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Salem High School wins 16th 
straight VHSL State Forensics Title

Th e Salem Spartans once again proved 
that no one in the state can talk the talk 
like they can.

Th is past Saturday, the Spartans won 
their 16th straight Virginia High School 
League team State Title with a convincing 
35-14 victory over second place Handley 
High School.

“Although we had a lot of young talent 
this year, watching the members grow into 
confi dent performers with both humor 
and purpose and seeing them fi ght along-
side some of our strongest veterans, is one 

of the most rewarding things a team, as 
a whole, can experience,” says Team Cap-
tain Nash Lakin. “As a captain, it is an 
honor to compete at the championship 
level, but it is an even greater honor to 
compete alongside teammates that I have 
come to know and love.”

After going virtual last year, the compe-
tition was held at Clover Hill High School 
in Midlothian on Saturday. Th e victory 
not only kept Salem’s current streak alive 

PHOTO BY THE SMYTHERS FAMILY
Congratulations are in store for Salem High after its Forensics Team recently 
captured its 16th consecutive VHSL State Title. 

See VHSL, page 4

After being sworn in 
as Virginia’s junior sena-
tor in 2013, Tim Kaine 
said, “You learn early 
on as a politician that it 
is impossible to please 
everyone. As cliché as 
it sounds though, I am 
here to serve all people, 
regardless of if they share 
my perspectives or not.”

Throughout his po-
litical career, the vast 
majority of Kaine’s views 
have remained consis-
tent, especially when it 
comes to gun violence. 
In 1998, while serving as 
the mayor of Richmond, 
Kaine regularly spoke on 
the role mental health 
plays in gun violence 
and community crime. 

In his official capacity 
as a senator, Kaine gets 
to propose and vote on 
federal legislation that 
impacts all Americans. 
In April 2021 he and 
Senator Mark Warner 
introduced the Virginia 
Plan to Reduce Gun 
Violence Act (S 1155), 
a comprehensive pack-
age that would enact the 

A Community Farewell
-Salem’s Brooks-Byrd Pharmacy shuts its doors after 97 years in business-

PHOTO BY SHAWN NOWLIN
Cameron Brooks, left, and pharmacy technician Whitney Bousman wanted 
to convey this message to the Salem community, “Thank you for all the 
memories you’ve given us over the years.”

For the fi rst time in near-
ly a century, the building at 
2 E Main Street in Salem 
no longer is in business. 
On March 29, Brooks-Byrd 
Pharmacy dispensed its last 
prescription.

While not news to many 
customers, for people like 
Sally Carter, it took some 
time for the word to spread. 
“I grew up in Salem but 

moved away almost two de-
cades ago,” she said. “When 
I heard the news, I called 
the store to thank them 
for all they’ve done for the 
community.” 

Webber’s Pharmacy was 
created in 1925. Th irty-four 
years later, Ray Byrd Sr. and 
Ervin Pollard Brooks pur-
chased the company, even-
tually changing the name to 
Brooks-Byrd Pharmacy. 

Cameron Brooks, the 
longtime pharmacist, is the 

son of Ervin Brooks. He and 
his wife Ann have lived in 
the Salem area pretty much 
their entire lives. While it’s 
next to impossible to accu-
rately tally the number of 
hours he’s spent at the phar-
macy over the years, Cam-
eron says he never took his 
relationship with the Salem 
community for granted.

“Th e Salem commu-
nity has supported us over 

See Farewell, page  4

Sen. Kaine talks crime, community 
needs at Roanoke Valley forum

PHOTO BY SHAWN NOWLIN
Roanoke City Mayor Sherman Lea Sr., left, and Senator Tim Kaine, right, responding 
to a question from a concerned Salem resident.

See Senator Kaine, page 2

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

Roanoke County Fire & Rescue respond to brush fi re in Havens Management Area
Roanoke County Fire and Res-

cue responded at approximately 
2 p.m. on March 29 to the 2500 
block of Wildwood Road, in the 
Fort Lewis area, for a report of 
smoke near the power lines on the 
mountain. First responding crews 
from Station 9 found a brush fi re 
under the power lines that was 

about two acres in size. 
Th e fi re was described as slow-

moving and has died down since 
the initial report. At no time have 
any structures been threatened 
and there are no injuries to report 
at this time. Th e Virginia Depart-
ment of Forestry was immediately 
on the scene with personnel and 

two bulldozers to help cut con-
tainment lines around the fi re. 

Th e fi re produced smoke and 
fl ames that were visible from 
across the valley. Units were on 
scene most of the night and re-
mained to bring the fi re com-
pletely under control. Units also 
conducted back-fi re operations 

which involve setting controlled 
fi res to burn up fuel ahead of the 
fi re. 

 Th e public was asked to avoid 
the 2500 block of Wildwood 
Road as many fi refi ghting re-
sources exist in that area. Roanoke 
County currently had roughly 23 
units assisting fi refi ghting eff orts, 

including engines, tankers, brush 
trucks, drones and utility vehicles 
from across the county. Th ere 
were approximately 50 personnel 
committed to this fi re. 

Submitted by Brian 
Clingenpeel, Community Outreach 

Coordinator 

SUBMITTED PHOTOSEyewitnesses initially described the fire as “slow-moving.” Approximately 50 personnel worked together to contain the fire. 
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THE NATIONAL CIVIL WAR
ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION

In conjunction with:

KNIBBS BATTERYNIBBS BATTERY
A 4 One-Day Classes on the

proper use of Muzzle loading Cannons
April 9th, 10th, 11th & 17th

from 8am to 3pm
Come join us for training & lunch.
A fee of $40.00 covers the day.

Location:
473 Blue Grass Trail

Newport in Giles County.
knibbsbattery@aol.comknibbsbatteThe South’s Premier

“Living History” Organization
www.knibbsbattery.org • (804) 356-8868

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
The City of Salem 

has been monitoring 
the potential spread 
of COVID-19, and 
like you, we have been 
processing a great deal 
of information. The 
safety of citizens, school 
children and visitors 
is always the number 
one priority from the 
Salem Civic Center to 
City Hall. Emergency 
Management team 
members are in constant 
contact with the 
Virginia Department of 
Health, the Roanoke-
Al leghany Health 
Department and area 
health professionals 
at our local hospitals. 
During this time of 
uncertainty, people are 
encouraged to monitor 
the website (salemva.
gov) for official city 
details on closings or 
cancellations. This site 
will be updated daily 
whenever there is new 
information.

 
FIRST AND

THIRD TUESDAYS

Salem Host Lions 
Club, 6:30 p.m., dinner 
and a program, Salem 
Civic Center.

 
SECOND 

MONDAY

Paint Bank Ladies 

Auxil iary meeting, 
7:00 p.m. at the Paint 
Bank Fire Department. 
Contact 540-897-5346 
for more information.

 
EACH TUESDAY

•Salem Chess Players 
meet at the Salem 
Senior Center, 110 
Union Street in Salem 
from 7-11 p.m. Open 
to anyone 16 years or 
older. Instructions are 
available.

•Salem Kiwanis Club 
meets 11:45 a.m. - 1 
p.m. for lunch, Salem 
Civic Center.

• K n i g h t s  o f 
Columbus hosts bingo 
for charity. Proceeds 
support local charities 
including RAM House, 
Madonna House, 
the Roanoke Rescue 
Mission, Saint Francis 
House, food pantries 
and various youth 
projects. Games are 
played from 5:30 - 9:30 
p.m. at Gator Hall, at 
5301 Williamson Road, 
near Happy’s Flea 
Market.

•Infinity Acres Ranch 
Fundraiser from 4 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. at Christ 
Episcopal Church at 
321 E. Church Street 
in Blacksburg. Tickets 
are $8 while children 
eight and younger can 
eat for $4. For more 

information, contact 
276-358-2378.

•All ages are welcome 
to TOPS (Take off 
Pounds Sensibly) at 
5:15 p.m. at the Salem 
Senior Center. For more 
information, contact 
Linda at 540-389-4207.

• O v e r e a t e r s 
Anonymous (OA) 
meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church 
at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 
for more information.

•From 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., a chair caning 
and basket weaving 
class will occur at the 
Salem Senior Center. 
While free, attendees 
are encouraged to bring 
their own lunch. For 
more information, 
contact 540-375-3054.

FIRST AND 
THIRD TUESDAY 

Glenvar Rotary Club 
meets 12:15 - 1:15 p.m. 
for lunch in Richfield 
Living’s Town Center 
Anser Dining Room. 
Guests welcome.

THIRD TUESDAY 

The  month ly 
meeting for National 
Association of Women 
in  Const ruct ion 
(NAWIC) Roanoke 

Valley Chapter #226 
locations and times will 
now vary. Learn more 
details by sending an 
email to nawicroa226@
gmail.com.

 
THIRD 

WEDNESDAY

Alzhe imer ’s  /
Dementia Caregiver 
Support Group at 2 
p.m. at Salem Terrace at 
Harrogate.

 
FIRST THURSDAY

Roanoke County 
Woman’s Club meets 
at 10:30 a.m. in the 
conference room at 
Col lege Lutheran 
Church in Salem. New 
members are welcome.

 
EACH THURSDAY

•The Salem Senior 
Center’s Social Club, 
known as the 49ers 
Plus Club, originally 
started the senior 
program in Salem over 
40 years ago. They have 
different speakers and/
or activities practically 
every week. New 
members are always 
welcome to show up at 
the Salem Senior Center 
at 11 a.m. Contact 
540-375-3054 for more 
information.

•The Salem Rotary 

Club meets from 12 
to 1 p.m. for lunch in 
Salem Civic Center. 
Guests welcome.

EACH SATURDAY

•Salem Farmers 
Market from 9:30 
a.m. to noon, weather 
permitt ing.  Select 
vendors will have 
country sausage, cage-
free eggs, grass-fed beef, 
c a g e - p a s t u r e - r a i s e d 
chicken, homemade 
rolls, pieces of artisan 
bread, muffins, seasonal 
greens and more.

