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Travis Anderson has been named principal at William Byrd High School.
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Travis Anderson named

new principal at WBHS,

effective this

The Roanoke County School Board
has named Travis Anderson as the
new principal at William Byrd High
School, effective July 1. He will replace
Tammy Newcomb, who recently was
named as the new executive director
of administration for RCPS.

Anderson grew up in Mechanicsville.
He earned his bachelor’s degree in
mathematics and a Master’s Degree
in Curriculum and Instruction from
Virginia Tech, and a Master’s Degree
in Educational Leadership from
Radford University.

He began his career with Roanoke
County Public Schools in 2012 as a
math teacher (mainly geometry) at
Cave Spring High School. In 2018,
he became the testing coordinator at
William Byrd High School. In 2020,

summer

he was named as an assistant principal
at WBHS.

As for how he came to be a Byrd,
“I heard from a good friend how great
the school was, so I jumped at the
chance to be able to follow him here.
I'd heard that the WBHS area is a
very close community, much like my
hometown I grew up in.”

As for his special interests, Anderson
loves Hokie football and seldom misses
a home game; in fact, he estimates that
he has only missed three or four games
since 1996.

He and his wife, Christine, have
four children, a 2-year-old, 6-year-
old twins, and an 8-year-old. They
are active members of Clearbrook

See Anderson, page 6

DAR presents prestigious
Good Citizen Award

to Claire Glover

Debbie Adams

dadams@ourvalley.org

The Roanoke Valley
Chapter National Society
Daughters of the American
Revolution presented the
2024 DAR Good Citizen
Award to William Byrd
High School senior Claire
Glover at the chapter
meeting at  Campbell
Memorial ~ Presbyterian
Church on March 9.

The DAR Good Citizens
Award and  Scholarship
Contest, created in 1934,
is intended to encourage
and reward the qualities
of good citizenship. The
award  recognizes and
rewards high school seniors
who possess the qualities
of dependability, service,
leadership, and patriotism
in their homes, schools, and
communities.

The DAR Good Citizen
is nominated by the faculty
at WBHS and voted on by
fellow students.

As part of the DAR
Good  Citizen process,
Glover was invited to write
an essay to participate in

the scholarship segment of
the competition. This year’s
assigned topic was “What
are the civic responsibilities
of a good citizen and why
are these duties, activities,
and behaviors important to
the shaping of America you
hope to experience?” She
read her essay to the DAR
members at their meeting,

Glover’s Essay:

‘A good citizen of
America. When hearing
this trait, who is the first
person  that comes to
mind? Is it your neighbor
that flies an American flag
from their front stoop? Is
it the lady in the grocery
store wearing an ‘I voted’
sticker with pride? Or is
it the litdle boy filled with
uncontainable excitement as
he waits to see fireworks on
the fourth of July? Although
all these people exhibit
characteristics of a proud
American, displaying civic
responsibilities of a good
citizen is so much more. A
good citizen not only shows
pride in their own country,
but represents a spirit of
camaraderie, shows selfless

behavior, and demonstrates
respect for others.

Our  nation  was
built on the importance
of  community and
camaraderie; without
it, our society would be
bitter and insufficient.
The basis of camaraderie
is companionship and can
be shown in several ways.
From a simple wave t a
stranger, to holding the door
for someone, camaraderie is
always about community.
Good citizens  represent
camaraderie in many aspects
of life, and always look to be
a companion to others. This
attitude of fellowship and
friendship creates a positive
society with citizens that
care for the well-being of
one another.

Among our often-selfish
society, it can be hard to
show selflessness. A good
citizen often looks to put the
benefit of other people above
their own. This behavior
can be represented in
numerous ways throughout

society. Although this task is

See DAR, page 4
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Roanoke Valley Chapter NSDAR Regent Gindy Higgins (on left) presented this year’s
DAR Good Citizen Award to WBHS student Claire Glover. She is shown with her
parents. Karenna and Eddie Glover.

The Roanoke County School Board
has released “Opportunity Ready 2023,
a video review of the state of Roanoke
County Public Schools.

“For 2023, we wanted to provide
our community a more comprehensive
report on the state of our schools,”
said Roanoke County School Board
Chairman Brent Hudson. “This video
format allowed us to share more of
our successes both inside the classroom
and beyond and share more about the
exciting things to come for our schools.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF RCPS

Members of the Roanoke County School Board presented the Opportunity Ready
2023 State of the Schools report via video this year. Pictured left to right are
Cheryl Facciani (Windsor Hills District), Tim Greenway (Vinton), Brent Hudson
(Catawha), Shelley Clemons (Cave Spring), and David Linden (Hollins).

Roanoke County Schools present ‘Opportunity
Ready 2023’ State of the Schools report;
graduation rate among the highest in the state

Produced by Roanoke Valley
Television (RVTV), Opportunity Ready
2023 features updates from all five
members of the Roanoke County School
Board (Chair Brent Hudson, Vice Chair
Cheryl Facciani, Tim Greenway, David
Linden, and Shelley Clemons), along
with key administrators.

“I  hope, after viewing this
presentation, our community will join
us in celebrating all the hard work of

See RCPS, page 5

WBMS celebrates ‘Drop
Everything and Read’

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Students and staff at
William Byrd Middle
School celebrated
National Reading
Month and Read Across
America throughout the
building on March 6

with their own version
of reading fun— “Dro
Everything and Read!”
The idea originated
with seventh grade
English teacher Tracy
Addison in 2022 after
she saw data which
encourages a universal

reading time

Braylon Hensley

staff members to model
silent reading alongside
their students. The event
on March 6 was the third
at WBMS. Everyone read

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS

that allows whatever appealed to
them for 25 minutes.
“Studies show that

reading just 20 minutes

See WBMS, page 6
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Miss Vinton Dogwood Festival, Anne Norman

Celebrating Decades of Dogwood Queens

www.ourvalley.org

Anne Norman was crowned Miss Vinton Dogwood

Festival Queen in 1991.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

The 2024 Vinton Dogwood Festival is
scheduled for April 26 and 27. Over the
next several weeks, The Vinton Messenger
will be looking back on past Dogwood
Queens leading up to this year’ festival and
the crowning of a new queen. Miss Vinton
Dogwood Festival 1992 Anne Norman
Young is featured this week.

In the early years of the Dogwood
Festival, each participating band
was asked to select a princess. After
interviews with a panel of judges, the
Vinton Dogwood Festival Queen was
chosen from among those princesses,
crowned, and then went on to reign at
the following year’s festivities.

In the early 1980s, the method for
selecting the Dogwood Queen (now
Miss Vinton Dogwood Festival Queen)
changed. According to Susan Teass,
who has been Dogwood Queen’s Court
Coordinator for many years, “A group of
Vinton’s leaders wanted our young ladies
to be a part of the official Miss Virginia
competition held in Roanoke each year.”
The Vinton Dogwood Festival Pageant
became a preliminary to the Miss
Virginia Pageant.

“Ruth  Thomas, Nita Echols,
William Cundiff, and several others
furnished the operating funds, created
the corporation, and joined the Miss

VINTON MESSENGER ARCHIVES

A gala was held at the Lancerlot in 1992 honoring the reigning Dogwood Queen and new contestants for the title.

Virginia organization, an affiliate of the
Miss America organization, with all of its
rules and procedures. Our franchise was
an “open pageant,” meaning that those
who competed were allowed to come
from any city or town in the state. Also,
the contestant could be attending any
college or university in the state. This
led to great diversity and opportunity for
friendships in our group of contestants.”

Thats how Anne Norman of
Martinsville was chosen as Vinton
Dogwood Queen in 1991. She was 21
years old at the time and a junior at
Virginia Tech.

Her biography in The Vinton
Messenger noted that she was majoring
in family and child development at Tech
with a minor in theatre arts. Her special
training included 18 years in formal
dance, tap, jazz, and ballet, cight years
in vocal, and four years in drama. Her
honors and accomplishments in college
included being a member of The New
Virginians, the musical ambassadors
for Virginia Tech; recognition as a
Seventeen Cover Model semi-finalist,
and assistant choreographer for The
New Virginians.

“The day I was crowned was so
exciting,” Young says. “I was traveling
with The New Virginians at the time, and
we had come off of a three-show weekend
the week before the pageant. I felt so
unprepared but had been encouraged to
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enter by my precious friends, Alberto de
Bobe and Gloria Jennings.

“I was the final contestant in the
pageant and was completely shocked
when I won the title. There were so
many girls that year, and many of them
had been finalists in the Miss Virginia
Pageant. I was completely honored and
overwhelmed to be selected by the judges.
It was a joyful and humbling experience.”

She was crowned by reigning Vinton
Dogwood Queen 1991 Paula Ketterer
and then became the reigning queen
herself for 1992.

Senator John Warner was one of
the grand marshals of the Dogwood
Parade, along with Nathaniel Howell, the
Ambassador to Kuwait.

Young says it was an honor to meet
Warner, and “he gave me the supreme
compliment of telling me that I reminded

him of his former wife (Elizabeth
Taylor).”
“On Dogwood Day, there was

a beautiful breakfast at the Vinton
War Memorial. We were interviewed,
competed in swimsuit, gown, and talent.
We also were judged on an on-stage
question.”

