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A message of healing, 
hope and unity 
for the community

It is often said that “if you 
give a man a fi sh, he eats to-
day. If you teach him how to 
fi sh, he eats for a lifetime.” 
Gloria Randolph-King, Ad-
visor of the Youth Council 
for the Roanoke NAACP 
Chapter, wholeheartedly 
agrees with that sentiment. 

“We have youth that at-
tend Salem, Roanoke City, 
Roanoke County and Bote-
tourt schools. We also have a 
Community Coordination 
Committee designed to cor-
relate the eff orts of youth or-
ganizations throughout the 
valley,” she said. “We try to 
provide knowledge of issues 
that aff ect the youth in our 
community and fi nd ways 

to solve them.” 
High school sophomore 

Yolanda Joseph, who has 
known Randolph-King for 
years, came up with an idea 
earlier this year to help peo-
ple who’ve been impacted by 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
After much discussion, the 
Roanoke NAACP Youth 
Council hosted a “Light Up 
the Night” vigil in the Wil-
liam Fleming student park-
ing lot on January 16. 

Topics broached through-
out the event included the 
recent riot at the U.S. Capi-
tol, ways to bring the com-
munity together, the incom-
ing Biden Administration 
and helping those in need. 

 Instead of using tradi-

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY SHAWN NOWLIN 
Former educator Anita Price telling a powerful story 
about the grace of Dr. Martin Luther King.

See NAACP, page 3

‘Let’s play ball’: Salem students, 
parents passionately advocate 
for return of high school sports

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN 
Salem High basketball and football players gathered before the start of a school board meeting on January 12 
to convey their message.

A group of students, parents, 
coaches and other community 
members gathered before the start 
of a school board meeting on Janu-
ary 12 to rally for reopening school 
sports. Signs supporters brought 
read “Let Us Play,” “Our Kids, Our 
Choice” and “Don’t Take Our Last 
Season Away.” 

“Th e school district’s reluctance 
to play has been largely stated as a 
concern for the community-at-large 
and the potential for community 
spread. We would argue that there 
isn’t any additional risk by letting 
these kids play for their school,” 
said Salem parent Nancy Scales. 

While she acknowledges that 

COVID-19 is real, Scales is of the 
belief that families should be able to 
make the choice about whether or 
not their kids play sports. 

“We allowed our children at the 
high school to try out for sports. We 
fully comprehend and accept re-
sponsibility for the risks associated 
with COVID-19 can bring. We are 
adults that can take responsibility 
for keeping our at-risk family mem-
bers or friends safe,” she added.  

Th roughout the pandemic, Sa-
lem City Schools have closely fol-
lowed the guidance of the CDC, 
VDH and the local health depart-
ment, which is headed by Dr. Molly 
O’Dell and Dr. Cynthia Morrow. 
Both doctors have recommended 
not playing contact sports while the 
spread of the disease is high – which 

it currently is.
On January 11, Salem reported 

86 new positive COVID-19 cases, 
which is more in one day than an 
entire four-month period (March 
through June) in Salem last year. 

“We have given coaches the green 
light to enhance practices, share a 
ball and do drills together, as long 
as they wear a mask. To that end, 
we have equipped our athletes with 
masks that are specially designed for 
athletic competition,” Salem Com-
munications Director Mike Stevens 
said. “If these elevated practices go 
well, our hope would be to get bas-
ketball players back on the court 
in actual game situations by Janu-
ary 25, 2021. Th is would allow the 

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

Protestors frustrated with Representative
Griffi  th peacefully march to his Salem offi  ce

PHOTO BY SHAWN NOWLIN
Protestors, demanding he resign for his support of Donald Trump, display signs in front of Rep. Morgan 
Griffith’s Salem office on Main Street. 

With each passing day since 
the Capitol Hill riots on Janu-
ary 6, Salem native John Rich-
ards finds himself asking the 
same question: Will the Sen-
ate agree with the House that 
Trump incited an insurrection 
and should be impeached? 

A majority of Americans, 56 
percent according to a recent 
ABC News/Ipsos poll, say that 
Trump should be removed from 
office and barred from ever 
running again. 

Americans dodged a bullet 
by electing Biden over Trump, 
said Salem resident David Har-
ris who added, I’ve always felt 

that Trump is temperamentally 
unfit for political office

Last Saturday, Harris joined 
about a dozen protestors that 
gathered outside of Congress-
man Morgan Griffith’s Salem 
office to express their frustra-
tion. The purpose of the gath-
ering, noted Harris, was to hold 
our representative accountable 
for his willingness to put his 
own agenda over what’s best for 
the country. 

“Honk Against Fascism” and 
“Resign Morgan since you don’t 
believe in democracy” were just 
some of the signs that partici-
pants brought to the protest. A 
huge banner tied to trees called 
the congressman “complicit in 
a fascist insurrection.” Several 

drivers, seemingly approving 
of the protestors, honked their 
horns as they drove by.

“Our issue with Congress-
man Griffith is that he contin-
ues to support Trump. I feel 
incredibly disgusted with Ben 
Cline and Morgan because I see 
their opposition to the election 
results as an assault on objective 
reality and our constitutional 
democracy,” Harris said.

He added, “Trump has strong 
autocratic tendencies, which 
are incompatible with democ-
racy. If Trump won a second 
term, it would have embold-
ened him toward more extreme 
authoritarian behavior. It con-

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY MEG HIBBERT
Moose Lodge No. 2573 and Women’s Chapter 2232 are 
collecting coats, gloves and scarves to be given away 
at Mrs. Dorsey’s Clothes Closet. Showing some of the 
coats are, from left, Moose members Harry Rhodes, 
Ann Whitenack and  Butch Bryant, with Salem Area 
Ecumenical Ministries board members Teri Atkins and 
Garry Lautenschlager.

Moose collect 
coats, hats, gloves 
to give away

Winter will be a little less 
chilly for scores of Salem 
and Roanoke County resi-
dents, thanks to the eff orts 
of the Salem Moose Lodge 
and Women of the Moose.

Th ey collected 77 coats 
and 50 sweaters, hats, 
gloves, pants and hoodies so 

far, that will be given away 
at no charge through Mrs. 
Dorsey’s Clothes Closet. 
Th e drive will continue 
through Jan. 31, Salem 
Moose Junior Governor 
Butch Bryant said.

Th e donations were pre-
sented to Salem Area Ecu-
menical Ministries board 

Meg Hibbert
Contributing writer

See Moose, page 7

See Griffith, page 8

See Sports, page 7
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
The City of Salem 

has been monitoring 
the potential spread of 
COVID-19, and like you, 
we have been processing a 
great deal of information. 
The safety of citizens, 
school children and visitors 
is always the number one 
priority from the Salem 
Civic Center to City Hall. 
Emergency Management 
team members are in 
constant contact with 
the Virginia Department 
of Health, the Roanoke-
Alleghany Health 
Department and area 
health professionals at our 
local hospitals. During this 
time of uncertainty, people 
are encouraged to monitor 
the website (salemva.gov) 
for official city details on 
closings or cancellations. 
This site will be updated 
daily whenever there is 
new information.

 
FIRST AND

THIRD TUESDAYS

Salem Host Lions Club, 

6:30 p.m., dinner and a 
program, Salem Civic 
Center.

 
SECOND MONDAY

Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7:00 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Contact 
540-897-5346 for more 
information.

 
EACH TUESDAY

•Practice for the 
Salem Choral Society, 
7-9 p.m. each Tuesday in 
the choir room of Salem 
Presbyterian Church, 
corner of Main and Market 
streets in downtown 
Salem. Membership 
is open to anyone who 
enjoys singing. For more 
information, go to  www.
s a l e m c h o r a l s o c i e t y.
com  or  contact director 
Reed Carter at  reed.
salemchoralsociety@gmail.
com.

•Salem Chess Players 
meet at the Salem Senior 

Center, 110 Union Street 
in Salem from 7-11 p.m. 
Open to anyone 16 years 
or older. Instructions are 
available.

•Salem Kiwanis Club 
meets 11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
for lunch, Salem Civic 
Center.

•Glenvar Rotary Club 
meets 12:15 - 1:15 p.m. 
for lunch in Richfield 
Retirement’s Recovery and 
Care Center cafeteria, first 
floor. Guests welcome.

•Knights of Columbus 
hosts bingo for charity. 
Proceeds support local 
charities including RAM 
House, Madonna House, 
the Roanoke Rescue 
Mission, Saint Francis 
House, food pantries and 
various youth projects. 
Games are played from 
5:30 - 9:30 p.m. at Gator 
Hall, at 5301 Williamson 
Road, near Happy’s Flea 
Market.

•Infinity Acres Ranch 
Fundraiser from 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m. at Christ Episcopal 
Church at 321 E. Church 

Street in Blacksburg. 
Tickets are $8 while 
children eight and younger 
can eat for $4. For more 
information, contact 276-
358-2378.

•All ages are welcome 
to TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) at 5:15 p.m. at 
the Salem Senior Center. 
For more information, 
contact Linda at 540-389-
4207.

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church 
at 2011 Brandon Avenue 
in Roanoke. Contact 
540-293-4065 for more 
information.

•From 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., a chair caning 
and basket weaving class 
will occur at the Salem 
Senior Center. While free, 
attendees are encouraged 
to bring their own lunch. 
For more information, 
contact 540-375-3054.

THIRD TUESDAY 

The monthly meeting 

for National Association of 
Women in Construction 
(NAWIC) Roanoke 
Valley Chapter #226 
locations and times will 
now vary. Learn more 
details by emailing us at 
nawicroa226@gmail.com.

 
THIRD 

WEDNESDAY

Alzheimer’s /Dementia 
Caregiver Support Group 
at 2 p.m. at Salem Terrace 
at Harrogate.

 
FIRST THURSDAY

Roanoke County 
Woman’s Club meets 
at 10:30 a.m. in the 
conference room at 
College Lutheran Church 
in Salem. New members 
are welcome.

 
EACH THURSDAY

The Salem Senior 
Center’s Social Club, 
known as the 49ers Plus 
Club, originally started the 

senior program in Salem 
over 40 years ago. They 
have different speakers 
and/or activities practically 
every week. New members 
are always welcome to 
show up at the Salem 
Senior Center at 11 a.m. 
Contact 540-375-3054 for 
more information.

 
EACH SATURDAY

•Salem Farmers Market 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon, 
weather permitting. 
Select vendors will have 
country sausage, cage-free 
eggs, grass-fed beef, cage-
pasture-raised chicken, 
homemade rolls, pieces 
of artisan bread, muffins, 
seasonal greens and more.

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church at 
2011 Brandon Avenue in 
Roanoke. 

Be sure to ‘Like’ the 
Salem-Times Register 

on Facebook.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
It’s often said that it takes months to move a lot of dirt. The project at the Field of Dreams has proved that right. 
BJ Oliver and others have moved dirt and cleaned out ditches to allow access lines for water to extend from the 
town's Public Service Authority to the center of the complex, requiring a 2,500 foot, three-feet deep ditch with 
two-inch pipe and several Ts. The labor donated by the Oliver family made much of this possible and teams will 
be happy for the water that will be used for drinking fountains, the concession stand and restrooms.

