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COUNT LUIGI CASTIGLIONI, born in Milan in 1756, a graduate in
Botany from the University of Pavia, arrived in Boston on the 1Tth of
May, 1785. He spent the next two years in a systematic trip through the
United States and Canada. Convinced that “the revolution accomplished in
these last years in North America is one of the most memorable events
of this century, and may, in time, produce important congsequences in Eun-
rope,” this young man set about to observe not only the vegetation of
America, but its politics, its economics, and its mores,

The record of these observations was published in a two-volume book,
printed at Milan in 1790: Viaggio negli Stati Uniti dell’America Settentri
onale fatto negli; anni 1785, 1786 e 1787 . . . con alcune osservazioni swi
vegetahili piu utili de quel paese. ("Travels in the United States of North
America made in the years, 1785, 1786 and 1787 . . , with some observations
on the most useful plants of that country."”) The first volume of the book
was translated into German, but, other than that, the text has previously
been available only in the original Italian edition.

This chapter on Rhode Island is the last description of an individual
state, for he goes on to write of the federal government and the bulk of
the volume is on botany. The text is translated without deletions. Although
his information is not always accurate and his sources not always clear,
Castiglioni’s account is probably as full of information on the state as that
of any foreign observer of the period.

The translation is a literal one, preserving much of the awkward syn.
tax and peculiar grammar of the original. Proper names such as “Dead-
ham,” "Massachuset” and “Gulf of Narraganset” bave been left in the spell-
ing or form of the original Italian, In this first publication of the transia-
tion, certain footnotes and other extraneous material have been omitted.
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EDM THE BORDER of Con-
necticut through Worcester and Sud-
bury, I came in two days to Boston,
and from there, having passed
through the towns of Roxbury, Dead-
ham, Walpole, and Attleborough, I
arrived in good time at Rehoboth,
a little vlllage worthy of considera-
tion because of some ingenious
water works that are found there.
It is situated, this village, in a val-
ley at the source of the Pawtucket
river, which forms some falls there
and which determines the border
between Massachuset and the State
of Rhode-Island,

The city of Providence a little
way from Rehoboth is located at
41°49' latitude and was founded in

By COUNT LUIGI  CASTIGLIONI
Translated by SAMUEL J, HOUGH

1635 by a certain Roger Williams,
in a place previously called Mosh-
awsik by the Indians, Never think-
ing that the new settlement could
become in time a commercial city,
he built a number of houses at the
edge of the river in a location little
guited for commerce, as large ships
could not come near there because
of the shallow water. That notwith-
standing, the population having
grown, it became a commercial cen-
ter of distinction, contesting with
Newport for the title of Capital of
the State, The oldest part of the
city is that on the east bank of the
Providence river which divides the
city. This section extends from the
city for about a mile, from north

to south on the slopes of a pleasant
hill, and on the east side of the
opposite rise are wvarious houses,
which one reaches by way of a
wooden bridge,! and a large embank-
ment built on the low ground that
was formerly flooded by the river.
The streets are tortuous, and rough
and the best of these which runs
along the river is the only one
paved. The town hall,? the Baptist
Church and the College (a rather
large structure located to the east

Voyage in the State of Rhode Island

on the summit of the hill) are the
buildings most worthy of observa-
tion.

The inhabitants trade in building
lumber, cordage, whale oil and
spermaceti candles, but this profit-
able commerce, that greatly flour-
ished in former times, was rather
damaged by the war, and much more
at present with the new issue of
credit notes, has rapidly dropped

continued on next page

1. Weyboaset bridge, first bullt in 1-14.
op m;?r};nt -uut'wan gfned Ly the Ith-u%l“lilnndrrhssunwﬂhlg' ﬂ?‘?ﬂg

bridge apd embankment, ef,

Samuel Armold, Eistory of the

Btate of Rhode Island (N.Y., 1860} v, 2, pb. 43, 143, 233, 243,
2. Thia is the old Stale House on North Moin Street bullt

In 1762,
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VOYAGE .......

