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Chs.pt ers  I and I I  o f  P a rt I  
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t h e s i s  fo r  th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  

th e  degree o f  P h .D .

Chapter I i s  to  he a g e n e r a l  

d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  econom ic “background 

o f  the s t o r y .  I t r s t i t l e  i s  

" C olon ia l Rhode I s la n d * .

Chapter I I  i s  a g e n e r a l d is c u s s io n  of  

th e  West I n d ie s  in  th e  se v e n te e n th  

and e ig h te e n th  c e n t u r ie s .  The t i t l e  

o f t h i s  c h a p te r  i s :  "The West In d ie s  

B efore  the A m erican R e v o lu t io n * .
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P a rt I
**• “T ~  TTv<uau wox

THS 3BGj_H. IIvGrS OP iriHOD .̂ ISLAND CONIISRCN ( 1 6 5 5 —1 7 3 0  ^

Long before: Roger W illia m s Lad founded th e  town o f  

P r o v id e n c e , N a r ra g a n se tt Bay mas known to th e  com m ercial w o r ld . 

The u b iq u ito u s  Dutchman, mho t r i e d  a l l  p o r t s ,  Lad tL ere  b a r ter ed  

L is  k n iv e s ,  t r i n k e t s ,  t o o l s ,  and f ir e a r m s  fo r  tL e In d ia n  f u r s ,

L id e s , and n rod u ce , and Lad even  e s t a b l i s h e d  a tr a d in g  c o s t  tL ere  j

1 !' f o r  tLe DutcL N e st  m d ia  Company. When tLe e a r ly  c o lo n i s t s  s e t t l e d  j
! t
! Nemuort and P ro v id e n c e  tL ey w ere orompt to  c o n tin u e  t h i s  in te r c o u r s e  '
! ~ i
i w ith  tLe Dutchman o f  M anhattan . TLe u n p o p u la r ity  o f  Rhode I s la n d e r s  !
i ! ■
i w ith  M a ssa c h u se tts  d o u b t le s s  fo r c e d  th e  c o lo n y  in t o  t h i s  f o r e ig n  i
| I:
I t r a d e . I t  i s  o f  c u r io u s  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  th e  com m ercia l m s t o r y  o f  j:
! !: 
I c o lo n ia l  Rhode I s la n d  opens w ith  a p r e fe r e n c e  f o r  f o r e ig n  tra d e  and

| c lo s e s  w ith  a f o r e ig n e r  th e  econom ic f a v o r i t e .

! N a tu r a l ly  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f  Rhode I s la n d  commerce were

I c o a s t w is e .  M anhattan to  th e  so u th  and Newfoundland to  th e  n o r th
t

' were th e  e a r ly  l i m i t s  o f  e x ch a n g e . TLe c o l o n i s t s  in  th e  f o r t i e s ,
i
! how ever, w ere j u s t  e s t a b l i s h in g  th e m se lv e s  on th e  la n d  and v/ere to o  

| busy a t  f i r s t  to  engage l a r g e ly  in  e x p o r t in g . Indeed  th e r e  was o n ly
i
j one su r p lu s  a v a i la b le  and th a t  was lum ber from th e  f o r e s t s  w hich

j s t i l l  surround t h i s  Bay. F o llo w in g  th e  common th e o r y  o f  mere ant i l i s i j i

th e  G eneral A ssem bly  r e g u la te d  th e  n r ic e s  o f  t h i s  commodity and
2 *

r e q u ir e d  a l i c e n s e  fo r  i t s  e x p o r t .  Much o f  th e  lum ber went q u ic k ly

| in to  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  s lo o p s  on Rhode I s la n d  s h o r e s .  In  1646 a sh ip
| 3
| o f  150 to n s  was launched  a t  P ortsm outh  fo r  th e  c o lo n y  o f  New H aven.

I The e a r ly  town r e c o r d s  o f  P ro v id en ce  have p r e ser v ed  f o r

I th e  h i s t o r ia n  a reco rd  o f  a cargo  exp orted  to  Newfoundland in  1 3 5 2 ,

[ "Shipped aboard th e  P ro v id en ce  o f  P e q u it t  fo r  O h r is to v er  Almy. 

i P a rk er , m a ste r , fo r  N ew foundland, f o r t y - n in e  r o le s  o f  to b a c c o .
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P a rt I  i
Chanter I I I  ■;

" - 2 -

one h ogshead  o f  f lo u r e  and. t h ir t e e n e  b u s h e l l s  o f  p ea se  the hog! I
i

marked w ith  C. A. w hich  good es are to  pay a f t e r  th e  r a te  o f  f i f t y  !
! :

s h i l l i n g s  th e  tu n  a s a lso  f i f t y  s h i l l i n g s  f o r  h i s  p a s sa g e , and are

to  he d e l iv e r e d  a t  New&undland s a fe  and w e l l ,  a l l  dan gers o f  the- j;

s e a s  e x c e o te d , d a ted  the f i r s t  o f  June 1 6 5 2 . A tr u e  c o p p ie . !
; 4  !

John S m ith .” |
! - ■
i A la w s u it  w h ich  fo l lo w e d  t h i s  v e n tu r e  shows t h a t  l iq u o r  j
| i
i was brou gh t h a ck . The u s u a l  im p o r ta tio n  from  N ew foundland, how ever,! 
i i
I was the d r ie d  f i s h  w hich  p la y e d  so im portant a  p a r t  in  the West i

j -indian i> ra x z ic . onc.cuo'cedly xms o e s t  x i s n  came from  th e  c o ld  j
i i:
! w a te r s  o f f  the c o a s t  o f  New foundland where th e y  were cu red , d r ie d ,  !
i I 1
! packed and th en  tak en  t o  N orth  A m erica, to  th e  sugar i s la n d s ,  and |;
I i!
! to  th e  M ed iterra n ea n . The h e s t  o f  cou rse  w ent to  Europe, hut th e  j
I I
1 i
I p e r s i s t e n t  id e a  th a t  th e  r e f u s e  f i s h  a l l  found i t s  market in  the j
• i

j Tfest I n d ie s  i s  f a l s e .  The New England m erchants soon  found th a t  |
i  ;

; p la n t e r s  w ere demanding th e  h e s t ,  and u s u a l ly  w i l l i n g  t o  pay f o r  i t .
i
! In  t h i s  e a r ly  p e r io d  o f  the s e v e n te e n th  cen tu ry  th e re
i
| was some sm a ll commerce w ith  B arbados, hut e x a c t ly  how much uhere
i

| was may n ev er  he known. Among th e  meagre e v id e n c e  i s  a r e p o r tl I
I to  th e  Board o f Trade made by Governor Pel^g S an ford  in  1 6 8 0 , f o r t y -
i 5
j fo u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  fo u n d in g  o f the c o lo n y . Sanford w rote  th a t  j

i ”we h ave n in e  towns or d iv i s io n s  w ith in  our C o l lo n e y .” As to  th e  |i! !|
i com m ercial p o s s i b i l i t i e s  th e  ansv/er w as, ”wee have s e v e r a l  good j| 

