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THE MONTHLY

STATEM ENT
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By GARRETT D. BYRNES

PREPOSTEROUS as_ 1t may

scem there was a np—snortmg parl:y
- on Blackstonﬂ Boulevard at the en-
o '_tl‘aﬂCE to Swan Point Ccmetery _]l.IST.
- .a quarter of a century ago this May
15. The bash br::gan Somewhere

~ _around 1:40 a.m.; lasted better than -

an hour, there was a lot of noise -

~and drinking, some of the ce:le-

brators were teary, some got bleary
and the cops didn’t lift a’ finger. -

The cemetery entrauce seemed an
appropriate place for ‘the party be-. -

cause it was the final ntes for the
street railway system whlch had
served Rhode Is]anders smc:e the

~ waning years of the Civil War, ﬁrst

with horse cars, then Wlth electnc

trolleys which made thelr dcbut in.

'-_Wdys fanned out to form a venta-. --

the late "80s. ,
To measure the importance of thls

‘sad-gay occasion, let’s first. have a
‘quick look at the era of the trolley,

the years when from Market
Square, the tracks of the street rail-

ble spider web of i mm thmughout

the state and bcyond

" The horse cars were pnmarlly for

.urban tranSportatmn Two horses.

were suff"cwm to move the. sma]l

whceled and windowed' boxes ex-
~cept on major grades when a “hﬂl

horse was hitched on.

' The great—and it was great——era |

of the electric trolley bcgan in

‘Woonsocket, whcre the ﬁrst tmlle:y
went

into opcratmn on South

.--Mam Strect on Septcmber 23, 1387

- ~The lme 1asted ::mly a few rﬂonths

" because the passengers went joy rid-
ing- for a nickel and enjoyed the:

.- novelty S0 much they wouldn t get

_“
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IN THE begmnmg tizere were hors'e cars. Thrr: is rhe E[mwmd Lme 1 888

{:-ff the cars to makc room for others

The fi rst really successful trolley
lmﬁ began in Newport on July 31,
1889,

Pm videnca Rwer on

'19 in spite of snow. on the tracks

- which interfered with traction, the_'f
'trolley company made a tnal run
~ from the Narraganset* Hotel, ther |
car loaded with local poohbahs who -
“had, if they ‘were smart, stiffened
L'thelr courage. with a visit to the cir-

cular bar of the hotel at. the D{JI'-_:

rame szybosset corner The car '.lnqmmlcks m mcrcaq;ng numbers‘
left. at noon and arrwed in Pawtuxet_:-

._-_:--45 mmutes later The ofﬁcml partyf’

- -"A deszgner Ky favome room
- Wick ford Memonev #9
Peaple elc .f -
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The - first - route. was. from-
| Thames up Franklin to the Avenue
“and onto Bath Road. By the end of
_the ﬁrst week there were eight trol-
leys I Operatlon and 6 300 peoplc .'
o we:re camed daily. _
| Provxdence had te walt a whlle o
_The Clty Councﬂ apprﬂvcd a trlalg_
::lectnr.: line out Broad Street from

-'thf: grand Umt}n Termmal over the

Market-_

| Square Approval came on May 18, -
'-1891 and. by the followmg January

”LBack Ta!k
-;':'.Thme who nork alone

A connoisseur's gmde to wda pf}p
.‘_';..Rhode I f;land s art cowzczl S .

al public in Providence began to

“enjoy the dehﬁhts of the new tmllf:y |
-cars. .

It wok only a short time to con-
. vert the numerous Providence horse
_car lines to electrmty John Dedge-_- |
- drove the last horse run on April 24, -
1894, leavmg the Chalkstone Ave-
‘nue terminus at 5:25 p.m. and pull-_ -
_ing into the Elmwood car barn at
©6:45 p.m. An era ended but there-i.
_was no party. |
~ The Cdpltallsts down the, yearsm-
"';_Wﬂham and Amasa Spracruc Mars-
.-__--den Pc:rry, J. P Morﬂan and hlS_
~ Charles S. Mellen and many others
.——-wheeler dealered
'_'busmess for all it was worth because
Cit-was a gold mine. But the. lode

-~ the

'_ _over ‘the years ran out. Henry Ford
.::-WIth his tin IIZZIC and the other ras-
cals'in Detrmt were mdkm g their tin

ruining the' ‘American [andscapc
:.._'-ichanﬁmg 1ts hf:: styla pollutmg the:

- - ) - * - m ,

Il ] - L .

