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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION

The Problem

What does Henry B arnard  m a tte r to  th e  worker in  the  f i e ld  o f  te ac h e r 

ed u ca tio n  to-day? To th e  b u ild e rs  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  c u r r ic u la ,  programs?

What a re  h is  d i s t in c t iv e  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l education  o f 

American teach ers?  An a ttem p t to  answer th e se  q u estio n s  i s  the  aim o f t h i s  

th e s i s .  Dr. B arnard s a id  n early  a hundred y ea rs  ago, "For one I  mean to  

enjoy th e  s a t i s f a c t io n  o f  la b o r ,  l e t  who w i l l  e n te r  in to  th e  h a r v e s t .11-*- And 

now a cen tury  a f te rw a rd s , th e  burden o f t h i s  re sea rc h  i s  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f 

new m a te r ia l and some new in te r p r e ta t io n s  o f  a lready  pub lished  m a te r ia l ,  to  

th e  end th a t  Henry B arnard  may speak o u t more c le a r ly  in  th e  y ears  to  come 

as a guide fo r  th e  ed u ca to rs  o f  te a c h e rs .

The au th o r as th e  th i r d  P r in c ip a l  o f  th e  La hbury Normal School, th e  

youngest U nit o f  th e  T eachers C ollege o f C onnecticu t, claim s o f f i c i a l  d e sc e n t 

from Henry B arnard, f i r s t  P r in c ip a l  o f  th e  New B r i ta in  Normal School, th e  

o ld e s t  U n it o f  th e  same c o lle g e . The a u th o r 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  

o f  drawing in s p i r a t io n  f o r  h is  d a ily  work from th e  l i f e  and la b o rs  o f  Henry 

Barnard was aroused t>y th e  ad m ira tio n  shown ty  h is  s u p e r io r  o f f ic e r ,  D octor 

E rn es t W. B u t te r f ie ld ,  Commissioner o f  E ducation  o f C onnec ticu t, fo r  th a t  

g re a t C onnecticu t E d u ca to r.

1 . Bernard C. S te in e r ,  L ife  o f Henry B arnard , p . 28.
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2

With th e  hope th a t  he m ight f in d  in  th e  w ritin g s  o f  D octor Barnard 

on normal s c h o o ls , some id e a s  fo r  immediate u se , th e  w r i te r  secured  fo r  

th e  l i b r a r y  o f  th e  Danbuiy 1'eachers C ollege a copy o f B arnard1 s "Normal 

Scho.oJs M  O th er I n s t i t u t i o n s . Agencies jlM  M.s.ana» D esigned Ih e  P£o- 

f e s s io n a l  E d u ca tio n  o f  T eachers" . With t h i s  tre a s u re  i n  hand, he wrote 

under th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  Doctor Alonzo F . Myers, a study e n t i t l e d ,  "Henry 

B a rn a rd 's  W anderjahre and th e  Teachers C ollege o f C o n n ec ticu t" . That 

study forms th e  b a s is  o f one o f  th e  chap ters  o f  t h i s  document.

The r e a l  s tim u lu s  to  an  o r ig in a l  study o f th e  d i s t i n c t iv e  c o n tr ib u ­

t io n s  o f  Henry B arnard to  the  E ducation  o f Teachers came, however, from 

th e  a u th o r 's  m ajor a d v iso r  a t  New lo r k  U n iv e rs ity , D octor Ambrose L. S u h rie . 

As th e  r e s u l t  o f a  th re e -h o u r  se s s io n  w ith  Doctor S u h rie  la s t in g  from mid­

n ig h t u n t i l  th re e  o 'c lo c k  in  th e  morning i n  th e  w r i t e r 's  home, th e  d e te r ­

m in a tio n  to  add, i f  p o s s ib le ,  some sm all c o n tr ib u tio n  to  our p re se n t 

knowledge as to  w hether o r not Henry Barnard m a tte rs  i n  th e  l iv e s  o f p re s e n t-  

day te a c h e rs  was b o rn . On two p rev ious occasions and w hile  P r in c ip a l  o f th e  

Johnson, Vermont, Normal School, th e  au thor had v i s i t e d ,  w ith  D octor S u h rie , 

th e  Couching L io n  Farm a t  W aterbury, Vermont, th e  home o f D octor W ill S. 

Monroe, th e  fo rem ost l iv in g  a u th o r i ty  on th e  l i f e  and work o f Henry B arnard .

The O r ig in a l i ty  o f  th e  Q uestions R aised

There i s  no r e a l  biography o f Henry B arnard . He h im se lf  planned to  

w rite  an  au tobiography as t e s t i f i e d  by no tes l e f t  among h is  p ap e rs . That 

D octor W ill S . Monroe in ten d ed  to  be B a rn a rd 's  "Boswell" i s  evidenced by th e  

f a c t  t h a t  w hile  th e  form er was a P ro fe s so r  in  W es tfie ld , M assachuse tts , S ta te  

Normal S choo l, he rode from th a t  c i ty  to  H artfo rd  weekly on h is  b ic y c le
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3

s t a r t in g  b e fo re  d a y lig h t Sunday mornings i n  o rd e r to  be a t  work copying 

B arnard ’ s l e t t e r s  and working w ith  h is  f r ie n d  during  th o se  e a r ly  morning 

hours when Barnard was accustomed to  c a rry  on h is  l i t e r a r y  a c t i v i ty .