! H arbors in  th e  C o llo n ey  o f  v e ry  good depth  and so u n d in g e , n a v ig a b le  

! fo r  any s h ip p in g s .” He r e p o r te d  fu r th e r  in  r e fe r e n c e  to  tr a d e ,

! "the p r i n c ip a l l  m a tte r s  th a t  are e x p o r te d  amongst u s ,  i s  H orses
j
i and p r o v i s io n s ,  and th e  good s c h i e f l y  im ported i s  a sm a ll q u a n t ity  oij

i.
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P a rt I  j
Chapter I I I

| - 5 -

! B arbadoes goods fo r  su p p ly  o f our fa m i ly e s ."
I j

! The extrem e m eagreness of th e  a c tu a l  commerce o f  th e  p e r io d
i i

! i s  in d ic a te d  in  t h i s  same document when th e  governor announced "wee jI !| l:
: have s e v e r a l l  men th a t  d e a le  in  b u yinge and s e l l i n g e  a lth o u g h  th ey  j
i 1
| cannot p r o p e r ly  be c a l l e d  m erch an ts, and f o r  the P la n te r s  wee j

i.

con ceave th e r e  are abou t f i v e  hundred and about f i v e  hundred men j

j b e s id e s ."  A gain he s t a t e d ,  "That a s  fo r  m erchants wee have n on e, but
i
I th e  m ost o f  our C o llo n ey  l i v e  co m fo rta b ly  by im provinge the  

I w ild e r n e s s e  —  th a t  wee have no sh ip p in g e  b e lo n g in g e  to  our Colloneyj.
! „ ibut o n ly  a few  s lo o p e s ."  |

The r e p o r t  o f  1680 i s  c o n v in c in g  p ro o f o f  th e  com m ercial :
i r j

\\ im m atu rity  o f  Rhode I s la n d .  There w as a  d ea th  o f  men -  S an ford  j

j com plained  o f  t h i s  -  and th e r e  was n o t  y e t  a  su rp lu s  o f  p r o v i s io n s .  |
■ I 1
| E a r ly  P rov id en ce  and Newport r ec o rd s  o f  th e  m iddle se v e n te e n th  i
i i
! c en tu ry  show th a t  a  few  w harves and w areh ou ses were "being " b u ilt, i

I
Pardon T i l l i n g h a s t ‘ s b u i ld in g  among th e  f i r s t ;  b u t a l t o g e t h e r  to o  j

much im portance h a s b een  g iv en  to  th e s e  r e c o r d s . j

| As t o  th e  a c tu a l  West In d ia n  commerce w h ich  d id  e x i s t  j
j

we are n o t  e n t i r e l y  w ith o u t com m ercial docum ents. Two v ery  im portant!
i

on es are a t  our d i s p o s a l .  One i s  th e  P e le g  Sanford L e t te r  Booh and !
1 6 ! 
| th e  o th e r  i s  the W alter  Eewbury S h ip p in g  Booh. The form er shows the 1
i  !
[b u s in e s s  p r a c t ic e s  o f  P e le g  Sanford  betw een  1665 and 1669; th e
! ;
: l a t t e r  in d ic a t e s  th e  a c tu a l  ex p o rt tr a d e  o f  W alter lew bury b etw een  j

1673 and 1 6 8 9 . B oth  m erchants b e lo n g e d  to Hewport and th e r e fo r e  the

I docum ents are o f g r e a t  v a lu e  to  the s tu d e n t  o f  the b e g in n in g s  o f  
1 ;

!Rhode I s la n d  commerce.

j P e le g  Sanford  w as born in  P ortsm outh  in  1639 . When o n ly
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P a rt I
C hapter I I I

i  tw e n ty -fo u r  he moved to  Barbados and th e r e  f o r  a co u p le  o f  y e a r s
I
! was engaged in  b u s in e s s ,  w eav in g  th e  com m ercial t i e s  w h ich  w ere
!
| l a t e r  to  b in d  th e  C aribbean so c l o s e l y  to  Rhode I s la n d . R etu rn in g  
i !
! to  H ew port, P e le g  became fu r th e r  in t e r e s t e d  in  tr a d e  and l a t e r  in  I

| p o l i t i c s .  In 1678 he was made G en era l T reasurer o f  th e  c o lo n y  and j

I in  1680 was e le c t e d  to  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  govern or w h ich  he h e ld  f o r  j
i i

th r e e  y e a r s .  W hile in  t h i s  o f f i c e  he made h i s  r a t h e r n e s s im is t ic  j
7 ~ Ir e u o r t  t o  th e  Board o f  T rade. In 1698 he was Judge o f  th e  Court

8
o f  A d m ira lty ; and in  1701 he d ie d .

The tr a d e  o f  P e le g  S an ford  i n  th e  s i x t i e s  h a s  m ost o f
I;

th e  e lem en ts  w h ich  w ere l a t e r  d e v e lo p ed  in to  th e  e x te n s iv e

e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry  commerce. H a tu r a lly  i t  w as sm a ll  in  -scope, j

j r a th e r  p r im it iv e  in  c h a r a c te r  and a tte n d e d  by g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  !
!  j
j j

j In g e n e r a l ,  I t  w as a  tra d e  betw een  Hewport and B arbados, betw een  |
I '
j Hewport and B o sto n , and f i n a l l y  a fo u r -c o r n e r e d  commerce, the
;i
| co rn ers  b e in g  H ew port, B arbados, London, and B o sto n . Hot o n ly  j

j had P e le g  S an ford  b een  in  Barbados h im s e lf  in  1663 and 1 6 6 4 , b u t j 
1 |

h i s  b r o th e r s  W illia m  and E l is h a  w e re  r e s id in g  th e r e  l a t e r  w h ile  j
j

J P e le g  tra d ed  from  H ewport. He f h e r e f o r e  knew the m arket in  th e  j

i i s la n d s  by e x p e r ie n c e  and th rou gh  fa m ily  c o n ta c t s ,  and he w as aware !
: ! !

j o f  th e  b e s t  m ethods o f  t r a d e .  j

1 II In th e  com m unication betw een  Hewport and Barbados P e le g  j

J  u s u a l ly  em ployed s lo o p s  and k e tc h e s ,  a lth o u g h  a sh ip  i s  o c c a s io n a l ly  !

i m en tion ed . The s i n g le  m asted , f o r e - a n d - a f t - r ig g e d  s lo o p  o f  tw en ty  j
! ii i
j to  se v e n ty  to n s  rem ained v ery  p op u lar  th rou gh ou t th e  e n t i r e  c o lo n ia l j
i |
| p e r io d . S h ip s  -  th r e e  m asted  and square r ig g e d  -  and u s u a l ly  havin g