Field of Dreams receives much needed grant
Despite COVID-19 

preventing much activity 
at the Field of Dreams, 
the Craig Recreation 
and Conservation As-
sociation (CCR&CA) 
continues to reach for its 
dreams by completing its 
final vision.

Recently, they were 
awarded a much-needed 
grant to help with the 
completion of the field. 

Debbie Snead, a com-
munity citizen and one 
of the original founders 
of the Field of Dreams 
shared, “The Commu-
nity Foundation Serv-
ing Western Virginia has 
awarded a grant to Craig 
County’s Field of Dreams 
from their Community 
Catalyst Funds in the 
amount of $8,100, which 
was approved to support 
the Field’s extensive wa-
ter project.”

The CCR&CA re-
cently completed several 
infrastructure projects 
for the Field including, 
electricity with assistance 
from Craig Botetourt 
Electric Cooperative, 
a well for watering the 
fields with labor donated 
by Billy Horn and a de-
tailed water project to get 
fresh water into the field.

It was explained that 
the access line for water 
extends from the town's 
Public Service Authority 
to the center of the com-

plex, requiring a 2,500 
foot, three-feet deep 
ditch with two-inch pipe 
and several Ts. 

“Costing $16,238, the 
project was expensive, 
even with labor donated 
by the Oliver family, 
but it will be amazing 
to have water for the 
drinking fountains, the 
concession stand and re-
strooms, and it will sig-
nificantly increase the 
value of the property,” 
Snead said. “CCR&CS 
has provided additional 
lines and access to water 
for the neighboring Bap-
tist Church and two pri-
vate residences in appre-
ciation for the easements 
they provided.”

The water project was 
the basic infrastructure 
for creating the next 
steps in developing the 
complex. 

CCR&CS knows that 
in addition to supplying 
future buildings, having 
fresh water for drinking 
and restrooms makes the 
facility more self-suffi-
cient, allowing children 
to come for the day in a 
safe and healthy environ-
ment. 

“And we know there's 
nothing like a cool drink 
of water after playing 
sports on a hot day,” they 
added. 

Accessible to all chil-
dren in Craig, the facility 
is particularly helpful to 
low-income families who 
cannot afford to travel 

out of the County for 
games or other activities, 
which is important to lo-
cal parents.  

Additionally, the com-
plex encourages children 
to select community-
based sports as opposed 
to potential at-risk ac-
tivities or behaviors. The 
complex is also available 
to families and organiza-
tions for activities and 

other events.
Snead added, “Th e 

purpose of the grant 
request was to seek as-
sistance in helping to 
pay for half of the water 
project. As noted, the 
complex is large and the 
water line is deep and 
long. Specialized labor, 
equipment, pipe, and 
construction costs were 
high. Although the all-

volunteer project has 
raised almost half of the 
funds, the project was 
started prior to the pan-
demic and since that 
time, CCR&CA has not 
been able to take in sports 
fees or hold fundraisers 
to pay for the remaining 
half of the project.” 

The grant from the 
Community Foundation 
has allowed CCR&CA 

to complete the project 
and begin planning the 
next phase of construc-
tion.

Donations to the Field 
of Dreams project are 
tax-deductible and may 
be sent to CCR&CA, 
P.O. Box 371, New Cas-
tle. 

“The children and 
families are most appre-
ciative,” Snead said.

PHOTO BY VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION.
Piratebush (Buckleya distichophylla) is a globally rare shrub that thrives at Poor 
Mountain Natural Area Preserve near Salem, Virginia.

Expansion of Poor Mountain Natural 
Area Preserve protects forest, 
strengthens ecosystem services

Poor Mountain Natural Area Pre-
serve in Roanoke County has expanded 
by 394 acres.

Th e Virginia Department of Con-
servation and Recreation, the agency 
that owns and manages the preserve, 
acquired the additional land in four 
separate transactions over the last few 
months. Th e fi nal transaction was com-
pleted at the end of 2020.

Th e preserve is now 1,326 acres.
“Poor Mountain Natural Area Pre-

serve is one of Virginia’s great trea-
sures,” DCR Director Clyde Cristman 
said. “Th e expansion adds an impor-
tant buff er along the western edge of 
the property. As part of the state natu-
ral area preserve system, these forested 
lands are permanently protected from 
fragmentation and incompatible use.” 

Located about a mile south of Salem 
city limits, Poor Mountain Natural Area 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Expansion, page 3
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Williams Carpet 
Cleaning

“I am the slowest carpet 
cleaner in the 

Roanoke Valley.”

“I will give your carpet 
the time and attention it 
deserves to produce the 
best results possible.”

Bahai.Salem.VA@gmail.com 540-387-2106

“Prejudices of all kinds-religions, racial, 
or political-are destructive.” - Baha’i Faith

Preserve is at the center of 
a large unfragmented for-
est. Within the understory 
of this forest is the world’s 
largest known population 
of a globally rare shrub 
called piratebush (Buck-
leya distichophylla). 

Governor Ralph 
Northam’s  ConserveVir-
ginia  land conservation 
initiative identifi es the 
additions as conservation 
priorities in the following 
categories: Agriculture 
& Forestry, Floodplains 
& Flooding Resilience, 
Natural Habitat & Eco-
system Diversity, and 
Protected Landscapes Re-
silience.

”Poor Mountain Nat-
ural Area Preserve now 
protects more than half 
of a 2,000-acre forested 
core, in a landscape with 
increasing threat of for-
est fragmentation,” DCR 
Virginia Natural Heritage 
Program Director Jason 
Bulluck said. “In a time 

when 70% of the world’s 
remaining forested areas 
are less than 1 km from a 
forest edge, Poor Moun-
tain will only become 
more exceptional and 
invaluable. It is exceed-
ingly important that land 
protection eff orts preserve 
multiple ecosystem ser-
vices, from biodiversity 
and rare species habitat, 
to clean water and air.”

Th e preserve’s forested 
slopes constitute a por-
tion of the headwaters of 
four watersheds that fl ow 
into the Roanoke River. 
Protecting and managing 
these forested headwaters 
for biodiversity benefi ts 
the river’s water quality, 
as plant roots and soil 
fungi fi lter out excess nu-
trients and guard against 
erosion. 

Protected forest also 
helps to mitigate the 
impact of urban heat is-
lands in developed areas 
through evapotranspira-

tion, the process by which 
trees draw water from 
their roots to their leaves. 
Th is process has a cooling 
eff ect on air temperature 
in the Roanoke Valley, the 
most developed area in 
Virginia’s Blue Ridge.

Funding for the expan-
sion came from a grant 
awarded through the For-
est CORE (Community 
Opportunities for Resto-
ration and Enhancement) 
Fund — a component of 
the Virginia Outdoors 
Foundation TERRA pro-
gram, which administers 
funds resulting from le-
gal and regulatory ac-
tions involving Virginia’s 
natural resources. Th e 
Forest CORE Fund was 
established with $15 mil-

lion received by the Com-
monwealth of Virginia to 
mitigate for forest frag-
mentation caused by the 
Mountain Valley Pipeline.

Poor Mountain Natu-
ral Area Preserve was 
established in the early 
1990s through Th e Na-
ture Conservancy’s Part-
ners in Conservation 
project, the 1992 Virgin-
ia Parks and Natural Ar-
eas Bond, and the Open 
Space Recreation and 
Conservation Fund.

Th e preserve has four 
miles of hiking trails that 
range from relatively easy 
to steep and strenuous. 
Th e parking area is lim-
ited to 10 vehicles. Visi-
tors who arrive to fi nd a 
full parking area are asked 

to wait for a space to open 
or come back at another 
time. Parking is permitted 
in designated spaces only.

-Submitted by 
Julie Buchanan, 

Senior Public Relations 
and Marketing Specialist

Expansion from page 2

SUBMITTED PHOTO

CommUNITY Church will be getting 
some special visitors in April

Jenn Gotzon Chandler is an actress 
who recently, with her husband Jim, 
went into fi lm production.   Th eir fi lm 
Th e Farmer and Th e Belle-Saving Santa 
Land was a holiday hit on DVD as well 
as through Hulu and other such outlets.  

Th eir baby, James, is four months 
old. All three will be in Salem for Hap-
py Trails Virginia Style April 16-18 at 
CommUNITY Church.  

-Submitted by Dr. Fredric Eichelman 

POLICE REPORT
Th e Salem Police Department report-

ed the following people were arrested 
and charged January 5-11. Arrest indi-
cates an accusation, and defendants are 
presumed innocent unless found guilty 
in court. Police do not release the names 
of persons under the age of 18.

Th ose arrested and their charges 
were listed as:

January 5 – Alfred L. Cameron, 40, 
grand larceny

January 6 – Carly T. Lecas, 22, con-
ceal merchandise, false identifi cation to 
police, obstructing justice

January 7 – Erica L. Barton, 33, pe-

tit larceny; Brett C. Simpson, 29, public 
intoxication; Kenneth J. Black, 59, pub-
lic intoxication; Kyle L. Bush, 41, viola-
tion of probation; DeAngelo L. Ramsey, 
21, burglary, grand larceny, petit larceny, 
prohibition of wearing mask, tamper 
with motor vehicle, possess fi rearm by 
felon, possesses ammunition by felon, 
conceal identity, public intoxication. 

January 8 – Nicole A. Beaton, 31, 
public intoxication; Sean P. Burke, 37, 
shoplifting; and Michael R. Dault, 39, 
unauthorized use of vehicle. 

January 9 – Aaron D. Sykes, 50, con-
tempt of court

PHOTOS BY SHAWN NOWLIN 

NAACP from page 1

tional candles, the ceremony featured head-
lights at directed times. 

Th e featured speakers, who were all heard 
through an FM radio channel via a trans-
mitter, were assistant Youth Council advi-
sor Dawn Bryant, branch president Brenda 
Hale, Roanoke City Councilman Joe Cobb, 
Community Coordination Committee 
Chair Christian Bryant, high school student 
Brianna Wilson, former Roanoke Council-
woman Anita Price and singer Iranyumva 
Pergie. 

To start the event, Joseph greeted every-
one in attendance followed by an invocation 
from A’ron Wilson. 

“I am tired of many things that keep oc-
curring in the city. Th ere are people dying, 
and getting hurt, and people that I know 
well are being aff ected by this,” Joseph said. 
“I went to God and then the idea came to 
my head, so I put a few thoughts together 
and took it to the executive committee of the 
NAACP Youth Council. Th ey liked it, so we 
came together as a team and began to plan it 

and turn it into the best event that it could 
be.” 

Among those present was William Flem-
ing High Acting Principal Reyhan Deskins. 
“Highlighting and celebrating our diverse 
perspectives is one of the best things we can 
do to promote change,” he said. “I am just 
so proud of everyone holding on and stay-
ing steadfast during this pandemic. I know 
this is only temporary and I can’t wait to see 
everyone mask-less on the other side.” 

Dr. Martin Luther King visited Virginia 
numerous times before he was assassinated in 
April 1968 in Memphis, Tennessee. When 
high school senior London Paige thinks 
of the iconic Civil Rights leader, unity and 
peace are the fi rst things that come to mind.

“He was loving toward everyone around 
him and I aspire to be a kindhearted peace-
maker like him,” she said. “Oftentimes, we 
can better understand each other through 
calm conversation. I believe many of the na-
tion’s problems have been caused by a lack of 
understanding of one another.”

