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T il E llE\'E I.OP~I F. "T of Transcendentali~m in Rhode Island was
stimulated by maga zines such as the Dial and by person al contacts
with Illany of th e major leaders of Transcendcnralism-c-Ralpb \\'aldo
Emerson. Bronson Alcon , (;eorge and Sophia Riple y, j an«- .... Fre e
man Cla rke. and .\ larga ret Fuller. Emerson was a frequent vi....itnr
to l' rovidcn rc; he g-an ' a ....t-ries of lect ures in Rhode b land almo....t
t'\Try ycar ' and wa .... a Iavuritc ....pcakcr for such liberal event.... as the
dedication of the pro g-rcs.... iw G reene Stre et Schoo] in 1837, Emcr
~OJl ' "" rircle of acquaintanc es included virtually c\t"ry literary figure
in Provid rure. most of whom he met through Charles 1'\ew(omb.
He had onl y the h i gh e~t prai ....e for Newcomb, and in later year s 1'1'

mcmbcring him at Brook Farm, he described him as a youth of " the
subt lest mind ... the .... ubtl cst ob....crvcr and diviner of character I cvr-r
met. living. reading. writ in,g. and talkin g there .. hi.... mind fed an d
overfed by whatever is exalted in genius. " ~

T he Newcomb fam ily maintained a c- lose friend-hip with Bronso n
Alcott . who often r arnr- to visit Charle.... · ~ mother. Rhoda 1\ew nJlnh.
during the day .... when Alcott was struggling with Fruitlands. that
~trange im pract ical communit y which s eemed to justify the derision
of his contempora ries who rega rded Transo-ndcntuli ....m as little more
than a hUIllOTOU!< topi c of conversat ion . Alc-ot t alway .... had problem."
\\ hich he discussed at length with Rhoda Xcwcomb." the rom m unitv

-:-t r . C row{' rr crind hi, PhD. d...;rr·r fro m B lOw n t.: n i " rrs i( ~ in J unr , l~l'i:i.

1;';01irr' of Em rr<on ', knurn wn c "'UHlir primed in lh r Pw /.'idn' a Jounwl .
2Worb (C" ntcnary ,·d., Hust o n , IBB31, X , J (,2.

;'C1Ma S"MS, Jh onson A /ro ll 's Fruit lands ( flm lOn , 1'11.'» ,
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Photograph of oil pai"'inl':

LAIIOR P R O BL E M .• IS T il E R fl OIlf; L'I.ASIl COTTO" M IL L s

b~' Editha lIadcork

CAPE VERDE HOUl\D
t'ho'o~,"ph hI' J.....ph ~I . 1...lham

T w o fa m ilinr I,i,il"', f,om Iht Ca pe V a dt I. land. rid t Iht rover o f t his iJJut.
T haI's tht brigan tinl :-fAUAL ,' " bting tOll,t d in to Ihe r i~u al Ih t sta rt oj anot hu
lon g J ,O()O-m ilt haul acrou Iht A llan ti c to t ht islands al flu ttld of hu ~isil hU t ,
....'o utmbu 24 , / 953 . Sht ha j a 300 .ho n t p0U'U duul, bu t a I" e wa s nudtd 10
brtak ha out of t ht Prooid en re /(i t 'U "' ud Ihat )'ta r. Tht 1-I7·fool vnul w aj
b.. ill in /.Q27 01 L UHinpic coio, I tal )', for $.1/,00,000 as tht )'achl ILL Y R IA fo r
C"'ndi us C ."'u af I psu."rh , .~fa.u. S ht "", dt a rau nd·1ht .",orld a uiu in J928.29 ,
ur ~ td in t ht Coa.t G oard an li·su b patr ol in W orM W ar JJ ntld tntUtd t ht
1·,ovirh nu ·Capr j'udt I.adt in / 9·/7 .

S tiil rr lon,l;.id" t h, O ld Colon ial Lin t ll'ha rf rrl So ul h Wa ftr Strut iJ th t 61_
)"tar _old u hoo na E R S E S Tl " ,\ , ll'h ich sla.ltd lift in EIUX. Ma JJ., in 1894 as th,
EFFIE :-t, :--t O RRI S Sn" of Ca pt . 8 0b 8a' ll t l l . th t Artti c E xplo'u. S ht ",adt Ih irlr
In ps 10 t bt Art lic undo Ba rl l' lI bt fo.t h , d ied in I .Q46'. I n J947 . h" btr,ntd and
"' nA in Ih, EI/. I R ilJ a at N t U' J'ot A. ,, 'as 'aiud, and t nltud tht Capt V t rdt
s~ .viN oul "I. S t ll' Il, d ford Ilu ntx t. )'tar. S~" h", bu n ,calling hut re t; .. la r!r
" nCt /'148. l 'It,II"'1 ytr". I"htn 'I duul "as In.la llt d d .. rlflg hu l'isil, sht mad,
Iht ITlwwll""lic ,,, rl lind", ca'tva< alont .

A t iaJI rt p"'l Iht ~I .,".,(..\S is p"p,,,in,t: f,n an"t hu paJJagt to Pro /:idrnu
b ..t ll 'hrfJ i, not calain. l' . " bably the E.. "Esn".\ ll,iii 't lurn , 100 , allhou gh ,w '
info rmotion has bu n u a i" rtl hot )'n . Th t y J"Vt as a "'mindu " f a dQ)' u.'hrn
ma n}' a "clul "f t htu /)'pn put inlo Prondrn u from dislan l porls .

ItOBl'"T C. lItEllf.RIK SF. "
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wa ~ un li lt" hrink (If financ ial ru in (a perpetual difbruh v) : a nu-m 
her had been expelled for ~l'nt'tly e;ltin g fi-h in tln- dead of night . a
violation of o ne o f the prime rules o f tilt' communir v ~\ hi.-h provided
that on l~ Ire-h fruit a nd bread made from unboln-d flour ~hollid hI'
consu med by its mc mber- : or a farmer had used a plll\\ horse in r lear
violation o f the ru le which prohibited the lN' nf draft animals in
culrivat ing the !>,oil.

Gt·o rgt· Ripk~. O Il(' o f tlw ed i tor~ o f till' D ial a nd t he founder of
Brook Fa r-Ill, oITa~i(lnally r-auu- 10 Prm idelll"{'10 ~'I' :\ Iarg-arl't F uller
and 10 visit R hoda i\e\\Tolllh o r Sarah whitrnau. ' Ripley's wife,
So ph ia . wa:< a \Tr y r-luse friend o f Sarah Whilman a nd the tw o cou ld
talk for hou rs a bout the status of \\ on1('11 in modern socic rv. j\"1'W

Enzland Tran-cc nde m alism. o r Germa n lite ra ture a nd ph ikeophv .
It wasthe friendship between the Riple ~ 's a nd the Xew cornb famib
whic h led Cha rles Xewcornh to join the Brook Farm communitv .
where his ('f("('nlrit"it ies \\ ere In arouse a grea t dea l o f a tten tion. James
Freema n Clarke. a rlose friend of Ripley and o ne of the lea ders o f
the wesn-m Transcen dcntnlists, ca m e (n preac h several tim es to rn

thusiasric audi ences ill Provid ence."
or a ll th l' Transcendenta lists. perhaps none made as stronlo: all

im prc-sion nn Rhode Isla nd int ellectuals as :\lar~aret Fuller who
lin'd in Prm 'id ('llr e fmm J Ulle, 18Ji , to lkcclIlbcr. 183R. Sara h
" ·h itm,m a rcepted hlT \~ ithoul qU~lion a~ o n(' o f "Ihe bl()(1(1 rO\ a l
of intdkn : ' a nd r("co rded Iht · im pres,sion whi('h :\I i!ss Ful1{'r ' ~ a rr i~'a l
ma d(' un th(' J' rm 'iden ce lit ('ra li . wh o felt a s

~OIl\O' walch('r of llll' skie~ whnl a new pl;l!lct swiTll~ into h i, k l' ll .

SIll' Illoug-ht with her a lIood of light Oil a ll th t' III ' W and exci ting
topir' of tht' d ay, She ca nl<' "m'clopt'd in a ha lo of TraIN Tndl' ll_
lali , m - ;1 nehl/ lou_ d oud of ( ;t' rm an mystic i..m a nd idl'ali ..m .
O n a ll thest' tu pin :\laI)!3Tt't talked wit h insp ira tio n and enthu si_
a'm. ;l1wa)', <;(Mri n~ ahm l' Iwr <' uhjl"t:t. always baffling a nah ,i, and
tratNTnding I'xpt"nation. If !In intelll'ctual a rrOl':a nce ••()~lt' liflu ",
rep,..llo-d. her rapid in tu itinll ' a nd c11"t: t rir sympa thit"S ra rely fai ll'd
to dau ll' and a tt ran .1\

f!,
It wa~ H ira m Flllkr. a i'd IOOlma...tt'r and IXlokscller, wh o \\a~

·~..r rhr It'lt n s of ( :r or l!"" R ipl r y in Ih.. ~ t assarh u ~..II . I-lin nr ical Sod rh " nd
in th,· llo>to n Publ ic I. ihr a~·, .

"'Srr J.II""Sfr....m"n C I" rk... A u,obio!:' QP'.,. ( Ron o n, 18(1 1).313.
"Sa rah Whitma n,l... n rr pu hli , h,·d in Ih.. Prot,ido la Jo~, n ld . Marr h 27, 1868

rn r o m ihk for brin ging :\larg:a n 'l F u ller tn 1.'1ll\ 'id eIltT . .:\i' a p ro
c: n'~si \'{' cJ llLl to r he \\ ;l ~ wi-ll a rCJll ilintt'd With th e tlwo nt'i' of tlu
European th inke rs. Ik(;('ra ndo a nd 1'('~t ; l1ul1.i . ..... ~om the B~)!-t flll

"lranscen de m al ist ('dura lional t'x r)t'rimt' lIler~ prai-ed <;(1 lu ghl ~ .
Fuller who [ater lx-r anu- a :\"ew York editor and who manazed a
pro-~:\III]('m papt'r in London during the Ci\·il W a r , w;\:-.a c~ritll l~
pt"fso lla lity and a b lend o f bot h radicalism a nd. con~'f\ aU~~,' c\ l
t hough hI' held verv strona notions o f ~)('ia l propr ll'ty. he admlr('~ ~ I\('
errati c BrolNlIl Alcott , \\ h u m ad e no pretensions to n'~ I)('nahilIlY ,

His polit ica l ide as followed the lim's of Whig ronsr-rvatisru. yet h is
prourcssivc the ori es made h im o ne o f the most Iil!l'ral ed uc ators of his
;ll!:t'. ~ H e W ilS a grea t admire r o f ' I'ransccndcntnlism. and rl'~d T r a~l s
I r-ndcnra li-t writ ing!' tn his cla~<;(~. a n unorthodox. p ract lCc w hich
at t racted attenti on' a nd rritj r- isrn . " ·h('n the t ime came to ~'I('('t a
speaker for t he dedicat ion o f th e Greene St rCt.'1 Sch ool . Fuller ~'(l1ll
mitr ed his g"f{'a t~1 hcrcsv by invit ing Bronson .\ !<-oll , :\k nlt declined.
h ll\\ C\T r, a nd Fuller ask<'t1 Emerson . who promptly accepted .

,,' ith a bnr-kqrou nd of unorthodox educa tiollal rdorm s at earlier
Sf hoo b Fuller 1;lid l'!aho rat" plans for the fu rther de\T lop liw llt of his
exper ime nts at the (;nTlw Street Sfhoo l. It wa:< only nat ur al t hat .h(·
shnuld ( hoo"l.' a:< h is a~si ~tanl :\I arga ret Fuller. who had worked with
Bro nson .\lcolt in t he famom TempiI'" SChlMl1. Fu ller o fT nl'"d :\ Iar
garet a sa lary o f o ne t housand doll.u'!' a ~ ea r for le~\{-~ ing t h(' cider
t,: irli' in the ..( hool fOllr hn ur s a d ilY. T orn tx-t\\ el'n a dt~IfC to pw('('('d
;l:- ra pid ly ili' pns.sihle \\i th her lramla tion .of t:cken:nan..... C On/ 'n JI/
t im!s w i l h (,'1/('/ hi' for (~enrgT R ip ley's S!1("(III / fllJ of I·OTt' /g ,1 SIandIIr d
l ,il fTlI l ll r (' a nd Ihl' o p po rt un ity of a rhin'in .g immediat( ' fina ncial in
del)f'nd en rt ' , :\ lart,: ;lH't Fll lkr c ho~(' the la tter ;Ind ac cep l('(1 the te alh-

ing JX*ition ,1l . '
T he d ('d il·;t1or\, addrr:-.s fo r tht· 11(' \ , ' !'C hiM II was C'1\t.'tl h\ l.m t'P.<I 11l

IJIl J lIn (' HI. IRJ7. H ira m F ulk r nlt"t Em('fi't Jll :J. t tilt' !-til lioll. t(M,k
him to hi~ I (ld~in g-s in Ihe C ity li nt el. a nd brou ght h im a l -l :00 ~).:\1.
III t il(' ReH'!'l'lld Frnkril k .\ , Fa rky\ ,,'e~llllin ~t(' r Co ngr(' ga llolMI
( :hlll"rh. \\ Ill '!'I' Iht , ITIT Il1/l ll i e~ WT IT til la ke pl;I( '(' , During EnwrSf l1l \

rs,'t" .\ nni,' R, Mal hlt-, " ~br Ol: a n' t Fullt-r a'" T .·:t"hn:' "l'h, (' ,itir , Xl.lll
, ( )c toh!'r 1(10,1). :I l l.

-S,'r ll:.rH} I.. ( i n ·,:n .' , .. · ~h., (;n :I'''(' ;-;tn·n Sch oo l: ' /, ll b l~r " l jo n . of ,h, Uhodr
I ./and Hi. "" iCQ/ SO(l ,I)". =" ,'" s.·nn \ I (Ja " uan , 18!'l \ • .lIt ..

".Il,mlm. of .H"'~Q.,I "' ~ lIn O"oli, I'd, J. t ' C b rlr, R. \\ . F.m.-r...n, and
\, ', II. Ch"nninl[ London, \8:)21.
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lec nm- :\ Iarga n't Fu ller wa" irritated hy t he: expressions {If incorn
pn-hcn-ion on the part of her nee, wac hing rolleazues, Frall{"(-s Aborn
an d Gt'on..-ianna X ia"" ;"l a rgan' l' ~ reaction W,I" unfortunate. ~in( ('

"he Wib 10 be: a ..."OCia ln! profcse-ionullv with th e tw o women . ;"Iore.
o' l' r "ht' had taken rooms at Fr am t'S .-\ hom\ hou se and had iln ang-('d
III -hare a pa rlor with Oeor eianna :\ ia" and her child ren,

L ner her first im pressions 01 Providence were subs ta ntia ted when
she read a lctt r- r whic-h appealed in t he: I' roi-idence [ ournul de-nounc
ing EIll"I~ ) Il \ k r ture . The anonvtuous writer was not r-nrirelv UIl

."ym palht't ic with Emerson , hut 'n Jl llpla inet! of bcinc lo~t in the
","I" Tn folds IIf rbric e-wn-at hcd 1Il \ ."t i r i ~m ," and desc rilx-d the knurl'
a." all un fortunate speci me-n of "(;tTllla no.Sa rt of- R('sa rt u~- i ~Ill ," a nd
proudl y (k rl a red th at Providence had not "acquin-d a tnsn for such
H'l'iJia,L:t·... l n

FOrlu n atd ~ ;"largaf l't had linh- tirm- at first to think of th t'1'o( ' thin,!.,"S
and spent he-r first mont h" ab"ofhed romplctel v in her tcarhing re
"!)(jfl"ihilitie". She found the G nT tIt· Stn,,'t Sl·hool a pleasant place
to 1I',tt h. "lhe schoo l was a whit(, huildin g with six columns and a
sim ple- rornu-c front ing it, su rround r-d hy tree- which wert- protec ted
hv fr ("!ohly pai nted iron railin gs. Inside the schoo l wa.... it cloa kroom
with 1Il' ;lI row, of peas O il eit her "idc' of the roolll for thl' hm s' hat s
and tile' ,l.."i rl,-· t)(lIlnel". T O\\ a nJ the T!'a f of the bui ldin ~ Ih('f~ wa" a
1;l r,l;.'e a".'..('mhl ~ room and two n'c ila liun rnom .". The a'i.'<mhh (t)(Jm
" a" pa inted" hite " ith pink I)(,rde~ and deco ra ted with pOrl ~a i l ~ of
H iram Fuller, the poe l I'en-i\·a l. an d others, There wa" a rai~'(l pIal .
form for Ihe leach er ' ." dl'lok, fiHTd tn ' !'\mmetri cal ro"s of bl.u 'k and
hrCl\\1l d(...h and chai rs. .\ Ia f~C I-; r('~( h d or k a nd a Ihie'k ora n .~ ('
r,u pt't ('ompleled the flllll i"hillC:.",II

;"larc:arc·1 FlIlkr W:l." to tl',ll'h t'olllposition, c!tJ('ut ioll, hi."ton .
Lat in , na tural ph i lo~ph y, and ('Ih in . She w h-ed her disc iplinal: ~

pn Jhlr llls a\ Ill(' llub('\ hy pUlling- to ~h ame a boy who had hralt'nh
pl.aced a !'ad of marbles on his dnk as if II(' ha d intCl1d c'd ~o pia ;'
With th em , lI er pupils \\t'l'I' ma d,' to t1 l1 tkr~tand tha t tlH'v lIIu"t
learn 1< 1 th ink a~ well as "tudy , i1 nd talk as wt'll as rn ,itt', 'hw ap
plOadl wh i('h Hiram FuJ1IT and ,\ [a rL:aret Fulkr atl elllptni was all
llllll"ua l ol1e for the ir t illle, T hl' Y wi"ht'd to de pa rt fro rn th t' "tat ic

1""OI",nin'!' of lh,' c, n...n.. Sen"'1 Sd lOOI," PT(>t'i d~ na Jaurn"l. JUll" 17, 18:17.
.11 ~Ia t!t ar"l f ulk r tu ,\ rt hu r I'ulk r, Ilrintr d in Pub/iratio nl ()Ith~ Uh()d~ 1. land

11" 10110 ,1 Son~ t) , X,·w Sni... \ '1 (j ,III " " I\ , 18' /'11, :171.2.

approac h or thr- period. w hbh -rrcced p.l...cive memoriza tio n an d
rec jtn tiun , and to e-mphasizr- ,] r rr-a tivc .l pprOa\ h til le'arn in e: by st ress
ing the nen'lo.-it~ uf -..:,h ine: probkms. l~ ..\ great deal of em phasis \\ a",
placed on the journa l" wh ich all studen ts n ne requ ired In keep. and
;"la r,l;.'a ret imisted UpOll the ncccssitv of thin king onr's problem s
through \() a .".:l t i~Llllor~ -olution. te lliru; her students that "journal."
wit hout Iho tlt:'ht." a rc a" bones withou t fh-sh." \\' ht'n the' journ al
projec t came tn an end , it stud ent . Ann Francie Bro\\ II, \\ loll' wit h
....ad humor, " I am ,l;.'lad to close this bon ~ journ al." ' "

O n the ~'('()IJd da y of "d lOOI .-\ nn Fra ncis Uro\\ n declared in her
;.( hoo l journa l that ;"Iarg<l ft't was " an excellent u-arlu-r," It bu t la ter
wrote in her journal [whirh .\ lar.garct was til rcud] th at ;..tr, Fulh-r
was st ill her fnvorin- iusu'uc lo r. ;"!a r.e:an't told th l' stu de nts (;n,(·k
myth", tr ied to talk them out of a n ant ipa thy to caterpillars and
worm", and ca u~I'd them to marvel i ll " the proun:..., jn ' scale of he
ings," which ra il from 1111' sma llest animals to Cod according to
Smdlie's X rltuml l'h ilmophr . Ann Brown Ielt that Smcllie had rom
mined a gra\"e inj usuce in lint plac- ing the dOl:: and the elepha nt next
to man in the scale of (win g, The cla ...~ read word swort h. B~ ron ,
Cokridge, and wrH' Il('( 'asio na lly giwlI brief alirnp-cs iruo \,em la n
liln alurt·. .'\he t'nn 'uragt'd thl'm to rea t! ,\ nwrir a ll \\fiter s on their
0\\ n inilial i\ e and read in I b lo." thl' pot'tr y of Enlt' r-":lII and Elilahc'lh
Peabody, ,\ ~u;.t.li lU'd drort \\ alo made to "hitfpt' n their ]XJ\\ ers of
oh ......n ·ation .and .lfOU...... thc' ir t' uriosit~,- tht'y \ \('1'(' in"tructcd to " lei
noth ing p.l"''' in le ,Hlin\! or l'f11l \(,fsa lioll Ihat ~(Ju do IWI und('rstand
with out tr ying 10 find it UlII,"

" 'h('1\ Ihe lilll<' ('illTlC' for ;"Iargan ·t to lea\T !' f(wide:nu ' in Deft 'm·
her . 1838. she partt'd ~ad l ~ with her pupik She was e~!x't" ially fon d
nf thl' English POI'Ir ~ dalo._, and .'\ nn Brown f< Tllfeled that "~h (· ta l ke'd

to us so alfert innald y and fedin/.: ly thai frw ('(l!lld f('!'tra in their
tl'ar". " ' ·-' Shl' madl' iI \('r~ ('lllOtio na l spC'I'I'h in whir h !'he told ht'r
._tlldl'nt." t hat ~ hl' wa." fl O \\' alonc in the world with poor health an d
no prolt Ttors ;lIld waflH'd thelll aJ;ai nst placing ah"olu te depe nden(l'
on <l nythin,C: in till' worl d , She begged pa rd on for an y deficien cies
tha t ."he mi~l J! have n '\l'alt'd , and ki<.,"Cd ca( h st l1 d('nt g-olld bye ,

t~"Th(' (; ..'rnr Str..n S,.hoo l," Jjpo!.- .\' o t ~j . X lS"1l1,'m!}('r 2:1, 18'lJ ) , 2 17.21 8,
HI.

' ''Srl'' Ann Franci. Hro.. n, ~( SS " Journ" I," \'oL IV, John (Lty Lihr" ry.
Hfbid., 11.
"' Ibid.
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~J.

