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MITRA SHARAFI Captain Joseph B. Cook set sail for Africa at the worst possible time. The rainy season along the African west coast falls between May and August, when tomados and malaria ravage the coastline. 1 Cook steered the brig 
Nancy out of the port of Providence, Rhode Island, on 29 March 1793. It would take about six weeks to reach Africa, such that he must have arrived just when the rains and winds became torrential.2 It was a bad start to what would become an even worse voyage - Cook's first slaving voyage aboard the brig Nancy, and probably his second slaving voyage generally. Cook loaded the Nancy with a full cargo of 121 Africans on the Upper Guinea coastline somewhere between Senegambia and Sierra Leone. He then sailed south-west across the Atlantic, bound for the Dutch port of Suriname on the north-east coast of South America. In the early months of 1794, the New England public would read that during the middle passage there had been a slave revolt aboard the brig Nancy.3 The revolt failed - Cook and his crew suppressed it without loss of life on their side. But they did kill 'a number'. of Africans, undoubtedly a regrettable financial loss from the perspective of the Nancy's Providence owners, Zachariah and Philip Allen. The revolt occurred amidst a swirl of revolutions proclaiming the natural liberty of man. The American Revolution was less than 20 years in the past. The French Revolution was an even more recent memory.4 The slave revolution in Saint Domingue (now Haiti) was raging as the Nancy's revolt occurred. Inspired, abolitionists garnered public support, not least of all in Providence, Rhode Island, where the Brown family found itself divided between sons John Brown, a leading slave-trader, and Moses Brown, leader ·· of the Rhode Island abolitionist movement. 5 In the fall of 17-87, ·an ·anti­slave-trade bill that Moses Brown had initiated by petition breezed throughboth houses of the stat� '-'legislature, to the delight and disbelief ofabolitionists. It prohibited Rhode Island residents from participating in the
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72 SLAVERY AND ABOLITION 
slave-trade. The penalty for violation was a fine of £1,000 (Rhode Island old 
tender)6 and £100 for each slave.7 From then on, Rhode Island slave dealers 
would be traders in a doubly black market. The 1787 Act transformed 
formerly legitimate traders into smugglers, and 'respectable' merchants into 
crooks. Or at least that was the intention. In actual fact, slave-traders 
ignored the act, brazenly continuing to set sail for Africa. Rhode Island 
authorities followed .. suit.by,,tµrning a blind eye .. In.,the.year.the.hill. became 
law, not a single slave ship was prosecuted under its terms.8 Not until the 
federal Abolition Act of 1808 threatened five-figure fines and five- to ten­
year prison sentences did the Rhode Island slave-trade wither.9 As William 
Ellery wrote to Moses Brown in 1791, just two years before Joseph B. Cook 
undertook his illegal voyage aboard the Nancy, '[a]n Ethiopian could as 
soon change his skin as a Newport merchant could be induced to change so 
lucrative a trade ... for the slow profits of any manufactory' .10 

The press let its sympathies be known when it reported the revolt on 
Cook's ship. The revolt appeared both as a minor four-line item in small 
print at the back of ·the· shipping news section, and'' as a major front-page 
story, where the slaves' efforts were applauded and garnished with 
quotations from Wilberforce and other abolitionists. The Salem Gazette 
shipping news report of 28 January 1794 curtly acknowledged the revolt: 

Providence, Jan. 23-Capt. James Brown, who arrived here last week, 
from Surinam, informs that the brig Nancy, of this port, Capt. Joseph 
B. Cook, has arrived at that place from Africa, with a cargo of slaves,
who, on the passage, rose on the white people; and that a number of
negroes were killed before they were suppressed. 11 

The informer, James Brown, was probably not a slave-trader himself - he is 
not included in Jay Coughtry's list of Rhode Island slaver captains.12 One 
wonders if he was a member of the famous Brown family, and if he reported 
the incident out of abolitionist sympathies shared with Moses Brown. He 
must have realized that reporting the incident would publicly identify the 
Nancy as a slaver, giving abolitionists an appealing target. 

At the opposite extreme, the Philadelphia General Advertiser of 11 
February 1794 made the revolt front-page news, and with considerable 
delight. Describing a letter published in the Providence Chronicle on 21 
January 1794, the account began 13 

It appears by information from Surinam, that the Brigantine Nancy,14 
of this port, commanded by Joseph B. Cook, had arrived at that place, 
with a cargo of slaves from the coast of Africa; and that during the 
passage, they made an attempt to recover that liberty with which they 
were endowed by the common Parent of the Universe, and of which 
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they could not have been deprived with�ut the most o�trageo�s 
violation of every principle of Religion, Justice, and Humamty; but m 
consequence of this laudable attempt to assert their natural and 
inalienable right, several of their number were destroyed by the 
captain and crew of the Brig.15 

A close study of the public reaction to the Nancy's slave revolt aboard 
the 'bii,fN dncy is beyond the scope of this· article. 

_
Rathe�, I ":'oul� like to 

focus upon what actually happened on Cook's ship dunng its tnang
_
ular 

voyage of 1793. The reason for my focus is the existence of an unexammed 
collection of manuscripts, namely a logbook, account book and two 
daybooks from the brig Nancy itself. These four noteb?oks run to a t?tal of 
138 pages.16 They are written in brown ink on yellowmg paper beanng an 
English watermark. Some of the pages are darken�d along the edges, 
probably by humid seafaring conditions. The manuscnpts cover larg� parts 
of the 1793 slaving voyage as well as several Rhode Island-Sunna�e 
coasting trips undertaken by Cook and the.,.ship, bot�.befor� .and after his 
two slaving voyages (Cook took the Nancy to Afnca agam on 23 May 
1795).17 

It seems that the authors of the leading sources on the Rhode Island 
slave-trade and shipboard revolts are not aware that these manuscripts exist. 
Crucially, Jay Coughtry, in his definitive history of the Rhode Island slave­
trade The Notorious Triangle: Rhode Island and the African Slave Trade 
1700�1807, includes some basic information about the brig Nancy and its 
revolt · but without reference to the manuscripts. Similarly, the recent 
Camb�idae database of 27,233 transatlantic slave ship voyages made 
between 1595 and 1866 includes the same minimal pieces of information, 
again without recourse to these manuscripts.18 Both Eli�abeth �onnan and 
Eric Robert Taylor note the Nancy's revolt, but offer no mformat10n bey�nd 
what is contained in the Salem Gazette's brief report.19 I would therefore hke 
to reconstruct the narrative of Cook's 1793 voyage by use of the Nancy's 
ship records. In so doing, I hope to respond to Philip Curtin'_s call for furt�er
research on the minor slave-trades (for example, the Amencan and Damsh 
slave-trades),20 and also to Darald D. Wax's claim that the study of the slave­
trade has been too systemic or structural, rather than individual, in its focus: 

