beautiful art to the
Town of Vinton,” said Dr. Courtney Wiegard,
Medical Director at Vinton Veterinary Hospital.
“It has already brought so much joy to the staff
and clients of Vinton Veterinary Hospital, which
was always the intent. It was absolutely wonderful
to work with Jon Murrill who is a major talent.
We are incredibly grateful for the generosity of our
sponsors who made funding possible.”

“We are so happy with all of the community
involvement with this beautiful testament to
the animals we serve and the natural beauty
that surrounds us!” said Alice Dantzler, General
Manager at Vinton Vet. “Our sponsors include

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Kris and Doug Oursler. This lovely couple donated
a chemotherapy hood in memory of their dog,
Garrett, who Dr. Wiegard treated for cancer. The
treatments gave them several more months with
their beloved pet. The chemo hood did not cost
the total amount they wanted to donate, and so
they gave the rest towards the mural in memory
of Garrett. We also have a picture of Garrett in
the room in our hospital in which we do chemo.
Other contributors are Pretty Paws Dog and Cat
Grooming, Offleash K9 Training, Zoetis, Moneta
Heating and Air, Judge and Mrs. Humes Franklin,
and Merck Animal Health.”

Dr. Wiegard added, “Please come by and snap
a photo with the sunbeam paw print, the blue
bird or the deer fawn and tag #vintonvet or
#vintonvetmural on Instagram and Facebook!”
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F ROM THE PULPIT

The Sermon on the Mount, the Beatitudes

RECIPES OF THE WEEK
So Good, So Simple, So Quick —

Pastor Bryan Crouch version of the Bible, “Blessed”

Lynn Haven Baptist Church

The Sermon on the Mount can
be found in Matthew 5-7. It is the
first public sermon given by Jesus.
This incredible sermon begins with
a series of “Blessed are those who”
statements.

Scripture is full
of “IF-THEN” statements. IF you do
this, act this way, or treat others a
certain way, THEN this “blessing”
or consequence will happen.

Matthew 5:3 gives us the first
of these statements and it tells us,
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Sounds pretty simple, righe? Let’s
take a closer look at some of the
words used to get a better idea of the
expectation being placed on all His
followers.

means “happy, to be envied, and
spiritually prosperous—with life-joy
and satisfaction in God’s favor and
salvation, regardless of their outward
conditions.”

WOW! Wouldn’t this be nice?

But how do we get this type of
blessing? By being “poor in spirit”
which means being “humble, who
rate themselves insignificant.”

Interesting...IF  we are truly
humble in spirit THEN we
will be spiritually prosperous.

Furthermore, IF these things are
true in your life, THEN “theirs is
the kingdom of heaven”.

The Sermon on the Mount is an
extremely deep dive into some very
deep Christian theology. I pray that
as we look at these verses in Matthew
5 that we all learn something about
being more like Christ tomorrow

This tasty recipe is ready in
half an hour, using just your basic
ingredients.

Ingredients:

2 Tbsp. vegetable oil

5 boneless chicken thighs or a
couple of boneless chicken breasts

2 Tbsp. minced gatlic

1/2 tsp. salt

1/4 tsp. black pepper

1/2 cup brown sugar, packed

1/4 cup water

Brown Sugar Garlic Chicken

Directions: Place vegetable oil
and chicken in skillet on medium
high heat. Sear the chicken for
5-7 minutes, then flip it over and
cook 5 minutes more. Add garlic,
salt, pepper, brown sugar, and
water. Stir to combine. Lower the
temperature to medium and cook
8 to 10 minutes more—and you're
done.

Serve as is, or over rice.

According to the Amplified than we were today.
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If you could plan your own funeral, what would
you choose? A traditional service? A big party?
A small gathering?

You can. Let us know what you'd choose.
Visit oakeys.com/advance-1 or call 982-2100.

OAKEY'S
e

TRADITION & INNOVATION IN FUNERAL CARE

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)

MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane,
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465.
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM,
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Wor-
ship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA
6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE,
Roanoke, VA 24013, 540-343-7502, Worship
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

Read Luke 21:1 through 22:71

Do we ever look at our world and
ask, “What happened?”

The moral climate seems to have
plunged. Sin is rampant. Nuclear
war threatens. A bad economy
has become the new way of life.
And what’s with all these record-
breaking natural disasters?

CHURCH OF CHRIST

DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST -
7165 Cloverdale Rd., Roanoke, 24019; beside
the Botetourt Athletic Club. Leave message
992-4385. Sunday Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., Wor-
ship, 10:30 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study, 6 p.m.
Please come visit us in person or get to know
about us first by visiting our web page: daleridge-
churchofchrist.net. Updated each week with a
new sermon by Mike Mazzalongo, four minutes
of video showing our nearly six acres of land and
our beautiful, functional inside facilities, articles, -
events, news from Christian sources around the z
world and here locally plus much, much more. “==4but the end will not come right
See how many ways Dale Ridge is “Reaching 8 away” (Luke 21:9).
Out There” to the Roanoke Valley with the “Good ~ ~+ .
News of Jesus. By clicking on “visit us virtually” = Many‘ tlllles'th}‘ough the Past t‘WO

. . . . f i|thousand years, people have pan-
real time access to our Worship services is avail- 7\ 1 0Ll e of the
able via your computer, a tablet or smartphone: -
Just follow the instructions. We believe in the in-
spired Word of God which is as relevant today
as it was when it was written. We believe the

It’s easy to wonder if the end
of world is near and become so
afraid that we panic.

“When you hear of wars and
uprisings, do not be frightened.
|These things must happen first,

g

Peace in the Chaos

= L El )
VA 24016. A spiritual event is held on the 2nd Sunday of

world. Jesus had a word for them
and for us: “Do not be fright-
ened.”

The world may change, but God
is still in control.

prepare ourselves spiritually for
whatever God brings—in good ‘
4

times or bad. i1 If you would like to see

Challenge for Today: Think offi your church services

a way to point people t.o Jgsus [; i
when they express their fears §'¥%g
about the future. '

listed here in the Vinton
Messenger contact
Tucker Frye at
540-473-2741 or
email tfrye@ourvalley.org

Quicklook: Luke 21:5-18

¥ N - e
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday

Holy Spirit is a gift to every Christian upon their
response to the Gospel as demonstrated by the
3000 obedient souls in (Acts 2:38). We believe
Jesus is the only author of our salvation. (Acts
4:12) Have you been looking for a church fam-
ily that is progressive, outside the box thinkers,
led by the Holy Spirit into all truth. (John 16:13).
You will know we are His disciples by our love
for one another. (John 13:35) Real time contact
thru our website via email.

CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister,
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday
Bible Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR

ECKANKAR, THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL
FREEDOM, is a simple teaching that focuses
on the Light and Sound of God to help people find
more love in their life. The Roanoke Eckankar
Center is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke,

each month at 10:30 a.m. Since contracting COVID-19
may still be possible, please take the health steps that are
best for you. It is appreciated that by attending you are tak-
ing responsibility for your own health. Visit www.eck-va.
org, www.meetup.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences *
Group* or call 540-353-5365 for other Eckankar programs
and for more information about how the teachings of Ecka-
nkar can lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2330 Hardy Road, Vinton (corner
of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 540-982-3694, www.
evangel4sq.com, Pastor Tim Wright. Worship Service Sun-
day, 10AM. Bible Study Wednesday 11AM-12PM.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 Har-
dy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. Da-
vis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Worship
11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.
NAZARENE

FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave.,
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-

Night Bible Study 7 p.m.
PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842;
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session;
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir
7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s
Breakfast 8:00am. Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor
UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School
- 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.
WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson
Ave., Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all
ages, 10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Chil-
dren - Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30
PM.
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WBHS Ecology teacher Rusty Galbreath was named as a “Terrific Terrier” for his
dynamic teaching style and engaging lessons.

Project.”

The students stenciled a “Dump No Waste, Drains to Creek” message on
the high school’s drainage inlets hoping to make other students and the general
public aware of the importance of protecting area waterways.

Most people mistakenly believe storm drainage systems carry stormwater to a
treatment plant prior to it being discharged into the nearest waterway. However,
stormwater is not treated, and it discharges directly into the area’s receiving
waters. Often, stormwater is polluted with oil, sediment, cigarette butts, grass,
trash, lawn and leaf debris, pet waste, and more. Stenciling storm drain inlets is
an easy way to provide a visual reminder that stormwater goes, untreated, into
nearby waterways.

Roanoke County’s Stormwater Dept. is encouraging other groups to duplicate
the project in their areas of the county and will provide supplies necessary to
carry out the project, so the hope is that the William Byrd project will have a
wide impact.

However, the stenciling project is not the only way Galbreath has involved his
students in hands-on projects that benefit the environment. He says it is only one
of the outdoor projects they do. In fact, they are frequently outside.

“Kids get bored if they sit all day,” Galbreath says. “We get out a lot and do
a lot.”