genus of this fish, called Orbis by
the antique Romans because of their
round figures and pig fish by some
Italians because of the strong grunt
that they produce in the rapid breath
of air in the narrow fissure of the
gills, as Rondelezio says. Although
because of the carelessness of my
companions I could not examine it
diligently, I believe that the fish
that we caught was that species
called Texrondon testudimeus by
Linneus, that one finds in the seas
of the East Indies and of America,

The morning of the twentieth in
a little sail boat we descended Bris-
tol Bay, and leaving to the east the
little island called Hog's Island, we
crossed the channel that divides
Papa-Squash point from Prudence
Island. The water of the channel
being much rougher and the wind
blowing harder, my companions
feared that, following a trip down to

Newport, the sea would become too

rough for their return, and so we
went over to Prudence Island and
going ashore climbed a hill on which
there is located another estate of
Mr. Brown,’ from which one enjoys
a very pleasant view of the island
and of the mainland that form the

On Newport: ‘The inhabitants although
rather poor . . . are notwithstanding

very hospitable, and the women are
devoled to imitate European luxury.

Gulf of Narraganset; here as it hap-
pened we found a large sailing ship,
on which in less than two hours we
were taken to Newport. This city
is located at 41°29' 1latitude in a
lovely inlet of the sea, near the
southernmost point in Rhode Island,
on the slope of a hill, having nar-
row streets, but smooth and paved
and the houses are nearly all wood
and decrepit. The town hall is not
yet finished? and the Churches of
the various sects are not very at-

tractive. The inhabitants although
rather poor because of the great
losses suffered in the war, are not-
withstanding very hospitable, and
the women are devoted to imitate
European luxury. The climate of
this city is very temperate and is
considered one of the most healthy
in North America because the sea
air makes the cold less severe and
tempers the heat of summer for

which reason gentlemen of the Caro- -

linas and of other southern states

7. This wag Wanton Farms, confiscated from the last royalist
governor of Rhode Island, Joseph Wanton, John Brown bought
it from the State in 1781, c¢f. Charles G, Maytum, Paragraphs
on Early Prudence Island, (Providence, 1964) p, 101,

8. The state house, now called Old Colony House, wags built in
1739, but used as a barracks by the English and a hospital by
the French. *“It was so damaged that in 1781 the courts and

assembly had to meet in the synagogue, In 1784, Joseph Night-
Ingale, Esek Hopkins, and Daniel Mason (were} appointed to

report repairs needed.” Antolnette F,

Downing and Vincent

Scully Jr., Architectural Heritage of Newport, Rhode Island,

{Cambridge, 1852) p. 56.
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and the ill come to pass the hot gea-
son at Newport. This is the home of
Nathaniel Green, . . . and it could
boast another illustrious soldier in
Benedict Arnold, if he had not sul-
lied the fame earned by-his courage,
by being a traitor to his country and
trying to hand over to the English
Washington himself. Arnold is of
one of the oldest families of the
state of Rhode Island and did a
profitable trade in livestock before
the war. After his treason he went
to England from where, perhaps also
because of the little regard he was
held there, he came to live in Nova
Scotia, where it is said, he has again
taken up his old trade.

Monday, September 25th, I re-
turned from Newport to Providence,
and then made the trip to Boston,
from where I took my course to
Portsmouth, and from there I re-
turned to New York., I passed the
following winter partly in this last
city and partly in Philadelphia, until
spring came, then I left May 16,
1787 irom New York for Europe
on a newly constructed Spanish
brigantine called Galveztown which,
after twenty-eight days of happy
navigation, entered the Spanish port
of Corunna, "

%s&lute the Italian Festival with

a special collection of fine Italian

Masterpieces...This classic touch in fine
furniture may bhe viewed when you visit our

Italian Gallery on display during the month

of Festival...We shall be pleased to color
co-ordinate any reom in your liome... '

FINE FURNITURE
1655 Elmwood Ave. — Eimwood Ave, exit €9 One mile south
OPEN TUES., WED,, THUR.—9 am-9pm—FRI & SAT—-9 am-Spm

spacious parking area — convenient terms arranged
-——-——-J

.
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