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Indian Graves

A Survey or THE INDIAN Graves Tuatr Have Brewn

Discoverep 1N RuODE IsLAND.

By Howarp M. Cuarix.

The Indians roamed over all of what is now Rhode Island,
hence it is not strange that Indian graves have been discovered
in many parts of the state.

One of the earliest recorded openings of an Indian grave
occurred in 1653, when Jan Gereardy, a Dutch trader with his
crew consisting of “one Samuel, a hatter, and one Jones, a sea-
man, and an Irishman, persons infamous” opened the grave of
the sister of the Narragansett Indian sachem Pessacus,® and
were caught in the act of robbing her grave and mangling her
flesh. Roger Williams justly described their actions as a
“ghastly and stinking villiany.” The grave-robbers, who had
only economic necessity and not scientific research as an excuse
of their actions, escaped to Warwick, whence they were followed
by a band of angry Indians. Soon after this in 1662 John
Ashcroft broke open and robbed an Indian grave at Souther-
town, now Westerly.

Passing from the period of criminal grave-opening, we come
to the period of accidental openings. In December 1834 an
Indian grave was opened at Tiverton, Rhode Island, in the bank,
south of the meeting house, about fifteen rods south of the end
of Stone Bridge. “The body was buried in a sitting posture
facing the west and in the mouth was placed the nose of a
bottle.” A stone axe, a stone chisel, a whetstone, a glass bottle,
a Dutch clay pipe, six copper spoons, a quantity of glass beads
and some peage were found in this grave. Seven gun barrels
were found in a nearby grave. According to the statement of
Mr. Robert Lawton of Tiverton, who was acquainted with these
excavations, “it would seem that a hole nearly six feet in
diameter was dug and surrounded with barks within which

1Also called Quissucquansh,
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were the remains of several bodies, the seven guns and other
objects. It appeared as though the guns were laid across the
knees of one of the bodies. Every part of that skeleton crum-
bled to pieces as soon as exposed to the air.”

These copper spoons are in the museum of the Rhode Tsland
Historical Society and although hadly corroded still clearly
show the maker’s marks: (1) spoon bowl, mark: a heart pierced
by a long arrow; (2) and (3) spoon bowl and half of stem,
mark : heart pierced with short arrow, surrounded by inscription ;
(4) whole stem, mnark: a spoon between the letters R. S: (5)
whole stem, mark: three short spoons in circle; and (6) an
apostle spoon, mark: three spoons between the initials I. S.
An identification of these marks might serve to approximate the
date of the burial.

About this time either in 1835 or 1836 an Indian grave was
accidentally opened in Westerly by the men at work construct-
ing the railroad between Providence and Westerly. Among
the articles exhumed were a square glass bottle, two round glass
Dbottles, a copper kettle, a stone pipe, a bell, a curious brass in-
strument, some hair bound with wampum and some hones.

In 1843 Judge Job Durfee gave to the Society a string of
beads that had been washed out of an Indian grave at Tiverton.
These beads may have come from the Tiverton grave already
mentioned.

In July 1848 workmen engaged in digging the foundations
for the railroad bridge west of Providence excavated a number
of Indian skeletons: A copper kettle and several bottles of
“singular shape” were found with the bodies.”

An Indian burial ground near Mashapaug Pond, Providence,
was opened about 1856 and a spoon and bottle exhumed. This
burial ground was probably near where the ice houses now
stand.

Dr. Usher Parsons, addressing the Rhode Island Historical
Society at Providence on October 7, 1862, said: “Within a
few years an Indian skeleton was exhumed in Fall River, hav-

°M. & F. Jour., July 20, 1848.
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ing several articles around it, as a musket, some wampumpeag
and kettles. Another one was exhumed a few years since from
the cellar of a house that was digging opposite St. Stephen’s
Church in this city.” The Fall River skeleton is probably a
later one than the famous so-called “Skeleton in Armor,” im-
mortalized by Henry W. Longiellow.

Speak! Speak! Thou fearful guest!
Who, with thy hollow breast
Still in rude armor drest
Comest to daunt me!

Bacon (“Narragansett Bay” 1904) wrote in regard to this:
“Longfellow was only one of the thousands who caught the in-
fection and his poems upon the alleged Norse tower at New-
port, and the greatly misunderstood armed skeleton, dug up at
Fall River, showed him no more credulous than his neighbors.
Actually the skeleton ‘in rude armour dressed’ was arrayed in
nothing more convincing than a brass ot copper plate or shield
over his breast, a belt made of cylinders of the same metal
arranged not unlike a modern cartridge belt, and a quantity of
arrow lheads, all of which details of costume are known to have
been peculiar to Indians living within thirty miles of Fall River
and not to the Northmen. Moreover the mode of burial, the
skeleton having been found sitting bolt upright, indicates the
Indian and not the Scandinavian.”

