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Fireworks by Grucci lit up the night skies in Vinton on July 4.

The crowd stood for the Pledge of Allegiance 
and national anthem at the War Memorial.

PHOTOS BY DANNY AND DEBBIE ADAMS
The foam cannon was the second favorite 
attraction at Vinton’s Fourth of July 
celebration, outranked only by the fireworks.

Vinton lights up 
the night sky on 
the Fourth of July

The Town of Vinton spent the entire day Friday 
celebrating the Fourth of July. Events began at 8 a.m. with 
the Four on the 4th Race and the Kids’ Run benefiting the 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Southwest Virginia. 

Approximately 500 runners participated in the races 
this year which began and ended at the Vinton War 
Memorial, sponsored by Fleet Feet, the BGCSWVA, and 
the Vinton Moose Lodge 1121. This was their 14th race 
and the fourth held in partnership with Vinton.

Friday night, thousands turned out for the family 
friendly Fourth of July celebration on the grounds of the 
War Memorial. They brought along blankets and lawn 
chairs for seating and filled the front lawn.

The party began at 6:30 p.m. with a welcome from 
Vinton Mayor Brad Grose who thanked the entire Vinton 
town staff for their teamwork in facilitating the Fourth of 
July event. He thanked veterans for “serving our nation to 
keep our people free.”

There were heartfelt thank yous from Director of 
Cultural Placemaking and Events Mandy Adkins to all 
involved in making this event possible year after year, 
especially public works, the police, and first responders.

Crystal Williams, assistant to the Salem city manager 
and former administrative assistant at William Byrd 
Middle School, performed the national anthem as 
spectators covered their hearts.

DJ Flex provided the music throughout the rest of the 

See Fourth of July, page 7

Significant progress visible at W.E. Cundiff renovation/expansion project 

Overlooking the new cafeteria and kitchen at W. E. Cundiff

Interior view of new cafeteria now under construction

W.E. Cundiff 
Elementary School on 
Hardy Road in Vinton 
gives a whole new 
meaning to the phrase 
“busy as a beehive” this 
summer as significant 
progress continues to be 
made on their renovation 
and expansion program. 

Roanoke County 
Schools Director of 
Facilities and Operations 
Todd Kageals has been 
presenting frequent 
updates on the Cundiff 
project during RCPS 
School Board regular and 
work sessions assisted by 
representatives from the 
contractors, Branch Builds 
and Skanska. 

On July 7, several 
members of the School 
Board (Tim Greenway) 
and Board of Supervisors 
(Phil North and David 
Radford) toured the 
facility with Kageals for 
an update. Branch Asst. 
Project Manager Enrique 
Longoria, Skanska owner 
representative Kamal 
Khalil, RCPS Project 

Manager Brian Dodson, 
and various other 
construction supervisors 
were on hand to detail 
exactly what is happening 
in the building at this 
point.

The of f ic ia l 
groundbreaking for the 
project was held in August 
2024. The Cundiff project 
is just one of three capital 
improvement projects 
underway in Roanoke 
County Schools. The 
others are at Glen Cove 
Elementary and the brand-
new Career and Technical 
Education Center on 
Peters Creek Road.

The Cundiff and 
Glen Cove projects were 
necessary because of their 
antiquated open classroom 
design—the only two 
remaining in Virginia. 

The construction of a 
new CTE Center (now 
known as the Burton 
Center for Arts and 
Technology) has been 
long-needed due to space 
limitations preventing 
the growth of existing 

programs and the addition 
of others needed by 
employers in the Roanoke 
Valley.

The project at Cundiff 
is expected to cost 
approximately $29.9 
million and enlarge the 
facility to 75,026 square 
feet. The School Board 
and Board of Supervisors 
worked together on 
funding to make the 

See Cundiff, page 4

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

The Four on the 4th Race begins at the War Memorial in Vinton.

The Kids Race kicks off from the War Memorial. PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Four on the 4th Race kicks 
off the holiday in Vinton

The Fourth of July 
celebration began early 
Friday morning in Vinton 
with nearly 500 runners 
coming to town for the 
14th annual Four on the 
4th Race – its fourth time 
in partnership with the 
Town of Vinton.

The race is sponsored 
by Fleet Feet and benefits 
the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Southwest Virginia, 
which has a location at 
Vinton Baptist Church. 
Vinton Moose Lodge 
1121 was the presenting 
sponsor for the race.

Prior to the race, Moose 
Lodge Vice President 
Jeff Janney thanked 
participants and explained 
what the Vinton Moose 
do to help the community 
– the list is long.

“The Moose Lodge 
is a fraternal and service 
organization with over 

900,000 members and 
1,300 Lodges across the 
United States and Canada. 
The Moose are dedicated 
to caring for children 
and seniors, bringing 
communities together, 
and celebrating life.

“Have you ever driven 
by the Vinton Moose 
Lodge on Washington 
Avenue and wondered, 
what exactly do the Moose 
do? Our 707 members 
do a lot of great things. 
To name a few: we help 
provide education and a 
family environment for 
underprivileged children 
at Mooseheart in Illinois; 
we help provide for the 
needs of our seniors at 
Moosehaven in Florida; 
at the local level we are 
engaged in community 
service and serving those 
in need.

“At the Vinton Moose, 
in 2024, we gave $249,000 
to charity, with a good 
portion of that staying 

local. Our goal is to exceed 
that amount this year and 
we are well on our way 
with over $130,000 given 
so far in 2025.

“My good friend and 
fellow Moose member, 
Jim Barker, approached 
the Moose board members 
about donating to the 
Boys and Girls Club. 
Their mission is to enable 
young people, especially 
those who need us most, 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Race, page 4

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Sr. enlisted Army member
 4. Payroll fi rm
 7. Monetary unit of Macao
10. Cooking vessel
11. Cow sound
12. Hairpiece
13. Spoon-shaped surgical 
instrument
15. Mother
16. Remove from record
19. Foolish
21. Mailman
23. Unit of data size
24. Stirred
25. Deceptive movement
26. We all have one
27. Direct from pasture beef 
animal
30. A person’s own self
34. Helps little fi rms
35. Deep, red-brown sea bream

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

36. Tumbler
41. A short section of a 
musical composition
45. Young woman (French)
46. Wings
47. Wine bottles
50. Thin layers of rock
54. Opposite to
55. American state
56. Uncertainty about 
something
57. Basics
59. Indian seaport
60. Owed as a debt
61. Buffer solution
62. Unit of work or energy
63. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
64. One point south of 
due east
65. Born of

CLUES DOWN
 1. Small stem bearing leaves
 2. Female Bacchanalians
 3. Mediterranean city
 4. Measures electric current
 5. Arrived extinct
 6. Edible butterfi sh
 7. Causing wonder or astonish-
ment
 8. Behaviors showing high moral 
standards
 9. Ancient Irish alphabets
13. Footballer Newton
14. Utilize
17. Sum of absolute errors
18. Opposite of the beginning
20. Shoe company
22. Algerian port city
27. Girls organization (abbr.)
28. Type of cell (abbr.)
29. Swiss river
31. When you hope to get there

32. Fall behind
33. Expresses distaste, 
disapproval
37. Volume containing several 
novels
38. Less sharp
39. Food for the poor
40. Having made a valid will
41. Royal estates
42. Relating to wings
43. Japanese three-stringed 
lute
44. Taking something through 
force
47. Angry
48. Before the present
49. Showy ornaments
51. Norway
52. Comedienne Gasteyer
53. Consume
58. Founder of Babism

To honor these dedicated people for the care and comfort 
they bring to patients and their families, Oakey’s has 
created the Hospice Caregivers Award Program. This 
program is open to all Roanoke Valley hospices and to 
any hospice employee or volunteer who provides care or 
support directly to a patient or their family. A winner is 
selected each month.

NOMINATE SOMEONE TODAY: 
oakeys.com/hospice-caregiver-award

or call 540-982-2100.

Hospice Caregiver 
Award

PROGRAM

HONORING HOSPICE CAREGIVERS IN THE ROANOKE VALLEY.

Thrasher Preschool named ‘Favorite Preschool’

Declan Curtin uses a sensory bin for learning through 
play.

Erin Edmondson, Thrasher 
Preschool Director

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THRASHER 
PRESCHOOL | ERIN EDMONDSON

Thrasher Preschool 
has been voted “Favorite 
Preschool” in the 2025 
Readers Choice Award 
by Salem Times Register, 
Vinton Messenger, New 
Castle Record, and 
Fincastle Herald readers.

Director Erin 
Edmondson credits her 
“phenomenal” staff of nine 
who “show a love of Jesus 
every day,” a supportive 
church staff and family, 
and an amazing preschool 
board for the award.

Thrasher Preschool 
is housed at Thrasher 
Memorial United 
Methodist Church in 
Vinton. It is both a year-
round and school-year 
program, with half-day 
and full-day enrollment of 
40 students. It also offers a 
separate summer program. 

Edmondson said, 
“The staff has established 
a loving environment to 
teach who Jesus is and 
how to have a relationship 
with Him. I am so glad 
that the Lord brought 
me to Thrasher. I give all 
glory to Him to have this 
opportunity to lead such a 
precious program.”

She was a public school 
teacher for many years, 
including several spent at 
W.E. Cundiff Elementary.

She and her staff have 
developed a play-based, 
hands-on academic 
curriculum which they 
believe leads to children 
developing into lifelong 
learners. 

Edmondson says 
Thrasher has kept the 
best of the “old school” 
concept of preschool: 
it’s wholesome, held in 
a church, with toys like 
wooden blocks remaining 
from the past in addition 
to those more modern, 
Chapel with “Mrs. Ed” 
once a week, and story 
time with Pastor John 
Hemming. Children 
don’t spend their time 
on “screens,” they learn 
through play.

Each classroom has one 
teacher and one assistant, 
capped at an enrollment 
of 14 – based on state 
and church guidelines. 
Activities alternate between 
“sit” and “move.” There 
is a great deal of tactile 
learning with toys and 
sensory bins in addition 
to books, and there are 
learning stations.

Edmondson says that 
the greatest joy in her 
job is “the family and 
community at Thrasher 
Preschool who allow 
my staff and me to walk 
alongside these preschool 
families and each other to 
do life together.”

Her staff includes 
Administrative Assistant 
Meghann Aremia, Lead 
Teacher of the 3’s Class 
Chanda Ingram, full-time 
Teacher’s Assistant with all 
ages Michelle Ayers, Lead 
Teacher of Full Day 4’s 
Rhonda Wells, Teacher’s 
Assistant of Full Day 4’s 
Greta Walls, Lead Teacher 
of Half Day 4’s Autumn 
Coffey, Teacher’s Assistant 
Half Day 4’s Crystal 
Albertson, and Afternoon 
Teacher’s Assistant with all 
ages Eden Huffman.

Church staff members 
Gene and Jennifer Rawling 
and Chase Kendall are not 
officially preschool staff, 
but they are vital to the 
success of the program.

Jes Curtin, parent of 
two students who have 
attended Thrasher, can 
explain why the preschool 
was voted as the “Favorite” 
by local families.

“As an anxious mom, 
I really struggled with 
feeling comfortable with 
leaving my child with 
anyone after a failed 
daycare experience,” 
Curtin says. “Mrs. 
Edmondson helped ease 
so many of my worries 
by walking me through, 
step-by-step, the school’s 
safety procedures and 
policies. I truly believe 
with every fiber of my 
being that every member 
of the school’s staff loves 
my child as much as their 
own and would risk life 
and limb to keep her safe. 