• O v e r e a t e r s 
Anonymous (OA) 
meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church 
at 2011 Brandon 

Avenue in Roanoke.

THURSDAY, 
APRIL 7 

T h e  E a s t e r n 
European country of 
Ukraine has a war-torn 
history. Independent 
since 1991, Ukraine 
is again under serious 
attack. At 7 pm, Dr. 
Robert Willingham will 
talk about the origins 
of Ukraine, the history 
of Ukrainian national 
identity, and the Russian 
and Soviet legacies at 
the Salem Museum. 
Dr. Willingham is an 
associate professor and 

the chairperson of the 
History Department at 
Roanoke College. His 
research and teaching 
Interes t s  inc lude 
Modern Europe, the 
Holocaust, and World 
History. He holds a 
B.A. from Fort Lewis 
College; an M.A. from 
Purdue University; 
and a Ph.D. from the 
University of Texas 
at Austin. Plans are 
for this talk to be 
presented in person at 
the Salem Museum, 
with a virtual option. 
Masks are optional but 
recommended in a group 
setting; precautionary 
measures will be subject 
to CDC guidelines 
in place at the time. 
Mask requirements, if 
any, and links to the 
virtual option will be 
listed on the Museum’s 
website, salemmuseum.
org, on the morning of 
the talk.

Friendship Retirement Community promotes 
Jessica Whitaker to Director of Marketing

Friendship Retire-
ment Community, a lo-
cal leader in senior liv-
ing and rehabilitation, 
has promoted Jessica 
Whitaker from Direc-
tor of Marketing and 
Admissions of Salem 
Terrace at Harrogate to 
Director of Marketing 
of Friendship. 

“We are excited to 
have Jessica on our 
Leadership Team at 
Friendship,” said CEO 
Joe Hoff.  “It is always 
a pleasure to encourage 
growth by promoting 
from within the organi-

zation.”
Whitaker joined the 

Friendship team in 2021 
as Director of Market-
ing and Admissions of 
Salem Terrace at Harro-
gate, where Friendship 
serves as the managing 
partner. Whitaker has 
eleven years of market-
ing experience, has been 
in the healthcare indus-
try for four years, and 
has a very special tie to 
Friendship. 

“I had a very posi-
tive personal experience 
with the care at Friend-
ship when my grandfa-

ther was a memory care 
resident at Friendship 
North. He was very 
happy there, and the 
team helped him en-
joy a wonderful quality 
of life,” says Whitak-
er. “It’s exciting to work 
and grow within such a 
great company.”

All Friendship lo-
cations are currently 
accepting new move-
ins. Salem Terrace also 
welcomes guests for 
respite stays, as a tem-
porary care solution or 
trial run of the senior 
living community expe-

rience.
Friendship and Salem 

Terrace are also seek-
ing caring and quali-
fied individuals to join 
their teams. Interested 
candidates should apply 
online at friendship.us/
careers.

To learn more about 
Friendship, individuals 
are encouraged to visit 
the company’s web-
site, friendship.us, or 
call 540-265-2100. 

Submitted article
SUBMITTED PHOTO 

New Director of Marketing, Jessica Whitaker

every state. We can talk 
about the why or why 
now, but the bottom line 
is, I do think that gun 
violence is connected 
to trauma. The last two 
years have been diffi-
cult in this country and 
around the world. We 
are on pace to surpass a 
million COVID deaths 
by Easter. Two years ago, 
that would have seemed 
impossible, but unfortu-
nately, this is our reality.” 

During the meeting, 
which lasted just under 
two hours, everyone in 
the room was given time 
to brainstorm ideas and 
share concerns on how 
to strengthen commu-
nity safety. Among the 
things Kaine discussed 
was his experience as 
governor during the Vir-
ginia Tech shooting in 
2007. “On a local level, 
I have lived this. On a 
state level, I have also 
lived this,” he said. 

The senator called 
the rise in gun violence 
a “public health issue,” 
a sentiment shared by 
everyone in the room. 

In 2021 alone, the Roa-
noke Valley, consisting 
of Salem, Roanoke City 
and Roanoke County, 
experienced more than 
25 homicides. One resi-
dent at the meeting sug-
gested that community 
leaders should regularly 
hold gatherings with 
teens to discuss their 
needs and fears. Anoth-
er recommended that 
more incentive-based 
programs should be es-
tablished to get weapons 
off the streets. 

For most of his life, 
John Robertson, 59, has 
called Roanoke County 
home. The importance 
of such gatherings with 
our elected officials, he 
said, cannot be over-
stated. “At the end of 
the day, people want to 
be heard,” Robertson 
continued. “You’ll nev-
er get a true pulse of a 
community unless you 
invest in it, show that 
you care and listen to 
people’s concerns. I’m 
thankful Senator Kaine 
took the opportunity to 
visit us.” 

commonsense gun safety 
provisions passed by the 
Virginia General Assem-
bly at the federal level. 
After two readings, it 
was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

Known for engaging 
with Virginians and re-
sponding to their con-
cerns, on March 25, 
Sen. Kaine visited the 

Melrose Library to have 
an honest dialogue with 
area mayors, worried 
residents and other offi-
cials to discuss the rising 
violence in the commu-
nity. Originally sched-
uled for an hour, Kaine 
said he would stay for as 
long as it took. 

Participants included 
Roanoke Mayor Sher-

man Lea Sr. and Coun-
cilman Joe Cobb, indi-
viduals from the Gun 
Violence Prevention 
Commission, Roanoke 
Valley education leaders, 
Roanoke City Sheriff 
Antonio Hash and Chief 
Sam Roman, among 
other community mem-
bers.

“As I’ve always said, 

this isn’t just an issue in 
our community, it is a 
societal issue. We must 
work together to make 
our communities bet-
ter for everyone. These 
types of conversations 
help us accomplish that 
goal,” Mayor Lea said. 

Added the senator, 
“My colleagues are hav-
ing these discussions in 

Senator Kaine from page 1
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Salem High graduate named new Virginia 
Museum of Transportation Executive Director

Th e Virginia Museum of 
Transportation, Inc.’s Board 
of Directors recently an-
nounced the appointment 
of Mendy Flynn as the Mu-
seum’s new executive direc-
tor.

Flynn is experienced in 
administration and non-
profi t management, hav-
ing worked for both local 
non-profi t and for-profi t 
organizations during the 
past 35 years. She came to 
the Museum in September 
2015 to work with Bev Fitz-
patrick. Flynn started work-
ing in member and donor 
relations, then later added 
to her plate special events, 
rentals, community engage-
ment, and human resources, 
amongst other responsibili-
ties. She has served as deputy 
director since 2021 follow-
ing the retirement of former 
deputy director, Don Moser 
in December 2020, and the 
departure of former execu-
tive director Christine Wil-
liams in June 2021.

Flynn hit the ground 
running in her previous role 

of deputy director, initiat-
ing a multitude of facility 
improvements, staffi  ng reas-
signments, COVID mitiga-
tion, and securing of impor-
tant grants.

“Over the past several 
months we have witnessed a 
fl urry of positive activity and 
important accomplishments 
which cemented the Board’s 
confi dence and support for 
Mendy. She has a deep love 
for the Museum and its col-
lections, and it shows. Her 
innovative style and out of 
the box thinking are already 
paying dividends, along 
with her compassion, drive, 
and team building abili-
ties. She has a keen sense 
of what the Museum can 
and should be to its mem-
bers and visitors alike. One 
of her favorite quotes is one 
from Industrialist Henry 
J. Kaiser “Problems are 
only opportunities wearing 
work clothes”. It represents 
her personal desire to work 
hands on to assist both 
Board and membership 
with ensuring the Museum’s 

future. Th e Board is look-
ing forward to working even 
more closely with Mendy, 
and is excited about the fu-
ture of the Virginia Muse-
um of Transportation with 
her at the helm.”—William 
H. Harris, President.

According to Flynn, her 
fi rst priority is to provide 
the best possible experience 
for visitors of all ages. “My 
goal is to continue mov-
ing the Museum forward 
by enhancing exhibits and 
programs to provide educa-
tional opportunities in an 
interactive way that engages 
visitors of all ages and socio-
economic backgrounds. Th e 
main objective is to educate 
the public on transporta-
tion past and present … 
it’s diversity, it’s role in our 
everyday lives and industry, 
as well as technology and in-
novation. So many people 
have emotional connections 
to exhibits in the Museum 
that they’re not aware of un-
til they are standing in front 
of it –a family member who 
worked for the railroad, was 

a pilot or worked in avia-
tion, or a loved one who 
drove a car like one in our 
automotive gallery. Emo-
tional engagement is strong 
and can evolve into further 
interest in these areas. I’m 
greatly looking forward to 
increasing the Museum’s 
educational programs for 
both children and adults. 
Transportation and trans-
portation-based technolo-
gies have contributed im-
measurably to our lives in 
the Commonwealth.”

“Additionally, by utiliz-
ing the Museum as a venue 
for entertainment and rental 
opportunities, we want to 
attract people who may not 
ordinarily plan to visit, but 
through attendance at a 
concert or company party, 
they will be exposed to the 
Museum’s off erings and plan 
a return trip. We want the 
same for children and teach-
ers who visit the Museum 
with a school fi eld trip. It’s 
our pleasure to give students 
who attend fi eld trips com-
plimentary admission passes 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Mendy Flynn

so they can return with their 
families.” said Flynn.

Th e Museum receives 
visitors from across the na-
tion and from around the 
world, Wednesday through 
Sunday.

Flynn is a native of Sa-
lem and a graduate of Salem 
High School. She attended 
Radford University and 
Longwood University. 

Submitted article

This summer, hundreds of local children may lose access 
to nutritious meals if Congress does not take action

On Monday at the Bristol 
Virginia-Tennessee sign, Feeding 
Southwest Virginia and Second 
Harvest Food Bank of Northeast 
Tennessee gathered together to 
express their alarm at the failure 
of Congress to extend the USDA 
child nutrition waivers. 