D octor Monroe’ s "The E d u ca tio n a l Labors o f  Henry B arnard" (1893) i s  l i t t l e  

more th an  a b rochure . The most complete l i f e  i s  a b u l l e t i n  of  one hundred  

th ir ty -p a g e s  e n t i t le d  "L ife  o f Henry B arn ard . The f i r s t  U nited  S ta te s  Com­

m issio n er o f  E ducation-1867-1870" . T h is was w r i t te n  by B ernard C. S te in e r  

and p u b lish ed  (1919) by th e  U nited S ta te s  Bureau o f E ducation . Even 

b r ie f e r  b io g ra p h ic a l sk e tch es  o f  v a rio u s  a sp e c ts  o f B arnard ’ s l i f e  a re  

p ub lish ed  i n  re p o r ts  o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s  Commissioner o f  Education and o f 

th e  P roceed ings o f  th e  N a tio n a l E ducation  A sso c ia tio n . S e le c ted  read ings 

from B arnard ’ s w ritin g s  have been c a re fu l ly  e d ite d  by D octor John S. B rubacher, 

A s s is ta n t  P ro fe sso r  o f th e  H is to iy  and Ph ilosophy  o f E ducation , Yale U niver­

s i t y ,  c la s s i f i e d  and p u b lish ed  in  a volume, "Henry B arnard on E ducation  " , 

(1931). M erle C u r t i ,  P ro fe s s o r  o f  H is to ry , Sm ith C o llege, in  th e  te n th  

volume o f th e  K eport o f  th e  American H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  Commission on 

th e  S o c ia l S tu d ie s  in  th e  S choo ls, "The S o c ia l  Id e a s  o f  American E ducato rs" 

has an  e x c e lle n t  ch ap te r e n t i t l e d  "Henry B arn ard ". There are  numerous maga­

z in e  a r t i c l e s  on v a rio u s  a sp e c ts  o f  h is  work.

Reverend Anson P. S tokes i n  h is  "Memorials o f  Eminent Y ale Men" s ta te s  

t h a t  "a  l i f e  o f Henry B arnard i s  a d esid e ra tu m ". Doctor Clyde H i l l ,  Chairman 

o f  th e  Yale G raduate Departm ent o f  E ducation , has expressed to  th e  au th o r th e  

hope th a t  i n  1938, the  one hundredth  an n iv e rsa ry  o f B arnard ’ s appointm ent as 

S e c re ta ry  o f the  C onnecticu t Board o f  Commissioners o f  Common S choo ls, Yale 

U n iv e rs ity  w i l l  be ab le  to  b rin g  about th e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f an adequate 

biography o f h e r most i l l u s t r i o u s  ed u ca to r.
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The n e a re s t  approach to  t h i s  study i s  th e  d o c to ra te  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,

"Henry B arnard , School A d m in is tra to r"  by D octor Anna Lou B la i r  (P h .D .,

L i t t .  D.) Chairman o f  th e  Department o f Modern Languages, S outhw estern  

M issouri S ta te  Teachers C o lleg e , S p r in g f ie ld , M issou ri, and subm itted  to  

Yale U n iv e rs ity  i n  1931. I n  t h i s  study , Doctor B la i r  has one ch ap te r 

named "The H eart o f  th e  Whole M atte r, th e  T ra in in g  o f T each e rs" . One o f 

th e  f i r s t  s te p s  tak en  by th e  au th o r a f t e r  d ec id in g  to  study th e  problem o f 

B arnard1 s d i s t i n c t iv e  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  ed u ca tio n  of te a c h e rs  was to  

communicate w ith  Miss B la i r  to  determ ine whether in  her o p in io n  th e re  might 

be s u f f i c i e n t  m a te r ia l  s t i l l  unpublished  to  make the  study w orth  w hile .

A te leg ram  from D octor B la i r  s ta te d  th a t  in  her op in ion  th e re  was abundant 

m a te r ia l fo r  such a s tu d y .

The C h ie f Sources o f  D ata

The c h ie f  pub lish ed  sources o f  d a ta  used were D octor Barnard* s own 

voluminous w ritin g s  in c lu d in g  about sev e n ty -f iv e  t i t l e s  o f  L ib ra ry  o f  Con­

g re ss  Cards and a d d i t io n a l  book and pamphlet m a te r ia l inc luded  i n  th e  

S te r l in g  Memorial L ib ra ry  o f Yale U n iv e rs ity , th e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  a t  H a rtfo rd , 

C o n n ec ticu t, th e  C h arles  D. Hine L ib ra ry  o f the  C onnecticu t S ta te  Board o f 

E duca tion , th e  New York U n iv e rs ity  (Washington Square) L ib ra ry , th e  L ib ra ry  

o f  C ongress, and th e  L ib ra ry  o f th e  N ational E ducation  A sso c ia tio n , 

W ashington, D.C.

The c h ie f  so u rces  o f  unpublished  d a ta , however, were th e  r e p o r ts  and 

re fe re n c e s  to  Henry B arnard i n  th e  a rch iv es  o f th e  ^ ta t e  Board o f  E ducation  

in  H a rtfo rd  ( in c lu d in g  a  reco rd  o f th e  minutes o f  th e  Board o f  Normal School 

Com m issioners), th e  l e t t e r s ,  m an u scrip ts , pam phlets, newspaper c l ip p in g s ,
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p ho tographs, e t  c e te ra ,  f i l l i n g  a la rg e  tru n k  i n  th e  H artfo rd  Athenaeum 

( th e  s o -c a lle d  W atkinson c o l le c t io n ) ,  and th e  Monroe C o lle c tio n .

The Monroe C o lle c tio n  o f approxim ately  two thousand o r ig in a l  l e t t e r s  

w r i t t e n  to  Henry B arnard ty  co rresponden ts i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  th e  U nited  

S ta te s  and i n  fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s ,  c a re fu l ly  p reserv ed  th roughou t h is  l i f e  

tim e and d e sc rib e d  by D octor B la ir  as  "a v e r i t a b le  mine o f  h i s to r i c a l  

t r e a s u r e  f o r  th e  fu tu re  h i s to r i a n  o f  e a r ly  American e d u ca tio n " , was the  

c h ie f  source  o f  o r ig in a l  m a te r ia l used in  t h i s  s tu d y . These l e t t e r s  were 

made a v a i la b le  to  th e  au th o r through th e  good o f f ic e s  o f h is  sponsor, 

D octor Ambrose L. S u h rie , and through the  g re a t  k indness o f  D octor W ill S. 