Salem Rotary, Interact, 
Salem Kiwanis collect 
coats for kids, adults

Th e Rotary Club of 
Salem has partnered with 
Interact and Rotaract 
Clubs and the Salem 
Kiwanis Club to collect 
new or gently worn coats, 
hats, gloves, mittens and 
scarves to donate to Mrs. 
Dorsey’s Coat Closet.  

Event Chair Rotarian 
Danny Hall said, “Th e 
Closet is requesting chil-
dren’s sizes and X(XX)-
Large Adult sizes in par-
ticular along with heavy 
duty coat hangers. All 
coats should be in good 
repair, clean, and on a 
hanger.”

A Drive-Th ru Coat 
Drop-Off  event is sched-
uled for Th ursday, Janu-
ary 21, from 11-1 p.m. 
at the side entrance of 
the Salem Civic Center. 
Volunteers will pick up 
donated items from ve-
hicles. Cash donations 
are also welcome, Hall 
said, if people do not 
have time to donate or 
purchase items.

Submitted by the 
Rotary Club of Salem 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Salem Rotary Club member Jane Johnson filled her 
trunk with donated coats for kids and adults that will 
be distributed through Mrs. Dorsey’s Clothes Closet.

Brianna Wilson reading an original poem.

Roanoke City Councilman Joe Cobb telling a personal story as event organizer 
Yolanda Joseph looks on. 

Attendees were asked to stay in their vehicles and wear a facemask. 
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Correct code
  6. Foundation
  9. A pulpy condition
 13. Venezuelan river
 14. Orange-red  chal-
cedony
 15. The shallowest Great
 16. Floating ice mountain
 17. Japanese cervids
 18. Special Interest Groups
 19. Divertimentos
 21. Indian wet nurses
 22. Flatfishes
 23. Haitian currency (abbr.)
 24. Southeast
 25. One point N of due W
 28. 10 decibels
 29. Wild oxes of SE Asia
 31. Ancient Greek City of 
SW Italy
 33. A passing glancing 
blow 
 36. Marriage announce-

ment
 38. Tandoor bread
 39. Mag_____: Time
 41. Portended
 44. Alicante’s 7th city
 45. Gulf of, in the Aegean
 46. Strike
 48. Hill (Celtic)
 49. Stuart Little’s author 
White
 51. Male sheep
 52. Indian dresses
 54. Pears
 56. Tardy arriver
 60. Smudge of ink
 61. Youngsters
 62. About aviation
 63. Small ornamental 
ladies’ bag
 64. Unreturnable serves
 65. Fante and Twi peoples
 66. Round shape
 67. Of she

 68. Beard lichen genus
 

CLUES DOWN
  1. Strikes lightly
  2. Fencing sword
  3. Hooked pericarp
  4. Entreats
  5. Edison’s Corp.
  6. Cooks in an oven
  7. Amounts of time
  8. Tooth caregiver
  9. Spellbind
 10. Solo opera piece
 11. Audible exhales
 12. Siddhartha author
 14. Coach’s game area
 17. Gross revenue
 20. Toff
 21. 1896 Italian defeat (alt. sp.)
 23. Auto fuel
 25. A woven structure
 26. Reveal a secret
 27. Hawaiian geese

 29. Brings into being
 30. Displaced liquid
 32. Frigid Zone
 34. Newsman Rather
 35. Prefix for inside
 37. Short-billed rails
 40. Sensory receptor
 42. Egyptian temple ___-
Ombo
 43. Challenges
 47. Photograph (slang)
 49. Declined gradually
 50. Tilapia nilotica
 52. One-edge sword
 53. Wets
 55. Small coins (French)
 56. Twine together
 57. The middle point
 58. Sea eagle
 59. Activist Parks
 61. Humbug
 65. Atomic #79
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OPINION

Give Light ~ Ram House / Winter Moods ~
{This is a memory from the 

six decades the author has spent 
writing about faith communi-
ties in daily, weekly and month-
ly news publications covering 
the western third of Virginia.}

Roanoke Area Ministries 
(RAM) has been in the news 
lately causing me to both con-
sult my yellowed newspaper 
clippings from more than 50 
years ago and my memories 
going back even further.

The latest news concerns an 
anonymous offer to pay for a 
new home for the ecumenical 
and interfaith ministry to the 
needy, especially those in in-
ner city Roanoke. In addition, 
the Good Neighbors Fund 
Holiday Drive, in which fi-
nancial gifts from the public 
are sought to help with op-
erating expenses, brought in 
an all-time amount of money 
this year.

I like to give to the holi-
day drive because it allows 
me to honor or memorialize a 
friend, relative or group such 
as several helpful folk in my 
East Salem neighborhood. 
They helped me when my 
aged Toyota broke down last 
week at a grocery store and for 
an emergency trip to a short-
term medical facility.

My memories of the square 
brick building in the West 
End of Roanoke, the former 

home of Our Lady of Naza-
reth Catholic Church, go 
back to shortly after late hus-
band Charlie and I arrived 
to become reporters for the 
long-gone daily newspaper, 
“The Roanoke World-News.” 

That was in 1953. In my 
new job as reporter of news 
about churches, I was assigned 
by the City Editor, the long-
gone A.G. (Smitty) Smith, to 
cover the Catholic funeral of 
Nazareth’s long-time pastor.

Not a driver then, I rode 
with our press photographer, 
the late Betty Masters, the few 
blocks west from the newspa-
per to the church. I suppose 
my boss had explained that I 
would need some guidance, 
for a layman sat with me and 
helped me navigate the Rev. 
James Gilsenan’s farewell 
Mass.

We were in the balcony, for 
the worship area was packed. 
Children from the parochial 
school took up a lot of the 
pews. In those days, the ser-
vice was in Latin, and, not 
being a Roman Catholic, I 
would have been more lost 
than I was without Harold 
Dill’s guidance. Later, I would 
learn that the elderly priest 
had come from a place in Ire-
land known as Virginia. 

In my role as religion writ-
er, I was in the OLN-RAM 
structure several times later 

before a changing neighbor-
hood and Catholic growth in 
Southwest County caused a 
move to a new building, and 
leaders of the Catholic Dio-
cese of Richmond were glad 
to turn the former church 
over to a worthy cause.

What will happen to the 
century-old structure on a rise 
from the street has not been 
announced. It’s in a complex 
of buildings owned by the 
diocese including a retreat 
house in which single wom-
en committed to the church 
reside, and the St. Francis 
House food pantry to which 
members of the valley’s four 
parishes contribute.

As the current director of 
RAM House remarked recent-
ly, the old church has a lot of 
drawbacks for a day shelter 
for the homeless with its of-
fices on an upper level and 
the outside sloping lot. Its 
personnel have for many years 
worked closely with the Res-
cue Mission on the east side of 
downtown; homeless folk can 
sleep there and get a hot lunch 

in the former church worship 
area on the main level.

I’ve written before about 
how Roanoke Area Ministries 
evolved in 1972 from what 
started three years earlier as 
an effort to establish a Coun-
cil of Churches for the city; 
the town of Salem was still 
fearing possible annexation by 
Roanoke at that point. Noth-
ing came of a formal council, 
but congregations working 
together were a major trend 
50 years ago. Practical help 
resulted.

My old clippings reveal 
that in its early days, RAM 
supported a childrens’ camp 
in summer. Over the years, 
many women’s groups from 
local congregations have ro-
tated in serving lunch to those 
sheltering in the day. It’s good 
to know that donors to the 
holiday fund are aware of the 
increased need this year.
________________________

Th e emotional suff ering 
brought on by the COVID-19 
pandemic is giving church folk 
and others concerned with 
mental health an opportunity 
to stress principles long taken 
for granted. In this winter of 
anxiety - fear of catching the 
virus oneself and perhaps dy-
ing from it as well as the in-
stability of government - are 
magnifi ed by “the winter 

blues” from which many suff er 
in cold, wet, dark days.

For senior adults like myself 
living alone and perhaps with 
no relatives nearby, being cut 
off  from groups, social fellow-
ships of one’s congregation and 
outdoor activities, including 
visiting libraries, makes de-
pression inevitable.

Th e newsletters I receive in-
dicate that a conscious eff ort is 
now often being made to pair 
members with each other so 
that by frequent phone calls or 
Internet communication lone-
liness is eased.

“It’s OK to ask for help,” an 
on-air message proclaims. All 
kinds of free guidance are now 
available as well as professional 
counseling.

A week’s planning done on 
Sunday with each day set up 
on a card made from diff erent 
colored paper is essential to my 
mental order. Some routines - 
like morning cleaning of my 
cats’ litter boxes - are predict-
able as is doing laundry twice 
weekly and watching nightly 
news. I’m glad my church now 
off ers a service on-site though 
my valued social contact is 
limited to a wave at the time 
“the peace of the Lord” ritual 
is usually observed. 

Unexpected events - good 
and unsettling - take place, but 
many silent prayers of grati-
tude fi ll days rushing forward.

Frances 
Stebbins
Correspondent

Send letters to the editor at 
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

2021 General Assembly 
Session has begun

The 2021 General 
Assembly opened on 
Wednesday with my Sen-
ate colleagues and I meet-
ing in person but socially 
distant at the cavernous 
Science Museum of Vir-
ginia. The House of Del-
egates convened virtually 
via Zoom video confer-
ences. It is believed that 
the House of Delegates’ 
internet meetings are the 
first time a regular session 
of a Virginia legislative 
body has relocated from 
Richmond since meeting 
in Fauquier County in 
1849 to escape a cholera 
outbreak.

The very first act of 
the 2021 Regular Session 
was a moving tribute to 
our friend, Senator Ben 

Chafin of Russell Coun-
ty who passed away on 
New Year’s Day. Serving 
next to Senator Chafin 
on the Senate Agricul-
ture Committee was a 
joy and an education. 
He brought years of 
first-hand knowledge as 
a generational farmer, a 
banker and an attorney 
to the Virginia Senate.

Senator Chafin can-
not be replaced, but fill-
ing the vacancy created 
by his passing is critically 
important to Southwest 
Virginia and all of rural 
Virginia. Unfortunately, 
Governor Northam has 
chosen to delay the elec-
tion. In 2019, Governor 
Northam called a special 
election for a Fairfax and 
Loudoun County dis-
trict to be held 42 days 
after the vacancy. Last 
month, he called a spe-
cial election for a Prince 
William and Stafford 
district to be held 28 
days after the vacancy. 
Now, he has called a spe-
cial election for a South-
west Virginia district to 
be held 81 days after the 
vacancy meaning the seat 
will not be filled before 
the end of the 2021 Reg-
ular Session. The people 
of Southwest Virginia 
deserved to have this 
seat filled with the same 

speed that Governor 
Northam ensured for the 
people of Northern Vir-
ginia.

The decision to hold 
the election to fill the 
Senate vacancy belongs 
to Governor Northam 
but the decision regard-
ing Senator Chafin's va-
cant committee seats be-
longs to the Senate. I am 
fighting to have Senator 
Chafin’s former seats on 
the Senate's Judiciary; 
Rehabilitation; Privileges 
and Elections; and Edu-
cation and Health filled 
during the 2021 Regular 
Session by other senators 
from rural Virginia who 
share Senator Chafin’s 
perspectives and priori-
ties.