Last year, when many schools 
moved to remote learning, the 
USDA provided schools and 
charitable children’s feeding 
programs like Food Banks with 
a waiver of the requirement for 
children to consume meals onsite 
in a congregate setting. Th ese 
waivers allowed local children’s 
feeding programs to safely and 

swiftly distribute food through 
grab-and-go methods, sometimes 
enough food for several days. 
Consequently, Food Banks were 
able to expand their children’s 
feeding programs to meet the 
unprecedented number of kids 
now living with hunger in 
Southwest Virginia and Northeast 
Tennessee.

“In my opinion, the loss 
associated with the Congressional 
decision to eliminate the 
exemption of congregate meal 
requirements is discriminatory 
against children living in rural 
communities,” said Pamela Irvine, 
CEO of Feeding Southwest 

Virginia. “Rural children who live 
several miles from meal sites will 
only receive one meal to consume 
onsite, rather than multiple grab-
and-go meals permitted under 
the waivers. Families will have 
to make more trips to meal sites, 
and gas prices are high. Many 
rural sites will be unable to 
operate under the requirements 
for serving meals. Feeding 
Southwest Virginia is committed 
to equitable food distribution 
within our 26-county region. 
Th is summer, 1,800 children 
across Southwest Virginia could 
miss good, nutritious meals. Th at 
is unacceptable.” 

Without further action from 
Congress, many children’s meal 
sites will be forced to shutter 
— leaving children without 
meals that they rely on. In far 
Southwest Virginia, 19 Feeding 
Southwest Virginia partner meal 
programs likely will not reopen 
this summer, leaving hundreds 
of children without a stable meal 
source. In Northeast Tennessee, 
none of the children’s feeding sites 
will reopen without the extension 
of the waivers. 

“Many children in Northeast 
Tennessee rely on our summer 
feeding program for meals when 
they are not in school. Th e 

exemption of congregate meal 
requirements provided by USDA 
help children get the food they 
need throughout the summer 
break. Without the exemption, 
Second Harvest Food Bank of 
Northeast Tennessee cannot 
operate the feeding sites that are 
so desperately needed throughout 
our region,” said Executive 
Director Rhonda Chafi n, “these 
programs are the most effi  cient 
and eff ective ways to serve 
children in remote rural areas 
during the summer

Submitted by Emma Beaver, 
Grants Manager

Commonwealth’s unemployment rate decreased to 3.2 
percent in February, labor participation rate still lagging

Governor Glenn 
Youngkin recently an-
nounced that Virginia’s 
unemployment rate fell 
to 3.2 percent in Febru-
ary while total nonfarm 
payroll employment in-
creased by 21,300 jobs. 
The Commonwealth’s 
seasonally adjusted un-
employment rate of 
3.2 percent is 1.4 per-
centage points below 
the rate from a year 
ago. The labor force 
increased by 14,138 
to 4,291,990, as the 
number of unemployed 
residents decreased by 
3,330 to 136,004. The 
number of employed 
residents rose by 17,468 
to 4,155,986. Virginia’s 
seasonally adjusted un-
employment rate con-
tinues to be below the 
national rate, which fell 
from 4.0 to 3.8 percent.

The Commonwealth’s 
labor force participation 
rate increased slightly 
by 0.1 of a percentage 
point to 63.0 percent 
in February. The labor 
force participation rate 
measures the proportion 
of the civilian popula-
tion age 16 and older 
that is employed or ac-
tively looking for work.

“Given our current 
economy and business 
environment, now is a 
great time to forge a ca-
reer and join the work-
force in the Common-
wealth.” said Governor 
Youngkin. “Although we 
see an uptick in the la-
bor force participation, 
my administration is la-
ser focused on continu-
ally increasing our labor 
participation rate.”

“With a 3.2 percent 
unemployment rate in 
February, Virginia con-
tinues to outperform 
most states,” said Sec-
retary of Commerce 

and Trade Caren Mer-
rick. “The number of 
employed residents grew 
while our labor force 
rose significantly last 
month.”

“The latest jobs fig-
ures indicate that Vir-
ginia is trending in 
the right direction,” 
said Secretary of La-
bor Bryan Slater. “The 
increase in February 
payroll jobs is encour-
aging, as year-over-year 
job growth was spread 
across most industries.”

Virginia was tied 
with Georgia for the 
fourth lowest season-
ally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate among the 
Southeast states behind 
Oklahoma, Alabama, 
and Arkansas. Virginia 
was tied with Georgia 
for the sixth lowest rate 
among the states east 
of the Mississippi. In-
diana, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Wisconsin, 
and Alabama had low-
er rates. Virginia was 
ranked 17th in the na-
tion for the seasonally 
adjusted unemployment 
rate.

Over-the-year em-
ployment growth in Vir-
ginia had been positive 
for six consecutive two 
years ago in February 
2020 but dramatically 
changed course with the 
onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic. In February 
2022, Virginia’s over-
the-year job gain of 2.9 
percent was less than the 
4.6 percent increase na-
tionwide.

From February 2021 
to February 2022, the 
VEC estimates that es-
tablishments in Virginia 
gained 111,900 jobs, 
an increase of 2.9 per-
cent. In February, the 
private sector recorded 
an over-the-year gain of 

99,600 jobs, while em-
ployment in the public 
sector gained 12,300 
jobs. Compared to a 
year ago, on a season-
ally adjusted basis, nine 
of eleven major industry 
divisions experienced 
employment increases 
while two saw employ-
ment decreases. The 
largest over-the-year 
job gain occurred in 
leisure and hospitality, 
up 55,300 jobs (+16.4 
percent). The next larg-
est over-the-year job 
gain occurred in pro-
fessional and business 
services, up 18,300 jobs 
(+2.4 percent). Other 
job gains occurred in 
trade and transporta-
tion (+15,600 jobs), 
government (+12,300 
jobs), and education 
and health services 
(+6,000 jobs). With-

in government, local 
(+12,600 jobs) and state 
government (+1,000 
jobs) both gained jobs 
over the year while fed-
eral government saw 
a decrease in employ-
ment (-1,300 jobs). The 
largest job loss during 
February occurred in 
finance (-2,900 jobs) 
to 207,200. The sec-
ond largest decrease oc-
curred in manufactur-
ing with a decrease of 
2,200 jobs to 236,200.

For more details, visit 
the Virginia Employ-
ment Commission’s 
website at vec.virginia.
gov

Submitted by 
Macaulay Porter, Office 

of the Governor
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OPINION

Give Light ~ New Spirituality? ~
[Th is is a memory from 

the many decades the author has 
been privileged to write for daily 
and weekly newspapers circulating 
in Western Virginia.]

 Th e – hopefully - waning 
pandemic is likely to cause lead-
ers in the hundreds of Roanoke 
and New River Valley congre-
gations to assess the chances of 
likely growth - or even survival.

 For even long-established 
parishes do die. In my more than 
60 years of writing about faith 
communities in Western Vir-
ginia, I’ve seen this happen to a 
few. Changes in a neighborhood, 
major construction of highways 
or other needed public facilities, 
too many similar congregations 
nearby can all eat away at the vi-
tality of a house of worship and 
its members.

 Th is doesn’t mean that people 
have given up their reliance on 
God or their care for each other.

 It does mean that the more 
than two years of reduced at-
tendance, even from the Sunday 
morning worship among other 
humans, has diminished sup-
port. Some have found seeing 

and hearing worship online as 
a satisfactory substitute; others, 
including myself, were just hap-
py to be back nine months into 
eased restrictions where they 
could have a hug or feel a gentle 
touch on their shoulder.

 On my Salem street, most 
residents seem to be at home 
on Sunday mornings, and since 
Virginia’s laws were changed 
around 50 years ago, retail stores 
are open though perhaps with 
shorter hours. 

 Earlier this year Michelle 
Boorstein wrote in “Th e Wash-
ington Post,” about what has 
been described as “the Secular 
Surge.” Th e gist of this some-
what profound essay is that, 
while church attendance and 
identifi cation with a specifi c de-
nomination are far below what 
they once were, many people are 
drawn together by ideas rather 
than by principles associated 
with specifi c faiths. 

Th ese include the need for 
trying to cope with climate 
change, individual rights for 
women in the matter of abor-
tion, full acceptance of persons 
in the LGBTQ communities, in-

terracial marriage, lavish govern-
ment spending to help racial and 
religious minorities and other 
causes often identifi ed with the 
Democratic Party.

 Acceptance of God as a 
“Higher Power,” the name a Su-
preme Being is referred to in the 
popular programs to help the 
addicted and their loved ones, is 
also part of the movement away 
from traditional Sunday morn-
ing attendance at a church.

 It’s my own view, as a church-
goer, that the incident involving 
former President Donald Trump 
in which he stood in front of a 
notable Washington church to 
make a political speech as much 
as any of his other actions re-
vealed his character to enough 
voters to sink their respect for 
him. 

 “Secular” or not, a lot of 

Americans found the President’s 
utterances and actions so con-
trary to what their religion had 
taught them - likely in a faith 
community - that they found 
him untrustworthy.

 Th e challenge then to those 
responsible to maintaining beau-
tiful old or contemporary-style 
buildings is how to incorporate 
the cultural convictions of folk 
of my granddaughter’s genera-
tion into those of mine.

 Times change fast when an 
unexpected disaster such as the 
COVID illness strikes. Histori-
ans and those with long memo-
ries may regard as Providential 
the fact that almost exactly 100 
years had passed since the world 
was aff ected by what was long 
known erroneously as “the Span-
ish Flu” which struck in the fall 
of 1918 just as World War I was 
ending in Europe.

 In my growing-up years, my 
mother who reared me could 
remember how this earlier virus 
aff ected a munitions plant near 
Yorktown in which she briefl y 
worked. She contracted this ill-
ness though was not seriously ill. 
However, nearly a decade later, 

remnants of the 1918 Pandemic 
were still around; they caused 
the near-fatal illness of my ma-
ternal aunt and the death of my 
maternal grandmother in 1927.

 In addition, a younger ma-
ternal aunt, who had had the 
fl u earlier succumbed at 32 to 
what appears to have been lin-
gering eff ects that aff ected her 
nervous system.