Treatments of the slave trade typically are concerned with 
organizational problems, �he machinery and pr�cedures of exchange, 
and the response, the collective response, of Afncans on that leg of the 
slaving voyage known as the middle passage. Bu

_
t !n a relation 

_
th::i.t 

depended heavily on individual judgments and de�1s10ns-�y Af�1c�n 
leaders, diplomats, European factors and ship captams-1t 1s 

. -,surprising to discover how little is known about these people.21 



74 SLAVERY AND ABOLITION This article positions itself within a growing body of microstudies of particular slave-traders and voyages. Olivier Petre-Grenouilleau has edited the 187-page journal of Joseph Mosneron-Dupin, a Nantes-based slave­trader writing in 1804.22 Alain Yacou's study of the journals of French slaver captain Joseph Crassous de Medeuil examines Crassous's voyages on the 
Roy Dahomet (1772-74) and the Suzanne Marguerite (1774-76), including lengthy excerpts frorn:-the -manuscripts.2?,.,Leif,.Svalesen's research on the Danish slave ship Fredensborg combines archival and archaeological findings to reconstruct the ship's 1767-68 voyage from Copenhagen to the Danish West Indies via the Gold Coast.24 Most recently, Robert Harms's study of the Diligent traces the French slave ship's 1731-32 triangular voyage through the 113-page journal of Fitst Lieutenant Robert Durand. Harms is writing against the assumption that the slave-trade was monolithic, uniform and 'global'. He stresses that it was 'a kaleidoscope' of individual intersecting local contexts. His narrative charts the encounters between the Billy brothers of Vannes and King AgaJ_·a in Dahomey, Captain Assou in.,, ... •· 25 Whydah, and the European sugar planters in Martinique, among others. Admittedly, there are large gaps in the Nancy's records, the most serious one being that the manuscripts stop before the middle passage begins and resume upon Cook's arrival in Suriname. Enough interesting evidence exists irt the surrounding coverage, however, to justify . the formulation of some tentative rebellion-related hypotheses. I shall offer several, bearing in mind the fragmentary coverage of the manuscripts. There is also the fact that Cook's logbook does not cover all of the Nancy's time on the African coast. It does however cover the first three weeks. Coughtry knows of only two surviving Rhode Island slaver logs that include material on the African coastal portion of their voyages.26 The Nancy's increases Coughtry's total to three. The manuscripts thus offer new and valuable information about conditions and events on Rhode Island slavers in the late eighteenth century. Very little appears to be known about Captain Joseph B. Cook (alternatively spelled Cooke), but it would seem that he was an experienced slave ship captain. Slaving voyages were long, lasting on average nine to twelve months, and dangerous due to the high risk of disease. On the basis of Rhode Island newspaper ol;>ituaries, Coughtry calculates that an average of two Rhode Island slave captains died each year. This represents between 4 and 20 per cent of the RI slaver captains in the trade at any one time. It is_ hardly surprising, then, that the average slaver captain made only 2.2 slave voyages in his lifetime.27 Cook made at least three, making him more experienced than most.28 The brig Nancy was a small ship built in North Providence in 1784, nine years before Cook's voyage.29 Its seafaring ended on 17 June 1803 in ; ''Savannah,' 'Georgia, ·where -·it -'•was ''Surrendered to :p0rt ,-authorities. The THE BRIG NANCY'S VOYAGE OF 1793 75 Providence register states simply 'vessel unseaworthy'. This is hardly surprising after at least 13 years at sea including two triangular slaving trips. The Atlantic crossing and West African coastline were extremely harsh on ships, and slave ship owners were safest using their newest and strongest vessels. One slave-trader cautioned against using any ship over four years old for the slave-trade.30 A common strategy was to pull a ship out of the . slaye.-trade when it reached ages seven to ten, retiring it to a less punishing business like the North American and Caribbean coasting trades, where the 

Nancy probably began and ended its maritime career.31 The earliest of the manuscripts is a daybook that covers the Nancy'sdaily expenses during one of the coasting trips (listed by day, not account).32 On 31 July and 9 August 1792, Captain Cook sold flour for £226 to the man who would report the Nancy's slave revolt the following year.33 Cook and Captain James Brown obviously knew each other before the Nancy's first slaving voyage. The last three-and-a-half pages ( or seven sides) of the 1792 daybook have been ripped out, ending the account record on 23 November 1792. As the next record of accounts begins only once Cook has reached Paramaribo with his cargo of slaves, one wonders if this was an effort to hide details of Cook's slave transactions in Africa. Next, chronologically, comes the Nancy's 1791-93 logbook. Of the four notebooks, it is this one that offers the most detailed nan·ative material on Cook's voyages. Cook made another coasting trip from Providence to Paramaribo (similar to the one described above) between 3 April 1791 and 2 February 1792. 34 The logbook then covers the coasting trip covered by the first daybook between 5 May 1792 and 12 January 1793. Of interest and relevance here is Cook's handling of several disruptive crew members (the worst of whom was a seaman named Oliver Reily), an incident to which I will return below. He also describes the process of inspection by Dutch officials in Suriname upon arrival at the mouth of the Commerwine River.35 Finally, on 22 December 1792, Cook makes the seemingly trivial comment that one hogshead [barrel] of molasses was unstowed from 'between decks' partly emptied, then returned. On a regular commercial vessel, the are� 'between decks' was a passageway (between the main deck and the hold) which was little more than a crawl space two or three feet high. On a slaver, this was where the slaves were kept, such that the space had to be four or five feet high. The 'between decks' layer thus segregated slaves from the crew above and the supplies below.36 Unless extensive renovations were done between Cook's return from his 1792-93 coasting trip (on 12 January 1793) and departure for Africa less than three months later (on 29 March 1793), it is most likely thatthe brig was built for slaving, and that this part of the ship was used (probably inefficiently) as an extra-large storage space -Jor.molasses,.during the coasting trips.
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The 'logbook covers the first 66 days of Cook's first slave voyage with 
the brig Nancy (29 March-3 June 1793). The Atlantic crossing took exactly 
45 days (29 March-13 May 1793), then Cook's logbook covers the first 21 
days along the Upper Guinea coast, at which point the logbook ends 
somewhat suspiciously: the last six pages (or 12 sides) of the manuscript 
have been cut out. One wonders if this was a deliberate attempt to destroy 
the records detailing Cook's slave dealings. 

The third notebook is an account book in which expenses are listed by 
customer's account rather than by day, unlike the two daybooks. This covers 
Cook's sale of slaves and purchases of goods between October and 
pecember 1793 in Paramaribo. Unfortunately, then, none of the 
rnanuscripts cover the middle passage, when the revolt occurred. 