This General Assem-
bly, I have introduced 
legislation to limit the 
Governor’s ability to 
impose long-lasting 
emergency orders with-
out legislative approval; 
increase education op-
portunities for Virginia 
children; help get wrecks 
on the Interstate moved 
faster; and make election 
results more transparent. 
I have also introduced a 
resolution to finally get 
Franklin County na-
tive and American Civil 
Rights icon Booker T. 

Washington honored 
at our State Capitol. I 
plan to update you on 
the progress of each of 
these bills in the weeks 
ahead. You can also read 
and track the progress 
of every bill introduced 
during the 2021 Gen-
eral Assembly by visiting 
leg1.state.va.us on the 
internet.

COVID-19 robbed us 
of the many informative 
conversations I get to 
have with citizens at the 
fair, dinners and com-
munity meetings making 
it all the more important 
for you to share your 
views with me. I hope 
you will take 2-5 min-
utes and visit tinyurl.
com/2021VASurvey on 
the internet to share 
your views on laws re-
lated to education, gun 
ownership, marijuana 
and other issues before 
the General Assembly. 

You can also email 
me at District19@sen-
ate.virginia.gov or call 
540-302-8486 to share 
your thoughts. When 
you call you might also 
get to talk with my aides 
Nikki Thacker and Mi-
chael Walsh who help 
me review legislation and 
help constituents dealing 
with issues with state 
agencies.

David 
Suetterlein
Virginia State Senator

Guest Contributor

2021 State of the 
Commonwealth Address

Governor Ralph Northam delivered 
the annual State of the Commonwealth 
address before a virtual joint session of 
the General Assembly on January 13. He 
discussed Virginia’s ongoing response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, highlighted 
accomplishments from his third year in 

offi  ce, and shared his vision to contin-
ue building a stronger, fairer and more 
equitable Virginia. He also detailed his 
proposals to support small businesses, 
give teachers a raise of more than two 

See Northam, page 5
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percent, expand access to 
early childhood educa-
tion, legalize marijuana 
and abolish the death 
penalty.

Below is most of the 
address. 

Good evening. Mad-
am Speaker Filler-Corn, 
Madam President Lucas, 
Lieutenant Governor 
Fairfax, ladies and gentle-
men—thank you for in-
viting me to speak with 
you tonight.

To my wife Pam, to At-
torney General Herring, 
Justices of the Supreme 
Court, members of the 
State Corporation Com-
mission, and my Cabinet 
and staff , thank you for 
your service to our Com-
monwealth.

We do this every year. 
Th is speech is one of 
our rituals as Virginians, 
when elected leaders 
come together, from dif-
ferent branches of gov-
ernment, from diff erent 
political parties, repre-
senting every part of Vir-
ginia, and every person 
who calls our Common-
wealth home. It’s part of 
who we are and what we 
do, and it’s important to 
maintain this tradition, 
even in this most unusual 
year.

But many things are 
diff erent this year, of 
course. Normally, more 
than 200 people are in 
this room. Tonight, there 
are fewer than 20.

Another thing that’s 
diff erent is a part of the 
ritual that I will miss. In 
a normal year, when I say 
something my friends 
like, they stand up and 
cheer. Th at’s a nice feel-
ing! And at the same time, 
the other side of the room 
sits quietly. But I know 
you’re secretly cheering in 
your hearts!

Here’s some good 
news: Tonight, you don’t 
have to be quiet. If you’re 
watching from home, 
when I say something you 
like, feel free to stand up 
and cheer me on—no one 
has to know!

During these challeng-
ing times, kindness and 
calmness must prevail. So 
many things are diff erent, 
in all parts of our lives 
right now. Th e changes 
are always on our minds 
and in our hearts. We 
miss what was comfort-
able, and we don’t like 
uncertainty. We don’t like 
being apart, and we long 
for the day when we can 
come together again. We 
are social people, and we 
are meant to be together. 
Th e separation and the 
absence remind us of 
what has been lost. It’s a 
heavy burden to carry.

More than 5,000 Vir-
ginians have died from 
COVID-19, including 
Senator Ben Chafi n, from 
Russell County in South-
west Virginia. He was my 
friend, and I miss him. 
Whether on the Senate 
fl oor or in my offi  ce, his 
presence always bright-
ened my day.

Th e stories around his 
initials, A B C, always 
were entertaining. I hope 
that fond memories of 
Ben will help his fam-
ily through these diffi  cult 
times. I ask you to join me 
in a moment of silence to 
honor Ben, and everyone 
who has lost their lives to 
COVID-19.

We’ve all experienced 
loss this year, and it has 
made us all stop, and 
ask ourselves some basic 
questions: What’s really 
important? What do I 
believe in? Am I taking 
actions that refl ect my 
values? Th ese are some 
of the most fundamental 
questions of life.

We need to ask these 
questions as a Common-
wealth too, and that’s 
what I want to talk to you 
about tonight. We need 
to talk about who we are 
as a state, what we believe 
in, and the actions we’re 
taking to live out our val-
ues.

I want you to know 
that my heart is fi lled 
with optimism and hope 
when I think about this. 

Because while we have 
just come through a 
tough year that brought 
everyone pain and sacri-
fi ce, I’ve seen something 
remarkable.

Or Katie Gaylord, a 
school counselor in Wil-
liamsburg, who created 
a T-shirt that said, “Vir-
ginia is for Kindness.” 
She did it to raise money 
for the local food bank. 
When people asked why, 
she said, “when we help 
someone ... you feel more 
connected to each other, 
and I think we feel less 
afraid.”

Or our National Guard 
members, who have their 
own jobs and lives, but 
have spent months work-
ing to help with our pan-
demic response, helping 
with testing and—soon—
vaccinations.

Here’s my favorite ex-
ample: the Virginia State 
Troopers who protected 
the Capitol of the United 
States during the insur-
rection last week. When 
the Mayor of Washing-
ton, D.C. and the leaders 
of Congress said to me, 
“send help fast”—these 
men and women dropped 
everything and raced to 
defend our country’s tem-
ple of democracy. Our 
Guard members went 
there too.

While others hesitated, 
Virginians were fi rst on 
the scene. It made me 
proud to see that line of 
State Police cars racing 
across the 14th Street 
Bridge. Senator Tim Kai-
ne told me that when all 
100 senators were evacu-
ated to a secure location 
during the insurrection, 
they saw TV footage of 
Virginia troopers enter-
ing the Capitol, and they 
cheered them on, know-
ing help was on the way.

But sadly, many were 
injured because of the 
coup attempt, and two 
Virginians died. Th ey 
were offi  cers in the Unit-
ed States Capitol Police. 
Please join me in a mo-
ment of silence for Of-
fi cer Brian Sicknick and 
Offi  cer Howard Lieben-
good.

While the fact that our 
help was needed is ter-
rible, I am proud we were 
able to help avert more 
tragedy. Th ere is nothing 
to celebrate about the fact 
that our nation needed 
help—especially to de-
fend our Capitol from 
fellow Americans—but 
we can all be proud that 
Virginia stepped up.

Th at’s what Virginians 
do. Th at’s what service 
means. And this is what 
it means to live out our 
values. And that’s how I 
know—with all my heart 
and all my soul—that we 
will get through this pan-
demic: It’s because of our 
limitless ability to care for 
one another. We are one 
Virginia.

Th ese stories inspire 
me, and I want you to 
know that your govern-
ment is following your 
lead—taking action to 
help people. And we’re 
going to move even faster 
in this new year.

When we met a year 
ago, before anyone had 
even heard of COV-
ID-19, we met in a spirit 
of celebration. We cel-
ebrated new leadership, 
and the fi rst women to 
lead the House of Del-
egates and Senate of Vir-
ginia. Congratulations 
again to Speaker Eileen 
Filler-Corn and President 
Pro Tem Louise Lucas. 
What a diff erence their 
leadership has made.

Together, we embarked 
on a path that was more 
progressive and forward-
looking than ever be-
fore. We took these steps 
because voters sent us 
here to take action. So we 
did.

We passed landmark 
clean energy legislation.

We passed common-
sense gun safety measures.

We raised the mini-
mum wage.

We advanced impor-
tant criminal justice re-
forms, such as raising the 

felony larceny threshold, 
and ending the practice 
of taking away someone’s 
driver’s license because 
they couldn’t pay court 
fees. 

It’s also time to help 
people by taking more ac-
tion on aff ordable hous-
ing. We have made record 
investments in the Vir-
ginia Housing Trust Fund 
that helps make more 
aff ordable housing avail-
able, and the Rent and 
Mortgage Relief Program 
has put almost $54 mil-
lion into helping people 
make their rent and mort-
gage payments during the 
pandemic. Th at program 
has helped nearly 17,000 
families so far.

We’ve also worked to 
put a moratorium on 
evictions and foreclosures 
for those having trouble 
paying their rent or mort-
gage.  Now, we need to 
take action to do more. 
So we have proposed $25 
million new dollars to the 
trust fund. Th is record is 
more than we have ever 
invested in helping make 
sure people have stable 
housing, and we need to 
get it done this session.

We need to take action 
to protect jobs, especially 
in small businesses. We 
all know our small busi-
nesses need a lot of help 
to make it through the 
pandemic—the restau-
rants, the small gyms, the 
barber shops and thou-
sands of other small busi-
nesses that are struggling 
to keep the doors open.

Education is the best 
tool we have to make our 
Commonwealth a bet-
ter, more equitable place 
for everyone. Education 
helps start our smallest 
Virginians—our littlest 
learners—off  on the right 
foot. It trains workers for 
new jobs. And when we 
do it right, it gives every-
one access to opportu-
nity to build the life they 
want.

In this pandemic, it’s 
especially important that 
we continue to invest in 
education, so that when 
it’s over, we’re not just in 
a position to rebuild—
we already have a strong 
foundation, one built 
not on sand, but on solid 
rock.

Th at’s why we’re mak-
ing sure schools don’t 
suff er harm from the 
challenges of this school 
year. Th at means put-
ting $500 million into 
schools to make sure they 
don’t lose funding from 
drops in enrollment this 
year. We’ve proposed 
more than $26 million 
to increase the number 
of school counselors. We 
also put additional dol-
lars into providing more 
needed resources for Eng-
lish Language Learners.

Students need coun-
selors now more than 
ever. School staff  and 
teachers have made great 
sacrifi ces this year, and I 
thank them. But our chil-
dren have been champi-
ons, and I want to thank 
them as well. Th ey’ve 
been through a lot these 
past ten months. Th ey’ve 
made sacrifi ces and en-
dured a lot of change. We 
are all grateful.

Investing in education 
includes giving teachers 
a pay bonus. We were 
all proud in 2018 to give 
our teachers the largest 
single-year pay raise in 
15 years. Last year, I pro-
posed an additional three 
percent pay raise. Th at 
had to be cut from the 
budget last year. When I 
fi rst proposed the bonus 
for teachers a few weeks 
ago, I said that if rev-
enues improve enough 
this month, we should 
convert that one-time 
bonus into a permanent 
raise. Well, tonight I have 
good news: revenues look 
good, and we’re going to 
have more money than 
we thought. We need to 
make this teacher bonus 
a raise, and make it more 
than two percent. I look 
forward to working with 
you all to get that done.

