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The Pol itical Consequences of the
Burn ing of the Gaspee

by F l ' G E l" E \\' l"1 , S I ~ *

I n clo-e pursuit of the sloop!!{/mltl!l~uspectl:dof evad­
ing the revenue laws- H. :'\1. S. (;tUPt't' went ashore on
X amquit I'oint in the afternoon of J une 9,1772. \'Tord of
her plight soon spread in the little T own of P rovid ence and
the ruung merchants whose t rading had been interfered
with un man }'occasions by the arbitrary conduct lJf her cum­
man del' determined to take advantage of the opportunity to
dest roy her. A party uf townsmen under the com mand of
Captain Abraham W hippl e set out after dark in a floti lla of
lung boats furni shed by J ohn Brown and burned her to the
water's edge. In the melee L t. D udingsron was wounded
and a disting uishcd historian has wri tten that his was the
first British blood shed in the Ameri can War of l ndcpcnd ­
cnce. ' Destr uction of a British man-of -war and the injury
of an officer were undoubtedly contributing causes to the
mount ing frict ion between Crear Britain and the colonists.
Hut the whole ep isode in all probability would have been
forgotten if it had not occasioned the appointment of a

* I'orl i,,,\ ofa p.rpcr "ffered in p"T1 i.,l '3Ii,f~<:t i"1l of the r~' luircrncnt!

fornn .\ . 11 . Jq~r~e in ,--\ mcr ican H i, lon ' "I H :lrI':lrJ l ' ni H·rsill '. Eugene
" 'ul"ill is nn w J Sergeant in the En.ei n~· t'f ; . .\ .l' , ~ . .

1 :'.'l1llJcl C . .\rnoU , 1!i.' IO!')' ,) k h'" lt- '-' {,lIuI ( :\ew Yor k. 1~59),

""I. 2. pp, 3 12-13 ,

Bad Con r



, RHODE I :'L.\ xn Il I:,TORY J

Royal Commission clothed with authori ty to n-an-port any
suspect to England for tri al. In th e opinion of a noted
authority HItwa.. the ..itring of the Court at X cwp orr which
disturbed the colonists more tha n the burning of the (;JSpt"t'

itself, although the burning of t he ve-se l inspi red the "ini ng
of the Court." :

W ithin a few hours of th e destruction of th e: schoone r
C ovem or j c-eph Wanton issued {l proclamation t)tfl,: ri ng
liberal rewards to nnvonc fu rnishing evidence sufficient tu
convict the offende r... ;\ 0 one: came forward [ 0 cla im the
rewards, though it was impos"ihlc in a town of !C"" than tin:
th ousand inhabitants to conceal the participants in such a
conspicuous affair. ;\' ut hilll; came of this attempt to appre­
hend the culprits. Hut when the news reached E ng-bnd the
King issued a proclamation offeri ng £ 1,000 reward for the
arrest and conviction of the two leaders and inducemen ts
to anyone who m ig ht imp licate the rest and a com mission
was issued to Gove rnor Wanton , Daniel H orsmandeu ,
F reder ick Smythe and Peter Oliver, chid ju..rices of
Xcw York , X cw J ersey, and ;\Iassachu..ens, and Robert
Auchmuty, j udge of vice-admiralty at Bo..ton , to inquire
and report on the fact s. Six months had pa....cd since the
destruction of the schooner ; three months had gone since
the Rhod e bland court , and even Ad miral :\l ol1 t:lgu, had
given up all hope of bri nging t he perpetrators to j u..rice.
X ow tht: ca-c was re opened by a cour t with power.. which
endangered judicial rights in all the colo nic- '",.'; ::" J the powe r
to ..cize anyone even su..peered of complicit y and to -end
them to Engla nd for trial and al ...., in..trucrions to the mili­
tary to «end troops to Rhud e Island to h..ack up th e cunmi..­
sion 's demands.~ H ere was " a ca..c of violated right bearing
a ll the people of a ll t he colonies" for which Sam .\ dams had
be en l l}l Jking to fire the en thusia..m of the commi ttees of
correspond ence.'

, CI.1f<;ncc ~, Br ig ham . ~CI'L Il. I'IB, tn w. G . Roclk cr.
a J ohn K. Hmleu, / I i l f OI')' tJj flu O U f m , t i oll of thl G.,-,tte [Provi­

,!ence , IIl!>I ). PI" ; 6 -1,41 ,
• Ric hard Frothingham. T h,. Fliu of r!;" Fl" t abU, f'f Ih .. l ' lI ift J

Suru ( Heston . 1i: - 2) . p, 276.

In contras t to th e few da y.. following the burning of th e
-chooner in June. the news of th e Com mi-sion and the ac­
rom panvinglettcr frum Lord Dart mouth, " -crctary of the
Colonic.., to Gover nor Wa nton, brough t an imrncdiare and
violent explo..ion of -cntimen r. "The high commission
court, t he -ta r chambe r court, the court of inqui ..ition, for
the trial of t he burner- of th e Ga-pe e at Rh ode bland are
the present topic of conversation . T he Governor of th at
Col onv has comm unicated to t he as-e mh lv t his letter from
the E~rl of Dartmouth. The Cclonys a r~ in g reat dist ress,
and han: appl ied to th eir neighbors for advice how to evade
or susta in th e shock," noted J ohn Adams in his Diary for
I rccember 29th:

T he le tter fro m Lord D artmout h, dated September -l,
was a severe indictment of the people of Rh ode Island and
caused as much comment as the news of the com mission.
In it he reve aled the official attitude toward the incident
when he said , " The particulars of th at atrocious proceeding
have, hy the King's comma nd , been examined and consid­
t:red with the greatest att entio n ; and although there are
some circumstances attend ing it in regard to th e rubbery and
plunder of the \ "cs..c l, which, separa tely conside red , might
br ing it wit hin th e descript ion of an act of pirac y, yet, in the
ulwiou-, view of the whole transaction, and taking all the
circumstances toget her, th e offence is, in the opi nion of the
law servants of the crown, who have been con..ul red upon
that que-non, of n much deeper dye, and is con..idcrcd in no
oth er light, than as an act of high treason, ...-iz : Ic\ 'ying war
agai nst the king."

Governor Wanton pre..entc d thi s letter before the Rhod e
l-l nnd legi slnrurc in accordance with th e colonial law, ' and
fr-om there it got into new..papers a ll ove r :"t.:w En gland.

J oh n .-\,!.<m,. 1'1,,, lr" " r~' J "f j "hll _~ J,m,-" C. F, .\J "Il1 ''''1. (B " , tol1.
I~:; (l ). mJ. 2 , p. .10 7,

" I.<'rd 1>,lrlmuUlh 1,> Ilw ( ; , OI c-Tl\ o r of Rho,1<- [,hn ,l. Hrr th-tt , "t ' fit.,
f'· ~!.

' r."II~r from Chi~f [u-ric c ~;lll\ ll, l H orsruan dc n to til, I :.l rl of Ihn­
mouth. f-d ' ru.n , ,:!II, I ·i ~l . / 1\ jJ . , ]-'. 1 10.
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,\fflSJddl/lJt'1IS Spy fir T !J ' )// /(}J'S U"Io'r'kly JrmnJdl carried the
major part of the lette r on December J I. ' T he Ne-xport
.\lncur)' pr inted it on J anuary I I , quoting the Boston
Gazette as irs source." ;\ British Bostonian , supposed to be
J ohn All en, delivered "an Oration on the Beauties of Lib­
erty" at the Second Bapt ist Church in Boston in which he
open I}' attacked L ord Dartmouth. .. If the Rhode Islander­
su tter this in fringement of their l iberties , gra nted them by
their charter from the King of Eng land let them neve r com­
plain of an y hardships rhcy may suffer f; om any tyranny;
for was there ever such cruelty. inj ustice, and barbarity

. d . I I bel . " ,.urute 3!->';llllst:l rcc peap e • ore: .
T he label of treason attached [ 0 a group of Providence

merchants t includi ng J ohn Brown I, provided much ca u-c
for alarm and comment, hut fur more important to the col­
onics a~ a whole was the appointment of the Royal Com­
mission. It wa -, t his t hat made the issue an American, not
merck a R hode Island affair, and offered a real th reat to
the righ ts and liberties of the colonists from the Canadian
homer to Georg ia. "

t 'ndc r a B()~ toll heading there appea red 111 the ,\ ~.,:poJ"/

M ercurv Oil December 28 a clear ...tatement of the feel ing
of Amc'ricans:

" The i Je~ of seizing ~ numhcr uf "",non, under the points of N.~- .

"nets ~nJ tun'partinj:: them three thou!>anJ. mile s for t~i~l: whe.re.
w het her Ruihr or innocent. they must Un.1\"OIJ~bly fJ.1I nCl llll ~ ~ I l le

tu revenge and r re i uJ ice. is shoc king to humaniu. rcru,l:nJ.nt 10

cvcrv dictat e of fN~n, Iibcrtv J.nJ justice, J.nJ in which .-\ meriCJ. lIl
and 'f re emen "ught to J'"'luie;('e.

If the burning of the G l ,ree schooner ".1;; 1 matt er of scricus
importance, much rnorc so' are the methods pursued b~- the Uri t i,1i
Administr.uion in C'unsequcncc of ir, . . . T " hav e J. set of. crcwu
"Ili.c·c'r l ...,m mil~i()nc'd bv the mini-rrv .11\.1 ,u!'!...rtcd br ,hips J.nd
tro"I" l<> inquire into olfcn,,,s .l,2:.Lin;i Ih" Cro~"II, in'tc.~J "f 1!IC u~­
,l in,l l\' .1Ih l m m rirLl I;Ulll l m ct h,,,1 of 1 gund Jury . CJ.fTleS.1n IInpll<
Clti"l; lklttlre pc,,!,!.: "f till! colml\" Werc' all sodeel'lr tin(lLlreJ "ith

_-;-;"'~,h"cl l i ,, u s principJc&,l! tholl the)' ar~ \lot to he tru_'lc,l h.l· the crown,""

, !lJ.rt k ll , " f. ,-iI" p. :;1.
U '\"n t-f "' " ,l !rff'l/q', J anuary I I , 1771 . ,
'" IJ " hn .\ Ik n l , ,\ Brit ish Bm to ni,111 , .-l " O' df;'," 1;/1 ,Il(" Hr .ll d' n r,!

UJ,o'I\' (Il"' tnn , 177 .1 ), .1rJ e,1., p. [II.
II ,\' ''~1'''' f ,l /a{':,,·)', ! >eCl'mber 2 i'4, 17 7 2.

T il l" I'Ol. l l"1 L'.\1. CO:'\:, J-'(Jl ' l :'\C E:' . . . , (~ , \ :, I'I''l-: ~

In the pre"... and in private correspondence the ncw~y
conuni-sioncd court wa~ referred to a~ a "tar chamber 111

mcrnorv of the davs lIf Charles I , and a court of inquisition,
It certainh wa- neither of the-e , hut feeling ran high against
a court which could resort til force if ncce-sarv and which
cou ld ride rough-hod over all the existing law" and legal
procedure in Rhude I"land's charter. ,\ law pa~~l'.d in I i69
bv rhc colonial legislature forbade (he transportation of any
p~r-'111 from the colony for trial, " and since l.i6J it had
heen illega l to imprison or tr y a man except hy hIS peers and
the law of the colonv. 1f the King could disregard the-e
fundamental law", :\ mcricl was completely at hi- mercy.