The fourth and last manuscript is a 12-page fragment of another 
daybook, this time covering the Nancy's expenses and sales in Paramaribo 
from September to December 1796. Here the Nancy was again engaged in 
the non-slave coasting trade between Rhode Island and Suriname. 37 Cook 
returned home from this last coasting trip with a total of 140 hogsheads, 
probably full of molasses to be distilled into rum in Rhode Island.38 

On Friday, 29 March 1793, Joseph B. Cook began the Nancy's first slave 
�oyage. He recorded in the ship's logbook that 'At 2PM I take my departure 
from Block Island bearing [NW]  5 Leagues bound to_ Goree in Africa.'39 

•Goree' is Goree Island, a tiny landmass measuring only 800 metres end to
end and 300 metres across at its widest point. It lies 3.5 kilometres off the
coast of the modem Senegalese capital, Dakar. Goree Island was one of
111any British slave forts along the African west coast. Rhode Island traders
typically traded along a string of well-established European slave forts and 
castles that lined the West African coastline, pai1icularly further south and 
east from where Cook went, from the British Cape Coast Castle east to the 
tiny Dutch outpost of Beraku.40 This was the region where Cook took the 
Haney on its second slave voyage (1795-96). Then, he began at Cape Coast 
castle41 and proceeded east (as one was obliged to do, given the trade winds) 
to Anomabu; Adja and Agga, all located on the Gold Coast between Assinie 
and Cap St Paul (now Ghana).42 

Although the purchase of slaves through European middlemen inflated 
average prices, Rhode Island slave captains were in such a rush to leave the 
African coast - an area known as 'the white man's grave' because of the 
disease risk that they were willing to pay higher prices.43 Most owners 
advised their captains to take the first offer and leave the coast as soon as 
possible. 44 Furthermore, the Guinea Coast had a reputation for being the 
most deadly stretch .. of African coast for white seamen.45 Trading directly 
with Africans was inadvisable because it took more time, both because the 
African .. dealers' ,supply o:OLslaves was an .erratic,.trickle -oompared to·,the 
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forts' far larger and more constant incoming flow, and because of the 
cultural complexities of negotiations (that is, a language barrier and 
different cultural trading practices).46 

The brig struggled toward Goree Island under terrible conditions. 
'Heavy thunder and rain took in reefs' ,47 'sharp Lightening and heavy 
rain' ,48 and 'gales and rain'49 are typical entries in the logbook during the 
early days of the ship's Atlantic crossing. Through the storms, Cook spotted 
whales and their. waterspouts, s11;nfish and tortoises, one ten-pounder of 
which the crew caught and probably ate.50 On the day before land was first 
spotted, a land bird foreshadowed the Nancy's arrival. Cook noted with 
relief that a '[s]wallow came on board' .51 As the Nancy wove its way 
through the Canaries (Tenerife, then Palma), Cook noticed that the sea 
below him was getting more and more shallow - 'the water appears to be a 
little chang'd to the greenish Colour'52 

- and that '[w]e see numbers of land 
birds and butterflys Sunfish &c' .53 The Nancy passed the 'Isle of Farro', 
'Cape [Mirick]', 'the sand bank of Tindall' and the perplexingly named 
'Beshitten Islands' (probably the modem Bissagos Islands) before sailing 
past Cape Verde.54 He noted 'two high hills called the womans breasts with 
a Low point running to the Seaward' on Cape Verde.55 Finally, Cook arrived 
at the 'Point of Refriseo' and the 'West Point of Goree'. By 13 May 1793, 
the Nancy had arrived at Goree Island, its first African destination. 

Although Goree Island was a slave-trading centre, Cook does not appear 
to have bought any slaves there (unless he did so without recording it). It was 
common practice for Rhode Island slavers to restock their basic supplies and 
perhaps engage in non-slave-trading further up the coast before buying slaves 
south- and eastwards.56 This is perhaps what Captain Cook did; Early· on the 
morning of 13 May 1793, the Nancy landed in Goree. Cook then '[ v ]isited the 
Governor and was very Strictly examined Concerning the War with France 
and England'. The two imperial powers were newly at war, not least in the 
West Indies, which probably helps explain Cook's unusual choice of the 
Dutch port of Paramaribo as his ultimate New World destination.57 That 
afternoon, Cook traded loaf sugar ( one loaf weighed 1 Olbs) for hides and 
dollars while someone sneaked onto the Nancy and stole his 'Great Coat' out 
of the ship.58 The next day, Cook traded sugar, biscuits and beef for cash and 
hides 'which Compleats all my Business'. He closed the day's entry with the 
only explicit mention of slaves in the entire logbook: 'Observ. the People of 
Goree are Poor having Naught but Slaves to Sell.'59 

From Goree, the Nanty set sail for Isle de Los further south along the 
Upper Guinea coast. Cook passed the 'Point of Cape [Emanuel]', 'the 
Shoals of Grande' and the 'Isle of Tamara'. On the way, he '[s]aw a number 
of Birds Called Boobies and a great number of Large Sunfish Some as Large 
,as·-,the ·head of a hogshead\, He also experienced two days of 'hard 
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tomadoes'·.60 The brig arrived at Isle de Los at 8pm on 26 May 1793 in the 
company of the provocatively named Willing Quaker and its master, 
Captain Adamson of Boston, and with Brig-Captain Fisher from New York 
and his vessel. 61 The following morning at 8am, Cook met with Mr 
Horrocks, the governor. Cook noted that he found the colony 'in Very 
Distracted Condition'. The logbook continues, '[n]o Bills to be had to be 
Depended on the Governor Informed me he would not Draw any bills as he 
Considered it a great Risque to Draw fearing they Would be Protested and 
he would not advise me to Take any from any Person on the Coast. '62 The 
bills being referred to were bills of exchange, a standard method of payment 
in the triangular trade. 63 They were a flexible but risky substitute for cash -
definitely no slave-trader's first choice of payment form. Bills of exchange 
were essentially IOUs drawn on firms where the buyer had a major account 
(typically in large imperial centres like London or Amsterdam), and were 
payable within a negotiated period (usually between three weeks and three 
years after the sale). Bills of exchange might occasionally prove non­
cashable, particularly given the distances involved, time delays and 
dependence of many buyers' accounts (particularly in the New World) upon 
future crops.64 Whether the Anglo-French war made it impossible to cash 
bills, or whether Mr H01TOcks was referring to local factors, is unclear. 