Ecology is basically the study of how living things interact with each other and
their environment. To obtain a standard diploma in Virginia you are required to
take three science classes in high school. An Advanced Studies Diploma requires
four. Ecology is one of the choices to meet the requirements at all Roanoke
County high schools.

When you register for Ecology classes at Byrd, usually in 11th or 12th grade,

Ecology students build and test a wind turbine. ~ PHCTOS COURTESY OF RUSTY GALBREATH

A William Byrd Ecology student completes a stream study at Wolf Creek.

o

you are signing up not just for instruction in the basic principles of ecology, but
for some hands-on learning fun with the kind of teacher you always wished for.

Galbreath lists projects in forestry, stream and stormwater management,
environmental studies, and biomes as other favorites STEM activities for him
and his students.

During the forestry unit, his classes go outside (William Byrd is located near
the Wolf Creek Greenway) and identify trees. In a partnership with the 4-H, they
plant trees behind the school near Wolf Creek and near the edge of the woods at
the school entrance. He brings in foresters as guest speakers. (He is always eager
to share the story of the real Smokey Bear, born in New Mexico.)

The Ecology students also go to Wolf Creek and catch bugs as part of
the Stream and Watershed Unit. You can analyze the health of a stream by
determining which creatures live there. Students look for “benthic macro-
invertebrates” (bottom dwellers), which are reliable indicators of the biological
condition of waterbodies. They spend all or most of their lives in water, are easy
to collect, and differ in their tolerance to pollution.

Galbreath says if the students catch leeches, that indicates a dirty creek if they
are the majority of the bugs seen—they are more tolerant of pollutants. Water
pennies and mayflies indicate a “clean creek.” Crawdads can go either way.
Students do a head count of what they find— catch and then release back into
the stream.

Assistant Principal Phillip Martin thanked Galbreath for “an awesome lesson”
he observed at Wolf Creek one day.

“The students collected and analyzed data from the creek to check the health of
the stream,” Martin said. “I learned which organisms indicate healthy or polluted
water. | also learned that I can’t catch a crawfish and that Mr. Galbreath can
identify every living organism on the planet.”

Students get to don hip waders and use hand-held nets, kick-nets, and shower
curtains to complete stream studies on Wolf Creek, comparing water quality.

Guest speakers also come from the Roanoke Valley Clean Valley Council,

| 1n honor of
4th of July

OUR NEWSPAPER
offices will be closed on
Tuesday, July 4th, 2023

And will reopen on
Wed., July 5th
@ 8:30 a.m.

See Ecology, page 8

All ads for July 5th and

July 6th papers need to

be in our office by
Friday, June 30

at 12:00 Noon.

Celebrating The Town of VTG

The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes you to
our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself to be one of a
few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environment of a comfortable
lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community family. The town, with its proximity
to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities for those who

wish to stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique specialty shops.

If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the year from
the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers its own unique atmos-

phere. When you are away from home it's always nice to feel as if you never left.

The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and amenities lo-
cated nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, and
regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains and Blue

Ridge Parkway abound.

Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling of belong-
ing, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conveniences that are neces-

sary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.

Are you turning

65? Or new to WHITNEY HOSEY

Medicare? 540-355-0894
(TTY:711)

(;all your local Monday-Friday

licensed

Humana sales 9a.m-5p.m.

agent. Whosey@humana.com

Y0040_GHHHXDHEN23_SMAD_M

ADVERTISE!
Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485
or email tfrye@ourvalley.org

to advertise in this space.

B,
UNIONHOME

MORTGAGE

Robert Furrow
Branch Manager
rufrrow@uhm.com

UHM.com/rfurrow
LO NMLS 1780106 | Licensed in VA,

(540) 529-5772

.
8241 Dow Gircle, Suongsvila, OH 4

e
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Lost & Found

LOST
Ladies DIAMOND
bracelet
In Roanoke or Salem
If found contact:
NSYARDCONDUCTOR
@comcast.net

Yard Sales - Salem

HUGE CHURCH

YARD SALE
First Christian Church
712 Front Ave Salem

Friday June 23

Saturday June 24

8 amto 2 pm
Lunch served —Hot dogs,
BBQ and Baked Goods
RAIN OR SHINE

Help Wanted -

General

d

Director of Fund
Development

Responsible for planning
and implementing a
comprehensive fund

development plan for TAP
that includes planned giving
and individual and corporate
donor development.

Develop, lead, and manage
a fundraising strategy and
program that includes
individual and corporate
donations, and a planned
giving program to ensure
that TAP meets or exceeds
its fundraising goals. The
Board’s Generosity
Connections Commission,
which is the Marketing and
Fund Development
committee for the board, will
participate in the
development and approval
of the plan.

+Actively identify, cultivate,
and close gifts in support of
TAP. This includes both
financial and in-kind
donations.

+*Build and manage a
portfolio of 75-100 individual
and corporate donors and
prospects with an annual
giving capacity of $1,000+.
Within this list, identify,
actively cultivate, and close
gifts. This portfolio
movement will be reviewed
monthly with the
President/CEO to ensure it
reflects significant prospect
movement from
identification to cultivation to
solicitation to stewardship.

*Work in coordination with
the President/CEO to seek
out and secure quarterly
speaking engagements at
civic or community events to
promote TAP and its
programs and cultivate
prospective donors.

*Must have a bachelor’s
degree in communications,
marketing, public relations,

or related field

*Must have a minimum of 6
years’ experience with
demonstrated success in
closing gifts of $1,000+.

*Experience in strategic
planning for development,
major gifts, capital
campaigns, corporate and
marketing initiatives.

For a full job description
please visit Indeed.com or
at our website
www.tapintohope.org

Salary: $60,000-$75,000/yr.
Submit cover letter and
resume to: TAP, Human
Resources, Job Code DFD-
CA, PO Box 2868, 302 2nd
St SW Roanoke VA 24011
or fax to 540-345-1944

TTY: 540-345-4096
AA/EOE/Drug Free
Workplace
Bilinguals encouraged to
apply

PUBLIC WORKS/
UTILITIES
WORKER
TOWN OF

BUCHANAN

The Town of Buchanan has
immediate opening for two
(2) Public Works positions.
These are full time
positions with excellent
benefits package.
Responsibilities are
maintenance work in Town
to include water and sewer
system repairs. Position
involves work in
construction, maintenance,
modification and repair of
water and sewer lines,
maintenance of and meter
reading, other duties to
include property
maintenance, mowing,
snow removal, and
construction. Manual labor

Help Wanted -

General

required. Must possess
valid Virginia Drivers
License. Heavy equipment/
backhoe experience a plus.
Supervisory experience a
plus.

Training is available.
Starting salary $36,400 to
$41,600 depending upon

experience. Go to
www.townofbuchananva.go
v for applications or pick up
at Town Hall at 19753 Main

Street, Buchanan,

VA. Applications may be
dropped off at Town Hall or
emailed to
townmanager@buchanan-
va.gov.

Positions Open until filled.
EOE

Java Developer,
Blacksburg, VA.

Develop server-based rich
internet apps. Integrate new
apps w/existing EIS,
databases, & directories.
Teleworking permitted.
Criminal conviction check
reqd. Apply online w/VA
Tech at https://jobs.vt.edu/.

Associate
Solutions
Architect,

Blacksburg, VA
Lead design & dvipmt of
infrastructure, products, &
services in support of
university’s mission. Work
wi/cross functional
teams/partners towards
solutions while keeping all
organization’s key
stakeholders apprised.
Collaborate w/architects &
engineers to support
design/dvipmt.
Telecommuting is permitted,
position is 100% remote.
Criminal conviction check
reqd. Apply online w/VA
Tech at https://jobs.vt.edu/

For Sale -

Cemetery Plots
FOR SALE

2 Burial Plots for sale in
Sherwood, Older Section.
Turnpike Entrance. Price
is  $3,300. Contact
(540)389-9544

miscellaneous

Use ItchNoMore®

shampoo
on dogs & cats to relieve
hot spots, grass & flea
allergies without steroids. At
Tractor Supply® & Southern
States.
(www.fleabeacon.com)

Use DD-33
on dogs & cats to kill fleas
on contact without stressing
internal organs. At Tractor
Supply® & Southern States.
(www.fleabeacon.com)

Happy Jack®
Skin Balm

provides relief for dogs &
cats from hot spots, flea
bites, and food allergies
without steroids. At Tractor
Supply® & Southern States.
(www.fleabeacon.com)

Use Happy Jack®
Kennel Dip

as an area spray to control
deer ticks, fleas, stable flies,
& mosquitoes where they
breed. H&H Outdoors 254-
2420
(www.fleabeacon.com)

General

Information

Piedmont
Pentecostal

Holiness Church
Sunday morning service
11am. 5007 Jewell Drr.
Shawsville Va. Pastor Tim
Clyburn. 8 miles from
Shawsville rt 460, on
Alleghany Spring Rd.