J  a ton age o f 120 to  4 0 0 , grew in  p o p u la r ity  a s  the e x te n t  o f  th e  trad e
! II !
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P a r t I  j:
Chapter I I I  ji

- s -  r
; i

in c r e a s e d , becom ing th e  f a v o r i t e s  a t  th e  end o f  th e  p e r io d . The i

k e tc h  o f  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n t u r y  seem s t o  have soon g iv e n  way in  j
; i
! p o p u la r ity  to  th e  b r ig s  and b r ig a n t in e s ,  a l l  two m a sted . The k e tc h  |
! !
| i s  f r e q u e n t ly  m en tio n ed , how ever, i n  t h e  S an ford  and Hewbury papers.!:
i  J -

I t  i s  a  two m asted  v e s s e l  w ith  the mainm ast s tep p ed  ab ou t a m id sh ip s |i |
J  w ith  a s m a lle r  m ast n ear  th e  s t e m .  D uring th e  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d  i t  S !
i  \ ,
j was known to  be r ig g e d  in  s e v e r a l  w ays, w ith  f o r e - a n d - a f t  s a i l s ,  i 
j 9 ;
| sq uare s a i l s ,  and a l s o  w ith  la t e e n  s a i l s -  I t  i s  p ro b a b ly  tr u e  j

th a t  th e  b r ig s  and b r ig a n t in e s  w h ich  w ere so  common in  th e  West j

In d ia n  tr a d e  l a t e r  w ere term s u s e d  in te r c h a n g e a b ly . F re q u en tly

an owner w i l l  a t  one tim e c a l l  h i s  v e s s e l  a b r ig  and a g a in  a

j b r ig a n t in e .  The v e s s e l  a lw a y s w as a two m asted one and i t  combined
i

j th e  sq uare s a i l  w ith  th e  f o r e - a n d - a f t .  R eferen ce  sh o u ld  a l s o  be
i
}

| made to  two o th e r  ty p e s ,  a lth o u g h  th e y  came in to  u s e  a t  a l a t e r
j

j d a te , th e  sch oon er  and th e  snow, m e  f i r s t  example o f  th e  form er
i 10
| was d e s ig n e d  in  G lo u c e s te r  and la u n ch ed  in  1713* I t  was a  two
I
j m asted  a f f a i r  w ith  f o r e - a n d - a f t  r i g .  The snow on th e  o th e r  hand

| b e s id e s  two p r in c ip a l  m a sts  had a sm a ll t h ir d  m ast p la c e d  beh in d  
I 11
I th e  m ainm ast and eq u ip p ed  w ith  a t r y s a i l*

In  P e le .g  S a n fo r d ’ s l i t t l e  f l e e t ,  s lo o p s  and k e tc h e s  w ere

| in  th e  m a jo r ity .  T h eir  e x a c t  number cannot be d e term in ed , but i t  i s

| o b v io u s th a t  i t  was s m a ll .  D u rin g  th e  y e a r s  1 6 6 6 , 1 6 6 7 , and 1668
1
! o n ly  f i f t e e n  v e s s e l s  w ere named in  h i s  l e t t e r s ,  and s e v e r a l  o f th e s e

j were in  th e  tr a d e  betw een  E ngland and B oston  w h ile  o th e r s  w ere in
i
| th e  c o a s tw is e  commerce, H a rtfo rd  to  Hewport and B oston  to  H ew port.
i
j Two or th r e e  v e s s e l s  a y e a r  w ere u s u a l ly  em ployed by P e le g  in  h i s
iI
I B arbados v e n tu r es*  C ap ta in s John Almy, [J o se p h ] B a y er , John
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P a rt I  j!
Chapter I I I  |;

- 6 -  j:
|  j

I G ra fto n , James P a in e , Ralph P a rk er , John and Henry B eer w ere th e  !
12 !

i u s u a l  m a s te r s . i
i ' !! I! j;
j The a c tu a l  ow nersh ip  o f  th e  v e s s e l s  m entioned i s  n o t  |
! j-
| c l e a r .  The same h o ld s  tr u e  l a t e r  fo r  Hewbury. I t  was v e r y  u n - j

| common f o r  one man to  own an e n t ir e  v e s s e l  and cargo o u t r ig h t .  The j
i

r i s k  was much to o  g r e a t ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  a t  t h i s  tim e s in c e  th e r e  i s  |

no e v id e n c e  o f  the u se  o f  in s u r a n c e . Even a t  a  l a t e r  d a te , how ever,!
i

th e  l e a d in g  m erchants such a s  L opez, th e  ClmnpLins, and th e  Browns \

I
sought o th e r  in v e s t o r s  t o  -purchase an i n t e r e s t  in  t h e i r  v e s s e l s  i

!
and v e n tu r e s .  A m erchant w ould fr e q u e n t ly  he in v o lv e d  in  s e v e r a l  

d i f f e r e n t  v e s s e l s  and c a r g o e s  a t  the same tim e* In days o f  p e r i l

by s e a  and freq u en t f l u c t u a t i o n s  in  m arket c o n d it io n s ,  t h i s  sp read
; i  ;I j
j o f  r i s k  w as th e  o n ly  s e n s ib le  method* I
'  _ .  i
j I t  was even  common fo r  b o th  sh ip p er  and r e c e iv e r  to  be
j . i!
! p a r t  owners o f  th e  same v e s s e l , .  On December 2 8 , 1668 , fo r  exam p le , !
! I
| P e le g  S an ford  in  Hewport w ro te  to  h i s  b ro th e r  W illiam  in  B arbados: |

j “B ro th er  h eare i s  now a sh ip p  o f  abou t 120 tu n n s a b u ild in g  &  i f  yo I
j i

p le a s e  yo may have a p a r t  o f  h ere  E ith e r  an 1 /8  or l / l 6  or more i f  i
i!

yo p le a s e :  I  have n o t y e e t  ta k e n  any p a r t  o f  h ere  n e i t h e r  s h a l l  j
i

t i n t i l l  I  heare from you: w heathr yo w i l l  B eare any p a r t  or  n o t  n

In  g e n e r a l, fo u r  or f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  m erchants owned th e  

same v e s s e l ,  some b e in g  in  Hewport, one or two p erh ap s in  th e  West 