Dur ing: her :-1.1Y in Providence \ la rgarct Fu ller did 1I0 t confine
herself to her !t'ilchin.1{ activit ies. Ear-h d~l\ she made cntrit"li ill a little
album she kep i titkd "Notes on CO(· t tJ(~ · ; an d continued her r-xtcn
~i \'(' reading. As time wore on she be-came [1':->1' of a r('rlmc and began
to move abo ut in Providence ~()rit' t y . Olin ' when a Fre nch fr i.gatt'
an chored in Na rra ,l.:'ilmctt Ba y. she \\ ('111 aboard and " iI.' c ll l n t a ilH'd

h y the comma nder. whom she found charmi ng. Fn'lilq.: the romantic
appeal of a naval officer's life. she inwnrdlv stormed that this r-a rrr-r,
like ~ man y others. was denied 10 wOlllcn 'lx-cauX' of thei r :"C.'X. Xot
l on~ afte rward an English Q uaker. J ohn J oseph G urney. who wa."
reputed 10 be a zreat and di ~t in <g-lIh.h("d ma n. came to Providence to
lecture. )..Ia rg"a r("t was q uite disappointed in him. for he was no t
o nly bigoted hu t eve n gloried in hi!' hi~otr-y. T he slin~ of C urnev's
ler-turc w as removed a few nig hts later when R icha rd Hcnrv Da na
be gan hi!' readings fru m the Engfish dram atists in Prm· idc·nr~. O ne
evening, to the horro r o f lI i ran~ Fuller . ).. [a rga rct auended a " 'h ig
cauc us a nd heard a speech by " thc' o ld bald c~glc ." Tristam Burgess.
a Whig congrc~$ll1 al1 a nd Rhode bland po litica l pOWer. She fo und
him a magnificent loo king m a ll fo r h is profession an d a powe-rful
o rator. )..ra rgart·t amused hen.df h y dra wing detailed po rt ra it!' of
Bur ges.", and ot her R hode Island notables. She co u ld ad m ire Bur.
l!:c'....~ and W h ip plc. hut di d no t find them svmparheti r- spirits. This
craving fo r a kindred sou l was sati...ficd hy a Ba pt ist min ister, a )" Ir_
W illia m Hag ue. Ior whom )..I a rga rr-t had a gTl'at res pect . S he de.
scribed h im as [ollows in her journal:

He- has a vcry actin' inlent·d. "-lgacitv and ("].'\'atc·d ,c'ntimc'nt : and
f('t·lin.g ~~rongly' thai God i~ low, can ~C'\("f preach without t'amt""t
nr-ss. Ih~ I~l\n'r COI.IlC"S fi ~,t fWIIl his ~ Iowi ng- vitality of t('IIIIM"rd
me nt . \\ tulc" ' llC'" kmg, hiS eW'ry IIIU"c!c· i, in 'Klioll. a nd all his
,lCtioll is towards 1lI11' olljefl. T here' i_ p<'rf('rt Qbm/t{nll . He is
pc'rml'a t('d, o\T rllC,rrw, hy his thought. ... l Ie is fuJI o f intl"ltrctua1
lif(' : his mind ha_ Ilot Il1 TIl fl'tt .·I'C't! hy c!og"rnas. an d thl' wo r,llip of
Iwau ty find s a pla n ' th l'r('. I ,1m llllKh inttTl'stn l ill lhi_ tru lv a ni-
matl'd ol'i ng . tl l '

S he later dis<oHn'd a not h('r kindn'd :-pirit in Ill(' Illlll istn. from
w hom she look co m m union for the 6rH lim e, ex p lai n itl.l.:' :

I had often wi,hc'd to do so. but h"d llot l'ltTIl a lll" III find ~I dlT~~

1I1s.-C- J. F. Clar~ .., R . W . F.mc- uon, an d W, II . Ch"nn;nOl . op. I'll .• I. 2U-2-H .

lI1.1n. Irruu whrun I could he' willing to rec e-ive it"-willing to
admit nn- 011 my 0\' 11 n-rm -. ~Ir. II [Ed wa rd Hall] did 0;0: and I
-hall ,·\t"r ""' I)("c 't and value him. if only fo r the lihe'ralil y h. ' die
pbYl'd nn th is OlT 'I ,ioll . 1;:

).. Ia rga n 'l F IIlII' r fo und conversa tiona l acq uain tances in Provi
deuce by the ., m n ' : Wi llia m C han' was always willing- to d iscuss
uni versa l refonn , and Sara h Pra tt . wh o had just la-en clccu-d .sen e·
tar y of t he" Provid ence Ladies Ami-xlavcrv Sc)(-il'l y. was c'a ger to
discuss abolit ion . As t im e wort' 011 )"Iarga rn acq uired m any friends
a mon g t he Provid ence liter at i. \\ hom she had tak en h y storm .
Eme rson said of her reception in Provid en ce :

III Pn l\"idt'Il' I' , she had won " as hv conquest. such a homage of
auachuu-nt . from , '!>lIng and old , that hn arrival tlu-n-. nne dav,
on her return [ roma ,isit from Bristol , was a kind of tl\";lti(ln .l~ .

Lnfonunan-lv the fer-line wa.s no t co mpletely reciproca l, and M a r
garc"t Irequentb complained to Em e-rson and \\". H . Cha nning about
the in rellertual lifc in Providen ce. S he fou nd Albert G . (l reene a nd
Charles T . 8r(J(}k ~ men of not,", a nd Sa ra h Wh itm a n, ..\ n n Lynch,
..Yrm Power , a mi Rho da X ewcumb women wo rt h c01J\' l" r~inl.!: wi t h :
hnwe-vt-r, she reunplnincd of Iwin ~ surroun ded by women such as
Fra nces Aborn and Cccrgianua ;,\,i a ~ . whom she thou jrht litt le more'
tha n ha lf educated . 0 11("(' . after list(,lling to a grou p of these wo men
disc-uss "Skilk-r" at length in a n un informed ma nner. )"fa r.ga ret
sna pped in exasperation : " It is Schiller, Schi ller! Do n 't !'<ly

Skillc r! " I ~ O n more t han one occasion she lu,t all pa t ien ce wit h
(;cor.0ann,l :'\ia~. 0 11("(' exclaiminz in arid tones. " \\'h~' M rs. Xias.
you would han' been worth educating." Z'J

)"!<l q:::a rc"t IlC Jth enjoyed and JetC"-"t('d I' rm 'id cn r e and dis played an
equall~ paradoxica l a tt it ude tu'\a rd t he ci ly 's notahl~. W hile in
Prcw id cnce :-1\1' " rote" o hC'n uf hn disl ike of t he lo wn, hUI aflt.... lea,'·
in_I.; it , hc' r("llli n i~tn i nO~l al.l.;i fa l1 ~ 011 hn life I h ('f " . ~ 1

I' [bid., I, 262 .2fi:l.
t~ lbid" I. 272 .
1t'Quol~d ill J lt-u r)' L. ( ;" -..,,,.', "'J lo r f :r ...·"'· SIT~'· I S,'h'K,I ,'· }' ubl iC<l rionJ of

t h, [(hode 1. 1,,,, <1 Jl iJlo, icnl S ocir l,-, :-;,."', Sni... \ ' 1 lj ,tIluaq , 16~ 1~l) , 211 .
c~ 'Quo ,..d hy .\ ml<' R, "l ar h lt- in " " lar Ol; a ..·' I'"ulk r al:l T r:uhn," Th, Critic ,

XI.I II (O ttoh.... l'IIl :!), 3..2.
~l:\Ia",:a r<" Full... 10 Sarah Whiu lla n, J;lnua~' 2;, 18..0. Th.. R hod r " b nd

lI i. torical SOt';" , .
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Providence. as ~lar s.:-;IlT t Fulle r sa w it ill HUH. was do-plv stirred

by thr- new intcllrrt ua l cur n-nts. a~ was the res t of .'\ ew Encland .
The Rh tlde Islanders wer e (J{T upit'd wit h a multitude tlf reform
movcnu-n tv: prol.":'u~,in" ed uca tion wa~ practiced at the ( ; U T Ilt'

Srrret Sr huu l: th e Frankl in S(J{· i(" I ~ :!~ and the R hod e b land Historica l
Soc ictv, hot h or which were fou nded before 18J O. had tak en »n .1

new vitalit v: Sh ake-p-are Hall wa~ eros-ted for lect ures and cum eru
in 18 :18 : and a number of Rhod e Island wr-iters were en.gits.:-t·d in
crea tive work. T he intellcrtua l scene was furt her stimulated hy \ i~it ~

from ~ lRU" {If the most notable thinkers and writer'S in America .
T here were two illte rltK'king aroups a t the hea rt of Providem e

in tellectual Iife : a n informa l ~r()u p which m et a t the hom e of ..\ nn
Lyruh and the Coliseum C luh which held reaul arlv scheduled meet
in~. U~ll ill1 y a t the hom e of ,\ Iht"rt ( ;nrt oTl Greene and whic h 0 ((1"1\

featured a -pea ker Irom out-ide R hod e Isla nd . Emerso n, ~I a r.gan' t

Fuller , J ulia Ward 11m\{'. HrunSt Jll Alcon . George Riplev. Ol iw r
Wl"Ildell Holme,. .'\ a thanid I). \\" ilI i ~. J ohn .'\ (',11. j cm es Fro- man
C la rke. F. H. Hcd ur-, Sa m uelO~glxxL and OIhfT distinguished writcr-,
visited these mcet inr..'!'o and gave lectures. Provid ence a uthors such il _'

Sarah Whitm,lll , Ann Lvnch , Rh od a Xrwrorub•.Ann Powe-r, Henrv
Gil~. Chark~ T . Bnxlk~, Fn'dnic-k Fark y. Fra nr i~ O~g:()od , and
Jub Durft"l' n '.l d pa pt"r~ to thl' rl ub" Thl' Col iseum Clu h wa~ wd l
known in hoth XI"\\ York <lnd Bm (on lite ra ry (·in lc:-, a nd thef(' r irnl
bted in bot h l' i t ie~ a ra ther lame joke about it which ttNlk the for l11
of <I so lel11 n a~<,(, rtio ll that ~llll l'() Ilt' had !'of'ell in the PTOi'idcnrc Jo""'a/
an annOUllrt 'nll'lIt f('ading-, "T he Col i~um meet~ a t ~I r~ " :\n o' s thi~

l'vl'll i n g:. " :I~ In ~pi lt, of its ahsurd name t hr- d ub prm·ided a ~e lt i llg:

for many l"n "lIin )..:s of hrill ialll t"un\'er~a t ion " T he a tmosphn t" wa ~

fre t" and thI" ;1rg: llllH' llt ~ \\ l'f!' uni nhibited . On one pa rtinlla r t' \ l'llill)..:
\\ hell t he 1l l<" Ill I ll' r~ had fa lll'll into a disnls-,ion a~ to jU~1 how thl'Y
had rOllle to ("a l! Ih ("lJI sd\'l'~ till' Cnli.' nlill Cl uh, Allwrt C , (; ITI"IlI'
ofTt"fnl a ~a rd () ll i t- n ;pLlIlat ion wh ich definnl the Coliseum a~ ";)
placl' when" Ollt' ( :hrislia n i~ ~ l" l up on and torn into p i (' cl'~ IIv wild
lll"a."l s"·' :I I

. :I:IS",' RolwlI T ,,)'10" , illt: 'n" tinll: anick, "1'l.r I'ro\" id,·nct' Franklin S""i"'l"; "
In Uho", / , lfUlff If1l1"' _I'" I X (. \ 1'1il. (k toJ-...r,1'150 I, i :I_A:l, I 1'1.12'1.

:laS... ,· ( ;, W, Curti ~, "·IIu- Editor", F:.uy ChaIr;" 1I"'P" 'l .\lonlhl)'" XX X VI II
(j'Hlllill)', lRI/I ) , \Ii .

:l l Clippi[l~ in th.· '".\Iltnt (;ollon (; Il -"'''' Snal'hooJ..;" John lIa,' L,l,r" ,,-, "I,,,
....· / 'HJl!;d"la /""'"'11" ( ),- t "b", 12 , IRiA ,

T here wa s one mem orable nu'eting a t which J ohn Xeal spoke on
the perfect man, the " phrcnoloeical' man " l'hn-nology was n"r~

po pula r in Providence. and :\I'al\ lectu re r-a u-cd a discll~"ion whi ch
la-n-d for -evera l hours ill -pi«- of th l' d ign"!"o,ioll~ or Sa ra h w hitman
a nd ~ ra r.garet Fuller. Sa ra h Whitman ~pokt"lJf Samuel La rn ed , who
had chanced to a die t of r- rnckcr-, after t" xi~ t im: on a pple- for a ~ear_

~lar!..' a ret Fuller described Hrnns on Alr nns mona-tic diet a-, a n out
ward indication of his spirit ua l and "celestial" nature. T he allusion
to rclcsria l qualitie- led to a d i."'C'll !"o, inn or animal muzneti...m, wh ich
brought the convcrsaton hac k to .'\1'<11\ topic, ph rcnoloav. Convcr
sation 0 11 suc h subject... as ..\ l1I a t in" ll<~" and Ad hesivenes s. Idea lity
a nd Vitaveness filled the a ir in spite nf the a ttempts of .-\Ibnt Greene
and H iram Fuller to tum the ronversation to other topics. Xcal
proposed to give <I phfl:nolo.g-iral readinc or ~ lar g:a u't Fuller and
be e-an with so man y elaborate preliminarie-s tha t Fuller an d Greene
exchanzcd clanccs of amusement. He pronou nced ~I an::aret Fuller's
charac te r "complex and contrndictorv," with " nobilit ies an d fra il
t ies." and asserted th at her fa rultic- \\l"U " a t odds. "Pa ren tive ncss"
c·ha llenon.l.' " Id ea lity" and " .\m..tivenes s" ."t rugc:ling with "Adhe
!'.i\·elll"~. He found ~I a r~<l re t a wom an of conrradicuons. with
man. wom an . scho lar. teach er . ch ild. mot her . and lover ~truc:gl i nc:

for dom inance. _\ Ia rg-.tret was to renu-mber thi s phren ological read 
illC: t he re~t of her life; whc'n h(' to udwd hn head ~h(' (("It a ."tr<lng:1'
po\\ cr-mt~nwri~ lll. <lni ma l llla .C:I U"t i ~lll , dt"mon()log~-~llC d id no t
know how to ident ify itY

T he Pro \·idence litt'rati ~ha red <I Illlml){"r of t ;l ~t C"~ with th t· Bo~to ll

Tral\ :«"endent ali ~t ~" They u'a d EnWl1>l: lll\ ;\"11/II T£ aloud. li~lened to
Ier t ure!'. on Coleridge, Ca rlyle, ~l;llbnU' d t' Sta t"1, Gemlan literat ur e
and phi loSt)phy. di~ru~<;('d phu "l\olo g-y' and anim al rna g-Il t't isrn. wrotc
poellls ror the II (j Tb i'I "~n ( t hl' lIt'W~ Olxan or the Transcendent a li ~t ~

who had he('n cOIl\Trted to Ut opian soria li~ lll ). and elH lllI~i a st iea lly
a lll' llded nlll(" ("f l ~ hy the j\() I'\\t"g:ian \'ill l i ni ~ t O k Hull, wh o had
ht'rome a fad am ong: lhe Tran~ren dt " ll l;d i ~l s . ~ "

Howen 'r. not allnll' llIlwr." of th e ( :, )Ii.'t'Ulll C luh \\ne adnl(" al t'~

of th e nt'w philo...o phy, I'a pcrs n n n l!l\T Ilt iona [ litlTa ry ~u hjl'rl~ , ~ lld l

:1:,5.... f . fl , Sanhtnn, ....\ COIKord l\ol,'llflflk: T h.. Womall of Conrord-~I.H .
'(arrt Full... and lin F r i, · n d ~. 11; ' Tl" C,irit, XXXX\" I I [ ( ~ta rr h , 190!i l ,
25l·25i.

:I"Rhoda ;\ omh\ k Urt<. on d"po,it in IIw Jnhn Ii ,,\" l.ihrary, arr tht' h.., t
SOU"... for th.. lln tinp of th.>Coli.rum CI"I,.
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as Rhoda :'\c\\ {'omh's {'~sa y on Samuel J oh nso n. were often read at
meetin gs..\I a rgaret Fuller read it twcnt v-Iour page paper on th e
progres..~ of socicrv in 183H. an d Alhrrt Wh ipp le ga \"c a lect ur e on
th e improvements and disrO\Tr ies of modern times, asking if there
was more good or (Ti l in th em ami if tbc v contrihuted to hum an
progrT1'.<'; in the long run. .

The most sign ificant personalit y am ong the non-Transcenden talist s
was Albert G . G reene. O n her first visit to Greene's home. ~ra rgar t't

was Hry much impre-ssed wit h the m unicipa l judg(' who not only
wrote poet ry. but also considered his literary life more important
than his legal career. He proud ly showed .\ Ia rgan· ( his library which
contained twr lllY thousand volumes. one of the largest private li
bra ries in Am erica. His colle ction was pa rt icularly rich in poctrv
and they fell into a conversation on poetry during which he rema rked .
"You ~'(' I am the only American poet wh o has nevcr-c-and will
neverc--puhlish a volume." 27 T h roughout his lifc Greene reta ined a
certa in reti cen ce regard ing- the publicat ion of his work. and onlv a
'"Cry few por ms were ever printed. As a student at Brown. he wro n
a humorous poem . " O ld Gr imes," which George \\' . Curtis. edit or of
H arper's .ll onthIr in all I H60 issue (If the magazine referred to as the
most popu lar poem ill :\merica . ~ ~ In urn Gr er lle founded the
literarv Journal , wh ich had a ra ther brief career. He also cont rib
uted to Til l' Rh ode Islalld Nook. published in tH4- J, and worked
perenniall y on a long porlTl which was 10 incorporate a ll the "Yankee
isms" he had collected . He frequently read excerpt s from it to the
Colise um Club an d other gro up".

Greene was an elus ive personality, and reports on h im a re often
con flict ing . Georgc \r . Curtis remembered him for his secluded
scholarly habits. "habitua l reserve." and " reticent ma nner ," bu t
Sa ra h Wh itma n rr-r-alh-d a different personality a nd was im pressed
with " the .c:r niality and hosp itality of his nature. the rnc-v humor, and
f ,'I "''', ( 'I I C' c: d " d'im r- r on ven rona power. -' . tar es •. ,0 n,1!; on vrvt Y recalled an
n 'r ning- 0 11 which :\1argan-t Fullr r led the con versation, while G rer-ne

listened to all her fine t1lt'oril's with a q Uil·t smile. SOIl1l't iIIII'S riddling
tlinll with sh<l rp arrows of satin', but always wekolning" l'\'t' l"]" po~i-

2:!~:~~;;."Tlu. Pn sonality of :\f<lr!{,n r t Fullrr," T r m plr Bar, C VI II iJ lInt'. IWin ),

~' S,'r ro. w . ClIrti." of> . cil., 16.
~nSar:lh \.... hitrnan to t lj(' l'rovidr"Ct' lou"",I. M arch 2i, 18l,8,

tin' an'e"ion of tho ught an d expnil'lllT.. :;"

O ne of th e most prom inent an ti-T ranscendentalists was \\"ill iam
J. Pabodie. \\ ho descri bed Bronson Alcot t's "Orphic Sayi ngs" as
"sophomoric." Pahodu- was a good frie nd of Edga r Allen P Ol' and
a member of the circle of Poe's ad mirers in Providence \\ hirh in
cluded Sa rah Whitm an ami Rh oda Xcwccmb.

Other members of the Col iseum Cl uh werc Hiram Fuller, Francis
Osgood , Albert W hipple. and Sarah j arohs, who was .\l arga rn
l-ullcr's surcr-sor at th e ( ;r e('J1C Strel't Schoo l. A frequent visitor to

th e d ub from out of town was GeorgT S. Bur leigh."' one of th r- most
notable reform writ ers of the period . Bur leigh \\ role pr}('llls. sho rt
stories, a nd novels on the evils of alcohol. slavery. gambling, and
wa r. ;t ~ H I' was a n early ad voc-ate of improve d treatment for m ental
disorders. an d his po pula r pucm "The ~I a n ia c" represent ed a pioneer
effort in t ilt' dr-ivefor more human e treatment of the insane . ..\ lthough
modern readers r-an respl'ct his efforts in the field of social rdorm,
it is difficult to take his absurdl y mor al istic writ ing -c riou-lv. A rem
pl'rancr novel hy Burleigh. ,\fl/SOU Hodges, is a re prese nta t ive ex 
am ple of a type of fict ion which was widcl v popular twcntv y(~a rs

lx-fnn- th e Civil \\ 'a r.;\;1 The hero. Xlason H od ges, was a reform ed
drunkard . who . aft er years of suoessfullv resi~tillg temptat ion.
fa in ted Irum overexer tion while helpin g to quench a fire at the
Deacon's hom e and was given a dram of alco hol as a rest orative.
He became de-pcratclv ill after th e fire and the doctor. secre tly in
lcneuc with Bell S\ri nglT. the- sa loon keeper. insistently prescri bed
wh iskey as th e on ly possible curt-. Hodgr s' wife, IHJ\\T\T r, foiled the
p lot by curing her husb and with dear. cold wa ter. and H odcrs r-on
ve-rted all the saloon habitues to the tempera ncr c-a use. T he PO\Trl y

str icken Swinger died of alcoholism under horrible circumstances.

§5.
Alt hou gh a large number of the Providen ce literati wcrr- not

Trnu-ccndcruali-rs. a sma ll grou p \\ hich included most of the talented
Rhode Island wri ters were militant suppo rte rs of the 1l10\Tment.

oW /bid.
'11 Th,. J ohn Iby Library ha, a w..alth of ( ;eOlI'; " ll ur k il';h ma tnial: k tt ...s,

jo" ..na ls, and thrn ' st"Taphook ,'olulllt ,•.
;1" Burlri.l{h wa, born in Pla infwld. Con""nin,t, and liv"d Ih"J'<' .11 a ,oung man,

but ht· h"d a numb.'r of R hode tsb nd ("onnrn ;om and ofnn vi,ited Provid O' Il<" ',
He m,lCri...d R Ulh Burg,." ,md ,,'nled in Litt k Co,uplon.

aa.U Ilw " Hod~(J ( Bo>lon, 1848 ).
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There we-re nom- ,\ h" a ttained th e stat ure of Emerson or Thoreau .
bUI a!' a grou p tfu-v nlll id boast ;1 number of i n lt' r('S.t in~ and ialenn-d
pc'TSllllali lil'!'. l'crhnp-, Ilw be-t-known member of the grou p wa~

Sarah Hek-n Wh illTl a ll, OIl(' of the 1l10~1 po pula r rx)('"IS of her day,
.\ nn Lvnch wa~ lilt' lInh Providence wri ter who rivaled her ill abi lil\ .
She wa~ a MhtM I!leat her who lived in Rhude Island for a few \t'a ;~

d ur inu the ht'i~h t of the Tran -ccn dcntalisr fervor. In later \t'a;~ silt'
\\a~ hu~tt":oo.s to a n intellcr tua l ~roup in ;\('w York . which has lx-r-n
called the fiN salon in Ann-rica and which included a uauling arrnv
of lircra rv. acaUt'mir. and po litica l minds." "

'\'onwn were a domi nant element in Provide nce intellect ual Iife-,
a nd thr- four mn~t import ant Rhode Island Tran scendem ali-t s wr-rr

Sarah Whitman, Ann Lynch . .\ nn Power , and Rhod a Xewcomh.
. \ 1111 Power, a sister of Sa rah " 'hilm a n, never married and ut"\'olt'd
her life to a quiet lih'rar~ t'Xi,stenn'. Rhod a Xe wcomh's lnerarv out
put was I(":oo.~ than Sa ra h \rhitman\ , bu t "he was th e moH " i~orou~

personalitv in th e ~rollp. She pos-ee-ed a ncnuine en th usiasm for
!i t('far~ an d imc llrct unl pu rsuits and a great ambition for he-r !'C1Il\

literur v r-an-cr . She sha red IIMm' tastes wit h Boston and COllt'o rd
"lraneccuck-ntn lists and read Ihc'-ir books diligemlv. Sh e rea d the
German writt' r.- . COt'(IlC'.. Schiller. and Ka nt, as ',\ ell as BronSl Jll
Alcon . Em ers on, :\l ar~arl'l Fuller , xamp-on Reed'" and other .\ mn i.
can ,\ Tile rs. ,-\lIhnugh ...·'(" ra l nati onal pub licali om accepted ht' r
liter ar y n)IJ l ri htltio ll~, Rhod a ;\t'wcOlnb'~ mm>t important fun d ion
wa~ 10 inform tIlt' in h ' IIi,~('nl.~ia in Rhode Island on !'llt"h wpit's a,~

(;c'ml;m ph iloso phy 'Ind litl' ra lu n'. En g1i~h Rom antic lilera (llTt'.. alld
Xt"w En~la nd Trall Sl, t· lltkn l a l i ,~ lll through her artirle!' in Iht'
Prvr 'id.' I1 O' j (//H I1 IlI .