Happy Jack

Use ltchNoMore shampoo
on dogs & cats to relieve
secondary dermatitis,
promote healing, &
eliminate doggy odor. At
Tractor Supply
(www.happyjack.com)

Happy Jack

Use Kennel Dip as an
area spray to control fleas,
ticks, & mosquitoes where

they breed.
Biodegradable. At Tractor
Supply.

(www.happyjackinc.com)

L/‘ :L/ASSIHEDS-
Wnere the Deals Are!

Legals - City of

Radford

Cellco Partnership
and its controlled
affiliates doing
business as

Verizon Wireless
(Verizon Wireless)
propose to collocate
wireless communications
antennas at a centerline
height of 25 feet on a 38-
foot building at the approx.
vicinity of 200 Jefferson
Street, Radford, City of
Radford, VA 24142. Public
comments regarding
potential effects from this
site on historic properties
may be submitted within 30
days from the date of this
publication to: Katelyn
Belzner,
k.belzner@trileaf.com, 8600
LaSalle Road Ste.
301, Towson, MD 21286,
410-853-7128.

Cellco Partnership
and its controlled
affiliates doing
business as

Verizon Wireless
(Verizon Wireless)
propose to collocate
wireless communications
antennas at a centerline
height of 52 feet on a 59-
foot building at the approx.
vicinity of 801 E. Main
Street, 226 Heth Hall,
Radford, City of Radford,
VA 24142. Public comments
regarding potential effects
from this site on historic
properties may be
submitted within 30 days
from the date of this
publication to: Katelyn
Belzner,
k.belzner@trileaf.com, 8600
LaSalle Road Ste. 301,
Towson, MD 21286, 410-
853-7128.

Cellco Partnership
and its controlled
affiliates doing
business as

Verizon Wireless
(Verizon Wireless)
propose to collocate
wireless communications
antennas at a centerline
height of 73 feet on an 82-
foot building at the approx.
vicinity of 965 E. Main
Street, Radford, City of
Radford, VA 24142. Public
comments regarding
potential effects from this
site on historic properties
may be submitted within 30
days from the date of this
publication to: Katelyn
Belzner,
k.belzner@trileaf.com, 8600
LaSalle Road Ste.
301, Towson, MD 21286,
410-853-7128.

Legals - City of

Salem

ABC NOTICE

2" On Main LLC, trading as
2" On Main , 2 Main St.
Salem VA 24153.

The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC)
AUTHORITY for a Wine and
Beer OFF Premises license
to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages.

AUDRA DOYLE, OWNER

NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC
no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the
first of two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

Legals -

Montgomery
County

TRUSTEE’S SALE

OF 204 AMBROSE

ROAD, ELLISTON,
VA 24087.

In execution of a certain
Deed of Trust dated
January 21, 2004, in the
original principal amount of
$64,647.33 recorded in the
Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court
for Montgomery County,
Virginia as Instrument No.
04000813 . The
undersigned Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction in the front of
the Circuit Court
building for Montgomery
County, 55 East Main
Street, Christiansburg,
Virginia on July 24, 2023, at
11:00 AM, the property
described in said Deed of
Trust, located at the above
address, and more
particularly described as
follows: ALL THAT
CERTAIN TRACT OR
PARCEL OF LAND, LYING
AND BEING IN THE

Montgomery
County

COUNTY OF
MONTGOMERY, STATE
OF VIRGINIA, AND MORE
PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS: BEGINNING
AT A 1 INCH PIPE SET ON
THE NORTH SIDE OF
VIRGINIA ROUTE NO. 632,
CORNER TO LUTHER
LOVERN; THENCE WITH
THE LINE OF LUTHER
LOVERN, N. 60 DEG. 33
MIN. E. 63.00 FEET TO AN
IRON ROD; THENCE
CONTINUING WITH THE
LINE OF LUTHER
LOVERN, S. 46 DEG. 42
MIN. E. 105.00 FEET TO A
5/8 INCH TUBING SET ON
HILLSIDE BY W. W.
FENCE, CORNER TO
CHARLES HENRY;
THENCE WITH THE LINE
OF CHARLES HENRY, S.
58 DEG. 32 MIN. W. 73.00
FEET TO A 5/8 INCH IRON
SET IN W. W. FENCE ON
THE NORTH SIDE OF
VIRGINIA ROUTE NO.
632; THENCE WITH THE
NORTH SIDE OF VIRGINIA
ROUTE NO. 632, N. 41
DEG. 05 MIN. W.

105.00 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING,
AND CONTAINING 0.16
ACRE, ACCORDING

TO A SURVEY DRAWN BY
WILLIAMS M. LARGEN,
C.L.S., DATED FEBRUARY
5, 1970, AND REVISED
MAY 27, 1970, A COPY OF
WHICH IS OF RECORD IN
THE CLERK'S OFFICE OF
THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE COUNTY OF
MONTGOMERY,
VIRGINIA, ALONG WITH
DEED DATED JUNE 18,
1970, FROM C. W. POFF
AND N. THOMAS POFF TO
LENARD RAY HOWELL, IN
DEED BOOK 303, PAGE
180. BY FEE SIMPLE
DEED FROM LENARD
RAY HOWELL AND JOYCE
M. HOWELL, HIS WIFE, AS
SET FORTH IN BOOK 406,
PAGE 686, DATED
10/13/1978 AND
RECORDED 10/20/1978,
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
RECORDS,
COMMONWEALTH OF
VIRGINIA. TERMS OF
SALE: ALL CASH. A
bidder’s deposit of ten
percent (10%) of the sale
price or ten percent (10%)
of the original principal
balance of the subject

Deed of Trust, whichever is
lower, in the form of cash or
certified funds payable to
the Substitute Trustee must
be present at the time of the
sale. The balance of the
purchase price will be due
within fifteen (15) days of
sale, otherwise Purchaser’s
deposit may be forfeited to
Trustee. Time is of the
essence. If the sale is set
aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall
be entitled to a return of

the deposit paid. The
Purchaser may, if provided
by the terms of the
Trustee’s Memorandum of
Foreclosure Sale, be
entitled to a $50
cancellation fee from the
Substitute Trustee, but shall
have no further recourse
against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney. A
form copy of the

Trustee’s memorandum of
foreclosure sale and
contract to purchase real
property is available for
viewing at
www.bwwsales.com.
Additional terms, if any, to
be announced at the sale
and the Purchaser may be
given the option to execute
the contract of sale
electronically. This is a
communication from a debt
collector and any
information obtained will be
used for that purpose. The
sale is subject to seller
confirmation. Substitute
Trustee: Equity Trustees,
LLC, 8100 Three Chopt
Road, Suite 240, Richmond,
VA 23229. For more
information contact: BWW
Law Group, LLC,

attorneys for Equity
Trustees, LLC, 6003
Executive Blvd, Suite 101,
Rockville, MD 20852, 301-
961-

SALEM TiMESweREGISTER

Order of

Publication
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-

316,20-104
Case No.CL23001019-00
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Circuit Court, 55 EAST
MAIN STREET, SUITE 1,
CHRISTIANSBURG, VA
24073 Commonwealth of
Virginia, in re AUDREY
HUMPHREYS v.
COMMONWEALTH OF
VIRGINIA
The object of this suit is to:
NAME CHANGE OF A
MINOR: ANGEL
JUANDIEGO

HUMPHREYS.

It is ORDERED that
MIGUEL JUANDIEGO
GONZALEZ appear at the

Legals -
Montgomery
County

above-named court and
protect his/her interests on
or before
AUGUST 21, 2023.
JUNE 8,2023
K.MIKE FLEENOR,JR.
JUDGE

Legals - Roanoke

ABC NOTICE

MEERA FOOD LLC.,
trading as M & M MARKET,
1102 Orange Ave NW,
Roanoke, VA. 24017-6324

The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC)
AUTHORITY for a Wine and
Beer, OFF Premises license
to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages.

Vivek Dattani, owner.

NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC
no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the
first of two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

STATEWIDE

ADS

AUCTIONS

REAL ESTATE AUCTION. SATUR-
DAY JUNE 24, 2023 - 11:00AM.
64+- ACRES IN TWO TRACTS
HOMESITE W/1576 SF. BEAUTI-
FUL 5-ACRE POND AND TIMBER.
4108 Sam Powell Dairy Rd -Roa-
noke Rapids, NC. Info: https://
www.stoneauctionandrealty.
com/auction-services Auction#:
NCAL#561

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Advertise
your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. Afford-
able Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target audiences.
Call this paper or Landon Clark at
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Now Offering Financing! Ronnie
Jenkins Il Windows, Siding, Roof-
ing and Gutters! FREE Estimates!
Call 804-739-8207 for More De-
tails! American Made Products!