“The communication 
between the school and 
parents/guardians of their 
students is top notch. 
Thrasher Preschool always 
has some sort of fun 
enrichment happening – 
whether that’s music class, 
a field trip, guest speakers, 
or activities. 

“Somehow, the school 
does so much for the 
students and has high 
quality teachers while 
maintaining a competitive 
and fair tuition rate. We 
certainly want our children 
to have a great education 
and safe experience, but 
the low cost of the tuition 
was a huge factor in our 
decision to enroll. We are 
so thankful for everything 
we have found at Thrasher 

Preschool, because it’s not 
just a place for the children 
to learn – it’s an entire 
community that supports 
the whole family. 

“We chose Thrasher 
because of the school’s 
legacy of academic 
exce l lence  and 
kindergarten readiness, 
and we are absolutely 
seeing both of those 
manifest beautifully in our 
child.” 

Anyone interested 
in enrolling a child at 
Thrasher Preschool should 
call or text Edmondson 
at 540-632-2182 or 
email her at preschool@
thrasherumc.org. She 
will provide a tour of the 
facility and meet with 
parents to talk about their 
child’s needs. 

Preschool hours are 
from 9 a.m. to noon for 
half-day classes; 7 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. for full-day 
students. 

Another thing to keep in 
mind in making a decision 
– Edmondson says that 
there is a big difference 
between a “preschool” 
and a “day care.” Day 
care generally is more 
focused on supervision 
and care; preschool, on 
early education and skill 
development through play. 
Day care provides a safe 
environment; preschool 
prepares children for 
kindergarten and future 
learning. Day care 
generally serves infants, 
toddlers, and up. Preschool 
children are usually ages 
3-5 like those at Thrasher 
Preschool. 

Preschool scholarships 
are available at Thrasher. 
Since 2022, 49 have been 
awarded totaling over 
$60,000. Fall scholarships 
will be awarded on July 23. 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Community Learning 
Centers need funds

We’re reaching out with an urgent 
update – and a heartfelt request. 

The 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers (21st CCLC) 
program is a vital source of funding 
that allows us to provide after-school 
support, academic enrichment, and safe 
spaces for hundreds of children across 
Southwest Virginia. 

The President’s proposed budget does 
not include these funds. This impact 
would likely begin in the summer 
of 2026. Our team has been busy 
advocating for the funds to be returned 
to the budget and preparing in case our 
efforts are unsuccessful. This need was 
already urgent.

On July 1, we found out that the 
federal Office of Management and 
Budget is withholding the funds that 
were to be distributed on July 1, 2025, 
to the states. These are the funds for 
the 2025-2026 school year. These funds 
were approved by Congress in the March 
Continuing Resolution. This news 
demands immediate action. This delay 
jeopardizes the critical programming 
that helps our children stay on track 
academically and thrive socially and 
emotionally while providing safe after-
school, summer, and, in some cases, 
before-school care.

If this funding remains frozen, 21st 
Century Community Learning Centers, 
including over 900 Boys and Girls 
Clubs, across the country may be forced 
to reduce services and many will even 
have to close their doors. 

21st Century Community Learning 
Centers by the Numbers:

•	 1.4 million youth served 
annually in the U.S.

•	 500,000 family members served 
through educational programming

•	 220,000 Boys & Girls Clubs 
members

•	 23,000 students in Virginia
•	 5,900 Boys and Girls Clubs 

jobs
•	 926 Boys and Girls Clubs 

locations
•	 640 Youth served by Boys 

and Girls Clubs of Southwest Virginia 
participate in Clubs funded by the 21st 
Century CCLC Program

What you can do:
We are urging our supporters to 

take action today. Contact Governor 
Youngkin and your members of 
Congress and demand the immediate 
release of 21st Century funds to states.

Share your voice on social media using 
the hashtag #FundAfterschoolNow and 
tag your representatives. 

In the coming weeks and months, as 
the situation develops, you will continue 
to hear from us as our message to 
legislators changes to reflect the current 
status. Your voice matters. Policymakers 
listen when communities speak up – 
and the children we serve are counting 
on all of us. 

Together, we can ensure that every 
child has the opportunity to learn, 
grow, and succeed in a safe, supportive 
environment.

Rebekah Meadows
Chief Executive Officer
Boys & Girls Clubs of Southwest 

Virginia

Mingle to feature HOT 
FUSS, Chris Keaton and 
the Millennials on July 12

Two new bands will be performing 
at the Mingle at the Market concert 
on July 12, although the performers 
certainly aren’t new to the area. The 
Low Low Chariot has a new rock act, 
HOT FUSS, featuring ’90s to 2000s 
music. Chris Keaton is a Vinton 
native, but his band, the Millennials, 
will be taking the stage for the first 
time.

According to Chamber Executive 
Director Angie Chewning, “Both 
acts are new to the lineup and 
are sure to bring great energy and 
fantastic music to the stage. Join 
us for a fun-filled time with fresh 
sounds and good vibes.”

In addition to new musical acts, 
there is a new food vendor— the 
Cousins Maine Lobster Truck along 
with crowd favorite, Get Glazed 
Donuts.

Admission is $7; kids 12 and under 
are free. The gates open at 6:30 p.m. 
The show starts at 7. Bring an ID 
for the Blue Ridge Beverage Garden, 
along with your own seating. Clear 
bags are required for belongings.

Vinton Moose Lodge 1121 is 
the sponsor for the Kidz Zone this 
Mingle season with a bouncy house 
and more.

Sponsors for the Mingle at the 
Market concerts hosted by the 
Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce 
currently include: Renewal by 
Andersen of Roanoke, Bank of 
Botetourt, Carilion Clinic, Crooked 
Shoreline, HomeTrust Bank, Dirk 
Padgett, PLC, Neely’s Accounting, 
Rosie’s, the Vinton War Memorial, 
PFG, Roanoke County, MemberOne, 

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF VACC

See Mingle, page 7
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VintonVinton
WorshipWorship
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BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST 
CHURCH & CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 
1030 Bible Lane, Vinton, Va. 24179. Church 
Phone 890-4465. Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday 
Services: Traditional Service, 8:45 AM, 
Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contemporary 
Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 
PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 
Washington Avenue, Vinton. Rev. Dr. Travis 
Russell, 343-7685. Sunday Services (year-
round): Sunday School 9:15 AM, Morning 
Worship 10:30 AM; Wednesday Services 
(during the school year): Worship, Bible 
Study, Children’s Choirs & Youth Ministry 
6:15 PM.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
- Will you “come back to the Bible”, learn 
more and follow Him? If you live locally in 
this beautiful Roanoke Valley or Botetourt 
County area, there is a Church, you will 
know it’s the ONE when you see the name 
on the end of the building that reads Church 
of Christ. 7165 Cloverdale Rd., NW, Roa-
noke, VA 24019. We offer a free 3 lesson, 
OPEN Bible course entitled “Back to the Bi-
ble.” Only available in home or where our 
Church meets: Sign up now on our website, 
daleridgechurchofchrist.net or email us at 
comeback2thebible@gmail.com and request 
to be scheduled for lesson #1 of 3 entitled 
“who has the Authority In Religion today”. 
You will  be contacted promptly. All studies 
are conducted by 2 individuals, never alone. 
May God Bless you in choosing this “open 
book Bible study.
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minis-
ter, 540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 
a.m., Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., 
Wednesday Bible Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom,  
is a simple teaching that focuses on the Light 
and Sound of God to help people find more 
love in their life. We offer a Spiritual Event 
on the  2nd. Sunday of each month at 2:00 
p.m. The program may be a Light and Sound 
Service, a Spiritual video and discussion, 
or other topics and techniques to help Raise 

Your Spiritual IQ. The Roanoke 
ECK Center is located at 1420 
3rd. St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016. 
For more information visit www.
eck-va.org  or call 540- 353-5365. 
People of all faiths are welcome. 

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH -  2330 
Hardy Road, Vinton (corner of Har-
dy Road and Feather Road), 540-
982-3694, www.evangel4sq.com, 
Pastor Tim Wright. Worship Ser-
vice Sunday, 10AM. Bible Study 
Wednesday 11AM-12PM.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH, “The 
Church Under The Cross”, 1201 
Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pas-

tor, Rev. Dr. James B. Davis (540) 
342- 1715, Worship 11:00am, stti-
mothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZA-
RENE, 728 Highland Ave., SE, Ro-
anoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., Sun-
day School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 
540-343-1842; cmpc2verizon.
net Sunday school 9:45am, Wor-
ship 11:00am; Communion 1st 
Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tues-

days & Thursdays Stretch Class 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; 
Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Monday 
Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday 
Men’s Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. 
Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOW-
SHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill 
Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-8070. 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sun-
day School - 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 
a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH 
- 246 Jefferson Ave., 540-345-3385; 
Sunday Service 10:30 AM.
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BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST 
CHURCH & CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
- 1030 Bible Lane, Vinton, Va. 24179. 
Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Jason 
Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Ser-
vice, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 
AM, Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, 
Evening Worship 6:00 PM, Wednesday 
Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, Bible Study 
7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 
Washington Avenue, Vinton. Rev. Dr. Tra-
vis Russell, 343-7685. Sunday Services 
(year-round): Sunday School 9:15 AM, 
Morning Worship 10:30 AM; Wednesday 
Services (during the school year): Wor-
ship, Bible Study, Children’s Choirs & 
Youth Ministry 6:15 PM.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
- Will you “come back to the Bible”, learn 
more and follow Him? If you live locally 
in this beautiful Roanoke Valley ad Bote-
tourt County area there is a Church, you 
will know it’s the ONE when you see the 
name on the end of the building that reads 
Church of Christ. 7165 Cloverdale Rd., 
NW, Roanoke, VA 24019. We offer a free 
3 lesson, open Bible course entitled “Back 
to the Bible.” (Only available in home or 
at our Church location). Sign up now on 
our website, daleridgechurchofchrist.com 
or email your request to comeback2the-
bible@gmail.com. May God bless you in 
your choices. Choose Jesus.
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Min-
ister, 540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 
9:45 a.m., Sunday Morning Service 10:45 
a.m., Wednesday Bible Study 10 a.m.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH -  2330 Hardy 
Road, Vinton (corner of Hardy Road and 
Feather Road), 540-982-3694, www.evan-
gel4sq.com, Pastor Tim Wright. Worship 

Service Sunday, 10AM. Bible Study Wednesday 
11AM-12PM.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 
Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James 
B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, 
Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 High-
land Ave., SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sun-
day Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-
1842; cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, 
Worship 11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd 