I n d ie s ,  and one on board the v e s s e l  i t s e l f  a c t in g  a s  m a ste r . W ith  

| th e  l a t t e r  an in v e s to r  in  v e s s e l  and c a rg o , th e  s h ip p e r 's  a n x ie ty  

jw as n a t u r a l ly  le s s e n e d .
j
i On th e se  s lo o p s  and k e tc h e s  w h ich  p lou gh ed  th e  w a te r s  from

jH a rra g a n se tt  t o  th e  C aribbean , the c a r g o e s  w ere n ot v ery  d i s s im i la r  

j from th o s e  o f  th e  1 7 7 0 's .  H orses and p r o v is io n s  found the b e s t  ___ ;
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m a rk ets . West In d ian  su gar p la n t a t io n s  fu r n ish e d  a c o n sta n t  m arket

fo r  h o r s e s .  Ih ey  were u se d  p a r t i c u la r ly  in  th e  m i l l  to  tu r n  th e

c y l in d e r s  which cru sh ed  the su gar c a n e . H orses were a l s o  needed  as

b e a s t s  o f  burden on th e  p la n t a t io n  in  h a u lin g  and c a r t in g .  When

in  1654 a duty was l e v i e d  in  England on th e  e x p o r ta t io n  o f  h o r s e s ,

t h i s  tra d e  s h i f t e d  a c r o s s  th e  A t la n t ic  to  Hew England and th e r e  i t  
13

rem ained* Rhode I s la n d  w as prompt t o  s e i z e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  and

h o r se  r a i s in g  th e r e  began t o  f l o u r i s h .  Farm h o r se s  w ere f i r s t

ex p o r ted  bu t even  in  1668 P e l  e g  S an ford  s e n t  h i s  b r o th e r  “aivery
14

S p esia ll;~ g o o d  B e a s t .“ He added th a t  i t  “h a th  a l l  h i s  p a c e s ."

I t  w as n o t i m t i l  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  n e x t  c en tu ry , how ever, th a t

the fam ous tra d e  in  E a r r a g a n se tt  p a c e r s  f lo u r is h e d .  Sheep w ere

a ls o  s e n t  to  B arbados, and P e le g  even  su g g e s te d  a p o s s ib l e  t r a f f i c  
15

in  cows but the s u g g e s t io n  seem s not- t o  have been e n te r ta in e d .

In the way o f  p r o v is io n s  the c a r g o e s  com prised h ogsh ead s  

o f  pork  and b e e f  but th e  su p p ly  o f  th e  form er was a p p a r e n tly  the  

l a r g e r .  P e a s , b read , b u t t e r ,  and corn  w ere a l3 0  s e n t .  I t  i s  

str a n g e  th a t  in  a l l  th e s e  S an ford  l e t t e r s  no m ention  w as made o f  

f i s h .  P h is  i s  p a r t i c u la r ly  n o t ic e a b le  inasm uch a s  a few  y e a r s  

l a t e r  Hewbury was u s in g  f i s h  a s  a le a d in g  e x p o r t .  Even though  

S a n fo rd ’ s tra d e  did  n o t in c lu d e  t h i s ,  th e r e  can be no doubt th a t  

o th e r s  in  Hewport w ere sh ip p in g  i t ,  a s  were th e  B oston  m erch a n ts , 

t o  th e  W est I n d ie s ,  fh e r e  i s  one in s ta n c e  o f  s ta v e s  b e in g  se n t  by  

S an ford  b u t in  t h i s  p a r t ic u la r  ca se  he m erely  a c te d  a s  a com m ission  

m erch an t, ta k in g  th e  lumber from R ichard  Lord o f H a rtfo rd , and  

c o n s ig n in g  i t  to  W illiam  San ford  in  B arbad os. In  g e n e r a l ,  h ow ever, 

th e  San ford  ca rg o es  w ere made up o f  h o r s e s ,  p e a s , corn , b read , p ork ,
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; i
\ and b e e f .  j
i j
j These good s w ere u s u a l ly  c o n s ig n e d  to  f r ie n d s '  in  Barbados;!
5 i
! t h i s  ine.o®d, w as a t y p ic a l  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y  m ethod. R isk  w as i”
! . i
i g r e a t ,  p r o v is io n s  w ere s c a r c e ,  and t r a f f i c  betw een the West I n d ie s  j.

! :

j and Rhode I s la n d  was l i g h t .  In  a s i t u a t i o n  such as t h i s  no j

| m erchant co u ld  take th e  chance o f h u c k s te r in g , th a t  r a th e r  u n c e r ta in  j
i 1
| i'.rm  o f  m ark etin g  w h ich  became so p op u lar  and n e c e s s a r y  a t  a  l a t e r  j

j t im e . Wor was com m ercial o r g a n iz a t io n  so s p e c i a l i z e d  in  th e  I
i j
I s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y  th a t  f a c t o r s  w ere s e n t  to  r e s i d e - i n  th e  West i
I - ‘ - I .

j I n d ie s  to  h an d le th e  c a r g o e s  o f  a  s in g le  Hew England m erch ant. T h is  j.

j l a s t  m ethod was to  a w a it developm ent u n t i l  th e  secon d  h a l f  o f  th e  i;1 j ’
J  n e x t  c e n tu r y . The mode o f  th e  e a r ly  s h ip p e r s  was much s im p le r .  !
j  i

I P e le g  S an ford  s e n t  h i s  v e s s e l s  u s u a l ly  to  h i s  b r o th e r  W illia m ,

I who on some v e n tu r e s  to o k  th e  e n t ir e  r i s k  o f  th e  s a l e s .  O c c a s io n a lly
i  -  I :

! he a ls o  a c te d  in  p a r tn e r s h ip  w ith  P e l e s .  Som etim es he perform ed I
! ~ ’ I
j th e  d u ty  o f  a  com m ission  m erchant. W hatever th e  p la n , P e le g  was !
I • j
| c e r t a in  o f  a  d e f i n i t e  m ark et, w h eth er  good or bad . O ther f r i e n d s  j 

j in  Barbados a l s o  r e c e iv e d  h i s  f a v o r s .  O cc a s io n a l sm a ll con sign m en ts I 

| were sh ip p ed  to  Thomas B u tch er and John K in g . I

| The r e tu r n  c a r g o e s  c o n s is t e d  o f  r e f in e d  su g a r , m o la s s e s ,  I
16 limuscovado [u n r e fin e d 3  su g a r , rum, and c o tto n  w ool* P e le g  h im s e l f  j 

e x p la in e d  h i s  means o f  p r o f i t  b e t t e r  in  a  l e t t e r  o f  January 2 ,  1 6 6 8 . ! 

