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SUBMITTED PHOTO 
When school starts up in less than two weeks, every school employee and student will be required to wear a 
face mask. 

Teachers, students and staff  required to 
wear a face mask for upcoming school year

Th e City of Salem has six public 
schools and serves approximately 
3,800 students annually. When 
school starts on August 30, school 
employees and students will be 
required to wear face masks while 
riding buses or indoors. Exceptions 
will be made when people are exer-
cising, eating or outdoors. 

Present in each public school 
will be sanitizer dispensers and 
handwashing stations.  Every 
school will also recognize a physi-
cal distancing requirement of three 
feet. 

Some parents don’t believe 
masks should be required for stu-

dents. A plurality of them, how-
ever, feel that masks are the best 
strategy to reduce the spread of the 
delta variant, the virus that causes 
COVID-19, and keep everyone 
safe. Six Salem parents - James 
Richardson, Daniel Sopp, Debbie 
Sams, Kelly Bryant, Robin Rose 
and Tamryn Stephenson - spoke at 
the school board meeting on Au-
gust 10, and only one was in favor 
of the mask mandate.  

Said Assistant Superintendent 
Curtis Hicks, “We are all pro-
foundly disappointed that we’re 
still sitting here today talking 
about this. Not a single one of us 
wants our kids to deal with this. 
Before state and CDC changed, 
we were prepared to say that vacci-

nated students would in some cases 
have the option.”  

Since last week’s school board 
meeting, Governor Ralph Northam 
issued a Public Health Emergency 
Order requiring universal masking 
in all indoor settings in Virginia’s 
K-12 schools. Whenever possible, 
teachers are encouraged to increase 
instruction time spent outside. 

“We all share the same goal of 
keeping our schools open and our 
students safe,” he said. “Th at’s why 
the General Assembly passed this 
law with overwhelming bipartisan 
support. Th is Public Health Order 
makes it very clear that masks are 
required in all indoor K-12 set-
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On August 26, 1961, Loren and Barbara Walker were 
married in Roanoke. Since 1976, the couple has resided 
in Salem. 

Salem couples 
celebrate six 
decades of marriage

Congratulations are 
in store for Salem resi-
dents Fredric and Carolyn 
Eichelman as well as Loren 
and Barbara Walker, as both 
couples are celebrating their 
wedding anniversary this 
month. 

When Loren and Barbara 
got married in 1961, it was 
in Roanoke City. For the last 
45 years, they have called 
Salem home. While Barbara 
is known for her homemade 
sweet pickles, unique quilts 
and sense of humor, Loren 
still enjoys home improve-
ment and outdoor activi-
ties such as biking. Active 
members of Salem Presby-
terian Church, the Walkers 
have three daughters, seven 
grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

“I live near Atlanta 
while my siblings live near 
Chicago and San Diego, 
respectively. Given CO-
VID-19, their health, age 
and distance, we all col-
lectively decided to not do 
a gathering this year,” said 
their daughter Linda. “Our 
entire family is forever grate-
ful   for Loren and Barbara’s 
legacy of love, stability and 
faithfulness.” 

After six decades to-
gether, Fred says that he 
and his wife are still making 
memories. “Both of us have 
had many shared interests 
covering a range of things, 
from education, working 
in projects to improve the 
media to be more faith and 
family friendly, community 
involvement to being active 

in our church and animal 
rescue. Above everything, 
we are friends and team-
mates and treat each other 
accordingly,” he said. 

Both Fred and Caro-
lyn, 86, worked as educa-
tors for over 40 years. After 
starting her career teaching 
pre-school at Total Action 
Against Poverty (TAP), 
Carolyn retired as a Sa-
lem teacher. Fred taught 
in schools in Vinton, Cave 
Spring, North County and 
Salem. 

Occasionally, they will 
run into a former student. 
“It usually happens when 
we are getting into our car,” 
Carolyn said. “I’ve taught 
countless students over the 
years, and it does my heart 
well to see them all grown 
up with families of their 
own.” 

Life today is vastly diff er-
ent from what it was when 
Fred and Carolyn got mar-
ried. In 1960, the U.S. pop-
ulation was approximately 
180 million. Today, that 
number is around 329 mil-
lion. Sixty-one years ago, gas 
was $0.31 per gallon. Th at 
number today is roughly 
$2.97 per gallon. Th e aver-
age price of a home back 
then was $11,900 com-
pared to $325,000 in 2021. 

Th e two understand how 
blessed they are to have sur-
vived the COVID-19 pan-
demic together. “We took 
various precautions to be 
extra safe,” Fred said. “Th ere 
were many couples who did 
the same. However, they 
were not as fortunate. We 
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Dennis Haley and his beloved father, Ken 

Ken Haley, well-known Salem 
resident and businessman, dies at 70

While Dennis Haley was the 
most celebrated football player 
in his family, having been on 
three NFL rosters, he's quick to 
mention the achievements of his 
dad. Salem resident Ken Haley, a 
football star when he was at then-
Addison High School in Roanoke, 
died Saturday while playing golf.

"He grew up in Roanoke City 
and played at Addison High 
School," Dennis Haley said. "My 
wife put together a sports book of 
all his newspaper clippings at Ad-
dison, and later at Bluefi eld State."

Roanoke World News writer 

John Black referred to Ken Haley 
as "Haley's Comet” after he ran 
for four touchdowns and tossed 
two touchdown passes against 
Campbell County

"He played basketball and foot-
ball and then, later in life, when 
I was growing up, he took up 
tennis," Dennis Haley said. "He 
was a heck of a tennis player. He 
played in all the local leagues. I 
heard that he played basketball 
and football, but I grew up watch-
ing him play tennis."

Not surprisingly, Ken Haley 
later took up golf and was on 

See Celebrate, page 7

See Face masks, page 5

the golf course Saturday at Great 
Oaks when he suff ered a heart at-
tack from which he was unable to 
survive. He would have turned 71 
in December.

"I picked up golf early on be-
cause I grew up in Salem with a 
bunch of my buddies," Dennis 
said. “And then I passed it on to 
him. We played together a lot."

Ken Haley had played four 
times last week, walking on occa-
sion.

"Th is was totally unexpected," 
said Dennis, a standout linebacker 
when he played for the University 
of Virginia and a member of state 
football and basketball champion-
ship teams at Salem High. "If he 
wasn't feeling well, he wouldn't 
have been out there."

Dennis Haley discounted an 
old newspaper tale that, at his fa-
ther's urging, he would take piano 
lessons on the Saturday morning 
after Friday night football games.

Ken Haley is survived by his 
wife, Andrea, and an older son, 
Darren, who will be 53 this fall. 
Dennis, who lives in Christians-
burg, will be 40.

"My dad owned his own busi-
ness as a general contractor and 
was one of the fi rst black business 
owners in the Roanoke Valley," 
Dennis Haley said. "Nobody in 
our family wanted for anything,"

-Submitted by contributing 
writer Doug Doughty

Salem residents and former educators Fredric and 
Carolyn Eichelman celebrated their 61st wedding 
anniversary on August 6. 
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PICKUP  CURBSIDE PICKUP  DELIVERY
ORDER AT JIMMYJOHNS.COM
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Because sandwich.
“New Hours”  NOW OPEN 

TIL 8PM
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Banking in Vinton just got easier!BBBB er!rrrrreeeerrrrrrrrr!!!!BBBBBannnBBBBBB kkkkkkBBBBB aaaa eeeerrrrrrssssiiii

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19TH  •  10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

REFRESHMENTS • CUSTOMER GIFTS • FUN!

EAT  SHOP  PLAY  LIVE

Enjoy refreshments  
and FREE gifts for  

existing customers 
 and new accounts  

 Enjoy refreshments from  
 Homestead Creamery

 Live radio remote by Star Country

 Music, prizes and FREE t-shirts

 FREE Cat’s Meow® replica of Vinton  
 landmarks with any new account

410 S. Pollard Street
Vinton, VA 24179
T: 540.283.2828

www.bankofbotetourt.com

Lobby Hours:

Monday - Thursday 9AM - 5PM

Friday 9AM – 6PM

Drive-Thru Hours:

Monday - Thursday 8:30AM – 5:30PM

Friday 8:30AM – 6PM

rand peningO

WITH A SPECIAL 
APPEARANCE 

FROM

June Bug
Clown

THE

Along with having experienced bankers to help with your personal and business banking 

needs, our new full-service office offers an ATM with deposit capabilities, a drive-thru and 

night deposit for on-the-go banking.   Plus, bank ANYWHERE, ANYTIME via Mobile  Banking E

and Online Banking.     

Visit our website to learn more about our VISA® Credit and Debit Card Options, Merchant 

Services and Treasury Services for our business customers!

!
Bank of BotetourtBank of Botetourt
Banking in Vinton just got easier!

GG
INTRODUCING ROANOKE’S  

NEWEST STAR
RENÉ CHAPMAN
Tidewater Mortgage Services, Inc.

René 

René Chapman
 

www.applywithrene.com

Grammy award-winning artist plays benefit concert for Feeding Southwest Virginia

On August 3, Feeding Southwest 
Virginia was in attendance at the fi nal 
virtual session of the “Tuesday Tunes 
benefi tting Feeding Southwest Vir-
ginia” at local venue, 3rd Street Cof-
feehouse. Tuesday was the culminating 
event of a fundraising campaign that 
helped to raise over $21,000 for Feed-
ing Southwest Virginia since May of 
2020. 