Sunday Session; Monday Noon Bible Study; Tues-
days & Thursdays Stretch Class 9:00am; 1st Tues-
days Deacons; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Monday 
Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill 
Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. 
Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 a.m., Worship 
11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jef-
ferson Ave., Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; 
Sunday Worship Service 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. 
Sunday School for all ages, 10:00 AM, Wednesday 
Night Life Ministries - Children - Awana; G-5 Youth 
Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.
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If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
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BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. 
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional 
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, 
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Wor-
ship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 
6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST - 
7165 Cloverdale Rd., Roanoke, 24019; beside 
the Botetourt Athletic Club. Leave message 
992-4385. Sunday Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., Wor-
ship, 10:30 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study, 6 p.m. 
Please come visit us in person or get to know 
about us first by visiting our web page: daleridge-
churchofchrist.net.  Updated each week with a 
new sermon by Mike Mazzalongo, four minutes 
of video showing our nearly six acres of land and 
our beautiful, functional inside facilities, articles, 
events, news from Christian sources around the 
world and here locally plus much, much more. 
See how many ways Dale Ridge is “Reaching 
Out There” to the Roanoke Valley with the “Good 
News of Jesus. By clicking on “visit us virtually” 
real time access to our Worship services is avail-
able via your computer, a tablet or smartphone: 
Just follow the instructions. We believe in the in-
spired Word of God which is as relevant today 
as it was when it was written. We believe the 
Holy Spirit is a gift to every Christian upon their 
response to the Gospel as demonstrated by the 
3000 obedient souls in (Acts 2:38). We believe 
Jesus is the only author of our salvation. (Acts 
4:12) Have you been looking for a church fam-
ily that is progressive, outside the box thinkers, 
led by the Holy Spirit into all truth. (John 16:13). 
You will know we are His disciples by our love 
for one another. (John 13:35) Real time contact 
thru our website via email.
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
ECKANKAR, THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL 
FREEDOM,  is a simple teaching that focuses 
on the Light and Sound of God to help people find 
more love in their life. The Roanoke Eckankar 
Center is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, 

VA 24016.  A spiritual event is held on the 2nd Sunday of 
each month at 10:30 a.m.  Since contracting COVID-19 
may still be possible, please take the health steps that are 
best for you.  It is appreciated that by attending you are tak-
ing responsibility for your own health. Visit www.eck-va.
org, www.meetup.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences * 
Group* or call 540-353-5365 for other Eckankar programs 
and for more information about how the teachings of Ecka-
nkar can lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH -  2330 Hardy Road, Vinton (corner 
of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 540-982-3694, www.
evangel4sq.com, Pastor Tim Wright. Worship Service Sun-
day, 10AM. Bible Study Wednesday 11AM-12PM.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 Har-
dy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. Da-
vis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Worship 
11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-

ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 
7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School 
- 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson 
Ave., Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all 
ages, 10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Chil-
dren - Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 
PM.
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ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. 
Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 
8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contempo-
rary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, Bi-
ble Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCI-
PLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, Roa-
noke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship Services 
every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry Brace. We 
look forward to seeing you this Sunday!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST - 7165 
Cloverdale Rd., Roanoke, 24019; beside the Bote-
tourt Athletic Club. Leave message 992-4385. 
Sunday Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday Bible Study, 6 p.m. Please come 
visit us in person or get to know about us fi rst by 
visiting our web page: daleridgechurchofchrist.
net.  Updated each week with a new sermon by 
Mike Mazzalongo, four minutes of video show-
ing our nearly six acres of land and our beautiful, 
functional inside facilities, articles, events, news 
from Christian sources around the world and here 
locally plus much, much more. See how many 
ways Dale Ridge is “Reaching Out There” to the 
Roanoke Valley with the “Good News of Jesus. 
By clicking on “visit us virtually” real time ac-
cess to our Worship services is available via your 
computer, a tablet or smartphone: Just follow the 
instructions. We believe in the inspired Word of 
God which is as relevant today as it was when it 
was written. We believe the Holy Spirit is a gift 
to every Christian upon their response to the Gos-
pel as demonstrated by the 3000 obedient souls in 
(Acts 2:38). We believe Jesus is the only author of 
our salvation. (Acts 4:12) Have you been looking 
for a church family that is progressive, outside the 
box thinkers, led by the Holy Spirit into all truth. 
(John 16:13). You will know we are His disciples 
by our love for one another. (John 13:35) Real time 
contact thru our website via email.
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feather 
Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-890-
1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 

Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study 10 a.m.
ECKANKAR

ECKANKAR, THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL FREEDOM, 
is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  How-
ever, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound Services and 
other ECK programs are currently available online through 
Zoom.  Visit www.eck-va.org for program listings, www.
meetup.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will return your 
call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for more information 
about how the teachings of Eckankar lead you to spiritual 
freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vinton, (corner 
of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 982-3694. Pastor-Tim 
Wright. Sunday, 10 AM - Worship Service, SuperChurch for 
Children; Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 Hardy 
Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. Davis (540) 
342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, stti-
mothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bi-
ble Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 11:00am; 
Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; Monday 
Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch Class 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; 
Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages, 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.
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Read Numbers 1:1 through 
2:34

In our fragmented families 
today, it is diffi cult to under-
stand the closeness of Isra-
elite families. They worked 
together, lived in the same 
area, and had tribal leaders 
who counseled them, taught 
them God’s Law, and arbi-
trated their disputes. God ap-
pointed a leader from each 
tribe to help Moses count 
the men of his tribe. God also 
told them where to arrange 
their tents so each tribe lived 
together. By living so closely 
together, they must have 
learned a great deal about 
getting along with one an-
other.

So the Israelites did every

thing the Lord commanded 
Moses; that is the way they 
encamped under their stan-
dards, and that is the way 
they set out, each of them 
with their clan and family 
(Numbers 2:34).

In today’s society, respect is 
often a missing ingredient in 
families. Often, families inten-
tionally live a distance from 
each other so they don’t have 
to spend much time together. 
Maybe we should return to 
the Israelite model and learn 
to appreciate and depend on 
one another more.

Thought for Today: The fam-
ily structure is important to 
God.

Quicklook: Numbers 2:32–34

Families Deserve Respect

If you would like to see your church 
services listed here in the Vinton 

Messenger contact  Tucker Frye at
540-473-2741 or  email 

tfrye@ourvalley.org

If you would like to see your church 
services listed here in the Vinton 

Messenger contact  Alixandria Wall 
at Cell: (276) 732-6083 

awall@mountainmedianews.com

Thrasher youth leave on annual ASP Mission Trip to ‘Be the Light’

The ASP Mission Team was commissioned on July 6 and headed for Wise County, Va.

Thrasher Pastor John Hemming commissions this year’s ASP team members as they 
leave for a week of serving others.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

A group of youth and their leaders from 
Thrasher Memorial United Methodist 
Church and other local churches left 
on July 6 for Wise County where they 
will spend the week changing the lives 
of others and, most likely their own, 
on the annual ASP Mission Trip. They 
were wearing T-shirts with the 2025 ASP 
theme “Be the Light.”

The group will be working in the 
towns of Big Stone Gap and Appalachia, 
replacing floors, siding, and insulation. 
They will be doing some roofing, and 
installing new cabinets and countertops, 
among other improvements to homes.

The team will be housed in the former 
Appalachia High School, which is now 
the Appalachia Community Center, in 
the town of Appalachia.

Thrasher UMC has been participating 
in ASP projects for 25 years with the 
goal of making homes “warmer, safer, 
and drier” through the work of volunteer 
mission teams.

The team members were commissioned 
at the 8 a.m. worship service at 
Thrasher by Pastor John Hemming, 
then loaded up for the four-hour trip 
to Wise County. Participants this year 
include Isaac Anderson, Levi Anderson, 
Megan Anderson, Jo Brooks, Abby 
Clay, Madison Crowe, Marty Crowe, 
McKenzie Crowe, Adam Edmondson, 
Caroline Edmondson, Nick Edmondson, 
Aaron Hemming, Karen Hemming, 
Luke Hemming, April Jones, Bonnie 
Jones, Cary Jones, Mayzie Jones, Stella 
Jones, Serenity Jordan, Kaden Liechty, 

Joshua McEntire, Patty Ransom, Gabby 
Romeo, John Romeo, Christopher Russ, 
Parker Sharp, Mary Ann St. Clair, Ethan 
Sutton, Kara Sutton, and Tina Yates.

ASP, created in 1969, brings thousands 
of volunteers from around the country to 
Central Appalachia annually to repair and 
replace homes for low-income families. It 
is meant to be a transformational service 
experience for volunteers as well. ASP 

repairs roofs, walls, floors, foundations, 
and bathrooms, in addition to making 
homes accessible through porch and 
ramp repairs or additions. 

More than 25 communities are served 
by over 15,000 ASP volunteers each year, 
impacting over 350 families. More than 
3,000 repair projects are completed each 
summer.

~Vinton Messenger staff report

Vinton Farmers’ Market 
plans special events in July

The Vinton Farmers’ Market has 
some special events planned during 
July. “Color Me Kind” is coming up 
on July 19 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This 
is a free family-friendly event featuring 
a variety of activities, including tie-
dying pillowcases (materials provided) 
starting at 10 a.m., live dulcimer music 
at 11:15 a.m. and outdoor games and 
chalk for kids. Shoppers can enjoy a 
full line-up of local vendors offering 
sweets, crafts, produce, and more.

In partnership with the nonprofit 
Huddle Up Moms, the event will 
also serve as a diaper donation drive. 
Guests who bring a package of diapers 
will receive a raffle ticket for a chance 
to win a basket filled with local 
goodies.

Storytime at the Vinton Farmers’ 
Market is scheduled for Saturday, July 
26, also from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

At 10 a.m., the Roanoke County 
Library will present a special Storytime 

on the market stage. Families are 
invited to enjoy this engaging activity 
for children of all ages.

Additional kid-friendly activities 
will include rock painting, yard games, 
and sidewalk chalk— perfect for those 
who prefer hands-on fun.

Down Home Creamery vouchers 
will be available, while supplies last, 
for a sweet treat after visiting the 
market.

Visitors are encouraged to support 
local vendors offering fresh produce, 
baked goods, flowers, handmade gifts, 
and more under the pavilion.

Free parking is available at the 
Walnut Avenue parking lot, located 
directly behind the market stage.

For more information, email 
vintonfarmersmarket@vintonva.gov   
or visit the Vinton Farmers’ Market 
Facebook page.

Submitted by Town of Vinton

From the Pulpit
By Pastor Bryan Crouch, Lynn Haven Baptist Church

Our current sermon 
series at Lynn Haven 
Baptist Church is “Let It 
Rain – Unlocking God’s 
Blessings in Your Life.” 

We often think 
surrender means losing. 
In sports or battle, to 
surrender means to give 
up. But when it comes to 
our faith, surrender is not 
a loss— it’s the beginning 
of true blessing. 

God never meant for 
us to carry everything on 
our own. When we try to 
stay in control, we end 
up tired, stressed, and 

frustrated. But when we 
surrender our plans, our 
fears, and our lives to 
God, something amazing 
happens. He gives us 
peace. He takes the heavy 
load off our shoulders. 
And He leads us in a 
better way. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 says, 
“Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and 
lean not on your own 
understanding; in all 
your ways submit to him, 
and he will make your 
paths straight.” That’s 
surrender. It means 

trusting God more than 
ourselves and letting 
Him lead. Surrender isn’t 
about giving up— it’s 
about giving in to the 
One who loves us most. 

When we live with 
open hands, God fills 
them with what we 
truly need. Today, take 
a moment to ask: What 
am I holding onto too 
tightly? Let it go. Trust 
God. There is real blessing 
in surrender. And always 
try to be more like Christ 
tomorrow than you were 
today!