 Looking back to our own 
times, I wrote many stories of 
Western Virginia houses of 
worship being renovated or ex-
panded around 2004, a time of 
low interest rates and economic 
expansion before the Great 
Recession struck three years 
later. Most of Salem’s long-es-
tablished congregations had a 
major building project in that 
period. 

 Today, many church lead-
ers realize they overbuilt, for 
much unused space is found in 
effi  cient structures. Faithful but 
elderly folk off er fi nancial sup-
port - before their funerals are 
held.

 It’s a time to look to God 
who, some will say, is always re-
inventing for His purposes.

Frances 
Stebbins
Correspondent

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Hillsides
 6. A way to ingest
 9. Large number
13. Southeastern Minnesota 
city
14. Cronies
15. Having suffi cient skill, 
knowledge
16. Supplements with dif-
fi culty
17. Former VP nominee Palin
18. Cambodian monetary unit
19. Where coaches work
21. Secret political clique
22. A type of lute
23. Tan
24. Empire State
25. Where golfers begin
28. For each
29. Muslim inhabitants of the 
Philippines
31. Bird genus
33. Popular Dave Matthews 
Band song

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

36. Domesticates
38. “Boardwalk Empire” 
actress Gretchen
39. Asian antelope
41. One who takes apart
44. Kin
45. Dresses
46. Says something about you 
(abbr.)
48. Doctor of Education
49. One quintillion bytes (abbr.)
51. Overcharge
52. Sailboats
54. Indian musical patterns
56. Predisposition to a condi-
tion
60. Share a common boundary 
with
61. Wide
62. Skin disease
63. Monetary unit of Samoa
64. Source of the Blue Nile
65. Instrument
66. Red deer
67. Unidentifi ed fl ying object

68. Bar or preclude
CLUES DOWN
 1. Flying insects
 2. Strong alcoholic spirit
 3. Old
 4. Moves in slowly
 5. Symbol for tin
 6. Having certain append-
ages
 7. Expression of sorrow 
or pity
 8. Type of hormone (abbr.)
 9. One with an unjustifi ed 
mistrust
10. Hebrew calendar month
11. Pure
12. LSU football coach
14. Unbroken views
17. Fathers
20. Part of a race
21. Hairstyle
23. Fifth note of a major scale
25. Body art
26. Amounts of time
27. Designed chairs

29. Sensational dramatic 
piece
30. Arrangement of steps
32. Classifi es
34. Young child
35. Oh, no!
37. Astronomical period of 
about 18 years
40. Not or
42. Poke fun at
43. Consisting of roots
47. “__ Humbug!”
49. A way to remove
50. A confusion of voices 
and other sounds
52. Keyed instrument
53. Varnishes
55. Unpleasantly sticky 
substance
56. Unable to hear
57. A short erect tail
58. Indicates interest
59. Flow or leak through
61. British thermal unit
65. Iron

Webber Jr., Charles Edward
Charles Edward Web-

ber Jr. died on March 26, 
2022, at his home in Ce-
darfi eld. He was the son of 
the late C. E. “Ted” Web-
ber and Pauline Graham 
“Polly” Webber and broth-
er of the late Jean Webber 
Payne. Born and raised 
in Salem, he graduated 
from Andrew Lewis High 
School and the University 
of Richmond. After serving 
in the U.S. Marine Corps 
for eight years, he worked for Bristol Lab-
oratories pharmaceutical company. In his 
retirement years, he had a “fun” job with 
the State Fair of Virginia.

He is survived by his wife of 68 years, 
Mary Lou Moss; and two daughters, 

Kimberly Webber Bain 
and Mary Campbell Web-
ber; also by six grandchil-
dren, Charles Johnathan 
Bain (Laura), Michael 
Th ornton Bain and Emily 
Elizabeth Herman (Dave), 
Esteban Arrona, Gracie Ar-
rona Rivera (Adrian) and 
Elisabeth Arrona; and by 
fi ve great-grandchildren, 
Wyatt and Claire Arrona, 
Logan Bain, Tula Jean Bain 
and Isaiah Rivera.

Private interment of ashes will be at 
East Hill Cemetery, Salem. Memorials for 
Charley may be made to the Cedarfi eld 
Samaritan Fund or Centenary United 
Methodist Church or Traditions Health 
Hospice. 

OBITUARY

witnessed Blacksburg com-
plete their 15-year run in 
2003 and never imagined 
we would have a compa-
rable streak,” says Head 
Coach Mark Ingerson. “I 
think the key has always 
been focusing on the com-
petitor in front of you right 
now, the practice happen-
ing currently, the round 
you are competing in at 
the moment. Don’t think 
about the big picture, just 
think about getting better 
now.”

Salem was led by fi ve 
individual event champi-
ons and the Spartans swept 
the top two places in both 
Humorous interpretation 
and Serious Duo, scoring 
16 of the team’s 35 points 
in those two events alone. 
Individual event winners 

included Senior Captain 
Julia Vaughan in Dramatic 
Interpretation.

“After my years on the 
team, I feel that I’ve learned 
and grown so much, but 
not only have I seen growth 
in myself but also in my 
teammates,” says Vaughan. 
“It’s been wonderful getting 
to see so much talent, old 
and new. I’m so proud of 
everyone’s hard work and 
dedication, making my last 
year unforgettable.”

Salem also picked up key 
wins from Nash Lakin and 
his brother Kade Lakin in 
Serious Duo. Senior Gra-
ham Roudebush won in 
Humorous Interpretation, 
Juniors Taylor Berenbaum 
and Ben Hathaway were 
victorious in Humorous 
Duo, and freshman Con-

nor Smythers took home 
the top prize in Children’s 
Storytelling. It was a second 
individual title for Nash 
Lakin, Roudebush and 
Berenbaum, who each won 
individual championships 
last year.

“When one member 
wins, he or she is repre-
senting the dedication of 
everyone else on the team,” 
says State Champ Hatha-
way. “Th at commitment to 
helping each other has per-
sisted for its sixteenth year 
despite a global pandemic 
completely changing the 
game. Salem Forensics is 
not just a team, it is a fam-
ily.”

Submitted by Mike 
Stevens, City of Salem 

Communications Director

but, more importantly, it 
set a new VHSL mark for 
consecutive Forensics titles. 
Th e previous record was set 
by Blacksburg High School 
from 1989- 2003.

“Coach Pam Carter and I 

VHSL from page 1

the years through and through. Without that support, 
there’s no way we would have lasted this long,” Cam-
eron, 68, said. 

Th e last time Steve Clarkson visited the pharmacy he 
had a gut feeling that they would be closing sometime 
in 2022. “It was in January. I walked in with my mask 
and as always, everyone was extremely accommodat-
ing,” Clarkson said. “I just had an urge that this would 
be their last year. While I knew this day was inevitable, 
it’s still surreal that it is happening.”

Th roughout the years, 
Brooks-Byrd took tremen-
dous pride in customers 
always being able to get 
an actual person on the 
phone, rather than an au-
tomated system. 

Countless people have 
gone to Facebook to ex-
press their sentiments 
about the pharmacy clos-
ing. Said Betty Booth, 
“Th is has been a hard pill 
to swallow, no pun in-
tended! Seriously, I feel 
I’m losing a part of my 
family! Th ey have always 
gone out of their way to 
be here for my family. I 
used to say that it seemed 
the orangeades and not the 
meds made my girls feel 
better when they were sick 
as youngsters. You deserve 
a wonderful retirement 
Cameron, good luck!” 

Expressed Lisa Daugh-
erty, “I took my girls, 
Kayla and Leah, there 
regularly as children for 
orange drinks as we called 
them. I recently went there 

to get an orange drink for 
myself. Little did I know 
that they would be closing 
the following week. I un-
derstand Cameron needs 
to retire so I get it. But 
it still makes me very sad 
to know but they will be 
gone.” 

Photos of the early days 

of Brooks-Byrd Pharmacy 
hold a special place in 
Cameron’s heart. Even in 
the pharmacy’s last week, 
original furniture from 
the beginning of the busi-
ness was still being used.

“We didn’t just look 
at our customers as loyal 
supporters, we considered 

them family. So many 
people that I met as young 
teenagers have grown up 
to have families of their 
own. We have been very 
fortunate. As I head off  
into retirement, on behalf 
of our entire team, thank 
you Salem from the bot-
tom of my heart.” 