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during
utility power outages, so your
home and family stay safe and
comfortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty ($695
valuel). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting
material - steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time Of-
fer - $500 Discount + Additional
10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your dreams for
as little as $149/month! BCl Bath
& Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home
consultation now and SAVE 15%!
Call Today! 1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$475+$86 court cost.
WILLS-$295.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion
time twenty-one days. Hilton
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB
Member.  https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit! Call
888-608-4974

FREE high speed internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veter-
ans Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus offer: Android tablet
FREE with one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping & handling. Call
Maxsip Telecom today! 1-855-
970-1995

Caring for an aging loved one?
Wondering about options like
senior-living communities and
in-home care? Caring.com’s Fam-
ily Advisors are here to help take
the guesswork out of senior care
for you and your family. Call for
your FREE, no-obligation consul-
tation: 1-844-494-0682

News Messe
News Messenger,

STATEWIDE
ADS

=
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RADFORD NexsJournal

The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

STATEWIDE
ADS

1000 OFF
AND

No Payments & No Interest

For 18 Months™
OFFER EXPIRES 6.30.2023
Incude produc and lobor bthub,shover or walki tb and wall uround.
w BATH & This promafion tannot b combined vih ay ofer offer, Othr esticions may
SHOWER appy. This offer expires 6/30/23. ach dealrsip i ndependently owned ond
aperoted " ThirdpotyFnancig s ovalbl for foquofy See
pf 3\% (844) 945-1631 your deoler ordfals. ©202380 eyl Inc

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

€Rle

Metal Roofs

FREE FCTMIE.
1.844.902.4611

Expires 6/30/2023

Mtorul smings for wiktary, eakin
workers and first vespifders

L Call today and receive a

— _FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
“ PLUS $1600 OFF

J SAFENISTEP

WALK-IN TUuUB

[ 1-877-591-9950

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must
present offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

Prepare
for power
outages
today

WITH A HOME
STANDBY GENERATOR

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE

(844) 9471479

FRE

- A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a fulllist of terms and conditions.

7-Year Extended Warranty*

GENERAC
e

GENERAC

Leaf UFilter

PROTECTION

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

+10%+ 0%

15%

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE"

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS

FOREVER

SENIORS & APRFOR
MILITARY! 24 MONTHS**

1-877-614-6667

N A COMPANY OF
8pmEST  ENLEAFHOME

ESTAT

L0G HOMES

PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!®

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN

LOG HOMES is assisting estate &

account settlement on houses

L0G HOME KITS
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY
Model #101, Carolina, $40,840
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500

Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825

Model #403, Augusta, $42,450

—E—a

BALANGE OWED $17,000
BALANCE OWED $19,950
BALANCE OWED $14,500
BALANCE OWED $16,500

* Never been manufactured

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

NEW HOMES:  Serious Inaires only Call: 704 368-4528

* NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY
* Comes with complete building
blueprints and Construction Manual

Before Calling View House Plans at

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com
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Next Mingle at the Market concert coming up on ]une 24

The Mended Fences
band will be headlining
the second Mingle at
the Market concert
of the season on June
24. The local/regional
band plays country/
rock/rop/R&B/dance/
Top 40 hits.

The Mingle concert
series is sponsored
by the Vinton Area
Chamber of Commerce
and takes place on the
HomeTrust Stage at
the Vinton Farmers’

speed up entry.

Admission is $7 for
adults. Kids under 12
are free.

Bring your own chair.
No pets are allowed. No
outside food or drink.

Sponsors  for this
year's Mingle at the
Market concerts include:
Alcova Mortgage,
Coastal Insurance
Planning, MemberOne,
PFG, Mountain View
Real Estate, Fox Radio
910, ServPro, Winters

[\

Saturday, June
10th

PHOTO COURESY PATRICK PERKINS PHOTOGRAPHY
Mended Fences will be the featured performers at the 1 gl

bSaturaay, Juned ox
24th 2

‘ r‘ | Mended Fences

Market in downtown Storage, Bank  of :
Vinton from 7 to 10 Botetourt, the Vinton June 24 Mingle at the Market concert.
.m. War Memorial, Jason County, and RVTYV. SPONSORS
Food on _t_he Go .and Bgothe—Realtor, Blue Upcoming Mingle at the Market concerts are /\,‘ WINTERS .
Elote Alebrije Mexican Ridge Beverage, The jyly'8 (the Eric Wayne Band and Mark Osbourne), ometrus ek “RVTV @mw
Street Corn are this Vinton Messenger, July 22 (Glam’r Kiti and Adrenaline 6), Aug. 12 S‘mm\ae
week’s food yendors. Vertex Signs, Magnets (Filthy Souls and Gasoline Alley), Aug. 26 ($5 GALCOVA @ Membér),,
There will be the USA, Lotz Vi.n.ton Shake), Sept. 9 (Fuzzy Logic Band), and Sept. 23 . VINTQN  Bank of Botetourt E.'f'ei.lrfgb?t\)/f
usua-l beer garden— ID Chapel, Carlhgn (Five Shades of Grey). gw e
required. The Chamber  Clinic, TL Electric, Any organizations interested in volunteering at LOTZ S
asks that you have your HomeTrust Bank, the the Mingle events may contact the Chamber office | MGG - VINTON
ID out and ready for Town of Vinton, Vinton ,¢ 540-343-1364. Cra = RC :
volunteers to check to McDonald’s, Roanoke il & oo osstamsranceraning

S SERVICES
ECTORY

G

BUM
DIR

Lisa Martin, REALTOR®

Y/ Roanok] Serving the industry for 30+ years
= a"dpm:;_“:_m Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains
RADIO 1> Premier, REALTORS

L= — = (540) 597-0480
(S) A ST H M A v ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS Lisa@Lisa2buy.com « www.Lisa2buy.com
TALK AND SPORTS 1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
RADIO STATION 5 Daleville, VA 24083
540 404-9598 (Nielsen Fall 2022 book) - BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
1002 APPERSON DR - SALEM, VIRGINIA 24153 www.foxradioroanoke.com % [E E HomeServices

!:E @ A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

(540) 343-7109

CARPET
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE
FLOORS
Repairs » New Sales ¢ Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908

Licensed & Insured
carpetroanoke.com

Sunflooring Inc.
STEVE SMITH

With over 40 years of experience

"¥YMHC

Monroe Health Cenrer

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA
Phone: (540) 864-6390 Fax: (540) 864-6356

*Physical Exams * X-ray Services
* Laboratory Services * Acute Care
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Specializing in Hardwood Floors,
Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring,
Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile,
Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank

540-556-3100

ALERT PLUMBING Rory “Tater” Benson,

AFFORDABLE BATH REMODELING | H g onpo REALTOR®
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE SENIORS 540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office

PAINTING &
RESIDENTIAL
MAINTENANCE,

Gell:
540-293-4271

BEAUTIFUL WALK IN SHOWERS
COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICE
SENIOR DISCOUNTS  FREE ESTIMATE

CALL 540 537-2289 - 540 890-9272

tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Pl \IKD

EMPLOYEE I
gghoN%‘l‘E'ON REALTORS

CENTURY 21

Wampler Realty The best place to
. 64 Wendover Road find it, sell it,
& Daleville, Va 24083 .
Cell: 540-312-7792 buy it, and
Office: 540-992-2500 announce it
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com )

REALTOR®

SHERRYE Ve‘ ® Each office is independently

389-9355

FLESHMAN | owned and operated

Residential and WE BUY
Commercial COIN
Construction J
540-966-0688 COLLECTIONS G e <t o o e
- - 1 540.815.4007 540.309.5013 703.675.0876
PO Box 630 Top money paid
Daleville, VA 24083 FREE estimates l .
3800 Electric Rd.
www.southerntracellc.com =2l

Suite 202
Roanoke, VA 24018

Robert Furrow

Branch Manager

540.529.5772

Kaila Elam

Loan Officer

540.525.3899

%m RE/MAX

-‘*, - J ALL STARS

nd) v MIKE TRANI
S Ny REALTOR®
oA (540)960-0550 .
e, ) 1225 Roanoke Rd., P.O.Box 39, Daleville, VA
N \(zi\\ mikejtrani@gmail.com ContaCt us at UNIONM/;/RQG/;ZEE
% www.movetoroanoke.com _ _
u Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated 540 988 2420 ) B e |524LDow il estSiongaile 1o 4130 Kl Elm LO WL 2305821 VA

essorg
I.o LS 1713078 VA o amsz Al Robi L0 LS 235287 A MLC-SE3 VAT et Kosmars LS AMLS 160108
BT VAMLO-39631VA| 025021
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New police officer sworn in at Vinton Town Council,
Council tours Vinton History Museum

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Officer Andrew Hagy (on left) was sworn in as the newest member of the Vinton Police Department by Town
Manager Pete Peters at the Town Council meeting on June 20.

Vinton Town Council met in Chambers on June
20. Prior to the meeting, several members toured
the nearby Vinton History Museum to gain a better
understanding of an agenda item on helping to fund
the installation of a cargo lift at the museum— the
historic Upson House— which is owned by the town
and leased by the Vinton Historical Society.

First up on the agenda was the introduction and
swearing in of a new officer in the Vinton Police
Dept.— Officer Andrew Hagy. He was introduced by
Deputy Chief Tim Lawless and sworn in by Vinton
Town Manager Pete Peters.