VintonMessenger.com



PAGE 4 • THURSDAY, JULY 10, 2025 • THE VINTON MESSENGER www.ourvalley.org

Celebrating The Town of           ! 
	 The	Town	of	Vinton,	a	community	nestled	in	the	Blue	Ridge	Moun-
tains,	welcomes	you	to	our	community.	Vinton,	a	town	rich	with	histo-
ry,	has	over	the	years	found	itself	to	be	one	of	a	few	communities	that	
continue	to	relish	the	past	by	offering	an	environment	of	a	comfort-
able	lifestyle	with	the	feeling	of	being	a	part	of	a	large	community	fam-
ily.	The	town,	with	its	proximity	to	the	Blue	Ridge	Parkway	and	Smith	
Mountain	 Lake,	provides	many	opportunities	 for	 those	who	wish	 to	
stop	and	shop	at	our	local	farmers	market	or	one	of	our	unique	spe-
cialty	shops.	
	 If	festivals	are	your	interest,	the	Vinton	area	hosts	several	festivals	
throughout	the	year	from	the	Vinton	Dogwood	Festival	to	the	Vinton	

Fall	Festival.	Each	festival	offers	its	own	unique	atmosphere.	When	you	
are	away	from	home	it’s	always	nice	to	feel	as	if	you	never	left.
	 The	Town	of	Vinton	provides	small	town	character	with	urban	ser-
vices	 and	 amenities	 located	 nearby.	 The	 small	 town	 atmosphere	 is	
characterized	by	a	low	crime	rate;	small,	locally,	and	regionally	owned	
businesses;	 and	moderately	 priced	 homes.	 Views	 of	 the	 mountains	
and	Blue	Ridge	Parkway	abound.
	 Vinton	represents	 the	 ideal	 type	of	community,	 small	enough	to	
provide	a	feeling	of	belonging,	yet	progressive	enough	to	provide	the	
facilities,	services,	and	conveniences	that	are	necessary	to	make	a	com-
munity	feel	like	home	to	its	citizens.

Call Alixandria Wall at 
(276) 732-6083 or email

awall@mountainmedianews.com
to advertise in this space.
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projects a reality.
 At Cundiff, plans include a new front entrance, a 

new cafeteria, a new administrative and entry point, 
the addition of classrooms, an enlarged parking lot, and 
moving/improving the playground.

Completion is anticipated in September 2026 at 
Cundiff; however, the contractor is turning over areas 
of the building for students to occupy as construction 
phases are completed.

The most notable change to passersby is the new 
curved administrative area added to the front of the 
building. The parking lot has been reconfigured with 
many spaces added. Plans are for the parking lot to 
be completed by the opening of school on August 14, 
along with more classrooms.

The open classroom design is no longer in evidence.
Construction Phase 1, which involved renovations 

to the second and third grade classrooms, hallways, and 
restrooms, was finished this spring with students able 
to move back into those spaces, while the contractors 
moved on to other phases of renovations. 

Work is underway on classrooms on the second floor; 
the library will be left until last in the summer of 2026. 
Crews are currently working on the new administrative 
area and a brand new kitchen and cafeteria (which will 
accommodate two grade levels at once) with completely 
new equipment. 

According to Khalil, past and current activities include 
demolition of walls, ceiling grids, doors, windows, and 

wall boards. Temporary lighting has been installed. 
Conduits and wiring have been cut and capped for 
safety. Tile has been removed. Wall layout and framing 
is underway. Drywall is being hung, patched, and 
finished. Overhead plumbing and sprinkler systems 
have been installed. Some painting has begun in the 
administrative area. As for the kitchen/cafeteria, work is 
being completed on parapet framing, in-wall plumbing, 
along with electrical rough-ins. Much of the exterior 
brick work is finished.

The playground will be completely behind the 
building; the mounds of dirt on the hillside will 
eventually return to green space.

The gymnasium is not being replaced, but the stage 
has been removed, storage added, and the floor will be 
refinished.

According to the contractors, around 100 workers 
are on-site each day—and the process has been running 
smoothly.

When questioned, contractors noted that there has 
been no significant escalation of prices involving the 
project, nor a noticeable delay in delivery of materials 
thus far, although their procedure has been to order well 
in advance.

Kageals and Greenway have a special interest in the 
project because they both grew up in Vinton.

~Vinton Messenger staff report

The new Cundiff parking lot

The stage has been removed from the gymnasium with 
storage added. New classroom at WEC ready for set-up.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Cundiff from page 1

to reach their full potential as 
productive, caring, responsible 
citizens. This sponsorship was 
a perfect fit since part of our 
mission is caring for children. 
We hope to continue supporting 
the Boys and Girls Club and 
having a long-time partnership.”

The Four on the 4th race 
kicked off from the Vinton 
War Memorial at 8 a.m. after 
a welcome from Vinton Mayor 
Brad Grose, recognitions 
from Fleet Feet and Boys and 
Girls Club organizers, and the 

national anthem sung by the 
Voices of Appalachia ensemble.

The first race, which covered 
four miles, looped through 
downtown Vinton, down 
Walnut Avenue and onto the 
greenway, then back to the War 
Memorial. The Kids and Family 
Fun race followed at 9 a.m., 
also from the War Memorial 
down Washington Avenue to 
the finish line at Macado’s.

Everyone who completed 
one of the races was awarded 
a medal.

Eighteen-year-old Spencer 
Thacker of  Roanoke won 
first place among all the 
competitors completing the 
race with a time of 22:00.6. 
Annie LeHardy of Roanoke 
was the first female to cross 
the finish line with a time 
of 23:47.5. Most runners 
were from Roanoke, Vinton, 
Franklin County, and Salem, 
but several came from as far 
away as Florida, Atlanta, 
Tennessee, and Ohio.

The Boys & Girls Clubs 

of SWVA (BGCSWVA), 
currently serves students 
ages 5-18 at 10 locations 
in all-day summer camps at 
little to no cost to families. 
BGCSWVA has locations 
in Montgomery County, 
Franklin County, Roanoke 
County, Salem City, and 
Roanoke City, in addition to 
the Vinton Baptist Church 
location.

The Four on the 4th 
races traditionally raise over 
$30,000 each year to support 

summer programs including 
field trips, academic 
support and mentoring, and 
summer meals for kids. The 
organization came to Vinton 
at the time of COVID 
and really filled a gap in 
services when public schools 
were closed or on irregular 
schedules. They continue to 
provide afterschool care and 
work with families of their 
students. They have become 
an integral part of the Vinton 
community.

Race from page 1

Pictured from left are Moose Lodge Vice President 
Jeff Janney, Rebekah Meadows, CEO of the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Southwest Virginia, and Vinton Mayor 
Brad Grose.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

The races were family events. Many runners dressed patriotically for the occasion.
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BAG 
A GREATDEAL IN 

THE CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Help 
Wanted

Free
Wooden Pallets

Legals  -
Botetourt County

Legals  -
Montgomery County

Legals -
City of Radford

FREE 
Wooden Pallets 
No Need to call 
or come inside. 

First come, First served. 
Behind Salem Times 

Register building 

TRUSTEE’S SALE 
Real property at 58 Arthur 
Road, Roanoke, VA 24019 
In execution of a Deed of 

Trust in the original principal 
amount of $178,500.00 

dated November 29, 2005 
and recorded on December 
16, 2005 in the land records 
of Botetourt County, Virginia 
in as Instrument # 0507939. 
Default having been made 

in the indebtedness secured 
thereby, the undersigned 

Substitute Trustee will offer 
for sale at public auction at 

the front entrance to the 
Botetourt County 

Courthouse, 1 West Main 
St., Fincastle, VA, 24090 

the above referenced 
property and fixtures or 
improvements thereon 

briefly described as Tax Id. 
No. 107C(4)4 and described 

as beginning at a point in 
the northern margin of State 
Route 747, corner to Lot 3. 
July 23, 2025 AT 01:00 PM 

TERMS OF SALE: The 
property will be sold “AS 

IS,” WITHOUT 
REPRESENTATION OR 

WARRANTY OF ANY KIND 
AND SUBJECT TO any 
environmental or other 
conditions, covenants, 

restrictions, reservations, 
easements, rights of way, 
prior liens, and all other 
matters of record taking 
priority over the Deed of 
Trust, if any. Substitute 
Trustee shall have no 
obligation to deliver 

possession of the property 
or any other obligation as to 

the premises. A bidder’s 
deposit of $17,000.00 or 

10% of the sale price, 
whichever is lower, will be 
required at the time of sale 

in the form of a certified 
check or cashier’s check 
from the purchaser or the 

bid will be rejected. 
Successful bidder will be 

required to sign a 
memorandum of sale at the 
time of the sale and settle 
by remitting the balance of 
the purchase price within 

fourteen (14) days of sale. If 
the buyer wishes to use 

their own settlement 
company and 

documentation, there will be 
a fee of $300.00 for review 

of their settlement 
documents. In the event of 
default by the successful 
bidder, the entire deposit 

shall be forfeited and 
applied to the costs and 

expenses of sale and 
Substitute Trustee's fee 
according to the Code of 
Virginia. All other public 

charges or assessments, 
including water/sewer 
charges to be prorated 

through date of sale; those 
incurred after the sale date, 
and all other costs incident 
to settlement to be paid by 
the purchaser. In the event 

taxes, any other public 
charges have been 

advanced, a credit will be 
due to the seller, to be 

adjusted from the date of 
sale at the time of 

settlement. Sale is subject 
to post sale confirmation 

that the borrower did not file 
for protection under the U.S. 

Bankruptcy Code prior to 
the sale as well as to post-

sale confirmation of the 
status of the loan with the 
loan servicer including, but 
not limited to, determination 

of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment 

agreement, reinstated or 
paid off the loan prior to the 
sale or whether other legal 
impediment to title exists. In 

any such event, the sale 
shall be null and void, and 

the Purchaser's sole 
remedy, in law or equity, 
shall be the return of the 
deposit without interest. 
Additional terms may be 
announced at the time of 

sale. FOR INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Cohn Goldberg 
Deutsch, 410-296-2550 or 
www.cgd-law.com re: CGD 
# 462220. Cohn Goldberg 
Deutsch is a debt collector; 
any information obtained 

will be used for that 
purpose. 

BLUE RIDGE TRUSTEES 
LLC 

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

FOR CRAIG 
COUNTY 

JOHN N. SPICER, 
TRUSTEE, Plaintiff 

v. 
BRIAN VAVALA 

and 
CHELSEA RIСК 

and 
JOSEPH S. HILL 
AUDREY E. HILL, 

Defendants. 
Case No. CL 25-112 

ORDER OF PUBLICATION 
The object of this suit is to 

finalize accounting for 
Foreclosure Sale Property 

known as  
2288 Northside Road, 

Newport, Virginia, in Craig 
County, Virginia, also 

referred to 
as Lot Number Three (3), 

containing 29.204 acres and 
designated as Tax Map 

Number 115-A 17C, cannot 
conveniently be made as 
Defendant, Brian Vavala, 

has not been seen nor 
heard from, and 

whose whereabouts are 
unknown to all of the parties 

hereto, and that the best 
interests of all interested 

parties would be 
promoted by the surplus of 

funds due to Defendant, 
Brian Vavala, be deposited 

with the Circuit Court of 
Craig County, Virginia and 

move forward with the 
 Final Accounting of 

Foreclose Sale. 
An affidavit having been 

made and signed that Brian 
Vavala, is an individual 

whose last known address 
and whereabouts are 
unknown, it is hereby 

ORDERED, that the said 
party appear on or before 
July 21, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. 

and do whatever is 
necessary to protect his 
interest for his surplus 

funds. 
It is further ORDERED that 
this Order of Publication be 
published once a week for 
four (4) consecutive weeks 
in The New Castle Record, 

a newspaper of general 
circulation in the 
 County of Craig. 

ENTERED THIS 5th DAY 
OF June, 2025 

 Judge 
I ask for this: 

John N. Spicer 
 (VSB # 68845) 

SPICER, OLIN & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. 