Farewell from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Ray Byrd Sr. and Ervin Pollard Brooks in front of their Brooks-Byrd Pharmacy 
drugstore when they both turned 50. The two met in the seventh grade and instantly 
became lifelong friends.
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ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH -  
located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, 
Va. Traditional Liturgical Lenten  Servic-
es, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-
1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for midweek 
masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (INDEPENDENT) 
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH-7th 
and Florida Streets, Salem VA. Pastor: 
Roger D. Counts, 540- 389-3818. Sun-
day School 10:00 a.m., Morning Worship 
11:00 a.m., Sunday Evening Service 6:30 
p.m., Wednesday Night Prayer Service, 
6:30 p.m. 
LAKESIDE BAPTIST CHURCH - 447 
Dalewood  Avenue, Salem, 986-0062, Pas-
tor Carl Goodman. Coffee Bar 9:00 a.m., 
Sunday  School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m.,  Children & Student Min-
istry 5:30-7:30 p.m.; Thursday  7:00 pm 
Young Single Adults, Wednesday Morn-
ing  Prayer Service 10:00, Lifegroups 
meeting throughout the week. www.lb-
cva.com. 
SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH, 
2721 12 O’Clock Knob Rd., Salem, Pas-
tor: Tim York; Sunday school, 9:45AM, 
Sunday morning worship, 11:00AM, Sun-
day evening, 6:00PM, Wednesday eve-
ning, 7:00PM.
 TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH - 4339 
Daugherty Road, Salem, Greg Irby, Pas-
tor, Church: 380-3567; Home: 389-7240, 
Sunday School 10:00 AM, Worship Ser-
vices 11:00AM & 6:00PM, Mid-week 
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:00PM, 
www.templebaptch. com. 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
BETHEL BAPTIST-1601 S. Colorado 
St., Salem, Pastor Hilton Jeffreys, 389-
2376, Sunday: - 9:30 Sunday School; 
10:30am Morning Worship; 6:00  Evening 
Worship; Wednesday 6:15 Preschool & 
Children Awana and Youth and Adult Bi-
ble Study. www.bethelbaptistva.com 
MOUNTAIN PASS BAPTIST 
CHURCH - 311 Catawba Valley Dr., (Ro. 
Co.) Salem, VA 24153. Rev. Jack Rich-
ards, Jr., Pastor, Study 384-6720, Home  
427-1508. Sundays: Sunday School 9:45 
a.m.; Morning  Worship 11:00 a.m., Eve-
ning 6:00 p.m. Wed: 7:00 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting and Bible Study. 
RIDGEWOOD BAPTIST-703 Hem-
lock Road N.W. Roanoke, 342-6492. Roy 
E. Kanode, Pastor. Sunday School 9:45 
a.m., Morning Worship 11 a.m.,  Awanas 
5:15 p.m., Adult Bible Study and Youth 
Fellowship 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m.; Fellowship Meal 5:45 
p.m.; Praiz Kidz 6:00 p.m.; Family Night 
Activities 6:30 p.m. website: www.ridge-
wood-baptist.com. 
FELLOWSHIP COMMUNITY 
CHURCH - Kevin Wilson, Pastor, 387-
3200. Salem Campus: 1226 Red Lane Ex-
tension, Salem, Worship Times:  9:15AM 
& 11:00AM. North Campus: 7210 Wil-
liamson Road, Roanoke, Worship Times: 
9:15AM & 11:00AM. Southwest Campus: 
3585 Buck Mountain  Road, Roanoke, 
Worship Times: 9:15AM & 11:00AM.  
www.fcclife.org. 

BRETHREN
GREEN HILL CHURCH OF THE 
BRETHREN, 2699 Harborwood Rd 
(Ro.Co.) Salem, (540)389-5109, Email: 
greenhillcob@verizon.net, fi nd us on 
Facebook. Continuing the work of Jesus, 
Peacefully, Simply, Together. God’s Work 
.... Our Hands

CHURCHES OF CHRIST/CHRIS-
TIAN CHURCHES  

SALEM CHURCH OF CHRIST - 401 

Salem

To list your church, contact Randy 
Thompson at 540-230-1129 or  email 

advertise@ourvalley.org

WORSHIP  WORSHIP  
DIRECTORYDIRECTORYMamma Maria’s

ITALIAN  RESTAURANT

Specializing in Catering and Parties

389-2848 • 2025 West Main St., Salem / Exit 137 off I-81

West Main  Street. 540-389-2400. Minister 
Taylor Plott; Youth Minister Nathan Beard; 
10:00am Sunday Bible Study; 11:00am 
Sunday Worship Service; Wednesday Life 
Groups: 5:30 -7:00pm. For more info con-
tact the Church Offi ce. 
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST - 
1705 Starview  Drive, Salem. Minister Neil 
Richey,  389-9139, Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 
AM, Morning  Worship: 10:30 AM, Evening 
Worship: 6:00 PM,  Wednesday Bible Study, 
7:000 PM. 

CHURCH OF GOD/ANDERSON  
COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH- 
955 Bird Lane, Salem, Va 24153, 389-
5639. Pastor: Scott Hudson. Sunday School 
10:00AM, Worship 11:00AM; Bible Study 
6:00PM. 

CHURCH OF GOD/CLEVELAND  
SALEM CHURCH OF GOD - 600 Craig 
Avenue,  Todd Stiffl er, Pastor, 387-2068, 
Sunday School 9:30 am: Worship and Kids 
Church 10:30 am, Wednesday  Bible Study 
and Classes at 7:00 pm. www.salemcog. 
church 

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
  FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 712 
Front Ave. Salem, Pastor Dan Netting (540) 
389-6831.www.fi rstchristiansalemva.com. 
Adult and Children Sunday School - 9:45 
am, Worship - 10:45 am. Nursery Provided 
for both. Everyone welcome
FORT LEWIS CHRISTIAN CHURCH - 
2931  West Main Street, Salem, Interim Pas-
tor, Rev. Dr. John Dunstan,  380-4636. Web-
site: www.fl ccsalem. org. Sunday worship 
inside sanctuary and on zoom, 10:30 AM, 
mask wearing and social distance. 

ECKANKAR
ECKANKAR, THE PATH OF SPIRITU-
AL FREEDOM, is located at 1420 3rd St. 
SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  However, due to 
COVID-19, the Light & Sound Services and 
other ECK programs are currently available 
online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-va.
org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or 
call 540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We 
will return your call.  Also visit www.eck-
ankar.org for more information about how 
the teachings of Eckankar lead you to spir-
itual freedom.

EPISCOPAL 
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH - 42 
East Main Street, Salem, 389-9307. The Rev. 
Dr. David Compton. Sundays at 7:30am and 
10am. Holy Communion in church and live-
streamed on YouTube@StPaulSalemVa.

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
 COLLEGE EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH - 210 S. College Avenue, 
Salem VA 24153. Please visit our website 
www.collegelutheran.org for information 
on services. 

FOURSQUARE
theBRIDGE SALEM CHURCH - 4335 
West Main Street, Salem. 540-404-1414 | 
bridge.salem@icloud.com • www.salemva.
church Saturday service, 6pm (Nursery 
& Kids Church available). Mail: PO Box 
1954, Salem. Twitter/ Instagram: @thebri-

dgesalem Joey Lyons, Senior Pastor | joey@
salemva.church | 540-831-9864

INDEPENDENT
RESTORATION CHURCH - a Communi-
ty on Mission Following Jesus into the World 
- 10:10am Sundays at the Salem YMCA - 
1126 Kime Lane, Salem - 540-384-1601 - 
www.restorationsalem.org. Watch Live at: 
YouTube: Restoration Church-Salem, VA.  
Facebook: RestorationChurchSalem
NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION, 

U.S.A., INC.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH-226 South 
Broad Street, Salem. Rev. Melton Johnson, 
389-9648. Sunday School 9:30 AM, Sun-
day Morning Worship Service 11:00 AM, 
Wednesday Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
7:00 PM. 
SHILOH BAPTIST- 201 South Market 
Street, Salem,  Rev. Adrian E. Dowell, H) 
(389-0409). Sunday School at 8:30 a.m. 
(All classes) each Sunday online via zoom 
and church conference call line. Wednesday 
Adult Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. via zoom 
and church conference call line. Children’s 
Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. via zoom. Teen 
Talk Bible Study at 7:30 p.m. via zoom. Sat-
urday Men’s Bible Study at 7:00 a.m. via 
zoom. Saturday Intercessory Prayer Service 
at 8:00 a.m. via church conference call line. 
Sunday Women’s Bible Study Class at 8:30 
p.m. via zoom. In-person Worship on Sun-
day at 11:00 a.m. or worship with us on line 
via Facebook or on the church conference 
call line.  In person worship requires CDC 
guidelines for mask wearing and social dis-
tancing. Ushers are available to assist with 
seating.

PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS 
CHRISTIAN LIFE INT’L - 1 CLI Way, 
Salem,  Ryan Linkous, Pastor, 343-3801, 
Sunday Worship  Service 10:15 AM, (Chil-
dren’s Church and Nursery) Wed, MidWeek 
Service (Adult, Awaken Youth, Mpact Girls 
& Royal Rangers) 7 PM. Nursery Provided. 
Email: offi ce@clichurch.org. Find us on 
facebook. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 
SALEM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH- 
41 East Main Street, Salem, VA . 389-3881. 
Associate Pastor Rev. Janet Chisom, Inter-
im Pastor: Rev. Tupper Garden. In-Person 
Sunday School and worship has resumed at 
9:30 AM and 11:00 AM on Sundays or wor-
ship with us online live at www.salempres.
org, or Facebook, or YouTube. During in-
person attendance for Sunday School and 
worship we strongly encourage wearing a 
mask while inside the church due to COVID 
concerns.  

 UNITED METHODIST 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
- 125  W. Main St, Salem, VA. 540-389-5459. 
Pastor Alan  Combs, Traditional  Worship - 
8:45am, Sunday School - 9:45am,  Genesis 
Contemporary Worship 10am; Traditional 
Worship - 11:00am. www.fumcsalemva. org. 
LOCUST GROVE UNITED METHOD-
IST  CHURCH- 3415 Locust Grove Lane, 
Salem, 380-4303, Pastor Logan Hollenbeck. 
Each Sunday Traditional Worship 9:30 a.m.

REPUTATION 
Read Psalms 3:1-8; 69:1-36

Whenever a Christian public fi gure sins, or any of God’s peo-
ple sins, unsaved people inevitably cry, “Hypocrite! I won’t be 
a Christian if  that’s what they’re like!” As the body of Christ, 
when one of us sins, we all share in the bad characterization. 
Because we represent Christ to the world, our good or bad 
reputation refl ects on Him.

May those who hope in you not be disgraced because of me, O 
Lord, the Lord Almighty; may those who seek you not be put 
to shame because of me, O God of Israel (Psalm 69:6).

David had sinned before God, and was deeply repentant. Dav-
id’s main concerns were not that his transgression be concealed 
or that his reputation be saved. One of his foremost prayers 
was that God’s reputation and that of God’s people would be 
protected from disgrace and shame. Perhaps this is one of the 
many reasons why David was called “a man after God’s own 
heart.”

Prayer for Today: Holy Spirit, please help me to remember that 
secret sins are not secret. Please help me to focus on giving You 
a good name before the world and my fellow believers.