Monroe.

A ss is te d  by a  s e c re ta ry  th e  au th o r worked f o r  two weeks during  the  

summer o f 19S6 a t  Couching Lion Farm, th e  home o f  D octor Monroe near 

W aterbury, Vermont, examining every one o f  th e se  l e t t e r s .  Those which 

seemed to  b e a r on th e  problem o f Dr. B arn ard ’ s d i s t in c t iv e  c o n tr ib u tio n s  

to  th e  ed u ca tio n  o f  te a c h e rs  were e i th e r  copied  in  t h e i r  e n t i r e ty  o r in  

p a r t .  Some tim e on each o f sev e ra l a f te rn o o n s  w as. devoted to  tak in g  down 

s ten o g rap h ic  no tes o f in te rv ie w s  between th e  au th o r and D octor Monroe con­

cern ing  h is  l i f e  work and h is  rem in iscences o f D r. B arnard . One s e t  o f 

th e  co p ies  o f  B arn a rd 's  l e t t e r s  was sen t to  th e  Departiaent o f  ^ each e rs- 

C ollege and Normal-School B(juca-tion o f th e  School o f  L o c a t io n ,  New York 

U n iv e rs ity . At th e  co n clu sio n  o f th e  s tu d y , th e  o r ig in a l  l e t t e r s  ( a t  the  

re q u e s t o f  D octor Monroe) were c a re fu l ly  indexed , boxed and la b e le d . They 

have s in c e  been  p resen ted  by Doctor Monroe to  th e  New York U n iv e rs ity  

L ib ra ry , th u s  g iv in g  i t  th e  most complete c o l le c t io n  o f B arnard  m a te r ia l in  

e x is te n c e  to d ay .
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The w r i te r  has v i s i t e d  Miss Emily B arnard , so le  su rv iv o r o f  th e  f iv e  

c h ild re n  o f Henry and Joseph ine  DesNoyers B arnard , a t  h e r home in  S a lisb u ry , 

C o n n ec ticu t, and o b ta in ed  from h e r a photograph, magazine m a te r ia l and 

rem in iscences o f h e r f a th e r .  Some y e a rs  ago th e  au thor took  A lb e rt E.

W inship o f Boston (quo ted  in  s e v e ra l c h ap te rs  o f  t h i s  th e s i s  on th e  h i s to r ­

i c a l  in te r p r e ta t io n o f  th e  F ra n k lin -  Noah W ebster -  B arnard -  H a rris  

su ccess io n  i n  C hapter I I )  to  th e  g rave o f  W illiam  T. H a r r is .  At th a t  tim e 

D octor Winship spoke a t  le n g th  o f B arnard , Monroe, H a r r is ,  Lucy Wheelock, 

and o th e r  p io neers  i n  th e  ed u ca tio n  o f  American te a c h e rs , and w ith  p a r t i c u la r  

re fe re n c e  to  th e  preem inence o f B arnard  as a p io n eer i n  t h i s  f i e l d .

C onsiderab le  secondary m a te r ia l i n  th e  L ib ra ry  o f Congress and th e  

L ib ra ry  o f  the  N a tio n a l E ducation  A sso c ia tio n , W ashington, D.C. was examined.

The S ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  Q uestions

The tw enty y e a r s ' experience t h a t  th e  au th o r has had i n  school a d m in is tra ­

t io n ,  n ine o f  which have been i n  th e  f i e l d  o f te ac h e r ed u ca tio n , has g iv en  him 

a  background by which to  approach t h i s  study  as a p r a c t ic a l  problem. T his 

q u e s tio n  has been k ep t i n  mind c o n s ta n tly . What d i s t in c t iv e  c o n tr ib u tio n s  

has Doctor B arnard made to  th e  ed u ca tio n  o f te a c h e rs  which a re  u s e fu l f o r  a 

perso n  working i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  te a c h e r  ed u ca tio n  to  know about i n  o rd e r 

e i th e r  to  broaden h is  ph ilosophy o r improve h is  p ra c tic e ?  For seven y ears  

th e  au tho r ta u g h t th e  H is to ry  o f  E ducation  i n  th e  S ta te  Normal School a t  

Johnson, Vermont, and he has k ep t in  mind th e  in c lu s io n  o f c e r ta in  d a ta  

which m ight be u s e fu l to  te a c h e rs  o f  th e  H is to ry  o f  Araeri can E ducation  in  

normal sch o o ls  o r te a c h e rs  c o lle g e s . C hapter X II, the  summarizing ch ap te r 

a t  th e  c lo se  o f  th e  th e s i s ,  shows th e  c h ie f  p o in ts  on which th e  w r i te r  makes

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W



7

claim  e i t h e r  to  th e  d isco v ery  o f h i th e r to  unpub lished  knowledge o r to  new 

in te r p r e ta t io n s  o f  e x is t in g  knowledge.

The fo llo w in g  pages a re  th e  Record, and he who la b o rs  to -d a y  i n  the  

f i e l d  o f  te a c h e r  ed u ca tio n  may read  th e  s to ry  o f  one who l iv e d  and labored  

long  ago and d isco v ered  arxi u t i l i z e d  mary o f  th e  th in g s  th a t  th e  un th ink ing  

modern b e lie v e s  a re  h is  own in v e n tio n s .
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CHAPTER I I  

HENRI BARNARD, A BRIEF BIUGRAPHY

Three men—Noah W ebster, Henry B arnard , and W illiam  T. H a r r is ,  a l l  

g raduates  o f  Yale U n iv e rs ity — took  up th e  to rc h  l ig h te d  by Benjamin 

F ran k lin  i n t th e  e ig h te en th  cen tu ry  and c a r r ie d  i t  down to  th e  tw e n tie th . 