504 South Main Street 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Phone: (540) 552-0007 

Fax: (540) 951-5139 
E-mail: 

j.spicer@spicerlawfirm.com 
Plaintiff 

Legals -
Craig County

Legals  -
Montgomery County

COMMISSIONER’S 
SALE OF 

VALUABLE REAL 
ESTATE 

 
Pursuant to Decrees of the 
Circuit Court of the City of 
Radford, Virginia entered in 
the cases specified herein, 
the following real estate will 
be sold at public auction on 
Wednesday, July 30, 2025, 
at the Radford Circuit 
Courtroom, 619 Second 
Street, West, Radford, 
Virginia at 1:00 p.m., to-wit: 
 
PARCEL 1: CITY OF 
RADFORD vs. BARBARA 
JEANNE BRADY 
TAX MAP NO. 15-(5)-BLK 
9-3 
808 TWELFTH STREET 
 
PARCEL 2: CITY OF 
RADFORD vs. ORA FAYE 
CUNNINGHAM 
TAX MAP NO. 3-(7)-BLKG-
10 
308 CLEMENT STREET 
 
PARCEL 3: CITY OF 
RADFORD vs. WILLIAM 
JEFFERY 
JARVIS/THOMAS E. 
JARVIS 
TAX MAP NO. 1-(1)-1 
1048 STOCKTON STREET 
 
PARCEL 4: RADFORD 
LAND & IMPROVEMENT 
CO. (NON-JUDICIAL SALE) 
TAX MAP NO. 16-(1)-12A 
OFF SEVENTEENTH 
STREET AND STAPLES 
STREET 
 
PARCEL 5: RADFORD 
LAND & IMPROVEMENT 
CO. (NON-JUDICIAL SALE) 
TAX MAP NO. 16-(1)-16A 
ON STAPLES STREET 
 
PARCEL 6: RADFORD 
LAND & IMPROVEMENT 
CO. (NON-JUDICIAL SALE) 
TAX MAP NO. 16-(1)-21A 
ON ROCK ROAD WEST 
 
PARCEL 7: RADFORD 
LAND & IMPROVEMENT 
CO. (NON-JUDICIAL SALE) 
TAX MAP NO. 37-(2)-
SEC1-14 
OFF LITTLE RIVER ROAD 
 
PARCEL 8: CITY OF 
RADFORD vs. DAVID ELI 
SMITH 
TAX MAP NO. 11-(3)-49 
308 SHEPPARD AVENUE 
 
PARCEL 9: CITY OF 
RADFORD vs. HOWARD 
WALKER 
TAX MAP NO. 19-(7)-
SEC17-14 
2412 SECOND STREET 
 
The terms of sale require a 
deposit of 25% of the bid 
price with the balance due 
in ten days. 
Additional terms will be 
announced at the sale. 
Each sale shall be subject 
to confirmation by the Court. 
 
JAMES W. ELLIOTT 
Special Commissioner 
7100 U. S. Route 17 
Yorktown, VA 23692 
(757) 898-7000 
www.vataxsale.com 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
OF THE TOWN OF 
CHRISTIANSBURG 

PLANNING 
COMMISSION 

The Town of Christiansburg 
Planning Commission will 
hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, July 28, 2025, at 
7:00 PM in the Council 
Chambers of the 
Christiansburg Town Hall, 
100 E. Main Street, 
Christiansburg, Virginia 
24073, pursuant to Sections 
15.2-2204 and 15.2-2285 of 
the Code of Virginia, as 
amended. The purpose of 
the public hearing is to 
receive public comments 
concerning: 
 
A. Rezoning request by 
DW, LLC, Property Owner 
and Applicant, to rezone 
property located on the 
north side of Brammer Lane 
NE, and adjacent to the 
east side of 2500 Brammer 
Lane NE, consisting of 
approximately 2.57 acres, 
identified as all of Tax 
Parcel 501 - (1) - 13D, 
Parcel ID 021972; a portion 
of Tax Parcel 501 - (1) - 
13F, Parcel ID 025070; a 
portion of Tax Parcel 501 - 
(1) - 13D1, Parcel ID 
300315; and a portion of 
Tax Parcel 80 - (5) - 1, 
Parcel ID 033688; from 
Agricultural District (A) to 
General Industrial District (I-
2). The property is 
designated as Industrial on 
the Future Land Use Map of 
the 2013 Christiansburg 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
B. Conditional Use Permit 
request by Lauren-Ashley 
Elizabeth Potts and Dustin 
Storm Potts, Property 
Owners and Applicant, to 
allow for a single-chair 
beauty parlor as a major 
home occupation on 
property located at 450 
Hemlock Street NE, 
identified as Tax Parcel 529 
- ((19)) - 3 (Parcel ID 
024689), consisting of 0.331 
acre, in the Two-Family 
Residential (R-2) District. 
The property is designated 
as Residential on the Future 
Land Use Map of the 2013 
Christiansburg 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Town Hall will be open and 
available to receive public 
comment in-person at the 
time of this Public Hearing. 
A copy of the application, 
the Town’s Zoning Map, 
Zoning Ordinance, and 
Future Land Use Map may 
be viewed in the Planning 
Department Office, 100 E. 
Main Street, Christiansburg, 
VA 24073, during normal 
office hours of 8:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Contact Retta 
Jackson, Planning Director, 
at (540) 382-6128, Ext. 
1120 or by email at 
rjackson@christiansburg.or
g, with any questions or if 
you require reasonable 
accommodations. 

Order of 
Publication 

Case No. CA25000006-OO  
COMMONWEALTH OF 

VIRGINIA VA CODE 1-211 
1, 8.01-316, -317, 20-104 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
Circuit Court  

55 EAST MAIN STREET, 
SUITE 1, 

CHRISTIANSBURG, VA 
24073 

  
ADDRESS OF COURT 

 Commonwealth of 
Virginia, in re.  

 DAVID PRINE v. 
COMMONWEALTH OF 

VIRGINIA  
  

The object of this suit is 
to: 

ADOPTION OF ANA 
MARIA GUTIERREZ 

CORREA 
  

It is ORDERED that 
NELSON DE JESUS 
GUTIERREZ PINO 

  
appear at the above-

named court and protect 
his/her interests on or 

before. AUGUST 20, 2025  
6/18/2025 
Honorable 

K. Mike Fleenor, Jr. 
Judge 

STATEWIDE 
ADS

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 844-947-1479  
to schedule your free quote!

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-844-746-2332 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

Instant shade—at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty. 

Legals  -
Montgomery County

STATEWIDE 
ADS

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Promote 
your upcoming auctions statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audience. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Installed! Starting at $350 Call 
804-739-8207 for More Details!  
Ronnie Jenkins II Windows, Siding, 
Roofing and Gutters!  FREE 
Estimates! Call 804-739-8207 
for More Details! American Made 
Products!
SunSetter. America’s Number One 
Awning! Instant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. Call now 
and SAVE $350 today! 1-844-746-
2332
No more cleaning out gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is the 
most advanced gutter protection 
for your home, backed by a 
no-clog guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Call today 
1-877-614-6667 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and no obligation 
estimate. Plus get 20% off! Seniors 
and military save an additional 
10%. Restrictions apply, see 
representative for warranty and 
offer details
Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-
947-1479 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s 

a power move.
Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-877-
591-9950
Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611
The bathroom of your dreams in 
as little as 1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments 
and No Interest for 18 months for 
customers who qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call Today! 
1-844-945-1631
SERVICES
D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-844-216-5028
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and data. 
No contract and no hidden fees. 
Unlimited talk and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For more 
information, call 1-855-262-5564
We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle. Easy three 
step process. Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-844-
268-4773

Order of 
Publication 
Case No.CL16-916-01 
VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
COUNTY OF BOTETOURT 
In re: Abigail Rose Bryant 
(DOB: 02/19/2015) 
ORDER FOR 
PUBLILCATION 
This Day came Christopher 
M. Di Risio, counsel for the 
Intervenors, Andrew 
Vandegrift and James 
Tracy, and filed a Motion for 
Order of Publication, and a 
hearing shall be held in this 
Court, 205 North Roanoke 
Street, Fincastle, Virginia 
24090 on October 7th, 2025 
at 1:00 PM, or as soon 
thereafter as they may be 
heard. 
NOW, THEREFORE IT IS 
HEREBY ADJUDGED, 
ORDERED, AND 
DECREED, that Phillip Eric 
Bryant appear at the 
hearing and be heard as to 
why the Motion to Intervene, 
Motion for Appointment of 
Guardian ad Litem, or 
Motion to Amend Custody 
of the minor child, should 
not be granted. Failure to 
appear shall waive any 
objection to the heretofore 
mentioned Motions.  
THE CLERK OF COURT IS 
DIRECTED to send a 
certified copy of this Order 
to the Fincastle Herald, to 
P.O. Box 127, Fincastle, 
Virginia 24090 to be 
published once per week for 
four consecutive weeks, to 
be posted at the front door 
of the Courthouse, and a 
copy mailed to counsel, and 
the parties to the matter at 
their respective address of 
record.  
This cause is continued on 
the docket of this Court. 
Entered this 17th day of 
June, 2025.  
Honorable Joel R. 
Branscom, Judge 
 
I ASK FOR THIS:  
Christopher M. Di Risio 
(VSB No. 96948) 
The Law Office of James 
Steele, PLLC 
3048 Brambleton Avenue 
Roanoke, Virginia 24015 
chris@jamessteelelaw.com 
Tel. (540) 339-7775 
Fax: (540)492-4244 
Counsel for Intervenors 
 

 
Senior Staff 
Accountant 

Provides leadership within 
the Finance Department 
while performing 
bookkeeping and 
accounting functions.  
Serves to coordinate and 
provide accurate and timely 
financial information to the 
component directors and 
managers, members or 
administration, and external 
funding sources.  There is 
room to grow for the right 
candidate  
 
Prepares journal entries, 
perform analytical research 
and provide whatever other 
assistance is necessary to 
prepare monthly financial 
reports. 
 
Provides help and financial 
information as needed to 
auditors and program 
monitors. 
 
Strong working knowledge 
of accounting principles and 
fund accounting.   
 
Strong communication and 
interpersonal skills with the 
ability to convey financial 
concepts to non-financial 
personnel. 
  
Hands on experience with 
MS and financial software 
Associate’s Degree in 
accounting or equivalent 
experience totaling not less 
than 4 years experience in 
bookkeeping or accounting. 
    
Bachelor’s degree from an 
accredited college or 
university, with a major in 
accounting preferred. 
 
For a full job description 
please visit Indeed.com or 
at our website 
www.tapintohope.org 
 
Salary: $35,568-$55,000/yr.  
Submit cover letter and 
resume to:  TAP, Human 
Resources, Job Code SSA-
FIN, PO Box 2868, 302 2nd 
St SW Roanoke VA  24011 
or fax to 540-345-1944 
 
TTY:  540-345-4096 
AA/EOE/Drug Free 
Workplace 
Bilingual ability is a plus 

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

FOR CRAIG 
COUNTY 

JOHN N. SPICER, 
TRUSTEE, Plaintiff 

v. 
BRIAN VAVALA 

and 
CHELSEA RIСК 

and 
JOSEPH S. HILL 
AUDREY E. HILL, 

Defendants. 
Case No. CL 25-112 

ORDER OF PUBLICATION 
The object of this suit is to 

finalize accounting for 
Foreclosure Sale Property 

known as  
2288 Northside Road, 

Newport, Virginia, in Craig 
County, Virginia, also 

referred to 
as Lot Number Three (3), 

containing 29.204 acres and 
designated as Tax Map 

Number 115-A 17C, cannot 
conveniently be made as 
Defendant, Brian Vavala, 

has not been seen nor 
heard from, and 

whose whereabouts are 
unknown to all of the parties 

hereto, and that the best 
interests of all interested 

parties would be 
promoted by the surplus of 

funds due to Defendant, 
Brian Vavala, be deposited 

with the Circuit Court of 
Craig County, Virginia and 

move forward with the 
 Final Accounting of 

Foreclose Sale. 
An affidavit having been 

made and signed that Brian 
Vavala, is an individual 

whose last known address 
and whereabouts are 
unknown, it is hereby 

ORDERED, that the said 
party appear on or before 
July 21, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. 

and do whatever is 
necessary to protect his 
interest for his surplus 

funds. 
It is further ORDERED that 
this Order of Publication be 
published once a week for 
four (4) consecutive weeks 
in The New Castle Record, 

a newspaper of general 
circulation in the 
 County of Craig. 