T he alarm and opposition to the royal order- crv-tal ­
lized eenerallv around three poinh in the commission. T he
fi rst \~as the extra-legal character of the court which en ­
dangered all local law and which wa- -et up in defiance of
the reg ular courts ; the second, the power to rran-porr over­
:-ea~ for trial, which had been bittcrlv opposed before and
threatened all the colon ics , and the third, the orders issued
to General Thoma- (;age to he ready to march to the aid of
the commissioners if he were needed. ' The memory uf the
Bo-ron ":'.Ia~~acre " in 1770 , which occurred when troop­
were in H,)~ ton to en force the revenue act- , was "till fre-h in
the mind" of the men uf :" ew E ng land . T here was al-,o
rumor (hat Ad miral :'.Iontagu had sworn to lay Xcwport
and Provid ence in a-he s and now caw hi" chance. I ,

T he com mission ga the red in Xewport , where it would
cond uct ib inve-tigntion , un J anuary 5, :'.Ieanw hile a group
of prom inen t citizens. includ in.g J);~r i ~l ~ ~~..i~ns , Deputy­
C ovcrnor-, and Stephen H opkins, Chie f j ustice of Rhode
I... land, had been formula!iug t he atrit udc which .th~ citizens
of the colonv would tak e in reg ard to thl' comnu-st on. I II a
mument of ~ie~p:ltr t her wrote to Sam Ad:Ulb Ill'gging h i~

' l l l,i'/ . , l'lIlu,l n ' 1[ ,1 ;; .1.
' " L Lltc'r '[rom i .o r,I D,lf t I1l IlUlh I" (;e l1 <'r.1 1 ( ; .Ig ,: , ~<'plemher ~ , 1772 :

'{,Iu' C'm·(".it'""lo"... ,,/ (; r" {'J' . ~ 1 TI, 'dl/ .1J (,,,'X'', C. E. Carter , eel. ( :\cw
11.11<'11 , [ 9 .11 ) , '-" 1. 2,1" 4'J.

I< .\'r« 1 ', ,-f .1I I"1<"1o )' , I k c<:m her 2 1, 177 2 ,
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advice on their course of action and asking "in what manner
this ciliony IR hod e Island I had best behave in this critical

• • " l~situation.

Ii i... reply was length y hut to th e point. H e fclt t ha t the
ad ministration was seeking an excuse to take away Rhude
Island's charter, and advised non-cooperation as the bc~[

COUI""t' o f action . Governor Want on should refuse to call
the Commissioners an d writ e to Lord D artmouth his rca­
suns. Stating his long -founded fears of a war, he urged
moderation to prevent its outbrea k, hu t in the same breath
warne..d again...t giving-in comp letely. T he commission in
R hode Island m ust not become a preced ent for violating
charters ar wil l: " I t has ncr been my opinion that an attack
on the liberties of om: colony is an attack on the libert ies of
a ll.'01· }Iere he shows the con viction th at was growing in
more and more hearts. l Inion of a ll the colonies was the
onl y answer to E nglish aggression. T he commission sitting
at Ne wport d id m uch to hel p the cause by ap pearing d uring
six months as a li\ ing example of th e tyran ny of Parl iam ent
and the King ,

What he should do in CbC the commission tu rned to him
for arrests was the chief concern of Stephen H opkins, C hief
Just ice of Rh ode Island , \\"3 S he to bow to their will and
tu rn eve r his neigh bors to the Admiral in Boston, ncknowl­
edging the legalit y of th e commission, or defy the cro wn
and refuse to ma ke the arre-ts? l i e referred the problem to
the Rh ode Island legislature sit t ing at E ast Greenwich un
Januar y II, hut th e ans wer carne back to use his own di s­
cre tio n in the ma tter. lie t he n rose and dec lared that "for
the pu rpose of T ranspor tation for T rial he would neith er
apprehend hy his own O rder nor suffer an)' executive Offi ­
cers in th c Cuion)' to do it." lie was never asked to support
the conviction , be cause rhc commissionnever found anvouc
to arrest, hut his position remained as an obstac le to' an y

l~ w. \'. well" TIlt" l.ift" JI,d I' I/hli r St"rf'irt"; (;1 S,m/lul ,~d,I!IIi ( Il"'lllll,

1!l6q, 1'01. 2, p. H ,
HI Le t ter Ir.nn S,lnHl~1 .·\,Lllm to Ihriu, S""i<JI1>, December 2S. 1772.

ill S..UJIll', II 'rit il/gi, \lli. 2, p. .lS9.

move- by it. As D r, St iles commented , IlO one could justify
the burning of the Gaspee, but , on the other hand , no one
ever thought of it as treason . H The extre me measures of
the crown carried even the Chief J u-tice in to the opposition
camp.

O n the morning of J anuary 5, l i i 3, the 11\'e man court
marched t hroug h the - trccts of X cwport preceded by a
group of nava l otficers who carried the commission in the
absence of Ad miral Xlontagu. T hey riled into the court­
house, heard the commission rend, then proceeded imme­
diatelv to the busine-s at hand, IJuring the next three weeks
they -ar daily guing ever the evidence which wa-, extremely
"lim and taking new -tarcmcnts from the old witne-c-es, but
they uncovered nothing new that migh t lead to 3 conviction.

Ad miral .\ lolH:lgu arrived 011 J anuar y 12, having care­
fully avoided P rovid ence on hi, trip down from Boston,
and carne a...hore on the morning of the t.trh. I I i ~ conduct
during the whole proceedings had convinced the peop le of
R hude b land that he was in great part responsible for the
ro yal action , and hi- arrival ga \"C cause for minor outbursts
of resentment. .\ ~ thc only one capable of holding any
arrested prisone rs, he had ttl he in X e wport, hut he only
-tnvcd a week, citing pressing business in Huston a~ the rca­
son for his ret urn." W hile in Xewpor t he accomp lished
lin k except ma king a foo l of himsel f. W hen he did not
receive the salute due an Admiral fro m the g uns uf Fort
Adam s, he immedia tely rai-cd a commotion which brought
only laug hs from the colonists. E ven his own subo rdinates
condemned his ar rogant dis play of pomp which instead of
hringing admiration to the hearts of the people brought
onlv ridic ule, IV

T he m-k of ga thering !1l: W evidence proved to he more
than the commission , with a ll its powers , could handle .

" Lcl1er from Dr. ~liks III Elihu ~pcnJcr, F('bruMj' 16, 1773, in
~Iib . f) i .1r\" 1'01. I , p. H 9.

,- L d l a from .\dmir"l '1 () 1 1l . 1 ~ L1 I I> Ill" C"1llmi>,i()l1cr~. J;IIHl.1r:-' 19,
17 i .l. Hrrtlctt , !Jr. cir., p. I IJO.

11' ,\,.~,!r;rt "l l'l'm r.\' , ,\I'ril 2(" 177:!.
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:\ nyhod y who had had a ny connection wit h the; a ffair six
mon ths before kept discreetly «i lcnr or found ..omc cxcu..e
for nor appearing befure the court. Seven of the witnc-se­
summoned to appear in Xewport pleaded absence bccnu-c of
old age, bad health, or hu..illl""" affairs, and rho-c that did
appear ..hed no new light on the ClSC. -~.

After three wee ks of futile inve..tigarion the com mi...­
..ioners " broke up Ion J anuar y 2 1I having adjourned to
~ 6 [ h of .\by. " ~ ' I n :I k r ~cr t tl L ord I Iartmou rh rbcy gave
incleme nt weat her a.. the ir reason bur in a ll probability it
was the comple te lack of evidence. R umors of bribcrv bv
some merchants of l ' rovidcucc, anxio us ro prevent an~' a~~
rests, circulated around Xewport," but no ccn tirmation was
ever established . In any case, the storm which had hurst so
violeu rly upon Rhode Island in Decembe r had passed over,
leaving on ly a few ge ntle breezes in it" wake. :\'0 arrests
had been made. not hing new had come tu light , and it
looked to all a" th oug h the Crown had once again been de ­
feated in it" designs to crush America.

Xat hanael Greene, later a brillia nt Ge neral in the Rcvo­
lutionarv Armv, bitrcrlv attacked the attit ude of the Rh ode
Island ;\s~emb'l y toward s the Commission in j anuary, 177J ,
saying that the Assembly " seems to have lost all th'at spiri t
of inde pendence and pub lic virtue that has eve r distin­
guished them since they have first been incorporated , and
sunk do wn into a tame submission and entire acquiescence
to ministerial mandate~.'''~ T he Assem bly , however, was
will ing to let the Co mmi-sicn proceed , for to inte rfere or
make a he-tile move at t hat time might well have broug ht
Ge nera l Gage marching do wn from Be-ton. It was be tte r
for some other colony to take t he lead in protest aga inst
the court.

In spite of this apathy IIIl the part o f the peopl e of Rhod e
bland when they saw noth ing would result from the Com ­

ou Harrlcrr , "!" rif., rl', IO.:! .1 01o.
• , ~li!c\, [ hi!')' , vol. r, ", ,1.11\,
, : Hi';,

" ~ (;. w. Greene, T hr 1.;; 1' ,,; .\',' f l/,,,,.u l (; ,-unr ( ' e\\ York, 1!l1l; ) ,
vol. I. p. ·0,

mi-sion's invc-rigat iou-, the leading men in other parts of
the continent were not will ing to let the matter drop. Al­
though the Cru w n had failed to secure convictions in this
particular en-c. a preceden t had been established for dealing
with act- of violence again-t the Crown officials that bode ill
to the freedom of Americans, Before the Commissioners
rea-sembled in .:\lay to continue their invcsrigntions , the
machi ner v for a closer union of the colonies than had been
in exis tence for eigh t vear-, had been set up, T he work of
the court in promoting American libert y had been far mere
successf ul than it- work on be hal f of t he Crown.

Because news travel ed slowIy in 1772. especia lly in the
winter. the ge ntle men of Virgi nia d id not begin to hear
rumors of the Rhode Island Commi ssion until lan unrv,
177.1 . and even then the facts were obscured. \ 'irginia was
far away fr om New England both in miles and in spiri t.
;\ l o:.t Yirginians looked on New E nglanders as rad ical
Yank ees who were likel y to do almost anything in de fiance
of Engli sh authority. They had been d rawn toge the r at the
time of the Stamp Act Congress in 176 5, hut since then the
two divisions of America had dri fted apart. Yet it was from
Virgi nia that the next move carne a:. a result of the Gaspee
commission. after the as-cmblies of Rhude leland and
M assach usetts had fai led to act. T he spirit of union for
all the colonies had long been alive in the • .urh , a" wa­
-hown by the Virginia resolves of 1769 , hut the inactivity
of the subsequent two ~ ·ears had lessened its force. T he
colonies had subsequently fought their individua l battle­
with England ,

Reali zing this de plorable state of affairs , Richard I Icnrv
Lee on Februa ry a, 1773 , opened a corres pondence with
Sam Adams in Ho-run, motivated in g rea t part hy the Splltty
news of the (; :l~pce Commission and its powers. "To be
firmly attached til the cau-c of Iibcrty on vir t lI0US pr incipies.
is a powerful cause of un ion. and renders prope r the most
casv communication of sentiment,' he wrote. "At rhi- dis­
ranee, and th rough the uncert ain med ium of ncw-pnper- . we
may never, perh:lps, have received a j ust account of this
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:lIhir I t he des tr uction of the G,ut"" I", and this Iove rseas
n-ial ] i:- ,, 0 un rcnson nhlc , nnd so un con stirut ionn l a stretc h of
power. that I hope it will ne ver he pe rmitted to rake place
while a "park of vi r tue or one man ly sentiruen r remain" in
.Amenci." "

T he I i rg,iniu (,'<lUIIl' printed ar ticles secon d and th ird
hand , ta ken fr om Xc w E ngla nd paper" te lling of the cum­
mission and condemning it" uncon-rir urionali rv. "'. In this way
Patr ick H cnrv, Thomas ' e tte n-on, and R ichard H enrv Lee
learned of r h~ event" in k hod e Island which soon he~me a
topic of conversation among the me n in the l Iou...c of
Burges-es.

