. Fac-simiLe of THE AVERY LETTERs.—We
liave seen the fac-similes of these letters in the
hands of the intonded publisher, and was aston-
ished at their perfcct ressmblance ; the nicest in-
spection cunnot discover the slightest variation
from the originals in the office of the Clerk ofthe
Supreme Court, with which we compared them.
Wo recommend them to the attention of every
one wha has or shall have a copy of the trial, or
of ‘Aristides.” There are but few who doubt the

' guilt of the man, but when tho letters attributed
to kimn are examined and compared with his ac-

knowlcdged letters, there “will rot be left a loop
to hang a doubt upon.”

It is conceded by all, chat whosoever was the
writer of the letters to Sarah Maria Cornetl, was
accessary to her murder. Thoe object in publish-
ing the fac-similes is to enable overy one who
chooses to examine, compare, and dctermine for
himself—those remaining in doubt after sceing the
fac-similes, or are “convinced against their will,"”
may remain of the ‘‘same opinion still.””  Those
whose doubts are removed will pronounce him
guilty, his legal acquittal notwithstanding.

The letters will be published on paper exactly
similar to that on which they were writlen—the
yeliow letter on yellow, and the pink letter on
pink paper, tc - “serve their oxact similarity.
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A FAC-SIMILE

OF THE

LETTERS

PRODUCED AT THE TRIAL OF THE

REV. EPHRAIM K. AVERY,

ON AN INDICTMENT FOR THE MURDER OF

SARAH MARIA CORNELL,

TAREN WITIX QRBAT CARB,

- BY PERMISSION OF THE _
HON.SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT OF RHODE ISLAND

FROM THE

ORIGINAL LETTERS,

IN THE OFrICE OF THE CLEREK OF SAID COURT,

BY DAVID MELVILL,

OF NEWPORT:

State of WHove=Xslany, to Wit :

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the 30th day of September, Anno Domini, one thousand eight hun-
dred and thirty-three, Davip MeLviLy, of said District, deposited in this office the title of a book, the title of
which is in the following words—‘A Fac-Simile of the Letters produced at the trial of the Rev. Ephraim K.
Avery, on an Indictment for the Murder of Sarah Maria Cornell, taken with great care, by permission of the
Hon. Supreme Judicial Court of Rhode-Island, from the Original Letters in the office of the Clerk of said
Court, by David Melvill, of Newport, 1833”’—the right whereof he claims as proprietor, in conformity with an

Act of Congress entitled ‘“An Act to amend the several Acts regpecting Copy Rights.
BENJ. COWELL, Clerk

Of the Rkode-Bsland District.
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“\ 2. A letter from Sarah M. Cornell to Rev. Ira M. Bidwell, Fall-River.
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; Miss Sarah M. Connell, Fall-River, and found inher trunk,
\ 4. A letter from Sarah M. Cornell to her friends, addressed to her brother-in-law, M. Grindall Ray-
N son, South Woodstock, Conp,
5 5. A letter attributed to E. K. Avery, handed to the Engineer of the steamboat King Philip, at Provi-
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oy 6. Extracts of an acknowledged letter from E, K. Avery to Rey. Ira M. Bidwell, Fall-Riyer; place of
| - date and signature cut off
e~ 7. A letter deposited in the Post Office at Fall River, Dec. 8, attributed to E. K. Avery, directed to
e Miss Sarah M. Connell, Fall River, marked 1 ¢t and delivered to her from the Post Office, the
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o 8. A Noteona small piece of paper, found in hex band-box—the size and form delineated and apnexed

- to her letter (No, 4,) to her friends, for the convenience of comparing it with her known hand wri-

e ting—written with a Jead pencil.
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was suspected of the Murder, and before he was apprehended for examination, at Bristol, R. 1.
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TO THE READER.

The object, in publishing the enclosed fac-simile of the letters produced at the trial of Ephraim K. Avery,
for the murder of Sarah Maria Cornell, is to gratify the desire, daily expressed, to see and compare the ac-
knowledged hand writing of E. K. Avery with the letters attributed to him, and found in her trunk, and also
to compare the known hand writing of Sarah M. Cornell, with the note found in her band-box, after her death,
and to enable all who desire it to satisfy themselves of their authorship. To assist in examining and compar-
ing the hand writing, a few references are annexed:—

Note 1st.—The letters, attributed to E. K. Avery, are all directed to Miss Sarah M. €onnell, instead of
CornELL; observe the superscription of those letters, and compare them with her name, as written by him, in
his letter to Rev. Mr. Storrs, 6th line from top.