. l__ .

[ "" L -

- - .-

- . w - - -

1rolley |

o ,GIQS

"m*impﬁere and in general seducing

a pOpulace 50 Stupld it didn’t know

~when it was well off

The: trolley ¢ar “Wu_»S an exciting

., ihmg If you missed one, there'd be

another along ina fe:w Thinutes;.on

~ the busiest lines, the headway was
| .often ﬁva or ten mmutes durmg rush

Maybe they swayed a bit and

. rolled a bit but the noise they made
& was jolly. The motorman had his
. clanging. bell to' warn people out of
‘the way. The conductor rang up the
| 'fares Wthh showed on a clock-like
] device - up front, .a device designed,
=, perhaps, to keep the conductors
; = honest. Then therc was the bell the:
= _'conductor rang as a s;gnal to the
' motorman that all was clear, go

| . o ahead. From under the ﬂoor from
| back | downtown_- at three -

- o’clock and the next day, the gener-

the electnc machmer}',.came an

 odor unlike any other in-the world:
~ being scwntlﬁcally inept, I called the
| sme[l ozone.: It madf* some people

srck

| Best rof all werc the open trolleys
“which’ showed up as soon as the

weather tumed nlcc 1n tha sprmz

Rhode. Islands strect railways

- had frelght ‘cars, - combination
frelght and" pdsscnger cars,. sand
_cars, water wagons to lay. the dust,
SNOW p]ows and -the ciegant car
called Oregon whlch was a funeral
_car mth handsome: archcd windows
and a Spec:lal ccmpartment up front
for the’ suest of honor in his coffin.
Before the automob:le loused
thmgs up, going for a “tmllcy ride”
- was akm to takmg a boat down the
bay 1t was the way to get'to Cres-

cent: Park- and Rocky Pomt and

Odkland Beach,, to Kerwin’s Beach

and I.mc-t)ln Woods to Rhodes or

Hunt S Mllls m go canoemg >4
e 200
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| SHORT STORY
$13 |

Dress mth a great ~
~ addition — a pair of - .
‘matchirg shorts. En]oy the
- freedom of pants mth the
‘graceful look of a prettgr,
- shaped dress. Creat for
. gardening, shoppmg or just .
'relamng on warm summer days
- Washable cotton; s:zes 10 to 20

- By Dash About. At Home Shop -
g Filene S at 'the Wa.rmck Mall |

y Maﬂ and phone urders ﬁlled Call ?3?-33(]0 qr wnte :
: Filene’s. dearw:ck Mall Wanv:ck Rl DZB&G '_ 2
1 Depr. 491 GHE S War s 8
: P‘ease send Dash P\bou‘f @ $I3 L -*' : - :
| : : QUﬂ"h 10 Size [sf Cciur 2nd Cn|or = :
':";_'_ - f :
~I;Ném%i., _ — : :
- Clhr v Statel o Tip o
| : Accnun’t Number L r B | NUOTSH N SURE | O | I :
_.:MO( ] Cbeck( e L AR T AR -
- : 'Ouis:de our normal truck c:ehvery area, please add ?5;4: far : S :
- & - handling..Add 75¢ for C.O.D.'s. Allow {0 day:—: for delwery ]
| : Rhode !sland residents add 5% safes tax.. " . 1

| lPIrﬂ'flidl;ncé Sunday Journal
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TROLLEYS

'I'he Rhode Island Compan}’," -

prﬁdﬂi‘.ﬂSSDI‘ of the United Electric
Railway, fo_und_lt profitable to get
out monthly timetables, little book-