T he rc ... ult of rhi- d i-cu-cion, one which was far -reaching
in it-, e ffcc r- , ca n hc:-. t he shown hy quot ing t he word " of
T homas J etlerso n in hi!> autobiogra ph y:

KUI 3 C"Ur! of inquir~" he lJ in RhoJe I>h nJ in I ;";" 2 " il h 3 rower
IU .,:n J pcrsun. 10 Enjl:h nJ 10 be tried for o tf"n;,.·, commit ted her"
".IS convidcrcd ot our session of the <pi ng of I ; ; .. .I. d"m.l nJinl!'
.Il1enliun. :'\ol l hinl:ing our 0]J .InJ k.Jing members ur 10 the poin t
IIf f<>f ".IrJn",• .lnJ I.e.l] which Ih" times req uir ed. \I r, Il en ~ ,

R. I I. Le e, }: r.llK;' I.. Lee, \Jr. C.lfr/~ .lnJ mvsclf .lgr"cJ 10 meet
in th" " \ e nin)o:: in a prinl" ...."n of the R.llcig h I;,comuh on the state
" f Ihin)o:: ' " .. \\ ·c were all sensible th .ll the mo. 1 urgent of all m".1<­
urn \\ .1' Ih.lt of n>lll;n~ I" sn unJersu nJi ng with all the olher
n ,l"ni". I.. coueidc r Ih" Ih ili. 1I ,-hi m, .I, .I common c~u>c 10 ~Il. ~lhl

IH I' roJ u<,c· .I unit~ nf action : .lnJ for this r ur r " '" that .I commillcc
of nl rrc"J">llJcIKc in each o,l"n~- would toe the l-est inst rume nt Ior
intcrcommunicatiou: ~n J IhJI their lin-I m".I,u rc \'flu IJ r rob h1r b...
III 1''-''1'" ", .1 1I1<'<' ! i n~ uf de pu tie s from " -,, r~' '010" .'" JI .. >111" '·"'Il r.ll
,,1.,n" "h" -h"... IJ he: char ge d with :h e direction of the measure­
wh ich ,11Ou l,1 be IJl"lI b.' JIl."l

H ow large a part t he G:I"plT Commission had in prod uc­
ing rhi:- revn llltio narr ~tep i... extremely di fficult to a~n; rtain.

It 11 l1doll ht nll~ loum ed la rge in t he mind:- of the gro up in
\ ' irg inia, hut t he hazy kn uwl..·dge they ~eemed tu ha\ 'e u f it~

" R. II . Ln ' III :-'.lI11Uc! \,l."l1" F"hnu fl -t, l ; ~ l , '1'1:,' Lrllr l '! "l
Ri, /"" ,/ 111" 1'1' 1,1'1', r.C. 11.111.>.0: 11 . cd . ( :'\C\\ \ 'or k I') 1 I~ I+),n,1. I , f'. ~ 2.

":, 1' '-1'/:'- 1/1',1 I ; ,I': " / ! f , J .Il111.Jr." 2 1, .r.IllU., t.' 2 ~ , Fc1' r u.1f.\' l ~ , 1;"; "
" . I>"hne' Carr. 1<"11'<''-'''>11', Ilmthcr-in-bw.
"I 'FI,l' 11',.,1''<-' "j 'TI" ,m", J,.ffI'I'J' ,,,, 1'. J•. For,1. d. ( :'\.'\\ Yor k. 1<11I + ).

1<>1. 1. 1'1" 'I- II' .

tr ue powers and the circumstance- ~llrr~lun.ding:.ir-, r~~:-un

fur bei ng ind icate" cu rio-i rv rather than It\lilgnauo!l. I h...~
realized a threat To American lihe rty wn, heing b unched at
R hulic Island , hut exactlv what it wa-, and ho w it was being
countered th e v had no "~\'i ft or sure mean- of finding out .
l 'mi l the,' knew the,' could take 110 rea l action.

T he re~ li zat ion th'at the colonies must stand together and
unite again ...t Engla nd, that the repea ted attempts at taxa­
t ion. reven ue collecti on, and il legal judicial procedu re
would con tin ue . certai nl y was pn.::-ent ill the minds of the
me n in the Ra leigh Ta vern, fu r no one inciden t li~e the
R hode bla nd Commission cou ld cau-c -uch re \'o lu tlonat;.
action, I t wa- t he man y incidents of t he eight-year fight
wit h Parl iament and the King: which provided the hack­
g round of resentmen t a nd concern , hut it wa -, t?~ ne w" of
th is fu rther unwarra nted act t hat forced the decision. I.ee,
Ieffc r-on, and H enr y were not fanat ics like Sa m ;-\da n~ :- in
Bos ton, who practicall y :.-ingle -handed kep t up the ~g ~ t
against E ngland for almost.two year:-, T hey wct."e patnotlC
men.Joya l to rh..· King but h rvt of all loyal to their country ­
men. T he idea of a commi ttee of correspondence was not
ne w and the \ " i rg i ll i a n~ had the exa mp le of the Xla-sachu­
-ctts com mit tee- started by Sam Ad ams ill Xovembcr , al-
though they probably kJle~'I ! ttle aho~t t hem . .

Thus the (;a:-pel' Commi-siou provided a d ouble unpc ru...
Toward the formation of th e intercolonia l commirtce-, of
cor-respondence. O n th e one hand , th e scan tv kn owl edge
of such all import ant e vent con vinced the Yirg iuia ns th at a
-wift an d cer tain -vste m of communica tion between the
colonies was nece""a"rv ; and , :-ecund ly, this bte~t att ack un
.--\ rnel-ica ::.ho\\'ed t h e~ t hat uni ull :lnd colJpera tion wa:- nec­
e ,, ~a T\' . It took a violent threat ag:ti n~ t th eil- \'ery l'xi "tenn:
a" fr~e men to hring- the c() lo ni ~ts tugl·th cr.

( T hen: i~ a \\"\wthwhile d i ~nl ~~ i ull of thi~ ~ llhj ec t in
Origin.; of t /;" , I /II N i ,'tl lt N t"!: IJ//If i l/1/ , hy J O h ~ l C. .\ I ill er,
pp, 325-29, puhli ~h l'd :-i nce t h j ~ paper W:l~ WTltT1.:Il, ed, )
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The Old Town Poun ds of Rh ode Island
by :\ ~ ~ r. CR,\ WFOR I) :\ 1.I .t::--: Il o LST

In the carly days of th e Col onies, lost livestock was a
-erious bu-ine.." to the fruga l sett ler... P rovi..ion was made
rapidly to care fur such Io..t animals in tight enclosures,
where they cou ld not possibly cause harm to the hard­
planted crop.., and where the valued anima l.. could ~fclr

await their owners. Such enclosures in Xcw Eng-b od were
called Pound s. and , maintained bv the T own, were each in
charge of a Pound Keeper who was annua lly appointed by
the T own Counci l.

Hut changing times and the :\ Jachinc Age han: caused
the T own Pounds [ 0 lose their useful value. .-\nd, today .
it behooves the Antiquarian to search out and record those
last remnants of the old T own Pound s, before they too, are
lost in t he memories of pa:-t hi-r cry. Some arc gone en­
rirelv, without even benefit of writt en historv. Others are
reco~ded as. having been located on -uch and such a site.
While still others existed in scattered and forlorn remains
that arc scarcely recognizable. And there are a few that are,
rod av, in well preserved, usable condition.

T he Town Pounds of X cw Eng land wen: made from
the handie-r, sturdiest materia l nvailnble-c-rhe native rocks.
Each Pound re flected the T own...hip in no "mall manner.
Some were sma ll , and poorly built, reflecting the pinched
and narrow-minded citize ns of the town. O thers were
large, well -buil t, solid affair ... that indicated citizens of sub­
stance . .And t hen, there was the famous Round Pound in
Connecticut , near the Rhode Island -Connecticut line. t hat
indicated a f rank Ion: of beaut y, a desire to bui ld character
and solidness into what t hey left for posterity.

H owever, the T own Pounds with which t hi....hort article
is concerned arc: t he old T own Pounds of Rhod e Is land .
Hut a partial survey of these has be en completed , th is in ­
tcrest ing work being cut ..hort by lack of time and gasoline
rat ioning . For it takes a sur prising amount of both time and
gaso line to search out and p hotograp h th ese works in stone.

t t
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Each Rhod e b land Pound had some little feat ure. which
made it q uite distinctive from the others. \ \ ·un n mention ­
ing-arc thl,: quaint "font: steps beside the south west corner of
the: ChKcstcr T own Pound , the lovely old Road \brking
stone hl.'sidc the South King..town T own Po und ;H Curti"
Corners, the brook that Rows through the corner of the
Fu..rer T own Pound (making it quite uuncccssarv tu water
the stuck therein twice a day J, the open shed that is said to
han: been built in the W e-t G reenwich T own Pound , :InJ
the nice curncrposb on t he front of the Xcrt h King..town
Pound . .\ nd the re arc man y other".

CRA:o.:STOS T ow s l'o l -;o.; IJ"-;\unc now existing. O ne of
the T own Pound , wa .. located at the cor-ner-s of \\' ilhur A ve­
nue and Phenix Ave nue , we-t of the village of Oaklawn.
Xorhing remains of it at this ti me.

~·"qt: R Tn"" r-or- vn
Th e ori/(irl.lIl".lk. of unusual raltcrn

E XETER Tow~ P o r-x us-c-Loc ated on the T en Rod Road ,
or so-called Victory Hig hway, west of the W idow Sweet
Road , un the north ~ide of the highway. Stolle walls in had
condition. Gare renew:...d nut too lung ago.

FOST ER Towx Porx u..-c- Lo cn ted on the Gn..enbush
Road. about a mile we~t of Fu"ter Center. In good usable
condition. Ga tcway \ery fine. The gnrc of a most nttrac­
tin: and original pattern. Care apparently is original. Broo k
running through the ...outhwe-r corner of the Pound .

E AST GRI-:E:" WICH Tow s POl' ~ I ~-The onlv authenti­
cated site of a Town Pound , which i... "till in u-c , is that of
the upen cellar beneath the barn un the T own Farm on
Fir-r ..Yvenuc in the village of Ea~t G reenwich.

The probable -ite , though nut authenticated , of the
Pound in the western part of the Town, is that located
about 10110 feet cast of Tarbox Corners on ~ J idd lc Road,
on the south <ide of the road. Littl e remains, except an
intriguing hit of stone work that may, or mar nor , have been
either a feed trough or a bu-c for a wooden water tub,

\\' EST GRF:F~WICII Tow ~ POl · ~ I >,,-l.ocatcd on top of
Xoo -eneck H ill on the south side of the Robin l Iollow
Road. In bad repair, .-\ ... ma ll, low stone-walled Pound ,
with an extremely narrow entrance. It is said that an open
shed was formerly buil t on th e side of th e ham l sti ll exi-t­
ing) to ..he h er the animals, though all trace of the ..hed ha­
vanished .

GI.OCESTEK Tow x POl , ~ [ >,,-r .ocatcd on the east side of
the Chopmi ..r l l ill Road , a scant mile fro m the vil lage of
Che pachet. T he high stone wall s, well built and capped,
and the fine uld iron gate ,:t.. well a.. the Po und ... unusual
triangula r sha pe, make thi~ Pound one of the most out ­
sta nding in the ..tate, .\ sma ll fl ig ht of th ree ..tone step..
beside rhc sou th wcsr corncrof the Pound lend grea t interest,

1! () I' K I :-':"I0 :-': To wx l'ol ' ~ l>s-;\ 1 1 of the T U W ll Po und­
(If this tow n arc ..ti ll in cxi...renee , though all are unu-uablc.
T he ...ourhern Po und i~ loran-d OJI Chn...e 11ill Road about
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three -quarter miles southwest of the Brad ford -Ashnwav
State I Iig hway. T he stonewalls are sti ll good , but there rs
no gate, and the interior of the Po und has been completely
overgrown. T he centra l Pound is located Oil the south side
of the Woodvil le Road about one-quarte r mile ea-t of the
X oo...eneck Road (or Route 3) at H opkin ton Citro T his
P ound is a lso in all overgrown condition, and lacking a gate.
Some of the wall s arc down. The northern Po und is located
011 the north side of the Skunk H ill Road, about l)I1C mile
west of the [unction wit h t he Arcadia Road . In verv bad
condi tion , m -i l111 S ga te , broken walls, and comp lete ly over­
grown. At the south west corne r of Pound a small brook
fl ows, whe re the wate r for t he interned stock was obtained.
It is in teresting to note t hat all of the Town P ounds of the
T own of I I opkin ron are of identica l pa ttern .

