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Miss Roanoke Valley, 
Susanna Shedd

Roanoke Valley’s Teen 
Amelia Sprano

Miss Arlington, Monica 
Romero

Miss Blue Ridge, Justine 
Brooke Murray

Miss Cardinal, Ani Dykes

Miss Central Virginia, 
Alexandra Walsh

Miss Chesapeake, 
Gabrielle Mercedes

Miss Chesterfield County, 
Reice Hedrick

Miss Coastal Virginia, 
Kenzie Kline

Miss Commonwealth, 
Victoria Howard

Miss Fauquier, Julia Allen

Miss  G reate r 
Charlottesville, Skylyn 
Proffitt

Miss Greater Richmond, 
Karlee Angel

Miss Hampton Roads, 
Irelin Ruppel

Miss Hanover County, 
Alexia Williams

Miss Hill City, Laurel 
Stiekes

Miss Indian River, Mikayla 
Dayton

Miss Lonesome Pine, Kylie 
Blankenship

Miss Louisa Couonty, 
Nicole Linder

Miss Lynchburg, Maddie 
Marchant

PHOTOS COURTESY MISS VIRGINIA 
OPPORTUNITY

Miss Virginia celebrating 91 years with $80,000 in scholarships 
The spotlight will shine 

on 53 young women from 
across Virginia when they 
gather in Roanoke to 
compete for $80,000 in 
scholarships and the titles of 
Miss Virginia 2026 and Miss 
Virginia’s Teen 2026 during 
the June 25-27 competition 
at the Berglund Center for 
the Performing Arts. The 
competition features 29 
Miss and 24 Teen delegates 
representing communities 
across Virginia. 

Susanna Shedd is this 
year’s Miss Roanoke Valley. 
Her Community Service 
Initiative is “Bridging the 
Gap.” Her talent is playing 
classical cello.

Amelia Sprano is this 
year’s Roanoke Valley’s Teen. 
Her Community Service 
Initiative is “The Means for 
Teens.” Her talent is ballet 
en pointe.

The new Miss Virginia 
will win a $20,000 
scholarship; Miss Virginia 
Teen wins a $5,000 
scholarship.

This year’s Competition 
Week begins with a new 
tradition. Delegates will 
arrive in Roanoke on June 
22 for a week filled with 
rehearsals, community 
appearances and special 
events. An official arrival 
ceremony will be held at the 
Hotel Roanoke on Monday 
with each contestant signing 
a commemorative map 
of the Commonwealth, 
symbolizing the diverse 
communities they represent.

Preliminary competitions 
(Miss and Teens) are held 
on June 25 and 26, with the 
final competition (Miss and 
Teens) on Saturday, June 
27.

Contestants will 
compete in health and 
fitness, Talent/HER Story, 
evening wear, and answer 
an on-stage question. 

Sixteen contestants who 
are vocalists will perform 
selections ranging from 
Broadway classics to 
contemporary hits. Sixteen 
dancers will showcase 

styles including tap, lyrical, 
contemporary, ballroom, 
clogging, and more. 
There will also be unique 
performances featuring 
jump rope, partner stunts, 

piano, and inspiring HER 
Story presentations.

The 2026 competition 
will welcome distinguished 
guests and former 
titleholders. Virginia-

native Cassie Donegan, 
the reigning Miss 
America 2026, will return 
home to celebrate the 
Commonwealth’s delegates 
and to crown Virginia’s 

Stars–Miss America’s 
Little Sisters. Donegan 
will also perform during 
the Thursday evening 

See Miss Virginia, page 7

That 80’s Show performing

Biggest crowd ever 
for first Mingle at 
the Market of 2026

Dancing and a keytarist in the street

In the 17 years of Mingle at the Market 
concerts, the June 13, 2026, event has 
to be the biggest one yet. The Vinton 
Farmers’ Market was full, the streets were 
full, Stone Plaza was full. Many were 
there to hear “That 80’s Show” band 
perform. Others just wanted to celebrate 
the grand opening of the summer season, 
on a warm, but not unbearable day.

“That 80’s Band” is a Lynchburg 
group, featuring throwback music from 
the 80’s— dance, pop, and rock— the 
old favorites. You name it— they played 
it. The band members are also known for 
their really big hair.

The Mingle concert series is sponsored 
by the Vinton Area Chamber of 
Commerce and many area businesses, 

with concerts twice each month, June 
through September. Chamber CEO/
President Angie Chewning says the total 
number of Mingle concerts has now 
reached 120.

The Mingles are held at the Vinton 
Farmers’ Market in downtown Vinton. 
In addition to great music, there are food 
trucks (Mountain Grille, Get Glazed 
Donuts, and Mrz Sweet Cakez this 
time), a Kids Zone powered by Dave’s 
Moonwalk and sponsored by the Vinton 
Moose, and beverages by Blue Ridge 
Beverage. The Virginia Credit Union 
sponsored a photo booth.

So many hungry people attended the 

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
See First Mingle, page 7

Town Council focuses on town 
property and redevelopment projects

The McGimsey Redevelopment Project Property in Vinton GRAPHIC COURTESY OF TOV

Vinton Town Council 
(Mayor Brad Grose, Vice 
Mayor Laurie Mullins, 
Keith Liles, Sabrina 
McCarty, and Mike 
Stovall) covered a lot of 
ground at its June 16 
meeting.

Vinton Historical 
Society President 
Mary Beth Layman 
updated council on the 
organization’s recent 
activities, including last 
week’s presentation of a 

one-act play about the 
1781 land grant that led 
to the town’s founding. 
Written by director, actor, 
and playwright David 
Walton, the production 
was performed four times 
in the historic chapel 
at Thrasher Memorial 
United Methodist 
Church.

Layman also reported 
that installation of a 
cargo/personnel lift at the 
Vinton History Museum 
is expected to begin this 
summer once a Roanoke 
County building permit 
is obtained. Artifacts 

are being boxed up 
in preparation for 

See Council, page 4

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org
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Welcome,

APPLY, CALCULATE
PAYMENTS, UPLOAD
DOCUMENTS, AND GET
QUICK ANSWERS—
ALL IN OUR MOBILE APP!

DOWNLOAD OUR
MOBILE APP TODAY!

APPLY HERE

The cast of “Land and Liberty: the Vinton Story” The Roanoke Valley Dulcimers

‘Land and Liberty’ plays to full houses sharing Vinton’s history

If you are fortunate 
enough to have attended 
a performance of “Land 
and Liberty—The 
Vinton Story” this past 
weekend, you probably 
experienced one of the 
most entertaining history 
lessons you ever had.

The one-act play was 
written and directed 
by David Walton and 
presented in the historic 
chapel of Thrasher 
Memorial United 
Methodist Church. He 
was commissioned to 
write the play by the 
Vinton History Museum 
and worked in partnership 
with Bear Theatre to 
produce the work. It is part 
of the VA250 celebration 
of the country’s founding.

A simple summary 
explains the premise of 
the play which impeccably 
blends fact and historical 
fiction in telling the 
story of Vinton from its 
beginnings in the 1700s 
through a Founder’s Day 
celebration in 1884 when 
its name changed from 
Gish Mill to Vinton. The 
intent of the play was for 
Mary Vineyard, betrothed 
to David Gish, to learn 
the importance of land 
and liberty and what it 
means to those who work 
hard to achieve it.

A cast of eight dynamic 
characters tells the story 
of those 100 or so years 
in flashbacks to the 
Revolutionary War period. 
It’s not dry history but full 

of humor throughout.
Cast members included 

Melissa Hagen playing 
Lydia Vineyard; Ellie 
Rosine cast as Lydia’s 
daughter, Mary, with 
James Gaballo playing 
Governor Thomas 
Jefferson. Blake Hill took 
the part of William Short, 
assistant to Jefferson 
during the time of the 
American Revolution. 
Luke Dillon (Christian 
Vineyard), Madeline 
Bedrosian (his wife 
Anna Vineyard), KJ Geo 
(William Tabler), and 
Kelli Hobson (Tabler’s 
wife, Maria) transported 
the audience to 1774 as 
they applied for a land 
grant for the property that 
would become part of 
Vinton.

The Tablers and 
Vineyards paid 15 shillings 
for the land with the 
application in 1774 and 
waited passionately and 
not always patiently for it 
to be approved. Christian 
even contributed supplies 
to the war effort to receive 
more favorable treatment 
from those approving 
the grants. Once the 
grant was approved, the 
two families toasted “the 
country birthed on the 
sacrifices of so many” and 
made plans for the future.

Walton welcomed 
the audience with an 
inspirational statement 
about why men covet 
land.

“Land. It’s more than 
the terra firma upon 
which we trod. It’s what 
connects us to our past, 

present, and future. To 
own a piece of land, no 
matter how small, is to 
stake a claim on the most 
finite commodity the 
world has to offer and 
make of it whatever we 
wish.

“In this one-act play, 
you’ll meet the Vineyards 
and Tablers, whose 
1781 land grant signed 
by Virginia Governor 
Thomas Jefferson, gave 
rise to the modern town. 
You’ll hear all about people 
and landmarks familiar to 
any Vintonite, and why 
they’re important. It is 
indeed Vinton’s story. But 
it’s also your story. Land 
feeds us, gives us a home, 
and connects us to each 
other.”

As for Liberty, Walton 
said, “The character 
Thomas Jefferson opines, 
‘Liberty is the sweetest 
fruit of all the providential 
trees.’ He’s correct, too. 
May our nation never age 
so much we forget what 
tyranny feels like. For 
when a prince, a prime 
minister, or president 
wields unchecked power, 
our pursuit of life, liberty, 
and happiness will hang in 
the balance today just as 
much as it did 250 years 
ago. 

“That is why the 
VA250 and America250 
celebrations are so 
important. We cannot 
forget the stories that 
define our collective 
past and point us to the 
future.”

Walton noted that 
“Land and Liberty” 

is about more than the 
birth of a town. “It is 
important to all of us. 
Land ownership allows us 
all to be kings and queens 
of our own property.”