~lets of many pages. And private

pubhshers put out elaborate book-

- lets, often up to 100 pages, which
~told the reader about the sceni¢
wonders and recreational dehghts
-~ of New England and how to rf:ach'
| | them by streetcar R '

By makmg change:s at transfer'
* points, from Providence you could
~go to New York City by trolley in
“ one direction and to Old Town,
""-'-Mamf: m- tha other. Via Woon-
- - .socket and Workester, you could get -
 to Springfield, Pittsfield and North
- Adams, Massachusetts and then on
" to Bennington, Vermont. |

-~ Closer té home, you could take
| the "‘snake line”-to Fall Rwer and
- thf:nce 10 Newport or to New Bed- -
~ ford and on to Warcham, Onset and
Monument Beach. Or you could go
~down through Warren and Bristol,
“take the ferry to Bristol Ferry on the

- Portsmouth SIde where you hada
¢hoice of tmlley lines going. down
‘East or West Main Roads to New-
~port. By way of East Greenwich and
‘the Sea View Railroad, you went to

. Wickford, Barber’s Heights, Saun-
- derstown, the Pier and Wakefield.
- This nde of 33 tmles took 2% hours
~and the fare to the Pier was 90 cents.
Until the Smtuatc ReSﬂrvmr put'

an end to it, ‘there was a 3:) mile ride

"""_.;from Provzdence to Dame]sc}n
 Connecticut, via North Scituate,
Aﬁhland Rockland, Clayvﬂle Yos-
“ter Center, and East Killingly. If
'you took_ the whole trip, the fare
. was $l 10. The 55- minute trip to
" ‘Woonsocket cost 30 cents and there
~you could transfer for Slatersville,

;- _iNasonwlle Hamswlle: and Pascoag. -

It was 17 miles to" Chepachet---_'

S through Harmony, __Lhe: service was

| B ~hourly, :_and the lixfx—hour rlde to "
3 B ';-'Chepachet cost 35 cents. L

Prowdencs and Worcester broke in
1927. . A |
‘The ﬁrst trackless tmlleys ‘which
were to give way to buses, showed

“up in January, 1932. Gasnlme ra-

tioning.in the second blg war dmve |

- many passenﬂers back to’ the trol-
leys and buses but the scrap metal

drives caused the: rails of many old
| trollcy Imes to be torn up.

- You wﬂl reca.l] that thf: ﬁrst trol-—

- ley line in Prowdence was Gut Broad
Street to Pawtuxet The last. tmlIe}_

~ on that routé ran on ‘March 20,

- 1948. On that day, the c:1ty had left

only 29 trolley cars; all running to"

_ the East Side; in 1929, the car barns o
cof Umted Electrrc had housed 711_‘ :

| Ali of which brings us to the 25ih

anniversary of" the last tmllcy in-

" Rhode island. It was on a dnzzly,
_' Chln}' Saturday President Truman |

~ got the banner lines on page oner “of
‘the Journal that morning because,
. to everyone's astonishment, he had
."_recoﬂmzr;:d thf: Zlonist State: of

- Israel

- The Gnly. plcture above the: fold

on that page one showcd the front -
~end of UER car No. 2108 with Wii-
ham- Durfee a 39-—year veteran of
_the trolleys, at the controls. The car

- was the ofﬁmal last car to TUn m o
Rhode Island . |

The schedule called fﬂl’ ND 2108

__'Qta leave Dorrancc Street on the;_ o
~ Butler Avenue run to the Swan
Point termmus at I a m ‘but the last
- car d]dﬂ t get away from downtown

unfil 1:17. It was _;ammed-—-ever}’-'

seat, every strap, front and back

platf{}rms So three ather tmileys -

- were aSSIgned to back up. No. 2108
- and they ran jammed, too. The trol-

z ;ley-?. were escorted by threc pohce:: -
~scout cars-and about a dozen prl— |

- vate automablles e |
- In the official last car rode W]l- o
o ,_ham Marton then ‘as now bur—

 nishing the name of Sheratan Billat
- "To get to Boston you could {:0 b}_'--_ -

[way of Taunton and- Brockton or by
* aroute that roughly followed the
o ]Post Road through Plamwl]e Wa]- o

o -'_pole and Norwood. L
- The private: autamobde and buses |
o began to put thf: qmetus on the trol-
~ leys'in the "20s. The jitney war didn’t