.:"\OR T H K. IX(;STOWS T ow x Po v x os-c-Lccatcd on the
north side of the T en Rod Road , or so-called Yicrorv H ig h­
way, about 1000 feet west of Coll at ion Co rners. ..-\, ra ther
large T own Po und , with low sto newalls , in usable condition
tod ay. Co rne rposts on front wall arc worth y of notice.

SOUTH K. l :\'GSTOW~- T ow x P o c x us-c-Located nor th of
Curtis Corners on the hack road to L ittl e Rest. Gate and
stone walls in origi na l condi tion. Pound is in usab le condi­
tio n toda y. Beside the northwest corner of the Pound is one
of the lovel y old roa d mark ing stones on the face of which
is carved

" TO 1 1.I1T I h I lu n I ~ \lJ· llll l l··

.:"\ORTH P ROVIDF.:-: CE T ow v P ou xos-c-A pparen rly there
was on ly one T own P ound . A verbati m descrip tion , a...
given the writer , is inserted here: " It was a high , tigh t
hoard fence enclosing a house lot on the north side of :\ Iin­
eral Spri ng Aven ue abo ut nne look cast of D ougl as Ave­
nul'. Between Doug las Avenue and Lex ington :\ venue the
hill Har reos out for not ove r 100 feet j ust before it start"
a short upgrade to Lexington Aven ue. T he Pound wn ... uu
the nunh side of the street 011 tha t fl at . It rema ined there

'I
,I

"

,I

until the Town removed the lock-up to the old school lot.
A fence was bui lt around the lot and it became a combined
bridewell and Pound , as it remains today, though unused
and ramshackle. I suppose the old Pound was bui lt when
the T own was divided in the '70s, and I Gill remember its
occasiona l usc , with a lot of hard feeling- on the part of those
who owned the critters."

R I CII !\l O~ J) Towv P ou x os-c-Located on the old " :\ Iiss
'g inia Bro wn Road ," a din road r unning north from Rich­
mond T own H ouse. About th ree-qu arte r miles d ue north
of Richmond T own H ouse. An exceptionally fine T own
Pound . T he wall s are well over eigh t feet high, and very
wel l built. T he huge gate is th e biggest T own P ound gate
in Rhode Isla nd ! Pound is in good usable condi tio n today.

.sCITUATE T OW N P ocsus-c-This sur vev was started too
late to incl ude anv of the old Scitua te TO~' 11 Pounds, a ll of
which now lie beneath the waters of the Scitu ate Reser voir .
T huug h di fficult to obtain information , the wri ter believes
one was located ill the village of Richmond, and one in the
neurbv village of Kent.

\\ ' ,\ j{ WI C K T OW N P ou x os-c-The onl y existing T own
Pound in the citv of W arwick is located on the no rth side of
Cowesetr Road abo ut 600 feet cast of Love Lane. T he gate ,
and probably the ga teway , is a renewal. H owever, it is in
good usable cond ition today. The last P ound Keeper up­
pointed was the late Amasa Sprague, and since \ Varwick has
become a City, the office of Pound Keeper ap parently has
been dune away wit h.

,h an interesting short sideligh t on the subject of T own
Pounds, and to conclude this article , the write r has bee n
told of a most am using custom , of long-time stand ing ap­
parentl y, that is sti ll in existence in neighboring N ew E ng ­
la nd sta tes. On Town M eetin g Day, it seems, it is still the
custo m to ap point the Town's newlvcsr -wedded ma le citizen
as T own P ound Keeper!



A Pain ting of Roger \\'illiams', ,
by H R..\DFO IW F. ~\\' ,-\~ '

A mid - 19th centur y paint ing by Peter F , Rot her mel ,
en ti tled " The Banishment of Roger \\'ill iam~." was given
to the Rh ode bland Historical Society in December hy
:'\ Ii ~~ I.UC\ · T. Aldrich.

The painting i~ not a likeness of the founde r of P rovi­
dence- no port rait fr um life of Roger Will iam- has ever
been discovered , nor ha-, th ere ever been an y indicatio n tha t
he sat fur hi:. port rait d uri ng hi.. lifetime." The Rothermel
painting is, in..read , a tine example of the romant ic painting
which was :-0 popular in America during t he [a..t century.

It sho ws Roger Will iams striking out from Salem in the
mid st of a g loomy. winte r landscape, just as th e sun is set ­
ting, Snow carpe ts the forest flour. and a cruel wind whips
through the d ark and forbidding trees th at till m ost of the
background.

The painting: is not dated , hut according to Chn-le- R.
J lenscbel of :'-1. Knoed ler & Co" through whom it was
acquir ed , Roth ermel began paint ing historical subjects after
he visited Europe in IRS6. T he artist was horn in Luzer-ne
Ccunrv, Pcnu-vl vania , in I R17, H e studied und er Hass
Otis and -cr up ;~ a port rait painter in P hiladel phia in I R-l-O .
lie d ied in 1895 ncar Pot tstown, P ennsvlva nia.

Acquisition of th e painti ng h~ ' the Society j ~ indeed fur ­
tunarc.Lccru..c in recent years the output of the American
romantic paint ers uf th e l vt h centu ry has been reapprai sed
h\' art critics and found to haw an entirely justified place in
the dcvelopmcut of Am eri can art: Xlore and more arc th e
ro mantics winning cri tical acclaim.

I ...... """l '''''' .
• \l r. :-".11 •. \ .Il. ( \',1,) !<l11l, ;.,h,·.H'" "iI" f"T til.. 1"0" '-'/""' - Jo.,,,,,,', ,,,,,i

h" ."pr·"i.;"" H{'" "<". ,<or th" "'·'''r,'pr,.
a Fur . l ldl .ii,w";",, "l lh .. ,·.i,,,·,,,,· "I .lll' ""th,,,, ,, p",lr "it " f W ill i..." .. . ...

sid",-,- \, Il i,in , ""\11 r " ~" j ,,, \ ·" " , ..,,,i1\~ Ill<" ,\ "I h,·" ,;,i ,,- ,, ' :In .-\11 '"1,"<",1 " "' H.,it 'd
It", .. W ill i,,,,, . ," R , I . n, ,,,,,,,,1 /"" " ' . ~"J ~ , · , i , ·•. ~ ". 2 ( I',,,,i,,,'''''', 1 ~'I1).

• Ti,,· \1 "" ·",,, ,,( .\,t, R. I. ~ , h ",,1 "i D". i" n. !.l, t "" ." "''l(J i'''d "Th,' L ot" I;" " "I
R " !' ~ ' Will i"" " ," hy ..\ !"" , ,, I' h,'ppd . T h,' ",;tt'c I"" ""o'n t h' "i.,,"n~J tl",t thl,
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Asa Whi tncv's E ITort in Rhode Island.
to Promo te a Railroad to th e Pacihc

CrJ11l1l1101;,'IIIt',1 by J OII~ It R..\E

T he origina l of th e accompanying letter is in Volume 11
of th e Dorr M an uscr ipts in th e Brown University Library,
It shows with rem arknhlc clarity t he astonishin g effort
which Whitney put into his sing le- minded and virtually
sing le-handed cr usade for a ra ilroad to the Pacific - the
itin crarv described in thi s letter was a substan tia l one for
th ose days, and yet it wn.. only a smal l part of Whitney's
travels. The fact that he corresponded with Dorr concern­
ing his project has a particular intere-t , inasmuch as Walter
S. Burges, J),Jrr'~ close-t freud, was one of th e origi nal io­
corporato rs of t he Union Pacific R. R .

!.-\";'1 Whitney to T homas \\' . Dorr ]

X cw 'forI,; H Olel,:'\ . Y.. Xov. I. 1 ~ -$- 7

Den ~ir

I regret rhat l h~ ,1 not the plca- urc of ><.", itl,lt ~ ..u ,\hen I r~,;eJ through
~ 'our cit~· l~.t wed; J uri l1 g ~()ur ~ hs.cI1\·e , I hJJ j ust returned frum \ "e rmo n t
...here the Lcgi. lal ure " f that ~Utc hJJ h~ 1 UI1111 imoUi vote passed rcsolu­
nons in favor of AnJ requesting Ih .·ir Jdqe:~le l in CongrCM to H)Ie' for m~'

proj ect for ARailr oad from l.J l " 'l i, h i,ltJ n tn the l'ccin c. From ~·..ur eil~'

I 1';,i teJ the l..cg i ~b l\lre of ~ ..ur SUle. where I w ~ . ti eT(d~' op~J hy
:\I r, ,-\mes' of vour cirv. but on ulin,lt the ,\I'cs J.nJ :-.: O('~ . there were but
two of the btta. I CJ'nnol unJc'r 'tJnJ th.· ~J.u~ of his «pposuion, but it
appea red almos t personal. 'I r. T hurr. lon; \\'J.' prc><:nl JIlJ JiJ all he
could for me J' did all nur fri end, .lIhl I \\.1, rmhcr plelseJ than ot her­
wise. thJt the "pp<os;l ion ,'dille from Ih.ll siJ e. hereafter something may ~
made of it. .\ :\I r, .-\l\\"JI" r' oIll·.l "n Ille' an Enginn ·r I \\~! pleased with
him. he is inlclligC11l. li e dC'lir", J C0l'.' of mr exrlJllJlioll before the
legiclarurc for public.uinn. In ,! >Jid he could have it published in the

' '' :In,,,~l \ n,,·•• .-\"""" ...' "l 1" l ' " I I,' " ' ' ' t ,. I),.rr', ~t"lI,~,·in·I"", ~'" " r"llti <"1
()rr",,~nt. I" brl, h~ h.d heen ' 11 oU" l AnJ in, L~" 'I1J U ,du m~n durin, the fl orr
Rebell i" n. If h. kn~" tlt"t Wh i t ,, ~,- " " ., l,iend "f I)"", hi. " r r o' ition "a. Un_
d""h'edh' r""'I1 . I.

" lknjAmi n It T h" " I' ''' . " I 1I" l'ki" , ,," . p,,,,,,;,,,.,,, ill Do·m"n., tic cird~';n Rhode
1, 1.,,,,i a l II,i, ,i",,·.

" " ,,>ph~ ll ,\ ' ''' Hr" p,,, t,,,", "it h :-" , Fl . ~ h " ~ ,,, t h . ill t h,' Ii"" ,,!.-\'u.ot,·r.l, Sh"h3rth,
"i,il en,i"e,·". 12 ~' ''J,h \1 , ill ~ t f e~ t .

I"



R ecent Puhlicat ions of Int erest to R hode Island

" T he l i 6 'J T r.l n, it of Ve nus, " b~o .Ylbcrt E . 1.0 ,,"11 (" ' . SJ:
o
\ ' .;II ,! Trft'·''-''fr,

10!. II , Xo. 6, pp. 3-5.

tTh~ R~p"Mi<..~ H " ..rJ, lh~ principal Dem'>e r"t i. n~" 'r'pn in I ' rov id~ n <~ from
d a t~ 01 ~,tabli.hn..nl J uly I , 1828 . Complel' tlI~ in R), <od~ I' land Hi, tori ", l SoddY
Ir<om J . nuary, 1829 ( VolOlm. 2, No. I ) to O", . mher 2;, 18,2.

~\'.'<l<om~ H_ S,,~o l.., i' o' l m••t~ r, Unioo Hid" ., I'ro,-iden« , on. of Dorr '. c),id
li"ul<n.nli in l h~ 'u/frag" owvem""l . D" n frequently li,·"d "il), him after hi. re·
1".,,, frnm pri .nn.

"L" vi Woodbury-, at Ihil tim" A" o, i"(,, J u, ti, e 01 !h~ Uo;ted 5 t"t,, ' Su pr~m~

Cou,t. AI $en .tlu, fro m X e.... lJ , mpl hi<e, h~ h.d be"" On~ <if Do,,' , l uppo, te" in
Con gre" .