The production crew 
included Asst. Director 
Donna Proctor, Costume 
Designer Pam Winchell, 
Props Manager Greg Parker, 
Backdrop Construction 
Manager Steve Rosine, 
painters Madeline 
Bedrosian and David 
Walton, photographer Sean 
Neff, and program designer 
Angela McNeil.

Prior to each show, the 
Roanoke Valley Dulcimers 
performed 18th century 
tunes.

There was a full 
house (or sanctuary) for 
virtually every one of the 
four performances. Cast 
members were gracious 
enough to answer 

questions, even trivial 
ones, about the play and 
their roles after each 
performance.

Several had enjoyed 
working with Walton on 
previous productions and 
wanted to be part of a 
completely new work, 
never performed before. 
One said that the director 
was very respectful of 
actors and is a “fantastic 
playwright.” Others 
enjoyed the “one-act play” 
concept rather than a 
more lengthy script.

The play is dialogue-
based, rather than action-
based. Asked how they 
learned so many lines, the 
actors had several different 
approaches, varying from 
endless oral repetition, to 
writing down the lines, to 
the use of a special app.

There were some 
interesting stories about 

the sets— basically three 
together on one stage, 
including the log cabin 
of the early Vineyards, 
the study of Governor 
Thomas Jefferson during 
the Revolutionary War, and 
the fairly luxurious living 
room in the 1884 Vineyard 
home. Some props were 
borrowed from the Vinton 
History Museum, including 
copies of the land grant, 
along with some items from 
the director’s home. 

There are some sad 
moments in the play– 
Maria Tabler died from 
an undiagnosed illness. 
Her husband eventually 
returned with their children 
to live in Pennsylvania. That 
may be why there is no 
part of “Tabler” in the word 
“Vinton.”

We can only hope “Land 
and Liberty” becomes a 
Vinton tradition.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

A painting of the Vineyard home in the 1800s PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

COURTESY TOWN OF VINTON

The Town of Vinton invites the 
community and beyond to celebrate the 
4th of July at the Vinton War Memorial 
on Saturday, July 4. This year’s event 
is part of America’s Block Party, a 
nationwide initiative commemorating 
the 250th birthday of the United States. 
Roanoke County is partnering with the 
town in support of this year’s VA250 
celebration.

Festivities begin at 6 p.m. on the front 
lawn.

This is a free community event for all 
ages, packed with patriotic fun for the 
whole family including:

•	 Music from DJ FLEX

•	 A patriotic program beginning 
at 6:30 p.m.

•	 Lawn seating under the summer 
sky

•	 Local food vendors
•	 A spectacular fireworks show at 

9:30 p.m.
Bring lawn chairs and blankets. No 

pets, alcohol, firecrackers, or similar 
items are permitted. 

Parking will not be available at the 
Vinton War Memorial due to fireworks 
safety requirements; however, parking is 
available throughout Vinton.

~ Vinton Messenger staff report

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS

Celebrate the 4th of July in Vinton 
Deborah Alvord and Buddy Bell 
watching the Hurricanes play in the 
Stanley Cup finals

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANGIE CHEWNING

By Angie Chewning

You can’t keep a 95-year-old down!
At 95 years young, Dr. George 

“Buddy” Bell proves that age is just 
a number. Recently, Buddy and his 
daughter, Deborah Alvord, attended a 
Carolina Hurricanes game in Raleigh. 
He had a wonderful time and showed 
once again that you simply can’t keep 
him down when there’s excitement to 
be found.

The game was part of the Stanley 
Cup Finals, and the Hurricanes went 
on to win. While enjoying the action, 
they even spotted former NHL player 
and coach John Tortorella, who once 
played hockey in Vinton.

While Buddy and Deborah were 
cheering on the action in North 
Carolina, Buddy’s son, Deaton Bell, 
was across the country in Los Angeles 

See Chewning, page 4

VINTON HISTORY:  Brass Inkwell
Before commercialized 

typing machines 
became widespread, 
communication relied 
solely upon the written 
word. Reaching their peak 
in the Victorian era, brass 
inkwells like this supplied 
writers with a variety of 
inks. 

Iron Gall Ink was 
primarily used and is 
most recognizable for its 

PHOTO BY LEVI WHITCOMB
See Inkwell, page 4
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VintonVinton
WorshipWorship
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BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible 
Lane, Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-
4465. Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Tra-
ditional Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 
10:00 AM, Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, 
Evening Worship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Ser-
vices: AWANA 6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom,  is 
a simple teaching that focuses on the Light and 
Sound of God to help people find more love 
in their life. We offer a Spiritual Event on the  
2nd. Sunday of each month. The program may 
be a Light and Sound Service, a Spiritual video 
and discussion, or other topics and techniques 
to help Raise Your Spiritual IQ. The Roanoke 
ECK Center is located at 1420 3rd. St. SW, 
Roanoke, VA 24016. For more information 
visit www.eck-va.org  or call 540- 353-5365. 
People of all faiths are welcome. 

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH -  2360 Hardy Road, 
Vinton (corner of Hardy Road and Feather 
Road), 540-982-3694, www.evangel4sq.com, 
Pastor Tim Wright. Contemporary Worship 
Service Sunday, 10AM. Bible Study Wednes-
day 11AM-12PM. “Building People to Change 
Our World”

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 
Highland Ave., SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-
4003. Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTE-
RIAN CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, 
VA, 540-343-1842; cmpc2verizon.net Sunday 
school 9:45am, Worship 11:00am; Commu-
nion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; Mon-
day Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays 
Stretch Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; 
Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Monday Girl 
Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill 
Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-8070. Pastor: Rev. 
Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 a.m., 
Worship 11 a.m.
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BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST 
CHURCH & CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 
1030 Bible Lane, Vinton, Va. 24179. Church 
Phone 890-4465. Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday 
Services: Traditional Service, 8:45 AM, 
Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Contemporary 
Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 
PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 
PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 
Washington Avenue, Vinton. Rev. Dr. Travis 
Russell, 343-7685. Sunday Services (year-
round): Sunday School 9:15 AM, Morning 
Worship 10:30 AM; Wednesday Services 
(during the school year): Worship, Bible 
Study, Children’s Choirs & Youth Ministry 
6:15 PM.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
- Will you “come back to the Bible”, learn 
more and follow Him? If you live locally in 
this beautiful Roanoke Valley or Botetourt 
County area, there is a Church, you will 
know it’s the ONE when you see the name 
on the end of the building that reads Church 
of Christ. 7165 Cloverdale Rd., NW, Roa-
noke, VA 24019. We offer a free 3 lesson, 
OPEN Bible course entitled “Back to the Bi-
ble.” Only available in home or where our 
Church meets: Sign up now on our website, 
daleridgechurchofchrist.net or email us at 
comeback2thebible@gmail.com and request 
to be scheduled for lesson #1 of 3 entitled 
“who has the Authority In Religion today”. 
You will  be contacted promptly. All studies 
are conducted by 2 individuals, never alone. 
May God Bless you in choosing this “open 
book Bible study.
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minis-
ter, 540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 
a.m., Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., 
Wednesday Bible Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom,  
is a simple teaching that focuses on the Light 
and Sound of God to help people find more 
love in their life. We offer a Spiritual Event 
on the  2nd. Sunday of each month at 2:00 
p.m. The program may be a Light and Sound 
Service, a Spiritual video and discussion, 
or other topics and techniques to help Raise 

Your Spiritual IQ. The Roanoke 
ECK Center is located at 1420 
3rd. St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016. 
For more information visit www.
eck-va.org  or call 540- 353-5365. 
People of all faiths are welcome. 

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH -  2330 
Hardy Road, Vinton (corner of Har-
dy Road and Feather Road), 540-
982-3694, www.evangel4sq.com, 
Pastor Tim Wright. Worship Ser-
vice Sunday, 10AM. Bible Study 
Wednesday 11AM-12PM.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH, “The 
Church Under The Cross”, 1201 
Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pas-

tor, Rev. Dr. James B. Davis (540) 
342- 1715, Worship 11:00am, stti-
mothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZA-
RENE, 728 Highland Ave., SE, Ro-
anoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., Sun-
day School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 
540-343-1842; cmpc2verizon.
net Sunday school 9:45am, Wor-
ship 11:00am; Communion 1st 
Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tues-

days & Thursdays Stretch Class 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; 
Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Monday 
Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday 
Men’s Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. 
Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOW-
SHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill 
Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-8070. 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sun-
day School - 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 
a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH 
- 246 Jefferson Ave., 540-345-3385; 
Sunday Service 10:30 AM.
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BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST 
CHURCH & CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 
1030 Bible Lane, Vinton, Va. 24179. Church 
Phone 890-4465. Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday 
Services: Traditional Service, 8:45 AM, Sun-
day School, 10:00 AM, Contemporary Ser-
vice, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 6:00 PM, 
Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, Bi-
ble Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Wash-
ington Avenue, Vinton. Rev. Dr. Travis Rus-
sell, 343-7685. Sunday Services (year-round): 
Sunday School 9:15 AM, Morning Worship 
10:30 AM; Wednesday Services (during the 
school year): Worship, Bible Study, Chil-
dren’s Choirs & Youth Ministry 6:15 PM.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST - 
7165 Cloverdale Rd., NW Roanoke, 24019; 
office: 992-4385. Sunday Bible Study, 9:30 
a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study, 6 p.m. Ladies class - Thursdays 10:00 
a.m. Visit our new web page: daleridge-
churchofchrist.net, it’s updated each week 
from local, national and international sourc-
es with news of interest to Christians. Take 
a video tour of our facilities. Read articles 
taken from the word of God that apply to our 
lives today. View a new sermon each week. 
Dale Ridge is reaching out to the Roanoke/
Botetourt area with the good news of Jesus 
Christ. Come join our plea to return to the Bi-
ble. We believe in the inspired Word of God 
which is as relevant today as it was when it 
was written. We believe in the Holy Spirit 
is a gift, given to every Christian when we 
respond to the Gospel as taught in the con-
text of Acts 2 and emphasized in verse 38. 
We believe Jesus is the only means of our 
salvation. (Acts 4:12) Is this your time to 
make a choice? (John 16:13) Have you been 
looking for a church family that’s led by the 
Holy Spirit into all truth? (John 13:35) You 
will know we are His disciples by our love for 
one another. Follow the advice of Philip when 
he told Nathanael about Jesus in (John 1:46) 
“Come and See.”
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minis-
ter, 540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 
a.m., Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., 