2d.—See tine written for fume, in his letter to Rev. Mr. Storrs, 4th line, and again in the 9th line from the
top; compare those with the same word in the yellow letter, 5th line from the bottom.

3d.—Observe the space between the down stroke of inany of his letters, and the hair stroke of the following
letter; this singularity is so common to all the letters, as well acknowledged as attributed to him, that it needs
no particular reference, except to observe that it is most frequent in the Pink Lciier, sent by the Engineer of
the steamboat King Philip, in which the greatest effort was evidently made by the writer, to disguise his com-
mon hand writing.

4th.—The Pink Leiter, named above, commences with a capital I, and there is one in the next line; the
small i is afterwards used throughout the letter, as a personal pronoun. Compare those capital I’s with those
in any of the letters, acknowledged or attributed.

5th.—Observe that he uses no punctuation, in any of his letters, except a straight line at the end of his sen-
tences, thus .

6th.’—Compare the word haste, which terminates the yellow letter, with the same word, at the end of the ex-
tracts from his letter'to Mr. Bidwell.

7th.—Observe his g and y, at the end of words, and his small d, formed, almost unifermly, like cl. g

8th.—Observe his singularly formed ¢, in the middle of words, as in ‘““reccive,” and “‘reject,” in his letter to,
My Storrs, 11th line, and the same in the Pink Letier, from Providence, twice inthe word ‘“circumsiances,”
6th line, and almost umformly throughout the letters.

9th.—Compare the date of the letter to Miss Connell, put into the post office at Fall-River, (Dec. 8th) with
the datc of the letter to Mr. Bidwell, and also with the same in his letter to Mr Drake.

10th.—The acknowledged letter, from E. K. Avery to the Rev. Ira M. Bidwell, is written on paper of the
same color, size and quality, precisely as if it came out of the same quire, with that on which the letter is writ-
ten to Sarah M. Connell, and sent by the steamboat King Philip, from Providence. It is lithographed on
while paper to distinguish it from the latter, which is commonly designated the ¢“Pink Letter.” 1t is worthy of
remark, here, that all the acknowledged letters, (except that to Mr. Bidwell,) viz: One to Mr. Storrs, and the
one to Rev. Mr. Drake, and all those attributed to him, written to ¢ Sarah JM. Connell,”” are written on half
slieets of paper, and that they are folded precisely in the same way, which brings the superscription on the out-

side, near the bottom of the letter. |2c7>See dotted lines.
For the convenience of comparing the Note, found in Miss Cornell’s band-box, the fac-simile of it is annex-

nexed to her letter to her friends. It may be compared also with her letter to Rev. Mr. Bidwell.

Ist.—The If end I, with which the note commences, frequently occur in her letters, and there is almost a
fac-simile of the [, in the sixth line fron the end of her letter, to which it is annexed.

2d.—Comparc her signature to the note, with her signature to her letters, and particujarly to her name, writ-,
ten at the commencement of her copy of the yellow letter, in her letter to her friends.

8d.—The name of Avery in the note, compare with the same, in the same letter, 6th line from the top.

4th.—Compare the w, in the words will, know, where, in the 2d and 3d line of the note, with thcse in the
letter to her friends, as well as that to Rev. Mr. Bidwell.

Note.—The letter acknowledged by Mr Bidwell to be in the hand writing of E. K. Avery, has the sig-
naturc and place where dated, cut out; which Mr. Bidwell stated in Court he cut out himself, to shew the Ed-
itor of the Fall River Recorder, (from whom it was obtained, and produced at Court) asit related to some pub~
lication which had appeared in that paper. The subject is notat all connected with this—and a few extracis
only are made from it, to show similarity of hand writing, mode of punctuation, underscoring, &c.




CERTIFICATES.

‘The subscribers, having carefully examined the original letters produced at thg trial of Ephraim K. Avery,
who was charged with the murder of Sarah Maria Cornell, before the Supreme Court, at Newport, R. L. with
the copies thereof made by David Melvill, for the purpose of being Lithographed:—do certify that they ex-
hibit a fac-simile of said letters, which can scarcely be distinguished from the originals.

Dutee J. Pearce,

S. Canoone, Caslier of the Newport Bank.

Nicroras G. Boss, Cashicr of the R. 1. Union Bank.
Newport, R. I. Sept. 27, 1833.