The following day, there is a suspiciously veiled reference to the 
purchase of slaves in Cook's logbook. The entry reads as follows: 

Tue.sday May 28 ~93. Paid King Cantor
1 box Spe'm Candles 201b 
7 gallons of Rum and Load of Sugar.65 

There is no note of what Cook paid King Cantor for. This is odd, given that 
for all other exchanges Cook notes both the payment sum and quantity of 
goods purchased. It is possible that Cook was paying the king ground-rent, 
a fee whereby African kings granted the right to trade slaves on their 
territory. 66 

A second suspicious reference appears in the same day's entry. 'This 
Day Saw Capt Adamson of the Ship Quaker from Boston he told me trade 
was very Dull No Sale for Rum at Seriloan [Sierra Leone] or the Bananas 
[the Banana Islands, between Freetown and Sherbro Island].'67 It is 
significant that Adamson spoke of 'Sale for Rum' rather than 'Sale of Rum.' 
'No Sale for Rum' meant 'No Sale of slaves for Rum.' Rhode Island rum 
was the Rhode Islander's ticket into the European-controlled West African 
slave-trade. A fiery variety far more potent (and, thus more valued by 
Africans) than its English or West Indian equivalents, Rhode Island rum 
gradually joined gold as a local currency within the trading network of the 

.. EuropeanJorts.68
.,Slave,prices,wer:e,..even,,expressed,in,gall0ns,·of,rum;,•and,
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according to Coughtry, Rhode Island slavers did not bother with cargoes of 
carefully mixed goods (responding to local demand along the coast)69 

because rum was sought after everywhere.70 This gave them a particular 
exemption from having to inform themselves on African ethnic differences 
and preferences. The Nancy, however, does seem to have carried a mixed 
cargo of goods, and not solely rum. 

The following Sunday, the Nancy left Isle de Los and 'made sail for the 
River [Rofelea]'. The next day, the brig '[a]t 9AM weighed and stood into 
the River at Noon anchor' d in 5 fathoms water in the mouth of [Rofelea] 
River', delivering 'to Mr Horrocks one Loaf of Sugar' .71 If indeed Cook's 
Rofelea River is the modern Rokele River, then he had entered at Freetown, 
and was progressing up the river into Sierra Leone. Rhode Island slavers 
were tiny in comparison to their European counterparts.72 British slavers, for 
instance, were on average 63 per cent heavier (by tonnage).73 The brig was 
a particularly shallow-bottomed vessel, which, combined with its generally 
small size, allowed it to navigate up rivers, unlike large European slavers.74 

Its small size may also have made it harder to manoeuvre on the high seas.75 

It is possible that Cook planned to travel up the river in order to buy slaves 
from smaller African dealers. As already explained, this would not fit the 
standard model of RI slave purchasing strategy (that is, to stay on the coast 
and buy from European middlemen). Given that fact, it is equally possible 
that Cook may have delivered the sugar then carried on along the coast to 
another slave fort. Unfortunately, the entry of 3 June 1793 is the final entry 
in the logbook. The following six pages (or 12 sides) have been 
mysteriously cut out of the manuscript, such that we will never know 
exactly what happened aboard the Nancy between Rokele River and-the 
brig's arrival at Paramaribo. 

Just as the manuscripts contain not a single explicit reference to the 
acquisition of slaves by the brig Nancy, so they are strangely silent on its 
mid-Atlantic slave rebellion. The log ends on 3 June 1793 and the account 
book begins on 29 October 1793. The account book may have been started 
upon arrival in Paramaribo, when financial transactions would have begun 
with renewed intensity. If this is so, and given that the middle passage 
typically lasted between five and 12 weeks, Cook could have left Africa 
anytime between 6 August and 24 September 1793. The slave revolt, then, 
must have occurred sometime between 6 August and 29 October 1793. 

Of course, an account .book is not a logbook. One cannot expect to 
stumble upon a narrative acc�unt of the revolt among its figures and 
calculations. But 'a number' of slaves were killed by Cook and the crew in 
the struggle that ensued. This must have represented quite a loss in profits 
for the Allens, who owned the brig. Yet Cook makes no mention of this loss 
in his figures . 
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As with the masked references to slave purchasing, though, it is possible 
to extract more from the text by considering its omissions and their 
implications. When Cook left Africa, he had a full cargo of 121 slaves. When 
he paid his Suriname factor Mr Gomperts (his marketing and sales agent) at 
a rate of 4 per cent commission for slaves to be sold, he paid on the basis of 
104 slaves.76 The commission totalled RI £1,400 7, so the total value of the 
slaves must have been £35,008 15 (on average, £336 12 per slave).77 Cook 
sold 104 slaves at Paramaribo. He also claimed 'the average of 5 1/8 Slaves 
Being the Portion of J B Cook' .78 The captain's 'portion' was the amount of 
cargo (typically, rum on the way to Africa and slaves on the way back) that 
the captain could ship free of charge by customary right. 79 Typically, captains' 
'portion' or 'privilege' ranged between one and four slaves, making Cook's 
share larger than the average.8° Cook also refers to '[b]earing the Proportion 
of the Loss of 8 Slaves on the Passage', indicating that eight slaves died on 
the middle passage, putting the ship's fatality rate at 8 out of 121, or 6.6 per 
cent. This is well below Coughtry's estimate of 12 per cent81 and consistent 
with Palmer's estimate of 5-10 per cent mortality during the nineteenth 
century (having fallen from about 15 per cent during the period 1730-1800).82 

Were those killed in the revolt among these eight? Probably not. Adding 
Cook's captain's share of five slaves (assuming he would take rum in place of 
the remaining 1/8 slave) to the 104 sold, we have a total of 109 slaves. With 
the eight who died, the total becomes 117. But 121 siaves were on the brig 
when · it left Africa. This leaves four slaves who· have mysteriously 
disappeared from Cook's records. It was probably these four who were killed 
in the suppression of the rebellion. The loss of value incurred by the Allens, 
then, would have been four slaves valued at £336 12 each (on average), a total 
of £1,346 8. It is impossible to guess at the sex and age of those killed, even 
if we assume that those killed were active participants in the rebellion. 
Women and children were uniquely well placed to be collaborators in 
revolts. 83 Unlike the men, women and children were allowed on deck 
unshackled for large periods of time.84 Furthermore, women's quarters were 
often closer to the officers' quarters, specifically the captain's cabin which 
contained the arms chest.85 Any sexual contact with crew members may have 
given African women added access to potential weapons as well as to 
information crucial for the successful execution of a rebellion. 86 One wonders 
if Cook's convenient failure to account for the four rebel slaves would have 
been detected by the Allens in the account records had Captain James Brown 
not made news of the rebellion public. 

Thus, a few basic facts can be established from the manuscripts: (1) that 
the rebellion occurred between 6 August and 29 October 1793, and (2) that 
four slaves were probably killed in the rebellion. What makes the rebellion 

. ,on .the Nancy; even more-,interesting ,is :the fact that revolts ,o:rvRhode·Jsland 
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ships were comparatively rare. Between 1730 and 1807, only 17 slave 
revolts occurred on Rhode Island slavers, a number equivalent to one revolt 
every 4.5 years, or about one every 55 voyages. By contrast, European 
slavers experienced revolts with far more frequency. There was on average 
one revolt every 1.5 years aboard French slavers (or one revolt in every 15 
voyages), and one revolt every two years on British slave ships.87 Behrendt, 
Eltis and Richardson estimate that on average, ten per cent of all slave 
vessels· experienced revolts.88 

What could have been the causes? I would like to propose three 
possibilities, some or all of which could have contributed to the revolt: (1) 
the slaves' probable Upper Guinean origins and the fact that these ethnic 
groups (for example, the Fulbe, Wolof, Serer and Malinke)89 demonstrated 
the highest rate of insurrection of all West Africans; (2) a possible sense of 
solidarity and cooperation between the black crew members ( of which there 
were several on the Nancy) and the enslaved Africans; and (3) poor crew 
discipline on the part of Captain Cook, which may have given the slaves an 
opportunity to rebel. 