'Capl . in Charl•• Wilh . , US:--, mad" th" fir<t . urn y of N " rag. n..tt B'r in
1832.33. In n plur"tiun. "f both th e Allan li, . nd P;lCific Coa,t o, he did inv. luable
wor k for th" Coa, t .nd ( ",od"l ie Survey, but Ih. reputatioo .cquired in thi. fid d
h.. be.n on"h.dowed b)· hi. p.n in !h" T renr :"ihir durin g the Civil W. r.

l om-n.:! and I/~ r.11{1 . · I should (,., pleased if th is call be done, particularlv
in the Hrraid , and [ hope you will be pleased to in terest yourself in it. I n
Vermo nt the Lcgisb lu rc ordered my address publish ed . I have sent In
M r. Sayles" a copy of DcBow's review with the article I named to ~·O l1. be
pleased t<> read it. T omor row 1 leave for Georg ia and T enne' '''" and
shall be ah!\Cnt all the month . hut [ shall he moot happy to hear from ~;ou

wi th any suggest ions you may he p1c,H'cd to ma ke. :'\1.1" address for Io days
:\I illcdgc\-illc, G ee . after {or 10 d.l: "s :\ash illc T en nessee.

Since I had the p leasure of S('cin,l; you I han: received a Hrr 'trong and
deci ded expression from J udg{' \ \"oodbury ,8 which he has perm itted me
to show 10 frie nds but desires it should not be pu blished, also similar ones
from other gentlemen of high stan ding ami in fluence. Capt. \V i r k es~ of
our 1\'al'}' who explored the Coast of O regon and whose able report you
have no doubt rea,l, has devoted SOllie t ime to the investigation of this
subjec t an d g ire n Ille his views for publicat ion which will appear in the
U nion and Intelligence duri ng the week. I hnpe ~-ou will be pleased 10

read it. Allow me to hope you are fast regai ning your health, and tha t
the t ime rnav be no! far distant, when vcu will receive a rich relnrd for
all your toil; an d sufferings for the good of mankind.

:\[o, t Respectfully

Your obt. Servr.
.--\ . W hitney

o f Gl'nl'alo~ica l In te rest,

T he Society has a large and ever-increasing collection of
publis hed penea logies , and in addition , has ample manu­
script mater ial, including the Angell , Bates, Briggs , Calef,
Chapi n, Edd y, (;1'1'1'111' , Root collections, and others.

T hese manuscript genea logies, in general, contain in­
valuable iuformaricn. Let U $ review bricflv the Bates and
Briggs col lections . .

T he Bates collection consists of mater ial collected by
:\ !r$. Louise Prosser Bates, who was a well -known Rhode
Island gen ealog ist.

T here arc eigh ty-seven volumes of scrapbooks of her
notes and lette rs, all inde xed . T hese cover numerous
Rhode Island fami lies such as, Arnold , Baker, Cross, Cot­
rrc ll , Greene, Lawton, Xorthrup, Reming ton, Reynolds,
Sherman , \\'aite, and man y others. M rs. Bates abo copied
Vital, P robate , L and , Council and T own M eeting records
from man~o original sources, and these are all included and
inde xed .

T his collect ion also has th ree volumes designated a~

" T he Peirce M an uscripts" of North Kingstown T own
.\ k ering , Council, and L and Records. O ne vol ume con­
rains a g-ood Ga rdin er family ge nea logy.

T he Bates collection is of great value to the genealogical
resear-cher- as the inde x tell s at a gla nce whether or nut the
name sought is to be found ill it. O nce the searcher f inds the
name, qui te fr equently he will find tuo, that M rs. Hates has
worked O il the same problem, or some part of it, and eve n
when he d ues not find the exact data , .:\- Irs. Bates' mate ria l
wiIIg ive clues as to where to look for the missing connection.

T he Briggs collection was pre sent ed to the Society some
year.,. ago by Anthony T arbox Briggs. M r. Briggs was horn
April I, 1851, at Wa shington, H, I., the son of Russel l and
Sarah Polly (Tarbox'! Hriggs. lie later resided in Mill ­
bury, where he was a selectman, then went to Boston, whe n:
he was connected with the Philadel phia and. Read ing Coa l
and I ron Company, and lived in Camb ridge. H e \\' ,1$
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grea tlr in te res ted ill ge nealugr and col lected a large a mo unt
!If valuable information wh ich he had carnlogued and gave
to rhc Rhud e "land l l i- rorica l Societv. H e married F ib
.\!a ria h kh 0 11 October I i , 18n, 'at Ylillburv. .\ I r:-.
Hriggs \\'a~ ;; gradua te of the O read Collegiate In; t itutc (If
\\'orce:-tc r, line of the \e r~ early ..cbcols to give a college
ed ucation ro girls. T hey had three chi ldren, horn in .\ Iill ­
hur~: Floren ce El izabet h Hrigg" h.J une 28, 18 i-l-; d. April
23, 18i5; Ru..-e ll Edd y Hrigg:-, h. .\lay JII, 181 i , and
S arah .\bric Hriggs, h. .\lar . 23, 18RII. .\ I r. Hriggs died
.\lar I S, 19I R. at Ca mbridge.

"lhi-, collec tion i.. ho usni in the .\Janu..cripr Room. .Ird
fl oor, and cun ..i:-b uf [or-tv- five norebook-, tilled with fami"
dam, five scra pbook- uf ne w-pape r clipping.. l mo-t fy I;elle'­
alogical material I, three -cra pbock- of Will-, and nl-o
-crapbook-, covering near- ly three hundred cemctcric.. -car ­
tercd throug hou t R hud e "bnd,

J u..r our-ide the M anu-cript Room i-, a large tiling ra-c·
containing an index to the Hri gg~ collection. T he up pe r part
o f the ca..c is a n index to t he col lection a-,a wh ole and cove rs
man v farnilie... Be low i-, another :-eetiun which contains a
,pecfal inde x to t h o-c fumilic .. which are m o-t r h tlrtl ll g h l ~
co, crcd.

There i-, a special indcx d ra wer fur the familie- o f each
of the follow ing : J o hn Andrews, Will iam Arnold, J ohn
G reen e, Surgeon, J ohn Briggs of Xor th Kin g.....rown, G eorge
Hrigg:-, Hrigg :- ( ;\ Ji..ccllnncou-f , j ohn Cog ue-bal l, J ohn
(;reell l' uf (Ju lI"ine:-..cr, Creelle ( .\ Ji..ccl l:l lll:Ull.. f . S:tmllcl
(;orh lll, F lkana n luhnSllrl, !oh lb on 1.\ li-.ccl l:tnco u.. I,
1k nrr ;\httesoll, .io hn Spe n ~e r, J o hll T :lrhllX, (; ellrge
\\' ig htnw l.

\\"h ether a prllfcssil!J1a l wlJrker, ..tude nt , ur merclr :t

genca illg ical cn t h ll~ i a..t, a wealth of mat l:ri:d i.. to he fUll ml
in t h e~e int erest ing ('ollt'r t iom which arc ;I\' ai b hk to a ny ~

"Il l ' ' Cl'ki ng tlll'tTl.
..\ . I., ~,

Pem ber ton of St. Alban s
a nd

The Mot her of RO~lT Willi ams,
by G..,h\)RF: W~ .\ I O Il.J..\ Il.T Y, :\ •.\ 1., LL.H., F. ~..\ .

For more than fiftv vcar-, it ha-, been known that rhc
mother of Roger \\' iil i; ,m was :I member of the gentle
fa mi ly of Pemberton of St. A lhan:-, co. l Iertc., and from
time to time ..catrered notice- of the fami ly have appea red in
various pl ace.. hut, a:- yet , no adequa te account of the famil~

ba-, been puhli ...hcd. In 192.1 a pedigree of the fami ly wa­
printed by the Rev. Robe rt Pe mbe rton , Rector of ln gnrc­
<tone, co. E ssex, in hi, "Pemberton Pedigrees", bur it i:- a
mere skeleton pedigree. without documentation. T he fol­
lowing article, therefore, will be an attempt ro give an ac­
count of the various members of the familv in the 16th and
11th cenrurics-c-thar i-, of the immedia te r~bti \ 'e:- of Roger
William-, bea ring- the name of Pem berton, and wit h rhi-,
will be combined what i, known abou t Roger \; paterna l
ance..trv.

T he Pem berton , o f St. .,\ lbal1-. aro-e from ob-curitv, evi­
..icntlr by trade in that town , and in London, in the ~ iddk
of the 16th cent ury , the period when the socia l revol ution
brought "0 many new men to the fro nt. T hen: call , how­
ever, be litt le doubt that rbcv dc-ccnded fr om some cade t
and obscure branch of the ancient and gentle ho use of
Pemberton of Pembert on, cu. Lau cs., wh ich was founded
h~' Adam de Pembe rton, who flourished about I 1H I Pcm­
herton Pedigrees, of!. ("il ., Chart I J, III the \ ' isit:tt ion of
Il erts. fur 1fi3-1- , whc n: a ped ig rn ' o f thl' ~t. .\ lh:tl1-. hmi ly
i.. gi 'Tll , it is statl· d that rhe fOll nder, Rolx:r t P l.' mhertoll,
was s:tid " to haH' comc out of Che:-hirl'. " In t he "\ 'i-; it ar iun
of :\' ort hanb," fur I fiB 1, which contain:- a ped igree of Unt·

hrandl of the ~t. A lha ns fa mih', th l' na me uf thc flJund cr
is gi \'c n a' C;cuff rer, llut Huhl:;·t , :lnd he is sta ted ttl h:t\' e
cU llle fr ulll \\' i..tull, co, r ,allCS. to ~t, .\ lh:llls a nd to hal T
hlxn d l:scl'nd nl fro lll thl: I\ 'mlx:rt ulls (ff 1\ ' lllhert Ol tl. CUl1 -
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tcmpornrv records conclusively prt)\ c that the name of the
first pm ....-r, ancestor of our fumily was Robert and nut
C;eotfrey. It may he sugge..ted, however, that Geoffrey
mav have l'ecn the father of Robert. In this con nection it
sh,;uld he lltJtc:d that un 10 J une 1589 Geoffrey Pe mbe rton
of ~f. Alhan.... bu...bandman, brought a bill in chancery
against :\larger y j aoon and her ...ens Hubert and Halle for
a ce rtain mcs-uagc in :\ la rsw n. co. Chester. conveyed about
snell vear-, before ( 1582 ) for debt bv one H ug h j acs on to
the O~at ()r ICI/lilll·. POI". Eliz, P. p. 9no. 11. It is possible
that thi s Geotfrt:\' wa ... the father of Robert, the first known
ancestor of the ~t. Al bans familv, but in that C'J. "C he mu ... t
have been a ver y aged man in 1589. It may nl...o he noted
that a John Pembe rton of Sr. A lbans made his will on 23
J an. 1509 10, proved 20 Feb. 1509 10. H e resided in
St. And rews Pari... h and directed that he he buried in Sr.
. \ ndrews hurying ground in the churchyard of St. Peter's
parish ( where uur fami ly later rc-idcd, as will du ly ap ­
pear). li t: beq ueathed ttl the shrine uf Sf. Alban... " my
scutcheon of silver enamel led with the arms of St . .\ lh.1I1S
to he hanged on the ... hri nc to the honor of God and H oly
Sr. Albans." H e left his house in H ev Bowe to his daugh ­
ter J ane and his ho u..c in Bar row-tyle in Forslc y parish
(in :-'t. Albans } to hi ... si... tcr Eli zabe th Pemberton and made
his wife J oan his residuary lega tee [ Archdec. St. Albans,
"Wallingford" fo. 1+6, 1+71- 15361 . T hese records show
that earl\- in t he J6th C't: ntun' the name of Pem hcrtoll
a lread, ' o~cu rs in the to wn. .

.:\0 'connect ion het wee n the ~t. Albans fam il\- and thc
gcnt h: Camilr of Pem lx:rt on settled at R ll...hd~n , in the
neighhoring cou ntr of .:\ortham pton. h:t.. hecn pn n 'ed and
it is llut cert ain whl,.'re, in our ped igree, Rap hael Pemherton,
Esq., of St. Pete r\ parish, St. Alhans, helo nged. It mar be
~ llggcsted that he was perhaps a SOil of the hrst ]{ohert . In
this conlH.'etioll it sho uld be noted t hat the nam e.: Raph ael
:l 1~o occurs ill the Rllshdl.' tl f:lJnik and t his 111:\\- inJ icatl.' a
kimh ip bet wccn the two Cam ilie~. Jk thi.. as 'i t m:1.Y. the
hrst pro\·l.'d :lncc~ tur of ullr S1. ,-\Ihans £amilr was Rober t

Pemberton who lived in St. Pete r's pa rish in that borough
in the middle of the 16th cent urv.