Quicklook: Psalm 69:1–6
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COMMUNITY SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

J.C. Taylor
REALTOR®

Diamond 
Sales
Award

716 West Main Street
Salem, Virginia 24153

Bus. (540) 387-0466
Cell (540) 397-2631
Fax (540) 389-0175
E-mail J5403@msn.com

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell

5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 

Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

HE KNOWS SALEM
HE

GETS
RESULTS
389-1100
George
Barker

• Municipal bonds
• CDs
• Money-market funds
• IRAs

. . .and much more! Call or drop by today!

individual investorsServing
• Stocks
• Mutual funds
• Bonds
• Government Securities

Member SIPC
Paul Curran, CFP®
Financial Advisor

23 W. Calhoun St.
Salem, VA 24153
389-2450

You don’t You don’t 
have to pay have to pay 
more for more for 
the best....the best....

You just You just 
get more!get more!

353-8661353-8661
Remax RealRemax Real
Estate OneEstate One

NEW LOCATION 
25 East Main Street

If you believe in your business and 
want to build it...

call Randy Thompson at 540-230-1129
advertise@ourvalley.org

ADVERTISE!

If you believe in your business 
and want to build it...

To place your ad, call 
Randy Thompson at 540-230-1129

ADVERTISE!

Like
Salem Times-Register

on Facebook

Want to keep up with local 
news, sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

Joe Curran, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

11 E Main St
Salem, VA 24153
540-404-4331
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Financial strategies.
One-on-one advice.

BUSINESS 
OF THE WEEK

BUSINESS 
OF THE WEEK

BUSINESS 
OF THE WEEK

Call Randy Thompson
540-230-1129

advertise@ourvalley.org
to reserve this space

J.C. Taylor
REALTOR®

Diamond 
Sales
Award

716 West Main Street
Salem, Virginia 24153

Bus. (540) 387-0466
Cell (540) 397-2631
Fax (540) 389-0175
E-mail J5403@msn.com

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, SALEM TIMES-REGISTER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO THE SALEM TIMES-REGISTER

SALEM TIMES~REGISTER

YOUR LOCAL NEWSYOUR LOCAL NEWS
JUST THE WAY JUST THE WAY 

YOU LIKE IT!YOU LIKE IT!

DIGITAL ONLY
DIGITAL

& PRINT PRINT ONLY

             Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$45.00 In County

$49.00 Out of County  $53.00 Out of State

One Year 
Digital Subscription 

$29.00

Yearly Print & Digital 
Subscription

$67.00

School Board approves initial 2022-2023 budget
Budget includes raised for teachers, support staff 

Th e Roanoke County 
School Board has approved 
an initial 2022-2023 
general fund budget of 
$172,114,823. Combined 
with twelve other specifi c 
purpose funds, the overall 
approved budget is 
$228,817,283. It is likely 
this budget will have to 
be revised, due to the 
lack of an approved state 
budget from the General 
Assembly. By law, school 
boards must approve a 
state budget by April 1 of 
each year.

“Once the General 
Assembly and the 
Governor settle on a fi nal 
state budget, we will go 

back and amend our 
budget as needed. We 
based our initial budget 
on the House of Delegates 
proposed state budget. 
Should the fi nal state 
budget include additional 
funding, the board will 
determine how to best use 
those additional funds,” 
said David Linden, 
chairman of the Roanoke 
County School Board.

As part of this initial 
budget, all employees will 
receive a fi ve-percent raise 
through scale shifts and/or 
step increases. In addition, 
nutrition associates will 
have the option to receive 
full-time health benefi ts, 

starting in July, and will 
receive a $500 retention 
bonus.

“We are grateful that the 
school board has continued 
their commitment to 
raising employee pay,” 
said Dr. Ken Nicely, 
superintendent of 
Roanoke County Public 
Schools. “We are hopeful 
the fi nal state budget will 
include additional funding 
that will help us provide 
even more support for our 
students and teachers.” 

Submitted by Chuck 
Lionberger, Director of 
Community Relations 

www.salemtimes-register.com
PHOTO BY TAYLOR WILCOX 
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STATEWIDE ADSSTATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION
’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Trustee's Sale 
3772 Lithia Road, 

Buchanan, VA 
24066 

(Parcel ID: 77-38B) 

Legals -     
Botetourt County

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during util-
ity power outages, so your home 

STATEWIDE ADS

Legals -     
Botetourt County

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call 
for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

LIVESTOCK SALES

Knoll Crest Farm Spring Bull 
and Female Sale, Saturday, 
April 9, 2022 at Noon. Featur-
ing 80+ Angus, Polled Hereford, 
Gelbvieh and Balancer Bulls. 40 
Elite Registered Angus, Hereford 
& Balancer Bred Heifers. 75+ 
Commercial Bred Heifers. Knoll 
Crest Farm, Red House, VA 434-
376-3567. Call or visit KnollCrest-
Farm.com to pre-register!

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you  ll 
your open positions! Promote job 

listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital Ad-
vertising Solutions reaching po-
tential candidates. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member.  HYPERLINK “ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 

https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and other  nal 
expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit  HYPERLINK “http://
www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974

Legals -     
Botetourt County

Dave Vanderpool, Manager

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

www.salemtimes
-register.com

Governor Youngkin names Director of 
Department of Conservation and Recreation

Governor Glenn Youngkin recently 
announced Matthew Wells as the next 
director of the Virginia Department 
of Conservation and Recreation. Th e 
DCR is Virginia’s lead natural resource 
conservation agency, overseeing the 
commonwealth’s natural habitat, parks, 
clean water, dams and access to the 
outdoors. 

“Matt Wells is a talented leader who 
understands what Virginians care about,” 
said Senior Advisor to the Governor 
Andrew Wheeler. “His extensive 
background in the public, private and 
non-profi t sectors, along with his proven 
ability to build broad coalitions, qualify 
him to guide the next phase of the agency’s 
work to protect our environment and 
make the commonwealth a great place to 
live and work.” 

Wells comes to DCR with two 
decades of experience in positions related 
to politics, policy and advocacy. Most 
recently, he was Senior Regional Manager 
for State Government Relations for 
WestRock, a global leader in sustainable 
fi ber-based packaging solutions. In this 
role, he oversaw the company’s legislative 
interests in environmental stewardship 
and sustainability, forestry, economic 
development and other issues across 
multiple states. 

He also brings substantial experience 
in state government. Before joining 
WestRock in 2016, Wells held senior 

analyst and special advisory positions 
with Virginia’s departments of Motor 
Vehicles and Alcoholic Beverage Control.

A strong proponent of water quality 
improvements and land conservation, 
Wells is currently chair of Virginiaforever, 
a coalition that brings the business and 
environmental communities together 
to advocate for shared natural resources 
funding priorities. Th ere, he spearheads 
a diverse group of environmental 
advocates and business leaders working 
to encourage greater spending on the 
environment by the Virginia General 
Assembly. 

He also serves on the board of the 
Virginia Chamber of Commerce and 
provides policy leadership for a wide 
array of groups and trade associations. 

At DCR, Wells is taking over for Frank 
Stovall, deputy director for operations, 
who has served as the agency’s acting 
director since January. 

“We owe Frank a great debt of 
gratitude for his excellent leadership of 
DCR during this transition,” Wheeler 
said. “Early in his tenure with the agency, 
he was tapped for this crucial interim role. 
Th anks to his management expertise, 
DCR thrived during this period.” 

“Matt is a dynamic leader who brings 
a wealth of knowledge, experience and 
passion to this role,” Wheeler continued. 
“I know that Frank and Matt will make 
an incredible team. I look forward to 

seeing what they accomplish in this next 
chapter.” 

Wells is ready to take on the 
opportunities and challenges that await. 

“I’m honored and humbled by this 
appointment,” Wells said. “DCR’s 
mission encompasses so much of 
what makes Virginia great: our best-
in-class parks, natural habitats and 
open spaces form the backbone of the 
commonwealth’s quality of life. At the 
same time, we have an important role 
to play in tackling some of the most 
pressing environmental challenges of 
the day, from ensuring that we meet our 
Chesapeake Bay obligations, to dealing 
with issues surrounding fl ooding and 
resiliency. I look forward to working 
with Governor Youngkin, Senior Advisor 
Wheeler, Acting Secretary Voyles and 
the fantastic team at DCR to make sure 
that we fulfi ll our mission to the people 
of Virginia, and that we meet these 
challenges head-on.”

Wells holds a degree in Foreign 
Aff airs from the University of Virginia 
and a Certifi cate in Sustainability from 
Virginia Commonwealth University. A 
30-year resident of Virginia, he currently 
lives in Henrico with his wife, Sara Rose 
Wells, and their fi ve-year-old son.

Submitted by Macaulay Porter, 
Office of the Governor
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MAKE AN 

“A”
IN 

ADVERTISING!

EXPENDITURES: FY 2023

FY 2022 Advertised Increase

GENERAL GOVERNMENT: Budget Budget (Decrease)

          Subtotal: 53,774,822$               58,347,124$                4,572,302$                         

Law Library 17,600$                      17,600$                       -$                                        

SCHOOLS:

        Subtotal: 128,813,860$             133,273,491$              4,459,631$                         

County Capital 3,580,645$                 3,644,973$                  64,328$                              

Debt Service 24,722,725$               24,722,725$                -$                                        

Economic Development 380,000$                    380,000$                     -$                                        

COUNTY TOTAL 211,289,652$             220,385,913$              9,096,261$                         

RESOURCES: FY 2022 FY 2023 Increase

Budget Advertised Budget (Decrease)

REVENUE:

General Undesignated Revenue:

     Total Undesignated Revenue

     Total Designated Revenue

     Total Fund Balance

TOTAL RESOURCES 211,289,652$             220,385,913$              9,096,261$                         

L E G A L N O T I C E
County of Montgomery, Virginia
Synopsis of Advertised Budget

for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2023
This budget synopsis is prepared and published pursuant to Section 15.2-2506 of Code of Virginia, for 
information and  scal planning purposes only.
A hearing will be held by the Board of Supervisors on April 7, 2022 at 6:15 P.M. at the County Govern-
ment Center Board Room, 755 Roanoke Street, Christiansburg, Virginia at which time any citizen of the 
County shall have the opportunity to attend and state his or her views on the advertised budget.
A copy of the Advertised Budget is available for inspection at the County Government Center, in the 
County Administrator’s Of  ce, 755 Roanoke Street, Christiansburg; the Blacksburg Library, 200 Miller 
St., Blacksburg; the Christiansburg Library, 125 Sheltman St., Christiansburg; the Meadowbrook Library, 
267 Alleghany Springs Road, Shawsville; the Blacksburg Community Center, 725 Patrick Henry Dr., 
Blacksburg; the Christiansburg Recreation Center, 1600 N. Franklin St., Christiansburg; the Blacksburg 
Municipal Building, in the Town Manager’s Of  ce, 300 S. Main St., Blacksburg; and the Christiansburg
Town Hall, in the Town Manager’s Of  ce, 100 E. Main St., Christiansburg.