E arly  in  h is  l i f e  Noah W ebster " c a lle d  on Benjam in F ran k lin , th en  re c e n t­

ly  re tu rn e d  from Europe, f u l l  o f  an  o ld  man’ s wisdom and anecdo tes. . . . 

W ith a gleam in  h is  eye F ra n k lin  drew ou t th e  young schoolm aster, le d  him 

on to  avow an i n t e r e s t  in  s im p lif ie d  s p e l l in g ,  and then  proposed th a t  they  

should  converse f u r th e r  on th e  s u b je c t  a f t e r  W ebster’ s own id eas  m atured.

The l a s t  word th a t  F ra n k lin  ev er wrote on ed u ca tio n  was in  a l e t t e r  

to  W ebster. F ra n k lin  pronounced th e  s p e ll in g  book " ' a n  e x c e lle n t w ork,' 

one th a t  would be g re a t ly  u s e fu l  ' i n  tu rn in g  th e  thoughts o f  our countrymen 

to  c o r re c t  w r i t i n g . '" ^  T h is  was w r i t te n  on December 26, 1789.

On March 10, 1835, Noah W ebster took pen i n  hand to  w rite  th e  fo llow ­

ing  l e t t e r  i n  b e h a lf  o f  Henry B arnard  who was j u s t  out o f  th e  Yale Law 

School and making p lans f o r  h is  European "W anderjahre".

1 . H. R. W arfel, Noah W ebster: Schoolm aster to  America, p . 136.
2. R eport. U nited  S ta te s  Commissioner o f  E duca tion , 1902, Volume 1 , p . 161.
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♦New Haven, C onnecticu t 
March 10, 1855

Thomas Musgrave 
P ro fe s so r  o f  A rabic 
T r in i ty  C o llege  
Cambridge, England

I  tak e  t h i s  l i b e r t y  to  in tro d u ce  to  you th e  b e a re r , Henry 
Barnard Esq. o f  t h i s  S ta te ,  a  young gentlem an o f the  b a r , 
and o f good c h a ra c te r  and t a l e n t s .  He i s  on a v i s i t  o f  
c u r io s i ty  and o b se rv a tio n  to  Europe, and i f  you s h a l l  r e ­
ce iv e  t h i s  l e t t e r  and s h a l l  f a c i l i t a t e  h is  in q u i r ie s ,  you 
w i l l  bestow a fa v o r on me . . .  .

Noah Webster^-

W illiam  T. H a rr is  was in  touch w ith  D octor B arnard f o r  over h a l f  a 

c en tu ry . "W hile i t  was Barnard and Mann who l a i d  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  the  

American p u b lic  school system , i t  was W illiam  T. H a rr is  who p re s id e d  over 

th e  re a r in g  o f th e  s t r u c tu r e .

D r. H a rr is  w rote i n  h is  in tro d u c tio n  to  th e  "A n a ly tica l Index  to  

B arnard1 s American Jo u rn a l o f  E ducation" th e  fo llo w in g : "This work o f  

D octor Henry B arnard , th e  f i r s t  U nited S ta te s  Commissioner o f  E duca tion , 

i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a  l ib r a r y  o f  educa tion  i n  i t s e l f . T h e  f i r s t  volume o f 

t h i s  monumental work appeared th e  summer a f t e r  H a rr is  e n te red  Y ale. I n  

o rd e r t h a t  th e  tw e n ty -e ig h th  volume might be pub lished  in  1878, D octor 

H a rr is  "coopera ted  in  o rg an iz in g  a  co rp o ra tio n  i n  New York having a  c a p i t a l  

s to ck  o f  $25,000 o f  which $2,000 were p a id  in ,  to  c a rry  on th e  J o u rn a l ." ^

1 . B arnard  L e t te r s  (unpublished) Monroe C o lle c tio n , New York U n iv e rs ity ,
New York.

2. M erle C u r t i ,  The S o c ia l Id ea s  o f  American E ducato rs, S c r ib n e rs . (1935),
p . 510.

3 . A n a ly tic a l  Index  to  B a rn a rd 's  American Jo u rn a l o f  E duca tion , U nited
S ta te s  B ureau o f  E ducation  R eport. (1892). p . 5 .

4 . B ernard  C. S te in e r ,  L ife  o f Henry B arnard , p . 117.
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The l a s t  volume o f th e  Jo u rn a l p u b lish ed  by B arnard  h im self came ou t in  

1881, th e  y e a r a f t e r  D r.H a rris  c lo sed  h is  q u a r te r  o f  a century  of se rv ice  

f o r  th e  schools o f  S t .  L ou is, went to  Europe, and th en  s e t t l e d  in  Concord, 

M assachuse tts , becoming one o f th e  founders o f  th e  Concord School o f 

P hilosophy and L i te r a tu r e .