T he e,-ideIKe" upon which th e 'pn iigrl'c is ba-ed will now
he given l ..uch a~ have already be en printed will be given
in an abridged form, with a reference to the fuller abstract t
and the-e will he foll owed hr a pedigree arranged in the
... tnndard American form.

\\ '11 .1 ;.

\\'11 .1. of Rnc,FII. STn"t ' uf ~I .. \ lhan ~. macer. Jlt"J 1~ F" b. 1 ;;' '; -t.
rro'eJ 2.9 :\I l rch J ' ~ -t. T " be buricd in Ih" chu rch uf :'1..\ llu n>. ' 1'0
the po"r uf ~ I . _\nuns. T o the pJ.uun of :'1. \INns In preach J. sermon a t
m\ burial, T o Ihe free 5<:hl.,1 of Sf. _\ltoJllS. T O !lOn R"be rl . afte r the
J~CCJk of m~- wife Elly n. bnJ, JI !'" tl<: rscrouche. h'lh free Jn J cup~,
;.aiJ Robert 10 pJ.'- m~- younger s"n Rug a i 60 within four ~'eJrs of com ­
ing into ...iJ bn.k T n wife Ell"n Ih" uSc: of m~ fr"" JnJ copyhold lands
in ~ f. !'d a 's ~ t r" e t in ~ l . ,\1.....ns ~nJ m~· rcncmc m in F'ishpole :'1. in
:'1•. \ lbJn;. :>J id wife luleer m.1 IWo_>liS 31 Ihe l ' n i\-"ni l ~' o( C~m hr i Jge•
or Oxfor d, umillher ,hJII be 21> ~"JfS "Id ~nJ 10 then g i'-e them £20
each. T o 'un Roger...her m~- wif,," J"~lh. mr ho use JnJ lands in St .
1'<:I" r' , Srrccr , m~ ["n"m"nl in Fi. hpuk ~f. JnJ all the lease o( m~- shops
JnJ tenements in "'J~' H ouse (-;JI" . T o cnusin [ nep hew] Rug.:r Pem­
h:nun !H within one .\<:Jrof m.' J,·n..",. " ' if" Ellen nsiJuJ ry leg-atee
ln J cxecuui x. O versee rs, Thom as Bow l,l ing... g~·nl . and "Robert Pcm­
henon, my hfUther -in -l.;m"; In each of them .. hlJ..l guwn of th e value of
"'I rer ~ JfJ. 1_-\rchJ ,·(". ~L .-\lhJIlS. Fi nl il("J. ler. fo. 6f>; St>~,· E" g.lIi" .
& Gt>'I. RU;IHF:II.. vol. v-. p. 1 ; -t].

\ \'11 _1 . of .1"",..- :"Tn" H of Rcd bomc, Co. li en s., JJlcJ ,10 June 1;f>ll,
rmw J J 2 O ct. 151>11 . lle"1 ucsU 10 J"Jll \ \ \ :l h"r",IJ. Robert Stokes, Roger
Stol"s, \ \"..h c r Bec hc. Juh n B...· h~··s wife. KJlh cr inc T hurne. John CfJn­
well. .\Ii ee Bc'Che. E liJ'...J hcl h B"ehe: , IIc' n r~' Be·che: lnJ --- ChJrpell,
Re.iduJ. r~- Iq p tee ~ nd cx"eUlo r. "m~' hrOlhc'r Roger Stokes" 1..... rchJ~'C.
SI. ..... lb..'b Fi nl ;k a,t ct. fn, 2 .~11; Mt';I ,-n R " f ,-i'. ).

\ \' 11_'- uf R"C.FR ST"" F' of ~l, .-\l1'l n, . l11" re"r. dal"J .1 ILlh' J ;; 1'; ,
rUl\-c.l .. Aug. J :;~~ . Tn f.uha-in-1.I\\ John .\ m ul.:! . one ,;f li' e chi ef
hurgesse, " f :>1 . .\ lbans. T o fl l ha - in-b w John Sh..dJ Lite of ~f. .\ lban, .
T o hrother Rnh"f{ :>Ioke. an,l T hnm.H 1I;,I,len. l\1..\ .• "m'- litk .ic. in
;ntr.ll kill'S of Ih" IWU len ement , \\'h",,,;n , no\\' .lwel1, 'to be ..qually
,li,·id"d. " Re ~ i J u .l r~· k,ll:.llec· an,[ c x"CUlor, hT<llh"r Roher! ~toke'. ' ,'he
exceUlor nominated heinJ<: ,1c.1,1 .ldl11ini,tr.llion gunled to Roge r Pember­
lOll next of kin. IP.c.c. 32 I.anglcy; I<H.lSl"EI<, \"ul. ·n, p. 29 4 .]

;-'; uncap..ti,-e " '11.1 , of I' M\' , S'''.-H, wif e of k ng" r ~!"lc' of:>1. .\1_
ban~. ,blC'J .l Jul.,- J :;; ~, pm,-eJ J I :>C'I'I. 1 ';1I. '1'0 lx' hurie'! in St. Peler' ,
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churchyard. T o sister :'Ibn' Arnold mv wed,ljn~ ~own. T o Elizabeth,
.·\~ne. and ~.<r.h .'\ m ole! , anj to ( ; ;ld ine'r"swife. T o Goo,lwi\e~ Dur rhsm
an.i 5tol1011, and 10 H enr y G.u.liner [,\n:hde L ~t. "\ lha,,, _,il, Clopton].

\\' ll , L of J{" Bt,RT SI(l"I : ~ ' of St. Albans, \ I." ter or Arts. dal ej 2 \ug.
15 i~, rrm'ed ~ .-\ug. 157);. To COZl'n Roger I'l'mh" rton " all m:' CU> ­

tom.1TY and ""1'.'"1,01.1 bnJ , in the .\ I.mor of Park .mJ m.\· freehold h nds
in the manors of Park. Bureon, Gorham ancl \\"rslwick," &c. To friend
'Thomas H olden Ll11J, in St. Peter 's Street, ' I'" fohn Sutton and cousin
T homas Blackb oum . T u "mv aun t Pemhen";l an ang-ell of gold. "
{P.C. C. 32 Langle: ' ; IU.G[Sn~R, vel. 4 ,1, r. 2')4 I.

T he above will s prove conclusive ly that Robe r t Pem ber­
ton marr ied Cath er ine. sister of Roger Stokes , Sr. , t he tc s­
tator of 157+. T he Stokes fam ily had long been settled in
Sf. Albans and on 29 Aug. 1++8 t he will of Robert Stoke
" ffurbor" of St. Albans was proved in the Archdeaconry
Court rArchdec. St . Albans 55 Stoneham 1.

;\,Imini,tr:ltinn "n the goo-,j, of Roher! Pemberton of St . .\ Ih:ms J~­

('cased 1\',,, gr.lntcd to hi, Ili .l"w Katherine 011 .{O Sept. 15ill [ .-\rchdec.
:'1. .-\ lba ns '-\, l11\"nsI.

\\' 11 .1. of R H'Ff: " ooRE of St . Albans gent. dated I :\Ia)' 16 1g, proved
2ll ( k e 16 20. T o the poor of the parishes of St. Al bans and St. Peters in
the town of 50!, Albans. E xecuto r Ralph Pembert on of SI, Albans gent.
O verseer Roger Pembe rton of Sr. Albans gent . [ P .C.C. 105 50;1me;
IIE,~rHFIl, \"01. 4- ,; , r- 29+].

\\" 11.1. of Roc FR P n l Tl FRTO,," of Sr. Albans Rsq.. dated 13 Xov. 1;'24 ,
proved 5 Dec. 16 27. T o be buried in the church of St. :'1 la ry -lc. Bow in
Lon.ion . Provides [or the erection of an almshouse for six poor widows
on lanJ rurella,ed for that purpme in Bowgate in St. Peters parish . T o
"111:' three Sons J ohn, Robert and Ralph and my son Woolley." T o
sen-in-law Robert \ \ ·oo!e:.- <'a gold signet ring with mr arms engrav cn
thereon" .'Ihi .1 like gift to brother-in -la w F rancis Kempe. Ring, to
brothers-in -law :\ ichob s Con-hen and J en: m:' O del l. Rings to wife and
d.lughter 'Tecla woollcv. T o three daughters-in-law Kat herine, Susan
an.l France I'emhert on rings. T o "coscn" (n"phew ) alld G " ,bo ll Roger
\ \ ' il!i:ml> £1O. T " go.!;<.ms Ralph Corchcn anJ Ruger O J elL T n g raud­
,'hilJren F Jlen \\ '<XlII,,: ' .me! th e three Elizabe th Pembertons rings, Ex ccu­
tors "my w ife anc] m." son Ralph," Cod icil; :\()I' . 16 2; names other
gralhlchil ,lren including Rohe rt , ron of J ohn Pemherton ( P.C.C. 11i
Sk.'·nn er; RH'lnFR . ('t . cit.].

\ \ ' 11.1 . of 1 1 ~ I H \\' 11 .1.1 \ ,\1< cmzcn .nui merch.nn tavlor of London ,
dated i Sept: 16 20 , proved 19 'c ov. 16 21. S am es ,,'if~ Alice and three
"'ns S.,',lr.1("k, Roger, and Rohert \\'illi;"m, aJ,,) ,h ughta K"t heri l1 l . wife
of Ralph \\ "i.eht nl.ln. citi zen 'l1lJ merchant 1.1.' lor or I.onJ on..1<1.1 her son
J ames \ \ ·iglll lllall. G o.l,l.1 ughlC" rs Elizabeth Pem ber ton . E llen Woolley.
and 1':liz"hclh IIr.' .l n. Kin<\\olll.1ll Alice Ha rris. '1'" the T"~Jr of ~L

\ 1E~10" IH,':': \ ' IRTl'Tb 5o,\( 'RI '~l

HEilE I.Y FTlI R" Cf:R I' F. ~1I \ t. RH1 -'; E;o - ,() ~l FT \' ~l E 1l1(;lIE > I H: II I' . l F ~ of
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Sepu ln-he, without :\cw~a t c "whcrc I dwc}l". T o the 1'0IX of Smith­
ricl.l 'lU.Htl'r, thc I"K)ro( H olbo rn Cross•.11,,1 th,· !"lK'r without Smithfield
Bars. Rcsiduarv lq:a tl'l: and executrix, wife .\ ti"c, (hcr,cc" hrorhcr-in­
law Roga PCI;l bc rton. >'l'n-in-!J" R..lJ'h \ \ ' igl' lllU Il. kill>1l1.1n T h" m.l>
\l orsc and Rubert King (..Ioth\",rlcr). I C" tn . C"UTt "j 1" m" ' "l. vol. ! ~.

(0 . ;0; RHd, n l< . -r. ,if" p. .!Y1. 1
\\ ' 11 .1. uf .-\ r.rri. \\'11.1 ,IA~h of St. Scpn lch res w;1 houl :\c" g;\lc. [.",d oll.