There was a poignant dogwood tree-
planting ceremony at the Vinton War
Memorial in memory of 1st Lt. Terry
Plunk which brought the festival to a
standstill as thousands stopped to honor
the Vinton soldier who was killed in
combat in the Persian Gulf War.

The 37th annual Dogwood Festival
in 1992, when Young was the reigning
queen, was held on May 2. Chris Keaton,
a WBHS and VCU alumni, served as
pageant director. Don Davis was festival
president. Parade marshals were local
elementary school students and surprise
cartoon characters. Renowned vocalist
Jane Powell headlined the entertainment
that year. A gala was held at the Lancerlot
honoring the reigning queen and
contestants.

Young went on to graduate from

Virginia Tech and entered the teaching
profession.

“Over the past 30 plus years, I
have taught all levels of students from
preschool, elementary, middle and
upper school,” Young says. “I owned
and operated my own dance studio for
14 years. Currently, I am a creative
movement, drama, music, and dance
teacher at Carlisle School in Martinsville.
I work professionally for the Barn Dinner
Theatre and the Community Theatre of
Greensboro on selected performances.

“My most favorite title of all has
been being called Mom by my 17-year-
old daughter, Scarlett Grace. She is a
fantastic musical theatre performer,
student, Christian, and the light of my
life.

“The Vinton Dogwood title has had a
profound impact on my life,” Young says.
“I was given the opportunity to represent
an incredible community of warm and
loving people. Most importantly, I met
Susan Teass, who has been a lifelong
friend— truly a treasure to me and to the
Dogwood Pageant. I still am in contact
with Alberto and Susan. I think of them
as family.”

“As their organization grew,
the Miss America Pageant became
encumbered in lots of fees and layers
of rules, documents to be certified,
papers to be notarized, lawyer’s fees,
etc.,” Teass explains. “Many of the
tiny pageants, ours being one of
them, could no longer afford the
personnel or funding required, and
town support dwindled to the point
that in our final year, our director
had spent over $5,000 in personal
funds to keep it going.”

The procedure for selecting a Vinton
Dogwood Queen changed once again at
that point, and the queen and her court
were thereafter selected from senior girls
at William Byrd High School, nominated
by the faculty and chosen by the panel of
judges. It remains the same today.

——PEOPLE, PLAGES AND THINGS —
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The Hendricks: table left, Chase, Kyle, and Valerie Hendricks; table right, Cade

Hendricks, Steve and Kelly Hellams.

By Angie Chewning

The Hendricks' trip
to New York was full of
sightseeing, great weather,
fun and family reunions!
The first family meet-up
was with Steve and Kelly
(Chick) Hellams who
were visiting NYC from
Charleston, S.C. Dinner
was full of catching up
with news of the present
and reminiscing about
the past. Laughs, tears,
and lots of hugs filled the
night.

Kyle, Valerie (Bell),
Chase, and Cade then hit

the ground running. A
guided tour of Ground
Zero and the 9/11
Memorial Park was full
of information and very
touching. A walk down
Wall Street and through
Battery Park wore the
boys out. No trip to the
city would be complete
without a visit to Times
Square.

Of course, the Apple
Store, trying out the new
Vision Pro was a must
while there. The Summit
at One Vanderbilt was
another must see. Nothing
like standing on glass

looking down 92 floors
to the street below! Canal
Street shopping, lunch in
China Town and a visit to

NYU were also crossed off
the list.
The second family

reunion came when
they met up with Tony-
nominated cousin Hunter
Bell (son of George
“Buddy”). More belly
laughs reminiscing about
the past and catching
up on what’s going on
in everybody’s lives these
days. They had so much
fun! They can’t wait to go

back.
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Community Easter
Sunrise Service

scheduled for March 31

Several Vinton area churches are coming together for an Easter Sunrise worship
service on Sunday, March 31, at 7 a.m. at Mountain View Cemetery in Vinton.

Thrasher Memorial UMC, Three Oaks Fellowship UMC, Vinton Wesleyan, and
St. Timothy Lutheran Church will be hosting the community-wide event. All are
welcome to attend.

=

Submitted by Thrasher Memorial UMC

PHOTO COURTESY OF SUSAN LEWIS
Vocalist Paul Sealey won first place in the regional Bland Music Foundation
Scholarship competition in Roanoke and will advance to the state competition. He
is a student of Susan Lewis of Vinton (seated at piano).

Vocalist Paul Sealey wins

regional Bland Music
Foundation Scholarship

Competition

Baritone Paul Sealey
won first place in vocals at
the regional Bland Music
Foundation Scholarship
Competition held on
March 10 at Our Lady of
Nazareth Catholic Church
in Roanoke.

Sealey is a student of the
Susan Lewis Music Studio
in Vinton. He advanced to
the regional competition
after placing first in vocals
at the district level at the
Vinton Breakfast Lions
Club Bland Foundation-

sponsored competition
on Feb. 11 at Thrasher
Memorial United

Methodist Church.
He will now move on
to the state competition in

Dulles on April 26.

Sealey won first place in
the district competition in
2023, as well. He is a high
school senior and plans to
continue his education at
Old Dominion University
in the fall in the Diehn
School of Music. His two
older brothers, Oliver and
Simon, are also students
at ODU and well-known
vocalists who studied with
Lewis.

At the state level, there
will be 12 finalists— two
from each district—sixvoice
and six instrumentalists.
First place scholarships to
be awarded are $2,500;
second place scholarships
are $2,000; third place,

$1,500; fourth, fifth, and
sixth, $1,000 each.
Scholarships must be
used within five years of
the state competition.
Scholarships are payable
only to a college or school
of music, summer music
program or to a private/
public music teacher.

The Lions Clubs that
are represented by the

regional  winners are
required to pay expenses
for the winners that

advance to the state level.

~Vinton Messenger staff
report

PHOTO COURTESY OF DENISE ASPELL

William Byrd Middle School students participating in All-District Band were (left to
right) Julissa Garcia, Sabrina Wray, Levi Whitcombh, and Emma Whitcomb.

WBMS students perform at All-District Band

Four band students from William
Byrd Middle School participated in the
2024 District VI Middle School All-

and performed an entire concert with
two new bands and directors the next
afternoon on Feb. 17. The performance
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Leffell Jr., Wilmore “Butch”

Wilmore “Butch” Leffell Jr., 67, of

Vinton, passed away peacefully in his

trips to their favorite places, Smith
Mountain Lake and the Outer Banks,

sleep on Friday, March
8, 2024.

He is survived by
his wife and partner of
34 years, Becky Leffell;
daughters, Tiffany
Leffell, Alisha Smith,
Whitney Lawrence,
and Ashley Radford;
grandchildren, Cierra
Radford, Wyatt Early,
Rylie Lawrence, Tre’
Gearhart, Kylea Early,
Cassidy Lawrence, and Hope Perdue;
mother, Shirley Leffell; brother, Jeff
Leffell (Margaret); sister, Lynette Jobe;
and many other beloved family and
friends.

He was preceded in death by a
daughter, Heather Leffell, and father,
Wilmore “Willie” Leffell Sr.

Butch grew up in Vinton,
graduated from William Byrd High
School in 1975, and continued his
education at Danville Community
College where he studied HVAC. In
those years, Butch also liked to work
on race cars with his best friend, Steve
Richardson. They raced at Franklin
County Raceway, but rumor has it
they never won a race but had a great
time trying! This fell by the wayside
as children started coming along and
Butch became a devoted father to
Tiffany and Heather then later Alisha,
Whitney, and Ashley.

Butch met Becky, with
encouragement from sister Lynette,
and they hit it offt They would
continue to have many adventures
together including raising six girls,

buying their dream
home at Green Hill, and
spending time with their
many beloved friends
and family. They were
each other’s rock, and
a truer love story could
not be told.

Butch was the owner/
operator of Temp-
O-Matic, an HVAC
company in Vinton, and
retired after 50 plus years
of service. He was known throughout
the Valley for being fair and honest.
Butch took great pride in his business
and his van was a welcome sight
whether he was answering a call or
just stopping by for a visit. Over the
years he supported many community
youth activities in Vinton.

The family would like to especially
thank Good Samaritan Hospice for
the excellent and loving care they gave
Butch in the last weeks of his life.

Butch will be honored at Vinton
Baptist Church at 10 a.m. on
Thursday, March 14, 2024, for a
service memorializing his life.
Visitation was held from 6 until 8 p.m.
on Wednesday, March 13, at Oakey’s
Vinton Chapel. Memorial donations
can be made to Good Samaritan
Hospice, the National Kidney
Foundation, or to a local charity of
your choice. Condolences may be
expressed to the family by visiting
www.Oakeys.com. Arrangements are
by Oakeys Vinton Chapel, (540)
362-1237.

Powell, Bennett L.

Bennett “Benny” L. Powell, 75,
husband of Patricia Powell, went
to be with the Lord
on Saturday, March 9,
2024. He was the son
of the late Mitchell and
Lois Herman Powell.

-
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watch his grandchildren participate
in sports and dance.

In addition to his
wife of 55 years, Patricia
“Pat” Powell, he will be
missed and remembered

by his daughters, Kristy

He was also preceded in [T - i | Hodges and Kara Shafer
death by a sister, Anna '}, S\ P;’g (Jason); grandchildren,
Belle Gee. . .}L" Trey  Shafer, _ Noah

Benny was a 1967 3 N Shafer, Mitchell

graduate of William .
Byrd High School. He
worked for Norfolk

Hodges, Heidi Knight,
Madelyn Shafer, and
Clayton Hodges; sister,

Southern Railway for
more than 40 years. His passion
was the Vinton Volunteer Fire
Department where he became the
mascot in 1964 and a member in
1965, all while still in high school.
Benny would go on to become Chief
in 1995 and held that position until
2011, after which he remained an
active honorary member until the
time of his passing.

