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Miss Virginia competition marks 90 years

Emmeline Soyars

Excitement is building
as 59 exceptional young
women from across the
Commonwealth prepare to
compete for about $80,000
in scholarships and the
coveted titles of Miss Virginia
and Miss Virginias Teen
during the 90th anniversary
celebration of the Miss
Virginia ~ competition.
The event is taking place
this week, June 26-28, at
the Berglund Center for
Performing Arts in Roanoke.
The winners will advance to
the Miss America and Miss
Americas Teen competition
in Orlando, Florida in
September.

Becoming Miss Virginia
or Miss Virginias Teen
involves a process including
talent, health and fitness,
gvening wear, an interview
with  judges involving
the Community Service
Initiative (CSI) each young
woman has developed
and an on-stage question
to answer. Talent may be
a classic performing arts
talent or the “HER Story”

option—a 90-second
personal  story  shared
on-stage.

Hosted by The Miss
Virginia Opportunity, Inc.,
this historic milestone year
features 33 Miss Virginia
contestants (ages 18-28)
and 26 Teen contestants
(ages 13-17) and also marks
a record-setting year for
scholarships awarded.

The Miss  Virginia
winner receives a $26,000
scholarship;  semi-finalists
each receive a $1,000
scholarship. Miss Virginia’s
Teen  wins  $5,000.
Thanks to the generous
support of sponsors and
the Margaret R. Baker
Charitable  Foundation,
Inc., every Miss contestant
will receive a minimum
$400 cash scholarship paid
directly to their educational
institutions.

Several tuition
scholarships are also available
from Hollins  University,
Shenandoah  University,
the Edward Via College of
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Makenzie Lucas

Breanna Hess

and a notable increase In scholarshlps
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Savanna Holland

Osteopathic Medicine, the
Appalachian  College of
Pharmacy, Sherman College
of Chiropractic and the
University of Alabama.

The purpose of the
Miss Virginia and Miss
Virginia Teen competition
is to provide unique
opportunities for young
women to win financial
assistance in the nature
of scholarship awards
as a means of achieving
their education goals and
to create and maintain a
system of competition
which  will  enhance
opportunities and produce
role  models representing
positive  American values
and to encourage a spirit of
volunteerism.

This year's winners
will join a distinguished
sisterhood of changemakers,
advocates, and professionals,
including  four  Miss
America titleholders from
Virginia: Kylene Barker
McNeil  (1979), Nicole
Johnson (1999), Caressa
Cameron Jackson (2010)
and Camille Schrier (2020-
2021). These remarkable
women exemplify the life-
changing potential of the
Miss Virginia and Miss
America scholarships.

Contestants arrived in
Roanoke on Monday, June

Adriana Myles

23 for a week of rehearsals
and public appearances.
Judging began with private
interviews on \Wednesday
and Thursday, to be followed
by three nights of onstage
competitions:

. Preliminaries:
Thursday, June 26 & Friday,
June 27

. Finals
Saturday, June 28

This years competition
showcases diverse talents,
including:

. 22 vocalists
performing genres from
Broadway to pop

. 16 dancers in
styles from Latin ballroom
to lyrical and clogging

. Unique acts
including trumpet, partner
stunts, HER Stories, and a
live science experiment

Miss America 2025 Abbie
Stockard, of Alabama, and
Miss America CEO Robin
Fleming will attend the

Night:

Madison Marchant

anniversary celebration and
these specific events:

Alexia Williams

Robin Fleming, the CEO
of the Miss America
Opportunity, will deliver the
keynote address at the Miss
Virginia Crown Luncheon,
12 p.m. Saturday, June 28,
at Hotel Roanoke. Tickets
are still available at www.
missvirginia.org.

Miss Virginiacompetitors

. Style Show &
Luncheon: Abbie Stockard
serves as keynote speaker
for the sold-out Margaret
R. Baker  Charitable
Foundation’s Style Show at
12 p.m. on Friday, June 27
at the Shenandoah Club.

Contestants  will model for 2025 include:

red dresses to support . Breanna  Hess,
the  American  Heart  Miss Appalachia Mountains,
Association’s “Go  Red Community Service
for Women” initiative, a Initiative (CSI) The Power

of Pulse,
Dance

national scholarship partner.
. Crown Luncheon:

Talent Lyrical

Mary Bellakbira
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Marciana Castillo

. Kira Sledge, Miss
Apple Blossom  Festival,
CSI Bites of Hope, Talent
Musical Theatre Vocal

e Madison Whitbeck,
Miss Arlington, CSI Arts for
All, Talent Musical Theatre
\ocal

» Nivitha Periyapatna,
Miss Blue Ridge, CSI Own
Your Health, Talent Kathak-
Fusion Dance

e Abigale Jackson, Miss
Cardinal, CSI Pathways to
Wellness, Talent Classical

See Miss Virginia, page 9

Vinton prepares to celebrate another spectacular Fourth of July

The Town of Vinton
hosts many special events
throughout the year that
draw crowds from across
the region, but the one
that it might be best
known for is its Fourth of
July Celebration.

This year’s event is
scheduled from 6 p.m. to
10 p.m. on Friday, July 4, at
the Vinton War Memorial.
It's free, as always; there is
no admission charge.

A patriotic program
begins at 6:30 p.m.,,
followed by music and
lights from DJ Flex until
the fireworks show at 9:30.

Fireworks by Grucci
are the highlight of the
evening, but the children’s
activities are also high
on the list. Good news
— the crowd favorite
foam cannon pit will be
returning this year. And
it's always fun watching

See Fourth, page 8

COME CELEBRATE WITH US

VINTON
WAR MEMORIAL

814 E. WASHINGTON AVE

FRIDAY, JULY 4, 2025
I VINTON, VA

6PM-10PM

* FOOD TRUCKS *

COPPER DOG
DEB’S LEMONADE
DG ICE

HANGRCY

MUNSEY'S SMOKE SHACK
SOCIAL BITES

TINKER MOUNTAIN KETTLE CORN
TINKER MOUNTAIN SHAVED ICE

DUCK DONUTS
GET GLAZED
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Vinton Library presentation on June 23.

Why you should love
the incredible honey bee

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

The Vinton Library continued its highly
entertaining and informational Summer Reading
Program on June 23 with “Beekeeping 101
with Heritage Apiary.” Enthusiastic educational
beekeeper Vasilia McCrady kept an audience
ranging from preschoolers to seniors mesmerized

See Bee, page 8
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Educational beekeeper Vasilia McCrady (right) discussed all things bees at her