For children who have 

not yet entered kinder-
garten, I’m proposing 
a pilot program to pro-
vide three-year-olds ac-
cess to early childhood 
education programs, and 
grants to address pay eq-
uity for early childhood 
educators. We want every 
child to enter kindergar-
ten ready to learn, and to 
provide equal opportuni-
ties to underserved chil-
dren. I want to thank my 
wife Pam, the First Lady, 
for her work and leader-
ship on early childhood 
education.

To help people get the 
skills training or educa-
tion they need, particu-
larly if they’re out of work 
because of the pandemic, 
my budget invests in 
the G3 program—Get 
skilled, get a job, give 
back. Th at program helps 
people get tuition-free 
job skills training in high-
need fi elds, through our 
community colleges—
and provides the fi nancial 
aid to help them do it.

We also allocated $30 
million more for fi nan-
cial aid at public colleges 
and universities across 
our Commonwealth, 
and we’ll increase Tu-
ition Assistance Grants 
for students at private 
institutions to $4,000. 
Th is helps a wide range 
of schools, like Hamp-
ton University, Virginia 
Union, and Marymount 
University—recently des-
ignated as the fi rst His-
panic-serving institution 
in Virginia.

It’s also time to ac-
knowledge ways that our 
criminal justice system 
treats diff erent people un-
fairly. Marijuana is a great 
example. We know that 
while White people and 
Black people use marijua-
na at similar rates, Black 
people are three and a 
half times more likely to 
be charged with a crime 
for it. And they’re almost 
four times as likely to be 
convicted.

Th at happens because 
that’s how the system was 
set up generations ago. In 
fact, one of the early lead-
ers of the federal Drug 
Enforcement Agency was 
clear that marijuana laws 
should be written explic-
itly to target people of 
color. And so they were, 
and they’ve been target-
ing people for years.

It’s time to join 16 oth-
er states and make mari-
juana legal, and end the 
current system rooted in 
inequity. We’ve done the 
research, and we can do 
this the right way, leading 
with social equity, public 
health, and public safety. 
Reforming our marijuana 
laws is one way to ensure 
that Virginia is a more 
just state that works bet-
ter for everyone.

Marijuana has become 
a cash crop that rivals 
tobacco—even here in 
Virginia. But as an illegal 
crop, it makes no money 
for Virginia. By legalizing 
and taxing it, we can use 
the revenue to help com-
munities most dispropor-
tionately impacted by the 
inequities in our laws. 

For example, just half 
of the potential annual 
revenue could pay for 
two years of quality Pre-K 
to every one of Virginia's 
most vulnerable three- 
and four-year-olds—chil-
dren who deserve the best 
start in life.

Rooting out inequities 
includes expunging the 
records of people who 
were convicted of this 
and certain other crimes 
in the past. It’s time to 
act, during this session, 
to have the robust debate 
about how to best con-
duct the process of ex-
punging people’s records. 
Th is will make our system 
more just and equal, and 
it needs action this ses-
sion.

Forgiveness is impor-
tant. But when we all 
agree that a crime de-
serves the strongest pun-
ishment we can give, it’s 
still vital to make sure our 
criminal justice system 
operates fairly and pun-

ishes people equitably.
We know the death 

penalty doesn’t do that. 
But make no mistake—if 
you commit the most hei-
nous crimes, you should 
spend the rest of your days 
in prison. But here are the 
facts about the death pen-
alty. Virginia has execut-
ed more people than any 
other state—more than 
1,300 people. And here’s 
another truth: a person is 
more than three times as 
likely to be sentenced to 
death when the victim is 
white, than when the vic-
tim is Black. 

Now, some of that is 
because Virginia is an old 
state. 400 years of his-
tory. But it’s also true that 
we’re near the top of the 
list in the modern era too, 
since federal law allowed 
executions to resume in 
the 1970s, after a long 
moratorium.

Let’s get that done this 
year, together. We honor 
Barbara Johns for her 
work to integrate public 
schools in Virginia.

But at the same time, 
Virginia also continues 
to celebrate a man who 
worked against integra-
tion—Democrat Harry 
Byrd, the architect of 
Massive Resistance, 
which closed public 
schools to children like 
Barbara Johns. It’s time 
to stop this celebration 
too, and remove this 
monument from Capitol 
Square.

One week from now, 
this nation will inaugu-
rate our next President, 
Joe Biden.

And just one week ago, 
a mob of domestic terror-
ists stormed our nation’s 
capital. Th ey were egged 
on by conspiracy theories 
and lies from a president 
who could not accept los-
ing. Th eir goal was sim-
ple: overturn a legal and 
fair election. Th ose were 
scenes I don’t believe any 
of us ever expected to see 
in our lifetime. But none 
of that “just happened.” 
None of it was an acci-
dent, and nothing was 
spontaneous. Th ose who 
want a government that 
serves only themselves 
don’t care about democ-
racy. And they will always 
come with violence to try 
to end it.

Tonight, I say to every 
elected offi  cial in Virgin-
ia, you can be part of our 
democratic institutions, 
or you can use falsehoods 
to try to destroy them, 
but you can’t do both. 
Words have consequenc-
es. Infl ammatory rhetoric 
is dangerous. Th is is not 
a game.

When elected leaders 
purposely reject facts and 
truth, and fan the fl ames 
of conspiracy, all in pur-
suit of power, they are 
taking dangerous steps. 
We have now seen where 
those steps can lead. God 
forbid we see anything 
worse.

We have a duty to tell 
the truth. Voters deserve 
the truth, even when it’s 
hard to hear - not lies that 

will comfort them. Be-
cause as we saw last week, 
lies do not quell outrage. 
Th ey encourage it. And 
that creates real damage. 
Americans are better than 
this, and I pray that we 
all can summon the bet-
ter angels of our nature in 
this new year.

I also pray that we 
take action. People are 
hurting, and they sent us 
here to do a job. Th ey are 
counting on us. We can 
do a great deal of good 
this session. I’m excited 
to get to work with all of 
you, so we can keep mak-
ing progress in, and for, 
this Commonwealth.

A wise man once wrote, 
“adversity does not build 
character, it reveals it.” 
Th e adversity of the past 
ten months has revealed a 
strong, resilient Virginia.

Virginians have lost a 
great deal—jobs, liveli-
hoods, and unfortunate-
ly, loved ones. But we are 
still here.  We are poised 
and ready to rebound. 
We have laid a strong 
foundation for ourselves: 
sustaining government 
services that you rely on, 
using federal pandemic 
funds to help our neigh-
bors get through this, 
making targeted invest-
ments in our long-term 
success. 

We are moving past 
the burden of our history, 
taking action to shape a 
Virginia that refl ects who 
we are and what we value. 
We step into this new year 
with a lot of hope—that 
the vaccines will end this 
pandemic, that we can 
get back to normal life, 
and that we can return to 
a time when government 
was just part of the back-
ground noise of daily life, 
not the top headlines. 

But I hope we don’t 
just move back to those 
times when this crisis 
is over. I hope we move 
forward with a new un-
derstanding of what’s 
important. Th ings like 
hugging people, sending 
our children off  to school 
every day, work lunches, 
concerts, and all the expe-
riences that we miss.  We 
need to remember that 
we care about each other.

We have learned a lot 
in this past year, but the 
main thing is that we are 
all connected. What I do 
aff ects you, and what you 
do aff ects me. We are one 
Virginia, and we need to 
keep taking care of each 
other.

I am proud of the state 
of our Commonwealth, 
and the foundation we 
have built to get through 
this pandemic and recover 
in a way that is equitable 
and fair. And I am proud 
of you, Virginia. You 
have made this the great-
est state in the greatest 
nation in the world. And 
together, we are shaping a 
Virginia that once again 
leads the nation. So now, 
let’s get to work!

Th ank you all, and may 
God bless our country 
and the Commonwealth 
of Virginia.



Page 6 • Thursday, January 21, 2021 • Salem Times-Register www.ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
-  located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, 
Va. Traditional Liturgical Lenten  Services, 
Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 
or visit www.sttofc.org for midweek masses 
and events. (In Roanoke, go E on Hershberg-
er, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (INDEPENDENT) 
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH-7th and 
Florida Streets, Salem VA. Pastor: Roger D. 
Counts, 540- 389-3818. Sunday School 10:00 
a.m., Morning Worship 11:00 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Service 6:30 p.m., Wednesday Night 
Prayer Service, 6:30 p.m. 
LAKESIDE BAPTIST CHURCH - 447 
Dalewood  Avenue, Salem, 986-0062, Pastor 
Carl Goodman. Coffee Bar 9:00 a.m., Sun-
day  School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship 10:30 
a.m.,  Children & Student Ministry 5:30-
7:30 p.m.; Thursday  7:00 pm Young Single 
Adults, Wednesday Morning  Prayer Service 
10:00, Lifegroups meeting throughout the 
week. www.lbcva.com. 
SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH, 2721 
12 O’Clock Knob Rd., Salem, Pastor: Tim 
York; Sunday school, 9:45AM, Sunday 
morning worship, 11:00AM, Sunday eve-
ning, 6:00PM, Wednesday evening, 7:00PM.
 TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH - 4339 
Daugherty Road, Salem, Greg Irby, Pastor, 
Church: 380-3567; Home: 389-7240, Sun-
day School 10:00 AM, Worship Services 
11:00AM & 6:00PM, Mid-week Prayer 
Meeting Wednesday 7:00PM, www.temple-
baptch. com. 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
BETHEL BAPTIST-1601 S. Colorado St., 
Salem, Pastor Hilton Jeffreys, 389-2376, 
Sunday: - 9:30 Sunday School; 10:30am 
Morning Worship; 6:00  Evening Worship; 
Wednesday 6:15 Preschool & Children Awa-
na and Youth and Adult Bible Study. www.
bethelbaptistva.com 
MOUNTAIN PASS BAPTIST CHURCH 
- 311 Catawba Valley Dr., (Ro. Co.) Salem, 
VA 24153. Rev. Jack Richards, Jr., Pastor, 
Study 384-6720, Home  427-1508. Sundays: 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Morning  Worship 
11:00 a.m., Evening 6:00 p.m. Wed: 7:00 
p.m. Prayer Meeting and Bible Study. 
RIDGEWOOD BAPTIST-703 Hemlock 
Road N.W. Roanoke, 342-6492. Roy E. 
Kanode, Pastor. Sunday School 9:45 a.m., 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Awanas 5:15 p.m., 
Adult Bible Study and Youth Fellowship 
6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Prayer Service 6:30 
p.m.; Fellowship Meal 5:45 p.m.; Praiz Kidz 
6:00 p.m.; Family Night Activities 6:30 p.m. 
website: www.ridgewood-baptist.com. 
SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH- 103 North 
Broad  Street, Salem, Pastor, Dr. Heath 
Rickmond, 387-0416. Sunday  School 9:15-
10:15a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:30- 11:45a.m. 
& 5:00p.m. Wednesday Services 6:15 p.m. 
www.salembc.net 
FELLOWSHIP COMMUNITY 
CHURCH -Ken  Nienke, Pastor, 387-3200. 
Salem Campus: 1226 Red Lane Extension, 
Salem, Worship Times: 8:00AM, 9:15AM & 
11:00AM. North Campus: 7210 Williamson 
Road, Roanoke, Worship Times: 9:15AM & 
11:00AM. Southwest Campus: 3585 Buck 
Mountain  Road, Roanoke, Worship Times: 
9:15AM & 11:00AM.  
www.fcclife.org. 