Th e event featured local artist Greg 
Trafi dlo and Friends, and included 
a headline surprise performance by 
Grammy Award-winning folk artist, 
Tom Paxton, who made the trip to Ro-

anoke for the occasion. Th e concert was 
broadcast live on Facebook, but also in 
attendance were many of the over 60 
artists who donated their talents to the 
Tuesday Tunes concert series over the 
past 16 months. 

“Tuesday Tunes is the amazing re-
sponse of the Southwest Virginia music 
community and fans to the unprec-
edented hunger crisis precipitated by 
COVID-19, which resulted in plant 
closings, work force reductions, lim-
ited job opportunities and constraints 
to job re-training opportunities,” Bob 
Schmucker, 3rd Street Coff eehouse 

spokesperson, said. 
“It takes a community to feed a 

community, said Pamela Irvine, CEO 
and President of Feeding Southwest 
Virginia. Th e Food Bank is so thank-
ful for the support from 3rd Street 
Coff eehouse and all of their amazing 
artists - and we are so excited to help 
them celebrate their success in helping 
us provide over 100,000 meals to our 
neighbors through the Tuesday Tunes 
virtual concert series.”

-Submitted by Lisa Uhl, 
Marketing and 

Communications Coordinator

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
On the first Tuesday of the month, 3rd Street Coffeehouse hosted a virtual session of the “Tuesday Tunes benefitting Southwest Virginia.” Since May, the event helped 
raise over $21,000.

Dozens of attendees packed the venue to see the 
musicians perform. 
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Bahai.Salem.VA@gmail.com 540-387-2106

“By the division and separation of humankind 
into groups and branches, prejudice is 
engendered.” - Baha’i Faith

APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
The City of Salem 

has been monitoring 
the potential spread 
of COVID-19, and 
like you, we have been 
processing a great deal 
of information. The 
safety of citizens, school 
children and visitors 
is always the number 
one priority from the 
Salem Civic Center to 
City Hall. Emergency 
Management team 
members are in constant 
contact with the Virginia 
Department of Health, 
the Roanoke-Alleghany 
Health Department and 
area health professionals 
at our local hospitals. 
During this time of 
uncertainty, people are 
encouraged to monitor 
the website (salemva.
gov) for official city 
details on closings or 
cancellations. This site 
will be updated daily 
whenever there is new 
information.

 
FIRST AND

THIRD TUESDAYS

Salem Host Lions Club, 
6:30 p.m., dinner and 
a program, Salem Civic 
Center.

 
SECOND MONDAY

Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7:00 

p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Contact 
540-897-5346 for more 
information.

 
EACH TUESDAY

•Salem Chess Players 
meet at the Salem Senior 
Center, 110 Union Street 
in Salem from 7-11 p.m. 
Open to anyone 16 years 
or older. Instructions are 
available.

•Salem Kiwanis Club 
meets 11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
for lunch, Salem Civic 
Center.

•Glenvar Rotary Club 
meets 12:15 - 1:15 p.m. 
for lunch in Richfield 
Retirement's Recovery and 
Care Center cafeteria, first 
floor. Guests welcome.

•Knights of Columbus 
hosts bingo for charity. 
Proceeds support local 
charities including RAM 
House, Madonna House, 
the Roanoke Rescue 
Mission, Saint Francis 
House, food pantries and 
various youth projects. 
Games are played from 
5:30 - 9:30 p.m. at Gator 
Hall, at 5301 Williamson 
Road, near Happy’s Flea 
Market.

•Infinity Acres Ranch 
Fundraiser from 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m. at Christ Episcopal 
Church at 321 E. Church 
Street in Blacksburg. Tickets 
are $8 while children eight 

and younger can eat for 
$4. For more information, 
contact 276-358-2378.

•All ages are welcome 
to TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) at 5:15 p.m. at 
the Salem Senior Center. 
For more information, 
contact Linda at 540-389-
4207.

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church at 
2011 Brandon Avenue in 
Roanoke. Contact 540-293-
4065 for more information.

•From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
a chair caning and basket 
weaving class will occur at 
the Salem Senior Center. 
While free, attendees are 
encouraged to bring their 
own lunch. For more 
information, contact 540-
375-3054.

THIRD TUESDAY 

The monthly meeting 
for National Association of 
Women in Construction 
(NAWIC) Roanoke Valley 
Chapter #226 locations and 
times will now vary. Learn 
more details by emailing 
us at nawicroa226@gmail.
com.

 
THIRD 

WEDNESDAY

Alzheimer’s /Dementia 
Caregiver Support Group at 
2 p.m. at Salem Terrace at 

Harrogate.
 
FIRST THURSDAY

Roanoke County 
Woman’s Club meets at 
10:30 a.m. in the conference 
room at College Lutheran 
Church in Salem. New 
members are welcome.

 
EACH THURSDAY

•The Salem Senior 
Center’s Social Club, 
known as the 49ers Plus 
Club, originally started the 
senior program in Salem 
over 40 years ago. They 
have different speakers and/
or activities practically every 
week. New members are 
always welcome to show up 
at the Salem Senior Center 
at 11 a.m. Contact 540-375-
3054 for more information.

•The Salem Rotary Club 
meets from 12 to 1 p.m. 
for lunch in Salem Civic 
Center. Guests welcome. 

EACH SATURDAY

•Salem Farmers Market 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon, 
weather permitting. Select 
vendors will have country 
sausage, cage-free eggs, 
grass-fed beef, cage-pasture-
raised chicken, homemade 
rolls, pieces of artisan bread, 
muffins, seasonal greens and 
more.

•Overeaters Anonymous 

(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church at 
2011 Brandon Avenue in 
Roanoke.

SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 21

•The Virginia Vintage 
Comics and Collectibles 
Show will be returning 
to the Salem Civic 
Center for its 24th 
year. The show is the 
longest running comics 
and collectibles show in 
Virginia and is one of the 
few vintage comics shows 
in the nation. Because 
of its unique focus, the 
show has drawn vendors 
and collectors from 15 
states, as far as New York, 
Florida and Minnesota. 
Comic books, which were 
a staple in the mid-20th 
Century, have enjoyed 
a resurgence in recent 
years. One reason is the 
proliferation of television 
shows and blockbuster 
movies based on comic 
books. Another reason 
for renewed interest is 
that demand for certain 
issues has caused values 
to skyrocket. Some comic 
books that originally 
sold for ten cents can 
be worth hundreds of 
thousand dollars, with 
a few topping the one-
million-dollar mark if in 
pristine condition. "Not 

all old comics are worth 
big bucks," said show 
promoter Roger Mannon. 
"The most valuable issues 
are typically superhero 
comics, while some 
genres, like cartoons, 
Westerns and romance 
can be found for just a 
few dollars." The Salem 
Civic Center is located 
at 1000 Roanoke Blvd., 
with easy access from 
Interstate 81, Exit 114. 
Show hours are 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. For additional 
information, call 540-
320-7056.

•Acclaimed Bluegrass 
star  Junior Sisk  will 
headline Salem’s Pickin’ in 
the Park” Bluegrass show on 
Saturday at the Longwood 
Park Amphitheater at 
5:30 pm. The event 
also will feature local 
bluegrass groups  Wound 
Tight  and  Gate 10  and 
admission is absolutely free.

Sisk was raised in 
Virginia’s Blue Ridge 
region and has risen to 
the top of the bluegrass 
music industry by sticking 
to his genre’s roots and 
never getting above his 
raisin’. Currently,  Sisk is 
nominated for top male 
vocalist, best album and 
song of the year in the 2021 
International Bluegrass 
Music Association awards, 
that will be announced in 
September.
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Sixty-four tourism initiatives receive funding 
to expedite recovery and economic growth
More than $860,000 in matching grants awarded through Recovery Marketing Leverage Program

Governor Ralph 
Northam recently an-
nounced $861,080 in 
matching grants were 
awarded to 64 local tour-
ism initiatives as part of 
the Virginia Tourism Cor-
poration’s (VTC) Recov-
ery Marketing Leverage 
Program. VTC revised 
its traditional Marketing 
Leverage Program to cre-
ate this recovery program 
in an eff ort to support 
tourism initiatives as they 
respond to, and recover 
from, the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Th e Recovery Marketing 
Leverage Program grant 
application was open to 
all Virginia tourism indus-
try partners. Th e awarded 
funds help local and re-
gional tourism programs 
leverage limited marketing 
budgets through in-kind 
matches of state grants, 
totaling more than $2.2 
million. Th is program will 
impact over 380 tourism 
entities across the Com-
monwealth.

“Th e tourism and hos-
pitality industries have 
been among the hardest 
hit by the pandemic,” said 
Governor Northam. “Th e 
Commonwealth is step-
ping in to address the im-
pacts of decreased revenue 
and job loss, along with 
the temporary closure 
of tourism-related busi-
nesses. Th ese funds are the 
latest step in Virginia’s ef-
forts to revive our tourism 
economy, spur new eco-
nomic activity, and inject 
critical funds back into 
our communities.”

Visitors to Virginia 

spent $27 billion in 2019 
- a 3.4 percent increase 
from 2018 - supporting 
237,000 work opportuni-
ties and contributing $1.8 
billion in state and local 
taxes. In 2020, however, 
there was a major decline 
in tourism revenues. 2021 
forecasts project similar 
revenue declines. Funding 
opportunities, like the Re-
covery Marketing Lever-
age Program, are crucial 
to helping industries in 
need recover from the im-
pacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We want to equip Vir-
ginia destinations with the 
tools they need to support 

and promote the diverse 
communities that travel-
ers love to visit,” said Sec-
retary of Commerce and 
Trade Brian Ball. “Many 
people are eager to go on 
vacations again, and these 
grants will help towns 
and cities across our 
Commonwealth position 
themselves for success as 
visitors get back on the 
road.”