,!atcd [ .\ug. 1(,34-, proved 2() j.m. I (d.f / ~ . To be buricd in St.
-"q'ukhm< church. T o Sllll Sidr.w), £1011. T o "on R oge r \ \'ill i;11l1, "nml­
bcvond rhc seas £[ 0 \'cul\' for 211 vcnrs, and if he die. to hi, wifc ,'n,1
,I.;llghter". T o d"ugl;ter Kat hcrinc '1l0W wi fe of [ohn Da" ie; clcrk , '11"n­
dons her fmnwr h ushmd R.llp h \\" ightIll.ln. '1';, gr.1n,llhi lJ .I.ltllcs, son
of ,on Sid rach. T o gran,khik1 Jlllle, " ' ig htm:m .md hi, sisters Dorc»
.m,1 Rebecca. T o g r;lndchild rt n 1':li/,ahdh "nd H este r D.lI' ics. ' I'" go,I"lIl
Robert \\ '(KJl1e:-. Executor and rcsiduar~' legatee SlJ<l Roben \\ ' ;lli.l llls
ICom. Court of London . ,,,I. 2i . fo. 12 ; IULI;IFI< . Of. ,-; ( ,, ]-'. 2'!21·

\\·' Il .r, of R.~I. P I I \\ ' 1< ; Il T~l ,\ '\ , citizen .ltld rncrchnnr I.,., lor of t hc !,;nish
of ~ l, \ l.rrv- Ic- How. Lon don . dated 27 D ec 1(,2X. FCOI-d 9 Fl'!' . 1('2~ / ,) .

T o he buried in St. ,\ l.1rv·le- Bow churd, h~·, iJc J"cc"scd wife- [udith.
T o lI'ife Kather ine and t hree ch ilclren. j.Ulll' S. DqrLl•.1n,1 K ~b,'r;- a. T o
cousin I,:;'t d li,,, \\-" ig hlmall and to cousin Ralph l'rior ancl , i;tcr L lt" n .
T " nwthcr \\' illiams .m.I brothers -"i,!r.wh. K"ger .md Robert \\ ' illi;l1l1 ' ,
T o hrothcr G c:orgc \\ ' i ~ h t m ,m . " Executrix lI' if~ K;nhL·rinc. t),-crscer!
hmt),cr Sydrach Willi.nus brother (; eorgt \\' ig htman. brorhcr K,,!,!e r
\\ ' illi;lIll> .1Jhl cousin "lh copbilu , Kile.\ 11'.c.e. 1,; Ri,lIc." ; R'<;1'11 K.
"I" rit ., 1'. 2921·

\\-"11.1. o( RO Il ~_ I<T l' E.\1 Jl~ I< n, .. genll~1l1"Jl of ~t . .-\lb.lllS. d.ucd 2:; \ 1.1\"
](, .!X. proved 3 .lui." 16 2X. Brot her-in- law John C;loI", r of Lincoln's I n ~
Esq.. brother Kalp h I'l'm hcr ton. gcnt., " 1l" W :'IJ.l\ UT of St. ,\ 110.,,,,."
F.lt her -in- law R<Jgcr C;loH'r of Be\H ot. m. Ber l , .• j.:Sl.j . T o wifc Susan.
Eldest son Roger now under 21 ycar'. ;\ 1." three children Roger, R" bn t.
.md Eliz.lbdh . '1'0 the p<l<,r of St . Pe te rs parish. of ~t ..\ lb;ms, of SIll'l1 lcl '..1Il" of -"t. \l.'rv- Ic-Ibll'. London, \ h· mother E1i o b~ t h I'cmhcrto;l
w idow. JnJ nn'"bwtha J" h n l' ember!(;n, an,1 hi, wife KJ tha inc. \ 1\:
l'ro ther R,tlph' I'cmhcrt(;n an'! Fra nces hi, lI'ife. \\1 ' hWlher-in- L,,~'
\ Ir, Robert \\'ool lcv and T ech hi, wife. \ 1<- musi,~ E llen " " K']]"' .
Robe rt son of Illy h~OIhcr \I r. Robert \\'oolk ,,:, T o my SlJll Roge r t1;e
ring he'lu~Jthcd to me bv Ill." Iarb cr , \ Ir, Kogcr I't111 I"' rton. \\ 'i re Sus.m
;md ~"'\ Roger executors. O ve rseers hrolher' J oh n Cil"l·cr. Robert l' cm­
]-,erlon an,1 R.l lph I'emhn toll, I I' .e .c . (,9 H;lrr ing lUn ; I<).'01....H'. 'oJ.
.fi , p. -I- Y';. !

.\,lmini,tration on the eslJte of Sv,lr.1Ch \ \' il1 i,nns, blch- o( SI. nt1l-e,
t b rt ~L. London ,!ccea,e,l.ll lh r" i;,k. m. York. g-r;lI11e<! io his prim-i!,al
crnlilor, J ohn \t.n ter un 29 .-\pril 164 i I P.e .c . . \ ,lm" n" ,\ Cl IH . 1/,.f i,
fo. -1-1> ; I< H ;hl ~.~ . l' o l. -I- ,l, 1'. 2'HJ.

Bon d b.'· .-\Ii"e W illiams of Lo ndon for payment of legacies to Roger
and Robert W illia1\1 , (minors), sons of .lame! W illiam, [(, :'I J.uch [6 ! 2/ 3
I O rphan' s Recog nizances 1; 90-1 bJ3].
[d. ~.lGl"TJo:R, vols. .f3, I'p. 29 1-29-1-; .f i , p. .f 9 ~ . and 9i, Fp, t i ,l - i -l- ] .

I'.\R ISII REGISTFR~

ST. .-\ I.Il.\"S 1'.\1'11'<11 , Sf, .-\LII_''.;'.

B,.pt imrr
RanJ all Pemberton, 19 March 15591bO.

Ellen Pemberton, 22 :\(W. I 'i6 I .
J oh n Pemberton son of Robert . :20 june 156 3.
Alice ['em h~ rton . daughter of Robert , III Feb. I ~(' .f /5,

E1 i ~, a he l h ..... l oore daughter of Ra tlc, I I! M arch 156.f/ 5.
\ta r~' Pember ton daughter of Robcrt, I Feb. I 566/i .
Sarah Pem berton drughter of Robert , 26 Sept. I'iMI,
John I' emhcrton son of Roger. 15 Dec. I 5113 .
Robert Woolley ron of Robert . i M nrch 1'i 90/1.

.U.m ·i"g<' s
Roger Stokes and Emme .\rnold. 9 Juoe 15i X.
Robert Rawlinson and .\Lu ,l" Pem berton. 19 Sept . 151!6 .

B" rj,,!J
Robert Pcm crton, 15 Dec, I ~hO .

loan Pcmenon , 8 I;m. I 56n/ 1.
R andall l' emcrton : (, .lui.'" 156 I .
Roger Stokes, + July 15ill.
Robert Pcmcrron, 16 l ul\' [ 5 ill.
J ohn Pc m crton. 19 .I ~l." '1 ; 7>1 .
Robert Stoke" S .-\ug. I 57!!.
Flor ence Pc m crton, 6 A ug , l 'iill ,
Ellen Pcrncrtou, i Aug , l 'ii ll.
- - - I'em erlon . 1(, .\ug . 1578 .

::;1'. P ETERS P,\ ~ t SH, ST . ALIl \S ' .

BJtt iJ,m
E liz., hcth Pemberton daughter of Roger, 27 D ec, 158 5.
Robert Pem be rton son of xt r. Roge r, 23 Dec, 1'i86.
Elizabet h Pemberton .laughter of .\I r. Roger , 2(, :'Itar 1590 .
T ecla Pemberton daughter of :'IIr, Roger, 27 Sert. I ~92.
E llen W oolley d;mghtcr of 1\l r. Robert , l'i O ct. 1611 ,
Roger \\toolle:,' son of :'Ilr, Robert , 12 Xm', 161 2.
Rohert Woolley son of \ Ir. Robert, 2 Aug, 16 15.
E li:-:abeth \\'~lI cr d,mghler of \t r. Robert, I ; June 1(>18.
E lil.1hcth Pemberton daughle r of R .l f~ alld l" r.lnces• .10 ;';0 1' .

1618 ,



,1/'," ;,1;':<'1 .

'I t . Rogcr Williams In,1 \I T!. FULll"'" Jun"" -I- .\ug. 1 6~O .

j;"riJII.

\ \-ifcot "i.lrach William_genll<'111JIl. 10 [ulv 16.17.
1''' ,,1>0 '' :"I ! ' IIItI IC .r I. lc r " f ; [Cot .. CH·b ll.lt l.

~i,lr.ll"h WilJi..m, of Sr, G .1bt i..,] , Fe n,'hlln h St.. merchant larlor and
\nat' I' lIm..", wi,Jow ,,( Fr ~ tl<" i , Pinna gm':n of ~t. :\J icha..,] ', Q uem e.
I.on,lon al ~t . \I ich.I"';'" I I) Ck t. 11,21 .

R"g-" r l'c'mr..,:n oll uf ~t. .\ lb,111> .11"! l:Ii ~ ,l b (' l h " "ore 'J'in'kr "f the
';lllle ,II ~ ls , .\nlle ,11,,1. \gllei C lturl" h, I.on,lon l>. , I.... I ; ~ ').

[d . ItECl< II R. ,·O!. ,Lt , rl" 29,,, 2'J' I, '

\111.1. \ ' II . L \ C;E

B.'i .\Iberic ..\ . _\rChJlllf,auh

B- "''1, R.U<e Humph,;..., In<. T",onl"; The R,,, •..,,, J'T.... , 1~~J. I'p. 191, Price
$1.;0.

Since knowledge, I('nt;m ..m. an" entertainment are three rcquisi[6 [0
be gained from fuding-. here's an nceedinglr readable book. h tdls of
factorv life in rura l r .n tcrn Connecticut ,tnJ :tdjoining Rhode Island.
bt:ginning Nd: in [he ';(l< ,,11<," the 'mall mills thai done.I the river land ­
';Capes of those regiom \HrC JIrCJJ~' !Z"il"ing wJ.~· to their Inger SUCCC$SQTS.

T here have been mmv h..,l< wri rtcn of local "mill life." both of earlv
and biter ,b~·s. but the' 111Ol,l of diem deal with such life in the hrg~r
tcxtilc c"ntero. " \ Ii ll \' ilb g,,: ' hower"r. is all that iu tide implies. in it>
1n<::ale, its incidc nts, and its ch.rracrcrs. 'Thcrcbj-, it supplies a great maor
th ings which have been br~ i ll g in <>llr historical recor d ings. T hen, tOO,
il is refresh ing ly rem inisccnt to those who are old enough to have live d
and worked in the factorv settlements of that era.

T he time is ooinci,leni wilh the French Canad ian migrat ion from the
farms and hamlets of the northern counl ry to the Xew E ngland mill cen ­
tcrs. T he story is built around the me mbers of one of these migr,uill?
famili"s ,m.! their e.rcrienc,·~ in adjmling the mselves 10 the strange con ­
ditions of J. strange land. The intimate recital of these e xperiences gives
a novel in>ighl into the lo~ah.'" to church anJ I.mguage, the indu-try.
thrih. and progrl'$Si\'e 'piril of a race thai has contributed malerialh' to
the achievement of ~ew Fnglm J 's prominence in the :'\ atio n. .

O f hi~lorical internt ;lITe the el·er.'"-,la~' events of the period. man." of
,,'hich to,la.'" seem like unr\"Jtonahl" hard,hips. But el'er:-'boJ~' in the little
hemmed-in communities experienced the sarne harJ'hipt an.I, to J !!"reat
deltree. ~ucce"full.'" endured them.

T he countr:-' or "company" store, the tenement homes, the JIl-rernJ­
ing mill bdl, the rural amusements, the primili,'e anJ limited mum of
tun ponation. rolitio, churches. schools. lawyers. the occasional new-.
paper. the kginnin.ll: and development of sncial anJ indu~trial chan!!"",­
allthese. with a charming lore w'r.1 written in . make up J I'i,-i,t picture
of J life that has for Ihc 1Il,);t put '-ani,hed fro m ULlr indu<lriJI '"'cne.

T he author's bn.ll:uJjo(e is in IhJt bmiliJr ch atty '1~'lc which maintain,
unbroken thc Ih r".d of tense hlllll.llI inlcrest. T he \JI" is now and thcn
spiced wilh J ,1;.- an J f'l,,'illalinjo( humor that c!CI't:rI.,' a,..-"nl' ,har'lCI"r;,
l"u;toms. an J conditiun'. K" ;l,lc r. uf Ih i, book will be surp rised to IC,HIl
.i u, t liow "t hc ulhcr ILl li" Ii, ",I, alld wur~ed , In ,1 tho ughl, right in the
. hadow nf .1 gre'll c'il,' 's luxury .llhl l"ultur" , allli 110 JOllg,'r ago thall is
,,' it h in Ihe IIll'mtJry of 1"1' of flllks nul\' living.