That f a te  should have t i e d  to g e th e r  a l l  o f  th e se  men, F ra n k lin , W ebster, 

Barnard and H a r r is ,  in  p a r t  a t  l e a s t  th rough t h e i r  European ex p erien ces, i s  

on ly  n a tu ra l  when one r e f l e c t s  t h a t  a  g re a t  movement fo r  popular education  

had a r is e n  i n  Europe du ring  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry . "A v a s t l i t e r a t u r e  had 

sprung up around th e  works o f  Rousseau, P e s ta lo z z i ,  and the group o f volumi­

nous ed u ca tio n a l w r ite rs  waked in to  l i f e  by t h e i r  r a d ic a l  theories."-*- In ­

s t i t u t i o n s  l ik e  th e  Ph ilan thropinum  founded by Basedow in  1774, P e s ta lo z z i1 s 

schoo l a t  Yverdon, where twenty y e a rs  o f  h is  l i f e  from 1804 to  1824 were 

sp e n t, and the  school a t  Hofwyl conducted from 1806 to  1844 by F e llen b e rg  

profoundly  in flu en ced  American o p in io n . Barnard l a t e r  described  th e  school 

a t  Hofwyl as " th e  most i n f lu e n t i a l  sch o o l th a t  ever ex isted".*-

Born o f P u r i ta n  a n c e s try  i n  a  w e ll- to -d o  fam ily  i n  the  town o f H a rtfo rd , 

C o n n ec ticu t, whose p o p u la tio n  i n  th e  y e a r  1810 numbered th re e  more th an  s ix  

thousand , Henry Barnard*was d e s tin e d  to  l i v e  on in to  th e  tw en tie th  c en tu ry . 

When he passed away in  th e  y e a r  1900 i n  th e  house where he was born, H a rtfo rd  

had become a c i ty  w ith  a p o p u la tio n  o f  s l ig h t ly  under e igh ty  thousand s o u ls . 

During th e  in te rv e n in g  y e a rs  he had come to  be an  o u ts tan d in g  man in  American 

E d u ca tio n . The th i r d  o f a cen tury  which has e lapsed  s in ce  h is  death  has b u t 

added to  h is  fame.

1 . A. D. Mayo, Henry B arnard , O nited  S ta te s  Bureau o f  Education R ep o rt.
1896-7, Volume 1 , p . 770.

2 . P au l Monroe, Textbook on th e  H is to ry  o f E duca tion , p . 723.
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He a tte n d ed  th e  common schools o f  h is  n a tiv e  town and d esc rib ed  him­

s e l f  l a t e r  as  a "v ic tim  o f  a  m ise rab le  d i s t r i c t  sch o o l" .^  Yet l a t e r  he 

s a id , " I t  i s  a common sch o o l, a school o f equal r ig h t s  where m e rit and not 

s o c ia l  p o s i t io n  i s  th e  acknowledged b a s is  o f  d i s t in c t io n  and th e re fo re  th e  

f i t t e s t  sem inary to  g iv e  th e  sch o o lin g  e s s e n t ia l  to  th e  American C it iz e n ." ^

I t  was a  school which was i n  th e  p ro cess  o f becoming b e t t e r  by th e  sim ple 

p ro cess  o f  "ap p ly in g  a p o r t io n  o f  th e  School fund to  th e  encouragem ent o f 

th e  h ig h e r b ranches o f  e d u c a tio n " .^  For "no th ing  which could be done would 

more th an  t h i s  d i r e c t ly  b e n e f i t  th e  common schools them selves. L e t a su p e r io r  

schoo l, in te rm e d ia te  between th e  common schools and th e  U n iv e rs i ty , be main­

ta in e d  in  each county o f  th e  S ta te ,  where a l l  o f those  who a s p i r e  to  teach  in  

common sch o o ls  may be them selves thoroughly  i n s t r u c t e d . H e r e  was a sug­

g e s tio n  f o r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  a te ac h e r t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  C onnecticu t 

and only one i n  each county . T his su g g estio n  was in  p r in t  and a v a ila b le  fo r  

Henry B arnard to  read  i n  th e  y e a r  1823, th e  y ea r th a t  he l e f t  th e  common 

school and d rove away w ith  h is  f a th e r  to  th e  academy. This was th e  same y e a r 

th a t  Samuel Read H a ll opened h is  Columbian School a t  Concord C orner, Vermont, 

th e  f i r s t  normal school i n  America.

Monson Academy where B arnard rece iv ed  "one year o f  . . .  . k in d , en­

couraging ad v ice  as to  how to  study and use b o o k s , w a s .  e s ta b l is h e d  i n  1806 

under Reverend Simeon C o lto n  w ith  95 scho lars ."®  A fte r  a y e a r  a t  Monson,

1 . Henry B arn ard , American Jo u rn a l o f E ducation . Volume 28, p . 227.
2 . Mew England M agazine. May 1896, p . 445.
3 . Bernard C. S te in e r ,  L ife  o f  Henry B arnard , p . 8.
4 . L o c .c i t .
5. Loc. c i t .
6 . C o n n ec ticu t Jo u rn a l and P o s t Bov. New Haven, November 23, 1824.
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B arnard re tu rn e d  to  H a rtfo rd  and s tu d ie d  p r iv a te ly  fo r  s e v e ra l months w ith  

Reverend Abel F l i n t  and th e n  e n te re d , in  1825, th e  famous Hopkins Grammar 

School which had been i n  continuous e x is te n c e  i n  h is  n a tiv e  c i ty  s in ce  1658, 

th re e  y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  s e tt le m e n t o f  th e  H a rtfo rd  Colony. The p r in c ip a l ,  

W illiam  M. H alland , had been i n  o f f ic e  s in c e  1824 and i n  1826 "follow ed th e  

u su a l ro u te  to  a tu to r s h ip  i n  Yale C o lle g e ."^  I n  th e  Hopkins Grammar School 

he saw "an in s t r u c to r  always accompanying p u p i ls  on th e  p layground ."^  Years 

l a t e r  B arnard c h a ra c te r iz e d  Mr. H alland  as "one o f th e  b e s t  te ac h e rs  I  ever 

knew . . . .  He was p repared  to  so lv e  com pletely  a l l  q u estio n s  o f  my s t a r t ­

in g . . . .  He encouraged me to  read  and acq u ire  a  vocabulary  fo r  re a d in g . .