ENTERED THIS 5th DAY 
OF June, 2025 

 Judge 
I ask for this: 

John N. Spicer 
 (VSB # 68845) 

SPICER, OLIN & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. 

504 South Main Street 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Phone: (540) 552-0007 

Fax: (540) 951-5139 
E-mail: 

j.spicer@spicerlawfirm.com 
Plaintiff 

Legals -
Craig County

TRUSTEE’S SALE 
Real property at 58 Arthur 
Road, Roanoke, VA 24019 
In execution of a Deed of 

Trust in the original principal 
amount of $178,500.00 

dated November 29, 2005 
and recorded on December 
16, 2005 in the land records 
of Botetourt County, Virginia 
in as Instrument # 0507939. 
Default having been made 

in the indebtedness secured 
thereby, the undersigned 

Substitute Trustee will offer 
for sale at public auction at 

the front entrance to the 
Botetourt County 

Courthouse, 1 West Main 
St., Fincastle, VA, 24090 

the above referenced 
property and fixtures or 
improvements thereon 

briefly described as Tax Id. 
No. 107C(4)4 and described 

as beginning at a point in 
the northern margin of State 
Route 747, corner to Lot 3. 
July 23, 2025 AT 01:00 PM 

TERMS OF SALE: The 
property will be sold “AS 

IS,” WITHOUT 
REPRESENTATION OR 

WARRANTY OF ANY KIND 
AND SUBJECT TO any 
environmental or other 
conditions, covenants, 

restrictions, reservations, 
easements, rights of way, 
prior liens, and all other 
matters of record taking 
priority over the Deed of 
Trust, if any. Substitute 
Trustee shall have no 
obligation to deliver 

possession of the property 
or any other obligation as to 

the premises. A bidder’s 
deposit of $17,000.00 or 

10% of the sale price, 
whichever is lower, will be 
required at the time of sale 

in the form of a certified 
check or cashier’s check 
from the purchaser or the 

bid will be rejected. 
Successful bidder will be 

required to sign a 
memorandum of sale at the 
time of the sale and settle 
by remitting the balance of 
the purchase price within 

fourteen (14) days of sale. If 
the buyer wishes to use 

their own settlement 
company and 

documentation, there will be 
a fee of $300.00 for review 

of their settlement 
documents. In the event of 
default by the successful 
bidder, the entire deposit 

shall be forfeited and 
applied to the costs and 

expenses of sale and 
Substitute Trustee's fee 
according to the Code of 
Virginia. All other public 

charges or assessments, 
including water/sewer 
charges to be prorated 

through date of sale; those 
incurred after the sale date, 
and all other costs incident 
to settlement to be paid by 
the purchaser. In the event 

taxes, any other public 
charges have been 

advanced, a credit will be 
due to the seller, to be 

adjusted from the date of 
sale at the time of 

settlement. Sale is subject 
to post sale confirmation 

that the borrower did not file 
for protection under the U.S. 

Bankruptcy Code prior to 
the sale as well as to post-

sale confirmation of the 
status of the loan with the 
loan servicer including, but 
not limited to, determination 

of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment 

agreement, reinstated or 
paid off the loan prior to the 
sale or whether other legal 
impediment to title exists. In 

any such event, the sale 
shall be null and void, and 

the Purchaser's sole 
remedy, in law or equity, 
shall be the return of the 
deposit without interest. 
Additional terms may be 
announced at the time of 

sale. FOR INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Cohn Goldberg 
Deutsch, 410-296-2550 or 
www.cgd-law.com re: CGD 
# 462220. Cohn Goldberg 
Deutsch is a debt collector; 
any information obtained 

will be used for that 
purpose. 

BLUE RIDGE TRUSTEES 
LLC 

Legals  -
Botetourt County

Cellco Partnership 
and its controlled 
affiliates doing 
business as 
Verizon Wireless 
(Verizon Wireless) 
proposes to collocate 
wireless communications 
antennas at a top height of 
48.5 feet on a 39.5-foot 
building at the approx. 
vicinity of 285 Ag-Quad 
Lane, Blacksburg, 
Montgomery County, VA 
24060. Public comments 
regarding potential effects 
from this site on historic 
properties may be 
submitted within 30 days 
from the date of this 
publication to: Trileaf Corp, 
McKayla Grasham, 
m.grasham@trileaf.com, 
303 International Circle, 
Suite 150, Hunt Valley, MD 
21030, 410-853-7128. 

Cellco Partnership 
and its controlled 
affiliates doing 
business as 
Verizon Wireless 
(Verizon Wireless) 
proposes to collocate 
wireless communications 
antennas at a centerline 
height of 39.5 feet on a 68-
foot building at the approx. 
vicinity of 290 College 
Avenue, Blacksburg, 
Montgomery County, VA 
24061.  Public comments 
regarding potential effects 
from this site on historic 
properties may be 
submitted within 30 days 
from the date of this 
publication to: Trileaf Corp, 
McKayla Grasham, 
m.grasham@trileaf.com, 
303 International Circle, 
Suite 150, Hunt Valley, MD 
21030, 410-853-7128. 
 

Cellco Partnership 
and its controlled 

affiliates doing 
business as 

Verizon Wireless 
(Verizon Wireless) 

proposes to collocate 
wireless communications 
antennas at centerline 
heights of 70 feet, 72.5 feet 
and 73 feet on a 76-foot 
building at the approx. 
vicinity of 720 Washington 
Street SW, Blacksburg, 
Montgomery County, VA 
24061. Public comments 
regarding potential effects 
from this site on historic 
properties may be 
submitted within 30 days 
from the date of this 
publication to: Trileaf Corp, 
McKayla Grasham, 
m.grasham@trileaf.com, 
303 International Circle, 
Suite 150, Hunt Valley, MD 
21030, 410-853-7128. 

SENIOR 
SOFTWARE 
ENGINEER  

TORC Robotics, Inc. seeks 
a Senior Software 
Engineer in Blacksburg, 
Virginia. However, this is a 
telecommuting/work-from-
home position whereby the 
employee may reside 
anywhere within the U.S. 
Position requires up to 5% 
dom. & int’l travel/yr. Job 
duties: Develop Software 
that deploys and controls 
the different HiL benches. 
Participate in roadmap 
discussions to match SW 
and HW capabilities of the 
HiL benches. Plan SW 
releases and deployments 
that fit the roadmap, among 
other duties. To apply, email 
resume to careers@torc.ai. 
Reference job number 784. 

COMMISSIONER’S 
SALE OF 

VALUABLE REAL 
ESTATE 

 
Pursuant to Decrees of the 
Circuit Court of the City of 
Radford, Virginia entered in 
the cases specified herein, 
the following real estate will 
be sold at public auction on 
Wednesday, July 30, 2025, 
at the Radford Circuit 
Courtroom, 619 Second 
Street, West, Radford, 
Virginia at 1:00 p.m., to-wit: 
 
PARCEL 1: CITY OF 
RADFORD vs. BARBARA 
JEANNE BRADY 
TAX MAP NO. 15-(5)-BLK 
9-3 
808 TWELFTH STREET 
 
PARCEL 2: CITY OF 
RADFORD vs. ORA FAYE 
CUNNINGHAM 
TAX MAP NO. 3-(7)-BLKG-
10 
308 CLEMENT STREET 
 
PARCEL 3: CITY OF 
RADFORD vs. WILLIAM 
JEFFERY 
JARVIS/THOMAS E. 
JARVIS 
TAX MAP NO. 1-(1)-1 
1048 STOCKTON STREET 
 
PARCEL 4: RADFORD 
LAND & IMPROVEMENT 
CO. (NON-JUDICIAL SALE) 
TAX MAP NO. 16-(1)-12A 
OFF SEVENTEENTH 
STREET AND STAPLES 
STREET 
 
PARCEL 5: RADFORD 
LAND & IMPROVEMENT 
CO. (NON-JUDICIAL SALE) 
TAX MAP NO. 16-(1)-16A 
ON STAPLES STREET 
 
PARCEL 6: RADFORD 
LAND & IMPROVEMENT 
CO. (NON-JUDICIAL SALE) 
TAX MAP NO. 16-(1)-21A 
ON ROCK ROAD WEST 
 
PARCEL 7: RADFORD 
LAND & IMPROVEMENT 
CO. (NON-JUDICIAL SALE) 
TAX MAP NO. 37-(2)-
SEC1-14 
OFF LITTLE RIVER ROAD 
 
PARCEL 8: CITY OF 
RADFORD vs. DAVID ELI 
SMITH 
TAX MAP NO. 11-(3)-49 
308 SHEPPARD AVENUE 
 
PARCEL 9: CITY OF 
RADFORD vs. HOWARD 
WALKER 
TAX MAP NO. 19-(7)-
SEC17-14 
2412 SECOND STREET 
 
The terms of sale require a 
deposit of 25% of the bid 
price with the balance due 
in ten days. 
Additional terms will be 
announced at the sale. 
Each sale shall be subject 
to confirmation by the Court. 
 
JAMES W. ELLIOTT 
Special Commissioner 
7100 U. S. Route 17 
Yorktown, VA 23692 
(757) 898-7000 
www.vataxsale.com 

WHAT 
BURNED

WHAT 
THEY CLAIMED

Their lies come out of your wallet. Insurance fraud 
costs everyone in Virginia $1,000 per year. Learn 
how to spot it and report it at TheCostOfFraud.com.

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit ap-
proval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, 
MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 
47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-
41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

1-877-614-6667
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

++ We o	 er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Promo: 285

Legals -
City of Radford
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Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480
Lisa@Lisa2buy.com • www.Lisa2buy.com
1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

Sunflooring Inc.
STEVE SMITH

With over 40 years of experience
Specializing in Hardwood Floors, 

Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring, 
Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile, 
Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank

540-556-3100

Sunflooring Inc.

Specializing in Hardwood Floors, 
Ceramic Tile, Carpet, 

Complete Kit and Bath Remodels, 
& Wood Refinishing

STEVE SMITH

540-556-3100

With over 30 years of experience

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

Phone: (540) 864-6390     Fax: (540) 864-6356
*Physical Exams  * X-ray Services 
* Laboratory Services * Acute Care

*Mental Health Services  * Well Baby Checks 
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Warren Martin
Sales Manager

540-966-0688
PO Box 630

Daleville, VA 24083

warrenmartin@southerntracellc.com
www.southerntracellc.com

Warren Martin
Sales Manager

540-966-0688
PO Box 630

Daleville, VA 24083

warrenmartin@southerntracellc.com
www.southerntracellc.com

Warren Martin
Sales Manager

540-966-0688
PO Box 630

Daleville, VA 24083

warrenmartin@southerntracellc.com
www.southerntracellc.com

Residential and 
Commercial 
Construction

540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

BUILDING

EADES & LOWER INSURANCE
5007 Carriage Dr., Suite 100
P.O. Box 21483
Roanoke, VA 24018 GENERAL INSURANCE

SHERRI STINNETTE HOLT
INSURANCE AGENT

Cell (540)819-9179 • Office (540)981-1124
Fax (540) 981-1266
sherri@eadesandlower.com
www.eadesandlower.com

AUTO | HOME
BUSINESS | LIFE

Vinyl Plank 
Flooring (LVP)
Discounted Prices

• Good Quality
• Professional Installation 

Call Today!  
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908

ADVERTISE
HERE!