BRETHREN
GREEN HILL CHURCH OF THE 
BRETHREN, 2699 Harborwood Rd (Ro.
Co.) Salem, (540)389-5109, Email: green-
hillcob@verizon.net,  nd us on Facebook. 
Continuing the work of Jesus, Peacefully, 
Simply, Together. God’s Work .... Our Hands
CHURCHES OF CHRIST/CHRISTIAN 

CHURCHES  
SALEM CHURCH OF CHRIST - 401 
West Main  Street. 540-389-2400. Minis-
ter Eric Evans; Family Life Minister  Tay-

Salem

To list your church, contact Randy 
Thompson at 540-230-1129 or  email 

advertise@ourvalley.org

WORSHIP  
DIRECTORYMamma Maria’s

ITALIAN  RESTAURANT

Specializing in Catering and Parties

389-2848 • 2025 West Main St., Salem / Exit 137 off I-81

lor Plott; 9:00-9:45am Sunday Bible Study; 
10:00am & 5:30pm  Worship Service; Wednes-
day Bible Study: 6:00 -7:00pm. For more info 
contact the Church Of  ce. 
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST - 1705 
Starview  Drive, Salem. Minister Neil Richey,  
389-9139, Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 AM, 
Morning  Worship: 10:30 AM, Evening Wor-
ship: 6:00 PM,  Wednesday Bible Study, 7:000 
PM. 

CHURCH OF GOD/ANDERSON  
COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH- 
955 Bird Lane, Salem, Va 24153, 389-
5639. Pastor: Scott Hudson. Sunday School 
10:00AM, Worship 11:00AM; Bible Study 
6:00PM. 

CHURCH OF GOD/CLEVELAND  
SALEM CHURCH OF GOD - 600 Craig 
Avenue,  Todd Stif  er, Pastor, 387-2068, Sun-
day School 9:30 am: Worship and Kids Church 
10:30 am, Wednesday  Bible Study and Classes 
at 7:00 pm. www.salemcog. church 

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
  First Christian Church, 712 Front Ave. 
Salem, Pastor Dan Netting (540) 389-6831.
www.  rstchristiansalemva.com. Adult and 
Children Sunday School - 9:45 am, Worship 
- 10:45 am. Nursery Provided for both. Every-
one welcome
FORT LEWIS CHRISTIAN CHURCH - 
2931  West Main Street, Salem, Pastor, Rev. 
Ben Moore, 380-4636. Website: www.  ccsa-
lem. org. Adult and Children Sunday School, 
9:30 AM, Worship 10:30 AM, Disciple Play-
ers Drama Ministry, Wednesday 6:00 PM, fol-
lowed by Adult Choir  Practice at 7:00 PM. 

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, 
is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 
24016.  Eckankar is a spiritual path that of-
fers a Light & Sound Service on the 2nd Sun-
day of each month at 11:00 a.m.  However, 
due to COVID-19, the Monthly Service and 
other ECK programs are now available online 
through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-va.org for pro-
gram listings or call 540-353-5365 and leave a 
message.  We will return your call.

EPISCOPAL 
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH - 42 
East Main Street, Salem, 389-9307. The Rev. 
Dr. David Compton. Sundays at 10:00 am 
Holy Communion in church and livestream 
on Facebook.  Wednesday Morning Prayer 
livestreamed at 11:30 am.     facebook.com/
st.pauls.salemva/

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
 COLLEGE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
 CHURCH - 210 S. College Avenue, 
Salem VA 24153. Please visit our website 
www.collegelutheran.org for information on 
services. 

FOURSQUARE
theBRIDGE SALEM CHURCH - 4335 West 
Main Street, Salem. 540-404-1414 | bridge.sa-
lem@icloud.com • www.salemva.church Sat-
urday service, 6pm (Nursery & Kids Church 
available). Mail: PO Box 1954, Salem. Twit-
ter/ Instagram: @thebridgesalem Joey Lyons, 
Senior Pastor | joey@salemva.church | 540-
831-9864

INDEPENDENT
RESTORATION CHURCH - a Community 
on Mission Following Jesus into the World 

- 10:10am Sundays at the Salem YMCA - 
1126 Kime Lane, Salem - 540-384-1601 - 
www.restorationsalem.org. Watch Live at: 
YouTube: Restoration Church-Salem, VA.  
Facebook: RestorationChurchSalem

NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION, 
U.S.A., INC.

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH-226 South 
Broad Street, Salem. Rev. Melton Johnson, 
389-9648. Sunday School 9:30 AM, Sunday 
Morning Worship Service 11:00 AM, Wednes-
day Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 7:00 PM. 
SHILOH BAPTIST- 201 South Market Street, 
Salem,  Rev. Adrian E. Dowell, H) (389-0409). 
(Sundays) 9:45 a.m. Sunday School, 11:00 
a.m. Worship Service, (Wednesday) Prayer 
Meeting & Bible Study for Youths & Adults, 
7:30 p.m. (Saturday) 8:00 a.m. - Intercessory 
Prayer Service, Women’s Bible Study Fellow-
ship 9:30am Fridays, Men’s Bible Study 7am 
Saturdays.

PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS 
CHRISTIAN LIFE INT’L - 1 CLI Way, Sa-
lem,  Ryan Linkous, Pastor, 343-3801, Sun-
day Worship  Service 10:15 AM, (Children’s 
Church and Nursery) Wed, MidWeek Service 
(Adult, Awaken Youth, Mpact Girls & Royal 
Rangers) 7 PM. Nursery Provided. Email: of-
 ce@clichurch.org. Find us on facebook. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 
SALEM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH- 41 
East Main Street, Salem, VA . 389-3881. As-
sociate Pastor Rev. Janet Chisom, Interim Pas-
tor: Rev. Tupper Garden. Until further notice: 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship 
11:00 a.m. are online only. Please contact the 
church for online details for Sunday School 
and worship with us at www.salempres.org, or 
Facebook, or YouTube.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
(Evangelical Presbyterian Church EPC) 

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
-101 Keesling Avenue, Salem, VA, 387-1311, 
Rev.  Cameron Smith, Sunday 9:15 Prayer/
Communion,  Sunday School 9:45 am., Sunday 
Worship 11:00am,  2nd & 4th Sunday children 
& youth ministry, Wednesday  Choir Practice 
7:00pm, 1st Wed of month Rich  eld Minis-
try. Nursery and children’s church available 
each week. Email: newlife.epc.salem@gmail. 
com,Web:www.newlifesalemEPC.org. Face-
book: facebook.com/newlife.epc.salem 

ROMAN CATHOLIC
 OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP -314 
Turner  Road, Salem. 387-0491, Rev. Ken 
Shuping, Saturday  Mass - 5:00 p.m., Sunday 
Mass 10:30am, Daily Mass: Mon 12noon,  Wed 
6:30pm, Thur 12noon & Fri 12noon; Mass on 
Sunday at 1:00 pm in Spanish; Confessions 
Wednesday 5:30-6, Saturday  4:00 p.m.-5:00 
p.m. and by appointment. 

UNITED METHODIST 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
- 125  W. Main St, Salem, VA. 540-389-5459. 
Pastor Alan  Combs, Traditional  Worship - 
8:45am, Sunday School - 9:45am,  Genesis 
Contemporary Worship 10am; Traditional 
Worship - 11:00am. www.fumcsalemva. org. 
LOCUST GROVE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH- 3415 Locust Grove Lane, Salem, 
380-4303, Pastor Logan Hollenbeck. Drive-In 
service each Sunday Traditional Worship 9:30 
a.m.

Read Exodus 30:1 through 
32:35

“This project has to be done 
right, and it has to be done 
soon. Work all weekend if you 
have to.” Some work assign-
ments make us wonder if we 
need to make a few clones to 
help us get the work done. 
Life’s responsibilities may seem 
larger than we can handle, yet 
we need to learn the impor-
tance of rest.

“It will be a sign between me 
and the Israelites forever, for 
in six days the Lord made the 
heavens and the earth, and on 
the seventh day he rested and 
was refreshed” (Exodus 31:17).

God created the Sabbath for 
two key purposes. First, peo-

ple need to set aside a day to 
worship God and fellowship 
with His people. Second, we 
need a day of rest and refresh-
ing. Scientifi c research bears 
this out.

Nearly everyone must contend 
with deadlines and expecta-
tions from others. God, how-
ever, wants us to set aside time 
to rest and to seek Him. Obey-
ing His instructions for rest and 
worship actually helps us gain 
the energy and renewal we 
need to be more effective and 
productive in the responsibili-
ties we carry.

Prayer Suggestion: God, please 
direct me in ways to better rest 
in You.

Quicklook: Exodus 31:14–17

Time to Rest
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Be sure to ‘Like’ 
the Salem-Times 

Register on Facebook.

OBITUARY
Lockard, June 

Pauline Lineberry
June Pauline Line-

berry Lockard, 97, of 
Salem, went home to 
her Lord, Thursday 
evening, January 7. 

She was born on June 
20, 1923, in Roanoke 
County, the daughter 
of the late Louis Allen 
Lineberry and Bessie 
Bauman Lineberry.

June was preceded in 
death by her husband 
of 48 years, Judson El-
dridge Lockard; three brothers, Lee 
Ray Lineberry, Louis Monroe Line-
berry, and Herman Lineberry; two 
sisters-in-law, Margaret Lineberry 
and Ruth Lineberry; and son-in-law, 
Donald Wells Halterman.

She was a lifelong member of Sa-
lem Baptist Church where she served 
tirelessly in Women on Mission, and 
thoroughly enjoyed her beloved Sun-
day School class. She ended her career 
as a secretary for the Forestry Depart-
ment to become a homemaker who 
adored her husband and family.

Left to cherish her memory are 
daughters, Anita Halterman, Melody 
Leah (Gary), and Dreama Neikirk 

(Steve) all of Salem; 
grandchildren, Justin 
Halterman (Kim) of Da-
leville, Brittany Gomez 
(Nemo) of Winston-
Salem, NC., Dustin 
Halterman (Elizabeth) 
of Salem, Cara Brogan 
(Nick) of Hardy, and 
Taylor Neikirk of Salem; 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
Elijah, Remington, and 
Gwen. She also leaves 
behind many friends, 

church family and dear roommate 
Mary Stuart who will sadly miss her.

June’s family wishes to thank the 
physicians and nurses at Lewis-Gale 
Medical Center who cared for Mom as 
well as the caring and compassionate 
staff  at Th e Oaks at Richfi eld Living.

A celebration of June’s life and lov-
ing spirit will be held at a later date. 

Funeral services were held on Tues-
day, January 12, in the Chapel of 
John M. Oakey & Son, Salem. Pastors 
Heath Rickmond and Everett Kier of-
ficiated. Burial followed at Sherwood 
Memorial Park. An online guest book 
is available for family and friends by 
visiting www.johnmoakey.com.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Said Assistant Superintendent Curtis Hicks, “We realize that the danger to our 
healthy teenagers is minimal, but we are obligated to protect the public health 
and safeguard against any unnecessary infection that could result in serious 
consequences for an athlete's family or someone else in the community.” 

teams to compete in a few games before 
regionals.” 