The tra d e  b etw een  h im s e lf  and W illiam  had f a l l e n  o f f  f o r  a  few  j

I months w h ile  P e le g  was making a fo r c e d  s ta y  in  th e  B oston  g a o l .  H is  j
i I
| B o sto n  c r e d i t o r s  had won a t  la w , and P e le g  'was se n te n c e d  to  c o n f in e -  |

j m ent. W ith th e  hope o f  s t r i k i n g  up a  r e ju v in a te d  co rr esp o n d en ce , he ;
! ■■ ;

| w rote  to  W illiam :
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B ro th er  i f  yo f in d  th a t  a r e  d e s ie r o u s  to  s e t t l e  a 

tr a y d  in  th e s e  p a r ts ;  fo r  h o r s e s  & p r o v i t io n s  you may 

Ingage me f o r  to  Carry on a  q u a rter  p a r t ,  or i f  yo 

w i l l  Joyne y or  S e l f e  in  i t  th en  to  Carry on one h a l f e

B e tw ix t  u s  i f  i t  he to  the v a lu e  o f 4 or f i v e  hundred 1
I

pounds a y e a re  a t  f i r s t ,  or  i f  any w i l l  sen d  Rume or |

H a la e c e s  & C otton  W ooll & Sume Su grs I  w i l l  or yo !

may in g a g e  yor  s e l f  in  a p a r t to  ta k e  i t  o fe  a t  a  !
I

s e r t a in e  p r ic e  v i z  Hume a t  2 s  6 d . / o r  3 s /p e r  G a ll .  !
j

C otton  w o o l l  a t  6 d p er  l i  m a lla c c e s  a t  12  l i  p er  tunn j

& su gr a t  2 0 s  p e r  hundred t o  he d e l iv e r e d  h ere  on sh ore  j

in  good c o n d it io n  and w i l l  pay them in  h o r se s  &
i

p r o v i t io n s  a s  porke B e e fe  p e a se  B u ttr  a l l  a t  p r i c e s  

C u rren t•

Here in  b r i e f  i s  the w hole s to r y  -  r e tu r n  c a r g o e s ,  

p r i c e s ,  e x p o r ts ,  m ethods o f  t r a d e , o r g a n iz a t io n , and p r a c t i c e s .

One in t e r e s t i n g  id e a  s u g g e s te d  i n  th e  l e t t e r  was th e  scheme fo r  

sh ip m en ts t o  Hewport a t  th e  r i s k  o f  th e  West In d ian  p la n t e r  or  

m erchant; t h i s  id e a  was n o t a t  a l l  new , hut i t  n ever  became v ery  

im p o r ta n t. S an ford  had o c c a s io n a l ly  r e c e iv e d  some su g a r  on 

consign m ent from  B a rb a d ia n s, hut w ith  v ery  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s .

A v e r y  im p ortan t a n g le  o f  th e  trad e  betw een th e  S an ford  

b r o th e r s , one in  Hewport and th e  o th e r  in  B arbad os, was th e  

E n g lis h  c o n n e c t io n . At t h i s  tim e Hewport was dependent upon  

B oston  f o r  i t s  European g o o d s , and a s  a  m a tter  o f  f a c t  n ev er  broke  

away u n t i l  a f t e r  1 7 5 0 . As e a r ly  a s  1 6 6 6 , how ever, P e le g  Sanford  

saw th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  buying E n g lis h  goodw w ith  h i s  West In d ian
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. i r ,»  j
; |
'■ c. i

produ^s o r  h i l l s  o f  ex ch a n g e . H is London uor-res uOndent ■was j

I W illia m  P ate  a t  "the p r in c e s  armes in  Grace chnrch  s t r e e t ."  The i

l e t t e r s  in d ic a te  th a t  w h ile  in  Barbados P e le g  Sanford d id  b u s in e s s  j
i i
I w ith  P a te  and p lan ned  a ?wport corresp on d en ce w ith  him . W r itin g  j
: j
! from  Hewport December 7 , 1666 he s a id :  !

  Sr had n o t th e  d a n g er io u sn e ss  o f  th e  t im e s  p r e -  !
; |
j T en ted  I had th ou gh t to  have beene w ith  you b e fo r e  t h i s :  j
I ;
; but S in ce  h av in g  S e t t l e d  m y se lf  in  t h i s  I p la c e :  have noe !
i ii

th o u g h ts  y e e t  o f  Rem oveing, th e a r fo r e  d e s ie r e  th a t  what j
t

yo have in  yor hands o f  myne, you w i l l  by Some good Sh ipp s

j th a t  f i r s t  Come in  th e  S p rin g  o f  th e  y ea re  Send i t  me in
!I
| Such goods a s  are  E x p ressed  h eare  f o l lo w in g  in  H ayles o f
! |
j S is a b le  S o r ts  n o t E x seed in g  du b le  te e n n s  in  b in g n es  to  th e

j  q u an ta ty  o f  4s S t a r l in g  in  good K hivs two doz Ivory  h a f t s

j 3 l i  w orth and in  S i t h s  to  the v a lu e  o f  S ix e  pounds w orth

j th r e e  p e c e s  o f  good S t r ip t  b la n e h e t t in g  o f  th e  B e e s t  S ort

two p e c e s  o f  good b lew  a r y f a l l s  Pour p e c e s  o f  good Rd yard

w id  C otten  F iv e  pounds w orth  o f  Brace C e t t le s  n o t to E xceed

8 or ten n  g a l lo n s  one thou san d  o f  th r ee d  o f  S e v e r a l l  S o r ts

I two Ban o f  good f in e  p i s t o l e  powder, and what s h a l l  be

| rem ain in g  more due I  d e s ie r e  i t  may be S en t in  good
I
| Lockerum dow les C onviee C arsey Searge and p e n is to n  Sr i f
I
j you w i l l  p le a s e  & fu r n is h  me w ith  50 l i  or 100 l i  on c r e d it

j Sr i f  you have any freedom  in  yor S e l f  f o r  to  S e t t l e  a
*I
J

| C orrespondencey fo r  th e  f u t t e r  and to  have yor R eturnes

j in  Su gr, f o r  a t  p r e se n t  I  have noe o th e r  way o f  makeing
i
j R etu rn es f o r  England bu t I  doe Rather d e s ie r e  a Correspondencey!
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with, your S e l f  th an  any o th e r  p arson  h a r in g  a l lr e d y  made . . ,  j
1

w ith  you &  h e in g  f u l l y  S a t i s f y e d  in  my S e l f  C oncern ing y o u ,
t

S h is  l e t t e r  e p ito m iz e s  th e  w hole s to ry *  S p e c ie  in I
i

Rhode Is la n d  had n e a r ly  a l l  d r i f t e d  toward B oston  and th e  o n ly  j
I

m ethod o f  bu ying  from E ngland was th rou gh  th e  Y/est I n d ie s ,  f o r  j
j

E ngland wanted none o f  the Rhode I s la n d  p r o d u c ts . H ence, P e le g  j
i

S an ford  w ould sh ip  to  Barbados p r o v is io n s  w h ich  were exchanged j
I

th e r e  for- su g a rs r e m it te d  by W illiam  S an ford  to  Mr. P a te  in  London. I

There was n o t  enough ex p o rt tra d e  from  London to  Hewport t o  '
i' I

p erm it th e  goods to  come d i r e c t .  Hence th e  M a ssa c h u se tts  v e s s e l s  i
i1

would f r e ig h t  them to  B oston  where c o a s tw is e  s lo o p s  would ca rr y  j!

them to  H ewport. T h is  t r ia n g u la r  exchange betw een  th e  n o r th e rn  

C o lo n ie s , th e  West I n d ie s ,  and E ngland was e x trem ely  im p ortan t  

and made p o s s ib le  a  g r e a t  E n g lish  e x p o r t tra d e  in  dry goods and  

hardw are.