For ~e<lrs Rhoda i'\I'wt'ornh thr(' a(elln! 10 O\Tr...hadO\\ fin Sl, >11
Charles, for \d\lllll silt' was Stl amhjtinll,~ , Xew comh was a com pkx
p,'r~()rlali( y . and an n ami lla t ioll of his life and ideas re\T als ('Xlrao l" '
d.inary ("f l\l t ra~ lit't i ollS, A( Oil(' linw WI' find him dellouncin~ (,j.a tho!i
Clsm as a palll(I'd j l'/ e l1d , and on an other occasion l'l'~isteri n .l:"' a
pas.~io llatt ' ;lIt ranilln toward it. On O llt ' wall of his room a t Brook
Fa rm dlt'n' Illlllg' portrait s of Sa int Lmola aIHI Saint Xa,'it'T and
helwn 'n Ihr ill. a pil'(un ' of Fann y 1 '; ;;..~I t' ~ , He was freqm'nth' heard

;,1.';"" .\t~ 1I/ " ;" u{ A"",. 1., 'lIch Ij <> ,, " ( :\, ,>w Yurk, 11l'J:i) ,

a:' I{".,J W,,-, a 1I",,,,u ],h'lr!rl ;u'i'I, " 'h" ll:"in,'d II", ;,J miral io ll uf Fu" '" ,,, , ·",,1
mh.... "l" r"""" ',,,1<oul ,,l i' I' fno hi, wr;l i" ll: ' u" Em;",,,,'] S" ..J,·"lMlr!l: , . ,

chanting C hurch Litany far into the n igh!. ;) '; Ah hou gh he was a fer
ven t adm irer of the in-ritution of ma rriage .. he cou ld never bring'
him-e-lf to a pra ctical pWpOSOl1. In luu-r ~ c' a r.- he was capable of
simuhaneouslv clashin g ofT both piou-, Vic torian plat itude!' on mar
ria ge a nd the virt ue, of all t" llw fI';.! Icrnininc chast ity a nd pa ge... of
;.(',\ual opinions thai many publishers would hc'sila te 10 print tod av.

Xewrom h published only lint' sho rt stor~ duri n!:" his liferime : how
eve r, ex("('rpts from his la ter journa l- were ediu-d hy j ud ith K , j ohn
son and p ublished by thr- Brow n Cni\C'rsi t~, I' re;;..~ in 1 ~-l9 , Lr ucrson
pronounced him a geniu s. hu t the journal on which Emerson ba-ed
his opinion was never published and did not even survive in manu
script . The remainin g journals a rc intC'tt'Sl ill ~ a nd freq uent ly bril
Ham. hu t th ey do not fulfill the ~rc';lI prorm-e wh ich Emerson found
in Xewcomb'!' ea rly writings.

Xc'\\ t'omb occasion ally aurndcd the Col i",'um Cluh mretinr..~ with
Charles T . Bf(X)ks~ : whose (;nn\;tn uanslarion-, were eaC:('fI~ read b~

Xewcomb and the othe-r ' Trunw eu dc nrale-ts. There were 1\\0 other
~ ou n g men who somet imes canu- to the club mcetin cs. G. \\' . Curris.
la ter a famous editor and e;;..s,l yij;l .. and ( :har!t'!'o T . Con~doll . who was
to become a famous jou m ali- r. ( :o ll~d l lll " a~ a young col1e~t' student
at the time, b ut :\l ar~aTt't Fuller and Rhod e bland Tran scendental
i,~m had so profound a ll dIet"! on him lh al lift, ~ c'a rs la in. Ion!:" afte r
he had di"mis.....c1 TramtTl\( kli tal i ~1lI 111' spokt, t 'ontl'lllplllou~l y of
"1111' ('hc'a p unckn-l<lndill !:" . · · ~ "

~6 .

' 1' l" anst"C' J1d l'n (a l i ~ 1ll n ' ;H IlI'd il;; a pn ill I IH I wilh 1111' publirati, ,n
of (he Rhodl' f$ltlll d nook. Alth ough onh a few flf tht' ",'[('(' Iiolls
("(luld be t'ha raClerized as "T ra nSl,TIlt!en t,dist:' tllt'~t' \ \t'f(' amoll~ tht'
he!'! in Ihe ant holog-y. C harlt 's T . Brooks t'olllrihu led a n es."a y 0[\
"T h(' Impll,,,~ ih i l i t y of .\tht' i ~IIl " \\h idl ;l(lop (nl tht: Tran~("el\dellla l·

i ~ l "iew of religion an d ar gu t'd Ihat !'t·ligion \\ as roolnl in hUlllan
na ture and Iha( rdigious ideas WCrt' innatt' in th t' htllll;J1l mind,
Henry C. \\ 'hitahT ( r a ll ~ Ia 1t'd a pfl('lll by the (;('I lI1an pnct T ic(,k

I' t' rha p~ tire 111 0;;1 \';t!uahlt' conlrilmtinn was an nsay hy Sarah
\\' hillllan in wh ich Sli l' look lip 11ll' phil (l ~ophi ral ("\u! geb of Trans·

: ,, : s ,'~ (~ , ' o r <: i a n n a Br" c,' Kirll)', r "" ... "I f :" pa in ,Ct" (lIu' lun, 11l78! ,
:1 , Sp,' Cha rln ..\. \\' "J t,,', .11r m o;. 01 {,'I/II' I.,., T . /J, ,,,,AI IJl.o>lon, 188 1 I,
:1-0 ,,(' of II" , k," docl ri,,,"s " f "["" " "" ""d"nl;,I;" " w ;" Ih,' c~"llal i"n of tIll'

inl " it;"p " n 'a"," " .1'1 Ih,' "']H'n ,, ' of 11\0' 11' ''' h 'rlri, ,01 "rmd" t>I,IllJ ing:'
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There will be a n exhibition this sum mer in the Sodt,ty\ head
quarte rs illu...tratin~ lih ' in t'igh tccnth cc m urv Rhode Isla nd. Ex
am ple.. of silver, needlework. dolls, a la...~. chi na. and \\l';lrilH:: appa rel
.. ill supplement our out...tandi ng collection of furn iture,

~Ir. and ~I r!'- . ~ l f11M hon rercntlv auendcd a th re-e-day conference
at CooPCP.'tO\\ n, :-:rw York, .. here they were privileeed to see at
first -hand th e recent excellent installations at Fenimore Hon-e the
headq uarters of the :\t'w York State Hist or ical S4:Ki('t~ ) and the
Fa rm ers Xl useum . D uring th e visi t thcv had all opportunity to di..
r uss proble ms of historica l !'oll(·i(·ty manaaemcnt wit h others active in
the field.

"lhe Soc iet ~ wa!'- ph-ased to cOOpt' ra lr' wi th The Prcse-rva t jon So
riet y of Xewport Count y hy lending items for the- WashinRlon
Rm-ham bcau Celebrat ion . Among- the a rt iclesloaned for the exhibi
tion at Ma rble H ouse from J une 15 to Scpu-mbcr 1:1 a re tilt'
Ca lendrier Franc ais, t he Cuicue Francoise, tilt' manu-cripr dia ry of
Lieute nant Robcmir-r. ;H\ otliccr under Ror-hamlx-au, and a manu
scr-ipt map sh()wi n~ tlu- posit ions of the Amcrit-au and Briti!'-h fo rces
and of De G ra s."t".. flt't·t in 1iiB .

By the will of the l.ne ~ Ir. Fra nk vl auran of Hopeda le. Pen n...yl
va nia, the Stx iety is to receive ce rtain histnricalma terial and S,S,OO(J
for th e upkeep of the grounds of J oh n Brown 1I01 N ' ,

rrndentalism. She thoucht that American int ellectu al lift' needed
nothinu co bad b as "a little mOT!' of the German co-mopoluani-m."
Sh e urged the overthrow (If John Lod.:r·s ph ilo..ophica l a uthor ity an d
maintained that true rdic:io ll and philo-ophv must !-X. based on an
acrq>\.IIHT of innate ideas and " fai th in tht" pm\t"r of t he individua l
III t1iSn J\'IT fOT himse lf truth: " SIU" thou ght tha t t hc writr-r ..hould be
driv en b~ the "desi re to (n'l' the mind from it!' -la verv In creed and
conv ention." She admired ~ l;l(tlnw tit" Stael . and refer red to Cn·
many as " a bright land of promise." 3"

A ..tron.,:, interest in Tran -cendcn ta ti..m prevailed in Rh od e Island
for almo..t a decade afte-r IR41. but aft er 1850 Sarah Whitman and
t he ot her Provid ence wrin-rs who r-rmtinucd to do r-reativc work
foun d other sources of inspir.uion and en thusiasm . From I H,')() to
I Bfi() m uch of the CTlergy whic h fOl'lllnly was ex pended (I ll lite-rature
and reform was absorbed bv t ill' an ti-slaver v ca use. I n Rh ode Isla nd
the nu.u ks on Lockcan ph ilosophy, the bailie for K antian ide-as, the
cn thuxiasm for G oet he a nd Schiller. an d the whole :;(}(" i.;ll and litr-rnrv
upheaval of "l'rn nsce ndemalism and " t he newnes s" which had
a rou-ed so milc h cm hu-ia-m ami ho..tility were all but fnrgflll l'n,

Tlu- first of a prop-sed ~rit'!'- of trip- to nearby plan 's of histor ical
«iemfica nce "a... a rranccd hy th e hus tt....~ rommiur-e of the Sncil 't y for
women me-mbers a nd the ir £::l lt"!'- t... On j une 14 a .~up of th irt y-righ t
went 1)\ hus to Concord. ~la~""1. r h u",-,tts , when' they had lundll'on at
H arlwd J Farm, whic h wa.. huilt in lIi:II;, and tht'n "isited th t' out
sta ndi nC" pl'ri od rooms of tht, COllt'on l .\ ntiqua rian StKit,ty, i\" an
nou nCt'd in the .\pril i!'."llt' o f UllOdr Island /-l iJtOf)' tht' !'-I.' tours <lft'

O p l' ll to a ll wOlTl en 1llt'lllhn!'- o f th t" So(·it'ly . It is hopt'd th a t tilt' SIlC'

tT!'." of this fir."! tr ip will n ·...ult ill furt her t·xpcditiolls of the ...anw kind
;01d that Ill'JI, ' 1111 '1111)('1'1' will lind it po!'.... ib le tu lakt· part.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

• • •
:WS;lr.,h Wh i lm~n ""nmOl ll Liln;otuu' in "1'1" tr h odt' / Jland llaak (I'ro\· i d ~ lU·" .

18·1 1) , ~U.~!I. For a ,k""'h of S"r.,h Whiu llan ', Iif.-....,. C"ro]ilw T it-knor ' ,
Po' s I h lol 1:\. Y., 191h l, S.· .. '1]'0 " Rnulln lion uf Sarah H. WI, ;t tn;m." .\IS.
in tl,,· Joltn I b y Lihrar ) .
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sta rt ed by me n with link or no manufac -t uring expe rie nce: som e
ow nt"r~ \\ ~rt" vouth.. of Iifn-cn or ..ixnx-n ~('an- of a g-t" . Sca nt heed wa s
uivcn the \\ a·rnin~.. of Almv. Bro \\n , and Sla ter tha t a co tto n m ill
could rem ain profitable only w lu-n m.maued b~ men who understood
.... iund prod uction policics,

The depn...."ion ~ ear:< alter IR1!l, 11I'.!~ 1. and 1837 were marked bv
('xrc..." capaci ty, t"mplo~ ment irrc~lIla r it y , and till: deteri orat ion of
working conditions. ~I any pla nts dtJ~'d temporarily: some that ha d
failed reo pened a t lower overhead co..ts. T o stabilize the ind ust ry
leadin g manufacturers set up price ...:h('dult~ in 1816 and 18 17, and
a cooperative marketing experiment in IS.Ui, Suc h cont rols were
dis rupted a!' new competitors entered the market, inven tories accu 
mulated and pri ce>' frll . C()~t reductions \ H 'H' impcrarive . wag-t~

were cu t: work load!' and hour ....-hcd ulcs " ere increased. Em ploy
ment became espccia llv in ....-curc in the interior of the "tate where
..mall mil ls were handic apped h~' inadequate wau-r !X)wer and old
eq uipment.

In the earlv mill" only IIIif' adult was needed a" overseer and
mechanic. The rrlati\Tly' ..impk- ca rd ing, roving, and ..pinning ma
r-hinerv could he operated hy ch ildren . oft en under twelve yea rs. of
agl'. women and ..killed malt' ope-rators wru' employed afte r the
mi ll" began to make cloth and usc heavier a nd more com plicat ed
mac hinery, h ut the majority (If the workc'n- continued to be children.
In the IS3(l's morr children under tw elve we re em ployed than
women : and twire as 1n.IIlY women. a.. men .

The mills' nec~d for workers wa .. quidd y nw t throu,gh the practi('(~

of hiring family ,group:>' ra th er than ind i\·idual.. ;md thro ugh adHr
ti,,<'m l'nl~ for laf.!:!;e familie:>', \\'hell tht' :>'u pply of loca l un ..killed lahor
wa~ deplc-ted, t he d('mand of til(' ,~rllwin,g ind m1fY wa s So.1. t i"fied by
immi g:rant famili n from ecollomi call y dt,pn· ...-.<.,d area!'. particularly
Ir ela nd ,

Althou g-h adequat e sllpp!ie!' of lIn~killed labor could ~)l' g-atheret!
into Illill I'omlll tllliti es ea ..ily, lahor did Ilot mm'(' readIly to other
area.S when tht" mills d o..eJ l;r impoN'tl wag-\' l'l'durtiom. T here we re
few nthtT job." OI\'a ilabk for thl ~ WOllU'll and f hi ld lTn sa\'e in dOlne~lic

ami a,griru ltural employment \\lWf(' wacy s \H'U~ luwer. Tht, fa("t~ry

worker!' Iarkn! the whnewithal to mon', ;tlld the y often wcre tlt'd
to mill l·omnIlHlitie.. hy unpaid ..tOrt· hill:>, and rent s, Families were

I.:\BOR I'ROIH .E~ IS IX
T HE RHODE ISL:\ :'\ J) CUTIU:\' ~III.LS- l i 90·1 ~1-t0

hy F.nITIH H.\ ococ,,·

..\ T A T IM E when Ihc' future for Rh ode Island cotton mill work er!'
appears J:!; loomy, it i.. heartenin g to look hack at th e industrv 's progn"s"
through the pil..t ISO ~t'a r~. Then a!' now mil ls Failed. and invest
ment e \H're rran..Ierrcd to area.. \, here th ere were low er wage", lomn-r
hou rs, and ft'wrr labor union deman d.. and ,l?;o\'ern me nt regulations.
Limit ed hy t rad itio n and ina deq uat e resources. many finn!' adopted
price-c ut t ing. co-t- reduc ing measures during depression. In pro:-
pcritv th,~y .... ltIght ..p-cul.u ive profits. not modern izat ion, Suc h
cvclical ptllil- it,!, inrrea-ed the in-ecuritv and the dercriorauon nf
working cond itions Res ourceful em ployers correct ed managerial
and mM kc,ting- itldlici c'lH'il'~, Though labor saving and distu rbing to
work habits. th eir modernization programs provided improved em 
plo vmcu r facilit ies a nd -..;· t patter ns for the profitable opera tion nf
the indusrrv.

Three period s. 17!IO· IRtO, 1840. 1900, and 1900·1 940, rrprc
semcd d istin ct !'ta~~ in th,' industry '!' g-rowth and read justm ent when
fai lure see-med immi nen t. Ea ch period was marked bv worker re
sisranr-e, un ion orga nization, a nd paH t"fIl!' of labcr-manacement
co nflic t and cooperation, Graduall y the state set up minimum stand
ard!' of employment and limi ted a reas of con flict. Fin all y federal
legi..lation supplemented state law ", an d the problem" of the ind ustrv
and it:" wo rker...aai ned nnrional significance.

Rhode 1..lam! cott on manufacturing has a lwa vs bee n a n i Jl(! u~tr ~

of imperfect compet ition . The rela tive r-ase with which "mall and
mcd ium·!'i/.el! mill s fOuld he ('!'tahli..hed inte ll!'ified the S('n"ith ' i t ~ to
.....'a....ona l and cyd ica l Ilunuation !'. Capital inn'l'tmenL" ant.! laho r
Mlpplic'!' \\('n' rl' latiH'ly immohilr in 1> pite of periodi c o\Trcapaci ty ,
1Ifl('mp!oynwnt . and the mi grati on of ellterpri1't" to a rea.. of l(}\\('r
wa,l~t's,

Pr ior to lX40 tlH'ft, wert' apparently few obstar1 t"~ to ('hC('k expan 
!'ion. ~li1 l ",itc'!' "Tft' plentiful : 1ll01>t of the ma chincry ('ould he opt 'r
atn! hy un."kil!ed lahor : r"w cott on price.. were low "fler W hilllC'Y'!'
in\'ention of the co tt on ~in . Loral merr hants, sh ipbuil ders, fanner ...
and mCT hanics readily inn~:"tt'd their ..a\·ings. ~ran y mills were

·Mh s Hadror k i~ I'm r,·a.or of Eco nomic. . D,·Pauw Univ...... ity. Th i! is an
a b,t ra , '( of hn dO{" !<) rill Ihr ~ i a a t Brow n l:ni\'rrai t! !ubmi lt r d in 1946.
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more dependent Oil mill village Iarilit ics than individual workers.
Skilled labor \\a" ....ca rre, althou gh more mobile than the uus kilb-d

and semi-skilled workers. \ !nh;lI;ir" were de-ired as thr- key nu-n In
ma ke and repair mac hincrv . Skilled nu-n "ere needed to (lpt'Tall'
specinltv loom". m ules , and t he new d~eing and finis-hing eqlliplll("f.n .
;\ t first ()\\ (WI'" dqx'llIkd tlpon 1111' [r-w English and Scou-h mt'l hanio
\~ ho before IR:!:, had evaded tfu- Hriti-h Ia\\ prohibiting their migra
tion . Later thcv trained narivr wor ker-, under informal apprentice
ship arrancemcnts. Skilled labor continued 10 be djffiruh to obtain
and hold. Skilled workt'r" ('a"il y found job- in other indu-rrie- or
area". \HTe promoted to executive po-itions. or founded their 0 \ \ II

enn-rpri-cs .
Probably the ;w ailahility and chr-apne-, of unskilled labor and the

scanitv a nd dearness nf skilled labor served to retard nn-chani zar ion
more ; han nnv other [actor. ~lanufartll rc l'." questioned \\ lu-the-r it
\\as not more' 't'ronomica l to 1I1'{' unskilled labor. old machines. ;t1111

tilt' "puninu-out" ,,~ ,,1 1' 1Il than to ado pt prOCTs.-.c.·... which required
...killed oper.uor» at higlwr "ages. Capital was limited or tied up in
marhinerv and n-a l c...tah·, and manufacturer" did not dare 10 C' ''·

pcnmcm ·" ith fl( 'W mac hinerv and product- durin g period- of un
{Trtaint\ . ~ Iore than IWOIhinb of the; mi ll... \\t're \\ ilholll Iht' IllM hinc'
pickn>. ~nd pclwC'r loom " that had IXTIl adopted the decade hdllfC
In lead ing Rhod e 1"land planl:;.

. Wh ell ~ hc' IO\, "ag:t~ m ill." of ~ew En~land and Engla nd d llTTl lx·t!
thl'i r prodtK I" on Ih(' market. rN HlTrdll1 Rh ode b land firm" dnTI
'l lx'd finer lim'". X(·w mark"I"" t'rc' found in Ihl' Xorth. South. ' \"t'''I.
and in t ill' IH30\ in \ 1,·xi('O. Sout h .-\merit'a..'\ fricl, C hina. and tilt"

:'\I'ar E""t. Spin ning- lll i l L~ ~ 't Ill' cleani ng- and \H"i\,ing depa rt mUll"
wit hin their plant:- in:<tc'ad of "puttin~+out" {·olto n to he C'!ealwd am!
varn 10 he WO\Tll. \ I' ll'hiIW pickn.... Ill llk.... Inum". and drt·....~i nL: ,md
~\al ping mac hinery Wt'!C' in"ta lkd. In ende r to ...('('url' ad ditiona l
fun d ... a few lirm" "t'lt' inco rporated and (on...nlit!a tnl ill IIH' HUO·... .

I' r ior (0 IIHI1 litt le {' l lI l ~ i d rra t i ()1l "n' nwd (0 hI" ,(!,in·n th e \\orkn,,·
"a re!\ llr tIll' con t rib ut ion Ihat helt r l" worki ng ("onditillTl" mig-hI han ·
l1lad~' to pl'Odlln i \ ' i t ~ , Th t' lung. na rrow. low-"tud ded faltllr~ IIH) ll1"

W{'re poorl y heal rd . ill \T llti laled. a ile! inadequa tely l i ~h tnl . Sma ll
wind o\, .... t·,mdk". and llil lal11 p" pn l\'id t'd pOOl' illumina tion . and tIll'
wi nd()w,~ WCTI' "t'ldo lll oJlC"l1l'd . T he mill.. wcr{' hnt in .~ ll lll nHT am i
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cold in wint er, and Iht') \\( 'n' filh-d with lint , dust , and stale air.
In the late 18:!(I'~ ami HUll' ... the working day wa s reduced from

fourteen 10 I\\ eh e hour". U\" 183:.! hHI Rhod e Isl.lIlel plant.. oper
an-d on a n avcra ac dnTn-h(;ur dav, w hilr- t' ig llt ~-"ix mills ran on an
<I\ 'tTa!::t' twe lve-hour da~ . Hour r~'dthl iun" mieht have been mori
vated bv am nu mber of n-as ous : tfu- indfll a-nt li~htillg :-.~,,(em, the
co"t1 in~ or""hale oil. or ;111 effort 10 rrmove the basis for IaOOr
agitation . T he possible rffer t uf 10m;:: \, urk ing- da vs upon producuvit v
mav not have ber-n noticeable. "inn' tilt' machinery did not require
cont inuo u... a ttention nr arduous exe-rtion. workers mu-t have slack
cned their effort ... during thc' day . for mill regulat ions \u're imposed
rhat required co nstant attention to work and Iorbade interruptions.

\ \"age costs were not <tnal~/,c-d in the eatlv mill rccord s. : nor wa"
rhen- a:ny appa rent conside ra tion of a possible relation-hip between
wa.g~ and productivity..\ " late; as 18.!:.! mill a.gent" reported to the
Secrerarv of Treasu re that thcv did not know the g('neral proport ion"
into whi~h their fund" \u'n" ali(Kated. the- amount invested in build
ing'S or rnachinerv. nor even tbc gain IIr Im,~ on their ca pita l. ~Ii11

account." were ofien a hercroecneous mixture of mill costs. store ac
counts. and personal expt'n'iC". \ \"agt' rrc'ord" revealed that ch ildren
were ,giH'n higher wagc!'> a !'> Ih<"y ilttailwd ~re<l't'f ."kill and that tht'
wa,gcs of skilled wor kcrs wen' illt'ft 'aN.·d during pc'riods of hu"ine""
expan.~ion when th cir !<tbor wa" in ~real tlt-mand . sOlll(,timt"!' a ~hare

of the profits was p,l id to mt'{ han ic~ . on'f'i("I'rs . or olh('r ~kilkd elll
ployet"." \\ host, l'('f\ 'ices we;rc pri/Td by ('(llTljwt itors.

For the mO>.1 pa rt Ihe wages of wonit'll and t·hildn·n n 'mained 10\\ .
\\"h ile mcn earned from $fi to $10 a wn'k. WOlllen 'it'lured (Jllh from
$~ 10 $--1-. and t'hild n'll from S.7;-) 10 S~ a wn ·k. Employers did not
~ec'm HlIlceTtled th at 'it'\{'f<l l or all in a family work ed to StTlIre a
min im um ."Iand ard of li\·in.£:'. :'\nr did ('Xt'(U lin'l' ~'I" lll to realilt· Iha t
high er wa.ges might rrm·itk a ~t;lI1danl of li\'ill~ mu rt" cotldlKin' to
dTieieJl(·Y·

:\ lanllfartmer~ Te ~1I1a t nl t heir ( ' l1lpl"~l't ' '' ' .~t a nda rd~ of n\'ing
through the ir cont rol of l'X jl(' IHli lll n'~ at th l' ('()lll jlillly store . COtl+
"tlm ptioll habits \\'('1'1' dH' cked ; thrift \ \ i\ " (·llcOl lra gl·d : f()co li"h I: X

pl'nd itures for d res." and drin king \\I'IT n ·huknl. S<lI"lIll.~ nllJ1d not
he ope ra ted in a cOlTllll unit y wht'lT thl' 'il ,Ic' la nd lord f"rhade d rin king
l'it her for Ih(' ...ak(· of ('lTi(it' (lI'~ or ll1ora lity. .\ few (·rnptoycrs found

..""Im"rd "" I" '~" fiR
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Exn-nsivc plan s have been completed by th e Prr-serva rion Society
of Ncwpon for the \\' ashin,gton -I{oehaml lt'a ll Celehrat ion in i'\ew
port th is sumrm-r from J uly I 10 St-p terulx-r l.i with added rvt-nts
during the J uly H-l0 week end .