Owyn Dawyot is a Salem High stu-
dent-athlete. When asked why it’s so 
important for him and his teammates 
to complete the season, he responded, 
“Because that is what our team works 

toward throughout the year. It’s kind of 
like putting all your time and eff ort and 
hard work into preparing a big meal and 
then just staring at it. Th ere is no reward. 
Competition means so much to us. We 
are all at our best, mentally and physi-
cally, when we are allowed to compete.”

Sports from page 1

Salem Moose Lodge 2573 Junior Governor Butch 
Bryant shows one of the Tommy Moose stuffed toys 
Moose are providing to Salem Police, the Salem 
Volunteer Rescue Squad and Salem Fire and EMS to 
give to children during emergencies.

members Teri Atkins and 
Garry Lautenschlager on 
Jan. 15 at the Lodge on East 
Main Street.

“It’s the largest coat drive 
we’ve ever had,” said Moose 
member Ann Whitenack. 
“A lot of the coats, sweaters, 
hats, gloves and scarves look 
brand new,” she added.

Whitenack explained 
Moose Lodge members 
donated most of the warm 
clothing, “and I mentioned 
it to everybody I ran into in 
the community.”

Junior Governor Butch 
Bryant said Moose Lodges 
do a lot of community ser-
vice projects. For example, 
Salem Moose presented 96 
Tommy Moose stuff ed toys 
to the Salem Police Depart-
ment, 96 to the Salem Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad, “and 
probably another 96 to Sa-
lem Fire & EMS,” he said, to 
be given to children during 
emergencies.

Moose from page 1

UDC members give 
back to the community

On December 17, sev-
eral UDC (United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy) 
members gathered at the 
Salem Museum to hand 
out approximately 150 

Christmas goody bags for 
Veterans held at the VA 
Medical Center during the 
holidays. 

 Contr ibut ions 
from several UDC Chap-

ters in Virginia made the 
gesture possible. 

Submitted by 
Sharon Rose

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
From left to right, some of the UDC members who helped, Ricki McKinney, Seyward 
McKinney, Sharon Rose, Debbie Pemberton and Lurana Vest. 

Southern Cross Chapter 746 members, Sharon Rose, left, and Lurana Vest, right. 

Fincastle Chapter members Debbie Pemberton, left, and her mother, Delores 
Jamerson. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

J.C. Taylor
REALTOR®

Diamond 
Sales
Award

716 West Main Street
Salem, Virginia 24153

Bus. (540) 387-0466
Cell (540) 397-2631
Fax (540) 389-0175
E-mail J5403@msn.com

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell

5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 

Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

HE KNOWS SALEM
HE

GETS
RESULTS
389-1100
George
Barker

• Municipal bonds
• CDs
• Money-market funds
• IRAs

. . .and much more! Call or drop by today!

individual investorsServing
• Stocks
• Mutual funds
• Bonds
• Government Securities

Member SIPC
Paul Curran, CFP®
Financial Advisor

23 W. Calhoun St.
Salem, VA 24153
389-2450

You don’t 
have to pay 
more for 
the best....

You just 
get more!

353-8661
Remax Real
Estate One

ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

If you are or will be serving as the Personal 
Representative of an estate, we have the experience 

and knowledge to help you in this process.

TALK TO WALT

NEW LOCATION 
25 East Main Street

If you believe in your business and 
want to build it...

call Randy Thompson at 540-230-1129
advertise@ourvalley.org

ADVERTISE!

Subscribe to the 
Salem Times-

Register 
for all your

 local news!
Call 389-9355 

today!

Call Randy Thompson
540-230-1129

advertise@ourvalley.org
to reserve this space

If you believe in your business 
and want to build it...

To place your ad, call 
Randy Thompson at 540-230-1129

ADVERTISE!

Like
Salem Times-Register

on Facebook

Tommy McDonald III
Senior Vice President–Investments
(540) 983-6919
investdavenport.com/tmcdonald

worry less about the future 
and live more for today.

For sound investment advice, contact:

MEMBER: NYSE | FINRA | SIPC

Want to keep up with local 
news, sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

Joe Curran, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

11 E Main St
Salem, VA 24153
540-404-4331
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Financial strategies.
One-on-one advice.

BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell

5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 

Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

PHOTOS BY SHAWN NOWLINOne of the signs a protestor brought to the gathering. 

cerns me how close our 
nation came to fascism. 
Trump is a lesson in all 
the things that a leader 
should not be. He is 
also a reminder that 
truth and people who 
uncover and dissemi-

nate facts are essential.”
Protest organizer 

Dave Tate of the group 
Progressive Anti-Racist 
Action also has strong 
feelings about the 
Capitol Hill riots that 
Trump incited.   

“This violence, and 
those documented to 
have been a part of it, 
will lead to the disman-
tling of untold num-
bers of extremist cells 
across the country,” 
Tate said. “It will lead 

to some long prison 
terms for some very 
dangerous people and 
it will cost many of the 
unhinged to lose their 
gun rights.”

Tate has a message 
for his Republican 

friends who he feels 
have been duped: only 
you can clean up your 
house.

“The wolves used 
patriotism and religion 
as a tool against your 
values. They then used 

the cover of your flock 
to attack the shepherd 
in his home. This is 
the fact and until it can 
be recognized and ac-
cepted, wheels are just 
spinning in an alternate 
reality,” he said.

Griffith from page 1

Protestors expressing their frustration. 
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BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

timate only. 

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Autos - Trucks/
Vans

For Sale 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Now Hiring 

Part Time Janitorial 
Position              

Call 540-293-5522 to 
Apply 

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ018725-06-00 

In re

Food Services 
Service Associate  

Looking for a new 
career? Apply today! 

Equal Opportunity 
Employer 
Minorities/Females/Prot
ected 
Veterans/Individuals 
with Disabilities/Sexual 
Orientation/Gender 
Identity. 
Carilion Clinic is a  
drug-free workplace. 

Project Associate,  

Handyman 

Phone calls ONLY 

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

Assistant Director 
of Nursing 

Help Wanted - 
General

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. 20-649 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

SPECIAL 

SALE OF 
58 Lakeland Circle, 

Troutville, VA 
24175 

Tax Map 
#108(A)(1)BK2-19 

VIRGINIA: 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF 

BOTETOURT 
COUNTY

 
IN RE: ESTATE OF 

GEORGINA B. 
HUTCHENS, 
DECEASED

 
NOTICE 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Salem

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL20-2497 

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ002182-04-00, 
JJ002182-05-00, 
JJ002182-06-00 

in re

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

NOTICE OF 
JUDICIAL SALE 

*****IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION****** 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured fl oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
LIFETIME WARRANTY!
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

877-691-5591
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/vapa

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

FREE!
Savings Include an 

American Standard 

Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County
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With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Peace of mind comes with knowing that an experienced 
professional is helping you make the r ight decisions each step 
of the way. We will assist with transferring assets, preparing 

tax returns and filing life or annuity claims.

INHERITANCES

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

COVID-19 Testing
 

 Schedule your appointment at:
ARCpointlabs.com/Christiansburg

ARCpoint Labs of Christiansburg

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

STATEWIDE  
ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTION-
EERS:   Advertise your 
upcoming auctions 
statewide and in oth-
er states.   Aff ordable 
Print and Digital So-
lutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.
net

FARM EQUIPMENT 

OWN LAND IN VIR-
GINIA? Our Hunt-
ers will Pay Top $$$ 
to lease your land. 
Call now for free info 
packet 1-866-309-
1507 www.BaseCam-
pLeasing.com / Ref# 
VA11721

HOME IMPROVE-
MENT 

Vinyl Replacement 
Windows Starting at 
$235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 
804-739-8207 Siding, 
Roofi ng, Gutters and 
More!

GENERAC Standby 
Generators. The 
weather is increas-
ingly unpredict-
able. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 
7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE 
in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-877-636-
0738   Special fi nanc-
ing for qualifi ed cus-
tomers.

Eliminate gutter 
cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most 

advanced debris-
blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off  
Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

ATTN. CONTRAC-
TORS: Advertise your 
business statewide 
and in other states. 
Aff ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeown-
ers.  Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.
net 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:   
Advertise your list-

ings regionally or 
statewide. Aff ordable 
Print and Digital So-
lutions that get re-
sults! Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services  804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.
net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontest-
ed, $395+$86 court 
cost. WILLS $195.00. 
No court appearance. 
Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member.  HYPERLINK 
“https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com” ht-
tps://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com.

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

Mortgage Loan Originator

Come join the Summit team!
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decision. Th e Titans 
outscored Glenvar 17-3 
in the second quarter to 
open a big lead. Glen-
var cut the margin to 
two in the fourth pe-
riod but couldn’t get 
over the hump. Barber 
had 16 and Hendricks 
had 14.

“We missed seven 
free throws and lost by 
four,” said Mann. “Th at 
didn’t help us much.”

Glenvar was sched-
uled to play at North-
side Wednesday, but 
results were too late for 
publication. On Friday, 
defending Class 3 state 
champion Cave Spring 
comes to GHS.

Left, Glenvar's Tucker Henderson models the mask Glenvar swimmers wore when they weren't competing in Monday's meet at the Gator Center. Right, McKenna Shearer 
swims for the Highlanders. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN & TONYA WOOLWINE

After several weeks of social distance practice the 
Glenvar High School swim team fi nally hit the pool 
in competition at the Roanoke Gator Center Monday.  
Th e boys had several good swims but dropped both 
contests to Cave Spring and William Byrd while the 
girls split with a victory over Byrd and a loss to a very 
talented Cave Spring team.

Top three fi nishers on the night included the 200 
yard Medley Relay boys’ team of Cooper Campbell, 
Tucker Henderson, Derrick Hall and Colvin Dela-
no, who fi nished second.  Th e girls A team of Reese 
Dunkenberger, Isabelle Pope, Adrianna Hall and Carly 
Wilkes also fi nished second. 

In the girls 200 yard freestyle Hall fi nished second 
and Delaney Eller third. In the 200 yard Individual 
Medley Wilkes fi nished third and in the girls 50 yard 
freestyle Pope fi nished second.

In the girls 100 yard butterfl y Hall was second and 
Eller was third while Wilkes set a new personal record 
and fi nished second in the girls 500 yard freestyle.  In 
the 200 yard freestyle relay the team of Pope, McKenna 
Shearer, Kaylin Paitsel and Eller fi nished second.

In the boys 100 yard backstroke Campbell fi nished 
third and Reese Dunkenberger was second for the girls. 
Pope was second in the girls 100 yard breaststroke. In 
the 400 yard freestyle relay the girls A team of Hall, 
Wilkes, Eller and Dunkenberger blew away the fi eld 
with a 34 second victory over second place Cave Spring 
and the B team of Brooklyn Woolwine, Shearer, Pait-

Glenvar girls defeat William Byrd in fi rst swim meet of the season
sel, and Macy Westland fi nished third.

Th e Highlanders set 11 new personal records on the 
night.

Th e Swimming Highlanders are back in action next 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday nights against Roa-
noke County teams.

Spartan swim team
back in the water

Salem's Kaylee Shifflett dives in at the Salem YMCA Tuesday night in the 
first event of the winter season for Salem High. Results were too late for 
publication but will be included in next week's edition. PHOTO  BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Th e Glenvar girls split their fi rst two 
basketball games of the season, playing 
only Roanoke County schools due to the 
pandemic. Th e girls lost to William Byrd 
in Vinton last Friday but bounced back 
to beat Hidden Valley Monday night.