He enjoyed anything to do with
the outdoors, especially family beach
trips to Ocean Isle, N.C. He loved
beach music and hanging out with
his Budweiser Buddies at Bob’s in
Vinton, and was an avid UVA Wahoo
fan. Benny was especially proud to

Barbara Williams; as
well as numerous other family and
friends.

A Celebration of Life service to
honor Benny will be held at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, March 16, 2024 at
Thrasher United Methodist Church
in Vinton with the Rev. Rob Colwell,
Michael Catron and Gary Houff
officiating. There will be a time of
gathering following the service.

In lieu of flowers the family has
requested that memorial donations
be made to Three Oaks Fellowship
United Methodist Church, P. O.
692, Vinton, 24179. Expressions
of sympathy may be sent to www.
simpsonfuneral.com.
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was held at Blacksburg High School.
See Band, page 4

District band performance on Feb. 17.
The musicians met as two bands for the
first time late in the morning on Feb. 16
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From the Pulpit
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By Pastor Bryan Crouch,
Lynn Haven Baptist Church

A Study of Ephesians —

Our focus at Lynn Haven Baptist
Church for 2024 is on Discipleship.
Discipleship is the process of becoming
more like Christ tomorrow than you
were today.

We have been looking at the Book of
Ephesians over the past several weeks and
have reached chapter two of this great

DA R from page 1

seemingly simple, it not only makes a difference among the
community, but can also change someone’s personal outlook.
Through selfless actions, the attitude of society is altered, and
the sense of compassion is felt by all.

Respect is something that has been instilled among
society for years. In grade school, we are taught to respect
our teachers, ourselves, and our peers. I often question why
this sense of respect has been lost amongst my generation.
The loss of respect is often due to differences of opinions
and circumstances. A good citizen sees past these differences
and respects others regardless. Encouraging and upholding
this sense of respect for generations to come, allows a diverse
version of America with the freedom to voice opinions
without judgment or criticism.

America is built on the people; by prioritizing the kind
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‘From Death to Life’

letter to the Gentile believers in Ephesus.

After wrapping up chapter one with
several verses that explained the power
of God that lives within every believer,
Paul begins chapter two by explaining
this power should result in an outwardly
change in the believer’s life.

1-3

« »
used
in Jesus Christ used to

of disobedience”
« . . .
satisfying the cravings,

talk the

about how

and respectful treatment of others, the community becomes
more efficient and inclusive to all. Representing a spirit of
camaraderie, showing selfless behavior, and demonstrating
respect for others, not only represents civic responsibilities of
a good citizen, but also shapes America to be an accepting
and caring society. With the importance of people placed
above all else, differences can be set aside, and the growth of
a strong and healthy nation can be prioritized.”

Her essay has advanced to state competition.

Glover will graduate this spring from William Byrd High
School as a valedictorian with the Class of 2024. She has
consistently been named to the All A Honor since 2020. She
plans to attend a four-year university to earn her bachelor’s
degree in human nutrition and dietetics. Her career plans
are “to work as a registered dietitian consulting with patients
and helping to educate and influence them to better their
diet and health.”

Glover is the president of the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes at William Byrd, and a founding member of
William Byrd Young Life, which promotes faith-based social
opportunities for students and contributes to establishing a
sense of belonging and a welcoming atmosphere for William
Byrd students.

She is captain of the William Byrd cross country team
and of the girls soccer team. She was named “Most Valuable
Runner” in varsity cross country in 2020, Top Byrd 400
runner in 2022 and 2023, and won both All-District and
All-Region awards in varsity gitls soccer in 2023. She was
also a varsity guest player on the WB girls lacrosse team
from 2021-2023. She has been a member of Virginia United
Travel Soccer from 2015-2023.

She was the William Byrd representative for the Hugh
O’Brian Youth Leadership Foundation in 2022 as a
sophomore, developing skills to help take initiative and
influence others to make a change within the community.

She was nominated for Top Terrier in 2022-23 and
belongs to the Leo Club and Beta Club, and served as a
Junior Marshal in 2022.

Glover has assisted in many ways as a volunteer at
the Roanoke Rescue Mission. During the pandemic she

packaged and delivered boxes filled with food and supplies

Ba n d from page 3

WBMS  All-District  band
students were Julissa Garcia (7th
grade, clarinet), Sabrina Wray (8th
grade, clarinet), Levi Whitcomb,

believer “used” to live and things they
to be involved in. The believer
“follow the
ways of the world” (v.2), have a “spirit
(v.2) and focused on
desires and
thoughts of the flesh” (v.3).

Then in verse 4 Paul makes a HUGE
shift in his focus. That was then, BUT

this is now. Because of God’s great love

for us, His rich mercy and glorious
grace He has made us alive (v.4-5). We
are no longer a target for His righteous
wrath based on our sinful nature. We
have “been saved by His grace” (v.5).
It is not by anything we have done but
only the grace and mercy of God alone
(v.8-9) shown through the sacrifice of
His One and Only Son, Jesus Christ
that we are spiritually ALIVE!

for those in need. When the kitchen reopened, Glover spent
Tuesday evenings volunteering in the kitchen to help prepare
and serve dinner, helping to ease the responsibilities of staft
and give back to those around her.

She has also volunteered at Carilion Roanoke Memorial.
Last summer she served as front desk volunteer to assist and
escort patients and visitors throughout the hospital, which
resulted in building relationships, while also providing a
source of comfort to padents and families during a stressful
time.

“During college and throughout my adult life, I intend to
give back to my community through volunteer work,” Glover
says.

She has worked as a preschool teacher with 3-year-olds at
Second Presbyterian Preschool and as a babysitter for about
Six years.

Her hobbies are running, playing the ukelele, cooking,
traveling, and doing watercolors.

WBHS Principal Tammy Newcomb said, “In the
four years I have known Claire as her principal, I have
witnessed her exceptional intellectual abilities and outstanding
accomplishments in all areas of her life, particularly in academics
which are truly remarkable. She has consistently demonstrated
a deep commitment to her studies and maintained an
exceptional GPA of 4.28. Her consistent high performance
is a testament to her strong work ethic, dedicaton, and
determination in pursuing academic excellence.

“In addition to her academic accomplishments,
Claire exhibits exemplary leadership skills and academic
involvement. She actively participates in various academic
clubs and organizations, where she not only contributes her
knowledge and skills, but also inspires and motivates her
fellow students to strive for excellence.”

William Byrd chemistry teacher Melissa Carr says, “Claire
is an extremely talented and gifted young woman who has
impressed me with her academic achievements as well as her
empathetic, caring, yet fun-loving nature and drive. She sets
high expectations for herself and has a way of encouraging
those around her to do the same. She is ‘one to watch’ as she
is destined for great things.”

Glover is the daughter of Eddie and Karenna Glover.

(8th grade, clarinet), and Emma

Whitcomb (8th grade, flute).
District VI stretches all the way ~ William Byrd Middle School Director

from Lynchburg to Blacksburg,.

Submitted by Denise Aspell,

of Bands

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane,
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465.
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM,
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening
Worship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWA-

NA 6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Wash-
ington Avenue, Vinton. Rev. Dr. Travis Russell,
343-7685. Sunday Services: Sunday School

4

TRUST THE TRUTH
Read 2 Timothy 1:1 through 4:22

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a work-

9:15AM, Morning Worship 10:30 AM, Wednes-
day Services: Worship, Bible Study, Children’s
Choirs and Youth Ministry at 6:15 PM.
CHURCH OF CHRIST

DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST -
7165 Cloverdale Rd., NW Roanoke, 24019; of-
fice: 992-4385. Sunday Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.,
Worship, 10:30 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study, 6
p.m. Ladies class - Thursdays 10:00 a.m. Visit
our new web page: daleridgechurchofchrist.net,
it’s updated each week from local, national and
international sources with news of interest to
Christians. Take a video tour of our facilities.
Read articles taken from the word of God that

er who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles
the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15).

The Greek word orthotomeo, translated here as “correctly han-
dles,” is rendered “rightly dividing” in other versions.

It carries the idea of cutting straight like a surgeon and getting
to the heart of the matter. Paul’s letters to Timothy emphasize
sound doctrine, which must be taught in the churches so believ-
ers will be established in the truth. Is false teaching being ad-
vocated? Stand firm on God’s truth. Do unbelievers mock our
Christian life? Stand firm on God’s truth.

We are all to be students of God’s Word—diligently studying
it, faithfully putting it into practice in our daily lives, and ef-

fectively sharing it. We should never be ashamed to be identified |
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with Christ, nor do we want to be embarrassed by our lack of

apply to our lives today. View a new sermon
each week. Dale Ridge is reaching out to the

Roanoke/Botetourt area with the good news of &

Jesus Christ. Come join our plea to return to the
Bible. We believe in the inspired Word of God
which is as relevant today as it was when it was
written. We believe in the Holy Spirit is a gift,
given to every Christian when we respond to
the Gospel as taught in the context of Acts 2 and
emphasized in verse 38. We believe Jesus is the
only means of our salvation. (Acts 4:12) Is this
your time to make a choice? (John 16:13) Have
you been looking for a church family that’s led
by the Holy Spirit into all truth? (John 13:35)
You will know we are His disciples by our love
for one another. Follow the advice of Philip
when he told Nathanael about Jesus in (John
1:46) “Come and See.”

CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister,
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednes-
day Bible Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR

ECKANKAR, THE PATH OF SPIRIT-
UAL FREEDOM, is a simple teaching that
focuses on the Light and Sound of God to help
people find more love in their life. The Roanoke
Eckankar Center is located at 1420 3rd St. SW,
Roanoke, VA 24016. A spiritual event is held
on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 10:30 a.m.
Since contracting COVID-19 may still be pos-

1 preparation for witnessing.

{1 God’s Spirit in sharing it with others.

{{ Quicklook: 2 Timothy 2:7-15
LS e L R R

sible, please take the health steps that are best for you. It is
appreciated that by attending you are taking responsibility
for your own health. Visit www.eck-va.org, www.meetup.
com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences * Group™* or call 540-
353-5365 for other Eckankar programs and for more infor-
mation about how the teachings of Eckankar can lead you
to spiritual freedom.
FOURSQUARE

EVANGEL CHURCH - 2330 Hardy Road, Vinton (corner
of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 540-982-3694, www.
evangel4sq.com, Pastor Tim Wright. Worship Service Sun-
day, 10AM. Bible Study Wednesday 11AM-12PM.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 Har-
dy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. Da-
vis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Worship
11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave.,
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday

We need to be ready with knowledge of the truth and guided by

| Thought for Today: Train in the truth and trust its teaching.

i If you would like to see your church

]
services listed here in the Vinton
Messenger contact Tucker Frye at
540-473-2741 or email
tfrye@ourvalley.org 1
T ——
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.
PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842;
cmpc2verizon.net  Sunday school 9:45am, Worship
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session;
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch
Class 9:00am; Ist Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir
7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s
Breakfast 8:00am. Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School
- 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN

VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson
Ave., Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all
ages, 10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Chil-
dren - Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30
PM.
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our students, staff and parents this past year,” Hudson
said. He noted that the “heart of everything we do is our
C-Change Strategic Framework.”

School Superintendent Dr. Ken Nicely described
how the framework has become the roadmap for the
school system.

“At the heart of the C-Change Strategic Framework
is deeper learning—Ilearning that is engaging and
purposeful,” Nicely explained.  “Through deeper
learning, students utilize content knowledge to think
deeply, engage with what they learn, and become
prepared with a variety of opportunity ready skills-
-communication, collaboration, creativity, critical
thinking, and citizenship.

“Surrounding the heart of the C-Change framework
are key support factors. Learning needs to be engaging
and purposeful and it takes a lot of support to make
this happen. From maintaining and improving our
school facilities, to safely transporting our students each
day, to providing our students nutritious school meals,
and keeping our schools safe and secure, our support
teams work every day to provide our teachers with the
resources and facilities they need to help students learn
and be successful.”

“The C-Change Strategic Framework is our roadmap
for success and we're seeing that success,” Hudson said.
“The class of 2023 had an on-time graduation rate of
95.7 percent--among the highest in the state and well
above the statewide average of 91.9 percent. We have
maintained an on-time graduation rate of at least 90
percent ever since the state started this measurement
back in 2008 and our on-time graduation rate has
always exceeded the state average. Thanks, in part to
this high graduation rate, all our schools are, once
again, fully accredited by the Virginia Department of
Education.”

Hudson and Dr. Nicely voiced their concerns that
these distinctions are becoming more difficult to earn
each year. One reason is chronic absenteeism among
students, in addition to lingering effects of the pandemic.

“We believe strongly that learning is most effective
when students are in the classroom working in-person
with a teacher,” Nicely said. “During the pandemic, we
were one of only a handful of school districts across
the state that maintained in-person instruction, either
daily or on alternating days, especially for our youngest
students. We are confident that decision has paid off.

“While some of our students still have some learning
gaps to address, overall, our students have mostly
recovered from any learning loss that may have occurred
due to the pandemic, because most of our students
never experienced huge learning losses to begin with—
this was a direct result of having so much in-person
learning during the height of the pandemic.

“To help districts address learning loss and chronic
absenteeism, the state has introduced a new program
called ‘All In Virginia' that includes extra support for
students in grades 3-8 and support for the Virginia
Literacy Act, as well as programs to curb absences. Our
plan has been accepted by the Virginia Department of
Education and were working now to implement the
extra support for students who need it as a supplement
to the robust, effective instructional programs already
in place.

“Long before the state introduced their tutoring
program, Roanoke County Public Schools recognized
the need for free tutoring support for our middle and
high school students. Using pandemic-related funding,
we launched ‘Just In Time Tutoring’ in early 2023 to
provide 24-7 free online tutoring access and help with
proofreading for writing assignments. This has become
a game changer for many of our students who need a
little help completing assignments, improving writing
skills and preparing for key college assessments. Just In
Time Tutoring’ was a hit from the start and our students
continue to use this free service every day.

Nicely reminded viewers to “remember that tutoring,
acceleration, and remediation programs are necessary
and useful for helping students who struggle or have
unfinished learning. What is most important and
essential to the academic success of ALL students,
however, is the effective, high-quality instruction
provided every day by our classroom teachers and staff
in our 27 schools.

“Some parents and grandparents may remember
the old days when students sat quietly at their desks
listening to a teacher lecture. Those days are long gone.
Today, our teachers are like guides, helping students
discover answers to problems and work to discover
knowledge— far more than just telling our students
information.

“I wish every parent could sit in our classrooms
and see the amazing instruction our teachers provide
every day. After every visit to our classrooms, I'm
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reinvigorated and energized when I see engaging and
learning taking place. Teachers are working one-on-one
with students, and it’s amazing when you see a student
finally comprehend a concept — that “ah-ha” moment
when you see on a student’s face that they understand.”

Next was an update from Clemons and RCPS
Director of Career and Technical Education Jason Suhr
on the largest construction program in the history of
Roanoke County— the Career and Technical Education
Center now underway.

“This is an exciting time,” Clemons noted. “In a few
short years, our students will be able to learn in an all
new, state-of-the-art center for advanced instruction in
career and technical education fields.

“This new center will provide a modern, state-of-the-
art facility for our existing programs and offer the space
to add some exciting new programs such as HVAC,
collision repair, dental assistant and more,” Suhr added.

“We are proud to partner with many area businesses
and organizationslike Carilion Clinic, The Claude Moore
Charitable Foundation, the Blue Ridge Partnership for
Health Science Careers, Radford University, Blue Ridge
Color Company, Lawrence Companies and more.
We are actively seeking additional support from area
businesses.

“Career and Technical Education is a critical part of
the economic development of Roanoke County. CTE
plays a significant role in developing a skilled workforce,
and centers like the one were planning to build go
a long way toward expanding a skilled workforce to
attract new businesses and to fill jobs left vacant by
those who have retired. The new CTE center will be
an exciting, visual symbol of what it means to prepare
students to be Opportunity Ready.

“Earlier this year, we received proposals to construct
this new center along with renovations at two elementary
schools,” Suhr explained. “In December, the board
selected the Branch Group and RRMM to complete
these projects. Based on our current timeline, we are
looking at a possible completion date of summer or fall
of 2026.

“I'd like express the appreciation of the School Board
and the school system to the Roanoke County Board of
Supervisors,” Clemons said. “We value our relationship
with the board of supervisors and, together, with a lot
of discussion and careful consideration, we found a way
to find funding for this new CTE Center and funding
for badly needed renovations at two elementary schools.
We thank the supervisors and the citizens of Roanoke
County for making these projects a top priority.”

Suhr reminded businesses that the school system
is eager to partner with them in many work-force
development ways, including student registered
apprenticeship positions.

“The student registered apprenticeship program is a
partnership between school systems and area businesses
to employ students in their junior and/or senior years
on a part-time basis while working to earn an industry-
related credential,” Suhr explained. “After completing
the apprenticeship program, hopefully the company
will hire the student full-time and, ultimately, advance
to leadership positions within that company.

“Our regional student registered apprenticeship
program is the largest in the state and includes students
from Roanoke City Public Schools and Salem City
Public Schools.”

Greenway and RCPS Director of Facilities and
Operations Todd Kageals presented an update on the
renovation and expansion project at William Byrd High
School and two new projects getting underway soon at
W.E. Cundiff and Glen Cove Elementary schools.

“We're in the final phases of this project (William
Byrd) and we're on target to have things wrapped up
before the end of the school year,” Kageals noted.
“In all, this project involved making improvements
and renovations to more than 100,000 square feet
of the existing school and adding more than 13,500
square feet in new spaces. Renovations included science
labs, band room, weight room, media center, school
counseling offices, library, the main gym, and front
lobby. Additions included choir and art rooms, wrestling
area, a front entrance portico, and more.”

“This has been a great project, and the end result
is fantastic and something the entire William Byrd
community can be proud of,” Greenway said. “But this
isn’t the only project were working on. We're in the
initial stages of much-needed renovations at Glen Cove
and W.E. Cundiff Elementary Schools.