Th e Virginia Tourism 
Corporation off ered these 
grants as a way to stimu-
late re-entry into the mar-
ketplace. It will lead to in-
creased economic activity 
and promote travel across 
the Commonwealth. Th e 

Recovery Marketing Le-
verage Program is de-
signed to increase visitor 
spending through new 
tourism marketing part-
nerships and by expand-

ing the  “Virginia is for 
Lovers”  brand.  Past and 
present awardees include 
destination marketing 
organizations, museums, 
cultural events, founda-

tions, and private sector 
businesses.

-Submitted by 
Alena Yarmosky, 

Office of the Governor

POLICE REPORT
Th e Salem Police Department 

reported the following people 
were arrested and charged Au-
gust 3-9. Arrest indicates an ac-
cusation, and defendants are 
presumed innocent unless found 
guilty in court. Police do not re-

lease the names of persons under 
the age of 18.

Th ose arrested and their 
charges were listed as:

August 3 – Timothy R. Neil, 
44, attempt to defeat drug and 
alcohol screening; and Dwaine 

C. Hinton Sr., 62, shoplifting. 
August 4 – Kimberly A. Parks, 

34, domestic assault and battery 
August 5 – Paul A. Stricklin 

Jr., 30, vehicle theft; Joshua S. 
Macey, 34, violation of protec-
tive order; Jacklyn R. Manspile, 

33, obstructing justice; Jermaine 
A. English, 45, failure to appear; 
and Michael D. Mathena, 58, 
violation of probation. 

August 7 – Steven D. Knis-
ley, 26, public intoxication; and 
Kelly M. Eichenberg, 22, shop-

lifting. 
August 8 – Chasity L. Hosea, 

29, shoplifting; and Quincy J. 
Hill, 33, threatening-brandish-
ing. 

August 9 – Jarrod L. Monk, 
36, violation of probation 

Roanoke County recognized for model programs
Th e Virginia Association of 

Counties (VACo) has awarded 
Roanoke County two Achieve-
ment Awards, which recognize 
excellence in local government 
programs. Of the 100 submis-
sions received from across the 
state, only 30 were selected. 
Winning entries focused on 

addressing inclusion, belong-
ing and reconciliation.

Roanoke County earned an 
award for the role of its Pub-
lic Libraries in civic engage-
ment and providing continual 
services to citizens amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Th e 
staff  transitioned to new ser-

vice delivery models, such as 
increasing electronic resources 
and virtual programs, institut-
ing curbside services, utiliz-
ing 3D printers to make face 
shields for fi rst responders, and 
adapting their drive-through 
windows for use by the Trea-
surer’s offi  ce

Roanoke County also earned 
an Achievement Award for the 
successful revitalization proj-
ect, in conjunction with the 
Town of Vinton, of preserving 
and redeveloping underutilized 
historic properties, creating 
new jobs, and revitalizing the 
Town’s central business district. 

Th e revitalization project con-
sists of fi ve redeveloped proper-
ties with a total investment of 
$21.7 million in taxable new 
investment and the creation of 
nearly 130 jobs. 

-Submitted by Amy Whittaker, 
Public Information Officer
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OPINION

Give Light ~Poems and Trains~

CLUES ACROSS
1. Midway between east and 
southeast
 4. Sun up in New York
 7. Japanese honorifi c
 8. Czech name for Prague
10. Ochocinco’s fi rst name
12. Steep cliffs (Hawaiian)
13. Scots word for “home”
14. Upper class young woman 
(abbr.)
16. Monetary unit of Albania
17. Raise
19. Drain of resources
20. Uncultured, clumsy persons
21. Hikers use them
25. Retrospective analysis 
(military)
26. Tibetan form of chanting
27. Infl uential European 
statesman

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

29. Soluble ribonucleic 
acid
30. Monetary unit of 
Romania
31. Round green vegetable
32. Well acquainted with
39. Ribosomal ribonucleic 
acid
41. Basics
42. “The Godfather” 
actress Keaton
43. Snakelike fi sh
44. Tall deciduous tree
45. Russian river
46. Long Balkans river
48. Ancient Greek coin
49. Senegal’s capital
50. Unwell
51. Snout
52. Low bank or reef of 
coral

CLUES DOWN
 1. Abstain from
 2. Vast desert in North 
Africa
 3. Cover the crown of 
a tooth
 4. A major division of 
geological time
 5. Urban center
 6. Crook
 8. Parts per billion (abbr.)
 9. Questions
11. A pack of 52 playing 
cards
14. Recording of sound
15. Pithy saying
18. Atomic #22
19. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
20. Plant with ridged 
seedpods

22. Innate
23. Investigative body for 
Congress (abbr.)
24. Soda receptacle
27. Spanish stew: __ podrida
28. Viet Cong offensive
29. Large body of water
31. Beginning military rank
32. Dissimilar
33. Counteroffensive system 
(abbr.)
34. Shows who you are
35. Chinese dynasty
36. Type of verse
37. African nation
38. Quite
39. Former Bucks star 
Michael
40. Showed again
44. Body part
47. Steal

[This is a memory from 
the  many decades the author 
has been privileged to write for 
daily and weekly newspapers 
circulating in Western Virgin-
ia.]

People who live on the 
backside of Brushy Moun-
tain, off Wildwood Road that 
bounds Salem on the north, 
are familiar with the animals, 
birds and vegetation that were 
there long before suburban 
residents.

For instance, my colleague 
and veteran weekly newspaper 
writer and editor Meg Hib-
bert, was recently visited by a 
bear. Deer of all ages are no 
novelty either as well as a vari-
ety of smaller things.

Another well-known resi-
dent is the Rev. Richard F. 
Bansemer, a retired bishop 
of the Virginia Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America (ELCA). He and 
his musician wife, the former 
Mary Ann Troutman, have 
owned a wooded tract high 
on the mountainside for more 
than 30 years. Recently, he 

was visited by three bears. 
Bansemer served as pas-

tor of several congregations 
in Colorado and Western 
Virginia before being elected 
bishop in 1987. He held the 
administrative office for 12 
years, but took an early re-
tirement to do the things he 
has always enjoyed, namely 
woodworking and writing de-
votional prayers.

His latest volume is “Mead-
ow and Woodlands Prayer Po-
ems” which, like several other 
creative works, are inspired by 
his frequent walks through his 
land on the mountain side.

I learned of Bansemer’s lat-
est creation from the Virginia 
Synod’s newsletter in an ar-
ticle by veteran Lutheran his-
torian and news writer George 
Kegley. The news took me 
back to seven years ago when 
I spent two absorbing summer 
hours with the Bansemers at 
the mountain retreat. The in-
terview is one of the many un-
forgettable encounters of my 
own long news writing career.

The retired bishop also 
worked with Aaron Garber 

who directs music at First 
United Methodist Church in 
Salem. Bansemer provided the 
libretto for three scripturally-
based oratorios which were 
presented in Roanoke earlier 
in this century. They were 
based on stories of the Old 
Testament character Job as 
well as Mary the mother of Je-
sus and the Savior.

_____________________

From my small home in 
East Salem, I can see about a 
mile away - as the crow flies 
- the railroad that crosses 
Virginia from the sea into 
our mountains. I am glad it 
is there, for distant railroads 
have long been part of my 
past. In my childhood, they 
were the major means of long-
distance travel for my mother 

and me, for in our Piedmont 
Virginia small town we had 
no car.

My widowed mother had 
never learned to drive one and 
sometimes said she couldn’t 
afford wheels. Close-by 
neighbors occasionally gave us 
a ride, but mostly we walked 
to school, church, the two 
grocery stores and to friends 
in the residential neighbor-
hoods.

In Orange, as in many 
towns, the Southern train 
tracks bisect Main Street, so 
traffic was often held up by 
a slow-moving freight on its 
way north to Washington or 
to Richmond and other cities 
to the south.

From our house in my early 
childhood, one could see the 
tracks of the Virginia Central 
Railway which ran to Freder-
icksburg to the east. The en-
gine with two cars for passen-
gers and freight came up from 
Fredericksburg at 10 a.m. and 
returned at 2, and we could 
tell time by its little horn. 

The Virginia Central had 
played a part in the Civil War 

fighting of the 1863-64 bat-
tles but had long ceased use-
fulness. The Great Depression 
finished its life.

My Salem railroads used 
to haul coal to be exported 
through the port of Norfolk, 
but now I can distantly see 
mostly general freight cars. 
The tracks of what used to be 
the Virginian and the Norfolk 
& Western follow the Roa-
noke River dividing our small 
city as the consolidated Nor-
folk Southern still does.

I love to hear the horn as 
a train approaches one of the 
several grade crossings. That 
happens, I suppose, when the 
locomotive engineer does not 
know that years ago,  objec-
tions to the sound caused an 
ordinance to be passed in Sa-
lem, as in many communities, 
to silence horns where many 
live. In fact, a recent news 
report revealed that in the 
suburban county of Amherst 
north of Lynchburg citizens 
were complaining that trains 
were too loud.

It’s all a matter of taste, I 
guess.