TIlt" H unter HOIN~ will aua in contai n a loan exhibition of furn i
ture , silver, and paintings . exn Tdi n.l{ in size a nd scope the exh ibition
of 19.i:l. h will he ope» (·\'t·ry da y from tell to five,

Xla rble House Oil Bellevue Aven ue will be the S<'tti ng for all ex
hihition of rare historic treasures loan ed hy the French and American
gU\'ern mcnts as well as ind ividu als and institutions in both Fran ce
and America . ~ I arble House has IH'H-r befo re lx-en open to the
public.

T he Vernon House and the ~[awdsley House will han' spec ial
exhibitions as will the Redwood Library and T rinity Church . T he
Art Association will haw (d uring J uly only ) a n exhibi tion of 17th
and Iflth cent ury and modern Fren ch pa intin gs.

all the wer-k end of J uly H· l 0 th e :Fl.oon- ton Frenc-h batt leship
./(' (//1 Bart visited Newport . O n Sa tu rday mo rn ing a mi litary pa rad e
an d cert' mony was atte nded by th e French Ambassador. th e Sene
tary of the Xa\'y, and many' other honored uucsts. The Navy Band
played .

Private colonial houses on \\' ashin,l.,'1.on St reet were open to visitors
from tell to five. In the evening there was a hlnrk dan ce and fire
works. and at half-past tell the Cornel ius Vanderbilt mansion , T he
Brea kers. was for the first t ime the scene of a lk nd it Ha ll. with the
proceeds guing to th e P reserva t ion Sor il'ty to assist in its program of
restorat ion and preservation .

ROCH.\ MllE.\ U ·S S WO R D

T he .ih'e, hiltt'd nJ.'ord piel~'t'd 0" tht' oppo,ile pll~e U"" prr",,,led b)'
/f oeh" ", be,,,, 10 Genn,,1 Salhu" ,Hilln "f W " rren , Nh",f, Islt/lld..\f illn ' j ac
q~"i'/I{Hlet' ,,'ilh R ochlllilbellu hnd ~r"dunll)' ripn led i'lto 11 elos" !,ie'ldship, and
III II b,,11 i .. "'..,,-,pori Ih .. 1"'0 men ..xch(o,~,,1 d,..u J,,'o,ds.

Th" hill i. of rxapli",wUI' fi'''' (tflfrs"ltHuhip. A urll "X(rI<!"d bl111 pOIHmd
jJ wrmol",f ..d b}" 11 d,Ii"'I .. finil1l. 0,1 Iht' kn~ekl.. ,cua ,d , ",ilat' il firs inlo Ihe
pomm..I, 'u .. Iht' ml1'k, of an Endi,h sitrrrnnirh, indi(alin.~ Ihal t1u w-o,,1 " 'a>
mllde ca. 1772. T h.. _~ , ip i, u'ound u ,ilh a conli,lUOU' ,ill'H ,,·i, ... lJr/Oll' it . in
IUll-,r/i ..!, i, a ehild nubracin,~ {l tam It. T h" filer thar 1111 Ilu wo,k i.• '" ba>-,r/i..!
,,,'telld of n'I"'"'''' mak" Iht' hill di,linclie·". 0" Iht' I< pPH mrfaCt' of Iht' gua ,d
" ,e t,,'o pas/oral ,a"", ",hil.. Oil Ih .. II rider 5idt' are 1"'0 diffrrenl ont'<.

l 'I,," " <" pl, h~· ' he H"."n l'niH"j,y l' h" l" 1., 1,.

B7



"" 1.11 1)(11 / ' ro(,/I'''U ill R . I . Cotton .\/ills [Ju ly Labor J'rob/I'ms 111 R. J. Cotton Jf ills 89

c"~'iq,,l'ti 1>0"1 1'(11"' 8S

it profi tnble (0 -cllliquor at their ('om pa ny -ton-s. Their \\(lrkn~ were
bound In them hy drhl~ incurred thro ugh frequent purchcv-s of
liquor.

Prior to IH-Hllhc g:ellnal public ra ted the mi ll O\\III'n< nsbcnef.«
tors. !lOI e-x ploin-rc, in :<pil(" of the employment of chi ld ren. \\"01111'11.

and ncw lv-arrived immigrants for long hours at low W :l .g !'s in da rk.
poorl~ heated and hadly ventila ted factories. Cotton mill.. provided
jobs [or many pn·,-ilIIlS!y not eainlullv cmploved. Condition!' of \\ tlrk
wert- similar Of superior to tho!'<' experienced in household or arrirul
rural lahor. He.u inc . lightinl::". and ventilation were not different
from thll~ in the typical workers' homes. The factories were superior
to the cellars and attics \\ he-re the firct spinning machinery was opn
uted in the 17RO\. Hours were no lonucr- than work periods el'o('
\\ here. rhouuh fa(tor~ lahor lacked the rest periods and work rhythms
of [arm and horne cmplovmenrs. \," hile wanes were low, the earnings
of the women and children helped to meet living expen~, Rents and
store provision- were rd.l lin'!y inexpensive. Though wages were
often cancelk-d by store debr-. the occasional cas h pavm cnt... ma de in
balancing" accounts were a ppreciated, for cas h was scarce. 'I'ht'
mill communities offered faci lili('S such as company houses , ~t()r('S.

churc hes, and com munitv ren ters which were not alwavs available ill
t he fanning: rt'g:ion~ fmlll' \\ hich man ~ of th e workers h; d rome.

In accortLlIlu' wilh t ilt' contl'mporar~ helief in lflisu:. !flirr th(' mi ll
0 \\ lJ('rs oppo!'ed allY foml of inte f"elllion Iha t mi.ght interfere with
freedom of WllIract , propnty riJ.:"h ts, or in itiali\(". T hey hd it' \"(,d Iha t
thei r w('ah h <l nd l'll uca tion ht,~tow('(1 upon them the responsibil itk s
of p'lIernali.st i(: ht'ndactors, and th e ris::hl cardull\" 10 cont rol the
prl·.s.~ , and the Im'a!' ~t at t', and Ilational g:~\Trllments.· Th t'ir a ut horit, '
wa~ ~.. [d()lIl cha l1t'ngt:d a~ dt,trimt'IlIa'l. " 'hil e citiz('ns' r i~hts ha~1
I.t'('n f(,(oJ.:" lIilt'd in th t, Bill of R ights, the \'a lut' of participat ion had
nut be('ll el1\i~lgt'( 1. The majorilY of the work ers, the worn"11 and
(hildn:n, wert' Jl ot ~Il PJlnSl'd to umkr.;.tand econ omi c or socia l proh.
lems or to n lgag(' in pu lilirs, Fl'w male employees ('mild \'ott' ; prop.
nty g uali fi cat i ()n~ f('1 n,1ing \, ('ft' not aholi~hed until after 1rHO, and
~u lTi(' i t' 1lt I'ea[ prop('rt~ ('fluld no t he an :um lliat ed in the mill -own ed
\"i ll a,~es,

j'\ t" '('rtlwk~s , w()r kil1l~ olllditinns did no t e~capc n i t iris rn, Ind i\ id -

ual workers resented their ('mplo~ ns' patern alism and discipline,
O n TSC('n; were blam ed for Iavomicn in awarding premiums or in
ma king promotions or discharges. \\'(.rker.;. complai ned tha t the long
hours deprived them of leisu re. They objected to changes in work
assignments, wage cuts, heavier work loads. and unemployment.
Home we-ave rs were alarmed hy the dt'nt'a~in~ demand for th eir
labor and th e 50 to 60 pt'r cent ellis in weaYi~g rat es. Bittern ess
increased \\ hen the wage reduc tio ns of the 1830's proved perma nent
and when immigran ts were hi red at depression wages after business...
beca me pm."pcrolL'i, T he development elf transportation faci lities
made it easier for workers to learn about conditions in other ind ustries
and areas. T here were mort' romarts ..... ith reform movements for the
employees of the mechanize-d and intcjrrated mill" bv the Pawtuxer
and Blackstone r ivers than for the workers in the isoiated mill com
munities in the inte rior of the -tan-.

The few stri kes or "rum out-," were on lv short-lived emotional
protests that quic kly proved ineffectual. ~I ill·o.....ncrs refused to grant
strikers' demands a nd often did no t ~in.. t hem hack thei r jobs. C riti
ru l work ers were dis missed without a certificate of discharge. a prac
tire which amounted to a black list. That no conspi rac v laws were
passed and no union leaders were arrested indicated the limited na
ture of the labor movement in Rhod e Island before 1840 ,

T he majority of the Iactorv workers look no part in the labor
movem ent . Although wom en con ducted the f irsr factorv strike in
Pawtucket in 1824, Ihey \\( ' ft' orl{anilt:d with dilli cuh y, ~'h ile chil
dren were not organized at a ll. The Ir ish imm i~rants hired after the
deprcs.~ion of 1837 were nut in te ft'stn! in Ilnion~, The few men who
mi.ght ha \ c use..d th eir skill as a barg:a ining: <!(h' an lal;"e considered Ihd r
jo bs ;IS lemporary tr ai ning for ex('("ut i\'(' work, or found work cbe 
\\here if dis.......lti~fi('d. SUIlW may ha\"(' jnill('d th e Pw \"idl'JH"(, As.'>Ocia 
linn of \\'ork in~ml'l1 in tlj(' late IB:!O's, lOr tlH' Xl'\\" En g:land As."o
ciat ion of Far mers, ~ l echa nks and Otht'f \\·orkin~mcn in the earl\"
1830\, bUl ther left no records of thei r arti\'itics, .

Pri llr to ]HolOa sma II J.:" nll ip (If llli (ldl t'- ( ·I<l s.~ lillt'ra ls, educators, and
ministers, a tt ac ked ('hild lahor and tilt' r hildrcn's lack of t'duca tion
and recH'alion . Paren ts, not manufactu re!"s, \\TIT hlarncd for ch ild
lahor, and committees uf j n \'(,.~til-:a lion ITCnlllm(·lHkd th ai st:hlxll laws
be pas.~ed to forfe parrnts tll :-'l:nd tlwir ch ildren to schoo l fur at least
twelYe weeks a ~('ar.
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Although liberal ma nufact ur ers believed th at factor y children
sho uld be educated and provided Sunday SdlOOI classes in read ing
and wri ting, they opposed legislation, factory inspection , an d cveu
comm ittces of invesugation. The workers were unable to support the
fight for schoollaws: th e public was not interested . Reformers fnih-d
10 persuade th e legisla ture to enact regulation s or to provide en for ce
ment mach inery.

Howe ver. the Ilt'('{'ssity for public schoo ls and school Inws had been
brought to the attention of a larger prop ortion of cit izens. Questions
had been asked as to w hcth er thc social ben efitsof children's edu cat ion
mig ht be more impor tant 10 commun ity welfare than the economic
advan tage which m igh t 1)(" de rived from th eir employment a t low
wa ge ra tes. \rhet!Jer or not substanda rd mills sho uld exist becau se
they offered jobs to ot herwise unemployed labor or wh ether ur nut
child la bor was economically justifiable were q uest ion s for another
genera tion to cons ider,

From 11-140 10 190(j leading: firms me chanized , integra ted. and
rnlarued their bus incssr-s. At'W machinery was insta lled, such a!'
Ji-nk's riJlg: spindle. the ring tra veler, and stop mot ion de vices. Steam
pown was adopted as mort' efficien t and de pendable th an water
power, and th e industrv sh ifted its loca tio n to Rhod e Island port s a nd
railroad renters to reduce the cos t of tr an sporting coal an d to enjoy
the wasta I hum idity beneficia l to the produ ct ion of fine cottons,

T he ru-ed for mo re ca pita l ma de it easy to start new busin esses in
prosperous years a nd encouraged consolida tio ns. A few prominent
Rh od e Island families pu rchased. merged, and moderni zed com peu
ton; ' plants, In the twem v year!' from 1870 to 1890 th e nu mber of
independent establishments decreased from 139 to 137.

" "ork as,~i .glllnents werl' reorganized and unem ployment increased
as the mills W('fe int egrated , mechanized . and rr-lor-a ted. Onlyabout
half as mailY em ployees were hired as com pa red to thr- mlmlx-r of
spind les installed bet ween IBfjO and 1 H~/O. Trrhnirnl inn ovations
req uired manua l dexteri ty, not sprr-ializr-d skill. Skilled tasks were
broken down into sim ple p r OC"l'."N 'S which could be mastered af te r
rel at ively short period s of tr a ining. Women and immigrant workers
were substituted for skilled men: wom en opera tors of spinning frames
took the place of the male opera tors or th e heavier m ules. \\'h el1

* * *

technical r hangcs rendered jobs too arduous for women . immigra nt
men were em ployed at the same rates paid women . M ore workers
were dismissed and furt her wage reductions were granted when out
of-sta te firms entered the Rhode Islande rs fine goods market.

).! any Rhode Islan d mana gers st ill hired large families of children.
As late as 1900 one- tenth of the ~4,Otl() odd colton mi ll workers were
chi ldren un der 16 )TarS of age, The immigran ts from the economi
ca lly de pressed areas in Fr ench Canada and from \r estefll and
Sout hern Europe ha d ma ny children and they ncr-dod th e income
from th eir child ren's labor to supplement their meager wa gt'!'. T he
availabilitv of chea p labor helped dday the adoption of the Il(' W

technical inno vat ions tha t ha d en abled more resourceful firms to
ma int ain their markets an d to learn tha t child labor was cconomicallv
d isadva n ta.geous.

In the 184 0's and 1850's lead ing employers demonstra ted th at
speedier and more accurau- prod uct ion resulted from improved light 
ing, ven tilat ion , and tempera tu re, windows were m ade larger , ami
ga!' ligh t ing suppla nted whale oil lamps and candle!'. Dust blowers
were adopted to elimin ate some what the rotten lint tha t annoyed
the wo rkers. Slas hers were substituu-d for dressers, and finish ing
rooms became clea ner and ln-ttcr ventilated. Safety dcvires wen'
adopted to red uce accide nts,

Gradually work per iod s were reduced from 12 to 10 hours when
it was found tha t sho rter hours increased prndur-ti vitv and lessened
the inefficiency and strain ca used by the heavie-r work loa th , speedier
machinery, and mo re constan t a ttention required for machine opera
tors. In 1853 a g-roup of Rhod e Island manufacturers voluntarily
agreed to opera te on all average of 69 hour i' a week. In th e IR70' s
and 1RBO's hour reductions were granted, pnssibl v to otlset the
Kn igh ts of Lahar agitation for a ten-hour day , for additiona l leisur e.
and share-t he-wo rk employmen t.

T he majority of th e work ers' wa ,ge ratl'!' remained rclauvclv low,
th ough skilled workers' earnings increased slowly. \\"age reductions
of fro m 10 to 15 per cent in depression yran; were not canceled even
for skilled em ployees, In the l8S0's and I860·s the weekly earnin.c:s
of adult wor kers ave raged fro m $3 to S'L while in the more pros
perous IR80's a\'Crage weekly wages ranged from S~l to $ 10 for male
workers. $7 to $8 for women, and $:l to ,H for child ren .

•
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,," hil(' exer-utives we n- determined to dom inat e their « ork ers. th t'y
did 110t t':\prr-!'.~ th r- same ~p i r i t of benevolent pa ter nalism that r- ham e
tcr il cd the r-artier manufact urers . They had Icwer contacts with their
em plov"('~ as individu als and thcy lacked th e ea rlier owners' practical
experiences. Xew investors were more concerned with th e immedia te
financial li u.n"S.~ of their ventures tha n the long-run improvemeuts
benefic ial to employ ees. H uman costs we re ove rloo ked in the c tlort
to cut labor nlsts, TIll' .~ap bctwrr-n the wor kers an d their r-xcrutivcs
wid ened \\ h("11 irnmiurnn ts we re hi red whose social, relicious. and
economic backcrounds were di fferent from the native wo rkers and
th eir employers.

Community expenditures werr- curtailed after IRiO. :'\ (·t (~....-u~
repai rs were no t made during deprcs-ion ~ear.< and were postponed
therea fter . T he ne \\l'f ~roups of immigra nt workers we re Ie:-.« critical
a nd did not demand improvements. Their need for emplovment was
great : thei r standards of l i \- i ll~ \\l·re lower than the native workers.
They had th eir 0 \\ n rel i ~iotlli and socia l centers. and did not utilize
the community chu rches. Sunday School". and com pany stores.

~Iiddh·-das." re formers and union leaders severelv r- riticizcd th e
lon l::' hou rs. low wages. and chi ld labor. Both craft and "uplift"
unions endeavored tn nrganize th e workers. In pro~perous time, craft
unions- /.!a..in('d hargainint: adva ntages and sought highe r wat.:('s and
shorter hours. In period s of unr-mplovmr-nt the " up-lift" unions
fou\.!h l for the en actment of prot ective la bor Iqd~lat ion an d the cstab
lishnwnt of coo pt'ra liyc!'. The majorit y of Ihe textile work ef1i W('f('
Iwit her int l'r t'~tcd ill nor ahlt- to join craft locals ; only a ft'w spinncr~.

wea\-er!'. a nd loom fixer!' \\er(' un ioni lt'd , But tht' rapi d adopt ion of
ne w machil1 ('fy l('Ild('d to Ind 'he barrief1i of skill th at had l::'i\T1l Ilw
craft local !' ha r~aill in~ pOW('r. Thl' facilit y with wh id l t'm ployt'11o
nmld find ~uh~, i t u ,(' workt'rs cllcouraged i n ll're~t in th t' l e~ i sla t i \t'

rd on n s of 11ll' nat ion al a ll-indusiw' "up-lift" ul1ion s, sur h as lilt'
i\'('w En gland Workingmt'n 's Associat ion of tht' 1R40's, t hc • 'a tio na l
Lahor U nioll of till' IWiO\ . t he i\'t 'W England T en Hour A~!'n(" i al ioll

of the 1870·s. a nd lht' Kn ights of Labor of the l R70' s an d l !lIlO·s.
St'\ eral nwm herli of till' naft l o ral~ wert· lo('al lcadtTs under tht ·
Knigh ts of I.ahor in Iht' HUH)'s and oJTl(" iab of th e U nitt'll Tnt ill'
\\'orkcr!' in th(' nn.t ((' nt ury. Some mi ll workers receiwd 'hcir fi r~t

[t·:;..",)nS in uni on mt,t hods when the K niglu s t ried to or/.!a nil(' th c

women and unskilled workers. TI\(' highl\" skilled lead ers of the cra ft
100-a L~ sco rned the politica l drolt s and coopera t ive ex periments of the
"up-lift.. unions. wh ite Iht· middlt··d,,:;..~ idea listic leaders believed tha t
the craft unions self ishly an ('plt'd the ua tus quo and Ilet:lecled the
well-being of the work ing lb~~. Attem pts to ronsolidatc the skilled
and unskilled groups were premature. for they were no r rcadv for
industrial unionism. C(Jnlli« ,~ I)(,t\\ cen eac h wea kened both, en
wuraged d ual unionism . and Ice-t en-d the employers' anti-union pro
g-r;ams, The unions lacked hMg;lining powcr and po litical stren~h;

'hey seldom won stri kes nr politi,-al re forms.
Even though th e ma jorit y nf the fMtor~' workers had no immediate

contac ts with labor conventions or unions during much of the nine
teenrh cent ury, t he earlv union experience helped to hrin .~ ref orms.
II i~ possible that mill OWIWN improved wo rking conditions and shon
r-ncd hours beca use they wi~ht'd tn prevent unionization patterned
after the cra ft loca l" in Fall River or th e K nigh ts of Labor. The
K nig-hts' campaigns for labo r It·gisl;ttion challenged th e manufactu r
l'r:-' cont ro l over th e prcs.~, politic-••md th eir em ployees, T ha t mill
tJ \ \ ncrs turned to trade a!'.'-': N"ia t i( ' Il~ for support of their vigilant anti
union opposition to labor reforms indicated the existe nce of labor
auitatjon.

. \<. ea rly as the 1880·1' liberal reformers and labor leaden. urged
the zovcrn me nt to limit hours. improve [artorv cond itio ns. and enact
morr- schoo l law s, BeC3U!'(' wom en and children were supposed 10

lack ba rga ini ng: power, n'g:ul;lliolls \HTe proposed to prot ect the ir
h('a lth. welfare, and produni \ ' i t ~ . ~ kn W('fe nOI offered a id, as t he~

werc con~ idered stro n,l.!;('f IMrg.lillt' rs amI defcn ders of freedom of
cont ract. By th e 1880·5 t'lllployn s \\Trt: blamed for child labor as
Illul 'h as th c parents. .-\n IBIl:l taw r('quirC"d that Ihey k('ep records of
their child ('m ploy('("s' a~('S an d n hK <L lio n to help enfor ce th e la w
tha t ( hildren from M'w n to fift(TIi ~t'a rs(lld gu 10schoo t at \cast twel n '
\\I 'eh a ~('a r.

[to I,.. n.ndllLlr'd]
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[concluded from ..\ p ri!. 195.1, \".14, no 2, insid,' hack conrl

Hark-v Rov Wi ll i ~ . 18ll6-
Eliza c . " 'iBis, h is wife, 1886 -
H annah Cla rissa. dir-d Oct. 1910, ae. -l mos.
Roy Willis, j r.. d ied j une 19 B , at'. 4 da.
Baby Will i" die d Feb. 1918. ae. 4 da .

Lon-n. X .. 111.i7- 19:)9 .
Ma rv E. Dicken s, h is wife, 18r J- 1949.
T . Eldor;l, wife of Lore-n ~ , Willis and daughter of O tis P. and

l lannah She ffi eld :\[ott , dir-d j unc 17, 189~. in 28th yr.
Mildred daugh ter of Loren :" . and ~lary E. W illis, J UIlt' ll, Ill98-

j une 16, 1901.

J oh n E. Willis, ho rn Sept. 27, 1829, d ied j nn. 4. l W19.
Ha nna h R. ~ [olt . h is wifc-, On . 6. lfl:l2, d ied ~br, H, 191..J- .

Joseph If. W illis, born J uly 31, [8:\8, died J UIlt' 25, 1916.

Capt. Xatha nicl L. Willis. died J u ue EI, [89 1, .W. 70 yl"'_, 1 mo.,
24 d a.

Cornelia A.. widow of Ca pt. Xa rhaniel L. Willis, die d O r t. 26.
Hl98, at'. 69 vrs.• 7 mos.. l:~ da.

Orlando F. Willis, 18:i7-1927.
His wife, Sybil ~f i l l i ken Willis, 1860-188:i.
H is wife, Carrie E. Spra g" Ut' , IR6:-l--1~Fln .

O sca r H, Willis, J uly 23, 1866.

Silas C. Ha[l. A UA" ' 7, 1875-- J uly 2:i. 19·11.
Cora E. Willis, his wift-. Feh, :i . IR81.

Rufus Augustus Willis, ~ la y 1, 1R'i()- ~ ta r, 2-1, 1921.
H is wife, Phche Eliza D unn Au g. 2-l . IRi lJ- J uly [6, 1920.
'I'lu-ir chi ldren,

Wt·a lthv C .. lR79.
~fa ud i t ; 11 , 18H1.
Vc-rtrie C. E., I H~2- 1 893 .

Rufus D ., 1894,
Loyal F., JlJ(J() .

H elen L. Ro-e-, w iff' of Rufus A. Willis, died I k e. 8. [875 , at'. 25 \TS.

Vernic C . E.. infa nt son of R ufus A. and PIl<'he E, Willis, died
M ar . 1:J , [89 2, nc. 3 mos.. and 17 da.

Capt. Sylva n us D. Wi lJi ~ . horn ~lay 26.1818. died Dec 7. 1883,
Catlu-ri nc W ., wife of Sylva nus D. Willis, hom Apr. 13, 1820; died

M a y 24, 1887.
Lyd ia ~ I. Willi". daughter of Sylvanus D. and Catherine W, Willis,

dir-d Fr-b. 11, 18 70, ar-. 18 vrs., and 2~ da.

Sylvan us wuu-, ~ lar. 20, IBll'i-Oct. 20, 19%.
Ahhv Elizabeth H ull, h is wife. :\'0 \ ' . 2~ , 188:-"
Tlw:, scm. Cl ayton Stanl ey Willis. O ct , 24,191 1.