Hagy, 29, is from Marion, Va., and a graduate of
Marion High School. He earned his bachelor’s degree
in political science from Radford University in 2017.
He then began his career in law enforcement with the
City of Roanoke, where he has remained until being
hired by the Vinton Police Dept. He was pinned by
his fiancée, Chelsea Mundy, and accompanied by
his mother, Amanda Hagy, and his sisters, Abby and
Anna.

Council held a public hearing on a proposed
amendment to the town’s FY2022-2023 budget
to appropriate funding for additional milling and
paving, economic development expenditures,
projected operational expenditures, capital reserves,
and stormwater projects in the total amount of
$5,329,163.16 in the General Fund, Capital Fund,
and Stormwater Fund.(A public hearing is required
when an amended budget exceeds 1% of the total
expenditures in the currently adopted budget.)

The budget presentation was made by Assistant
Town Manager Cody Sexton.

According to Sexton, when the town transferred
its water and wastewater utility system to the Western
Virginia Water Authority in July 2022, the agreement
allowed the town to keep the remaining fund balances
in the Utility Fund. The town had estimated those
balances to be $2.5 million and budgeted that amount
for capital projects in the fiscal year 2022-2023
budget. However, the actual amount of remaining
fund balances exceeded that estimate.

Retiring ..

Sexton noted that, in addition, several revenue
streams have outperformed what was anticipated in
the original budget for the past fiscal year. Economic
activity is up in the Town of Vinton, allowing the
transfer of money into the Capital Reserve Fund.

For instance, pari-mutuel taxes are $200,000 higher
than anticipated. Revenues from meals taxes are up
significantly, primarily due to restaurants that have
opened in the past five years, indicating that “they
are being enjoyed by the community with the town
reaping the benefits.” Revenues from cigarette taxes
are “robust.”

The Vinton War Memorial had a record year
of bookings, leading to increased revenues. Interest
rates are high, and the town has made prudent
investments which are bringing in about $25,000
per month in added revenues. The state sales tax is
also “robust” VDOT has unexpectedly increased
funding for highway maintenance which will pay for
more paving in the town. Due to a settlement with
Monsanto involving contaminated water, the town has
$246,000 to add to the Stormwater Fund. Remaining
ARPA funding in the amount of $1.8 million has been
transferred to the General Fund.

The list is long, but the takeaway is that the town
is in excellent financial shape and virtually debr free.
Council adopted the resolution to amend the budget.

Finance Director Andrew Keen reported that the
town has approximately $4 million in cash and $7
million in investments for a total liquidity of $11
million through the end of April.

Debbie Pitts, Treasurer of the Vinton Historical
Society, and Judy Cunningham, Executive Director of
the Vinton History Museum, briefed Town Council
on the proposed installation of the cargo lift at the
museum to enable easier access to the second floor of
the historic building. The original plan was to add an
elevator to the structure, but a price tag of $300,000
was too costly and changes to the building would have
been too extensive.

The revised cargo lift option, designed by Hill
Studio, will cost approximately $163,000 with no

PHOTO COURTESY VINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Historical Society has proposed a
campaign to raise funds for the installation of a
cargo lift at the Vinton History Museum to make the
second floor ADA accessible.

The Vinton

structural changes to the building and no loss of space
for exhibits. The lift will make the museum ADA
accessible and safer for staff and visitors; currently
there is only a steep, narrow set of interior stairs
to reach the second floor. Many of the museum’s
thousands of Vinton artifacts are heavy and difficult
to move from floor to floor.

Secking council’s approval, the Historical Society
proposed a fundraising campaign. The organization
has been setting aside funds for the “Rising to New
Heights” project for quite a while. They would like to
form a joint committee with the town, local businesses,
and community members to define and facilitate the
project. Council gave the “head nod” to proceed.

In other business, council adopted a resolution
appropriating $15,182 from a VRSA insurance claim
reimbursement for construction costs for water damage
to the Vinton Farmers’ Market during last year’s cold
weather to the Farmers’ Market Expenditure Account
for Special Programs.

Town Manager Pete Peters updated council on
several projects. Demolition will resume shortly on the
downtown block damaged by last summer’s fire. The
owners of the majority of the affected properties are
eager to rebuild and have hired an architectural firm
to begin planning,

Milling is underway on Cleveland Avenue with
paving soon to follow. There will be temporary
striping of the pavement until town-wide restriping is
scheduled.

The 3rd Street Lift Station project is in its final
stages; water meter replacement is also “in the home
stretch.”

The new Pollard 107 South restaurant plans to open
in July, once the ABC licensing process is complete.

The Vinton Police Department has been successful
in applying for more grant funding, receiving two
grants, one for $5,000 and another for $158,000.

The town’s annual paving program will begin in
August with approximately $1.4 million to be spent,

See Council, page 9

“I grew up in this probably won’t miss

area and wanted to in retirement, his
stay,” Watts said. “I response is  “the
had the opportunity to  Electronic ~ Health
join the Vinton group System.” In his 30+

years as a doctor,
there have been huge
changes in the medical
“with

and took advantage
of it. This has been
a wonderful place to
more

practice medicine.

“I  chose Family
Medicine due to
the relationships
and continuity of
care,” he shared. “It

is much more fun to
see patients you know
rather than strangers
and makes for better
care.”

His first day on the
job was July 17, 1989.
His last day will be at
the end of June 2023.

“The best chings
about my career are
our patients and all the

physicians and staff
with which 1 work,”
Watts said. “I have

also served as assistant
professor at Virginia
Tech Carilion School
of Medicine and am
Clerkship Director for
Family Medicine. The
third year students do
four weeks in Family
Medicine, and I oversee
their experience as
Clerkship  Director.
I have really enjoyed
working with them.”
One of those
students said, “Dr.
Watts exemplifies what
a  physician should
be— caring, involved,

enthusiastic and
devoted to life-long
learning.”

Asked what he

field,
emphasis on meeting
quality measures and
doing population
management.”

“Our health system is
facing huge challenges

in the future,” Watts
said. “We need to
make significant

quality improvements
so that we serve all
of our patients better.
I also urge our local
community to support
Bradley Free Clinic in
its efforts to fill a lot of
the gaps still left in the
system in serving the
underserved.”

Dr. Watts has two
daughters: Mary Page
who is an occupational
therapist at The Center
for Discovery in upstate
New York working
with autistic children;
and Annie, who is a
lawyer working with
Apex Clean Energy
in Charlottesville
on the legal aspects
of creating solar and
windmill farms.

His  plans  for
retirement include
traveling, cycling,
playing “bad golf)”
learning to “play the
guitar again,” and
volunteering at the
Bradley Free Clinic.

Since 1974, Bradley

Dr. Watts celebrated his upcoming retirement with colleagues (left to right) Ashley Dudden (Nurse Practitioner),

Dr. Elaine Renick, Dr. Mark Watts, Dr. Taylor Dayton, and Dr. Randall Rhea; back row, Derrick Barr (Physician

Assistant) and Dr. Timothy Beirne.

Free Clinic has been
a helping hand in the
community, serving as
the safety net for low-
income, uninsured
persons in the area.
Nearly 2,000 patients
receive no-cost medical,
pharmacy, dental and
behavioral health services
each year, thanks to a
network of 300 medical
professionals, like Dr.
Watts and Dr. Rhea.

Watts was honored
with a  retirement
celebration at the Vinton
War Memorial on June
16. The room was filled
with family and Carilion
Clinic  friends and
colleagues. Dr. Watts,
as usual, was grinning
from ear to ear.

—

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Dr. Mark Watts with colleague Dr. Randall Rhea, also of Carilion Clinic Family
Medicine in Vinton. The two physicians volunteer at the Bradley Free Clinic and
serve on its hoard of directors.
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Wayne

Wayne Edward Wray,
beloved husband, father,
and papaw, of Roanoke,
slipped peacefully from
this life and entered
the gates of Heaven on
Saturday, June 17, 2023,
at the age of 82. He was
surrounded by those who
loved him at the time
of his passing. He spent
the last month heroically
battling against a thief
called cancer.

He was born on
October 25, 1940, to
Henry and Mable (Lee)
Weray in the family home
on Bandy Road. He
was the fifth of seven
children.

Mr.  Wray spent
most of his 82 years on
Bandy Road near the
family home, where he
made a life with his wife

of 60 vyears, Barbara
(Booth) Wray. They
raised two children,
David and Kimberly,

and saw the birth of five
grandchildren.

Mr. Wray was well
known in the Mount
Pleasant community. He
spent time working with
the youth as a member
of Mount DPleasant
Baptist Church for over
50 years. He was also
an active member of
the Mt. Pleasant Lions
Club for over 20 years,
helping often with their
community  outreach
projects like Breakfast
with Santa and shopping
for at risk children for
back-to school items. He
and Barbara are current
members of Vinton
Baptist Church.