“Both were designed more than 50 years ago at a time
when open-concept classrooms were a trend,” Kageals
pointed out. There were few walls in the original
buildings.

“I'm in the real estate business and open concept is
great for houses but terrible for classrooms,” Greenway

noted. “With all this open space, it'’s very hard for
classrooms to not disrupt one another. I'm amazed
at how the teachers and students there handle this
environment every day.

“The teachers and students do an amazing job at
Glen Cove and W.E. Cundiff, but it is definitely time
to correct these obstacles to learning,” Kageals agreed.

“We're eager to get started on these projects, but it’s
important to remember that these aren’t the only needs
our schools have,” Greenway commented. “In our capital
improvement plan, we've also identified significant
needs at Northside Middle, Glenvar Elementary,
Hidden Valley Middle, Burlington Elementary and
Penn Forest Elementary. All these schools are more
than 50 years old and in need of substantial renovations
and improvements.

“Our students have needs that go beyond renovating
school buildings. We also have to look out for the needs
of students in many other areas. We're proud to have
developed a plan to upgrade or replace playgrounds at
all our elementary schools over the next 20 years — and
we're also focusing on playground space for some of our
most precious students with special needs.”

Facciani, along with the Mike Riley and Stephanie
Hogan, Executive Directors of Secondary Instruction,
shared more on “how we're taking the idea of being
Opportunity Ready to a whole new level. Not only do
our graduates leave school Opportunity Ready— now
they get to prove it.”

“It all started with the creation of the Opportunity
Ready Profile of a Graduate.,” Hogan said. “This profile
is a visual representation of the skills and traits a student
from Roanoke County Public Schools should have
developed by the time that student graduates.

“Using the Profile of a Graduate as a base, we started
the Opportunity Ready certification pilot program last
year. Throughout a student’s academic career, they will
develop a portfolio to provide evidence of that mastery,
beginning at the elementary school level.

“Students there start with student-led conferences.
You may remember going to parent-teacher conferences
where the parent and the teacher discussed the student’s
learning. With student-led conferences, we flip that
entire process. The student meets with the parent and
shows them the learning that has taken place. The
teacher is there to help guide the discussion, but the
student is the one who is presenting directly to the
parent.

“This approach gives the student the opportunity to
practice and develop important communication skills as
well as showcase their work while at school, reviewing
strengths and opportunities for improvement.”

“We carry the student-led conferences through
middle school and into the first few years of high school
with students creating a digital portfolio,” said Riley.
“By the time a student is a senior, he or she has collected
a significant amount of evidence to then use to prepare
a presentation to demonstrate mastery of the skills
and traits of the Profile of a Graduate. Those students
that successfully defend their portfolio will earn the
Opportunity Ready Certification, telling businesses and
colleges that this graduate has demonstrated proficiency
in key success skills and should have extra consideration
when it comes to job or college applications.”

“Its a very exciting and innovative process for
our students to showcase their learning and it makes
learning much more engaging and purposeful,” Facciani
concluded.

The report went on to detail how the school system
is making great strides toward ensuring schools are as
safe and secure as possible, implementing initiatives that
other area school divisions are only now considering.

“Over the past 10 years, we have spent millions of
dollars improving the security of our schools,” Riley
explained. “From physical improvements to changing
locks on our doors, to updated visitor screening systems,
additional cameras, and advanced notification systems
like Raptor, Roanoke County Public Schools and the
School Board have worked hard to make sure our
schools are safe places for students to learn.

“But we can’t rest on our laurels. We must always
be vigilant. We want to remain as proactive as we can.
That's why we constantly remind our students, staff,
and parents to report anything that seems suspicious or
concerning. Even if it seems trivial, it might be a sign
of something larger.

“Were very fortunate that the number of school
resource officers has grown considerably over the past
few years. Today, we have 18 SROs for our schools.
In addition, we have other police officers and sheriff’s
deputies who frequently visit and patrol our schools.

“We are incredibly fortunate to have a very strong

See Opportunity, page 6

cialty shops.

The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains, welcomes you to our community. Vinton, a town rich with histo-
ry, has over the years found itself to be one of a few communities that
continue to relish the past by offering an environment of a comfort-
able lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community fam-
ily. The town, with its proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith
Mountain Lake, provides many opportunities for those who wish to
stop and shop at our local farmers market or one of our unique spe-

If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals
throughout the year from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton

Celebrating The Town of V. TON!

Fall Festival. Each festival offers its own unique atmosphere. When you
are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if you never left.

The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban ser-
vices and amenities located nearby. The small town atmosphere is
characterized by a low crime rate; small, locally, and regionally owned
businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views of the mountains
and Blue Ridge Parkway abound.

Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to
provide a feeling of belonging, yet progressive enough to provide the
facilities, services, and conveniences that are necessary to make a com-
munity feel like home to its citizens.

ADVERTISE!

Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485
or email tfrye@ourvalley.org
to advertise in this space.

Want to keep up with local news,
sports and events?

SUBCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355
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relationship with the Roanoke County Police and
Sheriff’s Departments.

“Another key area of safety we continue to expand
is our capability to address the mental health of our
students.  Our school counselors seek to establish
productive relationships with students, parents, staff,
and community members. In addition, LIFE Counselors
provide individual and group counseling to students as
well as education on approved mental health, trauma,
and substance topics to our students, staff, and parents.
LIFE counselors and school counselors also focus on
prevention and intervention to promote academic,
personal growth, and well-being.

The report emphasized the important role parents
can play in keeping schools safe.

“Parents can report anything concerning or suspicious
to the Roanoke County Police Department or to any
school administrator,” said Riley. “If parents or students
see something concerning on social media — please

WBMS ...

report it, but do not share it. Sharing social media
rumors makes it harder for us to discover the source of
the rumor or post.”

In concluding the Opportunity Ready 2023 report,
School Board member David Linden and Assistant
Superintendent Dr. Jessica McClung shared a few of
the many successes RCPS has experienced in 2023,
including the PBIS program.

Linden identified McClung as “the driving force
behind our positive behavioral interventions and
supports (PBIS) program” which promotes a positive
culture in the schools.

“This is an ongoing program that encourages our
students to be safe, be respectful and be responsible,”
McClung explained. “We are using the PBIS program
to focus on school safety, coping with trauma, being fair,
for substance abuse prevention, bullying prevention and
suicide prevention.

“PBIS involves explicitly teaching, prompting,

modeling, practicing, and encouraging positive expected
social skills across settings and individuals. The key
word is positive. For many years, inappropriate student
behavior was corrected in a negative way — DON’T do
this... DON'T do that.

“Through PBIS, we want to emphasize and encourage
correct, positive behavior. If a student demonstrates
inappropriate behavior, we help the student correct the
behavior by emphasizing what TO DO. Students are
still held accountable for their actions, but we start by
making it clear what actions and behavior are expected.

The School Board expressed thanks to Mike Wray,
who retired from the School Board in 2023 after eight
years of service on the School Board and four years on
the Board of Supervisors.

The public may watch the “Opportunity Ready 2023”
presentation at www.rcps.us/opportunityready2023.

~Roanoke County Public Schools
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Principal Evan Noell

Jennifer Cabrera

Ethan Camper PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS

per day can boost test scores
significantly, improve
vocabulary, enhance creativity,
increase stamina for longer
high-stakes assessments, and,
most importantly, reduce stress
in both adults and students
alike,” Anderson noted before
the day of the event. “We chose
the date to coincide with Read
Across America week. I'm
looking forward to seeing all of
our staff members and students

take a break to drop everything
and read on Wednesday!

“Prior to the event, I made
and shared a power point with
the staff, who then showed it to
the students. It featured pictures
of students and staff members
participating in the past and it
talks about the expectations of
the event and the statistics that
show the benefits of reading
daily.”

Addison says in past years of

“Drop Everything and Read”
the response from staff has been
very positive and encouraging.
When randomly dropping
in on classes or peeking
through windows during
“Drop Everything and Read,”
students were obviously
engaged and enjoying their
free reading time— some
sitting at desks or tables, some
choosing isolated spots under
tables, and some stretched

out on the gym floor— with
a wide variety of reading
selections.

Student Nehemias
Maldonado, who was reading
a book involving robots, said
he enjoyed taking a break
from classwork. Seventh
grader Ethan Camper said
he has always liked to read,
especially  books  about
history. Grant Bartley favors
historical fiction and also likes

the break from routine that
“Drop Everything and Read”
allows. On March 6, Rylan
Lang was finishing up a book
for a book report—"Little
Princess”—but  generally
chooses mysteries.

“Lots of kids don’t get to
just stop and read if they are
involved after-school hours
in school, sports, and other
activities, so time dedicated
to reading is great!” Lang said.

Anderson from page 1

Baptist Church. Despite
his job responsibilities,

Anderson says the family
does find time for board

church activities.
Anderson has been

games and puzzles in
the evenings and many

the coordinator for the
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school on the renovation
and expansion project
that will be completed
later this month, with
students fully returning
to the building for
classes on April 1 after
spring break.