David Richardson calculates that slaves from the Senegambia and Sierra 
Leone regions had a rate of revolt three to five times higher than the 
average.90 When compared with slaves from ethnicities or regions that 
revolted the least (that is, West Central Africa, or Bonny or Calabar in the 
Bight of Biafra), the Senegambian and Sierra Leone revolt rate is 14 to 30 
times higher. Richardson generalizes that ships going to regions north of the 
Gold Coast had a 400 per cent greater chance of revolt than had those going 
to areas south and east of the Gold Coast.91 

What could account for this difference? One·possibility could·be Islam. 
Islam was gaining in popularity among the peoples of the Senegambia 
region. Michael Gomez notes that the terms Mandinga and Mandingo (a 
major Senegambian ethnic group) were synonymous with Muslim by the 
nineteenth century.92 Gomez argues that Islam tended to unite Africans of 
different backgrounds by transcending their ethnic differences.93 Islam may 
thus have acted as a catalyst for rebellion. Brazilian Muslim slaves seem to 
have derived strength and fervour from Islamic rituals and Muslim 
collective solidarity, if not from the actual principle of jihad.94 Perhaps the 
same occurred on Cook's ship. Incidentally, .the wars being fought in the 
region, typically between Muslim and non-Muslim ethnic groups, also may 
have meant that many captives sold into slavery were prisoners of war95 and, 
crucially, experienced warriors who would be particularly adept at staging 
rebellions.96 Cook's 121 slaves may have had both seasoned African soldiers 
and bonded Muslims among them.97 

A second possible cause of the rebellion is a rising sense of racial 
•identity,'·and 0unity ,·among Africans - what Gomez --argues replaced ethnic 
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identities among Africans as the institution of slavery became entrenched.98 

There were black crew members aboard the brig Nancy. Had they felt more 
loyal to their fellow black Africans than to their white captain and crew, one 
wonders if they might not have used their special access to tools (potential 
weapons), information and privileges to aid the revolt.99 

Slave ships required twice the usual number of crew for security 
reasons. The general ,ratio was,,,one,,c.reJN member-per" 13 - tons of vessel -as 
compared to the one per 17-20 tons for non-slave ships.100 On this ratio, the 
brig Nancy, weighing 110 tons, ought to have had eight crew members. The 
manuscripts mention nine by name.10I Three of these were black coopers: 
'Peter a Negro Cooper', 'George Cobart Negro Cooper', and 'Young 
Fortune Negro Cooper'. 102 Coopers made and repaired the hogsheads and 
casks in which rum, molasses and tobacco were stored. Marcus Rediker 
calculates that on British ships between 1700 and 1750, coopers earned a 
third to a half of seamen's average wages. Cook paid his seamen $11 per 
month,103 so if Rediker's figures may be applied to this later period, the Nancy's three black coopers would have earned ·$3.67-$5.50 per month, 
although their wages may have been lower on the basis of race. 

'Peter a Negro Cooper' was with Cook for the full duration of the period 
covered by the manuscripts. The first place his name appears is in the first 
daybook, during the coasting trip of 1792, when the Nancy paid 'Peter 
(Negro Cooper)' £10, probably his wages or money to buy coopering 
supplies.104 He appears in the logbook on the slaving trip, then in the second 
daybook during the 1796 coasting tiip as well. Peter seems to have been a 
trusted and regular member of Cook's crew. The other two, though, appear 
only during the slave voyage, so they could very well have been dismissed 
or even killed had they been collaborators in the· slave revolt. 

W. Jeffrey Bolster and Martha S. Putney have both argued that there was
a sizeable black presence among the crews of American ships. 105 Putney has 
even found instances of ships, including slavers, whose crew was 50 per 
cent or more black. 106 On the cases of black crew members on slavers, she 
comments, '[t]o them, in all probability, it was a job and they needed the 
income' .107 But this is not to say that they gave their genuine support to the 
slave trade. Black mariners were in a unique position. They were able to 
scan large parts of the Atlantic world, observing the .plight of black people 
from Africa to the West Indies to the Americas. They may even have been 
some of the first to become aware of and to promote Gomez's ethnicity­
trariscending race-based identity. Denmark Vesey, with whom Gomez opens 
his book, was himself a former sailor.108 Bolster notes that confessions 
extracted from several of the leaders in Vesey's 1822 insurrection in 
Charlesto"n, South Carolina, 'pointed to black seamen as links in the chain 

·.••of,,rebellion? -.1.P9 
•. ,veseyis-,,desire·-to ;-open --001wspondence· with•- the·--·black
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inhabitants of Port-au-Prince in Saint Domingue and his confidence that
Saint Domingue and Africa would provide back-up armed support were
surely grounded in his travels to both places during his earlier seafaring
days.110 Bolster provides further examples of black seamen using their
marine mobility to distribute pamphlets of an insurrectionary nature. 111 Of
course, there are also cases of black crew members who betrayed slaves'
rebellion plans to the white captain and crew, but the Nancy's full blown
rebellion suggests that the slaves' plans were not prematurely exposed.112 

The third possible cause for the rebellion was a lack of order and crew
discipline on the part of Captain Cook. Slav� revolts typically occurred
when the crew lacked organization and coherence, often the result of
disruptive violent or drunken behaviour by a crew member, or of
widespread illness or death among the crew.I13 Two illuminating previous
incidents of crew disruptiveness are documented in the coasting trip portion 
of the logbook In the first, Cook seems to have handled a fight between two 
sailors firmly. The entry reads as follows: 

Wednesday April 27 1791. Says Jack he has abused me, and says 
Elijah he has abused me Lil<:e a dog, and Says I I will use you well, 
and took a Ropes end and,.gave them both a few Strokes To. Lett them 
lmow they should not fight On Board the Vessel that I had Charge Of 
and then set them about other Business.114 

In the second incident, though, Cook seems almost incompetent. He lacks 
decisiveness, with the result that his authority must have been undermined. 
It is worth repeating Cook's own account of the incident, which occurred in 
Suriname on 22 November 1792: 