. . He had good common sense , a  knowledge o f  methods, and a  fa c u lty  o f  in ­

t e r e s t i n g  young persons i n  t h e i r  s t u d i e s . "3

Mr. H alland  advised  th e  young s tu d en t what to  read  and D aniel Wadsworth 

gave him e n tre e  to  the  H a rtfo rd  L ib ra ry , where he became a re g u la r  borrower 

o f  books.

The Hopkins Grammar School y ear was most n o ta b le  in  th e  h is to ry  o f 
te a c h e r  ed u ca tio n  i n  America. I n  th e  w in te r  o f  th a t  y e a r  appeared 
i n  th e  C onnecticu t O bserver G a lla u d e t 's  p la n  o f a  Seminary fo r  the  
E ducation  o f  I n s t r u c to r s  o f  Youth, and i n  th e  B oston P a t r i o t  appeared 
C a r te r 's  O u tlin e  o f an  I n s t i t u t i o n  fo r  th e  E ducation  o f  T eachers . 
Jo h n so n 's  O bservations on the  Improvement o f  Sem inaries o f Learning 
appeared  ±n P ennsy lvan ia  and Governor C lin to n  made recommendation to  
th e  L e g is la tu re  o f  New York f o r  ' t h e  ed u ca tio n  o f  com petent t e a c h e r s . '4

The Y ale y e a rs  were from 1826 to  1850. Young B a rn a rd 's  v a ca tio n s  were 

u s u a lly  sp en t a t  home b u t th e  Spring  v a c a tio n  o f  1828 was sp en t in  t r a v e l .

1 .  C a ta lo g , H a rtfo rd  P u b lic  High School, 1925, p . 60.
2 . Vera M. B u tle r ,  E ducation  a s Revealed by New England Newspapers P r io r

to  1850. p . 168.
5 . Henry B arnard , American Jo u rn a l o f  E d u ca tio n . Volume 28, p . 227.
4 . Henry B arnard , Normal S chools, and O ther I n s t i t u t i o n s . A gencies, and

Means Designed f o r  th e  "P ro fessional E ducation  o f T each ers . I n t r o ­
d u c tio n , p . 7 .
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IS

This was th e  y e a r when "On h is  s e v e n tie th  b irth d ay  Noah W ebster l i f t e d  h is  

eyes from th e  l a s t  p ro o f s h e e t o f  th e  S c h o la rly  In tro d u c tio n  to  h is  D ic tio n ­

a ry . Slowly he wiped th e  in k  from th e  q u i l l ,  l a id  i t  down, and m eth od ica lly  

capped th e  in k w e ll. H is m o is t eyes b lin k e d . He tu rned  to  h is  w ife and 

co lleag u e , caught h e r hand, to g e th e r  they  k n e l t  by the  desk and prayed 

trem b lin g ly  in  g iv in g  thanks to  God f o r  H is providence in  s u s ta in in g  them 

through t h e i r  long  la b o r .

I n  every  c i ty  where B arnard tra v e le d  he took n o tice  o f  th e  schoo ls and 

i n  1828 and 1829 he w rote a r t i c l e s  f o r  th e  New England Review on Schools in  

Boston, W orcester, New Haven and Northampton.
II CI n  C o llege  he was a  h ig h  sc h o la r  and a member o f P h i B eta  K a p p a . H e  

was P re s id e n t o f  L in o n ia , th e  d eb a tin g  s o c ie ty , to  which Noah W ebster had 

belonged b e fo re  him. "D uring h is  J u n io r  and Seni o r y e a rs  he ac ted  as an 

a s s i s ta n t  to  th e  l i b r a r i a n  o f  th e  s o c ie ty , ga in ing  an experience  i n  b ib l io g ­

raphy th a t  was o f s p e c ia l  v a lu e  to  h is  l a t e r  l i t e r a r y  work."® Both Noah 

W ebster and Henry B arnard gave books to  th e  so c ie ty .

I t  was "w hile  he was on an enforced  v i s i t  home during  h is  Yale days due 

to  h is  p a r t i c ip a t io n  i n  th e  Bread and B u tte r  R eb e llio n  th a t  Dr. E l i  Todd, 

th e  fam ily  p h y s ic ia n , (Founder and f i r s t  S u p erin ten d en t o f th e  C o n n ec ticu t 

R e tre a t  fo r  th e  In san e  a t  H artfo rd ) awakened i n  him an in t e r e s t  i n  P e s ta l o z z i 's  

w ork."^ The to rc h  was n o t passed on d i r e c t ly  bu t th rough  W illiam  M cClure,

"the f i r s t  r e a l  P e s ta lo z z ia n  in  A m erica."

1 . H. R. W arfe l, Noah W ebster: Schoolm aster to  America, p . 1 .
2 . Memorials o f  Eminent Y ale Men. Yale U n iv e rs ity  P re s s ,  1914, p . 254.
5 . W ill S . Monroe, The E d u ca tio n a l Labors o f  Henrv B arnard , p . 9.
4 . D ic tio n a ry  o f  American B iography. Volume I ,  p . 623.
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I t  was w hile B arnard was s t i l l  i n  c o lleg e  t h a t  Samuel Read. H a ll pub­

l i s h e d  h is  "L ec tu res  on Schoolkeening" i n  1829. T h is book, " th e  f i r s t  

p ro fe s s io n a l  book pub lish ed  in  America designed p a r t i c u la r ly  fo r  th e  guid­

ance o f  t e a c h e r s , " w a s  w idely read  in  C o n n ec ticu t" .^

I t  was th e  y ear B arnard g raduated  from Y ale th a t  " th e  f i r s t  S ta te  

C onvention o f  in s t r u c to r s  and the  f r ie n d s  o f  ed u ca tio n  was h e ld  i n  H artfo rd  

i n  th e  room o f th e  House o f R ep rese n ta tiv es  w ith  about one hundred and f i f t y  

men from d i f f e r e n t  p a r ts  o f  th e  s t a t e  p re se n t and w ith  th e  Honorable Noah 

W ebster, LL .D ., se rv in g  as P re s id e n t.