“Mrs. Newcomb is
| | leaving the school in a
good place,” Anderson
said. “I will scill turn
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to her for support
and advice in her new
role at central office. I
love working with the
William Byrd students
and the community, and
I am excited for the new
opportunity to lead in
this community. There
is a lot of positive history
and tradition to build

Yearly Print Only Subscription
$46.00 In County
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on.
“Mr. Anderson joined
the Terrier community
five years ago and
immediately immersed
himself into the school
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L PO. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724.

and community,”
Name said Newcomb. “His
commitment to
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teaching and learning is
something that sets him
apart, but his work ethic
is unmatched. He has
been an integral part of
the construction project
and without him I’'m not
sure how we would have
navigated the Covid
years. The WBHS staff
and students are in good
hands. I'm excited for
Mr. Anderson and look
forward to working with
him in his new role.”

“I've had the pleasure
of seeing Travis Anderson
brought in as an assistant
principal and grow in
this role,” said School
Board representative Tim
Greenway. “The teachers
at Byrd have nothing
but rave reviews to say
about him and sing his
praises every day. He has
managed our two-year
renovation on a day-to-
day basis with very little
supervision. I have no
doubt Travis will serve
our community well and
be a valued leader at
William Byrd.”

The School Board also
selected Philip Martin
as the new supervisor
of social studies for
Roanoke County Public
Schools. He is from
Botetourt County and
graduated from Roanoke
Catholic School, where
he was a standout in
basketball. He also

played basketball at
Radford University
where he earned his
undergraduate degree in
philosophy and social
sciences. He went on
to receive his graduate
degree from Radford in
Educational Leadership.
His wife is also an
educator, teaching
English and history.
Martin joined RCPS
in 2020 as a dean at
William  Byrd High
School, following
nine years of teaching
experience in Roanoke
City Public Schools at
John P. Fishwick Middle
School (U.S. History)
and at Patrick Henry

High School (World
History and World
Religions).

In 2022, Martin was
named as an assistant
principal at WBHS. He
says he had heard great
things about WBHS
from friends at Patrick
Henry and applied for
the dean of students
position when it opened
up.

In his free time,
Martin enjoys outdoor
activities— biking,

hiking, and kayaking.

~Roanoke County
Schools  and  Vinton
Messenger staff report

SUBSCRIBE TODAY'! 540-389-9355
at www.vintonmessenger.com
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Yard Sales - Vinton

Cornerstone
Antiques
Going out of
Business
YARD SALE

Selling contents of
utility building back of
antique shop
Saturday, March 16 &
Possibly Sunday March 17
Rain date following
weekend
123 West Lee Avenue
Vinton VA
Across from the Farmers
Market

Employment

Intuitive Surgical

Operations, Inc.
seeks a Quality Engineer
(QE-SS) in Blacksburg,
VA to coordinate quality
initiatives in product
quality, data quality &
process quality.
Telecommuting permitted
wi/i the area of intended
emp. Regqs MS+2.
$78,400-$106,000/yr.
Email resumes to
Hien.Nguyen@intusurg.co
m. Must ref job title &
code in subj line.

miscellaneous

When veterinary care is
unavailable or unaffordable,
ask for Happy Jack® animal

health care products for

horses, dogs, & cats.

H&H Outdoors 254- 2420

Legals - Botetourt

County
ABC NOTICE

15 PEAKS LLC, trading as
15 PEAKS, 5053 GLADE
CREEK RD. ROANOKE VA
24012.

The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC)
AUTHORITY for a FARM
WINERY license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic
beverages.

MEGAN SEIBEL,
MANAGER

NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC
no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the
first of two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

@%THE
&/‘ ASSIFIEDS-
{ingre tho Deals Arel

STATEWIDE
ADS

AUCTIONS

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide and in
other states. Affordable
Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target
audiences. Call this paper
or Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Vinyl Replacement
Windows Installed! Starting
at $350 Call 804-739-8207
for More Details! Ronnie
Jenkins Il Windows, Siding,
Roofing and Gutters!
FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details!
American Made Products!

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE
7-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call
1-844-947-1479 today to
schedule a free quote. It's
not just a generator. It's a
power move.

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors
available.  Guaranteed
to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off
installation + Additional
10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st

—
e
e

Legals - Botetourt
County

ABC NOTICE

Sunset Grille at Ashley
Plantation Inc. trading as
Sunset Grille and Catering,
2414 Country Club Rd.,
Troutville, VA. 24175-3920

The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE

CONTROL (ABC)

AUTHORITY for a Retail On
and Office Premise Wine,
Beer, and Mixed Beverage

license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic
beverages.

Donald Sutliff, Owner

NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC
no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the
first of two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

Legals - City of

Radford

TRUSTEES SALE

PARCEL OF LAND
LOCATED IN: West
Ward of the City of
Radford, Virginia
Containing 0.2479
acres, more or less

Commonly Known as: 1002
West Main Street, Radford,
Virginia

IN EXECUTION OF A
CERTAIN DEED OF
TRUST OF RECORD IN
THE CLERKS

OFFICE OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF RADFORD
CITY, VIRGINIA, AS
INSTRUMENT

NO. 201100838, DATED
AUGUST 29, 2011,
WHEREAS, BY DEED OF
BARGAIN AND SALE AND
ASSUMPTION DATED
SEPTEMBER 1, 2016,
RECORDED IN THE
AFORESAID CLERK'S
OFFICE AS INSTRUMENT
NO: 201600804 THE DEED
OF TRUST WAS
ASSUMED BY MARK
BROOKNER. DEFAULT
HAVING BEEN MADE

IN THE PAYMENT OF THE
DEBT THEREIN SECURED
AND BEING REQUIRED
TO DO SO BY THE
NOTEHOLDER, THE
UNDERSIGNED
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE,
AFTER GIVING
FOURTEEN (14) DAYS
DUE NOTICE TO THE
OWNERS OF THE

REAL ESTATE OF THE
DATE, TIME, PLACE AND
TERMS OF SALE, WILL
OFFER FOR SALE AT
PUBLIC AUCTION, IN
FRONT OF THE
RADFORD CITY
COURTHOUSE LOCATED
AT 619 SECOND STREET,
RADFORD, VIRGINIA, ON
THE 29 th DAY OF
MARCH, 2024, AT 10:00

STATEWIDE
ADS

Purchase. Plus 10% Senior
& Military Discounts. Call
1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your
dreams in as little as 1
day. Limited Time Offer -
$1000 off or No Payments
and No Interest for 18
months for customers
who qualify. BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options
available. Quality materials
& professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts

Available. Call Today!
1-844-945-1631
Safe Step. North

America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive

lifetime

Legals - City of

Radford

AM., THE REAL ESTATE
WITH IMPROVEMENTS
THEREON KNOWN AND
DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:

All that certain tracts or
parcels of land, with the
improvements thereon and
the appurtenances
thereunto belonging,
situate, lying and being in
the City of Radford,
Virginia, and described as
follows:

BEING all of Lots 28 and
29, part of Lots 27, 30, 34,
35, Section 1, Plan C,
Radford Land and
Improvement Company
Lots, containing 0.2479
acres (10,800 sq. ft.), as
designated and described
on a plat of survey entitled,
Physical Survey Lots 28, 29
and Part of Lots 27, 30, 34,
35 Section 1, Plan C
Radford Land

and Improvement Co. West
Ward City of Radford,
Virginia for Ronald R.
Sowers”, dated August 23,
2011, Job No. 565811, by
James Conrad Groseclose,
I, Land Surveyor, Mathews
and Henegar Inc.,
professional engineers and
land surveyors,

a copy of which is attached
hereto and made a part
hereof and reference is
hereby made to said plat of
survey for a more accurate
description of the property
herein conveyed.

Tax Map Number: 13-(5)-
SEC 1-27A-28-29-30A-
34A+

Account Number:
020000684.

Commonly Known As: 1002
West Main Street, Radford,
Virginia

SALE WILL BE MADE
SUBJECT TO ALL

Legals - City of
Radford

EXISTING EASEMENTS
AND RESTRICTIVE
COVENANTS AS THE
SAME MAY LAWFULLY
AFFECT THE REAL
ESTATE.

TERMS OF SALE: CASH,
SETTLEMENT WITHIN
FIFTEEN (15) DAYS OF
SALE. A BIDDERS
DEPOSIT OF TEN
PERCENT (10%) MAY BE
REQUIRED.

PLACE OF SALE: FRONT
OF RADFORD CITY
COURTHOUSE,

AT 619 SECOND STREET,
RADFORD, VIRGINIA

DATE OF SALE: MARCH
29, 2024
TIME OF SALE: 10:00 A.M.

Daniel D. Hamrick, PC
Substitute Trustee

By: Daniel D. Hamrick,
Agent
For Daniel D. Hamrick, PC

FOR INFORMATION
CONTACT:

Daniel D. Hamrick, Agent
Daniel D. Hamrick, P.C.
104 South Franklin Street
Christiansburg, VA 24073
(540) 382-0131

Legals - City of

Salem

Notice is hereby
given

to all interested persons that
the Council of the City of
Salem, at
its regular meeting on
Monday, March 25, 2024, at
6:30 p.m., in the Council
Chambers,
City Hall, 114 North Broad
Street, in the City of Salem,
Virginia, will hold a public

Legals - City of

Salem

hearing, pursuant to
Sections 15.2-2204 and
15.2-2285 of the Code of
Virginia, as
amended, to consider
approval of the following
requests relative to the
CODE OF THE
CITY OF SALEM,
VIRGINIA:

1. Consider the request of
E3MAG LLC, property
owner, for rezoning
the property located at 744
Electric Road (Tax Map #
155-2-22)
from HBD Highway
Business District to HM
Heavy Manufacturing
District.