Frances 
Stebbins
Correspondent

Enroll your child in Head Start, our free 
childcare program at TAP.   Th is program 
serves children ages six weeks to four years 
old for full-and part-time childcare. We en-
roll children year-round for our Head Start 

and Early Head Start childcare program. To 
fi nd out more information, contact 540-
767-6094 or email  tapheadstart@tapinto-
hope.org. You can also visit https://tapinto-
hope.org/event/head-start-open-enrollment.

TAP Head Start enrollment

SERVPRO welcomes new team members
SERVPRO of Roanoke 

recently recognized team 
members Juan Samuel and 
Julie Vest for their growing 
knowledge of Fire Restora-

SUBMITTED PHOTOSJuan Samuel Julie Vest

tion after completing the 
Fire and Smoke Restora-
tion Technician (FSRT) 
certifi cation by IICRC. 

Th is educated them in 
job scoping, mitigation, 
cleaning, deodorization, 
subrogation, spoliation 

and documentation of res-
idential and commercial 
fi re and smoke damaged 
structures and contents. 

Public health order requires universal masking in K-12 schools
Recently, Governor 

Ralph Northam an-
nounced a Public Health 
Emergency Order requir-
ing universal masking in 
all indoor settings in Vir-
ginia’s K-12 schools. Th is 
order reinforces current 
state law, which requires 
Virginia schools adhere 

to mitigation strategies 
outlined by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). As 
of July 28, CDC guide-
lines include universal 
masking for all students, 
teachers, and staff .  SB 
1303  was passed by an 
overwhelming bipartisan 

majority of the General 
Assembly earlier this year.

“We all share the 
same goal of keeping 
our schools open and 
keeping our students 
safe,”  said Governor 
Northam.  “Th at’s why 
the General Assembly 
passed this law with 
overwhelming biparti-
san support. Th is Public 
Health Order makes it 
very clear that masks are 
required in all indoor 
K-12 settings,  and Vir-
ginia expects all schools 
to comply. I’m grateful to 
the work of the General 
Assembly and the Health 
Department, and I look 
forward to a safe start to 
the school year.”

Seventy three percent 
of all adults in Virginia 
have received at least one 
dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine. As of August 10, 
40.3 percent of 12-15 
year-olds in Virginia and 
51.7 percent of 16-17 
year olds in Virginia are 
fully vaccinated against 

COVID-19. Children 
under 12 are not yet eli-
gible to receive any avail-
able vaccination, which is 
one reason CDC updated 
its guidance to recom-
mend universal mask-
ing in all K-12 schools. 
Masks are a proven tool 
to reduce in-school trans-
mission, even in commu-
nities with high levels of 
spread. 

“We know that mask-
ing is an effective tool 
to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, particularly 
among children who are 
not yet eligible for vac-
cination,”  said Virginia 
Health Commissioner 
Dr. Norm Oliver.  “As 
cases rise in our commu-
nities, universal mask-
ing and other mitigation 
measures will ensure our 
schools continue to be 
the safest place for Vir-
ginia’s children.”

“The vast majority of 
school districts have cho-
sen to follow the CDC 
and keep their school 

communities safe,”  said 
State Superintendent Dr. 
James Lane.  “Universal 
masking has worked in 
school settings across 
Virginia for the past 
year and a half, and it 
remains a critical part 
of our safety protocols. 
I’m grateful to Governor 
Northam and Dr. Oli-
ver for this order, which 
will ensure uniformity 
across all school districts 
and keep students safely 
in their classrooms - no 
matter where they live in 
Virginia.”

In addition to this 
Public Health Order, 
Governor Northam has 
dedicated significant re-
sources to improve the 
safety of K-12 schools. 
Earlier this week, 
Governor Northam 
signed House Bill 7001, 
which provides a total 
of $500 million to im-
prove ventilation and 
air quality in public 
schools. Ventilation sys-
tems clean and disperse 

air, decreasing the risk of 
various airborne illnesses 
including COVID-19.

In 2020, Governor 
Northam directed $492 
million in federal Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act funding 
to public schools and 
PreK-12 state-level edu-
cation initiatives. This 
year, Virginia received 
approximately $939 mil-
lion in ESSER II funds 
under the Coronavirus 
Response and Relief 
Supplemental Appropri-
ations (CRRSA) Act of 
2021. Additionally, the 
American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) Act Elementary 
and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ES-
SER) III funds directly 
allocate $1.9 billion to 
school divisions, with an 
additional state set aside 
of $211 million.

-Submitted by 
Alena Yarmosky, 

Office of the Governor
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NEW LOCATION 
25 East Main Street

tings,  and Virginia expects all 
schools to comply.” 

Th e delta variant has caused 
pediatric cases of the corona-
virus to increase. Most COV-
ID-19 cases impacting children 
are a byproduct of the delta 
variant. Instantaneous protec-
tion is provided by wearing a 

mask. While they do not com-
pletely prevent infection, face 
masks do protect against seri-
ous illness or death.

Samira Ragland’s under-
standing of the delta variant, as 
she’s done more and more re-
search, has grown signifi cantly 
in recent weeks. At the start of 

the month, she had an honest 
conversation with her three 
children, all of whom are in 
elementary school. “I take my 
cues from the CDC and other 
health professionals. I under-
stand that some people have 
skepticism, but at this point, 
with the evidence being so 

overwhelming, it’s hard to fath-
om how someone could argue 
against the facts,” she said. 

Any child under the age of 
12 is still not eligible for a CO-
VID-19 vaccine. Regardless of 
vaccination status, the CDC 
recommends that everyone 
in school wear masks. For the 

most up-to-date information 
about Salem schools, visit www.
salem.k12.va.us.

“Right now, everybody needs 
to wear a mask in school. We’re 
going to do our best to keep 
kids safe, and hopefully things 
will get better. Masking is criti-
cal,” Hicks said. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
East Salem Elementary teacher Venicia Thompson is excited to work with a new 
patch of students this year.

Face masks from page 1

Students at Andrew Lewis Middle School wearing a face mask last year. 
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ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH -  
located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, 
Va. Traditional Liturgical Lenten  Servic-
es, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-
1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for midweek 
masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (INDEPENDENT) 
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH-7th 
and Florida Streets, Salem VA. Pastor: 
Roger D. Counts, 540- 389-3818. Sunday 
School 10:00 a.m., Morning Worship 11:00 
a.m., Sunday Evening Service 6:30 p.m., 
Wednesday Night Prayer Service, 6:30 
p.m. 
LAKESIDE BAPTIST CHURCH - 447 
Dalewood  Avenue, Salem, 986-0062, Pas-
tor Carl Goodman. Coffee Bar 9:00 a.m., 
Sunday  School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m.,  Children & Student Min-
istry 5:30-7:30 p.m.; Thursday  7:00 pm 
Young Single Adults, Wednesday Morn-
ing  Prayer Service 10:00, Lifegroups 
meeting throughout the week. www.lb-
cva.com. 
SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH, 
2721 12 O’Clock Knob Rd., Salem, Pas-
tor: Tim York; Sunday school, 9:45AM, 
Sunday morning worship, 11:00AM, Sun-
day evening, 6:00PM, Wednesday evening, 
7:00PM.
 TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH - 4339 
Daugherty Road, Salem, Greg Irby, Pastor, 
Church: 380-3567; Home: 389-7240, Sun-
day School 10:00 AM, Worship Services 
11:00AM & 6:00PM, Mid-week Prayer 
Meeting Wednesday 7:00PM, www.tem-
plebaptch. com. 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
BETHEL BAPTIST-1601 S. Colorado 
St., Salem, Pastor Hilton Jeffreys, 389-
2376, Sunday: - 9:30 Sunday School; 
10:30am Morning Worship; 6:00  Evening 
Worship; Wednesday 6:15 Preschool & 
Children Awana and Youth and Adult Bi-
ble Study. www.bethelbaptistva.com 
MOUNTAIN PASS BAPTIST CHURCH 
- 311 Catawba Valley Dr., (Ro. Co.) Salem, 
VA 24153. Rev. Jack Richards, Jr., Pastor, 
Study 384-6720, Home  427-1508. Sun-
days: Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Morning  
Worship 11:00 a.m., Evening 6:00 p.m. 
Wed: 7:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting and Bible 
Study. 
RIDGEWOOD BAPTIST-703 Hemlock 
Road N.W. Roanoke, 342-6492. Roy E. 
Kanode, Pastor. Sunday School 9:45 a.m., 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Awanas 5:15 
p.m., Adult Bible Study and Youth Fel-
lowship 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Prayer Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.; Fellowship Meal 5:45 p.m.; 
Praiz Kidz 6:00 p.m.; Family Night Activi-
ties 6:30 p.m. website: www.ridgewood-
baptist.com. 
SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH- 103 
North Broad  Street, Salem, Pastor, Dr. 
Heath Rickmond, 387-0416. Sunday  
School 9:15-10:15a.m.; Sunday Worship 
10:30- 11:45a.m. & 5:00p.m. Wednesday 
Services 6:15 p.m. www.salembc.net 
FELLOWSHIP COMMUNITY 
CHURCH - Kevin Wilson, Pastor, 387-
3200. Salem Campus: 1226 Red Lane Ex-
tension, Salem, Worship Times:  9:15AM 
& 11:00AM. North Campus: 7210 Wil-
liamson Road, Roanoke, Worship Times: 
9:15AM & 11:00AM. Southwest Campus: 
3585 Buck Mountain  Road, Roanoke, 
Worship Times: 9:15AM & 11:00AM.  
www.fcclife.org. 