The y e a r  a f t e r  g rad u a tin g  from Yale was sp en t i n  th e  only re g u la r  school 

te ac h in g  i n  any i n s t i t u t i o n  th a t  Barnard ev er d id .  He accep ted  a p o s i t io n  in  

a school i n  W ellsboro, Tioga County, P en n sy lv an ia . Of h is  p r a c t ic a l  e x p e r i­

ence i n  t h a t  school he l a t e r  sa id  "we a re  not su re  o f our knowledge o f any 

s u b je c t u n t i l  we have succeeded in  making o u rse lv e s  v iv id ly  and thoroughly  

understood  by o th e rs  on th a t  s u b j e c t . " H e  always adv ised  a young man to  

te ac h  f o r  a  y e a r  as th e  b e s t  way to  s e t t l e  in  h is  mind what he had le a rn e d ." ^  

The y e a rs  from 1831 to  1837 were sp en t i n  study and t r a v e l .  He h a b itu ­

a l l y  a l te r n a te d  th e  study o f Kent and B lackstone  w ith  th e  read in g  o f  Bacon o r 

Homer o r V e rg il .  During the  y ear 1833-54 he was a s tu d e n t in  th e  Yale Law 

School and i n  th e  w in te r o f  1834-55 was adm itted  to  th e  b a r .  I t  was during  

th e  y e a r  1835 th a t  he suggested to  h is  b e n e fa c to r , D an ie l Wadsworth, who was

1 . E .P . C ubberley , P u b lic  E ducation i n  th e  U nited  S t a t e s . R ev ised , p . 325.
2 . B u tle r ,  og. c i t . . p . 377.
3 . I b i d . . p . 382.
4 . Henry B arnard , American Jo u rn a l o f  E d u ca tio n . Volume I ,  p . 665.
5 . W ill S . Monroe, Note on cover o f  account book. A ccounts from H artfo rd

to  W ellsboro, W atkinson C o lle c t io n . H a rtfo rd  Athenaeum.
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co n sid erin g  th e  e s tab lish m en t o f  an  a r t  g a l le ry  in  H artfo rd  t h a t  " th e  

Athenaeum in c lu d e  not merely a  g a l le ry  o f  a r t  b u t accommodate th e  H artfo rd  

L ib ra ry  A sso c ia tio n . "1 Thus th e  H a rtfo rd  P u b lic  L ib rary  was born .

I t  was a  century  ago (1837) when, w ith o u t any e f f o r t  on h is  p a r t ,

B arnard1 s f r ie n d s  and neighbors c a ta p u lte d  him in to  th e  C onnecticu t General 

Assembly. He was tw en ty -s ix  y e a rs  o ld , a  g i f t e d  speaker, a law yer, and a 

t r a v e le r  who had v is i te d  most o f  th e  th en  c iv i l i z e d  America, and who had pu t 

i n  a  "w anderjahre" on th e  European C o n tin en t.

Barnard h im se lf s a id  a t  th e  beginning  o f  h is  c a ree r: "So f a r  back as

I  have any r e c o l le c t io n ,  th e  cause o f t ru e  ed u ca tio n , o f th e  complete educa­

t io n  o f  every human being  w ith o u t reg a rd  to  th e  ih c id e n ts  o f b i r th  o r fo r tu n e , 

seemed most worthy o f th e  c o n se c ra tio n  of a l l  my powers, and, i f  need be, of 

any s a c r i f i c e  o f tim e, money and la b o r  which I  m ight be c a lle d  to  make in  i t s  

b e h a lf ."2

I t  has been custom ary, however, fo r  some b iog raphers  of B arnard to  

a s c r ib e  h is  subsequent l i f e  i n t e r e s t  i n  ed u ca tio n  la rg e ly  to  th e  chance th a t  

Judge George Sharpe of A bington asked him to  in tro d u ce  in to  th e  le g i s la tu r e  

o f  1837 two b i l l s ,  one " fo r  th e  more thorough  lo c a l  v i s i t a t i o n  and in s p e c tio n  

o f  th e  schools by paying th e  school v i s i t o r s " ,  and the  o th e r "a r e s o lu t io n  to  

secu re  from th e  co m p tro lle r o f f i c i a l  in fo rm a tio n  as to  th e  common schoo ls  of 

th e  s ta te ."®

1 . B ernard C. S te ip e r ,  L ife  o f Henry B arnard , p . 22.
2 . W illiam  T. H a rr is , Remarks a t  th e  C e le b ra tio n  o f Henry B arn ard 's  B irthday

in  H a rtfo rd , Monday, January  25, 1897, U nited S ta te s  Bureau o f
Education R ep o rt. 1902, Volume I ,  p . 890.