2. Consider the request of
Pinkesh R. Patel and Sonal
P. Patel, property
owners, for rezoning the
property located at 1200
block Thompson
Memorial Drive (Tax Map #
20 - 2 - 4) from RSF
Residential Single-
Family District to HBD
Highway Business District.

If approved, Salem City
Council intends to adopt the
ordinance(s) associated
with the
above item(s) on first
reading, with a second
reading of those
ordinance(s) at a
subsequent
meeting.

Copies of the proposed
plans, ordinances or
amendments may be
examined in the Office
of Community
Development, 21 South
Bruffey Street, Salem,
Virginia.

At said hearing, parties in
interest and citizens shall
have an opportunity to be
heard
relative to the said requests.

THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA

RADFORD Yoy Journal

Legals - City of

Legals - City of
Salem

Salem

BY:
H. Robert Light
Clerk of Council

Virginia (Phone 3753032).
THE BOARD OF ZONING
APPEALS OF THE CITY
OF SALEMBY: Mary Ellen
H. Wines, CZA, CFM
Planning & Zoning
Administrator

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given to all
interested persons that the
Board of Zoning Appeals of
the City of Salem, Virginia
will hold a public hearing, in
accordance with the
provisions of Sections 15.2-
2204 and 15.2-2309 of the
1950 Code of Virginia, as
amended, on March 27,
2024, at 4:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of City
Hall, 114North Broad Street,
in the City of Salem,
Virginia, to consider the
following applications.

The request of Carol
Grimes, property owner, for
a variance from Section
106-202.3(B)(1) of the City
of Salem Zoning Ordinance
pertaining to site
development regulations,
for the property located at
2933 Phillips Brook Lane,
Tax Map # 290-1-3.9. The
petitioner is requesting a 4
foot rear yard setback
variance to allow the
construction of a 12 x 16
sunroom addition. Section
106-202.3(B)(1)

states that the rear yard
setback for the principal
structure in the RSF
Residential Single Family
zoning district is 25 feet.

At this hearing, all parties in
interest will be given an
opportunity to be heard,
present evidence, and show
cause why such requests
should or should not be
granted. For additional
information, contact the
Office of the Zoning
Administrator, 21 South
Bruffey Street, Salem,

BOUGHT.
THE CLASSIFIEDS DELIVER!

It’s easy to sell your stuff!
To place your ad, call 389-9355

Tl V' |

STATEWIDE

ADS

warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step
1-877-591-9950

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$475+$86 court cost.
WILLS-$295.00. No court
appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-one
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol.
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

Qurer Banks, NC - Vacation Renats

Over 500 Vacation Homes

Entire Outer Banks from
Gorolla’s 4x4 to Hatteras Island!

Oceanfront to Soundfront!
All price ranges!

@M W@m 7@/& @%Z &/e&fc@/@/

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE

when tackling your roof!

Limited Time 0FFer!
ChVE!

5 (tore

ON YOUR NSTALLATIN

STATEWIDE
ADS

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
888-608-4974

DENTAL  INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.

Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50plus.

STATEWIDE
ADS

com/virginia #6258

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii
plus dozens of other
popular trips! Starting at
$1649 per person (double
occupancy reqd.) YMT
Vacations plans everything,
leaving you to relax and
enjoy. Call 1-855-743-
0491 for more details. Use
promo code YMT2024 for
$250 off. Limited time only.

Become a Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance

Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

STATEWIDE STATEWIDE
ADS

Guide 1-888-366-7596 or
visit  dorranceinfo.com/
vapress

ADS

Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author's

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

1L 41000 OFF

% "" No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months”

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/24

|

“Includes product nd lobor, bohtub, shower o walkin fub and wal surround.
BATH & This promofion connot be combined with any oher offer. Gher resicions may
SHOWER apply. Tisoffr expires 3/31/24. Each dealeshi i independently owned ond
aperated. “Thir party fnancingis valole for those customers who qualy.
[5: éw (844) 945-1631 Yourdeler for defls. ©204 BC1 Ayl Ic

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS

['7'-
Leaf UFilter FOREVER

GUTTER
PROTECTION

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15% +10% + 0*

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE"

ENIORS APRFOR
MILITARY! 24 MONTHS**

Promo Code: 285

ﬁ:&(l)n%%rgf.s). 1C_g Ii4_gorize_ B, p— Reetiv & e Trvear ey i anelire EE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*
4611 ' purchase* - valued at $735. FOR 1-877-614-6667

0*orF

ATE
A COMPANY OF

 sam-spm,Sun: 2omEpm ST ZN L EAEFIOM E-

Call844-947-1479 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
e |

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire

for. wilkary, lneath
wmﬂf@?g‘r ﬁrs‘%%&re

FREE ECTMITE
€Rle 1844.902.4611_

“Terms and Conditions apply.
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BUNINESS §

www.ourvalley.org

ICES

DIRECTORY

540 404-9598

1002 APPERSON DR - SALEM, VIRGINIA 24153

X

and 104.3 FM

CBS SPORTS
RADIO

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS
TALK AND SPORTS
RADIO STATION
(Nielsen Fall 2022 book)

www.foxradioroanoke.com
(540) 343-7109

Lisa Martin, REALTOR®

Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains
Premier, REALTORS

(540) 597-0480

Lisa@Lisa2buy.com « www.Lisa2buy.com
1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101

Daleville, VA 24083

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

- ¥IMHC

Monroe Healcth Cenrter

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA
Phone: (540) 864-6390  Fax: (540) 864-6356
*Physical Exams * X-ray Services

* Laboratory Services * Acute Care
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

CARPET
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE

FLOORS
Repairs ® New Sales ¢ Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908

Licensed & Insured
carpetroanoke.com

Sunflooring Inc.
STEVE SMITH

With over 40 years of experience | |

Specializing in Hardwood Floors,
Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring,
Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile,
Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank

540-556-3100

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
\ 64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com

~ REALTOR®

WE BUY
COIN
COLLECTIONS

Top money paid

EADES & LOWER INSURANCE
5007 Carriage Dr., Suite 100 E—

P.O. Box 21483 'EL
Roanoke, VA 24018 RN

SHERRI STINNETTE HOLT
INSURANCE AGENT

Cell (540)819-9179 « Office (540)981-1124 | gﬁ
Fax (540) 981-1266 e

AUTO | HOME

SHERRYE E { Each office is independently sherri@eadesandlower.com
FLESHMAN sl owned and operated www.eadesandlower.com BUSINESS | LIFE
¥ * * * * 3 o L[] °
X ) *4 Residential and Wlndy Rldge Tree
L Commercial . .
Construction & Mulching Service
540-966-0688 Contact us today for a free quote!
PO Box 630 540-473-5176
o 2% Rf Daleville, VA 24083 Contact us at fincastletreedr@gmail.com
540-988-2420 - dvridactres
www.southerntracellc.com windyridgetreedr.com
STIHL PARTS & SERVICE
““ge New and Used Equipment & Parts Available on All Brands
Salg! Husqvarna « CubCadet « Toro « MTD « Murray « Echo

Colonial Title

and Settlement

Serving the Greater Botetourt & Roanoke Valley
communities with all your real estate needs
for residential, commercial, construction with
MLA services, Assist with 1031 Real Estate
Exchanges, Purchases, Refinances and More!!!!

Call Loretta, Debbie or Kristi
for your next move!

940-966-1260
1215 Roanoke Road, Daleville

SENIOR FOR
SENIORS

PAINTING &

RESIDENTIAL
MAINTENANCE

Gell:
540-293-4271

HARDWOOD
FLOORS v

o Cleaning
« Waxing
« Beautification

540-776-9591
Cell: 540-353-7908

Poulan « Honda « Mulch « Top Soil « Fill Dirt « Firewood « Sand
Gravel « Brick Chips + (Tandem Truck Hauling « Excavating + Grading)

Snecialized Saw & Mower, Inc.

+John King, President 3954 West Main Street, Salem

+ Shelley Buchannan, Mgr. (540) 380'3901

+ Jo Maitland, Office Mgr.

+ Credit Available
+ Equipment Rental

(Sales and Service) Pick Up & Delivery Available

King’s Hauling & Excavating, Inc.

+Housing Foundations ~ John King, President + Septic Tanks
«Land Clearing +Yard Grading
+ Stump Removal + Demolition Work

+Tandem & Tri-Axle

+ Road Building
+ Dump Truck Hauling

+ Pond Building
Free Estimates ¢ Licensed & Insured ¢ Satisfaction Guaranteed

B_eal (U 3954 West Main Street, Salem 4r| pn 'yﬁﬂ' ,,1}
Spring Rush! ‘

(540) 380-3901  LETIEI T

LHART

MOTOR COMPANY
GviIE ALY
Robbie Caldwell
540-444-4444

Want to keep up with local news, sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355

Where the Deals Are!

The best place to find it,
sell it, buy it, & announce it.

To place your ad, call 389-9355

ADVERTISE!

ADVERTISE!

ADVERTISE!