BRETHREN
GREEN HILL CHURCH OF THE 
BRETHREN, 2699 Harborwood Rd (Ro.
Co.) Salem, (540)389-5109, Email: green-
hillcob@verizon.net,  nd us on Facebook. 
Continuing the work of Jesus, Peacefully, 
Simply, Together. God’s Work .... Our 
Hands

Salem

To list your church, contact Randy 
Thompson at 540-230-1129 or  email 

advertise@ourvalley.org

WORSHIP  WORSHIP  
DIRECTORYDIRECTORYMamma Maria’s

ITALIAN  RESTAURANT

Specializing in Catering and Parties

389-2848 • 2025 West Main St., Salem / Exit 137 off I-81

CHURCHES OF CHRIST/CHRISTIAN 
CHURCHES  

SALEM CHURCH OF CHRIST - 401 
West Main  Street. 540-389-2400. Minis-
ter Eric Evans; Family Life Minister  Tay-
lor Plott; 9:00-9:45am Sunday Bible Study; 
10:00am & 5:30pm  Worship Service; 
Wednesday Bible Study: 6:00 -7:00pm. For 
more info contact the Church Of  ce. 
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST - 
1705 Starview  Drive, Salem. Minister Neil 
Richey,  389-9139, Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 
AM, Morning  Worship: 10:30 AM, Evening 
Worship: 6:00 PM,  Wednesday Bible Study, 
7:000 PM. 

CHURCH OF GOD/ANDERSON  
COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH- 
955 Bird Lane, Salem, Va 24153, 389-
5639. Pastor: Scott Hudson. Sunday School 
10:00AM, Worship 11:00AM; Bible Study 
6:00PM. 

CHURCH OF GOD/CLEVELAND  
SALEM CHURCH OF GOD - 600 Craig 
Avenue,  Todd Stif  er, Pastor, 387-2068, 
Sunday School 9:30 am: Worship and Kids 
Church 10:30 am, Wednesday  Bible Study 
and Classes at 7:00 pm. www.salemcog. 
church 

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
  FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 712 
Front Ave. Salem, Pastor Dan Netting (540) 
389-6831.www.  rstchristiansalemva.com. 
Adult and Children Sunday School - 9:45 
am, Worship - 10:45 am. Nursery Provided 
for both. Everyone welcome
FORT LEWIS CHRISTIAN CHURCH - 
2931  West Main Street, Salem, Interim Pas-
tor, Rev. Dr. John Dunstan,  380-4636. Web-
site: www.  ccsalem. org. Sunday worship 
inside sanctuary and on zoom, 10:30 AM, 
mask wearing and social distance. 

ECKANKAR
ECKANKAR, THE PATH OF SPIRITU-
AL FREEDOM, is located at 1420 3rd St. 
SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  However, due to 
COVID-19, the Light & Sound Services and 
other ECK programs are currently available 
online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-va.
org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or 
call 540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We 
will return your call.  Also visit www.eck-
ankar.org for more information about how 
the teachings of Eckankar lead you to spir-
itual freedom.

EPISCOPAL 
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH - 42 
East Main Street, Salem, 389-9307. The Rev. 
Dr. David Compton. Sundays at 10:00 am 
Holy Communion in church and livestream 
on Facebook.  Wednesday Morning Prayer 
livestreamed at 11:30 am.     facebook.com/
st.pauls.salemva/

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
 COLLEGE EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH - 210 S. College Avenue, 
Salem VA 24153. Please visit our website 
www.collegelutheran.org for information on 
services. 

FOURSQUARE
theBRIDGE SALEM CHURCH - 4335 
West Main Street, Salem. 540-404-1414 | 
bridge.salem@icloud.com • www.salemva.
church Saturday service, 6pm (Nursery & 

Kids Church available). Mail: PO Box 1954, 
Salem. Twitter/ Instagram: @thebridgesa-
lem Joey Lyons, Senior Pastor | joey@sa-
lemva.church | 540-831-9864

INDEPENDENT
RESTORATION CHURCH - a Communi-
ty on Mission Following Jesus into the World 
- 10:10am Sundays at the Salem YMCA - 
1126 Kime Lane, Salem - 540-384-1601 - 
www.restorationsalem.org. Watch Live at: 
YouTube: Restoration Church-Salem, VA.  
Facebook: RestorationChurchSalem
NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION, 

U.S.A., INC.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH-226 South 
Broad Street, Salem. Rev. Melton Johnson, 
389-9648. Sunday School 9:30 AM, Sun-
day Morning Worship Service 11:00 AM, 
Wednesday Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
7:00 PM. 
SHILOH BAPTIST- 201 South Mar-
ket Street, Salem,  Rev. Adrian E. Dowell, 
H) (389-0409). (Sundays) 9:45 a.m. Sun-
day School, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service, 
(Wednesday) Prayer Meeting & Bible Study 
for Youths & Adults, 7:30 p.m. (Saturday) 
8:00 a.m. - Intercessory Prayer Service, 
Women’s Bible Study Fellowship 9:30am 
Fridays, Men’s Bible Study 7am Saturdays.

PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS 
CHRISTIAN LIFE INT’L - 1 CLI Way, Sa-
lem,  Ryan Linkous, Pastor, 343-3801, Sun-
day Worship  Service 10:15 AM, (Children’s 
Church and Nursery) Wed, MidWeek Service 
(Adult, Awaken Youth, Mpact Girls & Royal 
Rangers) 7 PM. Nursery Provided. Email: of-
 ce@clichurch.org. Find us on facebook. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 
SALEM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH- 
41 East Main Street, Salem, VA . 389-3881. 
Associate Pastor Rev. Janet Chisom, Interim 
Pastor: Rev. Tupper Garden. Until further 
notice: Sunday School 9:30 a.m., each Sun-
day remains online only. Please contact the 
church for online details for Sunday School. 
In-Person worship has resumed at 11:00 AM 
on Sundays or worship with us online live at 
www.salempres.org, or Facebook, or You-
Tube. In-person worship requires following 
CDC guidelines for mask wearing and so-
cial distancing. Ushers are available to assist 
with seating.

 ROMAN CATHOLIC
 OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP -314 
Turner  Road, Salem. 387-0491, Rev. Danny 
Cogut, Saturday  Mass - 5:00 p.m., Sunday 
Mass 10:30am, Daily Mass: Mon 12noon,  
Wed 6:30pm, Thur 12noon & Fri 12noon; 
Mass on Sunday at 1:00 pm in Spanish; 
Confessions Wednesday 5:30-6, Saturday  
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. and by appointment. 

UNITED METHODIST 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
- 125  W. Main St, Salem, VA. 540-389-5459. 
Pastor Alan  Combs, Traditional  Worship - 
8:45am, Sunday School - 9:45am,  Genesis 
Contemporary Worship 10am; Traditional 
Worship - 11:00am. www.fumcsalemva. org. 
LOCUST GROVE UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH- 3415 Locust Grove Lane, 
Salem, 380-4303, Pastor Logan Hollenbeck. 
Drive-In service each Sunday Traditional 
Worship 9:30 a.m.

Read Jeremiah 44:1 through 
46:28

Baruch was Jeremiah’s faithful 
assistant. When Jeremiah was 
persecuted, Baruch was perse-
cuted alongside him. He record-
ed Jeremiah’s prophetic words 
and often read them to the 
people in spite of great danger.

Not only did Baruch share Jer-
emiah’s persecution, but he 
also shared the prophet’s inner 
turmoil at the judgments God 
announced. Jeremiah is the 
“weeping prophet,” so Baruch 
could be called be the “weep-
ing assistant.”

“You said, ‘Woe to me! The Lord 
has added sorrow to my pain; I 
am worn out with groaning and 
fi nd no rest’” (Jeremiah 45:3).

Sometimes it feels like God 

adds sorrow to pain. But just 
as God gave Baruch a word of 
comfort, we can be sure that 
God’s heart is to comfort us 
when we fi nd ourselves in sor-
row and pain.

In verse 5, God promised Baruch 
that He would personally pro-
tect him. Even though trouble 
seemed to follow him through 
life, the presence of the Lord 
would protect him wherever he 
went. This same promise of pro-
tection is also for us in our times 
of grief.

Thought for Today: God will 
comfort us.

Quicklook: Jeremiah 45:1–5

DIRECTORY
Baruch’s Message

WORSHIP
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WORSHIP 
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Send community news and photos 
to shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Be sure to ‘Like’ 
the Salem-Times 

Register on Facebook.

Dave Vanderpool, Manager

OBITUARIES
Green Jr., 

Woodford “Mac” McKee
Woodford McKee 

(Mac) Green, Jr., passed 
away on Friday, July 9, 
at his home in Salem 
due to complications 
from a long, happy and 
adventurous life. He was 
95 years old and had 
been in declining health 
for several months. He 
leaves behind his wife 
of 31 years, Anne Marie 
Green, his children, Mi-
chael Green of Eugene, 
Oregon, Mark Green of Eugene, Or-
egon, Michele Green and her husband 
Robert Walker of Salem, Emily Green 
of Roanoke and Adrian Green and his 
fiancée Kelsey Johnson of Salem, and 
two grandchildren, Michael Green, 
Jr. of Buffalo, New York and Angus 
Green of Eugene, Oregon.