I'rm-i,k nn ' C H ' II ' .) \ \ ' , G I II I' I " I: II
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RII O j ll ' 1:-1..\ ~1> H r ~TOKY

I\ather;"c Woolley dJughtcr of \ Ir. Robert Jnd Tecla, 1; Jul~'

16 20.
France, !\nlknu" .lJuKkln of Rafc Jnd f rann >, 21 \ug. It..!u.

.11JrTi" ,( <'1

:\Ir. :'amud B..JfurJ JnJ \ Ir,. hanl'l; Pemberton. 2~ l Icc, I" ~ -I-,

H"ri.lIJ

\Jr,. .\!.Ir:-- l'cmbceton wife of :\Jr. R.'rhael E"'I., I \l ay 161 0 .
rThere is J JiscrepJnc~' between rhis JJr" m.1 Inc death ,bte
!!"i,'"n in her inquieirion I"r;t monem.]
Roger Pcr nbceum "UIl of :\Ir. [ohn. 2~ [ulv 11> 11.
Rogu \ \ 'oollc\, SOli of .\Jr. R,;bl rt . <J J>~r . ' I(>1 ; .
.\ Ir. Rogu 1" :mb<CT ton ,-:""/., 211 .'(Jr. ](,27.
johu \\-'Jo l!e\' "on of .\ Ir. Rof,crt , 31 :\Llrl" h [(,2 i\,
.\ Ir . Robert ·I'"mhuton. 29 '- Ial' 16 2f; .
.\ I.mha l 'cm bcnon J ,lUg hlu of \I r. .I01111. 12 J ul,l 11> 2 11 ,
~l"an e wi.!,m ) of ,\ 1r. John ( : Robcrt ) Pemberton, 'J :\ 0>1' .

1<>.\ O.
Kalher ine 1''' 'l1 hcr tol\ \\ ifc uf .\ Ir. fohn, 2 Dec. I(d n.
Elinheth 1''' l11 b'' r!un dJughte r uf .\ i r. Joltn, 2 1 :'- !.Irch 1f, 2 ::.
:\ Ir. Ralph Pem berton , I I U ct. I {,·U .
.\ Ir. .John l'cmh"rton , ~ Jail. I (,·*-!- 'i.
[Thi' dOc" nor agr"e with the Jate of his deJU1 ginn III IIi, in -

'lui.itioll po>l mortem.]
:"I ll'. Lliz..b,:th 1\ mix rton widow, I ; J uly 16H.
.·\nne l'ernberton daLl.ll:hter of .\Ir. Ralph, 22 .\ Iarch 1654 .
.\nn. Pem berton ,bughter of .\ Ir. Robert, I J \la\' 1651'.
:"Ilr!. Frances Pembe rton "iJuw 2;, .\ Ia~' 16 ; 9."

1' 1 I"U l' \lt l ' lI , co. ~l__ R R£.\·.

,n



If" \1argard Bing h., m Slill"c1!

I ' ,,,, i d,, ,,, ~, Rh",I~ I'l.olld, Th....\knrn.m·~t;""LorJ I ' r ...., 1'1.j.l, l'r. 1 ~, IIILJ<!. 1'ri..
~ 1.2';.

T his is a gcm,"! little j-".",k,-a hit of re.11 I'rovidcncc hisrorv. \ I i,;;
Stillwell calls ir IIIiiI.. If",,,, !it StrU't Ir,n )"""",1,'. O f course, th'H should
han' been Benefit Street W I;l'n :\1 ", StilhH'11 \Vas Younf(" .

For, as cvcrvone knows, Benctir Street w." rcallv vcrv, \"CT\' 01.1 when
\I i,! Stillwell ;"as litt le-, and the far -off perioJ she' \\'r it~s aj-".'~t \\'.1! only
thc uther day . Ill' ing an old man with a Illelllorr for thing, of the long
past, I seem to remember the ear ly .I'C;lrs when T om .\ngell, Stnkcly
w csrcon , Paedou T ill ingha;,t, Roger \\ ' i l! i am ~ and till' rest of the earl.I'.
corners hegan tn wear .1 path across thei r horne lots halfwav llP til" hil1.

Soon , thcv C.1l1eJ it the Ba f ~ ,tfl'et and tamilv buria l g rouuds Jotted its
roursc. H;. the middle of the I TO!)' , it b~'ca11lc '., real street and \\'." given
the name Beneht . In places it made pret ty rough going. It tilted ,,]ong
the hi llside and it was hogg,I' in ,pots from hillside springs. B)' the t ime
the Revolu tion came and the townfolk built the great Ib r t ist 'Teeting
H ouse, Bencti t Street began to be bui lt on; t he simple center-chimney
homes with their nea t peJ imenkd ,!,,,,,wa.n, built by the citizens of 1711 0
to Ill Oll , ,till ,tan,l here and thae on \1 i,., Stil lwdl'. Heneh t Str eet of a
ccnturv bter.
Th~ n came a long per-iod of growing ,pkndor for old Benefit Street.

r. r;m J housc, and ch.lfming gardcns looked ,lOW>1 over the Cm'c an,1 the
Rive r , and .1 succession of ~'oung people kept gro wing I'I' tu Lur~' "n the
rrndiriuns of the old families.

And so \ I i,.,; StillweJr. Hcn efit Street Xor th . at the turn of our ccnt urv,
had a rich inheril.1tlce. \\' hen -1- :30 c.nne of .111 ., ftern ' " m, to ring for t~a
I\e" j u,t.1 nalur.llthing to ,I". T rimly starrheJ 1l1.1iJ, t ip toe ing rc'rcct­
fullv over deep tcd-plush carpeti ng were the expected thing. jones the
coachman . w ith hi" ,nun pair "f gray" waitcdar the curb. Li fe had it>
a' llenil ie!, social rank W H we-ll-ear ned an d proudly horne; dignity and
gentle manners helo nged to Hcuc tit Str eet Xonh.

T he picture of this epi,.,,!e which \I i" Stillwell gin', in he r little honk
i, genuine hi'lor.I·. II is LKIlI.ll, it has abundant "tmmphcre, it is a bit of
life itself . And it c.unc in time to dn<>nid\: an important ph.he of the
an n,,], of Provid ence. Evervbodv expn·t> to sec ch"ng~'s in rit .,- neighbor.
hoods ; but the br utal ,ud,knnes' wi t h wh ich motor cars .md trucks
hrought han ...· to quicr streets ;llh! st'altered friendly neighh"" amongst an
expanding PO"llbtiol1 ,-these modem impacts whether or not We .1ccept
them w it hout tC'.lH, make us kecn l.l· "pl'reri.Hil c' of the g rncious linle book
in whid l -' li s" St illlle1! lells the vivi.i sto rv of a pic'ce of lhe life of nur
citv that h"~TeneJ onl.,".1 few ,hon year> .,go hut no'" belongs to history.

Providence ( ;LOK'.E L. \ II"<EK

32 RIlOIH: 1 ~r. . \:\ D III ~TORY

Some c; ifts R ecen tly Received
P rom a mem ber who desires to remain anon vmo us

$1,00 0 Wa r Bond, Series C;, the interest of $25.(l() to he
used in payment of a sustaining membership.

From M iss L ucy T . Ald rich, UT li t' !JaniS/III /I'm of R/iJ!,t'I"
[Fi/lidlJ1J ," an hi-rcric painting" by Peter F. Rotht:rlllel, of
L uzern e County, Penn. Sec page 18.

F rom H en. Fred erick S. P eck, an add itional gi ft of a
group of eig ht y-six letters of M ajor General Na thanae l
Greene, largel y pe rt aining to his duti es as Quartermaster
General.

From Governor J. H oward l\ lcC;rat h, the firs t sh eer of
Amcricau-Ausn-ian sta mps presented to him by An toine
Gazda.

F rom the author, W ill iam Carroll H ill , T /II' F il lI/ i! y /if
Caplain 10/m .\fi/!.f ( ;\ Ii lfnrd , x, H ., 19-1-2 ); TIi ,' Fil iJl i /y
of Bray W i/kim ( Mil ford, x , H ., 19-1-.1 ).

F rom the compiler, H erbert A. \ \' ilcox, ni/n;,'! [[ ' i/(/).\"
(South Pasadena , Cal iforni a, 19';'3) .

P rom the compiler, Frank W . Halcomb, '1'h" IFill (,' / ' 111'­

a/og y ( Peabody, M ass., 19';'3 ) .
From the compiler Charles B. We lch, /) /'S(t' }/,/il ll fS oj

I ames If "eld l ( Tacoma, \\'ash., 19-1-3) .
F rom Alpha C hapter , Phi Beta Kappa, .1 Ct'lI1 Ul"y oj

Sdw/ars, William T. H astings, cd. ( Providence , 19-1- .1 J.
F rom the aut hor, Miss Margaret Hing ham Stillwell,

Whitt' B t'lle/ i l Street [[ ' tIS r Oling, ( Providence, 19-1-3).
From the author, M rs. Dororhv C. Walter, L O'::N J"tJ(1

'/1Id 81"1ll"/ i l Street , ( North M ontpelier, Verm ont, 19';'3').
F rom :\1. A. DeWolfe I lowe, R ecolleaion.r oj Dan iel

Rakele)' Up,hke , ( Husto n, 19';'3 ) .
From the auth or, l i nn. Al bcric A. A rcbamhnult The

S ' lIJJSOns , ( Huston, 19-1-1 ) ; ,\lil/ l' il/ilK" , (Toronto, [9-1- 3 ).
From th e " ":lyb nd ( ;\ las ~. ) Puhlic Lil-r.n-y, Gl.l -rirn,

[V,rylllnd , ( Privarcly prin ted , 1926 ); 1'/1/' 1'''~i.'Jl "j II 'dY­
1<11/.1 i ll ,III ' ci...·i! II ·<l1" oj IS(il-IS(!" , ( \ \'ayland , 1871 ) .



Xcw M embe rs of the Rhode Island Il i... ror icnl~it:l )

.inc.. O<Inb... Ii . IH J

-

\I r> . Rid u rJ :' ..-\IJrich
\ !T. J. ' ch...n _-\kun.lcr
\l r. I.l'lIarnn C. ,\nth...ny
\IT. Frd n icl ,\ . Hallou• jr.
\I r, . n(Jrot h ~ I I. Ih rt...Jnl1l ("tJ

Cran' tun. R. I.
.\ I r. R lll' h D. Ber ry

Riverside, K. I.
\I i" \ Iil-Ire,l F. lI1 i..,

K..,huh.. rh, \ la s-, .

\I r • .I""""hHow cn
\l r, EJ ward :'. Brad en. Jr,

Rch"both. \h",.
\I n , II d ..,n D. BriJ gforJ

R i l'(~ Tl i Jc . R. I.
\I r. John 1'. Bro wn
\I r..\ h n lIurrt>U l:: hs

Lin k Cumpton. R. I.
\ Ir. anJ \I rs. Fred T , Campbe.·1!
\ I r" lIurtun Chance

I Iale dorJ . I'J .
\I i" ( ; rJce 1'. Chapin
\ In. WarJ H. C hase
\Ir. Leonard n. Colt
x j n, ( -;l'<>r g C W. Cooke
I' rnf. .\r1a'l K. CooliJ ge
.\ Ir . lI J rr~' K. Cr0S6
Vlrs. In ing If . DrabMc
.\ IT. lI " warJ F. Ea, two".j
\IT . F. .\ 1. Fa~'

\tr. (; . F1h"nrlh \oak . J r.
Ea, t f ' recnwich. 1< , I.

\!T . ~{h It (-;itfnrJ
Cu mton. 1<, I.

\l r•• K. H . I. GoJJHJ
\l r, Hcnj amin W . G rim
xt r. John H . H anover

Rumford , R. 1.
\ Ir, K OSi K. H ...r;,ol1

[allle·' town. K, I.
\ Ir, .\ le:\ . II . lli rst

Urausron, K. I.
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