1 hereby certify, that I have examined the copies taken by David Melvill of the letters produced at the tri-
al of Ephraim K. Avery, on an indictment before the Supreme Court of Rhode-Island, for the murder of Sa-
rah Maria Cornell, and carefully compared them with the original letters in my office, and find them correct;
and I further certify: That-the said copies exhibit a very perfect fac-simile of the original letters.

Gro. C. Mason, Clerk S. J. Court.

Newpoit, R, 1. Sept. 28, 1833.
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PUBLICAN H

 PROVIDENCE.
DAY, DEC. 29, 1832.

Tus Tivivrey Munpur.—Very litils furilier
upon this subject reuches us direct froin Bristol,
but it appears the Fall River and New-Bedford
editorsarestill furnislied with details, We have
not the slightest wish to excito any prejudices a-
gainst the unhappy man, whe is the subject of
this decp and rigid investigition, and have pub-
lished nothing in relation to it more than has
been given by our cotomporaries. The New-
Bodfurd Gazette of Monday lust, says ¢ The ex-
amination of witnesses on Friday added conside-
rable to the evidence of his [Avery’s] guilt. A
hindkerchiof fuun I near the curpse has been iden-.
tificd as belonging to the prisoner.”  The same
paper also contains the subjuined letters, which
were addressed to the deceascd female, They
are alleged to liave been written by Avery, and
were found among her effects.

Y “Wanrnen, Nov. 1dth, 1831,
“T have justrecrived vaour letter siiih no small sur-
prise, and will say I will do as you ask, only keep
your seerels T wish yunto write ‘e as Soon as you
Z=t this, naming some time and place witere I shall

sue you,and then look fur an auswer before I come,
and I will say whether convenieat or not, and 1 will
say the tune. [ will keep your letter tili [ seo you, and
wish you to keep ming,. and have them at the time.’
rite soun; say nothing to any one.  Yours. 1n haste,”
“Provivexcr, Nov. 1832, f
“ DEAR SisTeR—T rocuived Yuur letter in due lilne,’
and should have answered 1t befire now, but thaug!it |
I wauld wait ull opportuntty.  As Iioid you I am wil- l
ling to help vou, wnd do for you. A eireuinstances are, |
I should ratlier yuou wonld-coma 1o this place, viz. Brise
tol, in the staze, the 18:h of December, and then stup
atthe hotel, and stay il six in (fe evening, and then go
up directly aciass the Maimi-sire o1, to 2 brick buiiding
near the sione miceting house, where I'will incet vou
aud tak with vou.  When You mop at the tavern, ei-
ther inguize fin Wark, e go ot an pretencesnf lovking
tur KoM, ac s else, and J inay seo you. Suy
nothing ahoat e or wv frnilv, . Sivould §i stormn on the
nizht of the 18:h, come an the 20, If you caunot
come, aud it wildbe inira convenient to meet me at tho
Methodist nee jue house in Summersel, just aver the
ferrv, on either the ab ve evenings, T will neet you
there at 1he snine hour; orif vou cinnat do eitery |
will coma 1o Fit Liver one ofiive ahove evenings, back
of the same wecting house where [ once saw you, at!

any hotiFvou siy, on either of e ahove evenings,
when there will o 5t : assiogs I zhould think be-
fooen 2he mill stog s Lol leave with you, I
Wil coma 1T dies gt sinem vory hard,  Ifit does the
first, Uweill cane che second. Wone me soong and tell
me which, when you write. Direet your letlers (o
Diss Briey Hu, tal. - Remember this. Your
lust letter Ly airaid o sbroken. Wen vaur calash,
and not your plam tune. Yuu may send your letter
by maii.» “Yours, &e.? i
3 Fau, River, Dee. 8, 1832,
re onthe 2h, if pleasant, atthe place
nanied wt six o Ky it not picasaul, the Monday
e¥entig.  Say noihing.?
Tiie Buisey il meutioned g
infirm old Ia iy residiag in
whom all her lu

bove, i5 stated to be an
family of Avity, Ly
he post office.