Edward

Mr.  Wray spent
time working at Wirtz
Florist,  Save-A-Stop,

and Norfolk Southern
Railway where he retired
after 27 years of service.
Wayne loved his family
and spending time with
them in some way. He
was always quick with a
smile or a laugh to help
you feel at ease. He liked
listening to southern
gospel music, especially
The Gaither Vocal Band
and spending time on
his front porch, usually
with a dog on his lap
or by his side. He will
be remembered by his
grandchildren for his
love of plants, his ability
to cook good chicken
tenders and cabbage,
his taste in afternoon
shows like “Let’s Make
a Deal” or “Law and
Order: SVU” and just
how nice and kind he
was to everyone.

Mr. Wray  was
preceded in death by
his parents, Henry and
Mable; his brother,
Willard, and sister-
in-law, Jewel, of West
Virginia; brothers, Jack,
Jim, and Danny; as well
as his only sister, Betty.

ECOIOgy from page 5

the Department of Environmental
Quality, and other environmental
agencies. There are PowerPoints and
classroom simulations. Students create
posters and complete art projects
involving whatever they are studying.

Wray

He leaves behind his
loving wife, Barbara; son,
David (Heather) Wray;
daughter, Kimberly
Parrish (Matthew), both
of Roanoke; brother,
Barry, and sister-in-law,
Dorinda (Payne) Wray,
of Elkins, W.Va.; sister-
in-law, Norma Wray of
Roanoke; as well as former
sister-in-law, Nadine
(Wray) Sigmon of Rocky
Mount. Left here to carry
on his legacy are his loving
grandchildren, Kallie and
Brody Parrish; Ethan,
Claire, and Mary Wray,
of Roanoke; as well as
countless cousins, nieces,
and nephews. He also
leaves behind his loving
dogs, Mocha and Prince,
who never left his side.

A special thank you
from the family to those
at  Gentle Shepherd
Hospice, Maggie, Mary
Lou, and Sylvia, who
helped care for Wayne in
his final days.

A Celebration of Life
will be held at Vinton
Baptist Church at 12

Noon on Thursday,
June 22. Mr. Wray’s
final  resting  place

will be with family at
Bandy Cemetery. The
family received visitors
at Oakey’s Chapel in
Vinton on Wednesday,
June 21, from 5 to 8 p.m.

In lieu of flowers,
memorials can be made

to Vinton Baptist Church

or to the Mt. Pleasant
Lions Club. Online
condolences may be

expressed to the family at
www.Oakeys.com; 540-
982-2221.

unique characters, such as Backwoods
Bob. Thank you, Mr. Galbreath, for
your hard work and creativity.”
Galbreath says he appreciates the
administrators at William Byrd who
give him support and a wide latitude

English.

As missionaries, his parents
generally worked to establish new
churches in Paraguay and assumed
regular pastoral care duties. The family
spent three years in Paraguay, before
another opportunity presented itself,
and they moved to Kenya to partner
with other missionaries in a Masai
village. Jo describes it as a “unique
experience.” There was no school to
attend. Kenyans spoke Swahili, some
English, and tribal languages. It was
a difficult year with little water, no
electricity, and lictle civilization. He
does have special memories of the wild
animals nearby and trying to “run
with the giraffes.”

Pastor Jo had first felt the call to
serve God when he was 13 through
a vision; God showed him an image
of himself as a worship leader. His
relationship with God intensified
during the year in Kenya. It was a
lonely year which allowed him to find
God as he asked for strength to get
through the experience.

His family returned to South
America after a year to serve one of
the Korean Methodist churches in
Argentina. To a 16-year-old, it felt like
God was making up for the difficult
year in Kenya with the blessing of
moving to the capital city of Argentina.

After researching colleges in the
United States, he elected to attend John
Brown University, a Christian college
in Arkansas, where “God had opened
the door.” He chose a Christian school
because of his experiences in Argentina
which putattending a Christian college
“in my heart.” He majored in Worship
Arts at JBU and served as worship
leader in a small Baptist church.

After  he  completed  his
undergraduate degree, Jo didn’t feel
ready for the ministry or attending
seminary. He thought he just wanted
to be a worship leader, not a full-
fledged pastor. He applied to different
churches and had the opportunity
to serve as a worship pastor in Los
Angeles for a year. He made friends,
liked the “LA experience,” and liked
his church.

However, while serving the church,
he found it necessary to work a regular
job to “survive” He found himself
feeling guilty for his focus on his day
job rather than spending more time
serving God directly. Through prayer,
he determined the path he was on was
not what God had in mind for him.

“God gave me the heart to go
seminary,” he says. He considered
seminaries in the Los Angeles area,
which were numerous, but “somehow

God led me to see Wesley all the way

He applied and received a
scholarship, with everything falling
into place in a two-week time
frame— “like it was meant to be.”
He had really never even thought of
an East Coast college, but

“God is sending me there now;
okay, I'll go.”

While in seminary, Jo served as
Youth Minister with the Korean
United Methodist Church of
Greater Washington in McLean,
Va. He discovered how much he
liked working with teens and young
college students, an opportunity
which he hadn’t had before. He says
his heart “got bigger for them,” and
he began to love the work.

He graduated from Wesley
Theological Seminary in May 2019
with his Master’s in Divinity.

When he was appointed to serve
as Associate Pastor at Thrasher, he
had no idea where Roanoke was
located. In fact, he had never heard
of it, and he had no idea what to
expect, but said, “God and the
Virginia Conference sent me here.”

In his farewell to Thrasher
Memorial (June 18 was his last
day), Pastor Jo said, “As I write this,
I am filled with mixed emotions
and feelings— grief, gratitude, and
excitement. It is with a heavy heart
that I am leaving you all, but I am
also filled with gratitude for the
time which we have shared. I am
blessed that God put us together
for God’s ministry and mission
through which we made so many
memories, even during the COVID
pandemic. I am grateful for the
ways my existence and identity
have been accepted, welcomed, and
embraced.”

He has always believed a big part
of his ministry is to answer the
call to be a bridge to unite those of
different backgrounds, generations,
cultures, languages, and ethnicities
as one church, one body, and one
community in Christ. His calling
is not about him but about God
calling him to serve others.

“While I am sad to be leaving, I
know that God has a plan for you
and me and I trust that He will
guide us. I will keep all of you in
my prayers and I ask that you keep
me and my new ministry in yours
as well. Thank you for being a
part of my life, ministry, and this
faith journey, and for making my
time here so special, unique, and
incomparable. I will miss you all
dearly, but I am grateful for the
ministry in which we have served
together, the life we have shared,

They create 3D biomes from shoe
boxes. They make homemade wind
turbines and test amperage.

The top 20 students are able to
attend the Earth Summit Conference
at Virginia Western Community
College to participate in environmental
activities on campus for a day.

WBHS Principal Tammy Newcomb
says, “Mr. Galbreath goes above and
beyond to immerse students in real life
environmental lessons. He often has
the students examining the viability
of Wolf Creek and the surrounding
woods around WBHS.”

A couple of years ago, William Byrd
started a new tradition of recognizing
teachers with a “Terrier of the Week
Spotlight.” Galbreath was in the first
group selected by students and received
this commendation, “He always makes
science engaging with his many fun
and creative lessons, as well as his

in projects.

He has been teaching for 34 years—
18 years at Glenvar High School
and 17 years at WBHS. He has also
taught some classes at Hidden Valley
and Cave Spring High Schools when
needed. He ran cross-country as a
student at Virginia Tech in the 1980s,
and coached at Glenvar, but gave that
up and became a house painter on the
side when his four children reached
college age. He is also an enthusiastic
sponsor for the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes Club which meets each week
at Byrd.

His hope is that students in his
Ecology classes will not just learn
about the environment, but more
importantly about the impact of
human activity on the environment,
and how they themselves are capable
of making a positive impact on their
community and the world.

on the East Coast in Washington, D.

C”

and the familyhood that we have

built together.”

Vinton Wesleyan Bible School
scheduled for June 25-28

Vinton  Wesleyan
Church will be holding
the annual Vacation
Bible School June
25-28 from 6:30-8 p.m.
The theme is “God of
Wonders.”

Toddlers, kids and
teens ages 2-17 will
participate in crafts,

games, and music,
and learn Bible stories
based on Exodus 3:14
in which God said to
Moses, “I am who [ am.
This is what you are to
say to the Israelites: ‘I
am’ has sent me to you.”

Vinton  Wesleyan
is located at 246

East Jefferson Ave. in
downtown Vinton. You
may sign up at the door.

For more
information, call the
church office at 540-
345-3385.

Submitted by Vinton
Wesleyan Church

W.E. Cundiftf Elementary wins Continuous Improvement
Exemplar Award, RCPS wins Innovative Practice Award

Debbie Adams

dadams@ourvalley.com

W.E. Cundiff Elementary School in Vinton has
been recognized by the Virginia Board of Education
with the 2023 Continuous Improvement Exemplar
Award. Roanoke County Public Schools has received
the Innovative Practice Award.