William H. Willis, d ied M av 14, 18:-)9, ac. :~ 2 \TS., 2 mos., I da.
Wa tr R, ~f ott, wik of Willi,;llI II. Willis, horn S;'pt. 27, 182~. d ied

J une I, 1901.

"' I LSO~

Fra nk Gi'rard Wilson , born Dn '. 28, 1R8~1 , died O ct. 1, 190+,

" RI C HT
J ohn e ., of Willia m and LIll ' }' Wrigh t, dir-d Ma r. 26. 1816, a r-.

Ifl lIIOS,

I N ~IL"IOR('UI

T o conmu-mor.ue the loss of the Sc hooner warrior Oil Sandv Poi nt ,
Block Isla nd , Apr. 9. 1831. .
Th is 'I'ahh-t is r-reru-d hy a friend wh o dl 'sin 's to pe-rpetuate
the llIclllory of tha t sad event and to ma rk the- placr- of I nterllll"n t
of tho- r- who WiTC recovered from the sea .

Twr ntv om- pennllS perished
Seven we-re cast on this Isla nd
and are buried he re, nam es unk nown.

God moves in a mvsu-rious wa ...
h is wonder to pe r'form .
hr- pla nts h is footste ps o n the sea
and r-ides u pon the storm.

A LI.E:" CE~IETERY West Side

l x-a . Wa nton Allen, die d Ma r. 21. IRi 6, ae. ,i:i \TS., 10 mos.
Phclw C.. wife- of Wanton Allen, d ied Aug. 15: 18·H. in 38th vr.
Eliza beth ~ I. , wife of Want on Allen . horn ~lay 31. 1808. die d O ;·t.

9. [888.

Samu el Allen . died Feb. 21. IRR9, (Ic , 6,1 yrs.
Rhoda ;\ .. wife of Samuel Alle n . die d .I an. 6, 1R6·l, ne- . ·11 vrs.



IlIC KE;\S CE~IETERY Wl'sl Sid..
Elizabeth. \, ift· of Cah-b Ili.-lt ·ns. died Feb. 12. 1R6:-, . ill 9 ~~rd yr.

lion . Lurhe-r I )il kr-n-. die-d :-.:0v. 26. 18 78. at'. C'O HS.. I mo.. 29 da .
~1a11- G . wifl' of Lu ther nich·n, . died July 27. ·1 86.). at'. -n vrs.,

I mo .. :", da.
Ha n na h ~ .. wift' of Luther ni(·kl·nS. horn Ma r. 2.\. 181.'"" died Apr.

12. IWI:I. d'lU~hu'r of Edmund B. a nd ~I ary .-\ . Peck ham .

Ravmond Dickr-us. d ie-d f)r-c, F,. 18K,. ae. 83 yrs .. of mil' .. 22 da .
1s;\ho 'lla R., "ifI" of Ravmond Dicken s. died ~Iav 2, IS.",O. in fihl H ,
Lur-v. "ifI' (If Ravmond n i"kl 'ns, died June 30, 1R8:t in i 9th ~' r.
Fann i('. dau~hl('J' of Ravmo nd a nd Isabella Dickens. born Feb. 2·1.

1827: died Oct . J. 189:,.
Ander son R. Di.-kt·n, . son o f Ra vrnond and l 'aho'lIa Sn-adman

Di.-kens, bor n S"IJI. 19. 18H : clit'd Sept. 29 . 19lH,
1.0X(' )' ..\ . • dau~htn of Anderson B. Dickens. died '-\1'1'. 6. 1892 .

daughter .'f Edmund n. and Annie Sprague.

ROSE CE~IETERY nt ·OII" w.·.. t Sid!' Church
S,l.-nr-d to the nw llt0l1- of John R. IXxI~e- who died Sept. .i, IS i· L

a.'. 66 H S. , I 1110 .• and 2!:j da .
Sacred t(~ It\l' nn-mo rv of :-':ancy R.. wife of J oh n R. Dode-I', died

Feb . 20, 1875, ae . 6-t yrs.. 7 mos., and 12 da.

j ames O'Hara died July" I. 1912.

Re-v, Ezekiel K, Liuldlt'ld . IS \.'). 1891. at'. 76 vrs .
Lucrr-tin D. Litth-field. 1820--1899. .
Infa nt son of Rev. Ezekie l R. and Lucret ia Lirrh-field, horn Xov.

19.18.",0.

Thomas Littlefield died Xov. 2·~. 1869, ac. 86 H5_ , 4- mos.
\1.11") . "~ill' of T homas Littlefield. died Apr. Ifi. 180fi. in 8:\rd yr.

Call''' L. Ro,,·. :-':0' ·. 8, 18:)()-On. 2·1 , 1880.
~lollll" r I'q ::(t'\" ~ 1. Ro-c. Xov. 20. 1832-Jall. 13,192.').
Calt,,, R....". Jr.. Xov. 22, IB63- July S. 18B:I.
Peg~y R . ~1.. daught r- r of Cald} L. and I'l'g-gy R. \ 1. Rn, e. du-d

Fl·O. 13, 187:,. ae. I yr.. :J IllOS ., 1:, da.

J olin Ro'l' . n"I'. 10. lR:i2- Junc 27, 1938.
Ca rnlilll' \\'.. wifl' or J oh n Rn~e . J uly 28, 1893, ae. II p s., 1:", da .
~ l n ! l y , his wif.·. ~b r. 1.1 , 1R7,j.

Rosina J ) , Ro,, ' , IB:UJ-lBB7, a('. c,i yr...

~f n ll t~(l ll1 (' I1' J{o,,', 1831 19 12. iI(', 71 \'I"s.

~ lilllY , wift- of Rohe'rt C. Rns,·. lB.iB-1901.
Infa nt son of Ro hl'lt ,l1ld ~ I i rny Rml ' dil'C1 Jan . 7. l87.'), aI' . 2 da .

mod l slarul COl/day Hecord s [J lll~ Samuel I). Rov- dil 'd ~fa,' 21. l Bfil, ;If'.:H vrs.. 2 mov.. 9 da .
Anna G RoS( '. 1870 19 '
Susan L. ko..... IR72 19
Enoch ~I . Ro S(' , 1R',!l 19 HI.
Marv I.. Ro-c. Ultie,_19 1O.
D . I i. Rost' Fe-cjt , 1!12:,.

SA:-':O'S CE~IETERY in tfw :-':, '1"1.•• BI..ck h Luld , R, I.

Sacred to the 1It('mOf'!' of Ray Tho mas Sa nds. E"I '
wh o dir-d Feb. 18. 18 19, ae. 1:1 yrv., ,i mos.. 13 da .
.-\ friend to th. ' Iatherk-..s a nd widows. a mind filled with philan
thropy. H is houv- was a hrum- of lIosp ilality.

Sacred to thr- nn-mo rv of .\nn;1 Sands who di-d ApI". 6. 184-7, in
her i i th vr.

In memol1' (.f Ha nn ah T .. wife- of ('l'll'g S . TlwlIlpson , who die-d
0\"1. I, 18-~2 . in 63rd ~r.

Our Father. Pd,-1=' S_Tho mpso n, die-d 1),'1". 1866. ar-. 87 yn.

.... II EFF IEI.I ) CE\ IETEKY ill th .. :-':"rk , B1o.:k 1, la nd . R. I.

In Illl"lllo l1 of Eli", l Rlh.:OIk who died M ar . 6. 18&1, a e. 77 ~rs. ,
10 mos.

Sarah. widow of Barhn 1'1'1'''halll , .... lin die-d \ 1ar. ", 1867. ae . 88
vrs., 3 1111.... , If) da.

In nWl11ol1' of J osiah ~ . I'..dlham who died Apr. 16, 1862, ac . 68
yrs., 19 da .

I n lIlellJ(~~' of .\ Irs. Ha nnah P<'tkhalll. wifr- of J osia h S . Peckh am.
who died \ Ltr , II, 1829. in :tlr d vr . of he r a" .

In 11\"l1lory of Ann Pick ham , wido~' nf J osiah S. Peckha m. who
died Feb, 27, 1887, ae, 96 yrs., I I 1110' . , 27 da.

In .JIlt·mOl} of ~l r. Edmund ~ht' ffil'ld who died SqH. I-I, 1812, Ole.
;)2 vrs.

In memory of ~lrs . SlISann;t Shetlicld, n 'li. ,t of ~ lr. Edm und Shd
fit·ld. who di,'u .\ by Ill, 11l2" , in 70t h yr. of ;u' ,

G"org-t' ( ; . Slwfli "ld, SOli of C ,'orgt" ( ;. and Eliza Sht·ffid d. horn
~Ia\' 19. 18'1·1. dit'd .\ tt r, 22, lHill.

Hannah A. She/fidd. wi.low III (; " or~ t ' G, SI,dlit·ld. horn J uly :\.
18:\2. dil'd ~Li r. '12, IB~ ll , '

Simon R. Shl"lfidd. son of (; ,'org-,' ;ULd I LHlll,l h SIll' tfidd. I)(\TIl n'T,
12, IB.-,/, dil'd July :10, I89!J.



T ilE RHODE I S LA N D HI ST O RI C AL S O C I E T Y

X E W ). (I-:.M B E R S

.ll aT' h 29. /955 - JUII l' IJ, / 955

.\If. Rouer E. Alcon .\ Ii s.~ .\ Ian Keefe
~fa fl v ill r , R . I. .\fr. Edward D. Little

.\ Ir. H erbert K . Allard Fall Rivn , Mass.
Saund...,lown, R. I. .\ 11". willtam xl. Ma ckenzie

.\ Ir. H en rv C . A vleswurth :-O lr. an d Mrs.
Alk~lon, R. 'T. Thomas F . .\ laholll'Y

Dr. andY lr s. .\I iM Joa n Marion
Bertram H . Buxton . Jr. Vn plan ck , N. Y.

.\ Ir . Rohert F. Chilton. Jr. Dr. and Mrs.
W.., I \\' arwick, R. I. james P. .\ l rCalfrey

.\ Ir. Lisle COlln,1I \ Ir. Arthur L. M ulligan
HOllllT, X. Y. Anb-boro, Mass.

.\lr. Ravmond Curtis Xlrs. Elizabeth H. Ncwbcrrv
Cow,-,r ll , R. I. N arr"Ka nsdt , R. r. .

.\lr. J ames H . Donnelly .\ Ir. Joseph .\1. P. Ott
Saunderstown, R . I. Pawt uck et. R . I.

Xlr. H a TY {'\" Flint .\Ir. Charles B. Perkins
.\Ir. a nd .\ Irs. Robert X . Foo te Wah fi"ld, R . I.

Rehoboth, Mass. ~ I rs. Cha rles ..Ylexander
~ I r . an d :\1rs. Robin son, Jr.

Elw in T. Gammons ~ I r. and M rs. Rowland Robinson
East Grt·..n.... ich, R. I. Wakdid d, R. I.

:\Ir. a nd M rs. :\Ir. Robert H . Sedgwick
William J. H allor an Xl r. j oseph S. Sinclair

Pa.... tud,·l. R. I. Ea, t Gn "!" nwir h, R. I.

Mrs. David H amilton Ylrs . Ha rold E. Sta ples
Ea." (;m'nwi"h, R. l. Mrs. Lena FrazierThatcher

Ylr. Ell-worth S. H ard ing" ~ I r. Leon E. Thompson
.\ lrs. N ok-n H uss('\, ' Ea,! Prov id" m r I~ . R.l.

Wakefield , R , I. M r s. James ..\ . Tillinghast
:\I i.....~ Gertrude S. K eefe Saun drr<town. R. 1.

EXIII BITIO X

Eightcent h century R hode Island furniture,
silver, and paintings

j uly /8 to SC /ltc mbn 9
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Tun Caribbean rnmmerre of the purt (If Providence da te:'> from
the seventeenth renturv "hen Rhod e Island merchant..... ."('e kin~

sources of ~u~ar and mula..'t.,.. dispatched th eir vessels to th e port~

of the W~t Ind ies. The trade which Ih('~ ini tiated proved so SIK'

o-ssful that for t'HI hundred l ih ~ ~e;lr- Providence :"Ioop.", sc hooners.
brigs. and :-hip:- continued to ply the :-t', t lun o, lin king Xarracan-eu
B.l ~ ... ith the We:"1 Ind ies and the Spani:-.h M ain .

T he most colorful events of Ihi:-. long hi:-tor~ oH ur n ·d in the la te
eighteen th and ea rl~ nineteenth rr-nt urics. These ...ere the ~ ears ...hen
economic and politica l pattern:" in the Ca ribbean area p'Ixsed through
a -cr ics of almost kaleidoscopic c ha n~f'~ a~ th r- na tions of Europe a nd
thc European colon ies in .\ nwrir a sullen-d the success ive shoc k.... of
the Fren ch Revolu tion , the Xapoh-onic "·il r~ . and the ,\'a r~ for
Latin-Am erican Inde pendence.

For the maritime historv of I' rm ith-lln ' it is fortuna te- that the-e
crucial decades in the develo pm en t of the Ca ribbea n coincided with
a per iod of max imum art i \'i t~ in the Ioreian trade of the Rhode
Island merchan t houses. Indeed Irom the do~' of the Ame rican
Revolut ion until 1Fun til(" fOH'ign trade of the po rt of Providence
wa~ simila r in nature. if not in ~cil lf·. til the fOH'iJ,:'1l tr ade uf Xew
York. 8 0 :-'10 11 , a nd the ot her major pnrb of the nurt hca-tern United
States.

T he fnrtuncs of l' rov ich-no- " 111IIllI'flT with tht' Caribbean. tlu-n,
take Oil more than local ~ i~lli lka n n·. The g('ographim l disu-ihuti on
·~ Io' l of Ih,-. Il1.Hni ,,1 of thi • •<11;.-1" i- I"hl). with minor 'l!trr;L lion,. fWIII Ih,-.
'l lllhor·, T ",d r br lll'u .. IlIr P",I o f I' .ovidr" ,., a"d Lali .. •~ ", n ir a 18/)11 10 18,10
( t ~ p<'d Ph .D. tI"',is, l b"ard L' nin rsih , l'lSl l . 'I .S-ln.

~j7

'17

110

. 121

'I'll E ""OO DE:\" Ii\"DL\:\"

C.•• I I'O" T ~ I" Til l F O.UGS COMME.C E Of P.O" IO~ ." ( ; I

b~' E.ul C. Tann..,

L.. BO. P.OIII-I" ~ ' " 1111 kilO"', I . L ...U GOTTO'" M ILL S .

[.-ondud.'d (mill Juh- . 1955. ". 1-1, nO. 3. JMo;:" "·iI
1'>\ F.di tha Ihdcoc:l

I" Clifford P. ~Ionahon

C..Y.-\LOt : 0' Ti ll R .. ..". I q . , ..u 111" YO" le AL Soc,r.Tl·
" U . !s ITl ' 11I CtlI.LtT YIO "

h, R'''ph F•. GarJ"!'nlr-r. J r.

I" C I.I"'O"I) 1'. M O"' .. Ho",

O x e OF t ill" :s.Ofi(·t~ " uue-t im porta nt recen t access..inns i." a ""fKkn
cigar sto re Ind ian prr--cute-d by the Rudolf F . H affenrcffer Founda
tion . Th is figun', knowll as Pocahontas or the Ind ia n Prince.....
guarded th e door " f J allln :'\ 1. Ant hony & Compan y's tobacco sto re
in Provideure-, oriuiua lly 10L\[('(1 Oil " ·c) ho....set and late r I'" Wt':- t.
minster Sneet , ht"t\\tTli lBH:~ and I!U ti. S he may. howeve-r, ha ve
~t'n a fam ilial :-ic: hl to lni,knt.~fl f Providence for a far lotun-r per iod ,
SI JlfC JanH'~ :'\ I . .Yn thi ,,), S; ( ;( ' I ll pa ll~ was the suc cessor to orher firms
which ca n lx- rr.ur-d hark ill 11-,1:-1 as fa r as th e wa r 1867

The Ill ig-i n of ti ll' ri .C:' lr-:-lllH' Ind ian is bOUll ;! up in Ih:' hi."I" n of
trade symholi-m. " 'OlJtll'l1 fig- lIlT:- we-re used in eig-htt'e nt h and nil w ,
tceruh ITl llU I Y Amn i' ;1 I" :\l h-nti ~1' allsorts of shops an d h llsil1l·:-Sl 's.
Among- l ht' ('OIll Ill")II ':-1 \\t'lf' t h e litt le ca rved marillcr~ . who hU lll,:

uuL..ide ship ( ha lldkr< ami instru ment makers ' shops. A unique
r... ",t ;lIw'd on pagr 108]
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of Providence trade. ~hi fti n g' ulUkr the im pac t of commercial rest ric
tion.s, international wars. an d colonial revolution.s, r('flectli, for th is
period, cert ain im portant. hut litt le known ~pect.s of tht' broader
pau crns of Unit ed Stares tradr- with the Caribbea n. U. for example.
it can be shown wh~ th e port s of Hispa niola and Surinam, favorite
rendezvous of Providence ~hi pp in ~ ill the 1790 '1' were rarelv visited
ihereafter : or how the por ts of Cuba. almost unknown to Provi
d ence ship pin g in 17YO. carne t il do minate la ter Provid ence com
merce with the Caribbe-a n - then useful light will have been cast
on a relatively obscure cha pter in United States maritim e histor y.

This pllrpo~ ma y lx- accomplished by an analysis of arr ivals at
the pllrt of Provid ence [nun tlw sever al major political jurisdic tion s
of the Ca ribhean .

T il E liR lTlSH \\' n n 1:--IllF, S

The British We~t lndirs wen- div ided ad minist ra tivclv into sub
areas. For commercial pllrpU~I'S, however. only three d i\"'isions I1I T t!

til 1)(' distinguished . First in importance were the ~ u,l::'a r prod ucinc
colonies : j amaica , tl u- L(TWard Islan ds, the Win dward Islands.
an d, a fter it had ber-n seized from the Dut ch. Demerara. Th('S('
colon ies were closed to Ame rica n shipping in 1783 and remained
so unt il the outbreak of the Xa poleonic wars. ' From the table of
arrivals a t the port uf Provid ence it will be seen that a r hn nge touk
place in 1793 and I i 9.t.~

At that tim e the British .:'\a\'y was engaged in wa r duties, a nd th r

Bm ish merchant mari ne \\ a~ unable to carfY on nonnal trad e with
the coloni("S. While op po -ed tn -harine the lucrative trade bctwer-n
the WC!<t Indies a nd Europe, Britain was willing that the Islands
~hould (t'mporari ly l'l1l('r int u d ire("( trade with the Unitcd State!'

11'11.. t,...t iIlr oo;ra l ~ i ' lo r\ of till" Br it i ~h \\'," '1 l odi..... for Ih i. prdod i• .1.0 ..·..11
] osrpll KaRat1, 1 h.. f all of , 1,.. P/" nlo (.t"" III ' hI' 8"/uh Ca "bbI'QII ,/7b J./B.1.1
0',: Yod .• 1928 ), ·ha d,· bo·(",·' ·n th.. Bril i, h W("OI l odi... and th.. Unit" d SIa l..,
i. Ih " bj"( 1 of a brid a" r oll nl i n '1 imothy Pitkin , .~ S /a/;f l i ..a l Vi"I(' of / 1,..
Co m",o u 0111" t ·"i/..d Sl aI n 01 .~ II!f'F ''' O ( :-; .. .. York, 18:15 ). I 2 13..\
mor xl" o,i, .. ,,, ,,i,,,,, of H.,d,' hr·. ....,·" til!" Brit ish \...·... 1 I nd i.., a nd tlu' Un it<·d
SI;Il In 181 2 nla" 1>.. found in .\. T . ~la ha n . S..a Pm,·... in 1/1 U../,,/ in fl / " rh..
Wa, "I /8/ 2 ( Bo. inn . 1918 ), 1.1 · 211:\ ,

~Th......"..r;11 tahln of arri, .,l. pr"" 'nl, 'd an' ha" 'd on th ,· i'n ,,"'t hon h in II,,·
Pro,·id..n,',. e " ' lnmh n" , .. p"pn , . T Ill" fir" " on, i. for j " IlI' 2-', 17<10. Figurr _
for Ih.. B;,h "ma" 1808 .1811 .., r.. lur lh... ha"'d on info rmalion from Ih.. h..ok of
" nlr i alld d ..a r:Hl«·' ao d Ih r im'o", inill ma oif ..,!!. also io Ihr Pro\·id..nn" Custom.
ho" pa,wrs_ a ll of whir h. fo r Ih.. !,<'rio<! . ar .. a l T h.. Rhud .. h la od lI i' lo, i"a l
Soci"I)'.

19.'1.')· Cllr;bbnln Pom iv the For,,;gn (.' 0 111 11100' 9~1

~'SlRl f S A1' T II F, l"ORT O F "RO\"1I1~' :"' CF.

From th r Urjt;Jh Sugar (.'ol(l n;"J

1;40 0 \.00 0 1810 • 1820 0

1791 0 1801 \, 18 11 " 182 1 0

1742 0 1802 , 1812 0 1822 0

1711:i , 180:1 • 181'1 0 1823 \

1 7 ~H 11 180-' \' 18H 11 18 2-' ,
1793 U I80S s 181S 11 1823 ,
17'16 \\ 1806 " 18 16 0 1826 ,
174 7 , 1807 , 18 17 0 1827 \

1798 \ \ \811' • 1818 0 1828 0
17(1<i \, 18011 s 18 1'1 0 1829 0

in order to avo id their com plete economic rui n. T)wrd ore a number
of por ts wer e opened to American \'es.·,d~ not lar g("r than scventv
101lS.3 .\ tleet of sloo ps and schooners immcdiau-lv set out for
jamaica, Barb ados. T ortola , St. Vincen t . An guilla. Nevis, M ont
-errat. Toba g-o, St. Kitt s, and Antigua . In the course of the next
nin eteen vear s (me hundred sixt \·-three \Ts,'-(·Is ('nt t' l"n l Provide nce. .
from the British sll,gar colonies.

Unfort unau-lv for Arm-rjcan shipping the ope'nin.!.': of the \ \'est
Ind ian pom wa's only one half of a policy initiated by the British in
I i 93-9-1-. The ot her half consisted in a drive to eliminate all ne utral
t rad e with the French W('St Ind ies and to r-a pture as many of the
French colonie-s il~ possible . Thus, "hill' some \'~..('l.. went \'ol~n
rarilv to the British Wr-st Ind io . others. anempnng to trade wit h
the French Wr-st Ind ies, were seized and carr ied into British W('St
Ind ian port... ;1:" prize- . The Spa niards. wh o were all ied with the
En~l i~h from 1793. to 1795. joined in~ an~ abou.t .one .hu~d~ed fif~y
..vrnen can vessels Itl all were ta ken. 1 he Brin-h justified their
seizures bv referen ce to a rule wh ich had been prom ulaated b~ them 
!-('I\"("S in i i 56. Accordi ng to the rule of 17:>6 a na t ion might not
in time of war eXlrnti to ;wutrals comme rcia l prl\ 'ileg("S wh ich were
dl' nied in t ime of peare. As j ay poinled Ollt in 179-1 , the ru le. asidt"
from its doubtfu l \'aliditv, was not applica hll' in til(' pr(,q"nt ca~ :

Franc(' had. for somt· \~ea rs. permitt l'd dirl'ct tr ade I)('twe("n th e
French \\'e~ t Indin ;1I1 ~1 th (' lJ n itl'd Sta l l'~ . thou gh with cl'rtain
rl'~trietions. c, j ay Mlcn·(·tkd in having thl' ~(" i l.ll l"cS stoppt·d a~HI in
K('tting: it joint British-A merican comm i.""inll a ppointed t ~) adJll~lg('

British a nd Am('r ira n daim~ . (T he B r i t i ~h . too. \\t'l"e maklllg claIms
3pi tkio , 0 (1. c i/ .• I ~ :t , . . .
' kob<'r t G r....oh a IR h ,\ 11"o0 ao d j .·oo l<' Baro n Pop" , S tQ L ilJU J in 11',."/;", ,

( ;>; r ... York, I 'H2 1. 7'\. H, c'Maha o, op, cit.• ' 111.(1:1 ,



based Ull damage d UIW by French privat eers illl'g'ally fitted out in
America n portv. ) "lh is commission "a t from time to tim e [ur- len
~('a rs . and evcntuallv awarde d Arm-ricun claimants several mill ion
do lla rs ; British claimants received about 8 150.000.': The opening
of the Brit ish W~t Ind ian por ts. provision for wh uh was included
in the original I("XI of J ay' s Treatv. was surrounded wilh .-.0 many
cond it ion.. that the America n Senate refused III ra t ify th at part .
H UW ("n-f . the British continued to t-xn-nd the pri\'ilt-gc of r-ntrv 10

small American \'('s-"l'!s by executive I)nkr.~

J ay's Treaty gn'atly diminished trouble with the British from 1i~l:1

to 1805 . There wvre occasio na l seizures th roughout th is period and.
010[(' se-rious , a ruthless pol icy of imprc-sme nt hc..~in n in~ in 1803.
Hiah profit.", hO\H'n~r , reconciled ship owners. if not sai lors, to th ese
inconvenienres. In the early ni ne teenth cent ury Brit ish practi ce
seemed to g:o !'<O far as to permit American vessels 10 sail from the
French \rl"~t Imlit-!' to the L'nitrd State.. a nd thence 10 France with
th eir car,..;ues of sug:a r. In 180H, however, the fight was cat('g:oril"a lly
den ied hy a ru ling: ill the casc' of the r:J$I'.". ~ T he HHr,· case-. tog:t'thef
with the Orders in Council. sta rted a ...rquellre of events wh ich
ended in the \rar of 18 12 and a complete c("!'..sa tion of trad e between
the United States and th e Briti...h m .gar colo nies.

w hen jX"arl" w as r~tored, the hlaml~ remained c1f1."('d." It wa~

the intent ion of th t' Brit i~h th at they themseh-~ !<hnuld mon opolizc'
the carrying tradt' not only !x'tween the I...l and~ and Europe, hut also
betwcen the I sl and~ and the Unitnl Sta tes. II wa s ho ped that
Canada would he ahlc to supply a Jar.!.:"t· pari of thl' nced ,.. of the
British \rest Ind i('!'.