To place your ad, call 540-389-9355 

Place your ad 
here, call 

540-389-9355 

If you believe 
in your business 

and want to 
build it...

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

The best place to find it,
sell it, buy it, & announce it.

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

540-966-1260
1215 Roanoke Road, Daleville

Call Loretta, Debbie or Kristi 
for your next move!

Serving the Greater Botetourt & Roanoke Valley 
communities with all your real estate needs 

for residential, commercial, construction with 
MLA services, Assist with 1031 Real Estate 

Exchanges, Purchases, Refinances and More!!!!

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

BAG 

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Sr. enlisted Army member
 4. Payroll fi rm
 7. Monetary unit of Macao
10. Cooking vessel
11. Cow sound
12. Hairpiece
13. Spoon-shaped surgical 
instrument
15. Mother
16. Remove from record
19. Foolish
21. Mailman
23. Unit of data size
24. Stirred
25. Deceptive movement
26. We all have one
27. Direct from pasture beef 
animal
30. A person’s own self
34. Helps little fi rms
35. Deep, red-brown sea bream

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

36. Tumbler
41. A short section of a 
musical composition
45. Young woman (French)
46. Wings
47. Wine bottles
50. Thin layers of rock
54. Opposite to
55. American state
56. Uncertainty about 
something
57. Basics
59. Indian seaport
60. Owed as a debt
61. Buffer solution
62. Unit of work or energy
63. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
64. One point south of 
due east
65. Born of

CLUES DOWN
 1. Small stem bearing leaves
 2. Female Bacchanalians
 3. Mediterranean city
 4. Measures electric current
 5. Arrived extinct
 6. Edible butterfi sh
 7. Causing wonder or astonish-
ment
 8. Behaviors showing high moral 
standards
 9. Ancient Irish alphabets
13. Footballer Newton
14. Utilize
17. Sum of absolute errors
18. Opposite of the beginning
20. Shoe company
22. Algerian port city
27. Girls organization (abbr.)
28. Type of cell (abbr.)
29. Swiss river
31. When you hope to get there

32. Fall behind
33. Expresses distaste, 
disapproval
37. Volume containing several 
novels
38. Less sharp
39. Food for the poor
40. Having made a valid will
41. Royal estates
42. Relating to wings
43. Japanese three-stringed 
lute
44. Taking something through 
force
47. Angry
48. Before the present
49. Showy ornaments
51. Norway
52. Comedienne Gasteyer
53. Consume
58. Founder of Babism

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

 

  
 
 
 
 

Virginia Avenue 
Pedestrian Improvements  

Town of Vinton 
 
Find out about a project to enhance pedestrian safety 
on a 0.34-mile section of Virginia Avenue (Route 24) 
that starts just west of 4th Street and extends to just 
east of South Pollard Street. 
 
The project entails adding crosswalks, curb ramps 
and pedestrian signals at Virginia Avenue’s signalized 
intersections with Third Street, South Pollard Street 
and the entrance to Precision Fabrics Group. 
Pedestrian accommodations also will be installed at 
Virginia Avenue's unsignalized intersections with 
Fourth Street, Second Street and First Street and at 
South Pollard Street's unsignalized intersections with 
Cedar Avenue and Jefferson Avenue. 
 
Review the project information and National 
Environmental Policy Act document in the form of a 
Programmatic Categorical Exclusion at VDOT’s 
Salem District Office located at 731 Harrison Avenue 
in Salem, 540-387-5353 1-800-FOR-ROAD, or 
TTY/TDD 711. Please call ahead to ensure the 
availability of appropriate personnel to answer your 
questions. 
 
If your concerns cannot be satisfied, VDOT is willing 
to hold a public hearing. You may request that a 
public hearing be held by sending a written request to 
Tim Dowdy, Virginia Department of Transportation, 
731 Harrison Avenue, Salem, VA 24153, on or prior to 
July 25, 2025. If a request for a public hearing is 
received, notice of date, time and place of the hearing 
will be posted.  
 
VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal 
employment in all programs and activities in 
accordance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. If you have questions or concerns 
about your civil rights in regards to this project or need 
special assistance for persons with disabilities or 
limited English proficiency, contact Tim Dowdy at the 
phone numbers listed above. 
 

UPC: 125069 
State Project: 0024-149-261, P101, R201, M501 

Federal Project: HSIP 5128 (556) 
From: 0.07 mile west of 4th Street 

To: 0.03 mile east of South Pollard Street 
 

 

evening. Kids of all ages 
enjoyed the foam cannon 
pit, passing footballs and 
rolling down the hill on 
the front lawn of the War 
Memorial, line dancing 
below the stage, and 
standing in lines for the 
variety of food vendors 
on site. Those included 
the Copper Dog, Deb’s 
Lemonade (who brought 
two vans), DG Ice, Duck 
Donuts, Get Glazed 
Donuts, Hangrcy, Munsey’s 
Smoke Shack, Social 
Bites, Tinker Mountain 
Kettle Corn, and Tinker 
Mountain Shaved Ice. 
There was free ice cream 
served by the youth at 
Thrasher Memorial UMC 
just across Washington 
Avenue. 

The town distributed 
glow-sticks, lighted 
bracelets, patriotic 
headbands, and more to 
make the occasion even 
more festive. Downtown 
Vinton celebrated with 
a block party on Pollard 
Street which included 

several of Vinton’s finest 
restaurants with more live 
music and outdoor dining.

The evening concluded 
with a spectacular fireworks 
presentation, once again 
by Grucci. 

There were many in 
the crowd from outside 
of Vinton who said that 
the town’s fireworks show 
had been recommended to 
them by people in the area 
as one of the best. The 
fireworks certainly lived up 
to their reputation again 
in 2025.

“I would like to thank 
Mandy Adkins and her 
team for such an amazing 
day in Vinton with the 
race early in the day 
and the Independence 
Day celebration with 
the incredible fireworks 
capstone that evening,” 
said Town Manager Pete 
Peters. “The day looks 
effortless, although there 
is a near endless amount 
of physical work, careful 
planning and attention to 
detail that results in a day 

of quality events such as 
this. 

“I also want to recognize 
the Public Works staff for 
the weeklong preparation, 
day of set-up for all of the 
activities within town and 
the post event clean-up 
– and the Vinton Police 
Department for their public 
safety efforts throughout 
the day for road closures 
and crowd control. It’s truly 
a team effort and a labor 
of love, although the July 
4th events are exactly what 
being a small town should 
be – a sense of community, 
care for one another and 
celebration.”

Pictured left to right are Crystal Williams, who performed the national anthem at 
the July 4th celebration, Vinton Mayor Brad Grose, and Vinton Director of Cultural 
Placemaking and Events Mandy Adkins, who facilitated the day-long events.

Fourth of July from page 1

ALCOVA Mortgage, 
LAMAR, Pollard 107 
South, the Shepherd 
Realty Group, RVTV3, 
the Town of Vinton, 
Winters Storage, Star 
City Pest Control, 
Roanoke County 
Schools, SERVPRO, 
Vinton McDonald’s, 
Vertex Signs, McCarthy 
Tire Service, Star Valley 
Containers, Farmers 
Insurance-Caleb Mann, 
Star City Christmas 
Lights, Elliot, EC 
Contracting, Star City 
Crawlspace, Perfection 
Masonry, William 
Byrd Middle School, 
Oakey’s, Blue Ridge 
Beverage, The Vinton 
Messenger, Magnets 
USA, Fox Radio 910, 
Ashley Wickstrom, and 
the Vinton Moose.

The William Byrd 
High School Terriers 
football team and 
coaches volunteer at 
each concert, setting up 
and tearing down. Defy 
Gravity volunteers to 
assist with the 50/50 
raffle and ticket sales.

Organizations or 
individuals interested 
in volunteering at the 
Mingle events or in 
helping to sponsor the 
series should contact 
the Chamber office at 
540-343-1364.

~Vinton Messenger 
staff report

Mingle from page 2

The
Vinton
Messenger

Since 1960

Here’s a quick recipe with just 
six ingredients – Ranch Chicken 
Bombs. In the past it was called 
Crack Chicken Bombs, but that is 
no longer politically correct. “Crack” 
just means it is so good, it becomes 
addictive.

Ingredients:
3 cups shredded chicken
8 oz. cream cheese
1 cup chopped cooked bacon 
1 Tbsp. dry Ranch dressing
1/2 cup shredded Parmesan cheese
15 frozen rolls, thawed
Combine shredded chicken, cream 

cheese, bacon, ranch seasoning, and 
parmesan cheese in a large bowl with 
hand or stand mixer. Flatten thawed 
rolls, then place a heaping tablespoon 
of filling in the center. Fold the edges 
of the roll up and seal the dough 
around the filling.

Arrange uncooked Chicken Bombs 
in a greased 9x13-inch pan. Preheat 
oven to 425˚ while stuffed rolls warm 
up sitting on the stovetop. Bake 
Chicken Bombs for 10-14 minutes 
until golden brown. Remove from oven 
and brush with butter (and parsley if 
you like). Refrigerate leftovers.

RECIPE OF THE WEEK

Ranch Chicken Bombs PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS

Grant Zimmerman, formerly the head coach at 
Centre College (Ky.), was named the Roanoke College 
head men’s lacrosse coach Wednesday after a nation-
wide search.

Zimmerman becomes just the sixth head men’s 
lacrosse coach in program history. Zimmerman will 
take over the RC men’s lacrosse program on July 14.

“I am excited and honored to serve as the head men’s 
lacrosse coach at Roanoke College,” said Zimmerman. 
“I would like to thank the Director of Athletics, Curtis 
Campbell, along with the entire search committee for 
giving me this incredible opportunity to lead this sto-
ried program.  Roanoke lacrosse has a rich history and 
tradition of success most recently under the steward-
ship of legendary coach Bill Pilat. I am humbled by the 
opportunity to follow his legacy and lead this program 
into its next chapter. I look forward to building a rela-
tionship with the Roanoke lacrosse family of players, 
alums, and friends as well as the greater Roanoke 
community.  I want to thank my loving wife Mattie 
and daughter Caroline for their support in this process, 
and we are excited to make our new home in Salem.”

Zimmerman became the Centre head men’s lacrosse 
coach in the summer of 2018. He has posted a career 
record of 69-31 in seven seasons in Danville.

His 2024 team went 14-4 and won the Southern 
Athletic Association (SAA) regular season and tourna-
ment championships. The Colonels fell just 13-12 to 

Pfeiffer in the first round of the NCAA Tournament. 
Centre went 9-7 in 2025, dropping five games by three 
goals or less.

In 2021, Zimmerman led the Colonels to a 12-2 
record that included SAA regular season and tourna-
ment championships, and the program’s first-ever 
NCAA Tournament victory. Centre defeated then-No. 
14 Denison, 12-11 in the opening round of the national 
tournament, sending the Colonels to the “Sweet 16” for 
the first time ever. He was named SAA Coach of the 
Year for the second time in his three seasons in 2021.