‘help. By the-end of 1920, the Boston

-'-of Ice, a. coo]cr and mstead of

e route through Tdunten and Brock- T_champagne, glasses fmm Waterfﬁrd L )

" ton was done. So was the Sea VIGW-.: - "a goodly supply of paper. cups

.:routf.: to the Pler and the line to |
| Dame]son The trolle}" lmk between

‘that time was doing the publmty R
| work for thc Sheraton—Blltmore and e
true to his expectations, he got the

- name of the hotel-—and his, too—in

- the story of the Iast trolley He sim-
~ply took along a case of Moet et =
Chandon c:hampagne: two. wailers.

o fmm the Bacchante Room plenty L

At Swan Pomt ln the ﬂlare of red -

- h ire ﬂares dmlks were: on the Shera-. -

)-6'_
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| TROLLEYS.....

ton. - Some of the sentimentalists in
the large crowd had their own stim-

ulus to tears in their hip pockets."
Fifty members of the German Club .
of Pawtucket brought along the
makmﬂs of their own celebration in

_honor of Thomas Giblin, 62, who

had the controls of the qﬂcond trol-
ley in line. There bcmg no more trol- |
leys, Mr. Glblll’l was about to retire.

Someone got into the Shcraton S

“ice bucket and began to throw the
ice overboard. This prompted a true

| - trolley buff to shout “Ice on the
- | rails! and he began throwing sand

from the front platform sand box
~ on the ice to assure traction. The
- sand got into the eyes of Alphonse

McGloin, a character who showed -
up in the columns of these newspa- -

pers frequenth in those days to the
delight of readers with a taste for
_persiflage and piffle.
When the champagne and Uther
drinks ran out and the red flares
burned down to a flicker, the people

“tired, some tlddly Many insisted on -
contmumcr on to the Broad Street

‘others were put awa}r for the last
| tlmc. :

7 Fer.th'e'be'ncfit of those who can
recall the trolley cars, and also for
_ears generation which can’t, T asked
my friend Dick Wonson, the finest
~ trolley hlstorlan in these parts,
‘motion today.
States crty with trolleys in commer-
~ cial operation. Closer at hand, there

" Haven) and Warehouse Point (near

Kennebunkport Mame. o o

T
— gt qiBm TSR DL L e .

on'the last ride together boarded the
four trolleys shortly before 3 a.m.
and rode back down through the
tunnel to Dorrance Street, some

car barn where No. 2108 and the-

the benefit of the wet- behmd—the-.

where you could see a trollcy car in _
New Orleans is the last Umted

are trolley museums, with operating

trolley cars, at Branford (near New

Hartford) in Connechcut and at

L
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- Fmally, a Iady s shaver
designed to do what -

| cut halr not skm

you always. wanted lt to; . N

are spec:ally

- icker s stalnl_ess steel hlades )

- _-‘._.they just gl:de
‘| ~overthe top

. protected sc_ T ,ﬁ

- of your skm

“cutting it

T —,

- without .

Flicker'!_'e'ts_'yc:ﬁ;%héfe*' |
your legs close and

places easuer and safer

| ;Thanks to ickers »
1 excluswe self- contamed
1 - design,your hands B

It‘s non%!ecmc.

| never have to.
-} touch blades agam
I Fllcker contams
. -_i_..i§._blade$._
.':"J ......
e R
- . A - - .

- smooth. And it's desagnéd
10 make shavmg underarms
-and all those hard- to-reach

P g B

how w b N Gl W o

6 o f’fﬁf"iden_c_e S’li_n_ﬂ:z-w-]ou.rngl
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