This policy wa.... of cour<.(", extn'mdy unpopular in the United
Stat~. That it wa.. like\\ iX' un popub r in tht' Islamb i~ ~uggt':"t t'<I by
tht' followin g- not in ' wh ich appc-ared in th l" Prol'itll'nrt' Phl'n;T:

llll' Coloni;11 I.t'e: islatu rl" of Antie:Il;1 ha, addre.....·d a nlt'lll"rial
to the' Briti..h ~on';n lll e li t in \\ hii'll 't1Il'Y{k precat<' in ' t nlll~('rIl1S
thl' !)()Iicy now 1'1II'Slwd Inwa rd Allwri",lIl \'('"ds in tlwir not Iwing
adrni lh ·d lo an "n t ry ill an y of tll(' Briti,h \\".... t lud i,·, . TIll')' r"port
thl' impossibility of their n,lonies ill Arrwri,'a fUl"IJ i ~lIjllg ti ll' \,'l ' ~l

e.-\Ihjon and Pup", o p. ci,.. 75. ~~fah;l n . op, cit., 'Itl_'l7. "Ibid., IOI· IO:!
'IA u... rul hi'lOr,- o f Iud .. h.-h. n ·n Ih.. Sri lish W...l I nd i" and III,· L'n itrd

S~al ,,"frull1 18 15 to 18:10 i. F. I..·.. Iknns. 1'/" .~",,,iC<1II S I ,"gglt fo, l ltt 8,i,i ,"
" t Jl lrcdilJ C""Ji" r T , ,,d t ( h di" "" I ; ",i l ·" , ;I )· S tlld;n . Sllld)' 26 , X. Bloo mino: 
ton . I nd . 192:J1. s.... aho. Rau " . o p, ( iI., 1' \1. ·\8,.
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lndic, with adrq uau- 'll ppl i e~ and a~~l' rt th,lt tilt' supplies which
1'1 ',1 ("11 rln-m through tlu- depot of St. B;n tholo11ww ronu- (" h;l ~g-("d
at m-hb- till' amount al which tlu-v could hi' landed Iht'n' d irect
Irom .\ lIler ic;l~ \\hik on thl' otll'"~ hand tha t leland is '0 l::!Ul!ed
with thc' arti. lcs allowl·d til 1)<' r-cporu-d Irom the Briri-h l -Jand
", to produce a serious depreciation in rhr-ir value, &.-.10'

The United States £:O\rrn m{'nt ..oon took roun termcasures. plac
in£: in 181 7 a dutv of· $2 a ton on Brit ish H":""CI!' a rriving from th e
British \\" c;;t I nd ie~ . 11 Xcxt vcar Uriti"h \T~"('I:o; from areas not open
to United States vessels were wh olly cxdl1ded.l ~ The economic
distress ocra..inne d in the Brit ish ,,'('st Indies was acme, hut the
United Stat e, was relentles s. In 1820 Americ an a urhoritk-... cut 01T
an indi rec t trade whjr-h had spru ng up with the British WN't Indies
hv wa\ of Ca nada." In 1822 the British KinJ:: and the American
l;rt"!-id~nt "err eac h au thor ized to nr J::0t iat (' a trcatv (If rer-iprocirv.
;\nt ir ipat in~ success and an xious to halt th e ruinous decline of ~he
Briti"h \rnt Indies. the Kin g opened a number of por ts h~ exrcuuvc
order. Congn'~" concurred in 1R2:1. 11 and immediatel y \T"-"('I~ h{'gan
to enter tilt' port of l' mvidcncc from the Hrui-h sugar I·olnnies. In
Ilf13 there \\ a ~ une; ill 1824-. three ; in 1M2;). five ; in 11126 , four:
ill 182 7. 01\('. In 1822 thc' Pre..idcnt had . in accordano- w ith his
anthorieatiun, revoked the law uf 18 18. hut not the d iscTiminalin l.::
d utv of 1817 . In 18~3 the British. di~-.at i~fied. rnuntered with a d is
("fi~in a ting <lut\' of thr ir own. ;'\ ('got iati oll!' dra ggnl on \ln til in
l R26 the Brit ish 'a g:a in dosed their W{,!'t Indian pom, ' ~ From 1826
lintil aftrr llU O ~o \'C!<!'e!:- arnwd at I'rm,idnlcc from tht' British

"ugar colonir!'.
Quite u nlike- the Brit i"h su£:a r co lo n ies .were the !'o ll t he~n

Ibhama~. 1 8 Their export wa.. ",lit. a ro mmolhty abo pflllluced In
I-:nglitnd . Fur thi... rea MlIl trade with the soulhe rll Bah ama" was not
..n much r heri~h('d b\ ' England as was tra de with th r !<!Il.!ar colonies .
Trad (' hctWI'!'!l the ~uthc'rn Baham a!' and till' Lnited SI<l tr.- \\a~ not
' l'fiOIl"" inltTk rcd with at am' t imt' and then'fore !'hm \rd a \'e~

~ l i lTer;,;t piltl erll from tradt' wiih till' suga r colnnies :
lnp 'OI.,itln,rr Ph, ,,i.•. Fr I.. 24, 18 1Ii, l ll' itkin , (11' . (.". ',l '-lli. Il~/bj,f , . I' Hi,
1:I/ bid" 197. Ill bid.. 1~j7 .1"8 1 ·· lbld.,1~18: I H .
l.r l"urh Island and ils n..ilthoo r, ...,·n · ,,,ukd from Bn m ud a In 11>78. I h,· ~

\u.... und..r Ill<" " dmini, tra l ion or Ih.. Ib hamas from 1~04 10 18~8 . ,\ h r r Ihr
I;,ttrr da " ·. Ih.., ..·..r.. Han,krr..d to J " m" i.'" . ~IO"I Pro...drnr(" anl\'al . from .11...
B" h ol mas .....r.. from T urt.1 " I" nd , .-\ f · ......... hom Rago:r d " la nd. R um K.....
Long Island . Ea>l Caiu~. E" uma . ;\ .l~ u.



•: XT RIE S AT T il.'. "ORT OF PIU)\ ' lll fS C f.

From th t' French W est l ndil's
f."r1".i ...o of lI i1pa nio la

C".l""" (;""d,lo"t, .\( d, ti" iq,u SI . .Ha.,i" T old l

17'll n I 0 I 2

t7 " 2 n 2 I " 6
I I Ii "17!fl I

17tH 2 tl tl I 3
17(15 I I n tl 2

17~,lt; 2 tl tl " 2

17!17 I 0 n " "17~u'l I I I I 7

17"" n 0 I " I

1800 n 0 I 0 I
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Franco-American alliance the United StOl l,"!' had guaranteed French
P" ...."l,.s."'io n~ in Lati n Amer ica . and by a Fr~nn)-.-\merkan .l'o~mf'~

cia l agrf'COlt· nt American n's."l,'I~ were permitted to trade wlth.~pel1·

fied Fren ch \\ · t' ~t Ind ian ports, t hough th ey were nor . un til war
hmk e out. permit ted til rrndc dircctl v between Fr an ce :u,ld th e
Islan ds." In 1793 the British embar ked upon a cam p:uKIl , til
eliminate trad.. between the United Sta in and the Fn-nch \\ est
Indi,-s. \\'hill' attach were launched on :\tartinique and G uadelo~Ip<'.
..\ merican v . 'c1~ attempting to trade with those areas were seized
and taken into the Br it ish Wet-t Indies as prizes. Guadeloupe .wa~

occupied for a few mo nt hs ; Xlart iniq uc. from 179J to 1801. \\ hcn
Martiniq ue was seized. fort y Amer ican vess.....ls i~ port. were r-on
dr-mned.!" Thi-n ca me j nv's T reat y and rlu- partia l adjustment of

Brit ish-American differences. ,
J ay ' ~ Treat y. though it removed one ol».tadc to t.ra d t" ~' lth th e

Frenc h WI"~t Indies, crea n-d anothe r and equa lly scnous d itlic ulrv.
The Brit j ~h -.-\llwri can TrfOnl"iliation so irritat ed the French that they
began a program of attrition against .-\mcrkan. sh ipp in~, t1~in~Te~'ery
prt'text for Moiwrc:;. Tht" XYZ affair. th.I" ,~t:,bhsh~wnt of the Umted
Stares Xavy Department. and the Quasl-\ \ ar of 1/98-1801 followed .
In 1798 Amer ican \·~"Cl~ were authorized letters of marque for. UM'

a g:a inst French privateers or the Fre nch :\n y. whil.. the American
Xavv was assigned to protect sea la nes in th e Ca ribbean: by such
measures. th e Fren ch offcnsivv was bluntcd .!" The r-vents of these
vcars were rdknc:d in the nu mbe r of arrivals a t Pro... ide'IICe fwm
;he Fr ('n,h Wt'st Indies :
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f.XTR":S AT THF, PORT 0." I'RI)YlllF:XCF.

From thi' /lahl/mas
1790 , 1804l 12 1810 '. 1820 'I
179 1.. 5 1801 15 1811 2 1821 2
1792 ' I 1802 18 1812 n 1822 2
1793 15 180] s 181:1 n ISH n
1794 25 1804 10 181-1 n 1824 I
1795 26 1 80.~ , 1815 " 1825 n
1796 22 1806 II 1816 2 1826 I
1797 12 1807 7 1817 • 1827 o
1798 17 1808 n 1818 • 1828 s
1799 6 18"" 12 1819 , 182" 2

1830 2

.-\5 may be seen. this trade held up ~tt":ulily unt il it "as ott ofT h~

the War of 181 2, Dur ing this war the Uni ted Sta res became arcus
tomcd to obtai ning it... ~aIt eithe r do mesticall y or from ot her fore ign
producers. such as the Cupr- Verde Islands. The Bahamas trade was
resumed immediately after hmt ilitit's reascd , hut d id not rtTO\Tr its
formrr volume.

The third eli... ision fl f the Brit ish W,,~t Ind ies was Bcliz,oo Hriti-h
Honduras. Like th e Bahamas. this area appeano to haw been Icrt
relatively fr ee from commercial restrictions. Xo Providence firm.
however. undertook to trade with Bcli« in the nineteenth centurv
until Carpenter and Hod ges entered th r- area in 1818. The t rade
lasted only un til 1826 a nd !-t"("ms to reflect rather the fortune- of
two or th ree business houses th an any comme rcial regula tio ns.

EXTRIES AT T il E PORT 0 .- I' ROYII>E X C F.

Prom Bri/ish lIon (hn (JJ
18 18 I 1821 ~ 18N :!
18 19 :I 1822 8 1825 6
1820 6 1823 9 1826 5

T he ,oarl y de,ad("l' of the nincleenl h ccllt u r~ \\IT'', 011 the "holeo
a p<'riod of dedine in trad(" relations t)l,'twem Pro\ 'id('n, e and the
Brit i...h W~t Ind ies. Trade with th(' ~Ug"ar colonil'l' .... Ironl-": at the
ocgin ning of the '('I11\1T~. was \\ holly rut off hy 1830 ( though it W;I~

la t('r 10 rn ·j., 't" ~ Iig"htl~ ) , T rade with th,' Bah ama... dl'dined ~haTply,

thOll.c:h il wa~ not wholly to die Ollt for ;.( )Illl" liml". Trad ,· with British
H()nd uTa~. having" f1 () IJ r i ~h ed hr ie'flyowa~ perm;\m'nt ly (Oxt illr l .

F R E S C Il \\' t: S l ! X llH:s E XC I ,t · S I"' E OF H IS I'A '\"Il H .,.,

On the c\'e of the Frcnch R('volut ion rclati(ln~ helw('1"1I lhr C nill·t!
Sla tn an d Ihe Fre nch W("~l Ind ie~ dilTned great ly frum rdations
ocl""een the Cnited Stal("!' and the Brit i~h W est Ind ies. By the

co"'i",,cd "" "c-</ t,, ~,

1i.\lhion and POP'"," p. (il ,. h7, 7 :~ . l~lbid , . H . 1':"bid., 80·81.
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ENTR I ES .-\1' Til E PORT O F PROVIDENCE, , o ll l inu~d

From the French W est I ndies
t " d uSIV<" of H ispaniol a

C" )'ennt' Guadd oupr M arti nique S I. M arti" T o/ai
1801 0 1 7 0 8
1802 11 J 7 1 11
1803 1 2 J 1 7
1804 , 3 3 0 8
1805 11 1 , 1 7
1806 . 11 2 7 2 11
1807 2 3 2 0 7
1806 1 0 0 11 I
1809 0 0 0 0 0
1810 1 I 2 11 1
1811 1 0 0 0 1
18 12 11 11 0 11 11
18 13 I 0 0 0 1
1814 11 0 0 0 0
18 15 0 11 2 0 2
18 16 1 I 2 11 1
1817 I 0 0 11 1
IBIS 0 11 2 0 2
1819 ,. a 1 0 0 1
1820 0 0 3 0 3
1821 0 11 0 II a
1822 a 0 2 11 2
1823 0 1 2 0 3
18H 0 0 1 0 1
1825 0 0 1 2 J
1826 11 0 3 2 .\
1827 0 0 0 0 0
1828 a 0 1 a 1
1829 a 0 1 a 1
1830 0 0 1 0 1

The fa irly active trade with the Fre nch W indward Island... in
1792 and 1793 practically rcascd aft er the latter date. From 179·J
to 1800, inclusive. only two vessels returned from Guadeloupe.
while six ret urned from Martinique, wh ich was in British hands.":
Until the Q uasi-\\'ar broke out, about two vessels a year retu rned
from Cayenne: the n non e until 1803 . The r-ase of St. ~ farti ll is
somewhat eq uivocal . as pan of the island wa s Du tch. and ships
freq uentl y failed to specify which part had been visited. In th e
abse nce of any ind icati on to th e contrary, the arrivals from St. Ma rtin
have ber-n classified as from Fren ch St. Martin.

In 180 1 the Quasi-\\ 'ar wa ... concluded wit h the ('an n ,lIation of
the United States guarantee of FH'IKh possessions and the as...ump

~ ".\not h t"T rt'a~n for light trad" d uring the 17~ITs WaS" ,I" \",, ,, '\"ol! ",hid,
rt'dUI,.'d production for '''''''Ta l ""an ],,'gi nnin!( in 17'1,1 , S!.l""rv ,."" hrmh' r,.-
t"s(abli, lwd in I B02. · "
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lion by the United States guwrJlllIcnl of Am erican spoliat ion rlaims
;>'g"ains t France." As may he seen from the tahk of arrivals. a per iod
of n-lativr-lv active trade followed . Betwer-u 1flOI and the Embar go
thirt y-four n ';;", ,,];; en tered fro m Martin ique : fifteen from Guade
loupe ; six from Ca vr-nnc: and fin' from SI. Martin. The Embargo
was the first of a ser ie:- of blows which practicall y put an end to
Providen ce t rade with the French \rrM Indies. ;'\'0 soone r was
th e Emba rgo lifted th an England again seized th e Fren ch colonies.
The British retained possession of Guadeloupe from 18 10 to IR16 :
Xlaniniquc, from 1809 to 1814 ; and Cayenne, in the seizure and
occ u pation of whi ch th e Portuguese coo perated , from 1809 to I Fl 17.
:\Ieanwhile the \ r ar of 18 12 intervened. when these several obstacles
to cmnnu-rce had finally been disposed of, Providen ce had esta blished
othe r co nnections, The table of a rr iva ls ind icates that tr ade between
Providence an d the French \\' r o"' l I ndies from 1808 to 1830 was
de'sultorv at best.

H I~ PA"' IO I.A

The w e-u-rn half of the Island of H ispaniola was ncc upir-d h~

Frenc-h and British bur-cancers ('arly in the seven teenth cc nturv. B ~

1665 the French were rffec tivcl v in POs~(,....,io n,~~ thouqh Spa in d id
not cede th r- arr-a unt il 169 7, In the eig htee nth cent ury Fren ch
H ispan iola was hrou ght to a \Try high level of prosper ity an d co uld
boas t thousands of Ilour ishin ,g plantations. Underlying th is prn~

perit v, however, wa... an unsrahlr- and, a... it proved . expl osive social
structure. T he wh ite populat ion in 1789 numbered :1;;.000 to
4-0,000 : the frce colored. ~."),OOO to :10,000: an d the slaves. 400.000
to 4."I O,OOOy:l

T rouble beg-a n when the French Revolut ion proclaim ed its mott o
or liberty. eq uali ty. an d fraternit y, lirst th e freed men and then the
slaves adopted the principles of the Revolution and proceeded to
put them into effect by means of armr-d uprisings . \\ 'hile the :\at ional
;\;;$('mhly in Pa ris wavered between support ing: th e bla cks a nd th e
wh ites. the former sy ~ t em a tica lly proceeded to seize con trol of the

~I.\n ,"ccount of th.'" , ..,...nls as thev ,~ff",·t,'d Rh od,' h lan d ""'y be foun d in
Ama, a:\1 EalOn_" T he Frc" r h Spolia tion Claims ;>nd R hod .. Island Cbim"'ll<'
Th , S " " aJ!. anu l/ H islMiral ne /;;,ta. IV ( I BB.'i, 188b) . 202- 2:1-1

~ ~C II . Hari ng, T he BucCimu rs i'l th" W ",t In dies in Ih" .\TfJ C"nlu TJ
{Lo ud on, 1910 j, t23, 12-1 . . .. .

e:q ', Lo thro r.< S toddard, "!'h" F rench /l1't'olutw" In .~'In DOIllIn/;o \ Bm to n,
191-1 ), 9.



we- tern half (If Hispaniola . when . in 17!lj, France Mq llin'd the
easte rn hair of Ihe isla nd a." pa rt of a pt·Me sculcmcn t \\ ith Spa in.
th e blac k armies extended o pc ra rion-, into thai a re -a. By 1801 t he
cmire i..land \\" .. under the control of t he- hlack gelln al. Toussain t
L·O ll\ tTt UIT.~ ,

The table of ar r ival s at th e po ri of Providenc e iudirntes th e efl ects
of Ihl' ."(' even ts upon t rade :

f. l" TR IH; AT Til E 1'0l<T O F I'IHn'ilIE ", C E

From ll i.l/ }(/Il if/JII
17" 0 III 1800 .'i 18W 0 1820 I
1791 25 1801 ~ t811 0 1821 0
1792 I i 1802 h 18 12 0 1822 1
179:1 13 180.1 1 18 13 1 1823 I
17"" 12 1801 0 18 H 0 182.. ..
1795 22 t805 0 181':' 0 1825 1
17"6 13 1806 2 t816 t 182fi 0
ti'·; II 1807 II 1817 U 1827 2
17" 8 .. 18n8 0 t81R 1 1828 :1
ti'.l, .. 180'1 I 181~1 (J 18~ " :1

Trade tbrou ch I 7~ 1:1 1ll ;l i nta ilwd a hiJ,; h level. re llt·n inl( lilt" I·nmomic
prospc r itv or the island under the plant.uion s~strm. Theil . as till"
."]; 1\ 1' re volt prflJ,;rrs...rd . prod uc tivit y fdl off, and r om nu-rrc wa." dis
rupred. It will Ill" noted. howe-ver, that t rade did not r r-a -c d urin g:
tilt' Quasi- " ·,ar or I 791l -1flO I : insn-.nl . rbcn - was an "\ I·r 'l ~t' of ovr-r
four arrivals a ~I' a r.

These a rri vals are- tu hi· explained by IIH' [ar-t that Pro \'idt"ll{T wa~

rradine with Tous-a iru L'Onvcrturr , a practice r-nr- ourngcd hy th e
United States eovcmmcn t and protected h~ rhe C nil t'd SlaU·1i ;'\ a \ ' y . ~;'

Indl'rd, a Rh od t' bL l1ld na \"al o llil('f, Commodore Si la~ T al bot . wa..
as...ig-ned to th e Santo Domin.r:o ~ t a l ioll and f'a rr ird (In a friend ly
t'flrres pondenn' with T ou s.-.aint 1.·0 11 \ ('f t u r t" . ~o; Thr turhulent con
d ition s pre\ 'a ilint: nn the i~land . hO\\I·\ r r, did not fan lr rxtrnsi\ e
trade . W holN-.ll t' <l trociti~ hen' pra rt in 'd on hot h sid/"."; lift' and
prupt·rt y wrrr in nm~t anl per il. l" l\{k r a Santo Domin.r::o headl inc
Iht· PrOl,i dn la ( :f/ : ('II t' reptJrtt'd in 1RUI. ·'T he mn~! horrid ."n' lw~ of
IIIl' rr i,gll of Rol lt"~Jl i rrre a re al.M llll \lJ lit" n 'ah /I'd in thi... Ilnfoctuna tf'
("() lon~." The Gf/ : I' /t r Wl'11I lin (0 ( It-~t r il w nlal<.~ n.t"fut i"ll .". "Sh ip-

~'Th,' Brit i, h 1"0nlril"' ln l to Ih ,' ,"h,IOS of tl\O" 17ClO'., loy "'i7 i n ~ j ....,.,lIi.· ,,. ,,
I' ;trt of th l"ir vro~r "l1l to h;H~ .'s II", Fro 'ru'h \\" "1 Iud i,·s. Th,"" rnnai,u'd from
17' (\ 10 17'18" W hr n tlw r kf t, j ",r mir (",,,,,," und", th,' ,"ontrol of "I ouss"i nl.

~ ;' . \ n M oou nt of navil l 0w·ra tio n. in th.· \\' r ,t Indir , a l Ih is Il,·.iod Illa ~' h I"
fou nd in Cha.Jr, W . (io ld . bom ugh, T it, [' "it ,d !}/iJttS .\"al/" / C:1"""id, (Wash
i,, !tlOn. 182.. 1. (taui",.