Zimmerman made an impact right away for the 
Colonels during his inaugural season in 2019, guiding 
the team to a 10-5 overall record and the two seed in 
the SAA Tournament, earning SAA Coach of the Year 
honors.

Prior to arriving at Centre, Zimmerman spent three 
seasons as the assistant coach at Denison. During his 
three seasons with Denison, Zimmerman helped the 
Big Red reach three NCAA Tournaments, including 
a national semifinal appearance in 2017. The Big Red 
won the NCAC Tournament each of his three seasons 
and was a mainstay in the top 25.

Zimmerman was a four-year starter between the 
pipes for the University of North Carolina from 2006-
09. As a junior, he was named a USILA All-American 
and was included on the Tewaarton Trophy watch 
list (awarded annually to the top player in college 

lacrosse).
In 2009, Zimmerman was the team captain and a 

Lowes Senior Class Award finalist. He was named 
to the ACC Lacrosse All-Academic team for the sec-
ond time and was the winner of the Davy Award for 
senior leadership. Prior to graduation, Zimmerman was 
named the Scholar-Athlete of the Year for the men’s 
lacrosse program.

After earning his Bachelor of Arts at UNC, 
Zimmerman played internationally as a member of the 
Netherlands men’s national team. He played in two 
European Lacrosse Championships (2008, 2012) and 
was the team captain of the Netherlands at the World 
Lacrosse Championships in 2010.

His early coaching experience includes work at 
The Gilman School in Baltimore, three seasons at 
Susquehannock High School in Glen Rock, Pa., and a 
season at John Carroll, where he was an assistant coach 
and defensive coordinator for the Blue Streaks.

“I am thrilled to announce the hiring of Grant 
Zimmerman as the new head coach of our men’s 
lacrosse program,” said Roanoke College Director of 
Athletics Curtis Campbell. “After a comprehensive 
national search, it was clear that Grant has the leader-
ship, experience, and passion needed to take our pro-
gram to the next level.”

Zimmerman and his wife Mattie have one daughter, 
Caroline.

Maroons hire Zimmerman to coach the men’s lacrosse team
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, 

or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

305 East Washington Avenue,
Vinton, VA  24179

540-343-4986
Betty Cundiff, Managing Partner

The Major League Baseball All-Star 
game will be played in Atlanta next 
Tuesday and it’s the only professional 
All-Star game I still care about. 

Before I get to the baseball game 
let me trash the others. The NBA 
all-star game, which I used to really 
enjoy, has turned into a joke. No one 
plays defense and they keep changing 
the format trying to make it inter-
esting. I usually watch the Saturday 
night dunks, three-point shooting and 
skills competition, then look in on the 
Sunday night game for about 15 min-
utes before getting bored. And I LOVE 
the NBA, that’s how bad it is.

The football all-star game is even 
worse. For a while they held the game 
in Hawaii because no one wanted to 
play after going through a brutal season 
and it was an incentive for players to 
take their family on a nice vacation. 
However, if they did play they were 
very careful not to get hurt and that 
takes away from the spirit of football.

When that turned into a joke they 
turned it into a touch football game, 
and who wants to watch that? It’s time 
to do away with it entirely, and I LOVE 
the NFL.

I haven’t watched the NHL game in 
years, but it couldn’t be any worse than 
the other two.

And now, back to baseball. The game 
lends itself to all-star competition. It’s 
a team game played by individuals 
who don’t necessarily need teammates 
to shine. Oh sure, you need to have a 
smooth turning of a doubleplay and the 
pitcher and catcher have to know what 
pitch is coming, but for the most part 
it’s a game where you can excel on a 
team that stinks. Who remembers Ernie 
Banks? For the younger set, remember 
how good Mike Trout used to be on a 
lousy Angels team?

So, for the MLB all-star game isn’t 
it fun to see a gathering of the best 
players competing and actually try-
ing to win the game? Unlike the NBA 

defense is a priority, and unlike the 
NFL there’s a minimum risk of serious 
injury. And, there used to be a lot of 
pride in your league.

I say “used to be” because the advent 
of interleague play has taken a lot of 
the edge off not only the World Series, 
but the All-Star game as well. Prior to 
1997 the only time American Leaguers 
would play National League teams was 
in spring training, the World Series and 
the All-Star game. If you’re old like me 
you remember when there were debates 
over which league was better, and how 
exciting it was to see the two leagues 
clash on a Tuesday in July and the first 
week of October. That rivalry is gone 
now, but I’m okay with that because I 
like watching the two leagues mix dur-
ing the season. 

When I was a kid the All-Star game 
was a big deal. You’d have Bob Gibson 
pitching against Mickey Mantle or 
Whitey Ford trying to get Hank Aaron 
out. Both teams had a lot of pride in the 
their league, and if you remember Pete 
Rose bowling over Indians’ catcher Ray 
Fosse at the  plate I guess there was a 
chance of injury, but it was important to 
win the game.

With a couple exceptions the base-
ball all-star game was played in the 
daytime until 1970, and since then it’s 

Aaron Judge wore this hideous jersey for the 2021 all-
star game instead of the classic Yankee pinstripes.

USA TODAY SPORTS PHOTO

Brian Hoffman
MLB all-star game is 
only one that matters

The courses for the 2025 USA Cycling Endurance Mountain Bike National 
Championships were recently revealed by Visit Virginia’s Blue Ridge, Roanoke 
County and the City of Roanoke. The championship races will take place at 
Carvins Cove, Elmwood Park and Explore Park from July 14 – 20. Over 1,900 
elite cyclists are expected to participate.

“We’re excited to bring our very biggest National Championship to Roanoke, 
and to continue building on its identity as such a special community for bike rac-
ers and recreational cyclists alike,” said USA Cycling CEO Brendan Quirk. “The 
beauty of the roads and trails, and the Virginian hospitality makes it a total joy 
to be back.” 

To support the local cycling community and sustainability efforts, USA 
Cycling is partnering with the Local Organizing Committee’s Visit Virginia’s 
Blue Ridge Foundation to add a $10 trails fee to each participant’s registration. 
The money will directly support local trail building and maintenance efforts.

“Being selected to host this national championship is a true honor for Roanoke 
and the entire region,” said City of Roanoke Mayor Joe Cobb. “This choice 
cements Roanoke’s reputation as a top-tier mountain bike destination. We are 
thrilled to welcome all the athletes who are journeying from around the country 
to compete here in the Blue Ridge Mountains.”

“It’s special to see Olympic-level athletes on the same trails our residents enjoy 
every day,” said Roanoke County Board of Supervisors Vice-Chair Phil North. “It 
highlights the world-class quality of our outdoor amenities and gives us a chance 
to showcase the best of our region, where mountains meet adventure.”

USA Cycling CEO Brendan Quirk added, “We’re so grateful for Roanoke’s 
commitment to the sport of cycling. Its investments in supporting USA Cycling 
National Championships and in the Virginia’s Blue Ridge TWENTY28 team over 
the years have established it as one of America’s most important communities for 
road, mountain, cyclocross and gravel cycling.”

“This world-class event would not be possible without the collaboration 
between the City of Roanoke, Roanoke County, and their fantastic parks and rec-
reation teams,” said Visit Virginia’s Blue Ridge President Landon. “Thanks to our 
community’s passion and hard work, over 1,900 athletes and their families will 
get to experience why Virginia’s Blue Ridge is America’s East Coast Mountain 
Biking Capital.”

USA Cycling Endurance Mountain Bike National 
Championships Schedule: July 14 – 20, 2025
Monday, July 14 - Cross Country Marathon - Carvins Cove | Hollins University
Tuesday, July 15 - Rest/Practice Day
Wednesday, July 16 - Short Track - Elmwood Park | Downtown Roanoke
Thursday, July 17 - Short Track - Elmwood Park | Downtown Roanoke
Friday, July 18 - Cross Country Olympic - Explore Park | Roanoke County
Saturday, July 19 - Cross Country Olympic - Explore Park | Roanoke County
Sunday, July 20 - Cross Country Olympic - Explore Park | Roanoke County

For more information visit https://www.visitroanokeva.com/usamtb/

USA Cycling National Championships are next week
Races will be held at Carvins Cove, Elmwood Park and Explore Park 

Phil North, Roanoke County Board of Supervisors Vice-Chair, and Tammy Shepherd, 
Vinton District representative, show a course map at the recent press conference.

PHOTO BY JENNIFER HAYWARD

been a night game every 
season. In the early ‘60s it 
was one of the few times 
you would have a game 
broadcast on television in 
color, and that was a big 
deal for a young Brian 
Hoffman. Growing up in 
southeast Pennsylvania I 
watched all the Phillies 
games I could, but they 
were always in black & 
white. And back then my 
family didn’t have a color 
TV anyway.

It’s hard for the younger 
folks to imagine, but when 
I was growing up having a 
color TV was pretty spe-
cial. They were also pretty 
expensive compared to the 
black & white models and 
I know my dad got tired 
of me campaigning for a 
color set.

My aunt Alice and 
uncle Bob, on the other 
hand, were one of the few 
people I knew who had 
a color TV. They lived 
about three miles away 
and I would walk over 
to their house on the day 
of the all-star game to 
watch it in living color. It 
was better than Bonanza, 

which was the show people always 
cited for looking good in color.

It was exciting to see all the dif-
ferent stars in their brightly colored 
team uniforms lined up on the first 
and third base lines. That doesn’t 
seem like a big deal now, in the day 
of high def and 1,000 channels, but 
in the early ‘60s that was a site to 
behold.

With that in mind, I hated the 
“uniform” uniforms the leagues have 
worn for the past four years. Instead 
of the respective team threads the 
teams wore specially designed ones 
made by Nike, and I thought that was 
a bad idea. I know the reason behind it 
was selling more jerseys, but when’s 
the last time you’ve seen anyone 
wearing one of those uniforms made 
just for the all-star game?

This year, thank goodness, the 
league got the memo. Players will 
once again be wearing their regular 
team uniforms for the game, and 
when they line up on the first and 
third base lines for pregame introduc-
tions it will once again look like an 
all-star game.

I’m looking forward to it. I tradi-
tionally root for the National League 
but if it comes down to the last pitch 
I’ll be happy either way.

The Three Disciplines
Cross-Country Marathon (XCM)
This is the longest, most grueling format of the week. Riders tackle 40+ 

miles of rugged backcountry trails, racing for multiple hours over steep 
climbs and rocky singletrack. It’s all about endurance, pacing, and manag-
ing technical terrain deep in the woods. 

Carvins Cove is the Marathon venue, and it’s renowned for offering 
miles and miles of the best of Roanoke’s single-track riding.

Short Track (XCC)
Fast, furious, and fan-friendly, short track racing happens on a compact 

1–2km loop. Racers go full gas for about 20 minutes, and it’s nonstop 
action—perfect for spectators who want to be close to the chaos. 

Elmwood Park is the Short Track venue, making this the first time a 
short track championship has taken place in a downtown core with urban 
features.

Cross-Country Olympic (XCO)
This is the marquee format you’ve seen in the Olympics: a ~90-minute 

race on a 4–5km loop with sharp climbs, drops, and switchbacks. Riders 
lap through the spectator zone multiple times, giving you front-row 
views of the world-class skill and speed. 

Explore Park is the Cross Country venue, and it’s the top spot for adven-
turous rides.