At Byrd the Terriers dropped  a 49-
42 decision. Glenvar trailed by just two, 
22-20, at the half before Byrd outscored 
Glenvar 17-8 in the third period. Th e 
Highlanders rallied in the fourth quarter 
but couldn’t quite catch up.

“I think we were a little timid,” said 

Glenvar coach Jeff  Johnson. “Byrd was 
aggressive and we were not.”

Olivia Harris led Glenvar with 16 
points and Rhyan Harris had a dozen.

On Monday night the Highlanders 
bounced back to beat Hidden Valley at 
home, 73-15. Harris led all scorers with 
23, outscoring the Titans herself. Harris 
had 15 points, Savana Luper had a bakers’ 
dozen and Morgan Batey had 10 points.

Glenvar had a home game with North-
side scheduled for Wednesday and the 
Highlanders are at Cave Spring Friday.

Andrew Lewis Middle School will have volleyball tryouts and football practice start-
ing on Monday, February 8th. Students who plan to participate in either volleyball or 
football must do the following by Friday February 5th.

(1.)  provide a current (dated after May 1, 2020) Virginia High School League 
(VHSL) physical form on fi le in the main offi  ce. Th e physical form can be found on 
the school website, the VHSL website, or in the main offi  ce at ALMS.

(2.)  provide a signed Salem COVID 19 Waiver Form on fi le in the main offi  ce. 
Th e waiver form can be found on the school website, or in the main offi  ce at ALMS.

(3.)  sign up for volleyball and football by visiting the athletics tab on the Andrew 
Lewis webpage. 

Football equipment will be handed out at the Salem High School Fieldhouse for 
eighth graders on Wednesday February 3rd and seventh graders on Th ursday February 
4th. Th e time for both equipment handout dates is 5 to 7 PM. To get equipment be-
fore the start of practice students must have completed the three steps outlined above.   

If you have further questions, please contact:  Matt Coe - Athletic Director   mcoe@
salem.k12.va.us; Perry Manning - Volleyball Coach pmanning@salem.k12.va.us; or 
Brian Hooker - Head Football Coach bhooker@salem.k12.va.u.

Glenvar wrestlers are home tonight
The Glenvar wrestlers will have a home match tonight against Hidden Valley 
at the GHS gym. Glenvar opened the season with a 45-27 loss to William Byrd 
on Tuesday in Vinton. Above, Glenvar's Zach Moore finishes off a pin for the 
Highlanders. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Andrew Lewis Middle School requirements
for spring volleyball tryouts, football practice

Glenvar's Olivia Harris made it official at the high school gym last week as she 
signed up to attend the University of Lynchburg and play basketball for the Hornets. 
Seated, left to right, are mom Tonya, Olivia and dad George Harris. Standing behind 
are sister McKenzie and brother Grayson.

Glenvar's Melayia Donaldson drives past a Byrd defender in Vinton last Friday.
PHOTO BY JIM DEVINNEY

Girls fall to Byrd, hammer Titans

Headed to Lynchburg

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

GHS BOYS
continued from pg. 12

Glenvar's Aiden Alexander shoots over a Byrd defender in 
last week's win. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
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Sports
T h u rs d ay,  Ja n u a r y  2 1 ,  2 0 2 1

Limit One Per Customer
Expiration Date: JANUARY 31, 2021

Haley Has It For Less...
                For Salem!

1530 Courtland Road NE,

$100 Off Your Best Deal!

Haley Toyota

Who is that masked man? It might be the Lone Rang-
er, but then again it might be a member of the Salem 
High boys’ basketball team.

Ready or not, the Spartans are about to return in win-
ter sports. Basketball games, wrestling matches, a swim 
meet and a track meet are all scheduled for the next 
week. Salem is one of the last school systems to return 
to interscholastic competition, but the return is welcome 
for kids, parents and even fans who can’t get in to watch 
the games.

No fans will be allowed for indoor events and the Sa-
lem basketball teams, both boys and girls, will have to 
wear masks to compete. Th eir opponent will also have 
to wear masks, and that’s a challenge for Salem High 
athletic director Chris King, who is in charge of putting 
together schedules. He’s already had one school balk at 
wearing masks during competition, and he can’t schedule 
games against the fi ve Roanoke County schools, who are 
only playing each other.

Th e Salem boys will begin under new coach Micah 
Boyd with a home game against Pulaski County on 
Monday. Th e girls, who also have a new coach in Berlyn 
Seitz, will be at Pulaski County on Monday. Both teams 
will play Patrick Henry on January 29, with the girls 
making their home debut and the boys at PH.

Th e SHS wrestlers will open Tuesday at home against 
Pulaski County. Th at match is either going to be at the 
high school or at Andrew Lewis, where some of the mats 
are stored. If you’re a fan you won’t be allowed in anyway, 
so I guess it really doesn’t matter.

Wrestling has some strange rules. I’ve attended a cou-
ple matches so far at the two Botetourt County schools. 
Prior to each match the wrestlers aren’t allowed to shake 
hands, but after that they roll around all over each other 
for as many as fi ve minutes. Th en, when it’s over, the ref-
eree isn’t allowed to raise the winner’s hand as is the long 
time tradition. Go fi gure.

Th e Salem High swim team was scheduled to swim on 
Tuesday of this week and the indoor track team will run 
Saturday, only outdoors. Th e Spartans will run at Patrick 
Henry on Saturday at 1 pm and William Fleming and 
Pulaski County are also scheduled to attend.

Of course, everything is day-to-day with the virus. 
James River had sports wiped out this week because the 
girls played Radford in basketball and after the game one 
of the Bobcats tested positive, throwing the River folks 
into quarantine.

High School football is scheduled to begin practice on 
February 4, with the fi rst game scheduled for February 
22nd. Yes, I know that’s a Monday, but Salem will host 
Blacksburg on that day. . .if we’re lucky.

Ron Myers and Mike Arthur will be broadcasting all 

Salem football games on WRTZ 1410 AM radio and on 
the internet at wrtzroanoke.com. I expect their broad-
casts will reach an all-time high in popularity with little 
or no fans allowed in the stadium.

                  LOSING A COUPLE GIANTS
We lost two more local legends this week with the 

passing of Bill Allen and Joe LaRocco, who were both in 
their 60s and went way too soon.

Allen is a well-known fi gure to anyone who played or 
watched football in Glenvar in the past 30 years or so. 
He was the long-time coach of the Glenvar Bulldogs and 
an important part of the Highlander program for years. 
He always had a good team and he stressed fundamen-
tals, making it easier for the kids to transcend to school 
football.

Bill’s son, Hunter, played for Glenvar but he was like a 
dad to many who passed through the Glenvar program. 
He loved the game and the kids.

LaRocco made his mark in track. He was a cross coun-
try and track standout at Andrew Lewis High School, 
graduating in 1972. He went on to run at Roanoke 
College, setting records there, including some that still 
stand. He’s a member of the Roanoke College Athletic 
Hall of Fame.

After college Joe continued to contribute his talents to 
the world of track and fi eld. He coached teams at Cave 
Spring High School for over 20 years, where he also 
served as a social studies teacher. He compiled a 196-
36 record coaching cross country and was awarded six 
Coach of the Year honors. 

Until his death Joe was one of the top high school 

and college track offi  cials on the east coast, and he also 
served as Co-Director of the Commonwealth Games 
cross country races. Due to the pandemic he wasn’t able 
to be the Head Starter at the ODAC Outdoor Meet nor 
the VHSL Outdoor State Meet this past spring, but he 
did start the races at the ODAC Indoor Meet for the 
25th time and the State Meet for the 20th year. Th e Out-
door ODAC meet would have been his 33rd consecutive 
and the high school championships would have been his 
25th consecutive.   

Joe was an active runner for all his life and has rarely 
missed a chance to compete in the Salem Distance Run. 
I remember a few years ago seeing his wife, Terry, on 
the sidelines of the race and she told me she was a little 
nervous because, “this was his fi rst big race after his heart 
attack.”

In the Blue Ridge Parkway Challenge, Joe ran 217 
miles in 40 days.  Th e Salem races in October, sponsored 
by Lewis Gale, cancelled their in-person races this year, 
which start together.  Th ey changed their format to a 
virtual race due the pandemic and this allowed Joe to 
run in the Half Marathon on one day, then run in the 
8K two days later.  He was fi rst among those in the 65-69 
age category in the 8k.  

Joe was still running last week and died way too early. 
It’s a great loss to everyone who knew him, and the track 
and cross country community as a whole.

 “Joe was an icon in Salem and is legendary at Cave 
Spring High School,” said retired Andrew Lewis, Salem 
High and Roanoke College coach Richard Browder, 
who was good friends with LaRocco. “He was a great 
historian and performed as Andrew Lewis for the Salem 
Historical Society and Museum. A tragic loss too early.”

Bill Allen(left) coached sandlot football in the Glenvar program for close to 20 years. Joe LaRocco(right) was a 
a life long runner, coach and official and a regular in the Salem Distance Run.

SHS Sports are back

Brian
Hoff man

Th e Glenvar boys’ basketball team is 
only playing teams from Roanoke Coun-
ty this season, and Glenvar is the small-
est school in the county. However, that 
didn’t keep the Highlanders from win-
ning their opening game of the season 
over William Byrd Friday night on the 
brand new GHS gym fl oor.

“If you want to be 
with the big dogs, 
you have to play 
them,” said Glenvar 
coach Todd Mann.

Th e Highlanders 
opened their season 
with a 76-63 win 
over the visiting Ter-
riers. Stephen Bar-
ber led Glenvar with 
30 points, shooting 
13 of 17 from the 
line and adding a 
two-handed dunk 
late in the game to 
put an exclamation 
mark on the win.

“Steph did an 
outstanding job go-
ing to the basket,” 
said Mann.

Tyler Johnson 
had 19 points and 
Garrett Hendricks, 
who played at 
Byrd last year be-
fore transferring to 
Glenvar, had 17. 
Th e Highlanders 
trailed by two at the 
half but outplayed 
the Terriers after in-
termission.

“I was overall 
pleased with our 
opener,” said Mann. 
“Tough going into 
the fi rst game like 
we did, but we man-
aged to pull it out. 

Glenvar boys split fi rst two
We had 13 fi rst half turnovers but only 
two in the second half. So, for six new 
players and three fi rst time players in a 
varsity game, I was happy.”

On Monday the Highlanders played 
at Hidden Valley and dropped a 59-55 

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Garrett Hendricks scores for Glenvar in last Friday's opener 
against William Byrd.

Tripp Greene of Roanoke College is surrounded by Greensboro defenders as he 
goes to the hoop in Tuesday's season opening basketball game in Salem. The 
game was played at the Cregger Center without fans as the Maroons dropped a 
67-61 decision to the visitors. The Maroons are back home Saturday for a 2 pm 
game against Hampden-Sydney to open the Old Dominion Athletic Conference 
portion of the schedule. Again, fans will not be permitted to attend but can 
watch the game on the Maroon Sports Network, with Ron Myers doing play-by-
play and Bob Southard providing color commentary. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Maroons drop opener to Greensboro

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
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