(1) Real Estate Tax Rate based on $0.89 per $100 of Assessed Valuation.
Personal Property Tax Rate Based on $2.55 per $100 Assessed Valuation.
By Order of the Board of Supervisors:
F. Craig Meadows, County Administrator
County of Montgomery, Virginia

Services - 
Business

Hill Turner 
Landscaping 

Wanted - To Buy

Cash paid 
Coin Collections 

Or Indian artifacts 
540-988-2420 

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

*ESTATE SALE - 
BLOW OUT SALE - 

LAST CHANCE* 

Auctions

 

Farm Retirement 
Auction

Auctions For Sale - Furniture

Moving Sale 

Cemetery Plots & 
Monuments

For Sale 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

Legals - City of 
Salem

PUBLIC NOTICE 

jpa.permits@mrc.virginia. 
gov

Notice 

Legals - City of 
Salem

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

Deputy Clerk 
Botetourt County 

Circuit Court 

Help Wanted - 
General

Quality Inn Radford 

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Help Wanted  
Salem 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ004883-09-00 

Legals - 
Montgomery County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL22000468-00 

Legals - 
Montgomery County

To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

ADVERTISE!
To place a classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER HEADLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

JOHN’S CAMERAS & RECORDS 
213 Draper Rd. NW,  Downtown Blacksburg      

   

WE BUY USED VINYL RECORDS 
We pay top dollar for good classic rock vinyl records

WE BUY CAMERAS
We buy 35 mm and medium format cameras

25 Wendover Road, 
Daleville, VA 24083

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com



Page 10 • Thursday, March 31, 2022 • Salem Times-Register www.ourvalley.org

* Newly Renovated *
salemeastelectricroad.hamptoninn.com

Hampton Inn Salem East
 Electric oad  Salem     . .

It’s Also March Madness in the 
Real Estate Market!  I Can Help You Win!

        Max Darnall of 
Real Estate One in Salem

540-387-4200

Cell 540-580-7890
Office 540-375-9000
Fax 540-375-9284
Email dan@thegreensign.com
Website www.thegreensign.com

1636 Apperson Drive, Salem, VA 24153

Dan BrughJ.C. Taylor
REALTOR®

Diamond 
Sales Award

716 West Main Street, 
Salem, VA  24153

Bus. (540) 387-0466
Cell (540) 397-2631
Fax (540) 389-0175

E-mail J5403@msn.com

Jack D. Frye, Jr.
Real Estate Broker

G.R.I., C.R.S., C.R.B.

716 West Main Street, Salem
Bus: (540) 387-0466  •  Cell: (540) 580-7484

Fax: (540) 389-0175  •  Email: jfrye@aol.com

WINNER OF THE 
2022 CONTEST

from
MAC AND BOB’S 

RESTAURANT
AND A ONE YEAR FREE SUBSCRIPTION 

TO SALEM TIMES-REGISTER

$100will 
receive a

Gift 
Certificate

FINAL FOUR
New Orleans

If you would 
like to 
advertise in 
this space, please call 

Randy Thompson at 540-230-1129
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Larry Hall steps down from directing wrestling tournaments after 37 years
Valley wrestling icon was fi rst director of state tournaments at the Salem Civic Center and every one since

Larry Hall isn’t retiring from wres-
tling, he’s just stepping back from 
being in charge. After being a wrestler, 
coach, referee and tournament director 
for close to 60 years the sport is in his 
blood.

“Larry is ‘Mr Wrestling’ in Southwest 
Virginia,” said Carey Harveycutter, 
who worked closely with Hall during 
state tournaments when Carey man-
aged the Salem Civic Center. “He 
coordinated the VHSL events in Salem 
for over 20 years and coordinated the 
NCAA DIII Championship in Roanoke 
a few years ago. He has unbelievable 
skills in coordinating massive wres-
tling events.”

That’s what Larry is stepping away 
from. When he directed the Class 1,2 
and 3 state championships at the Salem 
Civic Center in February the “Big 
Dance” was his last dance.

“I told everyone I needed to get out 
of directing tournaments,” he said. “It 
takes a tremendous amount of time and 
I have some other things I need to deal 
with. I’ll still come watch and maybe 
be a scorer for them. I’ve always said 
the best seat for a match is to be the 
referee, and the next best is the score-
keeper.”

Larry has indeed been “Mr. 
Wrestling” in the Roanoke Valley and 
beyond for many years. He’s a charter 
member of the area wrestling Hall of 
Fame and a familiar face at most of the 
big tournaments in the area. He served 
as director for the Titan Toughman, 
the Big Orange, the Region 3D tourna-
ments and many other events in the 
past year and in prior years.

“Larry Hall has taken wrestling in 
the Roanoke Valley to where it cur-
rently is,” said Lord Botetourt coach 
Chuck Burton. “He has put in count-
less hours to our great sport and has 
done so with the best interest of the 

wrestlers at all times. He will surely 
be missed by many in the Roanoke 
Valley, but I'm sure he'll always be 
around if needed.”

No doubt, as Larry has been around 
or on the mats since he was a 95 pound 
sophomore at Northside High School 
in 1963. Ken Shelton, who is revered 
to this day by many as the father of 
wrestling in the Roanoke Valley, had 
just taken a job as the Viking coach. 
He would go on to build a strong pro-
gram at Northside and was a mentor to 
many as the sport took hold in the area.

“I was his first Northside wrestler to 
step on the mat, and I got his first win,” 
said Hall. “He was a fantastic coach. 
He taught me everything I knew.”

Shelton led the Vikings to three 
straight region championships in his 
first three years. Larry placed at the 
state when all schools in Virginia 
participated in just one tournament, 
and earned a partial scholarship to 
Appalachian State to wrestle in col-
lege. 

“Five of the 10 wrestlers on a very 
powerful Appalachian State team 
were from Northside,” said Hall, who 
joined former Vikings Dickie Myers, 
Ron Childress, Stan Parker and Ivan 
Winston on the Mountaineer mats. 
There he wrestled for another out-
standing coach, Steve Gabriel.

“He coached at Appalachian High 
School and never lost a match in 20 
some years,” said Hall. “His closest 
match was against Northside when I 
was on the team.”

Larry wrestled four years at 
Appalachian State and then served two 
years as a graduate assistant. It was 
at that time that he was introduced to 
another aspect of the sport, officiating.

“I was a junior in college and the 
coach asked me if I wanted to ref-
eree a high school match,” he recalls. 

“They had a win streak 
of 63 matches and that 
night they lost. Their AD 
was the former wrestling 
coach at the school and 
he comes in the lock-
erroom after the match, 
balls up the check and 
throws it at me and tells 
me to never come back 
again. I guess some peo-
ple just have to blame 
their losses on someone 
else.”

In 1970 Larry returned 
to Northside to succeed 
his mentor, Ken Shelton, 
as Vikings’ wrestling 
coach. Shelton had taken 
a job at the The Citadel 
as wrestling coach and 
professor and Larry kept 
the tradition alive. In his 
eight years as coach the 
Vikings won the Blue 
Ridge District all eight 
years and won the region 
four times.

“We had some really 
good teams,” he said. 

“Alot of the kids went to college and 
we had some All-Americans.”

In 13 years at Northside he coached 
golf, freshman football, girls’ track 
and tennis before moving to William 
Fleming for four years, where he 
coached soccer. He spent a year at 
James River as athletic director and 
assistant principal, then spent three 
years as principal at the Botetourt 
Technical Education Center. That 
was followed by 17 years as Director 
of Operations for Botetourt County 
Schools. 

During that time he never stepped 
away from the mats. He started offi-
ciating after he quit coaching, and in 
addition to doing high school matches 
he refereed at the Southern Conference 
Tournament and the NCAA Division 
III regional.

In 1987 the Virginia High School 
League held the Class 1 state tour-
nament at Natural Bridge High 
School and Larry was appointed as 
Director. Three years later he talked 
to Larry Johnson of the VHSL and 
Harveycutter about combining Class 
1 & 2 and holding it at the Salem 
Civic Center. That was 31 years ago 
and the civic center has been hosting 
state wrestling ever since, with Hall as 
Director. At one time the civic center 
had four classes all on the same week-
end, and most recently it has hosted 
Class 1, 2 and 3.

Times have changed during that 
time. When Larry started every-
thing was done on paper, and now 
everything is wireless with matches 
streamed for fans to watch on their 
computers. 

While a lot has changed, one thing 
has remained the same. . .Larry Hall 

has been in charge. Now, that will 
change as well.

“For the past 12 years there’s been a 
tournament about every weekend,” he 
said. “It’s gotten to where it just takes 
up too much of my time. They’re start-
ing in November and, with the col-
leges, it goes all the way into March.”

Larry’s patient wife, Debbie, will 
glad to see him at home on week-
ends. Their two daughters, Carla and 
Hollie, went to James River where 
Hollie played on a state championship 
softball team. Carla would sing the 
national anthem at the state champion-
ship finals.

“It’s hard on the family,” he said. 
“When Hollie scored her 1,000th point 
in basketball I didn’t get to see it.”

The local high school coaches 
appreciate what he’s done.

“Running a wrestling tournament is 
a thankless job -- if everything goes 
great no one notices but the minute 
something goes wrong everyone notic-
es,” said Glenvar coach Jason Cline. 
“Larry has been a staple of wrestling 
in Virginia for years and he's run a lot 
of great tournaments in the area.  