At Half Past Nine PM Oliver Reiley began to behave in a Very 
abusive manner. I order'd him to be quiet and ordered him To go ... 
[to] his lodgings which he absolutely refused On my attemting [sic] to 
make him go off of the deck he took me by the Collar saying he would 
not be abused by Master or mate or any officer on board and struck 
me in the face calling to rest of the Crew to assist him and in my 
attemting [sic] to throw Him on the deck and secure him two of the 
Seamen, John Snowdon and Redman Burr took hold of me saying I 
should not strike him what they did farther I Am not able to say-·my 
Shirt was [tore] in th�. Scuffle very Bad. After the Seamen took us 
apart - Reiley and Snow.den Went forward and used very unbecoming 
language. I went Immediately ashore and asked the advice of Several 
Masters Of Vessels who thought it would be best to go on board and 
Keep a good [walk] on my_return. Mr Holden the mate informed Me 

.· that the [Said] Reiley and William Lutb.er,had,[.treated] Him with v.ery 



.84 SLAVERY AND ABOLITIONbad lanouage saying that if he Came forward'on the Maindeck theywould Stab him and then they came onto the Quarter deck and told him if 1 Jo.' s Cook [ should] Put them in Prison it Should Cost me myLife if Ever they should find me in America. 115 The most remarkable part is Cook's next line. Having been assaulted by one subordinate -.and ,indire.ctly, .. giv.en ,�o.nditional death threats _by two . others,
c k · ghs feebly: 'I thought I would Let the matter rest untill mormng �nd th�� i:tended to apply to the governor for advice.' 116 The nex� mor_nm_gCook did just that. First he tiied to reason with Oliver Reiley, asking h:m ifhe would 'take his discharge' . Reiley refused. Then Cook left th�. ship tospeak with a series of captains - four in all all of whom thoug�t it_ would be Dangerous to Proceed to Sea with all my Present Cre":'. As if this we�e not enough outside advice, Cook next applied to speak wit� the governor s temporary replacement, Mr Muntz, who was in charge while the governorwas out of town. Even in retelling his story to Muntz, Cook downplayed t�e severity of Reiley's acts:·'''I'did not think it best to open t�e wh?le ?f ��1�Crimes before the Judge. If I had I believe it would Cost Reiley �s Life: This is prime evidence of Cook's lack of strong authority. Cook is nothi�glike the sadistic captains described by Rediker, or even the_ seve�e Cap�amFerentz described by Svalesen.118 Mr Muntz reco�ended_ havmg Re�leyescorted off the ship by soldiers, which Cook arranged, paymg the soldiers their six guilders (or six pounds) out of Reiley's wages."� Coo�< seems to have forgotten completely about the death threat made ag�mst hi� by John Snowdon and Redman Burr - he to?k no �isciplinary ac;10n _agamst them.Had a crew member became disruptive dunng the Nancy s middle passa�e,Cook�s indecisive and mild leadership may have created enough confusionto give the slaves a perfect opportunity to rev?lt. . . . Finally, there is the issue of the mid-Atlantic timing of the rev?lt. Earlierscholarship suggests that most shipboard revolts oc���ed on or Just off th�African coast while slaves 'had a Shore to fly to . - Coughtry knows 0 only three middle passage revolts that occurred out of a tot�l of � 7 revol�,�on Rhode Island slavers between 1730 and 1807, the Nancy s bemg one. -However, more recent work noted by HarII1;s sugges�2� th�t about 30 pe_r cent of shipboard rebellions took place on the high seas. - �chardson, Eltis . a�d Behrendt add that because the period spent on the Afncan coa�t was muchlonger than that on the high seas, once adjusted for time, the nsk of re�olt at sea was actually the same or even slightly higher than on the Afncan coast 123 h Of course it is hard to argue that the slaves deliberately planned that t erevolt would occur mid-Atlantic. But in fact they may have had g�od reason ·to·do -so;-:Although a.revolt.dose to.the .coast would increase their chances THE BRIG NANCY'S VOYAGE OF 1793 85 of returning to Africa, it would also increase their chances of beingrecaptured by European or African slave-traders. 124 Moreover, nearby crews would rush, armed, to support the crews of other ships within their sight who were experiencing disturbances. 125 Donnan offers one example of a slave rebellion on the Mary that was suppressed because of the arrival of a nearby ship's crew.126 In another instance, the captain of one ship sent his chief mate, armed, to investigate what looked like a slave rebellion on the 

Mary. In fact, the scuffle was between crew members. 127 Cook's logbook is littered with sightings of other ships. On average, he passed about one shipevery two or three days at every point except for the mid-Atlantic stretch.Thus, slaves rebelling in the mid-Atlantic might actually have had a chance of succeeding, at least in dominating the ship's crew, if not necessarily in finding their way back to Africa. 128 The records begin again with Cook, having put down the rebellion and arrived at Suriname, selling his slaves at the Dutch port of Paramaribo. 129Several points deserve mention here. First, not surprisingly, a number ofslaves and crew members had been ill. Because Rhode Island slavers were so small , a ship doctor (like the ship 'supercargo' or professional slave dealer) was an unaffordable luxury. As a result , it was the captain who was expected to tend to the medical needs of his crew and slaves. Captain Cookseems to have relied upon the expertise of a Dr Kammel upon arrival in Paramaribo. The brig Nancy paid for the doctor's bills for crew members (RI £4 10 for John Allen and £48 10 for William Kennedy)130 and for slaves (£94).131 As payment, Dr Kammel took 'l Small Sick Boy Slave' valued atthe minimal total of £169. He must have believed the boy could recoverunder his care. His bill was £94, so he paid the difference to Cook in cash. 132Sick slaves were also sold, presumably explicitly as they are thus identified in Cook's records, to 'Widow Rudin & Son' on 2 November 1793. The purchasers paid a total of £1100 for '8 Sick Slaves Viz 4 boys and 4women', or an average of £135 10 per slave. Considering that the average purchase price obtained by Cook on the entire cargo was £336 12 per slave,the sick slaves' value had dropped by nearly two-thirds of their original value due to illness. A second interesting observation is that the slaves seem to have been ,,,, sold in groups and by auction, rather than individually0 0r•by pre-establishedcontract.133 The basis for this conclusion is the fact that the Nancy's slaveswere sold in small groups [if a. uniform price (per slave).134 These uniform prices fell consistently as the season progressed, probably because the most valuable slaves were sold first.135 Knowing this, planters were probablymore willing to pay high prices at the start, when most of them had not yet filled their slave quotas for the coming harvesting season. Selling in auction · · ·form would reflect · such shifts in market demand: · Conversely, selling by·