Wednesday Bible Study 10 a.m.
FOURSQUARE

EVANGEL CHURCH -  2330 Hardy Road, Vinton 
(corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 540-982-
3694, www.evangel4sq.com, Pastor Tim Wright. Wor-
ship Service Sunday, 10AM. Bible Study Wednesday 
11AM-12PM.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 Har-
dy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. Da-
vis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Worship 
11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland 
Ave., SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning 
Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednes-
day Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Ses-
sion; Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays 
Stretch Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednes-
day Choir 7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Sat-
urday Men’s Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, 
pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 
540-512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday 
School - 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson 
Ave., Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for 
all ages, 10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries 
- Children - Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible 
Study 6:30 PM.
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If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. 
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional 
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, 
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Wor-
ship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 
6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
BELMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST), 1101 Jamison Ave. SE, 
Roanoke, VA  24013, 540-343-7502, Worship 
Services every Sunday at 11:00AM, Pastor Terry 
Brace. We look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DALE RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST - 
7165 Cloverdale Rd., Roanoke, 24019; beside 
the Botetourt Athletic Club. Leave message 
992-4385. Sunday Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., Wor-
ship, 10:30 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study, 6 p.m. 
Please come visit us in person or get to know 
about us first by visiting our web page: daleridge-
churchofchrist.net.  Updated each week with a 
new sermon by Mike Mazzalongo, four minutes 
of video showing our nearly six acres of land and 
our beautiful, functional inside facilities, articles, 
events, news from Christian sources around the 
world and here locally plus much, much more. 
See how many ways Dale Ridge is “Reaching 
Out There” to the Roanoke Valley with the “Good 
News of Jesus. By clicking on “visit us virtually” 
real time access to our Worship services is avail-
able via your computer, a tablet or smartphone: 
Just follow the instructions. We believe in the in-
spired Word of God which is as relevant today 
as it was when it was written. We believe the 
Holy Spirit is a gift to every Christian upon their 
response to the Gospel as demonstrated by the 
3000 obedient souls in (Acts 2:38). We believe 
Jesus is the only author of our salvation. (Acts 
4:12) Have you been looking for a church fam-
ily that is progressive, outside the box thinkers, 
led by the Holy Spirit into all truth. (John 16:13). 
You will know we are His disciples by our love 
for one another. (John 13:35) Real time contact 
thru our website via email.
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 10 a.m.

ECKANKAR
ECKANKAR, THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL 
FREEDOM,  is a simple teaching that focuses 
on the Light and Sound of God to help people find 
more love in their life. The Roanoke Eckankar 
Center is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, 

VA 24016.  A spiritual event is held on the 2nd Sunday of 
each month at 10:30 a.m.  Since contracting COVID-19 
may still be possible, please take the health steps that are 
best for you.  It is appreciated that by attending you are tak-
ing responsibility for your own health. Visit www.eck-va.
org, www.meetup.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences * 
Group* or call 540-353-5365 for other Eckankar programs 
and for more information about how the teachings of Ecka-
nkar can lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH -  2330 Hardy Road, Vinton (corner 
of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 540-982-3694, www.
evangel4sq.com, Pastor Tim Wright. Worship Service Sun-
day, 10AM. Bible Study Wednesday 11AM-12PM.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 Har-
dy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. Da-
vis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Worship 
11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-

ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible Study; Tuesdays & Thursdays Stretch 
Class 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Wednesday Choir 
7:00pm; Monday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.   Rev. Jonathan Moelker, pastor

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School 
- 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson 
Ave., Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all 
ages, 10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Chil-
dren - Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 
PM.
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If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ORCHARD HILLS CHURCH - 6032 Cloverdale 
Rd. next to Read Mountain Fire Station. Worship at 9 
a.m. and 11 a.m. Sundays. Home group Bible studies 
available throughout the week. Pastor Scott McLucas, 
977-6800, www.orchardhillschurch.org.

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, Vinton, 
Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. Jason Gault. 
Sunday Services: Traditional Service, 8:45 AM, Sun-
day School, 10:00 AM, Contemporary Service, 11:00 
AM, Evening Worship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Servic-
es: AWANA 6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washington 
Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis Rus-
sell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 8:45 
a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional Service 
11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family Dinner: 
5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Children’s Minis-
tries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 p.m. www.vin-
tonbaptistchurch.org

INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
COLONIAL BAPTIST CHURCH–221 Hillcrest 
St., Blue Ridge. Phone 540-977-5683: Senior Pas-
tor John S. Dooley: Sunday: Sunday School, 10AM; 
Worship 11 AM (Tots & Children’s Church); Family 
Service 6:30pm; Wed., Prayer/Bible Study, 11AM 
& 7PM, Impact Teens: (G7-12) 6:45PM; Children’s 
Club 7PM (Age 3-G6). www.colonialbapt.org.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feather 
Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-759-8428. 
Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study 10 a.m.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3679 Sandlewood Road, Roanoke VA 
24018, (540) 206-6160. Repent & Be Baptized… 
Acts 2:38. Come study the Bible with us! Sunday Bi-
ble Study 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6:30 p.m., www.christianchurchofchristclear-
brook.org

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vinton, 
(corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 982-3694. 
Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM - Worship Ser-
vice, SuperChurch for Children; Wednesday 6:30-
8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 3-5th grade, Adult 
Bible Study.

343-9556
2350 Orange Ave., NE, Roanoke

FAN FOOD
NOT FAST FOOD

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
“The Church Under The Cross”, 1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 
24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday 
School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; cmpc2verizon.
net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 11:00am; Communion 1st 
Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; Monday Noon Bible School; 
Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; 
Tuesday Evening Bible Study 6:45pm;  Wednesday Choir 
7:00pm; Thursday Girl Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper 
with Rev. Skip at Famous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Lun-
cheon with Rev. Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.  Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 890-8300. Pas-
tor: Rev. Dr. Marianne Bird. Sunday School - 9:45 a.m., Worship 
11 a.m.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., SE, 
Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bible Study 
7 p.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave. 
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Service 
11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages 10:00 AM, 
Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - Awana; G-5 Youth 
Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.
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Read Luke 21:1 through 22:71

Do we ever look at our world and 
ask, “What happened?”
The moral climate seems to have 
plunged. Sin is rampant. Nuclear 
war threatens. A bad economy 
has become the new way of life. 
And what’s with all these record-
breaking natural disasters?

It’s easy to wonder if the end 
of world is near and become so 
afraid that we panic.

“When you hear of wars and 
uprisings, do not be frightened. 
These things must happen fi rst, 
but the end will not come right 
away” (Luke 21:9).

Many times through the past two 
thousand years, people have pan-

icked over the state of the 

world. Jesus had a word for them 
and for us: “Do not be fright-
ened.”

The world may change, but God 
is still in control.

Bad times can bring good results. 
As society disintegrates people 
tend to turn to God, and revival 
can occur. Challenges even make 
believers depend on God more. 
Our survival plan should be to 
prepare ourselves spiritually for 
whatever God brings—in good 
times or bad.

Challenge for Today: Think of 
a way to point people to Jesus 
when they express their fears 
about the future.

Quicklook: Luke 21:5–18

Peace in the Chaos

If you would like to see your church 
services listed here in the Vinton 

Messenger contact  Tucker Frye at
540-473-2741 or  email 

tfrye@ourvalley.org

If you would like to see your church 
services listed here in the Vinton 

Messenger contact  Alixandria Wall 
at Cell: (276) 732-6083 

awall@mountainmedianews.com

If you would like to see your 
church services listed here in 

the Vinton Messenger 
contact  Tucker Frye at 

Cell: (540) 389-9355 
tfrye@ourvalley.org

SALEM RIDGEYAKSSALEM RIDGEYAKS
VS MYRTLE BEACH PELICANSVS MYRTLE BEACH PELICANS

JUNE 23rd 12:05 PM JUNE 23rd 12:05 PM 
Camp DayCamp Day

JUNE 24th 6:35 PM JUNE 24th 6:35 PM 
JUNE 25th 6:35 PM JUNE 25th 6:35 PM 

Bark in the ParkBark in the Park
JUNE 26th 6:35 PM   JUNE 26th 6:35 PM   Hellbenders Night:Hellbenders Night:

Celebrating Southwest Virginia Wildlife Celebrating Southwest Virginia Wildlife 
JUNE 27th 6:35 PM   JUNE 27th 6:35 PM   ZOOZOOperstars!perstars!

JUNE 28th 4:05 PMJUNE 28th 4:05 PM

Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce members presented a donation of $2,000 to 
Ronald McDonald House Charities.

Chamber member Lee Lovern prepares a meal for families at Ronald McDonald 
House.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF VINTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Ronald McDonald House – The House That Love Built  

“The Vinton Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
believes in supporting 
the incredible nonprofit 
partners that make 
a difference in our 
communities,” says 
President/CEO Angie 
Chewning. 

They recently put 
their words into action 
in presenting a check 
for $2,000 to Ronald 
McDonald House 
Charities from the 
Chamber’s Casino Night 
event in January.

“We believe deeply 
in their mission and 
are excited to see the 
continued impact they 
make for families and 
individuals in need,” 
Chewning said. “Thank 
you for the important 
work you do and for 
being such a meaningful 
part of our community!” 

According to the 
charity’s website, “When 
a family has a sick child, 
the last thing they need to 
worry about is where they 
can afford to stay, where 
they will get their next 
meal or where they will 
rest their head at night. 
The Ronald McDonald 
House allows families 
to focus on what’s most 
important– getting their 
child the vital treatment 
they need.” 