Ninety-three schools across the Commonwealth
received the Continuous Improvement Award for
2022-2023. To receive this recognition the school
can be Accredited or Accredited with Conditions
and must meet at least one of the following criteria:

. The school demonstrates an increase in the
combined rate for math, reading and science for each
of the past three years (2017-2018, 2018-2019, and
2021-2022), with a total increase across the three
years of ten points or more;

. The school demonstrates an increase in the
combined rate for two or more student groups in
reading and math for each of the past three years
(2017-2018, 2018-2019, and 2021-2022), with a total
increase across the three years of ten points or more;

. The school demonstrates an increase in
the Graduation and Completion Index (GCI) for
each of the past three years (2017-2018, 2018-2019,
and 2021-2022), with a total increase across the
three years of four percent or more; and the school
demonstrates a decrease in the dropout rate for each
of the past three years (2017-2018, 2018-2019, and
2021-2022), with the total reduction across three
years of 15 percent or more of the first year’s dropout
rate.

The Continuous Improvement awards criteria
were amended for 2022-2023 awards (based on
2021-2022 school year data) to remove chronic
absenteeism criteria since 2021-2022  school
year chronic absenteeism data was not used in
accreditation calculations for 2021-2022.

Roanoke County Public Schools was one of
seven school divisions and one school in the
Commonwealth which received the Innovative
Practice Award. RCPS, in fact, received two awards.

The goals and objectives of the innovative practice
must align with one of the following priority areas:

. Closing achievement gaps among vulnerable
and/or minority student groups.

. Developing an integrated STEM approach
to learning.

. Building genuine relationships with families
to support overall family well-being and children’s
healthy development.

. Elevating the quality and character of the
school environment and supporting norms, goals,
and values of the community.

. Retaining high-quality teachers.

. Developing life-ready students through
implementation of the Profile of a Virginia Graduate.

RCPS received the Innovative Practice Award
for implementing a system to promote a school
environment that cultivates students’ physical,
emotional, and intellectual well-being using Positive
Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS); having
a licensed health counselor in every secondary
school; violence and suicide prevention programs
and enhanced school safety and security.

Roanoke County, Roanoke City, and Salem
Public Schools were recognized for Developing and
Implementing a regional approach to the Student
Registered Apprenticeship Program with regional
businesses to provide students with apprenticeship
opportunities that could lead to industry-recognized
credentials and/or full-time employment to meet
local business needs.

The Innovative Practice recognitions are part of
the board’s Exemplar Performance Awards program
and are based on performance and practices during
2021-2022 and prior school years. The winning
divisions and school also include Goochland County,
Louisa County, Radford, and York County Public
Schools and Kempsville High School in Virginia
Beach.

“I congratulate all of the winners for developing
innovative practices that address the needs of their
students and communities and for implementing
them successfully over time,” Board of Education
President Dan Gecker said. “These awards recognize
the creative and innovative work of educators and
provide an incentive for other divisions and schools to
develop their own innovations to improve outcomes
and expand opportunities for students.”

“I am looking forward to visiting each of these
divisions during the next school year to learn more
about their innovations and see firsthand how
students are benefitting,” Superintendent of Public
Instruction Lisa Coons said. “I see every school
division and school as a potential laboratory for
innovations that could potentially inform statewide
policies and practices.”



PAGE 10 - THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2023 - THE VINTON MESSENGER www.ourvalley.org

Sowers attends 2023 GFWC Annual Convention

The General Federation of Women’s
Clubs (GFWC) held the 2023 annual
convention in Louisville, Ky., June
10-12.

Kathryn Sowers of Vinton is the
International Liaisons chairman and
“had the privilege of hosting the six
representatives of the International
Clubs from Belize, San Paulo, Brazil
and the Philippines.”

During the Opening Ceremony,
she introduced Tricia Pelayo,
president of the Belmopan Woman’s
Club, and Emily Carrillo, president
of the Belize City Juniorettes, both
representing Belize; Maria Tereza
Mendes, president of the GFWC
Cre-Ser Woman’s Club in Sao Paulo,
Brazil, Eliane Felix Okamoto,
and Luis Fernando Marmo, all
representing Sao Paulo; and Linda
Gonzalez, president of the National
Federation of Women’s Clubs of the
Philippines.

At the convention, awards
were presented to the states for

projects completed, workshops o ; ey - . T ‘\L
held, speakers on Food Insecurity, - "' . — . . P A
Canine Companions, and micro- Kathryn Sowers (on left) escorting Linda Bonzalez, president of the National Federation of Women’s Clubs of the Philippines,

volunteering. ~ Members  also At the GFWC Annual Convention in Louisville, Ky.

participated in a service project —
no-sew blankets for dogs.

Under Sowers, the GFWC
International Liaisons Committee
meets regularly with the International
Clubs via Zoom.

The GFWC, both locally,
nationally, and internationally, is
distinguished from other service
organizations by the breadth of its
outreach. The community service
programs span all areas of the lives
of members, their families, and
communities: arts and culture, civic
engagement and outreach, education
and libraries, environment, and
health and wellness. The organization
was founded in 1890.

The GFWC Woman’s Club
of Vinton is well known for the
members’ focus on domestic violence
and prevention of child abuse, as
they partner with the Vinton Police
Dept. in planting a pinwheel garden
at the Municipal Building each
spring to focus attention on child
abuse. They complete a wide variety
of community service projects
throughout the year — wherever there
is a need, they seek to meet it.

Submitted by Kathryn Sowers Kathryn Sowers announ

PHOTOS COURTES\.(.-.OI; KATHRYN SOWERS
The opening ceremony of the 2023 GFWC Annual Convention where each International Representative was introduced, and her country’s flag presented.
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Five William Byrd players were recently named to the All-Region 3D first team

Sophia Chrisley. Far right, coach Molly Cox was named the Region 3D Coach of the Year.

www.ourvalley.org

ALL-REGION 3D TERRIERS

William Byrd High School had players in all spring sports represent-
ed on All-Region 3D teams, but the most by far came from the 17-3-2
girls’ soccer team. Of seven Terriers who made first team All-Region,
five came from the soccer team.

In addition to being first team all-region senior Maddy Simmons was
the Region 3D Player of the Year in girls’ soccer. In addition, Byrd
coach Molly Cox was named the region Coach of the Year.

Senior keeper Sophia Chrisley was first team all-region, and
Chrisley and Simmons would also be named second team All-State in
Class 3. Also making first team All-Region 3D were senior defender
Maci Glass and two juniors, forward Addi St. Clair and midfielder
Claire Glover.

In boys’ soccer sophomore defender Ian Sigmon of Byrd was named
to the first team. Seniors Braden Crossan, at forward, and defender
Dylan Hughers were all-region second team selections.

In softball Terrier senior Haleigh Vaughan, the Blue Ridge District
Player of the Year, was named to the All-Region 3D first team as a
shortstop. Seniors Makayla Bell and Brooklyn Peters and freshman
Addison Clark were all Honorable Mention all-region selections from
Byrd.

The baseball team had no first team selections but had three players
on the second team. Senior James Purcell was named second team at
catcher, senior Evan Mullen was chosen in the outfield and junior Ian
Burnett was named at second base.

In boys’ lacrosse Byrd put four players on the all-region second
team, and all four are juniors slated to return next year. Second teamers
include Beau Brady at midfield, Dom Dulak at short stick defensive
middie, lan Vest on defense and Julian Pantoja in the goal.

For the girls’ lacrosse team, sophomore Annika Hylton was selected

second team all-region at attack. Samantha Martin, another sophomore,
was honorable mention at midfield.

in hoys’ soccer.

Haleigh Vaughan, left, is first team all-region in softhall and lan Sigmon made the first team
PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN & JIM DEVINNEY
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Annual Four on the 4th

benefit race returns to Vinton

After a successful 2022 event,

Boys & Girls Clubs of SWVA

American National Bank & Trust’s Four
on the 4th race presented by Fleet Feet
will be returning to the Town of Vinton.
The fundraiser benefits the Boys & Girls
Clubs of SWVA, which has a location at
Vinton Baptist Church.

The town has welcomed back the
celebrated holiday tradition to its town
limits, with the start and finish line at
the Vinton War Memorial.

The race course features a downbhill
start, less than 150 feet of elevation gain,
and a run through downtown Vinton,
including the Vinton Farmers’ Market,
newly developed Vinyard Station, and
the Boys & Gitls Club at Vinton Baptist
Church.

A free Kids Fun Run makes the event
exciting for the entire family. Four on the
4th celebrates the spirit of community
and the nation’s 247th birthday.

(BGCSWVA) currently serve students
ages 6-18 in 11 locations throughout
the region in all-day summer camps at
lictle to no cost to families. BGCSWVA
has locations in Montgomery County,
Franklin County, Roanoke County,
Salem City, and Roanoke City. The
event raises more than $30,000
annually to support summer programs
including field trips, academic support
and mentoring, and summer meals for
youth.

Underserved youth in the Roanoke
region benefit from American
National Bank & Trust’s Four on the
4th race, which annually attracts more
than 500 runners.

Register at www.fouronthe4ch.
com.