~"Talbo, P"JX'rI ill Th.. R hod .. h la nd Il iu vrical SO<";I'I'.
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loads of white, and mula tt oes a re [n-q uent lv -ent Irom the b land
under t he prrlt'lI ~e tlf tran~p(\rtin t: t he-m to some nt hr r : but from th e
~pl.'t·dy return uf the \t"!-.~r1s, it i ~ too evid ent how their ca rgoes have
lx-cn di sposed of." ar

In J anua ry, l RO~ , a new Fn-m h army , under Leclerc. arrived to

undertake thr- n-ronquc-t of San to Dom ingo. By J urn- Toussain t ha d
hccn def eat ed and ca ptured. Then d isaster struck th r- French forces
in the du al form of vellow feve-r and a counwrotlensive under the
11I'W black leader, J e,;n j acques D('l<.~ali ll e~ , The: W ilt \\ as com plcn-.
and in IHfH rhe remnant" of t tu- Fren ch am lY were withdrawn.
Xe xt year the Republic of H aiti decla red its independence."

Meanw hile th e Q uasi-War ht'tWt'{"1l France and the L' nit cd State
had OCf'1l terminated. Am erica n nava l pro tect ion \,' ;I~ wit hdraw n
from th r- Caribbean. and American \t'!<.·,d~ trading with the Haitians
lx-r-ame eil~y prry 10 French crui-cr-. Under t ht~· l"i rcum ."ta nn":
\"('f\ few Providence n 'l<.'CI." vcnmrrd into Hai tian wau-r- from 1803
to iB06. lk l:innin l-: in 1806 the ..vmcricnn covemmcm un dertook to
."uppr eS-.<; the trnde- altogether. From 180(i unt il the Embargo everv
\'t·l<.'-/.·I d earing for the Car ibbean wa ." req uired to ca rry a " Santo Do
mi n.l(o bond" hy \\ hirh thr- captain ark llO\\led gnl his obliga tion to
stay out of Hait ian port ~. ~ 1>

From 1BOI) to I ll ~-1- there was almos t no tr ade bt'lw I'l"1l Provid ence
an d H ispa niola. "lhc Santo Dom illl(o bonds. the Emharuo, the Wa r
of 181 2. an d ;1 ~nit' ." of uprisiue- on the bland mad e trade dilfiruh
or im pl)l'...ible. For a time tht· Spania rds rega int-d n ltltrnl of I h~ east
nn ha lf. \\h ilf' tht · wt"~t \\a~ d i\·idt·d hn wet'n it mul;ltt o pr~ldenl,

Pt:lion , and a nt·e rn kine_H r nri ( :h ristuphe ( ."ucu 's.."Or 10 Ill·l<.-.aline." ).
T rade wa s ptll<...ihlc. but d id nol attran man y \"('~"Cl" frolll I' ro\"id t'llce.
In 1822, hO\\t'\Cf. t hl' entin- i."la nd \\ as rr Ullitr d umlt'r the dictator
ship uf J ea n Pierrt · Bu ytT. mulallo suc,t"!-."Or to Pt:tion. T ht'rd at i\"("
."tahilil\ ar hi,·\("{1 under Btl\( 'r W ;I S rd lt"{"l t·d by a ."lig:ht inCfr a"l.· in
lIlt' Illl ~l ht'r of a rri\'al~ at Pro \"idt·I\, e.:w
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('\-ery small town boasted at kast one resplendent tr ade figure.
whether of Indian or other !-":('nus.

T he earliest mention or ready- ma de wlNIIit'n Indians a!' an article
or mercha ndise appea r:< in a n advertisemen t placed in a ~C'w York
papa of 18.')6 hy Edw ard H I' I1 " a tobacconist. who offered such fig
ures for sale at his store a t :n Lilx-rt v Street.

The ca n -ing of wood en Ind ians in the early days seems to han
fal len int o the ha nds or the ma kers of ships' fiK\lfehcadl'. It inerant
craftsmen, whOS(' spec ialty was paintina the wooden Indian, tr aveled
widelv. Thcv followed the \\~t ,\ ard movement and when th("y
reach~ llIin~is and ~I i("h i~a n ins pired large nu mbers or German
an d Swiss woodca rvers. a lrcadv wurkin!.: in th at area. Sizes ranged
[rom some thirtv inches to la ;l::("r-t ha~-li rl' forms. wh ile the bases
micht be crude block.<: of wood or well-shaped pl inths usually carry,
ine; a fi ttin~ advertiseme nt .

The ~i "gn'ificance or the Suci(·t ~ -, ac quisition or this wooden Indian
i~ important. The flambovant era of the IR-lO's to 1RRO's in Rhod e
Island hi-tcrv can best be S1't forth bv SIKh pin es of folk art , wh ich
include in add ition to such tr ad e si~ns: ship': fig:ureheads. tovs, circus
ornaments. weathervan cs. garden and ho use ornaments. derovs.
pri mi tive portra its and s("C!H·S. theorem ami other deco ra tive paint 
inC". Fo lk art is now dra wing: a ~reat deal of lat e hu t well-deserved
a t~ent ion from collecto rs and museums. both in exhibitions a nd pl.'f
manent installations. Holgcr Ca hill, Iormerlv the Director of th e
Ind ex of Amer ican Design. sums u p the case for folk a rt thus : "These
sculptures wert- mad e bv a nonymous craf tsme n and amateurs.
carvers. ca rpente rs. r-a birn-t mak ers. shipwrights, blacksmiths. stone
cut ter s. meta l workers. sai lors. famH'r~ , and lahorns. The wor k of
the~ men is an C'x pres.."ion or the commo n jleopll' and tlot an l~x pres

~ion of a sma ll cu ltmn! clas.~ , . , . It comes (lilt of cra ft t raditiom .
pIllS tha t persona l somethin.l:: of till' ra rt' rrafNll<tn. who is an art i ~t

hv naturC' if not I" tra in ing", . , , T here is a remarkabk ,-ariet\" of
p;~rson al styles in ;he~1' ('an"in/o;s and r as t i ll .~s and a Krcat <lea'i of
\ i!{or and im ellt ivt"nl'ss ('HIl whl'n till' tC'dllliqu t" is crude aud
primiti H" .. ,Surfa (T realism nwant no thin g tn them ror th ey tr ied
to ~et down not so much what th t'y saw as wha t Ihey knew an d relt ,
.. "Their art mirrors Ihe seilS!' an d the senlin1l'll t of a comm un ity
and is all aut hen tic expres..~ion or Am er ican l'xpC'rience: '

lOR Cari bbran Porff in ttie Foreign Comm erce [O ctober

Des truct ion of l!ll' pla ntation svsrem not on lv redu ced the- volume
of t rade but al..... 1 hrouu ht about a "changl' in th e type of exports fro m
Haiti. In the 1i 90"s vuuar had lWt"fl the ma jor export , In rhe IR20'~

suga r had prad icall y <lisapPC·ared. and coffee was left in fin.t place.
This chanJ::l' can n'i1d i l~ lie und erst ood in view of th c fact that sus,:;lr
ca m' s,:rn\\s on l ~ when pla nted a nd tended with regula r ca re. The
~t"ars of turmoil and 1/ 11' frn "ing (If the slaves ru ined th e suga r pla n
ta tio ns" ColIl'c" howevr-r, con tinues to grow and prod uce. thou gh
not abundan rlv, with littl l' or no care." The Revolu t ion in Ha it i
p ut an end to that prospn ity which had been enjoyI'd by a small
wh ite minoritv, hu t it eave 10 the people an op port unity tu bu ild a
socit'ty relatiHly f,,;oe from oppression.

~ ' Robrf1 r. .....r nha llih .\ Ihio n T il, R iu ol .\'~ u, )' o, t Po" ( ~r", Yor ~ . IQ :l9 l.
186" •
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early nincn...-m h re-nmrv is th e societv's mana cled felon, wh ich
hunl:: from the Kent Cnl;nt~ J ail in Eas~ G reenwich for man v vea rs
as a " a rn in~ til evildoers and ccrtainlv not a!' an adveni.......me rit of
th e trade or till' th id ! Another earlie; trade figure is the Soc ietv's
ropy or Ihl' oriuin al T urk 's Head . whose history- is lost in legend , I;ut
may haw IN'1{1I1l as a toharc n sign, set up in front of Smi th a nd
Sahin'l' sho p at the COT!1I' r of T own Str eet and ~rarkct Square.
P(Js..~ ihl y- the "oodl'n Ind ian is one of a few types of sho p signs tha t
survive-d til till' :!Oth r r-murv. O th er typt-·s of signs includ ed pictur
t'M'Jut" fOfl·il{nC'rs, represen ta t ives or Ame rica 's evervdav lire, figun-s
or litt'ra lun· ;lnd h i.~tory and t"' Tn prominent person a~es of th t' day.

~ f r , J. I.. .\lorrison, who wrot e an art icle on wooden Ind ians in
SnibnlT"s :\fag"a/ il1t' in 19'28. thinks tha t the first carved fi,gllfes 10
advt'rti ~t' t" ba tTO shop"~ Wt'n' r a llt-d " blar k lxlyl'" bl"('all.~t' or th t'ir
rt':-wm bLUHT to t tll' little l'\egro ~\;I\ t's . who wC'l"e brou g"ht (rolll
j a llla ir a to t'lltlTta in g r ll 'I(/('$ d l/1IIn and it was q uitl' natura l to ("( m.
Ilt·("t lhe l\' t"g I"O who wnr kl'd O il till' lohacco plantat ion ..... ith IIH' fin
i:-.ht'd prod u("1. Trad ition ha .~ it th aI the fif"~1 tohatTo In<l ia ll was a
figuf!' or POfahunl;l' ;\t Iht' door of a BO!<lon , .\l as."i:tt'hust'tts, tobacco
\"t'n dor's shop ill ("ol(mia l times, But it was not unti l th e 184 0's that
theft' was t'\ ,idt'fl(T of ma l1 ~ :--\lr h dTi,c;il's" From that t illH' on 10 l ~ ,n(J

19,')5] Th t' lI"oodn l l ndian 10'l
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In the twentieth renturv the R hode b land line goods ma rket s wer e
r-rowdcd by the product!' of Southern firms driven from the roarsr
goods fir-ld by compet ito rs in the South. the , r est . and J a pan. South
e-rn employers paid lower wage." for heavier work load s and longer
hours a .~ lon g- as other jobs wr-rr- in the n\lITT arduous an d less re
munerative agr iclJltural pursuits. Later (111 Sout hem \\ orkers secured
more Iavorabk- t('rIUS of employment \\ hen the Sout h herarri't' indus
rrialized and subject to unionization and nati onal minimum standard
Ieg- isla tion. By that tirnr-, prod uctivitv had iru-rcuxcd: humidifiers.
long draft spindles. and au tomati c looms had h('cn ad opt ed ; and the
wOl'kns had hecomc expnien(:cd. T echnical cOlldition s in sOllle of
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"\ lar g-e number of employers con t inued 10 oppose government
intervention. particu larl y hour legislat ioll. The y justified the lon g
hours of work on the basis tha t the work W3!' not ard uous and did
not endanger health . T hey feared that ...hortr-r hours would increase
costs and decrease productivit y• since workers might develop habits
of laziness an d drunkenness during: the extra leisure time. They
warned tha t sta te regu lation s would hand icap the mills in compcti
tion with the producers in unreuulat cd low cost areas and hri ng about
further cu rtail ment of mill operation and employment .

G rad ually the opposition u, gO\Trnment regulation lessened . Lead
in,l::" emplovers recognizcd that shorter work per iods and the employ
mcnt of adults ('(llllrihutnl III pla nt d ficil'lJ(·y. wh ile high work in,1::"
standards deserved protection. The n-rhnicu l innovations whic h had
rendered child labor uuprofitabk- proved mon- potent in f('\Trsing
the opposition to child labor laws than thr- agitation for the child ren's
cducationul ner-ds.

Allhou g-h ~( hool anti huur la \\ S and fact ory inspe-rt ion rcgulat ions
wne enacted, they were not provided wit h adequate means of en
[orr-r-nu-n t or supporn-d hy sustained public inte rest. Elferti\'C lcgisia
tion was opposed. HOW(·\Tr. the con cern about substand ard condi
tiuns led to r onsuur tivc action in the next century.

the Southern mills equaled and even surpassr-d those of thr- R hod e
Isla nd plants.

:\ few lar ge holding' compa nies wvrr- organized in the 1 ~20's in
o rd er to scr-urr- finan cial resnurr- r-s a nd st ronger market positions.
Unfortunntelv t he finan cial ad,"antages of the holdin g' r-um pan ic"
werr- over-ran-d . 100 man y obsolete plants were bouaht , and not
en ough investment wa s marie in modernization . Finns wi th more
than fin.nOn spindles proved to he less efficient .

\\"h l'l1 the demand for cotton good:- decreased sharply in th e
I~ 1 :! O·s. sever nl Rhode Island ma nufacturers curta iled opera tion and
transferred part O [ all of their investments to So uthern areas. In the
deprec-ion of the I ~13(), ~ many mills became bankrupt and abandoned
cotton manufacture permancnt lv. Build ings were torn down, and
machincrv was scrapped. By 193."1 Rhod e Island had lost from ~ 4 to

30 per cent of her cot ton machincrv. \\' hik the scrapped ma chi nes
were obsolete. th e workers were employable. left in desert ed mi ll vil
lagcs without hope of furt her jol».

In man y of the ar-tive plants workin g- conditions deteriorated and
emplo yment was uncertain . Technological r han,c:es threatened jobs.
upset workin,l:(" habits. downg-raded job sta tus, and blocked prom o
tions . ,\ k chan i('al innovations simplified machine tendin g so as to
require lrss skill and physical strength and shorter period s of tra inin g,
Fewer ...killed wor kers were needed even in th e product ion of liner
mate rial», \\'hen workers struck or threatened to st rike. many mill s
rinsed : they reopened only when cmplovces acc epted heavier work
loads and wage cuts.

The uncmpluvmcru and wage reduction!' sr-r-nu-d more ...r-rious to
the workers of the twentiet h renturv than to the employees in the
earl y mills. In the previous ccnturv not ~(l man y were unemployed at
a lime. and the johh-cs could turn to domestic or farm labor. In th e
1930's thousands were unemployed with no other means of suppor t.

T roubled by the tremendous relief expenditures and tax es. local
husincss.. ur~anizations and the State Reh abilit at ion Committee en
ch-avored to attract [Jew enterprises. They promoted the industrial
advanta ges of the slate and enccuraucd economic diversification
rat her than the extreme specializariou of the pa~t.

Cooperativl' a .c:rl'emell1~ werc sponsorn! by thl' COtlOIl T extile
I tI ~ ti tll t l' and tht' ;\a lional Cot(On '\ Ianllfactun'r~ ' A:O-"I J('iation to

111lnhor l' roblesns in U. 1. COt/O il Jlith
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eliminate substandard cond itions and to stabilize cmplov mcnt. Small
mills refused to cooperate. :\ cotton textile ro de for minimum stand
ards was !'et up under the Xational Ind ustr ial RtTO\Try Act of 193 3.
but the code was not effectively enforced . li s administration was
bloc ked by confusion and delays: it pleased neither executives. work
ers, nor the small milk Finally, in ~ [a y 1 ~13j, the an was declared
unconst itut ionaI.

Thereafter the Colton T ext ile Institute and the National Cotton
Manufact urers Association confined their effort s to public relations
and coopera tive research programs. Both sought to attain public
favor and helpful government reg ulations and to pren~l1t ad\"erse
govern ment restrictions. Buth also promoted new prod uct!' and
advised more efficien t pro duction and merchandizi ng methods. func
tions of major importance for firms too small to alford independent
resea rch .

The permanent elimination of obsolete machinery and plants in
the I~no's improved the industry's competit ive position and red uced
the number of substandard mills. xlccbaniznrion req uired larger
capital investments an d made difficult the establishment of new
enterprises.

Th roughout the d iffi cult yean; of the 1920's and the 1930's ma n
agerial. ma rketing, and technical readjustments con tin ued to be
made by leading: firms. W hen pessimists warned that other fabr ics
had supplemented CO IIO Il . these firms devised new prod ucts and
found new markets. Scientific management met hods and employer
employee programs were adopted 10 increase productivity. Although
no t always successful, mana gement recognized the significance of
employee altitudes. Efficient ar ra ng-ements of machinery. proper
lightin.l:" , and controlled ventilation and humidity were found valu
able. Modern electri c li.((:htillg fixtures, laruer window s, and saw
toothed roofs provided better light ing and red uced imperfect ions.
Vacuum strip pers and humidifiers checked hrr-akaqe, helped to pro 
duce superior yarn and d oth. and brought r-h-atu-r air and itiiprovcd
temperature to the .....orkers.

T he average hourly and weekl y earning!'of the rouon mill workers
rema ined far below the average ea rnings of emplovees in other in
dustries. Althou gh prod ucti virv had increased and efficicncv-win ning
me-t hods of wage pa yment had been ado pted ill the leadin g mills , the

,
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resulting sa \' in l..~ led 10 pr ice cu ts rather than to increased wage s and
it .....as the cons ume r who benefited . In the 1 9~O' s a nd 1930's wage
reductions of (rom 10 10 30 P'" cent and even of 50 pI'r (Tnt were
im posed. As uni ons gained morr- bargaini ng- pow cr. th e ea rni ngs of
th e relarivelv sca rce skilled workers incr eased somew hat. but the
w ages of the semi-skilled and the unskilled remained relatively low .

By the la te I930'i' wage rates rose as a result of the combined influ
en rc of minim um standard legislati on , ind ust ria l unionization, and
the developmen t of highly-paid jobs in the new war plants. Backed
by impressive cost of living stat istics, the T extile Workers of the C IO
demanded wage adjustments to r-over increased costs of living . Em
plover s decla red that the workers' productivir v and the plants' fina n
r-ia l resources would not allow wage ad vances. but the wa ges were
increased . T he Rhode Island Departmen t of Labo r estimated that
within one year, from J une 194-1 to J une 1942, average weekly earn
ings in fifty Rh ode Island cotton mills increased from about .$ 21 to
alm ost S~ii, or about 24 per ecru . By April 1943 aHrage weekly
t·arnings were over $32 . St ill the cotton mill workers' earning... were
am ong the lowest paid in the sta te.

By th e late 1930's liberal manufacturers had realized that regular
and adequate incom e secured and held efficient w or kers . while low
wages and irreg-ular employment hurt workers' morale , impaired
efficienc y and often stirred up labor t roubl e th at cost more than was
saved through pa ying- low wages. By that time, only a few manufac
turers just ified the low wagei' as family income whi ch afforded ade
quate sustena nce when th e members of a famil y combin ed their
ca m mgs.

\ \' ork schedules were red uced volu ntarily in a number of mills
after 1900 and in all mill!' when thr- Rhod e Isla nd l egi s la t un~ re
str icted the hours of women and minors to fifty-eight in 1902 , fifty-six
in 1909 , fifty-four in EHJ. and finall y to Ion v-cight in 1936 . Though
men were net afferted until the Fair Labor Sta ndards Act of 1938,
too few were employed to allow the mills to operate on sch edules
lon ger than th e k gal maximum. The enac tment of the national 1938
Fair Labor Standards Act helped to remove the competitive dis
ad vantage of the state maximum hour law by requiring time and a
ha lf for overt ime over fort y hours.

In some mill!' the night shift was elim inated either because night
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workt' r~ we-rt- deem ed It'~' efficien t and more like lv to lx- absen t, or
I"wcauM' tilt' Xarion al Cott on ~l anufa(luren< A~<;(J(' iati (l1l rerum
mended tha t excess t;lpat'ity mieln he red uced th erebv. So... ial wor k
(T~ had lon ~ warned that nig ht wor k endangered the health and
welfa re of tilt' wor kers. t'~pedaJly of the wom en \\ ho had d une, at
horne durin~ the day. Durin g th e war emerge ncy of the I~H(r~ nieht
:-hifb were utilized aua in. and women and minors were tMTa"ionalh
a llowed to \\011 lou l.: t'r than th e legal maxim um , .

' \"ork schedu les \H 'n' also adju-red to allow for r e -t peri ods and
longer lunch periods. A state law of 194-:1 di rected man ulacturr- rs to
provide at least a t\\t"nty m in ute lunch period after six hours of work .
~ I any firms allo \\ed thirty minutes for lunc h; a few offered an hour.
RN-t periods of ten or fifteen minutes in the forenoon and a fternoon
were provided in some plants : in one firm where work as....ignments
were heavv a It'll minute r~l period was req uired after eH'T\ fift\
minutes. . .

In other ind ustries extensiw personnel pro~ams initiated effective
hiring, trai ning. a nd supervision practices. ,,'or kers were encouraged
to exprcs.... th eir ideas, air their ~i('\·ancC'S. share responsibilities. and
promot t' team work. It was oh~""'rH'd tha t workers desired recognition
and ser uruv fa ir \\ ork inKa-,..ignments and suitable li'"ing: conditions.
as wel l as hiehcr waKes an d sho rter hours. Attem pt- werr- made to
explain eh;lIlc:t.... t h"t disturht'd work hahi~, tugiH adt'quatt- not in '
of di:-mis......l L and in MlIlW ,as.es, d i:-mi!o...al wal{esc if workt'rs \ \I'f(' 110

longe r net"dt"d ,

Bt' cau~ uf th e pl'O\'{'d al!\'anlage!' of personnel wor k in nllwr in
d usctrit"!>, a ft'w ,OltOIl mill cxt"Cutin"s ado pted persu nnd pro gram s.
Unfortu nat t"iy tlwir pnsonnd depa rtnU'nts were often in;u1t"qu att '"
sta lTt'd anc! final\lt 'd and the y W ("f( ' resctr ictt'd to d eri, a l duties, H i;
ing, firing, an d t rai ning n llltinut'd to he t'arrird on by foremen , whilt"
genera l pl"r!'()fJud polk k s \H'rt" (ormu latt"d by O\Trseers and scupnin
lt~ndt"llt sc. In the btt, EUO"s Iwrsconnd depart ments wn,' l'lllarKed
ami 1110f(' d lifien t ernplnymellt, tra ining, allli fo]lo.....-up tt'din iqut"sc
WC I' t' ado ph 'd . ElToTt!' W('fe made to build up con tin uuus n lllt an .~

ht,tw("'tl man ac:ellwnt and lahor , to eX(' ha nge ideas ab out plant proh 
Inns, a nd to ",:tt l(' .L{ rit'\'a nn·!> promptly.

A few t'lllployn -t'lllployt·(· program s .....erc insta lled in the 1 ! I ~O\

oft('n as a way to t""l llllt' lJut...idt· un ions. T heir ach in cll1 Cllts Wt"!' t'
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limited hy the com peririon from plants wilh 10 \\("( r-mplov me ut
sta ndard... T (M) ofte-n the workers lx-lir-vr-d tha t sue h programs wert
use-d to reduce wages, to increa -c work load.'. and to curb un ioniza 
tion. In th e la te EU(fs tilt' progrilms wert- modified tu meet the
requi rements of the wagner Labor Relat ions An or were ta ken ove r
by outside unions.

Recreat ional a nd welta re SI"f\ in.... \\elt' introd uced du ring the first
\ \"orld \, 'a r, in some eaSf"S to t"!'{'ape pa yment of war taxes or to avoid
unionization. Few were cont inued after the War. ~li ll village Iacili
ties were not repaired , and most (If the fomp;my housing and com
munity bui ldings were sold in the 19~O's and 1930'~..\~ late a.' the
19Hrl' m;lIly mills were without suitable re-t rooms or cafeterias, and
[rw offered insurance or pension pro~"m!', Well-eq uipped clinics
and safr-tv programs were in- titurcd. hl}\\('\Tf, as a result of the en
Iorrernent of com prehensive \\ urkmrn 's compensation leuixlation .

In the twent ieth rcnturv some of the national olfuial:..(If the ne wly
oruanizcd I,"nited Textile '''orken; realize-d the need for industria l
oreanizaiion and protective It'.c:islat ion . "lhcir craft locals dun!.! tu
craft policies and point ed to the Failure of the K nicho, of La bor as an
example of the wea kues..of all-inclusive "uplih " methods. The labur
de ma nds of th e Firsr World War helped to perpetua te cra ft policies.
while the unfavorable Supre me Court decisions of the 1920's dis
coura.!.!ed tht· fi.ght for prot en i\ e lcgi!'tl tion. T he re!'uhi ng delay in
stmctural reorganilation and 1l(' l.! lt,rt of pol it ir. t1 ,In ion \\f'a kt'ned
the United T cxti!c Workt'n>.