, ·86 SLAVERY AND ABOLITION pre-established contract would reflect market conditions at the time thecontract was negotiated, rather than at the time of actual sale.Third, whether or not Cook's slaves and coopers were ethnicity- or race­based in their self-conception and sense of loyalty, it appears that �ook was oblivious to either sort of distinction. African ethnic distinctions seem tohave mattered�o slave purchasers and traders,.as different ethnic groups haddifferent reputations among planters (that is, for docility, recalcitrance,physical strength and stamina). The Coromantine from the Gold Coast, forexample, were considered to be hard workers but prone to rebellion. 136 TheAkan, also from the Gold Coast, were regarded almost everywhere as 'rebellious and troublesome' .137 Planters in South Carolina preferredSenegambians. Brazilian buyers disliked Angolans. 138 But Cook's accou�tbook contradicts these findings, because not once did he identify the ethmcorigins of any slave he sold. The slaves he sold, were simply described as 'women slaves', 'men slaves', 'boy slaves' and 'girl slaves' .139 Some otherslavery-related manuscripts differ in this respect. The � 810 ��le _ records ofone Louisiana plantation, for instance, indicate the ethmc affihat10n of eachslave sold. Among the group of slaves . are Africans of 'Manega','Senegal' /40 'Conga' and 'Bambara' ethnicity, as well as American-born slaves designated by the label 'Creol' .141 Scholars like C�li� P�lmer argu_e that, at the very least, slaves' geographic region of ongm, if not their ethnicities, were noted by slave-traders.142 But other evidence suggests t_hatit was common not to record such information.143 Cook's records confirm this view. As · for race Cook seemed again to be curiously uninterested. In Suriname, he sold goods to several black and mulatto women. The first time he entered their names into the Nancy's daybook, he identified them by race.There is 'Amerika Van Spelner Negrowoman', 'Alibo De PenaNegrowoman', 'Dena Van Stolton Negro Woman', 'Miss Cobar-mulatto woman' and 'Betty Van Cammel Negro Woman' .144 When these names appear subsequently, the racial identifications are gone. Dena Van Stolton's name appears alone on 6 July 1792, as do those of Alibo De Pena on 23 July1792 and 'A. Spelner' on 23 November 1792.145 The same th�ng �appens with 'Peter the Negro Cooper'. Initially his racial tag accompames his name in the manuscripts, 146 but later he becomes simply 'Cooper Peter'. 14
� C�okmay not have had any real interest in African ethnicity and race,_ co _ns1�ermgthem neither important nor interesting as compared to the max1m1zat10n ofprofits. This is perplexing, though, given that a knowledge of both couldhav·e increased Cook's profits and the security of his crew and cargo.Two final observations deserve mention. First, on 23 November 1793,.. Cook sold two of the Nancy's '[c]arriage guns' to the master of anothership, a Captain M. Rich.148 Can-iage guns were guns that sat on suppdtts ·or THE BRIG NANCY'S VOYAGE OF 1793'carriag�s'. Presumably slave ships' carriage guns would be special in twoways. First, they would ha:ve to be able to swivel the full 360 degrees, sothat they could be turned mward on the ship and used on its own slavesshould there be a revolt. 149 Second, they would be close-range for the same p�rpose, as oppos�d to the long-range guns that would be used againstpirates �nd other _ ships. Perhaps Cook, having completed the middle passageand delivered his 104 remaining slaves to port, had no further need for close-range, fully rotational carriage guns. 150 Moreover, perhaps he soldthem to erase traces of slave-trading that could betray hi·m to t ff. · l • cus oms o 1cia s upon amval in Providence. Although he would have h d t 87h . . . .{: . a o cross t e p1rate-m1ested Canbbean to return to Providence from p 'b 1 . araman o,c ose-range carriage guns would not have protected theNancy against them.Lastly, when Cook went to Paramaribo, he stayed either at 'Adriana"s�r, �ore commonl�, at Mrs Susannah Nobus's inn. 151 Cook may have iece1ved more than Just room _ and board at these establishments. As Hilary Becl<les has shown, female rnnkeepers (particularly in port cities) oftendoubled . as _brothel 1;1adames.152 On 2 November 1796, a curious entryappears m _the Nancy s daybook. Cook wrote, 'Mary for Mrs Nobus: £55'.Was �ary Just the servant collecting money for Mrs Nobus, or was she MrsNobus s slave whom Cook rented as concubine? On this latter reading the money Cook �aid Mary could have been 'for' Mrs Nobus in that it 'was meant to go d1rectly to Mrs Nobus for Mary's services. In a later entry (7December 1796), Cook noted that he '[p]aid the Washer woman for 12Weeks @ £1.10 � £18'. 153 Like 'inn' or 'tavern', 'washerwoman' was acommon e�1phenusm that blurred the distinction between domestic andsexual s _erv�ces. 154 The manuscripts therefore hint at a few possible instances of prostitution and concubinage. On the Nancy's return to Rhode Island, the records are silent once again What _we do know is that news of the revolt preceded Cook. This wa;potentially d�maging for him on three levels. At the most internal level there was th� issue of Cook's responsibility for the rebellion vis-a-vis Phili;and Zachariah Allen, the Nancy's owners. It is no surprise that mostaccounts of slave rebellions come from people other than the captains themse�:'es, 155 for instance, the ship's doctor or the young son of the captain(too na�ve per�a�s to recognize the damage he coHld ,be inflicting byrecountmg the mc1dent fully in writing).156 Where the captains offered their own account, they �ended _Jo shif� the blame for the rebellion away from them�elves onto the1r_ 'negJigent' crew. 157 This is to be expected, given ffiatcaptams could potentially be �e�aliz�d for their carelessness by having thelost slaves counted among the1r port10n' or by sufferin cr a loss of reputationgenerally. 15� Co�g?try believes that there were probabl; many more revolts,than those ·1dent1fied "brhistorians. 'Captains had good reason for omitting



88 SLAVERY AND ABOLITION such occurrences from their journals and correspondence, especially if anumber of lives were lost.' 159 Cook's next concern would have been insurance. 160 Many slave shipowners purchased insurance on African voyages, although with premiumsrunning at an average rate of 20 per cent of the value insured, seldom wouldthe entire value of ship and cargo be insured for all three legs of a trip.161 Coverage for slave insurrection was usually limited to five to ten per cent ofthe total number of slaves on board.162 If the Nancy had insurance, its loss offour slaves out of 121 (a loss of 3.3 per cent) would not exceed even amaximum of five per cent. However, no insurer ever covered 'commonmortality' the loss of slaves due to negligence, accident or disease.163 IfCook had been negligent in his management of the crew or slaves, one wonders if his insurers would attempt to avoid compensating the loss byreading the lives lost in rebellion as cases of negligence-induced 'commonmortality'. 164 Finally, news of the rebellion was also news that the Nancy had beenslave-trading. The publicity could only attract the attention and criticism ofthe growing abolitionist movement, as it did when the Salem Gazettepublished its account on 28 January 1794.It is thus hardly surprising that news of rebellions virtually always camevia other ships, and that captains were reluctant to r�port the news to the owners themselves.165 The three levels of exposure that Cook may have experienced (to the ship's owners, to its insurers and to abolitionists) mayhave damaged his reputation as a competent captain and cost him profits aswell. Public exposure could also have made him a prime target forprosecution. Thus ended the illegal 1793 slave voyage of the brig Nancy. A poorlytimed departure against the backdrop of an Anglo-French war, a poormarket for slaves and unreliable bills of exchange on the African west coast,a rebellion in which four slaves were probably killed, and Captain Brown'spublicity of the incident must have made the voyage an uncomfortable one for Captain Cook. As for the circumstances of the rebellion, potential causesalone can be proposed, among them the above-average tendency of UpperGuinean Africans to rebel on slavers, the potential race-based cooperationbetween black crew members and enslaved blacks on the Nancy, andCaptain Cook's failure to maintain crew discipline, which could have provided the slaves with an opportune moment for rebellion.Gomez's two-part model proposes that there was a transition fromethnicity-based to race-based identity among African slaves. I would addthat for many West Africans, there was a middle 'stop' along the way:Islam. Any or all of these three bases for a sense of identity could have acted as catalysts for thereb'ellion: In ·other words, if-many·of'the Nancy's