The  Rona ld 
McDonald House of 
Southwest Virginia is 
located less than three 
blocks from Carilion 
Children’s Hospital. 
Volunteers there care 

for hundreds of families 
a year, providing much 
more than the comforts 
of home for families who 
must stay there during 
such a difficult time as 
when a child is seriously 
ill. Those families come 
for critical medical care 
from across Southwest 
Virginia, Southern 
West Virginia, North 
Carolina, Tennessee, and 
throughout the United 
States. In 2025 alone, 
families came from more 
than 50 regions across 
Virginia, Southern West 
Virginia, and multiple 
states nationwide.

Families who stay 
there live at least 25 
miles away. Families may 
make a donation, but no 
one is ever turned away 
for an inability to pay.  

The local Ronald 
McDonald House was 
built in 1984 through 
a partnership between 
the Roanoke Hospital 
Association, the Junior 
League of Roanoke 
Valley, and McDonald’s 
Operators of Southwest 
Virginia. It became the 
63rd Ronald McDonald 
House in the nation.

It offers families 
a home-away-from-
home consisting of 18 
bedrooms with private 
baths and two queen-size 
beds. It also has two large 
dining rooms, laundry 
facilities, a playroom, a 
library, and an outdoor 
playground. There’s 
even a Magic Room 
where children can pick 

a new toy. But most 
importantly, there is an 
atmosphere of care and 
support. 

Each bedroom has 
a private bathroom, 
television, telephone and 
alarm clock. The House 
is equipped with Wi-Fi 
Internet access and a 
computer available for 
guest use, located in 
the library. An evening 
meal is provided buffet-
style by local volunteer 
groups for all house 
guests. Guests are able to 
prepare their own meals 
at other times in the 
guest kitchen or find a 
donated pre-made dinner 
in the freezer.

Here’s how it started: 
“In 1973, Philadelphia 
Eagles player Fred Hill 
and his wife, Fran, faced 
every parent’s worst fear 
when their daughter, 
Kim, was diagnosed with 
leukemia. During her 
treatment at Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia, 
they met countless 
families traveling long 
distances to care for their 
sick children– families 
sleeping in waiting 
room chairs and relying 
on vending machines 
because they had 
nowhere else to stay.

“Determined to 
change that, Dr. Audrey 
Evans, a visionary 
pediatric oncologist 
met Fred and Fran and 
together they partnered 
with the Philadelphia 
Eagles and McDonald’s 
to create a place where 

families could stay 
together during a 
child’s medical journey. 
Through community 
support and proceeds 
from Shamrock Shake 
sales, the first Ronald 
McDonald House 
opened in 1974 near the 
hospital.

Today, Ronald 
McDonald House 
supports millions 
of families through 
hundreds of Ronald 
McDonald House and 
Family Room programs 
worldwide, all built on 
one simple belief: when 
families are together, 
they cope better.

In addition to the 
Ronald McDonald 
House, there are also over 
270 Ronald McDonald 
House Family Rooms 
serving parents and 
primary caregivers 
who have a child in 
the hospital. This 

private area is especially 
accommodating for 
those who may not meet 
distance requirements to 
be eligible to stay at the 
House

The local Ronald 
McDonald House 
Family Room opened 
in 2007 on the 14th 
floor of Carilion Clinic 
Children’s Hospital, 
“just steps away from 
the NICU.” According 
to the charity, “it 
serves as a respite 
area for adult family 
members and guests of 
hospitalized children. In 
close proximity to the 
Neonatal Intensive Care, 
and only a quick elevator 
ride from Pediatric 
Services, the Family 
Room provides a home-
like setting where families 
can relax without leaving 
the hospital. Staffed by 
volunteers, this space is 
available seven days a 

week from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. They have devoted 
careful attention to the 
amenities including 
comfortable seats and 
recliners, complimentary 
coffee, beverages, snacks, 
and microwaveable meals 
to be eaten on site, a 
kitchen with refrigerator 
and microwave, 
computers with Internet 
access, and a beautiful 
view of the Valley.”

According to RMH 
Southwest Virginia, 
“Ronald McDonald 
House is more than 
housing near the 
hospital. It’s a hot meal 
after a long NICU visit. 
A shower after sleepless 
nights. A playroom for 
siblings. A welcoming 
space that feels like home 
during the unimaginable.

“Having a child in the 
hospital is expensive for 

See House, page 4
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CLUES ACROSS   
1. Letter of the Greek 
alphabet   
4. Cause to become 
entangled  
10. Swiss river  
11. Conversation  
12. ‘Magnum’ was one  
14. Small integer  
15. Christmas  
16. Of a specific 
mountain region  
18. Burrowing bugs  
22. Of a symbol worthy 
of veneration  
23. A type of syndrome  
24. Cephalopod 
mollusks  
26. Metric ton  
27. Ornamental box  
28. As quickly as can be 
done  
30. ‘Hoop Dreams’ 
subject Arthur  

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

31. Old TV part  
34. Extinct flightless 
birds  
36. Former CIA  
37. Successor  
39. Archaic form of you  
40. Within  
41. Danny Hurley’s alma 
mater  
42. Not sacred or 
biblical  
48. Written law 
50. Popular hairstyle
 51. Congressman  
52. Type of font  
53. A predetermined 
period in office  
54. Pouch  
55. Hormone that 
stimulates ovulation 
(abbr.)  
56. One from a 
particular Asian region  
58. One’s sense of self-

esteem  
59. Headgear used to 
control a horse  
60. The habitat of wild 
animals    
CLUES DOWN   
1. A right conferred 
through legal means   
2. American island state   
3. Inflexibly entrenched   
4. ‘Pollock’ actor Harris   
5. Foolish person   
6. Follows a particular 
Chairman   
7. Choose   
8. Sunrooms   
9. One hundred grams 
(abbr.)  
12. A symptom of some 
physical hurt or disorder  
13. South American 
hummingbird  
17. ‘Girl Chopping Onions’ 
painter  

19. Wild dog  
20. Units of land  
21. Footwear  
25. Possessing a constant 
temperature   
29. Hormone that 
promotes water retention 
(abbr.)  
31. Popular game  
32. Pension (German)  
33. Giant of industry  
35. Inferred  
38. One who revolves  
41. Kept possession of  
43. Loss of electricity  
44. Stoppered  bottle  
45. Everything  
46. First to walk on the 
moon  
47. Engrave  
49. Female organs 
 56. Equal to 1,024 bytes 
(abbr.) 
 57. Northeast 
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Celebrating The Town of           ! 
GOOD SELECTION OF RIMS!   COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

attending the soccer finals. It seems 
the Bell family is always on the go. 
One thing is for sure– you can’t 
keep the Bells sitting still. The Bell 

boys certainly get around!
Many thanks to all our sponsors, 

volunteers, vendors, band members, 
and attendees for making our 

Mingle at the Market kickoff a 
huge success. Mark your calendars 
for the next Mingle on June 27 – it 
will surely be another exciting night!

Chewning from page 2

tendency to fade to brown 
over time. Galls, which are 
“tumor-like” growths that 
form on trees to defend 
against infections, were 
blended with iron sulfide 
to form a permanent, but 
acidic solution. 

Ink wells required 
ceramic liners, as the ink 

would corrode metals. 
Since this one doesn’t 
have a liner, it was likely 
used later in the era to 
hold specialty-colored 
inks or fancier black ink 
for educational purposes 
(these were far less 
corrosive). 

Although from later 

in the period, writing 
supplies like this were 
used all the way from the 
17th to the early 20th 
centuries, dominating a 
period where information 
spread around the 
world like never before. 
Examples like this and 
more can be found at the 

Vinton History Museum, 
210 E Jackson Street, 
Vinton. “Preserving the 
Past for the Future.”

~Submitted by Vinton 
History Museum volunteer, 
Levi Whitcomb

Inkwell from page 2

so many reasons, especially when travel is involved. 
Ronald McDonald House takes on some of that cost 
by providing a free place to lay our heads and fuel 
bodies.”

Chewning became involved with Ronald McDonald 
House by attending a benefit event about three years 
ago. Someone asked her to join the board of directors 

and “somehow this year” she ended up as president 
of the board. She says that while her family has never 
had to use its services, she “loves their mission.”

There is some misconception that Ronald 
McDonald Houses are fully funded by the McDonald’s 
Restaurant chain. McDonald’s did play a vital role at 
the inception of the Philadelphia Ronald McDonald 
House. More than 50 years later, Ronald McDonald 
House Charities (RMHC) and  local McDonald’s 
owner/operators remain committed to supporting 
the programs. However, Ronald McDonald House 
Charities is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation, 
not a corporate charity; McDonald’s is one of their 
corporate donors and the founding and forever 
mission partner of RMHC. 

Ronald McDonald Houses rely on donations and 
volunteers, raising their own funds. In fact, if you 
eat at a McDonald’s, you most likely have supported 
the charity through the Round Up program, a penny 
donated for each Happy Meal, or a Shamrock Shake. 

Each year, Ronald McDonald House sponsors events 
and national fundraisers. It has a four-star rating 
from Charity Navigator– the highest possible rating.

Vinton Chamber members recently volunteered 
to provide dinner for Ronald McDonald House with 
local restaurants contributing:

• Pok-E-Joe’s provided pulled pork and chicken
• 107 Pollard South provided baked potatoes
• Vinton Cafe donated desserts, brownies, and 

cookies
A group from Thrasher Memorial United Methodist 

Church prepares a meal at Ronald McDonald House 
on a weekly basis. Students at William Byrd Middle 
School have prepared and donated frozen meals for 
the House.

The charity welcomes volunteers. Visit https://
ronaldmcdonaldhouseswva.org/ for more information 
and to sign up to help provide meals.

~ Vinton Messenger staff report

House from page 3

Council from page 1

construction. The $233,000 project will 
provide access between the museum’s 
first and second floors.

She also recognized William Byrd 
High School interns Annabelle Teague 
and Levi Whitcomb for their work on 
museum projects throughout the school 
year and summer months.