At B o sto n  P e le g  San ford  had many; r e l a t i v e s  to  tak e  c a re

o f  h i s  b u s in e s s .  H is  u n c le ,  Samuel H u tch in so n , k ep t up a r e g u la r
1 8com m ercial corresp on d en ce  w it h  B e le g  in  H ew port. They s u p p lie d  him 

i w ith  European goods when he co u ld  n o t  g e t  them from E n glan d . P e le g
ii
I in  tu rn  f r e q u e n t ly  se n t  them su g a rs  and p r o v is io n s .
J

j The H u tch in so n s d id  t h e ir  b e s t  to  keep P e le g  o u t o f

I f i n a n c i a l  t r o u b le s  in  B o sto n , but th e y  f a i l e d .  Poor P e le g  was 

i a lw ays in  t r o u b le ,  i f  we would b e l ie v e  h i s  own co rresp o n d en ce .

I B e s id e s  u n d erg o in g  th e  ignom iny o f  d e b to r ’ s  j a i l ,  he s u f fe r e d
! 19 '
! se v e r e  l o s s  in  th e  b u rn in g  o f  a v e s s e l  on w hich  he had a
i

c o n s id e r a b le  c a r g o . M oreover, P e le g  w as c o n s ta n t ly  com p la in in g  o f  

th e  r e c e ip t  o f  bad goods e i t h e r  from  h i s  corresp on d en t in  E n glan d ,
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h i s  b r o th e r  in  th e  West I n d ie s ,  or h i s  r e l a t i v e s  in  B o sto n , H ith er  j 

i he was g r e a t ly  abused  or s l s e  he was an in h er en t gru m b ler. I t  w as j

t r u e ,  o f  c o u r s e , t h a t  p r e p a r a tio n  and p ack in g  o f  c a r g o e s  w ere n o t  I; i.

a s  c a r e f u l ly  a d m in is te r e d  a s  in  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y . Coopers j,
1 ii j1
j fu rth erm ore  appear to  have been  c a r e le s s  f r e q u e n t ly  in  th e  !
: ii ]

m anufacture o f  hogs?xeads and b a r r e l s .  A t y p ic a l  P e le g  com p la in t !

v/as made in  January 1667 when he w ro te  h i s  "L oveing B r o th e r ” th a t  !

! "the good s & th e  w h ich  a r e  R eceved But in  Such Bad C o n d it io n s
| 20 
! th a t  n evr had good s Come in  w orse one o f th e  t e a r s e s  in  p a r tn r sh ip  I
i !: t,

\ th rough  th e  d e fe c t  o f  th e  Casque was a l l  le a k e d  out to  tw en ty  one j;
i .  i
! G a llo n s and one p in t e  th e  o th e r  t e a r s e  and B a r r e l l  w anted  3 2 /4  !
I I-
i o f  f u l l  my t e a r s e s  one v /ith  an o th r  w anted a t  l e a s t  4 G a llo n s  a j
' j;
| p e e s e :  one o f  th e  hhds 4 l / 2  th e  o th r  B ig h t wheare th e  F a u lt  i s  j
! ;i 1
| I  knov/ n o t  th e  Casque a l l  Sem eing v e r y  good on d ly  one t e a r s e  o f  ;
j j
I myne w h ich  i s  u t t e r l y  S p oy led  by th e  Coopr p u t t in g  in  o f  t r a in e  |

j o y le  h ead s or p e e c e s  o f  h ead s in t o  i t  yo may inform e yor  Coopr o f  |

j h i s  K navish  d e a le in g s  w ith  yo fo r  th e  L ik er  i s  Soe much S p oy led  j
I - 2 1  !
I w ith  t h t  S m e lls  and t a s t  Soe o f  I r a in e  o y le  th a t  nme w i l l  drih k e j

j
t h e a r e o f .” j

I - ;
J I f  i t  so happened t h a t  a  cargo  from th e  w est I n d ie s  ;

j d id  please him , th e  sh ip p e r  w as n e v e r  p r a is e d . H is mood seem in g ly  j
! 1
I n ever  b r ig h te n e d , fo r  i f  B arbad ian  goods w ere s a t i s f a c t o r y  th e  j

| E n g lis h  sh ip m en ts w ere bad . He w ro te  W illiam  P a te  in  London:

| ”----[ I ]  f in d  my S e l f  E xtream ly  abused  in  th e  p r ic e s  6c a ls o e  by
I I:
j th e  Badnes of th e  g o o d s .” W ith c u t t in g  sarcasm  he added, ”1
i _ . 1
! w ould be so  C h a r ita b le  a s  to  Judge you  S ever  se e  th e  B ay le  o f I
! 2£ 
! w o o l l in g  C lo th s  E lc e  Y/ould n o t have Sent me su ch  R efuge good s--. ” j
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In th e  f o l lo w in g  year  he adm onished P a te , "not to  f o r g i t t  th e
23

G-oulden R ule hut doe a s  yo w ould he done u n to ."

To augment the e v id en ce  o f  l a t e  se v e n te e n th  cen tu ry  

tra d e  fu r n is h e d  hy S a n fo rd , th e r e  i s  th e  sh ip p in g  hook o f  W alter  

Hewbury o f  th e  en su in g  d eca d e . T his m erchant was horn in  1648 and 

d ied  in  1 6 9 7 .

He i s  f i r s t  heard  o f  in  Hewport in  1673 when h e  sh ip p ed  
24

goods to  B arb ad os. In th e  f o l lo w in g  y ea r  th e  F rien d s*  r ec o rd s

i d e n t i f i e d  him a s  a  " London m erch an t, r e s id in g  in  H ew port," and

show th a t  he pu rch ased  a  hou se  from W illiam  R ich a rd so n , m ariner
25

and owner o f  th e  K etch  M ayflow er.  In  1675 he was l i s t e d  a s  a

Freem an, in  1684  a s  a D eputy , and from 1 6 8 6 -9 6  a s an A s s i s t a n t .

Hewbury w as a p p a r e n tly  a v e ry  a c t iv e  Quaker. The fam ous I t in e r a n t

F r ie n d , W illiam  Edmundson, in  th e  Jou rn a l o f  h i s  own l i f e  d e sc r ib e d

v i s i t s  t o  th e  West I n d ie s ,  a p a ssa g e  to  Rhode I s la n d  in  a "Yateh
26

th a t  Josep h  B ry er , a  F r ien d  was m aster  o f ,"  and h i s  s ta y y d u r in g  an
27 -

i l l n e s s  a t  th e  home o f W alter  Hewbury.