Submirted by Town of Vinton, Fleet
Feer

Cou nCiI from page 8

mainly in the neighborhoods behind
Kroger and Oakey’s.

The Midweek Crew of Pathfinders for
Greenways will be clearing the sediment
build-up from Wolf Creek Greenway
in the tunnel under Route 24. Vinton
Public Works will assist.

The Town of Vinton has received its
second EPA Brownfields Environmental
Assessment Program Grant in the
amount of $500,000. The first grant
for $300,000 leveraged funds to assist
in expediting projects for Gish Mill,
Vinyard Station, the Cleveland Mart,
and the proposed hotel.

Construction is expected to resume at
Gish Mill in September.

Planning and Zoning received a grant
of $218,000 to assist with development
of a community park at the former
Vinton Municipal Pool site.

Assistant  Planning and Zoning
Director Nathan McClung reported
on the June Community Development
Committee meeting. Topics of discussion
included an expansion of the dumpster
site at the Vinton Farmers’ Market in an

effort to support downtown businesses.
The Hotel Market Report and
Engineered Site Plan has been completed
and will be used to assist with financial
investor recruitment.

McClung said that the Planning
and Zoning staff will be working to
update the street light ordinance in order
to better manage light levels (control
lumens) for private street lamps that
are in the town’s right-of-way. This has
become an issue on Ramada Street and
McClung anticipates the complaints will
spread in the future.

In council remarks, Vice Mayor
Mike Stovall updated members on the
proposed playground for the Boys and
Girls Clubs of SWVA program located
at Vinton Baptist. The playground will
be located on the lot next to Lotz Funeral
Home. The property is owned by the
church. The project is in partnership
with KABOOM.

The July 4 Town Council meeting
has been cancelled due to the fireworks
festivities at the Vinton War Memorial
that night.

\
| |

PHOTO COURTESY VINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The proposed cargo lift at the Vinton History Museum would not change the
structure of the museum. It would be installed on the exterior of the building,
running from ground level to the second-floor window shown here with an air

conditioning unit.
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Left, Ellie Conner of
the Vinton All-Stars
pitchesinMonday’swin
over Salem in the 13U
opener of the Roanoke
Area Youth Softhall
Association(RAYSA)
tournament. Above,
Emmalee Harris rips a
double for the Vinton
girls and, right, Janilla
Henderson of the 10U
team pulls safely into
second. Tournament
action continues
this week, weather
permitting, at Darrell
Shell Park.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Vinton teams in RAYSA this week, baseball opens Saturday

The Roanoke Area Youth Softball
Association tournaments for girls
opened on a rainy night at Darrell Shell
Park Monday but all the first round
games were played. Vinton had teams
in the 10U and 13U tournaments and
this weekend the baseball tournaments
start at Green Hill Park.

Monday at Darrell Shell, on the
grounds of Penn Forest Elementary
School, Vinton’s 10U team lost to

South County Red in the opening
round. Tuesday’s action was postponed
by rain and Vinton was scheduled to
meet North Roanoke on Wednesday,
although rain was in the forecast again
at press time. All tournaments are dou-
ble elimination.

In the 13U bracket Vinton opened
with a win over Salem. The Vinton
girls were scheduled to play GSA,
a Roanoke City team, in the second

round when weather and playing condi-
tions allowed.

There is also a tournament for
17U but Vinton is not included.
Championship games in all three tour-
naments were originally scheduled for
Friday but may be moved back due to
inclement weather.

The new Roanoke Area Youth
Baseball Association tournaments
are scheduled to begin on Saturday at

Green Hill Park in Roanoke County.
The “Valley Series” is an end-of-the-
season all-star tournament for partici-
pating youth baseball teams.

On Saturday Salem and Glenvar will
open against each other at 12:30 pm
in the 10U tournament, with Vinton
against North Roanoke to follow. In
the 12U tournament Salem will play
Franklin County at 1 pm, followed by
North Roanoke against Vinton.

DIAMONDS ARE FOR WINNERS

I watched the coronation of King Charles in May
and was amazed at the gold and jewelry on display
in the crowns, crosses and anywhere you might stick
a diamond, ruby or sapphire. Then I saw the Chiefs
championship ring.

The Chiefs unveiled their championship rings last
week and they’re a sight to behold. It seems like
every year the current champion tries to out-do the
previous one, and I’'m pretty certain the Chiefs have
accomplished that.

First off, the ring includes 609 round diamonds, 16
baguette diamonds, whatever a baguette is, and four
marquise diamonds. That’s 629 diamonds on one
ring!! If I didn’t know better I wouldn’t think you
could get 100 diamonds on a ring, much less 629.

I’'m wondering who all gets those rings. Certainly
everyone on the 45 man roster and let’s say another
five or six on the practice squad. Let’s round it off
to 50 players.

Then you have the coaches. I checked the Chiefs
wed-site and they list 29 assistant coaches in addition
to head coach Andy Reid, so that’s another 30 rings.

Of course the owner and front office personnel
will be included, and a conservative guess would be
another 20. So, I’'m thinking about 100 of the real
rings will be given out.

I saw an article where over 700 rings were given
after the 2020 Chiefs won the Super Bowl, but most
of them were “replica” models that went to cheer-
leaders, support staff and the like. I guess that means

it’s not solid gold and real diamonds, but it would
still be cool to have.

So, let’s say 100 real rings are given out, and
that’s probably a conservative estimate. At 629 dia-
monds per ring that would be 6,290 diamonds. And
I know they’re not cheap, because when I bought
an engagement ring for my wife 35 years ago [ had
to save up for a year in advance, and it had just one
diamond. Thank goodness she’s not a Chiefs’ fan.

Along with the diamonds each Super Bowl ring
also has 35 custom cut rubies, since the Chiefs’
color scheme is red. And, get this, the top of the ring
comes off and inside Arrowhead Stadium is revealed
with a pair of Lombardi Trophies on the field.

“Winning a Super Bowl is the crowning achieve-
ment for an NFL club, and the championship ring is
the ultimate symbol of the hard work, dedication and
sacrifice that it takes from everyone in the organiza-
tion to reach this pinnacle,” Chiefs President Mark
Donovan said, via a press release.

Okay, that’s great, but I’d be scared to wear the
thing. It would be like standing outside the casino
counting 100 dollar bills. You’re just asking for
someone to hit you over the head and take off with
the ring.

And, in a more practical vein, how are you going
to get something out of your pocket? With 664
stones, counting diamonds and rubies, that has to
to be a pretty good sized ring. If you feel a sneeze
coming on that would be a challenge to get your
handkerchief out of your pocket in time.

From what I can see, this Chiefs’ ring might be
the most elaborate of all-time. A couple years ago
former Bucs’ coach Bruce Arians was at a Virginia
Tech football game and he was happy to show me
his ring. It was very nice, indeed, but I doubt if it had
over 600 stones.

I’ve been to the Pro Football Hall of Fame in
Canton many times, and one of my favorite displays
is the case with all the Super Bowl rings, starting
with the Packers in 1967. It was a ring you might
actually wear, but as the years progressed you could
see them getting bigger and gaudier every season
until now the Chiefs are basically wearing a jewelry
store on their finger.

Shortly after reading about the new rings I was
driving through Roanoke and saw a guy struggling
to push a shopping cart, loaded with all his worldly
possessions, up a hill. All that money going to bling
and some folks are struggling to get a bite to eat.

Makes you think.

GOOD START FOR SIPE AT VMI

Hunter Sipe, a 2022 graduate of William Byrd
High School and a product of the Terrier baseball
program, saw lots of time on the mound for VMI as
a freshman.

The 6’17, 185 pound lefty appeared in 23 games
for the Keydets, all in relief, pitching 36 and a third
innings. He struck out 21 with 11 walks and finished
the season with a 6.94 earned run average on a team

Hunter Sipe recently completed his first year at VMI.
PHOTO BY KEITH LUCAS

that was 26-29. His longest stint was on March 28
when he pitched four and a third innings against
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg.

Hunter had a 1-3 record. He picked up his first col-
legiate win on March 17, St. Patrick’s Day, in a 14-4
victory over Norfolk State. Hunter pitched three and
a third innings, striking out four with no walks and
allowing just one earned run.

In his senior season at Byrd Sipe was 7-1 with a
1.77 ERA, striking out 67 in 60 innings.

DEAN TRANSFERRING TO SOUTH CAROLINA

When Hunter Sipe pitched against Virginia Tech
this year former Byrd teammate Tyler Dean was in
the Hokies’ bullpen. That won’t happen next spring.

Dean, a rising junior, announced last week that
he will be transferring to the University of South
Carolina to pitch for the Gamecocks. Tyler is hop-
ing to get a little more mound time for the Cocks
after pitching just 16 innings in his first two seasons
at Tech. South Carolina was 42-21 this past season
and made it to the NCAA Super Regionals, where
they were eliminated by the University of Florida.

Tyler will be pitching in the Cape Cod “wooden
bat” league this summer.