“Not many towns our size have a 
museum like ours,” Mayor Grose noted.

Madison Bailey of Brown Edwards 
& Company presented the town’s 
2024 Annual Comprehensive Financial 
Report. Vinton again received a “clean 
unmodified opinion,” the highest audit 

opinion available.
Town Manager Pete Peters then 

brought several property, lease, and 
economic development matters before 
council.

Council approved renewal of a lease 
with Davis-McGhee Enterprises for 
property on Third Street and Industry 
Circle used by the town for storage 
of equipment, materials, and vehicles 
seized by the Vinton Police Department.

A significant portion of the meeting 
focused on the property at 7 Walnut 
Avenue. Council approved agreements 
transferring the town’s lease and 

purchase rights to Shadwell Properties, 
LLC, which plans to redevelop the 
12,000-square-foot building into two 
commercial units.

Under the arrangement, Shadwell 
purchased the property for $600,000 
and plans to invest approximately $1.25 
million in renovations. The company 
will convey ownership of the parking 
lot to the town while retaining access 
to a portion of the parking spaces for 
tenants.

Council also approved a performance 
agreement allowing the town to 
provide up to $500,000 in economic 

development incentives over five years 
if certain project benchmarks are met.

The former McClung property has 
housed a variety of industrial uses over 
the years, including an indoor lumber 
yard, a metal powder coating operation, 
and a commercial roofing business.

Council also renewed a lease with 
Cargill Inc. for several town-owned lots 
in the floodplain near Walnut Avenue 
and 11th Street. While the town cannot 
generate income from the FEMA-
restricted property, Cargill makes 

See Vinton, page 7
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For Sale
Antiques

Legals -
City of Salem

Legals  -
Botetourt County

Legals -
Craig County

For Sale 
Antiques 

Oak bed-$200. 
Oak dresser-$130. 

Downsizing: 
6 Oak chairs-$150. 
5pc lawn set-$160. 
Excellent condition 

Email for pics, 
lilacs_56@yahoo.com 

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions 

may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF*

1-877-591-9950For your FREE information 
kit and our Senior Discounts, 

Call Today Toll-Free

Transform Your Bathroom 
and Change Your Life.

Call 844-947-1479 to schedule
 your free quote today!

STATEWIDE ADS

Legals  -
Botetourt County

 
VIRGINIA:IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY 

 
NOTICE OF 

TAKING PROOF OF 
DEBTS AND 
DEMANDS 

 
At the request of the agent 
for the Administrator of the 
Estate of Johnsie Lawrence, 
deceased, as provided by 
§64.1-171 of the Code of 
Virginia, 1950, as amended, 
I hereby designate 11:00 
a.m. on July 21, 2026, as 
the time, and my office 
located at 207 Washington 
Street, S.W., Blacksburg, 
Virginia 24060, as the place 
for receiving proof of debts 
and demands against the 
estate. 
Given my hand this 4th day 
of June 2026. 
Warren S. Neily, Jr. 
Commissioner of Accounts 

Order of 
Publication 

Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-

316,-317,20-104 
Case No.CL26000843-00 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

CIRCUIT COURT, 55 EAST 
MAIN STREET, SUITE 1, 
CHRISTIASNBURG, VA 

24073 
ASHLYN KING, 

 CAMDEN ZEKE DILLOW 
v. 

Commonwealth of Virginia, 
 

The object of this suit is to: 
NAME CHANGE OF A 

MINOR 
It is ORDERED that 

CHANDLER DILLOW 
appear at the above-named 

court and protect his/her 
interests on or before  

July 22, 2026 @ 9:00 AM. 
Entered May 18, 2026 

Honorable Robert M.D. Turk 
Judge 

 

AUCTIONS 

A T T N . 
AUCTIONEERS: Promote 
your upcoming auctions 
statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 
audience. Call this 
paper or Commonwealth 
Media Solutions 804-
521-7570, advertising@
commonwealth
mediasolutions.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is backed by a 
no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-877-
614-6667 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 
15% off your entire order. 
Plus, Military & Seniors 
get an additional 10% 
off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see 
representative for warranty 
and offer details.

Safe Step. North 
Americas #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Legals  -
Montgomery County

VIRGINIA: 
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF 
BOTETOURT 

COUNTY 
IN RE: ESTATE OF 

SHARON MOYE 
MILLER, 

DECEASED 
NOTICE 

Having been requested to 
do so by Lenden Eakin, 
attorney for Carol 
Luukkonen, administrator of 
the estate of Sharon Moye 
Miller, Deceased, and in 
accordance with Section 
64.2-550 of the 1950 Code 
of Virginia, as amended, all 
creditors of Sharon Moye 
Miller, and all persons in 
any way interested in her 
estate, are hereby notified 
that I have fixed the 15th 
day of July, 2026 at 10 
o'clock a.m., at my office at 
13 South Roanoke Street, 
Fincastle, Virginia as the 
time and place for 
determining an account of 
the debts and demands 
against said Sharon Moye 
Miller or her estate, the 
priorities among them, and 
the names of the persons to 
whom they are due. 
All creditors of Sharon Moye 
Miller, deceased, and 
persons interested in her 
estate should appear at the 
time and place named, or 
any other time or place to 
which the proceedings may 
be adjourned, and protect 
their interest. 
Given under my hand this 
the 12th day of June, 2026. 
Malcolm McL. Doubles 
Commissioner of Accounts 

TRUSTEE’S SALE 
OF PROPERTY 
8415 Flag Lane, 

Roanoke, VA 24019 
Tax Map No. 106-

191, Parcel ID 
30488 

 
In execution of a Deed of 
Trust dated November 13, 
2020, in the principal 
amount of $115,548.92, 
recorded in the Clerk's 
Office of the Circuit Court of 
Botetourt County, Virginia, 
of record as Instrument 
Number 200005614, Woods 
Rogers Vandeventer Black 
PLC, Substitute Trustee, will 
offer for sale at public 
auction outside the front 
entrance of the Public 
Safety Building, Courthouse 
of Botetourt County Circuit 
Court, 205 North Roanoke 
Street, Fincastle, VA 24090, 
on July 2, 2026 at 12:00 
noon , the property 
described in said Deed of 
Trust lying in Botetourt 
County, Virginia, and more 
particularly described as 
follows:- 
 
Beginning at the 
intersection of the extreme 
southern corner of Tax 
Parcel No. 106-193, the 
western corner of Tax 
Parcel No. 106-194, and the 
extreme northern corner of 
the property herein 
conveyed thence 
proceeding S. 47 degs. 15’ 
00” E. 234.50 feet to a 
point; thence S. 36 degs. 
54’ 23” W. 105.89 feet to a 
point; thence N. 47 degs. 
15’ 00” W. 245.21 feet to a 
point; thence N. 42 degs. 
42’ 42” E. 105.34 feet to the 
place of BEGINNING and 
containing 0.5801 acres, as 
more fully shown on 
“Resurvey for Anthony W. 
Smith Showing Tax No. 
106-191 located along Flag 
Lane”, dated November 3, 
2019, a copy of which is 
recorded in the Clerk’s 
Office of the Circuit Court of 
Botetourt County, Virginia, 
with the Deed at Instrument 
No. 200003069, a copy of 
which is incorporated herein 
by reference hereto. 
TOGETHER WITH a fifteen 
(15) foot non-exclusive, 
appurtenant, right of way 
over Flag Lane as more 
fully shown on the aforesaid 
plat of survey. 
 
TERMS: Cash - Bidder's 
deposit of ten percent (10%) 
of the sales price by 
cashier's or certified check 
may be required. Balance of 
purchase price shall be due 
and payable not later than 
ten (10) days after sale. 
 
WOODS ROGERS 
VANDEVENTER BLACK 
PLC, Substitute Trustee 
 
For Information Contact:  
Woods Rogers Vandeventer 
Black PLC, P.O. Box 14125, 
Roanoke, VA 24038-4125, 
Telephone: 540-983-7729 

RFP #061826 
Introduction 
The Town of 

Vinton, Virginia 
(the “Town”) is 

issuing this 
Request for 

Proposals (the 
“RFP”) to 

solicit proposals 
for a direct bank 

loan evidenced by 
a Tax-Exempt or 
Taxable General 
Obligation Bond, 
Series 2026 in a 

principal amount of 
up to $2,500,000 

(the “2026 Bond”). 
Proceeds of the 2026 Bond 
will be used to fund capital 
improvements to a Town-
owned and Town-
maintained War Memorial 
building and grounds (the 
“Project”) as well as pay the 
costs of issuance. The 
Project is expected to be 
completed, and the 
proceeds of the borrowing 
are expected to be 
expended within twelve 
months of closing. 
Financial Information 
The Town’s Annual 
Comprehensive Financial 
Reports and Budgets can 
be found on its Town 
website here: 
https://www.vintonva.gov/10
0/Budgets-Reports 
Key Assumptions 
Issuer: Town of Vinton, 
Virginia 
Purpose: Proceeds of the 
2026 Bond will be used to 
complete the Project as well 
as pay the associated costs 
of issuance. 
 
Tax Treatment: Taxable or 
Tax-Exempt are requested. 
Bank Qualification: Bank 
Qualified (“BQ”) and Non-
Bank Qualified (“NBQ”) 
 
rates are requested on the 
Tax-Exempt proposal. 
 
Security: A General 
Obligation pledge for the full 
faith and credit of 
 
the Town. 
Amount: Up to $2,500,000 
Interest Payments: Please 
specify frequency of 
payments (i.e. monthly,  
quarterly, semi-annually, or 
at maturity). 
 
Town of Vinton 
311 S. Pollard Street 
Vinton, VA 24179 
Phone (540) 983-0607 
Fax (540) 983-0646 
 
Adam E. Cody Sexton 
Deputy Town Manager 
 
Principal Payments: Please 
specify frequency of 
payments (i.e. monthly, 
quarterly, semi-annually, or 
at maturity). 
 