The Uewbury document i s  a sh ip p in g  hook o f  a  standard

ty p e . For th e  co n v en ien ce  o f  m erch ants E n g lish  p r in t e r s  so ld

h i l l s  o f  la d in g  hound to g e th e r  in  hook form . The h i l l s  would he

p r in te d  form s w ith  sp a ce s  in to  -sdiich th e  name o f  th e  sh ip p e r , th e

v e s s e l ,  th e  m a ste r , and th e  r e c e iv e r  would he w r i t t e n .  The c a r g o ,

o f  c o u r s e , was a l s o  in c lu d e d  a lo n g  w ith  the f r e ig h t  r a t e ,  and th e n

to o , th e  d a te .  The m a s te r ’ s  s ig n a tu r e  app eared  a t  the bottom  o f  
28

each  h i l l .

The f i r s t  h i l l  o f  la d in g  w as n o t made o u t in  Uev/bury’ s  

name. I t  r e a d , “Shipped in  good ord er and w e l l  c o n d it io n e d  hy

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W



P a rt I  i;
C harter I I I

l l 4 -  |
29

i  Hope Borden In  and upon th e  S h ip  c a l l e d  th e  Johanah and S a r a h . . .  i
; i
; now r id in g  a t  anchor in  th e  Harbor o f  Hewport and "bound f o r  th e  j 

| I s la n d  o f  B arb ad os.*  The c a r g o , c o n s i s t in g  o f  h o r s e s  and p r o v is io n s ! ,

I was co n sig n ed  to  Joseph  B orden. The b i l l  w as d ated  November 1 8 , 1 6 7 5 .
: ! 
j In t h i s  c a se  sh ip p e r  and c o n s ig n e e  w ere husband and w i f e .  Josep h
| i
! Borden had moved from  P ortsm outh  to  B arbados; h i s  w i f e ,  H ope, |i ;| J
! rem ained in  Newoort w ith  h er  m other u n t i l  th e  B orden’ s  th ir d  c h i ld  I 
j 30 r

was b o rn . The second b i l l  o f  la d in g , d a ted  December SO, 1 6 7 3 , r e v e a lb

W alter Newbury a s th e  sh ip p e r  and Joseph Bcrden the c o n s ig n e e . The j
i  ■

s to r y  i s  p la in  enough. Josep h  Borden had p rob ab ly  c a r r ie d  on a  j
I :

p r e v io u s  corresp on d en ce w it h  B arbados. A fte r  h i s  d ep artu re  to  th e  j;

West I n d ie s  h i s  w if e  c o n tin u ed  h i s  sh ip m en ts u n t i l  h er  own. d e p a r tu r e [’
| i

when Newbury, a  r e c e n t  a r r iv a l  in  Hewport, to o k  over th e  b u s in e s s .  j j  

The r e s t  o f th e  b i l l s  o f  la d in g  in  the o ld  Borden sh ip p in g  book j!
ni:

a l l  b e lo n g ed  to  Nev/bury and co v ered  the p e r io d  from  December 1 0 ,

1673 t o  A p r il  1 3 , 1 6 8 9 .

Hewbury em ployed v e s s e l s  o f  ty p e s  n e t  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  from  

th o s e  o f  S a n fo r d s . The m a jo r ity  are s lo o p s  and k e tc h e s .  I t  i s  

u n fo r tu n a te  th a t  th e  word SHIP was p r in te d  on the form  o f th e  b i l l s .  

F r e q u e n tly  th e  w r it e r  f o r g o t  t o  c r o s s  ou t th e  word and w r ite  in  th e

a c tu a l  ty p e  o f  th e  v e s s e l .  As a r u le ,  how ever, th e  d e s c r ip t iv e
31

name o f  th e  c r a f t  w as g iv e n .  Hewbury in  1688 em ployed a b r ig a n t in e  

and even  b e fo r e  t h i s  th e r e  i s  no doubt s h ip s  were a c t u a l ly  u s e d .

In g e n e r a l ,  how ever, s lo o p s ,  k e tc h e s ,  and b r ig a n t in e s  w ere m ost 

common. Like S an ford , Hewbury d o u b t le s s  had an in t e r e s t  in  s e v e r a l  

o f th e s e  v e s s e l s ,  p erh ap s even  owning one o u t r ig h t ,  b u t th a t  i s  

q u ite  d o u b t fu l.  As one o f  the le a d in g  m erchants in  H ewport,
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| !
; Hewbury perhaps h a t  sh a r e s  in  s e v e r a l  v e s s e l s  o f  th a t  p o r t .  There j

I i s  e v id e n c e  h ere  th a t  Hewbury was con cern ed  in  a t  l e a s t  f o r t y - s e v e n  I
i  i
! v o y a g e s:  n in e te e n  to  B arbad os, f i v e  t o  Jam aica , two to  K e v is , and I
i !
! one to  A n tig u a . One v e s s e l  went to  London, e ig h t  to  Hew York^: and i
i I
! se v e n  to  B o sto n . S h row sb erry , P h i la d e lp h ia ,  and B u r l in g to n -e n - th e -  j
i  i
I D elaw are are  a l s o  each  m entioned  o n c e . Barbados was n a t u r a l ly  i
* i

i th e  c h i e f  o b j e c t iv e .  I t  i s  o f c o n s id e r a b le  i n t e r e s t  and some I; - ii !
I s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  a s  e a r ly  a s  1678 Hewbury t r i e d  a sh ipm ent to  !
I i
! Jam aica w h ich  became th e  le a d in g  m arket a  h a l f  cen tu ry  l a t e r .  !
i i

j The m ost f r e q u e n t ly  m en tion ed  m aster  was Joseph B r y e r . j
1 I! At f i r s t  he was m a ster  of th e  S lo o p  Portsm outh  s a i l i n g  a  r e g u la r  i
i
i co u rse  betw een  Hewport and B arb ad os. From 1679 to  1 6 8 4 , h ow ever,
i
j he commanded a  s h ip  o f  th e  same name, and in  1687 w as m aster  o f  th e
1
i Sh ip  P r o v id e n c e . The o th er  r e g u la r  m aster  m en tioned  was Henry B e e r .
! 32
! Both appeared in  th e  S an ford  r e c o r d s .

One o f  th e  m ost im p ortant c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h i s  p e r io d ,
ij
| w h ich  i s  e v id en ce d  by m ethods of b o th  S an ford  and Hewbury, i s  th a t
i
j c a r g o e s  were c o n s ig n e d  to d e f i n i t e  in d iv id u a l s .  S an ford  u sed
Ii
I t h i s  p r a c t ic e  a lm o st r e g u la r ly .  Hewbury em ployed i t  t o o ,  but
j
| o c c a s io n a l ly  to o k  a chance on a con sign m en t to  th e  m a ste r , who was

| charged  to  d is p o s e  o f  i t  a s  b e s t  h e  c o u ld . I t  was t h i s  m ethod o f
|
i sh ipm ent w h ich  became so p op u lar  in  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  n e x t
i
j c e n tu r y . At f i r s t ,  how ever, t h i s  was to o  r i s k y .  Even a  s in g le
j
j cargo  w ould u s u a l ly  be co n sig n ed  to  d i f f e r e n t  men.
!1
j The K etch  P ortsm ou th . Josep h  B ry er , m a ste r , w as la d e n

i w ith  goods by F a l t e r  Hewbury and on th e  22nd day o f  th e  1 1 th  
j 33
j  month 1675 [Janu ary  2 2 , 1 6 7 6 ] ,was ord ered  to  B arbad os. The
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: f o l lo w in g  h i l l s  o f  la d in g  were made:

2 B a r r e ls  B e e f

1 n M utton
j

nf o r  Josep h  Grouve mchant & g o e s  c o n sig n ed  to  O liv e r  

! H oolon meht in  B erbados.®

! 1 B a r r e l B e e f

1  ® M utton

! 1  ® Hogs f a t

i ®for Timothy M a rsh a ll d ecea sed  &  g o e s  c o n sig n ed  to

| A b ig a i l  M a rsh a ll h i s  l a t e  w ife  in  Barbados*

| 1  B a r r e l B e e f
!