Dis.."Cm ion and sr,es.~ion d is..'ipated un ion s t rell~'1h and fina n,e,
Dis..'at i!'(aetion inueas.ed whell ttlt' IMt ion;t1 fa ilt'd to attai n collceti \'c
ha rg-a inin g ga ins. stri ke \'irtorit''' , or prottTt in- le.l.;isla tiull aftt'f tht'
Fin;t " ·orld War. Finally, afh' r M'\ t'r..I" t'(· t's.."io ll~, ..t rike llls."cs, and
the suffering f('sult inc: frllm unem ployment, wa ge cuts, and ant i
union dri\cs. hot h ind ustria l lInion i/.ati nn and po litical act ion ht"
('allH" a pt"rmarH'lH unio n prog-ra m,

'I'hl' ...tr ike failulT~ durinc: th t' tlt'pn'!o...i,' n ye;lrs of 1 92 ~ a nd I ~ I : I :I

taught k!o.'otls in ma s."or.c:ani/a tioll am i puhli c rela tions. Union It'ad ·
ers wcre tou glwlH"d by their di lli,ult npnir ntTS, Tlwy had sc('n their
locals drstroyed and tht' Ul1 iOIHlla ll;u~rmen t pro .c:rams fail. Thc~

rca Ii/cd that wOllwn and un...killed wllrk l' rs mll st ht' organized . The
I!1:l 4 st rike d nnoll.- tr atnl the d fn t i\ elH" !o.' of ll1 a~ m("("ting". MJund
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truc ks, mo tor cavalcades, nt'w~papt-'r puhlicitv. and rudio hroadrasts.
T he dramatic con flict OHr industrial unionism in the American

Federation of l"IIXJr dur-ing the mid·19.l0·~ involved the couon mill
"' tlr~a' rs.for their national.Hie United Textile \ ,"orh rs. w ax a mrm
be-r o] thr Committee of Ind ust rial O rganization that ", ithd rl'w from
the American Federa t ion of Labor. ' ''ith the help of the financial
resources and leadership of the Amalgamated Clothil1~ Workl·rs. th e
tr xtilc union leaders bega n an agg rcs-ivc organiza tion drive in the
Xonh a nd Sou th. Beca use of loca l jealousies and disappoinunents.
a kw of th e locals and their leaders returned to th e American Fedora
tiou of Labo r and secured the old United Textile workers' charter.
T he major ity of (he u-xtih- locals Mayed with the Congress of Ind us
tr ial O rga nizations an d reorganiz ed as the T extile \ \'orkns (If Anu-r
ira . Alth ough the revived United Textile Workers was primarily
ronccm ed with the unionization Ilf the woo len a nd worsu-d wnrkr-rs
in Rh ude bland . its r ivalry fur ther retard ed effective onranizaiion of
t he co t ton workers.

~I ea ll\~ h i le an a ll-inc lusive Independent T rades Union MItCl'!>.....
flilly organized workers in a va riety of ind ustries in and ncar Woo n
suckf"t. The Independent".... ~lI"ia l. econcmic. and politica l programs.
and its standard union manacerncnt con tracts- not only unified hete- ro
~(,IH'OU~ groups of worker!' into a forceful union, bu t abo won tex tile
work ers a"'ay {rom the older unions.

In spite of membership 11l~"f"'s and contract termina tions during the
rf'Ct'!-."iun of 19J7 the T extile \\'(Jrh n.' union ~aint"d valuable experi
cure. T h eir contracts '" ere \\ rinen agreements d rawn lip in accord
ancc with basic un ion standa rds. " 'orken. with no previous union
experience "'ere or~an izf"d. Lo cal leader!' ~~erc !-.-inn tr<linin!: in joh
r\altlilt ioll and time studi t'l- il~ preparat ion for uniun man agt'lllent
nq.:H1 ia t ion!', Economic an d .'ilKia l program!' were dn 'iM'd to unify
the work('fs and encou rage tlwir art in ' support of llllion afli ,·it ies.
\ \' llllll' ll \\ OI' ker.- Wl're gin'n a morc importan t part in the lot1flI ..... and
imllli,l{ra llt workf"rs were help t'd to !Jecollle Ilaturalil.t·d citizens. l"egi:-
(f"n ,d vote rs, and pa rt icipa nts in the un ion p rogra m:-.

Pol it ical an ion beu mu' a pt'fIlMIWIll union funetioll . lIot ju~ t a
(k pre:"."illll tt·r hnique. Steps to form a labo r party in Rhodl' Islan d in
EU:') and !!U/i failed : too momy minority grou ps existed, and there
"-l'r f" not l'nou,gh Icaders. ~tirring i.....~ues. ur ",ufficil'nt ('oll1 nlll llity ()f

in terests..\ vigilant labor lobby was maintained. and -trong political
hac king: was gained. The Rep ublica n and Democratic parties did
not long overlook the va lue of a favorable lahor ronstituencv. " 'hen
a constitutional revision altered the Senate's g-eo~raphical basis uf
represernauon, the wor kers in the densely populated cities won even
mure influenc e. By the ea rly 194 0's both ....tate and national Iegisla
tures had enacted maximum hour and minimum wage laws. out
lawed ch ild labor. chec ked the arbi t ra ry use of injunctions in labo r
disputes. legalized collective bargaining. and provided social secu rity,

In the 1930's law s and co urt decisions declared cmplovers' anti
unio n tact ics illegal: in the mid·1 940's the}' restricted labor uni on
abuses. Tht' Non-is-La Guardia Act of 1 ~n2 and the Mate anti
inj un ction law preven ted the arbitrary use of in junct ions. Clause 7A
in the Nat ion al Recove ry Act of 1933 ren Jgnizl'd collec tive ba rgain
ing. The W,, /-.'l1t'f Labor Relat ions Act legali zed collec t ive bargain
ing and c ut lawr-d ant i-union pract ices. M ennw hih- the unions' rna...."
orga nizat ion tact ics, ju risd iction al disputes. ami wa rt jnu- labor dis
pu tes antagonized the public. In 1947 th e Tan-Har tky Af t amen ded
the Wag-ner Act. outlawed union abuses. and restri cted union
activities.

By the 1940's leading plants had been organized. Unions had
gained recogn it ion. bet ter working conditions. scnioritv rights, and
pensions. Standard contracts were Iorrnulated by research staffs to
stabilize working cond it ions and chec k unfair competition.

M a nagem en t and un ion s. gra d ually deve loped techniques of CQ

ope ra tion. Both had mu tual interests in efficient business methods
that would incr ease payroll... a nd pro fits. Both also had sha rp diffe r
('nces of opiniun. ~I ana ~cmrnt<; resi!'ted union infringl·m f" llt of ex
e,uti,' c function!' and union request!' for bc.'Ilt'fit~ th at inl"Teasc-d er o
nom if" n):-ts. Unio n lt'adrrs and workcr!' resent ed ma na.l{ement delay:
in .g'ant ing- long: dl'!'irt'd impro n'ments and managenwllt·s. M'em ing
di~in t l'Test in sor ial l·o."ts. It ",a." a s. important for unions to give up
jur isdictional dispu lt· ~ , una uthorized ~t ri k t's, and ITM rir t ivc wor k
pract ict's- a~ it was for mana.l-!:t·ll\ellt lo 1I11derl'tand t Ill' worklTs' m·c(!.".
the value of colll,C' tin' ba rg:ainill /-!:, a nd th .. prom pt M,tt k mt'nt of
grievances,

T he sett ll'mcllt of di"pu tes was promoted hy tht' mt'd ia t ion and
cllnf"ilia tion M'rYitT!' olfl'n'd by the st<llt' and na tionalg-ovem ml·nt.....
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EfTor t... '" ere made 10 narrow areas of disagreement and I n encourage
the prompt con..iderat inn of la bor grin'allcr.- twfofr ItW\ culmina ted
into major labor j"'IIt's. .

In th e 1930's a nd 19·1(l's th e fight for minim um standard lc,gisla 
tion had wnn IIw suppo rt of org:lnil.a t iom such as the Rhode 1 ~land

League of \\ 'Olnl"1l Voters, till.' l nu-rdenominarion al Commis..ion of
Social Action. and both the ...tal c an d national Consumers' Leauur-s.
Consumer educ at ion an d ("OIn 01 i...... ion ... of investiga tion at tem pted to
roun u-rac t the co m mon hahit of :-hopping accord ing to sty les an d
p rices with link- t hough t of t he standa rds under which purchase,
were produced. It was poin ted out that price reductions mi.c;hl be
the result of pro duction under <ub-ta ndard and unhvzienic labor
condi tions rather th an the efficient 11.'(' of resources. Suci~1 conscious
ness C;re\\ under th e impact of unempk» rncm. relief needs. and labor
stri fe that upset com mu nitv pc.'ace and convenience.

Alth ough sta te laws had improved the standards of work for
women and child ren . leadi ng ma nufact ure rs concluded that sta re
re gulat ion offered inadequate protcrrion. lnterstnn- Cll lll paet~ were
made to ~u pport minimum stan da rds, bUI thcv provr-d iru-Hrctual.
States with lower standa rds would not jo in and there \\ ,IS no author
ity to enforc e conformily, Emplo~ n~ in th e Southeastern ~t a l t'~ ~up'

ported proposal s for nati onal ft'c;ulation when they experienc ed
X'HTe com petition from mills in unreuul.nr-d arr-as further Sout h and
Sollthwe~1. In J938 the Fair L"llx)r Standa rds Act requi red th ai
interstat e bu~i ne~:" gra m minimum wac;~. tim(' and a half for work
on r fony hours. a nd th(' aboli~hment Ilf ('hi ld labor. A tn t ile coo1
O1 itt e(' wa~ appointed to carryon (urlhl'r im"~tigatilln, ad ,'an(e
wac;e:< ahmT tlw minimum. and narrow the .;\orth,Su llth wage dif
(("Tenti a!.

In the d('pft~sifJn of thl' 1 9JO'~ Rh od,' bland ("( JU ld no t cope with
Ih(' h urden of rdid \\ ork. T ht' Iwed for nationa l rllwrg:enn relief
dl'momtrated the ad , -isahilit," of .sodal "!Turit," long: :\( I \'(,~ ted b\
liheralleaders. Pmh]t 'I1I,s of 1~Il t'lII pl (J ~nH'tl t. o l~I'a~ I'.' ; lnd th (' ca re (;f
lilt' dependent and handicapped weT!' lackl ed throu ~h thl' national
Sorial Secur ity An of 19J:i a nd ~ lI lN'q lll' llt ~ t a te It',C;isLuillll. Ih th e
mid- 19-l0'~ Rh llt!e Island had piOtl,'t'H'd in rd onnin c; the ~iate\
adm i ni~t r;l tion of 'o,(l{"ia l S('cllriIY. puhlic wclfan', and \'Orklllell'~

(·ol1lpt.·nsa tiun. I'uhlil' a~s i.stanc (' was n'or~an ilt'd undl'f a unifonn

and ITllIraliLed administration and unneo-sss,arv record keeping wa~

elimina ted. Aid wa~ g:in'n on thr- llil~i~ of II('('"d. without residence or
citizen-hip qunhficnnor», \\"llrknwn's rompensation e-volved from
an inadequa te progra m of financial n-hrf for inj ured workers 10 a
well-rounded pro.ura m of fina ncia l aid and rehabilita t ion [ur work ers
hur t by accident or occ upationa l di"!·a S(~. In 19-t:! Rhode Isla nd
set lip a state disabilit v insurum e pro.c:ram,

Social SITurily legislation helped I I I keep subs tandard em plovee,
OUI of the lab or market. The l aXl' ~ for Social Security benefits wer e
far more construc tive than taxes for public relief or th e ('tl~1 of private
a id to fami lies of underpaid workers. e-peciallv when suc h relief in
di rectlv subsidized substandard m ilk Social Securit y aid for de pend
cut children and wido wed mo thers kcpr rhe children at !>("hool and the
mothers at home, Beca use of unemplovment compensa tion benefits.
unem ployed workt'fl' wer r- Ie:.." w ill in ~ to accept substandard condi
t ion~ im pose-d d uring de pressions. while th ey were encouraged h~

public crnplovment offices 10 mO' I' out of a reas of labor surplus.
There has lx-rn some question a~ 10 whether nat ional min imum

sta nda rds an d Sll("ial Security lceislarion migh t im posed ha ndicaps
Upoll manufartun-rs in com petition with low r-ost areas in other part~

!If th e world..such as the Orient or South Ann-r ica. Intern ational
;l ~reenH'nt~ miuht mainta in m inimum sta nda rds of work : economic
diversification of the low standard coun t ries might help to push up
th('ir low ~talld;If(b. But it i1' d uhi om whelher ~uch adju~lmelll1'

could be attailll·d linT a hide e11Ou.l:h Mea or in ~hon enou~h t ime
\(l be of an~' a...si~I'lI1c(, to manufMtu rel1' in the C nilcd Sta te.\>,

T hus thl" Rlltxle Isla nd mill~' enduring 1'ucce:..s will continue to
depend upon their ~und adaptatioll in mana~('riaJ. marketin .g. and
prod Ul,tion techniqUe:<, and labor rela tiomh ip:-.. T he manufacturers
\\ ho ~uryi\ed dilllcult pc.'riods of hll S illl'~s de pre-.sion and compc.·tition
in the pa~1 prll\ n ! that up-to-d alt· an d etlll"ieIll u-.(' of materia l and
human rl"Snllfl l'~ nnild efIt'fl i\ d y IIlITt markel dl'lllands alld that
highrr ~talHbrds of \\urk were pus-sibil' and profil abk,
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T H ER E is ra n-lv a visitor to J ohn Bro wn HOII~'

who doc!' not exclaim O \"(, t he fine collection of

furni ture. m(l~ll y of Rhode Island origi n. thai

has come to T he Rh od e Island Historical Society du r

ing: the pa ....t few yt"a r:<. Rt·a li1.ing th at these pieces a re

of not only local hUI also of na tion-wide interest. th e

Soc iety feels th at its members as well OIl' a ut horit ic.... 0 11

American cabinet ma kinu would apprecia te ha ving a

derailed descr-i ption of thorn. We propose to publish a

1l1l 111 Il(' r of pbotogra phs with rornments in RhOtJr Islt/nd
lIistOf)'. Eventua llv t ht·y willhecollected and published
a .... a ca ta log.

~ Ir. Ralph E. Carpcnn-r, Jr.. the compiler of the
ca talog. is ackno.... lcdg rd as a n authority on ('arl y

American fu rniture and the a utho r of Th e . !Ttl and
Craftl of X eu'porl R hode IJiand 16-lfl-1820. and T he

Fifl.l' Best lhstonr American JlO U JeJ. H I" has been

1.1rg('l~ responsible fOT the o utstanding exhibitions of

Rhode Island Iurnirure in the Xichols-wanton- Hunn-r

Hou:-t' in :\e\\ purt since 19:H .

CATALOG oj'

T HE RHODE ISLAND

HIST ORI CAL SOCIETY

FURNITURE CO LLECT ION

1~1' RALPH E. CA RPE~TE R. JR.

THE RH ODE ISL\;,\1l HISTO RI C.\E SOC I ET Y

FIFTY·TIIT) I'O\\'E(( ST REET . I'RO\' IDI ::W:E
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J. EASY C H A I R

Jtahog(/II.l'

Xcwport l i50-17GO

' ! 'OW II:<t' 1ld-Ooddard

Durin,1.; the period 1750- 1760, when it can he assumed this (hair was
made, there were at least two Goddards and six Townscnds acrivclv
working in Newport. T wo years ago when TIle ,.el fls and Craits 0/
Xew/JOrl Rhude I sland was wriucn ther e seemed to be sufficient
rvidenrr- to attribute it "probably" to John Goddard. Today the
author hesitates to even ma ke sin-h a gut'ss. What can he said is that
the dl'si,C:11 of bo th the claw (eel ami the turned sucu-hers arc prac
tica lly identical to those of the Sheffield side chai rs ( . l ll t ;q ll l'S. J uly
19~F) p. .f+ ). whic h have a history bark to J ohn TOWIl~·1H1. Simila r
f tTt arc found 011 a bed (Collect ion of Cornelius C. .\ loore ) ha\'ing
t ill' same history of ownership, The Shetlield side chair has 0 11 its
nest rail all area of crossh a tching with punch ma rks, a feature found
on labeled pieces by Joh n Townsend. Bec-a use uf the dose familv
relationship by ma rr iage. or by birth, between alluf eight Uoddards
and Town-e-nds .....or king 1750-171iO, assumptions can be frcclv made
as \{J wh~ Ol1e might ha ve prod uced work with identica l design char
acrcrisuo 10 une of the ot hers, To mention only a few:

I, J ohn Goddard and J ob Townsend because J oh n mar
ried J ob's da ught er.

' I Christopher Townsend and j ob Townsend because tht'y
were brothers and on ly a Icw years a part ill age.

: ~ . John Goddard and J ohn Townsend because they were
almost the same agoC'. and John Goddard married J ohn
Townsend's cousin.

.1. John Godda rd and J oh T ownsend j r. because t hc~

\HTf olll~- a few years apart in age. and John married
Joh's siste r.

We are SIIlT, however. tha t this fine, bold easy chair bears unmistak
able r-haracteristirs of Townsend-Goddard craftsmanship and it is
the onb such chair know n to the author.

Ex-colh-rtion Hcn rv A. Hoffman
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2. SIDE CHAIR
Jlaho.l:tlll \'

Xew pon 1 7 .HI- 1 7 ~1 f)

This tint" side chair i!"> an u mNI'11 t-x.uuple of a usual ty pe. Seldom
is 011(" seen tha t ."0 compktdy di-pla , ~ de finite an d identifiable
'1'0\\ nsend-Gcddard cha racterjstic s. "llu- ..h"pinj,! of the leg. t he claw
feel. and the tu rned strch-ht"p, an" in the same classification as the
t'asy chair ( :\0. I ) , as art- th ree .uhcr ..idl" chairs:

I. The Karolik Col lection ill the - Boston ~I u~um of Fine
Art s includes a ..ide chair :\0. 1-10 on pa~e 143 of the
catalogue ] wh ich difler-, olll~ ill that it has a pierced
splat.

.) T he Metropolitan :\I u."('um has on loan a chair that
differs in that the knees an- carved . the sear is square.
the spla t is pierced . and the ..lu-ll 011 til(' cre-t ra il is more
hi,ghly developed.

J. T he Hunter House in :"1"\\ port has nn loan a chair
( Fig. I. page H , A ntiques. Jul y 19:d ) that diff ers in
that the bad is in the "Chippendale" -tvle.

II is inte resting to nol l" that ill spite of the gn-at many chairs that
can be placed in the same gt')wral ra ln.:ory, t hl"~' arc th e onlv nncs
with the same claw feet , tur ned sm-ulu-r-, and exccpl for the Hunter
Hou se ch ai r, th e same- sha ping of Ihe back.

In th esr- cha irs the ria ..... fnot i~ wehh-x- and li lt' kg seems a litt le
" bent" whe re it joins th e tnlon s, The crre-nhers are turned with
.I:realt'r "fines..r-" than usua l, with <l fillt,t provided at the po int where
lhe diameter chnu gr-s abrup rlv. ' ,'he Iln l~ fault one might find woul d
ln- that the shape of the ('ft'...t rail i~ .u-o-n urat cd ju-t a lin k too m uch.
T he knees might be thought hy sonu- to he just a litt le bulk y bUI to
«lu-rs the bulk in th e knees would II(" looke-d II pto ll as ,gi\'ing a sturdi
II ('SS, so cha racte ristic of l\'t'\\'Pllt't Iurnitun-.

Ex-w lled inll l Ien rv .\ , Hoff man
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3. S I DE CIL\I R
JJaho.!,: (IIIY

Massacbu-cus 1i j O· )7 60

.\t firsr da nce one might attribute this chair to Xewport. at least
unt il t he claw Icct were ob:<.erwd. While' there is always the possibil
ity that a ca binetmaker might hav e copied the stvle of some other
localirv. the decided backward slam to Ilw ou ter talons place the
or igin of thi .... chair in ~l aSM(hu:-c· ll !' . ( :Unfirmat ioll of this attribution
i~ fou nd in the design of the pien c'd -pl,u and the ca rving that appean;
thereon . O therwise. the :-hdl!<o lin the kurc... t he shape of the bad
and the .... hell on the' crest rail a rc ;111 \ n~ ' ("f~ ....imilar to w hat \\ e
woul d {'''pen 10 find in a X('w port chair made h~ the Townsends and
(;, sddardx, The bloc k at each end of 1111" t en I n ..tr ctchcr is not usually
fou nd in Xrwport r-hairs but then- all" a fc'" instaures where they do
app<'ar on r hai rs which have all th e ether :\n\ JX,rt attributes.

;\ chair with identical piercing of the "pla t, hu t with a "Chippen
dale" had. is shown in Vol. II of "'allan · Xuuine's Furnitu re
Tr easury :\0. 2 179. In fact Lockwo od ill hi" ' ·01 . II shows on page 82
this design of splat as a typical "Chippendale" stvle. These other
chairs a rc mentioned by wa y of poi nt in g: out that the int roduction of
a "Chippendale" !'ot ~ lc splat in a ch ai r w hirh o ther wise has "Queen
Anne" Ieaturr-s would date this chair <It the- end of one !iotyle and the
bt"KiIlIlin~ of an ot her. Sonu- ca ll this a transitional srvle. Act ual ly
design and !'ot~ k appea r to han' ( hanged n m "tantly by vnrious de
grccs. \ \"hell the ind ica tion of a ('han g:e is ahrupt or pronounced it
i... apt to lx- n-mu-d trnnsitionul.

Ex-collect ion H rurv ;\ . Hoff man
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I. SI D E C H A I R
.\/llhogI1l1l'

Rhode leland 17ii5-17uO

During the time that the Town-e-nds and Gnddanl:- \\nt' turnin.c: out
the fine block and shell pieces for the ·'carriagc trade" it ).,'Teat volume
of plainer furn iture was abo produced for the less «puh-nt citizens
and for export. T his chair is plain, sturdy, and rclativvlv inexpl'nsiH'
in design . T he lx-st mahoga ny was o ften used even though thr- design
was simple. The renter of the nest rail is unadorned. the k gs arc
plain. and the pierced sp lat is not embel lished in any way. III X l'\\'
port the stretchers seem always to have been a little thicker than
the)' were elsewhere. as in this ('<I:<t', T hen too, for somr- n-ason, t he
lu-iuht of t he bar-k of the Newpon chairs is nol q u ite so gf(~a l as t hose
of other localities. Often chairs of this g rade we re se-n t as ve nt ur e
cargo to the ports of the southern colonies and the W est Ind ies to
bring "the best price obtainable."

" 'ith slight modifications the."t" chai rs could become more .xpen
sin' models for domestic ronsumprion. The r en ter of the r rnt rai l
would h. r-msshatr hr-d or she ll-caned, the legs moulded or stop
/luted, and the spla t emhrllishcd with scrolls or a bit of carving. The
crest ra il insn-ad of being- straight wo uld he shaped to fit the bark,
Since all these fea tu res would of cou rse inncaS(' the price. fewer wr-n

made, and as a result tht"y art" less common today.
.\ chair o f the sallie de... ign has been a ttributed to J ose ph Ra wson,

Sr., of Prnvidr-u cr- . Simi lar chairs can he a ttributed to various j\"Cw

po rt raliineunakr-rs: t iu- ' l 'owllst' ll(b, Rolx-rt I,a wto ll, and others.
The hi-torv of lhis r-huir: Ik ll ja m in \ \"ct'{h' n 17711, :\ br~ Fo \\ k l'

Weeden , I HI H, Susan Reyn o lds Wecden I B:)Il, .u-quirr-d in 1~l\ \I

from descendants h~ Elliot Fl in t. T Ilt' t'arl~ O \\lHTS lived in \ \"ir kfoJ"(1,
Rhode Isla nd ,

Ex-((>I k r t lo ll Ell lC ll Hint
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S ll\TmlH' 1' 13. l~ l;-) :) . Sunday

In fl ut-nce c,f Ct'lwra l Roch ambea u

in Rhod e Island

:I : 00 p.m.

CL \[flOR'F. IJF.B " FU ., ~ l rmho- r . (;,-n. Roc ha lllh' -a u l .Olumi _ion.
St"l<· of R h".k Island
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