Final Maturity: The Town is 
seeking proposals for terms 
ranging from 10 to 20 years 
from closing. 
 
Interest Rate: The Town is 
interested in considering BQ 
Tax-Exempt, NBQ Tax-
Exempt, and taxable rate 
proposals. Fixed rate is 
preferred, but variable rates 
will be considered. 
 
Optional Redemption: The 
Town prefers the option of 
prepayment in whole or in 
part at any time without 
penalty. If not, please 
specify the most flexible 
terms/conditions for 
prepayment that your 
institution would propose. 
The Town is looking for 
maximum flexibility in this 
regard. 
 
Drawdown: All at closing. 
Bank Closing Cost: None 
anticipated to be paid by the 
Town. Please specify  
any exceptions. 
 
Annual/Ongoing Fees: 
None anticipated to be paid 
by the Town. Please specify 
any exceptions. 
 
Lender’s Counsel: If your 
institution will involve its 
own legal counsel for 
purposes of reviewing the 
legal and financing 
documents, please provide 
the name of the firm, the 
primary contact(s), and a 
not-to-exceed fee for which 
the Town will be 
responsible. If your 
institution covers these 
costs, please clearly 
indicate this benefit in your 
submittal. 
 
Documents and Opinion(s): 
Spilman Thomas & Battle, 
PLLC, as Bond Counsel to 
the Town, will be 
responsible for drafting the 
financing documents. There 
are no other additional legal 
costs anticipated to be paid 
by the Town except as may 
be provided in your 
proposal. 
 
Conflict Waiver: Spilman 
Thomas & Battle, PLLC has 
been engaged to 
serve as Bond Counsel to 
the Town for purposes of 
this 

Legals -
Town of Vinton

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-877-591-9950

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$525.00 + $86.00 court 
cost. WILLS-$295.00. 
No court appearance. 
Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com

Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees 
and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-855-
262-5564

STATEWIDE ADS

The best place 
to find it, sell it, buy it, 

and announce it.

389-9355

MAKE AN 

“A”
IN 

ADVERTISING!
To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355

ABC NOTICE 
 
RCLC, LLC, trading as 
CARPERS, 5178 Craig 
Valley Dr., New Castle, 
Craig County, Virginia 
24127. 
 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) 
AUTHORITY for a 
Restaurant, Wine, Beer, 
Mixed Beverages, On and 
OFF Premises license to 
sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages.  
 
Robert Caper, President 
 
NOTE: Objections to the 
issuance of this license 
must be submitted to ABC 
no later than 30 days from 
the publishing date of the 
first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 
Objections should be 
registered at  
www.abc.virginia.gov or  
800-552-3200. 

Job
Fair

Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year 
Limited Warranty. 

Call 1-844-746-2332 now to

 
TAP JOB FAIR 

TUESDAY JUNE 30th 
10AM – 3PM 

 
Location: MELROSE 
BRANCH LIBRARY 

2502 Melrose Ave, Suite D 
Roanoke VA 24017 

 
INTERVIEWS ON SITE 

FOR 
TEACHERS/TEACHER 

I/TEACHER II/TEACHER 
ASSISTANTS/ 
CUSTODIAN 

TAP Provides a variety of 
professional development 
and promotes wellness for 

our staff. 
Come work for TAP and 

make a difference in your 
community! 

Benefits include PTO, paid 
holidays, health insurance, 

401k and more! 
TAP is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer with a 
Drug Free Workplace. 
For more information, 

contact us at 540.283.4800 
We only hire individuals 

legally eligible for 
employment in the United 

States. 
Bilingual ability is a plus 

Order of 
Publication 

Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-

316,-317,20-104 
Case No.CL26-1091 

VIRGINIA; IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 

COUNTY OF ROANOKE 
COUNTY OF ROANOKE, 
VIRGINIA, Complainant, 

 vs. 
CHARLIE L. PHELPS, a/k/a 
CHARLES L. PHELPS, et al 

Respondents. 
TO; THE RESPONDENTS; 
The object of this suit is to: 
enforce the lien for taxes 

assessed by the County of 
Roanoke, Virginia against 

certain real property 
designated as Tax Map 
Parcel No. 087.11-03-

25.00-0000. 
An affidavit having been 

made and filed that 
diligence has been used 

without effect to ascertain 
the location of Charlie L. 
Phelps, a/k/a Charles L. 

Phelps and that there are or 
may be persons with an 

interest in the subject 
property, including heirs, 

devisees, and successors in 
title of Charlie L. Phelps, 
a/k/a Charles L. Phelps, 
who may be deceased, 

whose names and 
addresses are unknown, it 
is hereby ORDERED that 
each of the parties appear 
on or before the August 1, 
2026, and do whatever is 
necessary to protect their 

interests in said land.  
IT is further ORDERED, 

pursuant to Va. Code 
Ann.§8.01-321, that this 
Order of Publication be 

published once a week for 
four successive weeks in 

the Salem Times Register, 
a newspaper of general 

circulation in the County of 
Roanoke, and that a copy 
be posted at the front door 
of the Courthouse in county 

of Roanoke, Virginia. 
Entered this 9th day of June, 

2026.  
Honorable James R. 

Swanson, Judge  
 

I ask for this: 
Amy H. Geddes, Esquire  

(VSB #38650) 
OPN Law 

3140 Chaparral Drive, Suite 
200-C 

Roanoke Va 24018 
Phone: (540)725-8181 
Fax: (540) 772-0126 

E-mail: 
ageddes@opnlaw.com 

Counsel for Complainant 
 

 

TRUSTEE’S SALE 
OF PROPERTY 
8415 Flag Lane, 

Roanoke, VA 24019 
Tax Map No. 106-

191, Parcel ID 
30488 

 
In execution of a Deed of 
Trust dated November 13, 
2020, in the principal 
amount of $115,548.92, 
recorded in the Clerk's 
Office of the Circuit Court of 
Botetourt County, Virginia, 
of record as Instrument 
Number 200005614, Woods 
Rogers Vandeventer Black 
PLC, Substitute Trustee, will 
offer for sale at public 
auction outside the front 
entrance of the Public 
Safety Building, Courthouse 
of Botetourt County Circuit 
Court, 205 North Roanoke 
Street, Fincastle, VA 24090, 
on July 2, 2026 at 12:00 
noon , the property 
described in said Deed of 
Trust lying in Botetourt 
County, Virginia, and more 
particularly described as 
follows:- 
 
Beginning at the 
intersection of the extreme 
southern corner of Tax 
Parcel No. 106-193, the 
western corner of Tax 
Parcel No. 106-194, and the 
extreme northern corner of 
the property herein 
conveyed thence 
proceeding S. 47 degs. 15’ 
00” E. 234.50 feet to a 
point; thence S. 36 degs. 
54’ 23” W. 105.89 feet to a 
point; thence N. 47 degs. 
15’ 00” W. 245.21 feet to a 
point; thence N. 42 degs. 
42’ 42” E. 105.34 feet to the 
place of BEGINNING and 
containing 0.5801 acres, as 
more fully shown on 
“Resurvey for Anthony W. 
Smith Showing Tax No. 
106-191 located along Flag 
Lane”, dated November 3, 
2019, a copy of which is 
recorded in the Clerk’s 
Office of the Circuit Court of 
Botetourt County, Virginia, 
with the Deed at Instrument 
No. 200003069, a copy of 
which is incorporated herein 
by reference hereto. 
TOGETHER WITH a fifteen 
(15) foot non-exclusive, 
appurtenant, right of way 
over Flag Lane as more 
fully shown on the aforesaid 
plat of survey. 
 
TERMS: Cash - Bidder's 
deposit of ten percent (10%) 
of the sales price by 
cashier's or certified check 
may be required. Balance of 
purchase price shall be due 
and payable not later than 
ten (10) days after sale. 
 
WOODS ROGERS 
VANDEVENTER BLACK 
PLC, Substitute Trustee 
 
For Information Contact:  
Woods Rogers Vandeventer 
Black PLC, P.O. Box 14125, 
Roanoke, VA 24038-4125, 
Telephone: 540-983-7729 

Order of 
Publication 

Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-

316,-317,20-104 
Case No.CL26-1091 

VIRGINIA; IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 

COUNTY OF ROANOKE 
COUNTY OF ROANOKE, 
VIRGINIA, Complainant, 

 vs. 
CHARLIE L. PHELPS, a/k/a 
CHARLES L. PHELPS, et al 

Respondents. 
TO; THE RESPONDENTS; 
The object of this suit is to: 
enforce the lien for taxes 

assessed by the County of 
Roanoke, Virginia against 

certain real property 
designated as Tax Map 
Parcel No. 087.11-03-

25.00-0000. 
An affidavit having been 

made and filed that 
diligence has been used 

without effect to ascertain 
the location of Charlie L. 
Phelps, a/k/a Charles L. 