He was born in Connersville, Indi-
ana, on October 31, 1925, to Wood-
ford McKee Green and Ruth Ma-
ria Cloud Green. He had a younger 
sister, Beverly Ann, and a younger 
brother, John Carroll, both of whom 
predeceased him. The family came to 
Roanoke when his father obtained 
employment as a structural steel 
engineer. Due to the effects of the 
Great Depression, the family lived at 
many addresses in the Roanoke Val-
ley, Blacksburg, and Newport News 
before settling on Market Street in 
Salem in 1938. Mac graduated from 
Andrew Lewis High School in 1942 at 
the age of 16. He attended Roanoke 
College and V12 Officer Candidate 
School at Hampden Sydney before 
deliberately flunking out so he could 
go off to war as a Quartermaster 3rd 
Class in the United States Navy. He 
was stationed in the Pacific on three 
different troop carriers, including two 
LSTs, and was honorably discharged 
in 1946.

Upon returning to Salem, he en-
tered the retail business, working at 
Brown Hardware and Norris’s Men’s 
Store. He joined the newly opened 
H.R. Johnson Hardware, and worked 
there for 53 years, becoming an owner 
and partner in 1960 and retiring in 
1999. He was also active in the com-

munity, acting as civil 
defense coordinator for 
the Town of Salem in the 
1950s, as a charter mem-
ber of the Salem Jaycees, 
a member of the Salem 
Lions Club, and serving 
65 years in American 
Legion Salem Post 19, 
including 63 years as an 
officer. He donated 128 
pints (16 gallons) of his 
rare AB- blood, seeking 
out every bloodmobile 

location in Salem. Mac participated 
in the Centennial Celebrations for 
both Roanoke County (1938) and the 
Town of Salem (1952). He influenced 
many children in Salem, serving as an 
assistant scoutmaster with Boy Scout 
Troops 54 and 51, and teaching Sun-
day School at First United Method-
ist Church. He was named Father of 
the Year for Family Life by the Credit 
Marketing and Management Associa-
tion of Southwest Virginia in 1992.

He served 20 years, from 1974-
1994, as Vice Mayor of the City of 
Salem, running unopposed in two 
of the five elections. He chaired the 
Council Audit Committee and served 
on the Virginia Municipal League’s 
Transportation Committee. It was 
through his position on Council that, 
in 1986, he met his wife, Anne Marie. 
They married in 1990, and together 
they started a family and renovation 
of “the pink house.” They traveled to 
the Caribbean, the Panama Canal, 
Canada, Peru and throughout the 
United States.

Mac will be greatly missed, but he 
is in a far better place. He was most 
proud of his service during World 
War II, his children, whom he loved 
dearly, and his time on the Salem City 
Council. A graveside service will take 
place at Sherwood Cemetery on Fri-
day, August 20, at 11:00 am, followed 
by a reception. Mac requested that 
there be no flowers and that this be 
a simple occasion, celebrating the joy 
that he saw in everyday life.

Online condolences can be made 
by visiting the funeral home’s website, 
www.johnmoakey.com.

Houston, John William
John William Hous-

ton was called home 
from labor to reward to 
be with the Lord and re-
ceived his crown on Au-
gust 13 around 7:00 am. 
He was born in Cleve-
land, NC, as the tenth 
of 12 children of the late 
Eugene Nathaniel and 
Ella Chambers Houston.

John, affectionately 
known as Johnny, was 
preceded in death by his 
parents; ten of his brothers and sis-
ters: Alexander, Harold, Theodore, 
Lethia, Joseph, Helen, Cleona, Faye, 
Alice, and Hilyoud; aunts and uncles 
and many other family members. 

Survivors include his loving and 
devoted wife of 70 years, Charlotte 
Elizabeth Fisher Houston; children, 
Gregory Scott Houston of Atlanta, 
GA, John Allen Houston (Charlotte) 
of San Diego, CA, Sharon Elizabeth 
Houston London (Tommy) of Sa-
lem, Rita Doreen Houston of Atlanta, 
and Vera Laverne Houston Glover, of 
Raleigh, NC; his grandchildren, Mi-
chelle Dawnielle London of Denver, 
CO, John Allen Clark Houston (Mi-
gnon) of Oceanside, CA, Justin Scott 
London of Wilmington, NC, Folana 
Loren Houston of Atlanta, Alexandria 
Courtney Houston of Atlanta, Olivia 
Elizabeth Glover, and Lauren Jouise 
Glover of Raleigh, NC; two great-
grandchildren, Nora Lee Anderson 
of Wilmington, NC and Atlas John 
Oliver Houston of Oceanside, CA; 

his 101 year-old sister, 
Dorothy Houston Tor-
rence of Newport News, 
VA, and a host of won-
derful and loving cous-
ins, nieces, nephews and 
friends. He was blessed 
with and grateful for his 
loving and faithful care-
givers: Alhajie Turay, 
Michelle Gilliam, Ash-
ley Cunningham, Angel 
VanDyke, and Shenika 
Cunningham who be-

came an integral part of the family.
A Celebration of Life Praise Service 

– 96 years, A Life Well Lived, will be 
held on Th ursday, August 19, from 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Hamlar-Curtis 
Funeral Home & Crematory in Roa-
noke. Th e Reverend Sean Burch, Of-
fi ciating Clergy, Reverend Patricia 
Smith - Worship Leader and area solo-
ists will minister in song. Due to the 
rise in COVID cases, in love, the fam-
ily requests all attendees be vaccinated 
and face masks required for the safety 
of everyone, especially our dear Moth-
er. On Th ursday, live streaming will be 
available  for unvaccinated friends and 
family and those who are not able to 
attend  from the Hamlar-Curtis web-
site. Click “View Live Streaming Here” 
at the top of the screen.

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to the Spirit of Unity 
Baptist Church,  193 Updike, Lane, 
Roanoke, VA 24019 or Trinity A.M.E. 
Church at  631 East Florida Street, 
Greensboro, NC 27406.

are incredibly grateful to live through the 
pandemic.” 

Th e Eichelmans have two children, fi ve 
grandchildren and just welcomed their fi rst 
great-grandchild. Carol Webster, their old-
est child, is a drama teacher and director at 
William Byrd High and Burton Center for 
Performing Arts. 

Both have the same advice for a lasting 
and successful marriage. “It sounds cliché, 
but remembering your commitment to 
each other, communicating respectfully, be-
ing willing to learn while keeping God fi rst 
are the ingredients to a fulfi lling marriage,” 
Fred said with his wife right by his side. “It’s 
really that simple.” 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
Three years ago, Fred and Carolyn Eichelman joined CommUNITY Church in Salem. 
Not long after having a lip sync challenge revealing how Christians can have fun, 
they were encouraged to wear Tuxedo Cat hats. 

Celebrate from page 1

SBA announces plan to open 
supplemental grants for shuttered 
venue operators grant applicants
- Encourages all potential SVOG applicants to apply -

Th e  U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion  recently announced a call to all eli-
gible  Shuttered Venue Operators Grant 
(SVOG) applicants seeking economic aid 
for live entertainment small businesses, 
nonprofi ts, and venues. New applications 
will be accepted until 11:59 p.m. PT on 
Friday, August 20. Th e SVOG program 
has so far  awarded $8.4 billion in grants 
to more than 10,800 businesses to assist 
in getting the nation’s cultural institutions, 
which are critical to the economy and were 
among the fi rst to shutter, back on track.

While the application portal will close 
to new applicants, the SBA will continue 
delivering economic aid to help venues re-
cover by providing critical relief through 
the supplemental awards program. Later 
this month the SBA will open the pro-
gram for supplemental SVOGs for 50 
percent of the original award amount, 
capped at a total of $10 million (initial 
and supplemental combined).  Details 
will be announced at a later date. Addi-
tionally, to ensure no eligible venue is left 
behind, the SBA is currently accepting, 
by invitation, applications for reconsid-
eration of award amounts and appeals. 

Th is rare opportunity gives applicants 
a chance to prove their eligibility and re-
verse a prior decision. SBA is committed 
to delivering relief to entertainment ven-
ues through these various options. Should 
the need arise,  the SBA may reopen the 
portal or make other adjustments to its 
plan to best meet the needs of small busi-
nesses.

“After making much-needed improve-
ments to this vital program, we’ve made 
swift progress getting more than $8 bil-
lion in funds into the hands of more than 
10,800 performing arts venues and other 

related businesses – two-thirds of which 
employ less than 10 employees. Th ese 
small businesses suff ered disproportionate 
impacts from the pandemic and were of-
ten left out of early rounds of relief,” SBA 
Administrator Isabella Casillas Guzman 
said.  “However, we also know so many 
small businesses continue to struggle. 
Th at’s why, as this program nears the fi n-
ish line, we’re providing additional fund-
ing options for our hardest-hit venues 
through our supplemental awards pro-
gram, which will provide another critical 
lifeline to ensure businesses can reopen 
and stay open.”

“Simply stated, the Shuttered Venues 
Operator Grant was our lifeline. Th e 
grant has allowed us to return to full op-
eration, including staffi  ng and program-
ming,” stated President and CEO of Th e 
Palace, a theater in Stamford, CT, Mi-
chael Moran. “In early 2020, we planned 
for closing just three or four weeks. As the 
pandemic continued to worsen, so did 
our fears of never reopening. Th e Palace 
closed for 15 months, with expenses con-
tinuing to accumulate against bleak rev-
enue prospects. Th e SVOG grant through 
the SBA saved us and can be credited with 
not only our recovery but that of Stam-
ford’s entire theater district.”