3 “ Pork

I ® for G ilb e r t  G i l la s p ie  m ereht in  B arbadoes & g o e s  to

j  him c o n s ig n e d ,n
i
| 1 B a r r e l B e e f
i

| tt— R isque o f  Em anuell C u r t is  & g o e s  to  him in  Barbados®

! 3 B a r r e ls  Pork
j
I 3 “ B e ef
|

| ®-— R isq u e o f  Josep h  Barden [B orden] mchant in  Barbados®

j 1 B a r r e l B e e f

i 1 * M utton

j 1 F fr k in  Hogs f a t

I *— f o r  a e c t  H e ste r  H oster  & to  h e r  consigned®
i

The f r e i g h t  r a te  on a l l  th e s e  con sign m en ts was f i v e
j
! hundred pounds o f  muscovado su gar p er  to n ,
I
j How d i f f e r e n t  w as t h i s  arrangem ent than  th e  l a t e r  on es o f

Cham plin, L opez, Brown and Vernon who w ould  each  sen d  s e v e r a l  la r g e
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v e s s e l s  ou t in  th e  same month, w ith  c a rg o e s  co n sig n ed  to  th e  m aster  

to  s e l l  i n . a  h u c k s te r in g  w ay, or would c o n s ig n  to  an agen t r e s id in g  

te m p o r a r ily  in  th e  West I n d ie s .

Throughout th e  e n t i r e  Hewbury sh ip p in g  books one f in d s  

th e  c a r g o e s  to  be d e l iv e r e d  to  c e r ta in  in d iv id u a ls  and o n ly  

r a r e ly  was th e  v e n tu r e  a pure m atter  o f  ch a n ce . Even on h i s  new 

sh ip m en ts to  Jam aica he seldom  tr u s t e d  th e  m ark etin g  o f th e  goods

to  th e  c a p ta in  on board . One o f  th e  l a r g e s t  Jam aica con sign m en ts
!

was in  Hovember 1684 when t h e  Sh ip  P ortsm ou th  ̂ Joseph 3 r y e r , m aster ,j

was c o n s ig n ed  to  Benjam in Hewbury o f Jam aica, th e  b r o th e r  o f W alter .j
j i

The b i l l  o f  la d in g  l i s t e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  cargo: j:

5 B b ls .  m ackerel 11

50 w hole and 40 ( l / 2  b b l s . )  Pork

8 * * 4 0  " * B eef

20 B b ls . C ider

9 “ B eer

2 Hhds. & 9 b b l .  o n io n s  

12 R B r is k e t

5 w hole &  SO ( l / 2  B b l) f lo u r  

1000 B b ls .  Tar 

61 F ir k in s  B u tte r  

2 B b ls .  o i l  

14 Hhd. F is h

9 F ir k in s  Hgs f a t

10 B oxes C andles  

8 Casks A p ples  

50 C h eeses  

1540 S ta v e s
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! T h is was a  c o n s id e r a b le  consignm ent f o r  a Hewport m erchant
i i.

t o  send  out in  1684 , and c e r t a in ly  th e  term sh ip  i s  c o r r e c t ,  f o r  j
i I
j no s lo o p  or k e tc h  c o u ld  c a r r y  such a  b u lk y  c a r g o . j

The Hewbury c a rg o e s  to  th e  West I n d ie s  were o f  a  v e r y  j
; . j '
I m is c e l la n e o u s  n a tu r e . In  th e  w in te r  m onths, b e e f  and pork w ere j
! I
| th e  m ost common. M ackerel in  th e  o th e r  se a so n s  was th e  m ost u s u a l  j
! j
j f i s h  ersp ort, a lth o u g h  i t  was o f l e s s  im portance than  o th e r  ;
\ i
I p r o v is io n s .  There was n o t a  g r e a t  amount o f  l i v e - s t o c k  s e n t  by j
| !
j Hewbury to  th e  West I n d ie s .  H o rses , o f  c o u r s e , w ere se n t  b u t o n ly  J
i •

i o c c a s io n a l ly .  Sheep w ere c a r r ie d  t o  H orth C a r o lin a , bu t th e r e  i s

! no m en tion  o f  such  a  shipm ent t o  th e  C arib b ean . The p r o v is io n s

j  c o n s is t e d  rranly o f  a p p le s ,  c id e r ,  p e a s ,  b rea d , w h ea t, b u t t e r ,  c h e e se ;
j i
I and o n io n s . Many o th e r  g o o d s , how ever, w ere found among th e  !i I; i
! c a r g o e s . Tar, s t a v e s ,  raw w o o l, so a p , c a n d le s ,  and o i l  w ere q u ite  j 

common.i
i

i  A p p aren tly  from  1690 to  1700 th e  tra d e  o f  Rhode I s la n d  i
!

! d id  n o t  d i f f e r  g r e a t ly  from t h a t  o f th e  p r e c e d in g  d e c a d e s . A n tigu a
i
! may have a t t r a c t e d  more v e s s e l s ;  p o s s ib ly  Jam aica was g a in in g  a s  j
I  i

a m ark et. B arbados, how ever, w as soon  to  s e e  th e  su*» s e t t i n g  in  j

| th e  w e s t ,  and h er  h eyday coming to  a  c l o s e .  For a q u arter  o f  a  |
I ■ !
! c en tu ry  m ore, how ever, she h e ld  on, but th e  fo r c e  o f n a tu re  was n o t !
j j
j to  be d e n ie d . j

The Rhode I s la n d  -  West In d ia n  tr a d e , hazardous a s  i t  w as j

in  p eace  t im e , soon  became more d an gerou s. In  May 1702 E ngland  
! '  ‘

I w ent to  war w ith  S p a in  and F ra n ce . I t  to o k  s k i l l  enough to  e sca p e  j
j . '
j th e  e le m e n ts , b u t now th e  c a p ta in  must a l s o  a v o id  th e  h o s t i l e
t ;
• p r iv a t e e r s .  Such c a r g o e s  a s  g o t  th ro u g h , how ever, w ere h ig h ly  :

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W