Phelps and that there are or 
may be persons with an 

interest in the subject 
property, including heirs, 

devisees, and successors in 
title of Charlie L. Phelps, 
a/k/a Charles L. Phelps, 
who may be deceased, 

whose names and 
addresses are unknown, it 
is hereby ORDERED that 
each of the parties appear 
on or before the August 1, 
2026, and do whatever is 
necessary to protect their 

interests in said land.  
IT is further ORDERED, 

pursuant to Va. Code 
Ann.§8.01-321, that this 
Order of Publication be 

published once a week for 
four successive weeks in 

the Salem Times Register, 
a newspaper of general 

circulation in the County of 
Roanoke, and that a copy 
be posted at the front door 
of the Courthouse in county 

of Roanoke, Virginia. 
Entered this 9th day of June, 

2026.  
Honorable James R. 

Swanson, Judge  
 

I ask for this: 
Amy H. Geddes, Esquire  

(VSB #38650) 
OPN Law 

3140 Chaparral Drive, Suite 
200-C 

Roanoke Va 24018 
Phone: (540)725-8181 
Fax: (540) 772-0126 

E-mail: 
ageddes@opnlaw.com 

Counsel for Complainant 
 

 

Legals -
City of Salem

RFP #061826 
Introduction 
The Town of 

Vinton, Virginia 
(the “Town”) is 

issuing this 
Request for 

Proposals (the 
“RFP”) to 

solicit proposals 
for a direct bank 

loan evidenced by 
a Tax-Exempt or 
Taxable General 
Obligation Bond, 
Series 2026 in a 

principal amount of 
up to $2,500,000 

(the “2026 Bond”). 
Proceeds of the 2026 Bond 
will be used to fund capital 
improvements to a Town-
owned and Town-
maintained War Memorial 
building and grounds (the 
“Project”) as well as pay the 
costs of issuance. The 
Project is expected to be 
completed, and the 
proceeds of the borrowing 
are expected to be 
expended within twelve 
months of closing. 
Financial Information 
The Town’s Annual 
Comprehensive Financial 
Reports and Budgets can 
be found on its Town 
website here: 
https://www.vintonva.gov/10
0/Budgets-Reports 
Key Assumptions 
Issuer: Town of Vinton, 
Virginia 
Purpose: Proceeds of the 
2026 Bond will be used to 
complete the Project as well 
as pay the associated costs 
of issuance. 
 
Tax Treatment: Taxable or 
Tax-Exempt are requested. 
Bank Qualification: Bank 
Qualified (“BQ”) and Non-
Bank Qualified (“NBQ”) 
 
rates are requested on the 
Tax-Exempt proposal. 
 
Security: A General 
Obligation pledge for the full 
faith and credit of 
 
the Town. 
Amount: Up to $2,500,000 
Interest Payments: Please 
specify frequency of 
payments (i.e. monthly,  
quarterly, semi-annually, or 
at maturity). 
 
Town of Vinton 
311 S. Pollard Street 
Vinton, VA 24179 
Phone (540) 983-0607 
Fax (540) 983-0646 
 
Adam E. Cody Sexton 
Deputy Town Manager 
 
Principal Payments: Please 
specify frequency of 
payments (i.e. monthly, 
quarterly, semi-annually, or 
at maturity). 
 
Final Maturity: The Town is 
seeking proposals for terms 
ranging from 10 to 20 years 
from closing. 
 
Interest Rate: The Town is 
interested in considering BQ 
Tax-Exempt, NBQ Tax-
Exempt, and taxable rate 
proposals. Fixed rate is 
preferred, but variable rates 
will be considered. 
 
Optional Redemption: The 
Town prefers the option of 
prepayment in whole or in 
part at any time without 
penalty. If not, please 
specify the most flexible 
terms/conditions for 
prepayment that your 
institution would propose. 
The Town is looking for 
maximum flexibility in this 
regard. 
 
Drawdown: All at closing. 
Bank Closing Cost: None 
anticipated to be paid by the 
Town. Please specify  
any exceptions. 
 
Annual/Ongoing Fees: 
None anticipated to be paid 
by the Town. Please specify 
any exceptions. 
 
Lender’s Counsel: If your 
institution will involve its 
own legal counsel for 
purposes of reviewing the 
legal and financing 
documents, please provide 
the name of the firm, the 
primary contact(s), and a 
not-to-exceed fee for which 
the Town will be 
responsible. If your 
institution covers these 
costs, please clearly 
indicate this benefit in your 
submittal. 
 
Documents and Opinion(s): 
Spilman Thomas & Battle, 
PLLC, as Bond Counsel to 
the Town, will be 
responsible for drafting the 
financing documents. There 
are no other additional legal 
costs anticipated to be paid 
by the Town except as may 
be provided in your 
proposal. 
 
Conflict Waiver: Spilman 
Thomas & Battle, PLLC has 
been engaged to 
serve as Bond Counsel to 
the Town for purposes of 
this 

Legals -
Town of Vinton

financing. By submitting its 
proposal, each proposer 
represents that it 
understands the role of 
Spilman Thomas 
 & Battle, PLLC, and that, if 
the proposer is selected as 
the winning proposer, the 
proposer will have agreed to 
waive any potential conflict 
of interest that the 
involvement of 
Spilman Thomas & Battle, 
PLLC might present to such 
proposer in connection with 
this financing. 
 
Ongoing Disclosure: The 
Town will provide annual 
audited financial 
statements. 
Please specify any 
additional requirements. 
 
Direct Bank Loan: 
Proposals are requested for 
a direct bank loan 
evidenced by the 2026 
Bond, by a single financial 
institution or a 
syndicate of financial 
institutions represented by 
one lead institution with 
which the Town will deal 
with exclusively on all 
aspects of the financing. 
The successful proposer(s) 
will be expected to provide 
a letter in form satisfactory 
to the Town and Bond 
Counsel regarding the 
qualifications of the lender 
and stating that the loan is 
being made for its 
own account, with the 
present intent to hold the 
loan to maturity and with no 
intention of sale or 
distribution. No formal 
offering document will be 
prepared, although 
proposers should feel free 
to direct any questions 
about the Town or its 
finances to the Town’s 
Deputy Town Manager, 
whose contact information 
is below. 
 
Award: The Town reserves 
the right to request 
additional information from 
the proposers and reserves 
the right to reject any or all 
proposals and to waive any 
irregularity or informality. 
Although the selection will 
be based substantially on 
lowest total financing cost 
(including both interest cost 
and upfront fees and 
expenses), the Town 
reserves the right to select 
the proposer that best 
meets the needs of the 
Town. 
 
Closing: Closing is expected 
to take place by August 31, 
2026. Closing date could be 
earlier if both parties agree. 
The opinion(s) of Bond 
Counsel will be delivered at 
closing. Additionally, please 
specify any other terms or 
conditions that would impact 
the proposed structure of 
the financing agreement. A 
preliminary timetable for 
action is shown below. 
Submission of Proposals: 
By submitting a proposal for 
the 2026 Bond, we are 
anticipating that the 
financing has received 
final or near final credit 
approval by your banking 
institution and that your 
banking institution is 
ready and able to provide 
the funding to the Town, 
should your banking 
institution be selected as 
the winning proposer. If this 
financing requires additional 
credit approvals after 
submission of your 
response, please clearly 
indicate that in your 
response and describe the 
process by which these 
additional approvals will be 
obtained, the timing of 
receiving these approvals, 
and any additional 
information that will need to 
be provided by the Town. 
We look forward to your 
response by 3:00 p.m. on 
July 20, 2026. Proposals 
should be submitted 
electronically or hard copy 
to: 
Adam E. Cody Sexton 
Deputy Town Manager 
Town of Vinton 
311 South Pollard Street 
Vinton, VA 24179 
csexton@vintonva.gov 
540-983-0607 
If you have any questions 
about this RFP, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at 
the above email address or 
phone number. 
Sincerely, 
Adam E. Cody Sexton 
Deputy Town Manager 
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To place 
your ad here, 

call 540-389-9355 

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480
Lisa@Lisa2buy.com • www.Lisa2buy.com
1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

Sunflooring Inc.
STEVE SMITH

With over 40 years of experience
Specializing in Hardwood Floors, 

Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring, 
Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile, 
Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank

540-556-3100

Sunflooring Inc.

Specializing in Hardwood Floors, 
Ceramic Tile, Carpet, 

Complete Kit and Bath Remodels, 
& Wood Refinishing

STEVE SMITH

540-556-3100

With over 30 years of experience

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

Phone: (540) 864-6390     Fax: (540) 864-6356
*Physical Exams  * X-ray Services 
* Laboratory Services * Acute Care

*Mental Health Services  * Well Baby Checks 
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Warren Martin
Sales Manager

540-966-0688
PO Box 630

Daleville, VA 24083

warrenmartin@southerntracellc.com
www.southerntracellc.com

Warren Martin
Sales Manager

540-966-0688
PO Box 630

Daleville, VA 24083

warrenmartin@southerntracellc.com
www.southerntracellc.com

Warren Martin
Sales Manager

540-966-0688
PO Box 630

Daleville, VA 24083

warrenmartin@southerntracellc.com
www.southerntracellc.com

Residential and 
Commercial 
Construction

540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

BUILDING

EADES & LOWER INSURANCE
5007 Carriage Dr., Suite 100
P.O. Box 21483
Roanoke, VA 24018 GENERAL INSURANCE

SHERRI STINNETTE HOLT
INSURANCE AGENT

Cell (540)819-9179 • Office (540)981-1124
Fax (540) 981-1266
sherri@eadesandlower.com
www.eadesandlower.com

AUTO | HOME
BUSINESS | LIFE

Place your ad 
here, call 

540-389-9355 

ADVERTISE
HERE!

To place your ad, call 540-389-9355 

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

If you believe 
in your business 

and want to 
build it...

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

10-4
10-3

540-966-1260
1215 Roanoke Road, Daleville

Call Loretta, Debbie or Kristi 
for your next move!

Serving the Greater Botetourt & Roanoke Valley 
communities with all your real estate needs 

for residential, commercial, construction with 
MLA services, Assist with 1031 Real Estate 

Exchanges, Purchases, Refinances and More!!!!

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

vintoncoin.com

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

GOOD SELECTION OF RIMS!   COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The best place to find it, 
sell it, buy it, & 

announce it.

To place your ad, call 389-9355

BUSINESS SERVICES 
DIRECTORY
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Miss Virginia from page 1

preliminary competition. 
Former Miss America’s 

Teen and Miss Virginia’s 
Teen Caitlin Brunell will 
co-host the event with 
Meghan Shanley, Miss 
Virginia 2001, who is 
celebrating her 25th 
anniversary of winning the 
state title.  

Brunell will also host 
the Style Show/Luncheon 
in the Grand Ballroom on 
Friday, when the delegates 
model red dresses in 
support of the American 
Heart Association’s Go 
Red for Women initiative, 
a national scholarship 
partner dedicated to raising 
awareness of women’s heart 
health. 