Moran continued, “Our theatrical 
community is so appreciative of the ex-
ceptional support of the SBA. Th e pro-
gram and funds ensure the preservation 
of our community, allowing artists and 
audiences the unique experience of joy 
and enrichment through the arts.”

 
- Submitted by Martin Short, Lead 
Economic Development Specialist & 

Public Information Officer

It has been 60 years since Loren and Barbara Walker got married, but the two still 
enjoy making memories together. 



Page 8 • Thursday, August 19, 2021 • Salem Times-Register www.ourvalley.org

To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

TALK TO WALT

RETIREMENT PLANNING
Face it, you only get one shot at a 

successful retirement. We can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

CALL NOW to advertise 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.
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extend our drives. We got in our own way a few teams, but again it’s nothing we 
can’t fix.”

Glenvar scrimmaged William Byrd at Highlander Stadium last Friday. Like 
Salem, the scrimmage was delayed for about an hour and half before the two coun-
ty teams were able to get on the field. Glenvar scored once and Byrd did not score.

“I thought our kids really competed,” said Glenvar coach Kevin Clifford. “They 
scored once and we kept them from scoring, so that was pretty successful. And 
everyone got to play.”

The Highlanders will have a three-team jamboree this Friday, beginning with 
Glenvar against Abingdon at 5 pm. Blacksburg will play Abingdon after that, and 
the night will conclude with Glenvar against Blacksburg.

Both teams will open on Friday, August 27, at home. Salem will host 
Martinsburg while Glenvar will entertain Galax. 

Look for a special section, TOUCHDOWN XLV, in next week's edition, pre-
viewing the Salem and Glenvar High School teams.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
continued from page 12

A Glenvar defender strips the ball from a William Byrd ballcarrier in last Friday's 
scrimmage at Highlander Stadium. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

LEWIS
OPENS
TODAY
The Andrew Lewis 
Middle School football 
team will open today 
when the Wolverines 
take on William Fleming 
in a 5 pm game in 
Roanoke. Lewis hosted 
a four team middle 
school jamboree last 
Thursday at Salem 
Stadium as William 
Byrd, Patrick Henry 
and William Fleming 
teams came to Salem 
for scrimmages. Left, 
Salem's Trey Dawyot 
catches a touchdown 
pass from Coen Logan 
in the scrimmage 
against Fleming. 

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

The Salem High golfers will be at 
Blue Hills today for a three team non-
district match against Bassett and host 
William Byrd. Tee time is 2:40 pm.

The Spartans played a River Ridge 
District match on Tuesday at the 
Hidden Valley Country Club. The 
match was scheduled for 18 holes but 
just nine holes were played due to the 
weather.

Blacksburg won Tuesday’s round 
with a score of 144, one stroke better 
than Hidden Valley. Salem was third 
at 151 and Patrick Henry shot 153.

Trey Joyce led the Spartans with a 
36, followed by Macy Johnson at 37 
and Alex Rea at 38. Hunter King and 
Andrew Rea tied for the fourth Salem 
scoring spot with 40 each.

Glenvar was scheduled to play at 
the Great Oaks course at Floyd on 
Monday but that match was postponed 
and rescheduled for September 1. The 
Highlanders won’t tee it up again until 
a week from today at Hanging Rock.

Salem has a River Ridge District 
match at the Roanoke Country Club 
on Monday.

Salem golfers 3rd at HVCC

The Salem Red Sox will continue their 12 game road trip this 
week when they play six games in Lynchburg. The Sox played six in 
Fredricksburg last week and went just two of six games against the 
Nationals, who have the second worst record in the 12 team Low-A 
East League.

Despite dropping four of six in Fredricksburg the Sox held on 
to their lead in the North Division of Low-A East, leading by four 
games over second place Delmarva. As of Monday they remained a 
game behind Carolina in the overall standings as they try to catch the 
Mudcats for second in Low-A East and earn a spot in the post-season 
playoffs.

Carolina lost four of six to Down East last week, so Salem missed 
out on an opportunity to pass the Mudcats. This week Carolina will 
host Augusta, the last place team in the South Division.

Salem lost the opener in Fredricksburg, 7-6. The Sox bounced 
back to win the second game, 9-4, but the Nationals won Thursday, 
5-1, and Friday’s game was rained out. After splitting a doubleheader 
Saturday the Sox dropped Sunday’s series finale, 4-0. Salem was also 
shut out in the opening game of Saturday’s doubleheader, 12-0.

Salem is now in Lynchburg through Sunday before returning home 
next Tuesday, August 24, to host Delmarva for a six game series. 

Sox in Lynchburg for 6

Alex Erro has his bat split in two in Salem's last homestand. PHOTO B Y JOHN WACHER
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If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

The Glenvar and Salem volleyball teams scrim-
maged each other on Tuesday as they prepare for 
the coming season. The Highlanders will open next 
Monday at home against Auburn and Salem will host 
Roanoke Catholic on Wednesday, August 25.

Glenvar is coming off a strong season under coach 
Mark Rohrback, who rejoined the team for his third 
stint as head coach. The Highlanders were undefeated 
before being upset by Giles in the Region 2C semifi-
nals last season, played in the spring after the fall sea-
son was postponed due to COVID. Glenvar graduated 
three seniors from that team.

The Highlanders have a 10 player varsity this year 
with six juniors returning from the spring season, 
middle hitters Sydney Loder and Rhyan Harris, out-
side hitters Hannah Hylton and Claire Griffith and 
defensive specialists Faren Wilson and Cara Butler. 
Also returning to the team after taking the spring 
season off are senior outside hitter Bailey Conner and 
sophomore setter Audrey Conner.

Natalie McMahon has moved up from setting 
and hitting outside for the jayvee team last year as 
a freshman to this year’s Varsity team. Sophomore 
middle hitter Daisy Ann Dawyot has transferred in 
from Salem.

“I expect all 10 players to be outstanding play-
ers and contribute to the success of the team,” said 
Rohrback.

Salem will scrimmage in the Rockbridge Jamboree 
on Saturday at Rockbridge County High School. The 
event will include over 20 teams.

Spartan coach Beth Denton returns two seniors, 
Emma Johnson and Kennedy Scales. Also return-
ing are juniors Kai Bowen, Ella Walker and Reese 
Redford along with sophomore setter Anne Hayden 
Hall.

The Spartans will play a majority of their home 
games at Andrew Lewis Middle School this year due 
to construction at Salem High and repairs to the gym 
floor. One game, on September 2nd, will be played at 
South Salem Elementary School.

High School volleyball 
season opens next week 

The second annual “The Last Inning” baseball 
game was held at Salem Memorial Ballpark last 
Saturday. Two games for graduated senior players 
were played around the presentation of the annual 
Ray Bellamy Award in an event presented by the 
Salem Red Sox and the Salem-Roanoke Baseball Hall 
of Fame.

The first game was between teams wearing Navy 
and Red shirts. The Navy team consisted of players 
from Glenvar, Lord Botetourt and William Byrd, 
and they took on the Red team with players from 
Hidden Valley, James River, North Cross and Eastern 
Montgomery. The Red team took a 7-1 win in the 
game. Glenvar was represented by Jacob Mays, 
Nathan Richardson, Cam Wiley, Ryan Butler and 
Carson Osburn.

In the second game the Gray team took an 11-2 
win over the Green team. The Gray team consisted 
of players from Cave Spring, Franklin County and 
Northside while the Green was comprised of play-
ers from Blacksburg, Christiansburg, Patrick Henry, 
Staunton River and Liberty. Jake Weaver from 
Northside hit a three-run home run over the left field 
wall to lead the Gray.

Between games the five finalists for the Ray 
Bellamy Award were recognized. The Bellamy 
Award is presented by the Salem-Roanoke Hall of 
Fame to the Player-of-the-Year in the area served 
by the Hall. It’s voted upon by the board members 
of the Hall of Fame and the high school coaches 
from an area that includes the counties of Alleghany, 
Roanoke, Bedford, Botetourt, Craig, Floyd, Franklin 
and Montgomery and the independent cities located 
within the boundaries of those counties.

William Byrd’s Tyler Dean was chosen as the 
Bellamy Award winner and other finalists included 
Isaac Fix of Byrd, Cory Sigmon of Northside, Holden 
Wilkerson of Cave Spring and Michael Williams of 
Franklin County. There was also the presentation 
of the Posey Oyler Scholarship, sponsored by the 
Salem-Roanoke Baseball Hall of Fame and awarded 
to a player who will go on to play in college and has 
shown a dedication to the game. Davis Yeaman from 
North Cross was the recipient of that scholarship.

A nice crowd was on hand on a beautiful Virginia 
day and the Red Sox not only had the concession 
stands open but provided between inning entertain-
ment like at a Carolina League game. The game is 
planned to be an annual event.

The All-Region 2C boys’ soccer 
team was recently released and region 
champion Glenvar dominated the list. 
The Highlanders had six players on the 
first team as well as the Player of the 
Year and Coach of the Year.

Josh Jones, the first year coach of 
the GHS boys, was named Region 2C 
Coach of the Year after guiding the 
Highlanders to a 13-1 record. Glenvar 
won Three Rivers District season and 
tournament championships as well as 
the Region 2C championship, falling 
to Graham in overtime in the state 
semifinal.