"ES were taken

55> [CovstusicaTen:]

Mr. Simons—1I saw in the papers a few days
ago that the Rev. M. Avery waw arrested in |
Bristol connty, fir u crime alleged to have been’
committed” in Newport County, and that while |
before Levi Haile and John Howe Esy’'s. for cx- |
amination,the counsel for the State moved to mkel
the prisbuer iulo Newport county, accarding to
law, fur examination, and that the aforesaid Justi- !
ces refused to do so. 1 have seen in my day a
good deal of ‘the glorious uncertainty of the law,’
but still I thought there were some fuw points |
settlod nem. con. but if (he above construction of’
the plainr words of the statute, limiting the power
of justicesto crimes “done and committed in their
counties,” is corract, 1 must confess we are all
afloat again, and there is no foundation of luw on
which to rase a superstiucture,

LEX LOCI.
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Tur Meroen. Bince the publication of ouf
last paper, we regret to say, that nothing lres
trauspired, to favor the belief, that the unfortun-
ate femule, whose lifeless body was found sus-
pended by the neck, came to her death by her
own handl ; bet that she was inhumanly murder-
el by some diabolical wretch, and that suspicion
has strongly fastened uponr Avery, [not Avenll,'
us named in the previous m-counl] l.t."'erv man,
however, is presumed to be nmoccnl until tho!
centrary is proved, so that nothing should be saidy
which might prematuarely prejudice the public
tind. YWe do notiutend to invade this privilege,
but such is the public anxiety fur intelligence on
this subject, that we deem it praper to fay before |
our readers such accounts as may be published by i
our neighbors,together with such ficts as we may
gather fiom nndeubied sonrces.  The first of the
subjoined articles is copied from the Fall River.
Recorder, of Wednesduy last, the otlier from the
Providence Amorican of Thursday. !

{&rom the Full Ricer Recorder.]

n[clnucle frent. A young female, named
Sarzn M. Cornell, was, on triday morning last,
ﬁ.und dead, h.m«'mt'b the neck by means of'a
small cord f.xmcm‘u 1o a stake in a fence enelosing

a stack of hay, on land of Capt. Richard Durfisc,
in Tiverton, a little South of this village. Thc
girl belonged 1o Woodstock,”(Cona. )d“d had re-
sicded in this place but a short time.  Sho had left
the factory in which she was emnployed, the eve-
ning pres vions,about 6 o'clock. A j jury of inquest
was empnmclled on the day the body was found,
(esaiyiding Wiz siseeame 1o her death 5
Sue persen or persons Lo them unknown. Sothe
farther evidence having been elicited, an examin-
sition was had on I\](HI(I‘I_}' by amother j jury, who
rendered a verdict in amonant as fullowws: That she
Game to her death by means of strangulaiion, and
from strong ¢ cumstan tial endvm,e, it is "1"

opinion of Tire jury of inguest, ti:at ihe Rtev.
phraim I, Avery, of Bristol, Rhode istand, w
~principal or accessury to her (‘cu
+ Whether the pers
ted or uot, in the act of her &
to be shown ;3 bat tiere 'n (i:'r:nmslru‘c‘ ¢
cenngeted with 1his trins o Lut o shiade ligs
erin guilt, ihan the st aet ofthe moarniul &
v, i which there can be but litde doubt of
1 conrerned,

We nnderstand that Mr. Avery ic under arrest,
and will shartly be brought helore the authorities
of ‘Piverton fur examination.  ln tiv mean time,
every exertion is walang by the ciiizens of Tiv-
erton, and of this town, T coltect evidenees i the :
case, and we venture to predict, thal when the
sviste aifiir sbhall have been wnravelied wnd
klo nght Lo l t, it will ba fonnd to he a most foul

net e deed. T citemeni i Uiy
WY, iR conseq :tion, is

},’*u‘\x"mm

be

.

[Lram the Providence Jmericie]
Tihie (‘anﬂ”r\ll()ll of Rev. Mre. Avery is il in
rogiesa at Beistol, and we learn that it is ;-ruh :-
{;ln will ke up the remainder of the wenk,—
‘e excitement is unprecedenied, and the Court-
housa whire the examination is nrnlnu o is con-
tinually throngad.  The w mu'wvﬁ ¢ .nmml are
the persas who found tie .m(ly llu' rorencr who
presided at the iquest, the pirysician wito esam-
med the ¢ 8, aud the Eagineer of the sicam-
hoat Km,} ilip. wio conveved a letter to tha
diceasiel. We farther learn froia a & ntleman

froin Bristol this nining what thanal the prisoncr |

denied having written the lette 1y the Bnginee r‘

]