“One thing that lots of folks don't 
see is the time that he and his crew 
of workers devote to these tourna-
ments ends up generating dona-
tions that give local kids scholar-
ships through the Roanoke Valley 
Wrestling Association.  Every year 
that organization has given thousands 
of dollars toward wrestlers furthering 
their education and he's been lead-
ing that organization for as long as I 
can remember. Wrestling's an intense 
sport but Larry's always been a calm 
presence at the head scorer's table and 
the impact he's had on countless kids' 
lives is immeasurable.  He will be 
missed.”

Hall also served as Mayor of 
Buchanan for six years, and he’s 
currently serving as “Clerk of the 
Works” for the renovation project at 
Salem High School. 

Larry trained Tyler Deacon, the 
athletic director at Northside High, to 
take over the role of directing tourna-
ments. With Hall at his side Tyler 
directed the Region 3D tournament 
at Northside in February and Larry is 
comfortable turning over the reins to 
Deacon.

“In my 37 years working with the 
VHSL I’ve made so many friends 
in our wrestling family,” he said. “I 
think we’ve run great tournaments 
and we have the best officials, I’ve 
prided myself on that.

“It’s been a lot of work, but it’s 
been a lot of fun, too. To be at the 
state finals and see the lights go out 
and the red and green smoke as they 
enter the arena to be introduced and 
try to win a state championship, that’s 
just great fun. It’s something I really 
enjoy, and I’m still planning to be 
there.” 

Larry(center) surveys the action at this year's state Class 1,2 and 3 tournaments in his familiar perch high above the Salem 
Civic Center floor. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Hall won the first match coached by legendary Northside 
coach Ken Shelton when Larry was a sophomore on the 
Vikings wrestling team.

Larry Hall enjoys his last weekend of directing state wrestling at the Salem Civic 
Center in February. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Above, Lily Golusky rides the mechanical bull at the Sox Fest 
event at Salem Memorial Ballpark on March 19. Right, these 
fans had a smoother ride when they boarded the "Cactus Joe 
Choo Choo" for a trip around the ballpark grounds.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Different kind of rides



Page 12 • Thursday, March 31, 2022 • Salem Times-Register www.ourvalley.org

Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

Sports
T h u rs d ay,  M a rc h  3 1 ,  2 0 2 2

Limit One Per Customer
Expiration Date: APRIL 30, 2022

Haley Has It For Less...
                For Salem!

1530 Courtland Road NE,

$100 Off Your Best Deal!

Haley Toyota

It’s spring break for Salem and Roanoke County schools and there is a limited 
schedule of activities this week.

The only game at the beginning of this week was a Tuesday Salem High base-
ball game with Hidden Valley. Today, The Glenvar girls soccer team is at Eastern 
Montgomery.

On Friday the Salem High baseball team will host Blacksburg in a 7 pm sched-
uled game. The Glenvar boys are home for a soccer game Friday.

Things get back to normal next week. On Monday the Salem boys’ lacrosse 
team is at Cave Spring for a game and the softball team is at Blacksburg. The 
Glenvar girls are at Auburn for soccer.

On Tuesday, April 5th, it’s a big day for high school sports. Salem is home 
to Cave Spring for softball, girls’ soccer and girls’ tennis while the Spartans are 
at Cave Spring for baseball, boys’ soccer and boys’ tennis. Glenvar will take on 
Northside teams with the softball and girls’ tennis at home and the baseball and 
boys’ tennis at Northside, with the tennis playing at Walrond Park.

On Wednesday, April 6, the first track meet of the season has Salem at 
Christiansburg. The lacrosse teams take on Franklin County with the girls at home 
and the boys in Rocky Mount.

Glenvar has a big day next Wednesday as well. The baseball and softball teams 
are both in Christiansburg for games while the girls and boys soccer teams play a 
doubleheader in Galax.

Light schedule of high school games
as teams take off for spring break

Salem's Ben Bowers rips an RBI hit to break up a shutout and help Salem beat James 
River in a recent baseball game. The Spartans will be at home against Blacksburg 
Friday evening in one of the few high school games this week. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Three Glenvar High School seniors were celebrated in the GHS gym on March 16 as they announced their college choices to continue their education and participate in 
sports. Left, Savana Luper(white shirt) is headed to King College to play softball. Here Savana is surrounded by Glenvar High teammates. Right, Kirsten Crouch(left in 
photo) and Delaney Eller are both headed to Emory & Henry. Kirsten will be a cheerleader for the Wasps while Eller will be on the track and field team.

Highlanders announce college choices 

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Red Sox have full schedule of promotions as they prepare to open April 8th
The Salem Red Sox, the Low-A affiliate of the 

Boston Red Sox, will have a season full of exciting 
promotions as the team prepares to open on April 8th.

Salem will host the Lynchburg Hillcats in the 
weekend series, with games at 7:05 pm Friday, 1:05 
pm Saturday and 5:05 pm Sunday. Opening night 
will feature games, a food truck and a disc jockey.

Season tickets and single game tickets are on sale 
now. Starting at just $12, Salem Red Sox single-
game tickets are now available online or by calling 
(540) 389-3333. Seniors (65 years or older), military, 
and children (12 years and under) will receive a $2 
discount. Season ticket packages are still available 
for purchase starting at just $126.

Silver Slugger packages, designed for seniors ages 
65 or older, are back for the 2022 season. Starting at 
just $40, the package includes one ticket to each of 
the 10 Silver Slugger games and an exclusive Silver 
Slugger hat. The 2022 Silver Slugger game dates are 
slated for; 4/9, 4/19, 5/20, 5/30, 6/4, 6/22, 7/12, 8/4, 
8/20, and 9/9.

The popular Salem Red Sox Kids Club returns to 
provide an affordable youth package. Starting at just 
$40, members will receive 10 undated youth tickets, 
exclusive Salem Red Sox Pop It Fidget, unlimited 
Kids Zone entry, Kids Club ice cream social and 10% 

off birthday parties and team store.
The Salem Red Sox game times are set for 7:05 

p.m. Tuesday-Friday, 6:05 p.m. on Saturday, and 
5:05 on Sundays. The Red Sox will hold two day 
games on Tuesday at 11:05 a.m. (May 3rd and June 
14th), and four 1:05 p.m. day games (April 9th, May 
30th, July 13 and September 11th) throughout the 
season.

Thirsty Thursdays are back all season long and are 
sponsored by Bud Light. Each Friday night contest 
includes post-game fireworks (with the exception 
of August 5). Sundays will feature “Kids Run the 
Bases” after each game. Bark in the Park will return 
this season with nine designated dates (4/21, 5/4, 
5/19, 6/2, 6/22, 7/14, 8/3, 8/18 and 9/8).

As 2022 unfolds, numerous theme nights and 
giveaways are guaranteed to keep fans entertained all 
season long. Among the notable highlights:

Opening Weekend Block Party on Saturday, April 
9th featuring games, food trucks, and a DJ.

Frontline Appreciation Night on Friday, April 
22nd featuring post-game fireworks

Halfway to Halloween on Saturday on April 23rd, 
including trick-or-treaters before the game. Gates 
open at 5p.

Education Day on Tuesday, May 3rd. First pitch is 
slated for 11:05 a.m.

STEAM night (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts, and Mathematics) on Friday, May 6th presented 
by Branch Group. 

May 7th, featuring a T-Shirt giveaway.
Mothers Day on Sunday, May 8th featuring flow-

ers, a photo booth and “mom”osas.
 Teacher Appreciation night on Friday, May 20th 

to show how much our educators mean to our com-
munity.

Memorial Day on Monday, May 30th calls for a 
1:05 p.m. first pitch and $1 hot dogs.

Pride Night is back on Thursday, June 2nd featur-
ing a Pride Walk during the game.

Fairy Tale Night on Friday, June 3rd calls for 
showing off your best princess dress and crown at 
the game. 

Transportation Night on Saturday, June 4th featur-
ing a one-of-a-kind bobblehead.

Camp Day on Tuesday, June 14th to host summer 
camps and special groups.

90’s Night on Friday, June 17th featuring every-
one’s favorite throwbacks, a fanny pack giveaway 
and fireworks presented by Glo Fiber.

African American Heritage Night on Saturday, 
June 18th.

Fathers Day on Sunday, June 19th featuring a 
chance to play catch on the field after the game.

Faith & Family Night on Wednesday, June 22nd.
Beach Night on Thursday, June 23rd gives fans a 

chance to listen to the Island Trio Music Band before 
the Red Sox take the field.

Copa de la Diversion (Hispanic & Latin American 
Heritage Night) on Friday, June 24th.

Christmas in July is Saturday, July 16th featuring 
Santa Claus himself and a snow globe giveaway.

Small Business Night on Friday, July 22nd includes 
fireworks and a chance for small businesses to show-
case their business.

National Night Out on Tuesday, August 2nd.
Area 51 on Thursday, August 4th featuring a 

T-Shirt and glow stick giveaway.
Tyler the Amazing Balancing Act and Mugsy’s 

Birthday is Friday, August 5th featuring a mascot 
race.

College Night ft. Virginia Tech on Thursday, 
August 18th gives students a chance to catch a game 
before classes start.

Elevation Night on Friday, August 19th featuring 
post-game fireworks.

Hockey Night & Cancer Awareness Night with 
Teddy Bear Toss on Thursday, September 8th featur-
ing the Railyard Dogs.

Fan Appreciation Night on Friday, September 9th 
featuring a mystery bobblehead giveaway.

Country Night on Saturday, September 10th.
First Responder Appreciation Day on Sunday, 

September 11th with a 1:05 p.m. scheduled first pitch.

Kids enjoy the "Balloon Man" at the Sox Fest at Salem Memorial Ballpark on March 19. The event was a chance 
for fans to buy tickets, souvenirs, concessions and have some fun prior to the April 8 season opening game. 
More photos on page 13. PHOTO BY BRTAN HOFFMAN
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