AUTOMOBILES
FOR SALE

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

SITUATIONS
WANTED

HOMES
FOR SALE

GARAGE
SALES
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PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN & SUZANNE WITCHER

Action from some William Byrd Middle School games in the past week. Left, Carlie Zimmerman of the girls’ soccer team handles
the hall in the Terriers game with Andrew Lewis in Salem last Thursday. Middle, Raegan Henritze(#15) slides safely into third in

Ms TERRIERS Byrd’s 18-2 win over Lewis in softhall at the Salem Civic Genter. Right, Carter Gray of Byrd rounds third and scores in Byrd’s 13-2
win over Northside in Vinton, keeping the Terrier baseball team undefeated at 3-0. As an added note, in the middle photo the Lewis
thirdbaseman is Katherine Wise, daughter of former William Byrd pitching standout Scott Wise.

Byrd tennis season opens

The girls split and the
boys dropped two to start !
the 2024 high school ten- |
nis season this week. Both
teams played on back-to-
back nights.

The girls played their
first two matches on the |
road. Monday at Bassett
they dropped a 2-7 deci-
sion but bounced back for
an 8-1 win over Hidden
Valley on Tuesday.

“We competed very
well across the board,”
said Byrd coach Randy
Bush. “The girls learned a
lot from the Bassett match
and were able to make

’ =
} f’ r % 'é" L

their individual adjust- [ e
rnents.”Very proud of this P
group. ‘

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN The boys had two ?
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William Byrd lacrosse teams opentoday | <. o Monday, |

ing to Bassett Monday, [*
The William Byrd lacrosse teams open today as both the boys and girls take on | 5-4, and Hidden Valley
Blackshurg opponents. The girls will be home at Patterson Stadium to take on | Tuesday, 7-2. Vi
the Bruins at 7:15 pm and the boys play in Blackshurg tonight. On Monday the Both teams are sched- [ ———— | ——
boys are at Franklin County and the girls are home again to host the Eagles in | uled to play Cave Spring ‘
Vinton. Here Byrd defenseman CJ Roberts brings the ball up the field in last | next, withthe boysathome
Saturday’s scrimmage against Jefferson Forest at Patterson Stadium. Thursday and the girls at Byrd’s Camden Thepsimuong hits a return in Monday’s
Cave Spring Friday. season opening match with Bassett.

DONTGETICAUGHT;
INMTHEESPRING, L‘B@@@”

MAINTENANCEISPECIADS j R
ON ALL LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT X"
PICK=UPISIDE RV, z
JAvailable,

CALS for
@E&
,

PHOTO BY JIM DEVINNEY

Toward Iales or Serwce
e

\
l A ‘
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Minimum Purchase of
$99.99. Coupon must be presented at time of sales or service. 2
I'm L | 8 RA _ A FEI WAl I W Tw L K (n‘ J f i

“TWO GREAT BUSINESSES, ONE GREAT LOCATION”

LANDFILL AVAILABLE

cALL TODAY, FOR SPRINGI spECIALS
House FoundationsieSepticiTanks

Clearing|LandisiYard{Grading
iflandemj&STi-AxleiDumpkirucki{lHauling
UtilityAWork¢kStump]Remoyal

Buildingje Building

5
all
{
Fi
-
7
»
\‘
=
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Cannot be combined with any other offers. Coupon must be presented upfront. 8 hour job minimum.
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SPORTS

Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 ¢ ourvalley.org

Quality pitching, experience and depth give Byrd hasehball team high hopes

The William Byrd baseball team is scheduled to
open this week, and as of press time opening day will
be Friday at Cave Spring. B

The Terriers have already seen some changes to
their schedule. They were slated to open at home
with Craig County on Wednesday, but Craig officials
called and cancelled that game without giving a rea-
son. The Rockets did play Glenvar on Monday of this
week and lost 10-0 by slaughter rule, so that likely
wiped out a sure win for the Terriers.

With the Craig game eliminated the new opener is
Friday at Cave Spring. However, several Byrd events
were moved from Friday to Thursday with anticipa-
tion of poor weather. The baseball game at Cave [ =
Spring was still on for Friday at press time but that |
could change.

“I really didn’t want to open with Cave Spring,” |
said Byrd coach Jason Taylor. “We’ve had to find
two more games. We added a third game for our trip
to Tennessee but we’re still looking for one more.” |

Whenever the Terriers play, they should be pretty |
good. They lost just two starters from last year’s 12-11
team, catcher James Purcell and centerfieclder Evan |
Mullen, and Taylor has the entire pitching staff back.
And, the 12-11 record is somewhat deceiving.

“We lost seven games by one run and didn’t win
any by a run,” said Taylor. “If we turn around three
or four of those games we would have had 15 or 16
wins.”

Jason is hoping the Terriers do just that this season
with a strong pitching staff. Seniors Blake Glover,
Cooper Minnix and Brenin Witcher and junior Brogan
Dent all return to give the Terriers quality depth and
balance. Glover and Witcher are righthanders and
Dent and Minnix are portsiders.

“If they throw strikes we should be pretty solid on
the mound,” said Taylor.

Senior Keller Spraker, juniors Hunter Obenchain
and Torin Bundy and sophomores Cannin Lutz and
Kylind Spence are also available to pitch.

Byrd graduated slugging Purcell behind the plate
and senior Noah Thompson will inherit the tools of
ignorance. Noah has excellent speed and he can also
play the outfield, and in that case sophomore Joshua
Vaughan would catch.

Glover or Dent will play first when the other is
pitching, and if neither are pitching the one with the
hotter bat will play. Israel Hairston will be at second
and Jerrett Shepherd and Hayden Eads can also play
there. lan Burnett moves from second to short and
All-Region Spraker returns to play third. Eads can
play any of the infield or outfield positions.
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PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Leftys Brogan Dent(top left) and Cooper Minnix(top right) and righthanders Blake Glover(below left) and Brenin
Witcher(below right) all return to the mound to give Byrd talent and experience.
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Walthall Park. Like last year, every game will count
as Byrd looks to play in the Region 3D tournament
and beyond.

“We’ll be better,” said Taylor. “We have a plan,

Others vying for time at the corners include Bundy,
Minnix, Witcher and Eads. Juniors Obenchain,
Landon Haithcock, Logan Beavers and Conner Amos
are all up from the jayvee team and looking to crack

Junior Kam McKee moves from short to cen-
terfield to replace Mullen and anchor the outfield.

the lineup.

It should be a good team and an exciting season at

and the way the region is set up every game will be
important whether it’s a district game or not.”
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William Byrd’s lan Sigmon lines up a kick.

Wmn. Byrd soccer team off to flying start
with wins over Bassett, Hidden Valley

The William Byrd boys’ soccer team is off to a fast start with two wins in
the first two nights of the spring season. Byrd won at Bassett High on Monday
night, 5-1, then beat Hidden Valley in Vinton Monday, 3-0.

Byrd got off to a quick start as Sean Minnix scored just eight minutes into the
season on a shot from 30 yards. Sergio Leon picked up an assist after gathering
a punt from Byrd keeper Bricen Lancaster.

“It was a great goal, and it rallied the team,” said Byrd coach Russell
Dishman.

Four minutes later Cole Kovacevic intercepted a pass and was able to play
Sergio through, where he beat two defenders to place a ball past the keeper low
and away for a 2-0 lead. The third goal came when Ian Sigmon headed a ball to
Cole Kovacevic who scored for a 3-0 halftime lead.

Byrd took a 4-0 lead on a Ben Guertin penalty kick in the second half. Bassett
answered for the Bengals’ only goal of the night, but Leon added a late score for
some icing on the cake. Lancaster finished with eight saves.

On Tuesday at Highfill Field Leon opened the scoring against Hidden Valley
with a goal in the 37th minute when he was able to get in behind and play over
the Titan keeper, and it was 1-0 at the half. The second half started well, and in
the 66th minute Thomas Bibby was able to get some space and play a ball from
35 yards out and beat the keeper. Guertin closed out the scoring with a 71st min-
ute penalty kick and Lancaster got his first shutout of the season with four saves.

The Terriers are back home Friday night to host Cave Spring.

“This is a tough week to start playing three matches in five days and the
travel Monday to Bassett was a long night to return to play Hidden Valley the
next day,” said Dishman. “We have two more next week. It’s a challenge to play
30 perecent of the regular season matches in the first two weeks. Hopefully this
risk pays off later in the season.”

Girls split first two soccer games

The William Byrd girls played a back-to-back to open the season and split
their first two soccer matches, both by shutout scores. The Terriers beat Bassett
at home Monday, 6-0, but lost at Hidden Valley Tuesday, 4-0.

Byrd got off to a quick start Monday at Addisyn St. Clair scored the first
two goals of the season with assists going to Emma Milliron and Claire Glover.
Ryan Markham had the third goal of the game off an assist from Mia Martin and
Milliron made it 4-0 at the half off an assist from Elena Mullen.

Byrd tacked on two more goals after intermission. St. Clair found Logan
Andrews for a score with 23 minutes remaining, then Markham scored her sec-
ond goal of the night off a Martin assist to top things off. Kadence Fernatt and
Bella Trumble split time in the goal for the shutout.

On Tuesday at Hidden Valley it was the Titans who got off to the hot start,
taking a 2-0 lead in the first half. The host team put two more on the board in
the second half to secure the win as Fernatt had five saves.

Byrd is now off until next Tuesday, March 19, when the Terriers go to Magna
Vista.
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Above, Byrd’s Claire
Glover pushes the
ball down the field
inMonday’sopening
night soccer win
over Bassett. Left,
Evan Brown (#4)
controls the hall for
the Terriers.