Debbye Turner Bell, 
Miss America 1990, will 
deliver the keynote address 
during the Royal Luncheon 
on Saturday, June 27, in 
the Crystal Ballroom of 
Hotel Roanoke. Bell is also 
serving as head judge for 
the competition. 

Longtime Miss Virginia 
performer and volunteer 

Lowell Hill will once 
again sing the official 
Miss Virginia theme and 
the traditional “Will She 
Be Miss America?” to the 
newly crowned winner 

Saturday night. A 54-year 
volunteer with the Miss 
Virginia Opportunity, 
Hill is affectionately 
known among volunteers 
as Virginia’s own “Bert 

Parks.” 
Follow the journey 

of this year’s delegates 
and experience behind-
the-scenes moments 
throughout the week on 

social media: Instagram: 
@missvaopportunity or 
Facebook: facebook.com/
crownmissva. 

For detailed event 
details and to purchase 

tickets, visit www.
missvirginia.org.

~Submitted by Miss 
Virginia Opportunity

Miss Northern Virginia, 
Trysten Jackson

Miss Piedmont Region, 
Jordan Welker

Miss Pungo, Liz Fellinger Miss Portsmouth Seawell, 
Ashlyn Guye

Miss Southampton County, 
Madison Ramsingh

Miss Southeastern 
Virginia, Sedora Booker

Miss Tidewater Peninsula, 
Brooklynn Saunders

Miss Tysons, Larissa 
Manrique

Miss Virginia Beach, Laila 
Toubia

Miss Western Tidewater, 
Taylor Curro

PHOTOS COURTESY MISS VIRGINIA 
OPPORTUNITY

concert that Mountain Grille and Get Glazed sold out.
Something new this year is renting a table for the 

evening at the new Stone Plaza ($125 includes tickets 
for four and two drink tickets per person), thanks to 
Dale Wilkinson and the Wilkinson Group.

The Chamber thanks the William Byrd football team 
for volunteering to set up the venue and take it back 
down after the concert ends. Defy Gravity volunteered 
working the gate and doing drink ticket sales, along 
with Bank of Botetourt.

Any individuals or organizations interested in 
volunteering at the Mingle events may contact the 
Chamber office at 540-343-1364 or email info@
vintonchamber.com. Sponsorship opportunities also are 
still available.

Sponsors for the first Mingle included Stage Sponsors 
HomeTrust Bank and Pok-e-Joe’s, the Shepherd 
Realty Group, Blue Ridge Beverage, PFG, the Salem 
RidgeYaks, Rosie’s Gaming Emporium, McDonalds’s, 
Davis H. Elliottt, Oakey’s,  Pollard 107 South, Crooked 

Shoreline, Upward Financial Planning, Vinton Moose 
Lodge 1121, ServPro, Virginia Credit Union, the Town 
of Vinton, Roanoke County, Star Valley Container, 
McCarthy Tire Service, Renewal by Andersen, LAMAR, 
Dirk Padgett Law, Coastal Insurance Planning, Ashley 
Wickstrom Lending Team, Lee Enterprises,  Roanoke 
County Schools, Sun Solutions, EEC, MOI, My 
Mechanic, Vinton Roofing, One Stop Auto, and The 
Vinton Messenger.

Great local bands continue throughout the 2026 
season with The Kings, Gasoline Alley, Five Dollar 
Shake, Supafly Five, Big Daddy Raye, and Solacoustix. 
Openers include Chris Keaton and the Millennials, 
Annalyse Marie, Abbey & Andy NeiKirk, and Justin 
and Lindsey Prillaman.

The June 27 Mingle will showcase the Eric Wayne 
Band with opener Annalyse Marie. Food trucks will 
include Hot Bunz Hot Dogs, Get Glazed Donuts, and 
the Local Lemon.

~Vinton Messenger staff report

First Mingle from page 1

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS

A huge crowd turned out for the first Mingle at the Market of 2026

annual donations to the 
Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Southwest Virginia in 
exchange for use of the 
land.

Another lease renewal 
involved a parking lot 
near East Washington 
Avenue used by patrons 
and employees of 
Macado’s restaurant 
and as overflow parking 
near the Vinton War 
Memorial.

Perhaps the most 
notable action of 
the evening involved 

the long-discussed 
McGimsey Property 
Redevelopment Project. 
Council accepted a 
proposal from River 
Park Properties, LLC, 
and authorized staff to 
move forward with due 
diligence work, public 
design charrettes, and 
development of future 
agreements.

The town secured an 
option agreement on 
the 10.6-acre McGimsey 
property on Washington 
Avenue in 2025 and has 

since completed extensive 
studies to evaluate the 
site’s redevelopment 
potential. The property 
is considered the largest 
undeveloped tract in 
Vinton.

A request for proposals 
issued earlier this year 
generated one response, 
from River Park 
Properties. The proposal 
envisions a high-density 
residential community 
featuring a mix of 
housing types, including 
cottages, single-family 

homes, and multifamily 
units designed to serve 
residents across a range 
of price points.

Special Projects 
Assistant Jill Loope 
told council there are 
still “lots of moving 
parts and layers to 
the project,” citing 
zoning considerations, 
significant elevation 
changes, and the 
presence of a stream on 
the property.

Council also approved 
a year-end budget 

amendment presented by 
Deputy Town Manager 
Cody Sexton. The 
amendment appropriates 
approximately $1.6 
million for a variety of 
capital and operational 
needs,  including 
equipment, vehicles, 
traffic signals, paving, 
stormwater projects, 
maintenance, training, 
and personnel expenses. 
The measure serves as 
the town’s annual fiscal 
year-end budget cleanup.

The next Vinton 

Town Council meeting 
is scheduled for July 7.

Vinton from page 4

Two William Byrd High School seniors 
were among the 41 nominees for 
this year’s B’nai B’rith Awards, with 
winners announced at a banquet 
Monday night at the Hotel Roanoke. 
The award recognizes senior athletes 
from Roanoke Valley schools judged on 
athletic achievement, scholarship and 
personal life. William Byrd’s nominees 
were wrestler Darin Witcher and Lucy 
Whitenack, a runner on the Byrd track 
and cross country teams. The overall 
winners were Elijah Thomas of William 
Fleming for the boys and Lydia Pratt 
of Radford for the girls. Left, Witcher 
and Whitenack pose for a photo with 
their Byrd coaches. Left to right are 
wrestling coach Thomas Kessler, 
Witcher, track coach James Pannell, 
Whitenack and cross country coach 
Kayland Johnston.

Witcher, Whitenack  
are William Byrd HS 
B’nai B’rith nominees 

PHOTO BY SUZANNE WITCHER
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, 

or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

VOTE NOW!
Give a shout out to your favorite businesses around 

The Roanoke Valley 

More than 100 categories—from
• Steakhouse • Wineries • Pizzerias

• Event Centers • Law �rms • Jewelry Stores
• Ice Cream Shops • and much more,

You can cast your votes in each Category

Cast your votes from 

 mountainmedianews.com/bestofroanoke/
Our ballot is super simple! Don't know much about the accounting �rm in your region? Feel free to skip it and move on. 

Fill out the entire ballot if you're feeling ambitious, or pick and choose among our categories. Select from our drop 
down list, or if your favorite co�ee shop or spa isn't listed, write in your own winner. And, take your time. Our voting 

platform saves your votes, so you don't have to feel rushed. That means you can return to the ballot to continue 
choosing your favorites without worrying about any of your votes being lost.

Winner's will be published in
New Castle Record & Fincastle Herald on 

& Salem Times Register & Vinton Messenger July 3

The Roanoke 
Area Youth Softball 
Association(RAYSA) 
tournament conclud-
ed last week and this 
week the Roanoke 
Area Youth Baseball 
Association(RAYBA) 
games are being held.

The RAYSA tourna-
ments for 10U, 13U and 
17U teams were held 
at the James I. Moyer 
Complex in Salem 
and Darrell Shell Park 
in Roanoke County. 
Vinton had teams in all 
three double elimination 
tournaments.

In the 10U tourna-
ment the Vinton team 
won their opener over 
Glenvar, 7-3, but then 
lost to Botetourt to fall 
to the losers’ bracket. 
Vinton bounced back 
with a 12-8 win over 
North Roanoke but 
faced Glenvar again in a 
rematch and lost 11-9 to 
be eliminated. Botetourt 
finished undefeated to 
win the tournament.

In the 13U tourna-
ment Vinton lost their 
first two games to Salem 
and GSA. Salem ended 
up winning the tourna-
ment, coming back from 
the losers’ bracket to 

Vinton’s Nick Jones pitches to son Cannon in the batting cage prior to Monday’s 
RAYBA 12U baseball game at the Botetourt Sports Complex. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

beat South County twice 
at Darrell Shell Park last 
Thursday.

In the 17U tournament 
Vinton lost to South 
County twice, and South 
County won the tour-
nament with just three 
teams in the field.

This week the 
RAYBA baseball tour-
naments for 10U and 
12U are being held at 
the Botetourt Sports 
Complex. Both tourna-
ments began on Monday 
and the Vinton 10U team 
opened with a 6-4 win 

over Salem at 6 pm, then 
lost to Botetourt at 8 pm, 
8-7. The championship 
game was scheduled for 
Wednesday.

In the 12U tournament 
Vinton lost to North 
Roanoke in Monday’s 
opener. The 12U cham-
pionship is scheduled for 
6 pm tonight, with an “if 
game” at 8 pm if both 
teams have one loss after 
the early game.

Look for final 
results in next week’s 
Messenger sports sec-
tion.

Catelyn Craighead pitches for the Vinton 12U team in 
last week’s RAYSA tournament. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

RAYSA champs crowned, RAYBA this week at BSC

William Byrd High School baseball coach Cam Cassady conducted a youth camp at Walthall Park last week for future Terriers. Above, the 
campers pose for a group photo in right field. Clockwise from below left, Cassady(with sun hat) talks to the kids, young players practice running 
the bases and catching the ball, older boys go through a throwing drill and campers get a chance to show off their speed. PHOTOS BY SUZANNE WITCHER

FUTURE
TERRIERS