THE BRIG NANCY'S VOYAGE OF 1793 89 slaves had come from the same ethnic group, they may have been more able and indined to unite and rebel. The same could have been true if many were Muslims. If the brig's black crew members felt a common unity with their captives on the basis of race, this too could have facilitated the insurrection. Captain Cook does not seem to have been interested in any of these factors. Nowhere in the manuscripts does he mention African ethnicity. Nor are there any references to Islam. Racial identifications of black purchasers and crew members are only initially noted in the account books, and there are no physical descriptions of the slaves (which could have reflected preferences along a colour gradient), also sometimes included at the point of sale. Perhaps Cook's indifference implies that his interest in his cargo was purely profit-oriented, falling short either of an ethnographic curiosity or a deep-seated racism. Even in this case, though, there would have been self-interested reasons for Cook to acquaint himself better with his captives - to know perhaps what to expect as far as risk of rebellion was concerned, and .also to know how best to market his slaves for his target market. Had he been more aware of African ethnicity, the role of Islam in West Africa, or race, he may even have been able to prevent the rebellion. Omissions and veiled references characterize Cook's records of his illegal trading. 'Even sb, I would venture the conclusion that, despite his considerable slaving experience, Cook may have been surprisingly sloppy not only in-disciplining his crew, but also in learning more about his African captives. APPENDIX 
Philadephia General Advertiser Account of Slave Revolt on the Brig Nancy 

(11 February 1794) 

Providence Janumy 21 

MR. WHEELER, 
Please :o insert the following observations in the Chronicle, and oblige the friends of justice and 
humamty. 

It appears by information from Surinam, that the Brigantine Nancy, of this port, commanded by 
Joseph B. Cook, had arrived at that place, with a cargo 0fslaves.fr0m,the,coast.·,0f,Africa·,and 
that during the passage, they made an attempt to recover that liberty with which they �ere 
e�dowed by the common Pare�t of_th�, Universe, and of which they could not have been deprived 
:"1thout the most outr�geous v10lat19n of every principle of Religion, Justice, and Humanity; but 
m �onsequence of this laudable attempt to assert their natural and inalienable right, several of 
their nu�ber were d_estroyed by the captain and crew of the Brig. It may perhaps be alleged, in 
extenuat10n of the cnme, that the white people only acted in self-defence; but the reply is obvious. 
Who were the aggress_ors? Who forced the wretched Africans from their native country; from all 
the tender and endearing attachments of Husband, Parent and Child? Who crowded them in the 
.. hold. of the .vessel, .ar,,as Mr-,Wilberforce emphatically· stiles ·it, 'the floating shop for the sale of
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h 
, Who by such base and barbarous means, provoked them to a natural and just 

fii//11a11 fie; Should we condemn a number of Americans for rising on the crew of an Algerine 
resistaric;hould we not rather applaud and wish them success. May not the barbarians of Algiers
crtlis er? ur African Slave-Traders, the severe rebuke of an inspired apostle, 'Thou that sayest a
retort on �d not steal, dost thou steal?' Can they who are concerned in the detestable Slave-Trade,
rrian shotl s accessory to murder, and the misery of so many of their fellow-creatures, can they 
g,, are thu profits resulting from the blood stained traffic? Can they reflect on the tears, the groans, 
enjoY the  aonY of  the wretches whom they have reduced to  such complicated sufferings, and not
and the _aosouls harrowed with the painful remorse, but by whatever arts they may now sooth or 
feel their the upbraidings of conscience, the time is assuredly approaching when they will
5 uppre� llY realize this sacred declaration 'Verily there is a GOD who judgeth in the earth, who 
5orr0W � r to every man according to his works;' and as he hath been pleased to order civil 
will ren ent •for a teITor of evil doers,' surely it is incumbent on the strong arm of the national aovernrne to exert itself in the prevention of crimes more abhorrent than those which the Indians
fegislatur perpetrate on the defenseless inhabitant; those savages with respect to divine
freque�t y 'sit in darkness,' while we are indulged with the meridian splendor of gospel lights; 
revelauo;the most accurate knowledge of the rights of man, and exult in having been successful
we boas of those rights; they in many instances only avenge the wrongs they have suffered, defenders Slave-Traders send to a distant country, seize on the innocent and unoffensive [sic] 
while our

nd compel them to a state of the most cruel slavery; but this abominable traffic in our natives, \s is not only repugnant to the dictates of that revelation which informs us, that 'GOD 
own sp:�� of one blood �11 natio_ns,' but the feelings of h�manity a�·e shocke� at the sad �ecital of )Jath III . ous crimes which are mseparably connected with the od10us practice; and philosophy, 
the atroc�eaant pen of a Raynal, reprobates it in language too pointed to be omitted in this 
bY thed 

e r;ion. 'The Highwayman (says the Abbe) attacks you, and takes your money, the Slave­
ani!Tla ve

iries off even your person; the one invades the rights of society-the other those of
frader_ �is certainly is the truth, and if there existed a religion which authorized only by its 
nature, uch horrors; if it did not continually denounce vengeance against the authors, and the
silence s 

nts of this tyranny; if such religion existed, the minister and the altar ought to be crushed. strurne . ' 1n corrimon ium. . . . . . . . in on� it should be thought that the seventy of the c�nsure c�ntamed m th:s public�t�on requ1res 1 1 gy, the writer would borrow one from Mr. Pitt's adID1rable speech m the Bnt1sh house �f 
an apo Os-after describing, in terms of the most pathetic eloquence, the matchless horrors of this co111f:1°ns trade, he adds; 'I know, Sir, I state this subject with warmth! I feel it impossible for me 
nefan°;0 so; or if it _were I should detes_t myself for the ex�rci_se of moderation. I can_not without 
not to_ a every feelmg, and every passion that ought to nse m the cause of Humamty, to sleep suff�rino e speak coolly upon such a subject. There is no excuse for us, feeling this infernal traffic with1n; it is the very death of justice to utter a syllable in support of it.' 
���TAS. 
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(28 April 1793), 77 (13 May 1793), Logbook and Account books of the Brig Nancy 
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