3 . S te in e r ,  op. c i t . . p .  26.
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Hughes say s , "He had no in te n t io n  to  devote h is  l i f e  to  e d u ca tio n a l

work when he l e f t  c o l le g e .  . . .  He d id  not enjoy th e  work o f  teach in g  ( a t

W ellsboro , P ennsy lvan ia) and a f te r  a few months re tu rn e d  to  th e  study o f

law."-*- B rubacker w r i te s ,  " In  1837 he was caught up i n  a  c h a in  o f circum -

stan c e s  w hich ra p id ly  and p o in ted ly  shaped h is  whole fu tu r e  l i f e . "

The w r i te r  o f t h i s  th e s i s  i s  le d  to  th e  co n c lu s io n  th a t  i t  was r a th e r

a  su ccess io n  o f  ev en ts  i n  which the environm ent made th e  man as  w e ll as  a

s i t u a t io n  i n  which th e  man changed h i s  environm ent. Among th e se  f a c to r s

were ( l )  th e  school c o n d itio n s  o f th e  s t a t e ,

Our d i s t r i c t  school had sunk in to  a d e p lo ra b le  c o n d itio n  o f  i n -  
e f f ic ie n c y  and no lo n g e r deserved the name o f  common i n  i t s  b e s t 
sen se , t h a t  th e re  was no t one educated fam ily  i n  a  hundred th a t  
r e l i e d  on th e  d i s t r i c t  school f o r  the  in s t r u c t io n  o f  t h e i r  c h i l ­
d re n , and i f  they  d id  go, the  in s t r u c t io n  was o f  th e  most 
e lem en tary  c h a ra c te r .  A ll the h ig h er ed u ca tio n  o f th e  S ta te  was 
g iven  i n  denom inational academies and i r r e s p o n s ib le  p r iv a te  
sch o o ls  o f  every degree o f dem erit.^

(2) th e  co u n se ls  o f f r ie n d s ,

D r. B u sh n e ll s a id  i n  h is  address a t  th e  opening o f  th e  Normal 
School i n  New B r i ta in  i n  1851, ' I  remember w ith  f r e s h  i n t e r e s t  
today  (June  6, 1850) how my ta le n te d  f r ie n d  (Barnard) co n su lted  
w ith  me t h i r t e e n  y ears  ago in  regard  to  h is  p lan s  o f  l i f e ,  
r a is in g  i n  p a r t i c u la r  th e  q u estio n  w hether he should  g iv e  him­
s e l f  w holly and f in a l ly  to  the  cause o f  p u b lic  sch o o ls .

(3) v i s i t a t i o n s  and c o n ta c ts . The v i s i t i n g  o f  sch o o ls  i n  v a rio u s  

c i t i e s  i n  A m erica, th e  v i s i t a t i o n  of Yverdun and Hofwyl, th e  p e rso n a l e n ­

thusiasm  o f W oodbridge, Todd and Noah W ebster, th e  r e p o r ts  o f  G ris  com, 

Cousin and Stowe.

1 . James L . Hughes,-Henry B arnard , th e  N estor o f  Arae r ic a n  E d u ca tio n , New
England M agazine. J u ly  1896, p . 565.

2 . B arnard , op . c i t . . Volume 28, p. 227.
3 . S te in e r ,  op ., c i t . . p . 27, Note 10.
4 . Board o f  T ru s te e s  o f th e  S ta te  Normal Schoo l, Unpaged m in u tes .

C o n n ec ticu t S ta te  Board of E ducation  V au lt.
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A ll th ese  c ircum stances and ex p e rien ces  c o n tr ib u te d  to  d i r e c t  B arnard1 s 

em otions, i n t e l l e c t ,  and w i l l  t o  e d u ca tio n  as a p u b lic  c a re e r . The L e g is la ­

tu r e  o f  C onnecticut was only  an  in s tru m e n t through which a l l  of th e  p a t te rn s  

o f  behavior which had been  form ing Henry B arnard ’ s p e rs o n a lity  fo r  the  

p rev io u s  te n  y ea rs , were to  f in d  e x p re ss io n .

They were much th e  same p a t te r n s  which le d  Horace Mann th i s  same y e a r  

to  w r ite  to  a f r ie n d , ”1 no lo n g e r w r i te  n y s e lf  a tto rn e y , co u n se llo r, o r  

law yer. My law books a re  fo r  s a l e .  My o f f ic e  i s  ' t o  l e t ' .  The bar i s  no 

lo n g e r my forum. My j u r i s d i c t i o n  i s  changed. I  have abandoned ju risp ru d en ce  

and betaken  n y se lf  to  th e  l a r g e r  sp h ere  o f  mind and m orals.

Judge Sharpe d id  not r e tu r n  to  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  o f  18S8 b u t Barnard 

p re sen te d  again  the  b i l l s  which had f a i l e d  o f passage th e  p rev ious y e a r , 

t h i s  tim e am plified  " to  p rov ide  f o r  th e  b e t t e r  su p e rv is io n  o f  the common 

sc h o o ls ."  In  th is  b i l l  th e  guidance o f  ed u ca tio n a l a f f a i r s  was placed i n  

th e  hands of a  Board o f Commissioners o f  e ig h t  members. "His speech in  

in tro d u c in g  th e  b i l l  was a  b r i l l i a n t  e f f o r t  which gave to  educa tiona l ques­

t io n s  a d ig n ity  never b e fo re  accorded to  them i n  aqy le g i s la tu r e  o r p a r l i a ­

ment o f  th e  w orld ."2 The b i l l  became a  law  May 31, 1838. The governor 

appo in ted  the f i r s t  board to  in c lu d e  Henry Barnard 2nd, E sq ., "The Board 

had appoin ted  Barnard to  be i t s  s e c re ta ry  and handle school re p o r ts  and sug­

g e s t  rem edies in  th e  l i g h t  o f t h e i r  f in d in g s .  He was to  v i s i t  schools

th roughou t the  S ta te  and each county was urged to  hold a convention w ith him.

A magazine known as th e  Common School J o u rn a l  would be pub lished  semi-monthly 

as  a  p u b lic  organ of communication betw een th e  board and th e  people."^

1 . E. P . Cubberley, P u b lic  E duca tion  i n th e  U nited S ta te s , p . 223.
2 . Hughes, op. c i t . . p . 566.
3 . V era M. B u tle r , E d uca tion  a s  R evealed Jay Hew England Newspapers P r io r

to  1850. p . 386.
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