Glenvar junior forward Riley Geddes 
was named the region Player of the 
Year, adding to the Player of the Year 
honor bestowed upon him in the Three 
Rivers District. Five other Highlanders, 
all underclassmen, were also named to 
the first team. Included were juniors 
Maddox Fisher at midfield and Matthew 
Ross on defense, sophomores Jacson 
Shepherd at forward and Colin Clapper 
at midfield and freshman Zach Curfiss 
on defense.

ALL-REGION 2C

Riley Geddes(left) is the Region 2C Player of the Year and Josh 
Jones(right) is the Coach of the Year. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Above, Glenvar players participating in "The Last Inning" baseball game for graduated high school seniors 
included, left to right, coach Jeremy Cromer, Cameron Wiley, Josh Howard, Nathan Richardson, Carson Osburn, 
Jacob Mays, Ryan Butler and batboy Alston Cromer. Below, Howard tags out James River's Gabe Sebestino after 
a rundown.

Highlanders play in
"Last Inning" game

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Above, Salem's 
Ella Walker(#3) 
and Kai 
B o w e n ( # 1 3 ) 
go high to 
attempt to 
block a spike 
by Glenvar's 
Sydney Loder in 
Tuesday night's 
scrimmage at 
Glenvar. Right, 
Rhyan Harris 
of Glenvar 
puts one down 
against the 
Spartans.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN 
HOFFMAN
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Sports
T h u rs d ay,  Au g u s t  19 ,  2 0 2 1

Limit One Per Customer
Expiration Date: AUGUST 31, 2021

Haley Has It For Less...
                For Salem!

1530 Courtland Road NE,

$100 Off Your Best Deal!

Haley Toyota

Left, Murray 
Cook(left in photo) 
of Brightview Sports 
Turf and Budgie Clark 
take a break at the 
"Field of Dreams" 
in Dyersville, Iowa 
last week. Murray 
is the president 
of Brightview and 
Clark, a Salem High 
graduate and former 
Haley Toyota Field 
groundskeeper, is 
an employee who 
helped construct the 
Major League quality  
baseball field. Below 
is the original movie 
"Field of Dreams" 
on the left and, to 
the right, the field 
built for last week's 
Yankees and White 
Sox game.

Cook's company built Field of DreamsBrian 
Hoff man

Murray Cook built it, and they came.
Cook, who started shining shoes in the Salem Pirates 

clubhouse and worked his way into being one of the 
top turf experts in the world, was the main architect of 
the “Field of Dreams” for last week’s game between 
the New York Yankees and the Chicago White Sox. 
His Brightview Sports Turf company had the task of 
turning a cornfield into a baseball diamond and all the 
reviews were “rave” following the wildly successful 
Major League game on August 12.

“I got so many calls from all over the world,” said 
Cook, who worked on the project for over five years. 
“I got some messages in Japanese. One thing I’ll say 
is, I learned a lot more about corn than I really wanted 
to know.”

The project began with an idea by the late Denise 
Stillman, who owned the property where the movie 
“Field of Dreams” was filmed. If you’re one of the 
few who have not seen it, the 1989 release starring 
Kevin Costner was about a man who lived on a farm 
in Iowa and reconnected with his father in a tall tale 
revolving around baseball. At the climax his dad, 
along with the 1919 Chicago White Sox, come out of 
the corn field to play a ballgame. It was a very suc-
cessful movie and the phrase, “if you build it they will 
come,” was coined in the making of the film.

Unfortunately Stillman died of cancer before her 
idea came to fruition, but she would have enjoyed see-
ing how successful the project was. The current White 
Sox, wearing 1919 period uniforms, won an exciting 
game over the Yankees, 9-8 on a walk-off home run  
into the cornfield, in a nationally televised game.

“It was the most watched regular season baseball 
game in 16 years,” noted Cook, who watched the 
game from a gate just past the first base dugout. “You 
couldn’t have asked for a better game. Literally, the 
baseball Gods shined down on us. We had three days 
of rain prior to the game but it was a beautiful night 
and a great game to watch.”

The field in the movie was not suitable for a big 
league game, so Cook and his company plotted a spot 
nearby to construct a big league ballpark. It wasn’t the 
first rodeo for Murray, who has constructed fields for 
the Olympics, for a game at Fort Bragg and numerous 
other locations around the world. He’s the official turf 
consultant for Major League Baseball’s fields and 
stadiums with 35 years of experience. If you want a 
baseball field built, you call Murray.

The site evaluation began in 2015 but actual con-
struction of the field began in August of 2019. The 
first order of business was clearing off the corn.

“Getting rid of the corn was easy, you just sit on the 
tractor and pull it out,” said Cook. “The hard part was 
moving 30,000 cubic yards of soil.”

Once the field started taking shape an entire ball-
park had to be built. Murray and his workers oversaw 
the whole deal, from the locker rooms to the bleachers 
for a crowd of 8,000 fans. An alfalfa field across the 
street was mowed down and a parking lot was marked 
that could hold 3,000 cars. Only Iowa people could 
buy tickets to the first big league game held in the 
state.

The field is located in Dyersville, an Iowa town of 
just over 4,000 residents that has become quite a tour-
ist destination for people who loved the movie. You 
can actually rent the house where Costner’s movie 
family lived, and have a game of catch on the field. 
Fans come from all over to marvel at the site.

“The best part of the whole thing was watching 
the faces of people when they entered the field,” said 
Cook. “Players were snapping pictures and running 
through the corn. Both teams took team pictures in the 
outfield and ran through the corn maze.”

The corn maze was constructed between the origi-
nal and new ballfields. The Major League Baseball 
logo was incorporated into the maze.

“There’s a company that does that,” said Cook. “It 
only took them about three hours to do it.”

The event was so successful there’s talk of holding 
more games there, maybe once a year. For now, how-
ever, everything comes down.

“Everything outside the field is temporary,” said 
Cook. “We’ll continue to maintain the field itself.”

Murray’s next project is this Sunday’s game 
between the Angels and Indians at the home of Little 
League Baseball in Williamsport, PA. It will kick off 
this year’s Little League World Series with a game 

at Bowman Stadium, a 2,500 seat ballpark that Cook 
maintains.  He was driving to Pennsylvania from his 
home in Roanoke on Monday. 

Now 61, Cook and his wife have three grown 
children, a 14 year old and a grandson. Ironically his 
daughter Kate married a guy from Iowa.

In his years since serving as a teenage grounds-
keeper at Salem Municipal Stadium, which is now 
Billy Sample Field at Kiwanis Park, Cook has rubbed 
elbows with some of the greats of the game as well 
as national and international celebrities. He enjoyed 
talking to Costner in Iowa as the movie star returned 
to the site of the baseball movie to watch the game 
last week.

“He just looked around in amazement and said, ‘is 
this real?’”, noted Cook.

Yes it is, Kevin,  thanks to Murray and his crew. He 
built it, and they came for one of the most memorable 
baseball games ever.

        “Popeye” was popular guy in Salem
I was sad to learn of the passing of Carl “Popeye” 

Buchanan last week. He worked for the Salem 
Department of Parks and Recreation for over 20 years, 
mostly at the James I. Moyer Complex.

“It’s a big loss,” said Salem Director of Parks and 
Recreation John Shaner. “Everyone loved Popeye. He 
would sit by the front gate of the complex and greet 
every person that came in, and he always had some 
great one-liners.”

Carl was a big Salem High football fan who rarely 
missed a game, home or away. He was chosen to 
“top the L” at a game in 2010, and he was thrilled to 
be recognized. That was a Salem tradition to honor 
outstanding citizens prior to the home football games, 
standing atop the “L” as the Spartan band spelled out 
“Salem.”

Former Parks and Rec. Director Charlie Hammersley 
hired Popeye and has fond memories of him. He was a 
good worker and got along with everyone.

“It didn’t take him long to mesh with that crew 
at Moyer,” said Hammersley. “Every year we had a 
Christmas luncheon for all our employees and Popeye 

would come by the office to remind the secretary that 
if I couldn’t make it, make sure somebody brought 
my credit card to pay for the lunch.”

I always enjoyed seeing him at the complex. One 
time, years ago, I was getting ready to take a picture 
and when I held the camera up I realized the lens cap 
was still on. Popeye was standing near me and noticed 
and had a good laugh. From that time on, every single 
time he saw me, he would say, “now don’t forget to 
take the lens cap off that camera.”

Popeye was the kind of guy that made Salem great 
and we’ll miss him dearly.

Carl "Popeye" Buchanan tips his hat to the crowd after 
being recognized as a "Super Fan" at Salem Stadium.

Salem defenders bring down a Brookville ballcarrier in last Friday's scrimmage at 
Salem Stadium. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

The Salem and Glenvar football teams will have their final tune-ups before the 
regular season begins as they host home events this Friday. Salem will have a 
Benefit Game against Magna Vista while Glenvar will host a three team jamboree 
featuring Blacksburg and Abingdon.

Salem’s Benefit Game at Salem Stadium will begin at 7 pm and admission will 
be charged. A third of the money will go to each school and the final third will go 
to the Virginia High School League. The contest will be played like a regular game 
except for special teams play.

The Spartans had their first scrimmage at home last Friday against Brookville. 
The scrimmage was delayed for about an hour and half due to a thunderstorm but 
the teams were able to finish.

“I saw some good things,” said Salem coach Don Holter. “We gave up a few 
scores but the only people who keep score in scrimmages are the people who play 
Salem. It’s nothing we can’t correct, and the kids were flying around.

“As for the offense, I thought we got after people up front and were able to 

Spartans, Highlanders have fi nal 
tune-up for football season Friday

      continued on page 10
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