]

of the Kinge Philip officed that o was given Lim
by the prisoner, and that he delivered it to the
duc:

so appeared” thai tha prisoner lelt Bris t.»l
At by ree o'eleek s on Thursdy

noun, and refurted again to the ferry at nlt p 5!
ik, 00 fie waty howte 5 appearcd Lo be in great

to reach Bristol and offered w pay double
eon, o conditinn of heingsput aeross imme-
diately. ‘Ile ferryman refu to cress with him
tiiat night, and he Temained il morning.  Abeut
RiX 0 ciuck that evening. i3 voung wownn tefi
thie fiartory in which she worked, (.nl on Friday
morning was fHund dead, in tire maimer before
pll.)uk‘ld'].
he p

e in m

any satisthclury evide

od that during this time, he
uit of eoal,kat was st shcw by
¢ wheare lie waa, or lm“
i< tinte was einplosed 5 which is singular to say
the least.  Thesis und an hall hotirs,w amply |
suflicient tine, to admitof his going to Fall River, |
tavrying there for some time |tlcr sixo'c |()C|\,'lnf|
returaing lo the Ferry as stated. A vast mahilude
attended at Bristol Ve ay, and seemed deter-
wined 1o take the prisoncr back with them by
force ; deslaring that they would have hin, deadl

%
L.

or alive ; irut were prevented. {
ey " 1

From vesterday’s American. 1

THE EXAMINATiON & Bruston - \ the |

alditional information we have been.abln to ob- |
tain from Bristol to. day, is, that the examination
of Mr. Avery isstjlt in progress, and that “aot
an eighth martof the witnesses- have been ex-
amined.” =

Williziny R, Staples, Bsg. f{ur the prosecution,
maved yesterday, that the p"isﬁher he renoved
to Tiverton ftor farther examimnation, on the
ground that the crimae baving been cominitted
theve. the examination should tuke plaes o the
county of New port, The niotion was u')pusx-(l
by Blassrs. Bullock and '{.n\duh.n for e prwun-
er, and tha Gt derermined thatihe iion
should be coneludad at Bristol.

o
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From the Hariford Times Get. 17.

'E. K. Aoery is, we understund preaching in
| different places i this vicinity lo the annoyaunce
of the community, & against the wishes of many
jof the-more reflecting and worthy members of
the methodist church. MWe cannot understand
‘lee object which this man has in view nor the
i motives of his advisers. The methodist church
i does not need such pillars to sustuin it. It has |
| other clergymon, resting under no imputations, |
| and against whom there can be no excitement,
[ that can support its cause, and whom all believe
jworthy to preach the gouspel. 'There are, how-
| ever many fathers who will not feel at ecase if
aware that theic daughters are listening to tho
| precepts of this man, and what husband will
choose to commit his wife to his protection ? |

There is a fecling abroad agninst Mr. Avery|
which cannot be overcome, and which it is not
;only useless butwicked to try to suppress. Itis
a sentiment creditable to our nature, and which
clevates the human character.

The poor girl who looked to him for advice |
and counsel and whose crrors may be forgiven, !
though her wrongs cannot be forgoiten, perished
under circumstances that excited the sensibilities |
of the whole community. T'he belief is univer-
that she was murdered, indeed it cannot he oth-
erwise when the circumstances are exumined.—
Mr. Avery was arrcsted as the inurderer, was
bailed and fled, was retaken, tried and six thou-
sand dollars were expended on his trial, probably
not for bribes but to defend him,and at length he
was by the jury acquitted. “Thore were how-
@ver, circumstances unexplained, and facts un-
contradicted, that were thought conclusive, and
though the court did not convict, public opinion
remained unchanged.

Under these circumstances, it would have
been well if Mr. Avery had retired from the pul-
pit, where his labors could not benefit himself
nor public virtue. While at a distance, and the
excitement was highest against him, there was
nothing said to his prejudice in this quarter; and
Jyis trial, and the fucts eveloped were not publish-
ed. Decency we thought forbade it. But it
seems that availing himself of this lenity and the
want of correct information, in consequence of]
the silence that has been obezerved, he resorted
10 this neighborhood to continue his labors as a
preacher. We are sorry to hear it, for it is rais-
1ng a storm that he and his coadjutors will find it
difficult to allay. In sayingthis we do not speak
without knowledge. There is discontent and
dissatisfaction springing up in consequence of his
ministerial Jabors that wiil if presisted in, occasion
difficulty. IF his brethren, are any of them so
indiscret as to insist on sustaining him as a
preacher, let him for heavens sake retire to some
distant region, were the incidents of the stack
yard are unknown, and the name of Sarah Maria

ornell was never heard.
[

REPUBLICAN HERALD.
PROVIDENCE,
SATURDAY, OCT. 19, 1833.

raim K. Avery, is pursuing his ministerial la-
bors in Canaan, Columbia co. N. Y. and that he

‘iz supported by the Metliodist clergy in  that vi-

cinity. .