VVith regard to the Fall River skeleton, which with its apput-
tenances was unfortunately burned before it could be satisfac-
torily examined by experts, the following description taken
from The American Monthly Magazine for January, 1836, will
give the reader as full an account as is now possible:

“In digging down a hill near the village, a large mass of earth
slid off, leaving in the bank and partially uncovered a human
skull, which on examination was found to belong to a body
buried in a sitting posture; the head being about one foot below
what had been for many years the surface of the ground. The
surrounding earth was carefully removed, and the body found
to be enveloped in a covering of coarse bark of a dark color.
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Within this envelope were found the remains of another of
coarse cloth, made of fine bark, and about the texture of a
Manilla coffee bag. On the breast was a plate of brass, thirteen
inches long, six broad at the upper end, and five in the lower.
This plate appears to have been cast, and is from one-eighth
to three-thirty-seconds of an inch in thickness. It is so much
corroded that whether or not anything was engraved upon it
has not yet been ascertained. It is oval in form, the edges being
irregular, apparently made so by corrosion. Below the hreast-
plate, and entirely encircling the body, was a belt composed of
brass tubes, each four and a half inches in length, and three-
sixteenths of an inch in diameter, arranged longitudinally and
close together, the length of a tube being the width of the belt.
The tubes are of thin brass, cast upon hollow reeds, and were
fastened together by pieces of sinew. Near the right knee was a
quiver of arrows. The arrows are of brass, thin,flat and triangu-
lar in shape, with a round hole cut through near the base. The
shaft was fastened to the head by inserting the latter in an open-
ing at the end of the wood and then tying with a sinew through
the round hole, a mode of constructing the weapon never prac-
tised by the Indians, not even with their arrows of thin shell.
Parts of the shaft still remain on some of them. When first
discovered, the arrows were in a sort of quiver of bark, which
fell to pieces when exposed to the air.”

We now come to another case of intentional grave-robbing,
“justified” by the scientific curiosity of the participants. The
grave probably that of Wee-oun-kass or Weunquesh, the Tut-
ank-ahmen of Rhode Island, was opened, according to Tucker,
in May 1859. Many interesting relics were found in this grave
and Dr. Usher Parsons read a paper on this subject before the
Rhode Island Historical Society on October 7, 1862. This
paper was printed in the Providence Journal the next day and
with some alterations was reprinted in the Historical Magazine
in February 1863 (vol.VII, p. 55). A slightly different account
was printed by William Franklin Tucker in his “Historical
Sketch of the Town of Charlestown,” 1877.

The earliest printed account of the excavations is that of Par-
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sons (1862), which is reprinted with footnotes in regard to the
variations in other accounts:

«“\With a view to ascertain the posture of the buried remains,
Messrs. Joshua P. Card, Asa Noyes, Samuel Nocake?, Charles
Cross, Christopher Card?*, George E. Mattison®, George F. Bab-
cock, and Oliver Fiske, lately opened one of the graves
(apparently the first one) in the Sachem’s cemetery in Charles-
town, R. I. They dug four feet, and came to three® very large
flat stones, weighing perhaps a ton each. Raising them out of
the way, they continued digging four feet deeper, including the
thickness of the stones. They then struck upon a large iron
pot filled with® smaller pots, kettles and skillets. They found
also® a large brass kettle, filled with porringers and other
kitchen ware, and bottles. On removing these, they found
under them decayed wood in the form of a large log, and an
iron chain surrounding it. On one side were'® hinges, and on
the other side a padlock, made fast to the chain. It appeared
that the log had heen split in two halves'* the inside of each
half excavated so as to receive the body of an adult. On re-
moving the upper half, they found a skeleton enshrouded with
a silk robe'?, and on the head a cap'® or bonnet of green silk.

y

3Tucker gives Samuel Noca.

+Tucker gives Christopher P. Card. : ) ]

aTucker adds John Congdon, and Benoni Henry to the hst_ and omits
George E. Mattison, He states that these men t_m:ruu:l a company of nine
men, repaired to the noted “Indian Burial Hill" and there “opened a

b2

grave” etc. )

6Pursons later wrote “to a layer of large flat stones forming a floor
or covering to the grave” i

of capacity to hold four or five gallons” (P.)

swith other iron, copper, and brass vessels, as skillets, numerous
small kettles and sauce pans”™  (P.) ! e

v Parsons later wrote “near this, was a brass kettle quite as capactous,
as the pot, filled with glass bottles, pewler porringers aned small kc':itlcs:.
and Tucker wrote “A brass kettle was found at one end of the coffin and

. ”»
an iron kettle at the other end. ) i ) _ o N T

10“0On one side of the log was a pair of iron hinges” (Parsons 1863)

11Tucker wrote “Two logs were split open, mz_lkmg four pieces;
these pieces served as bottom, sides and top ol the coffin, and were hrn.ﬂ_v
pound together with iron chains”  Parsons’ aceount is probably more
correct i regard fo (1(‘t(l‘ll.‘i‘“

120 rohe of green silk”  (P.) ; . ¥

1ty square silk cloth”  Parsons does not mention the “honnet o
green silk” in his 1863 account.

b—
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Extending from the top of the head, was a chain* like a watch
guard, down to the sole of the foot, and there fastened to the
outside sole™ near the toe. The leather of one of the shoes
was decayed. The other partly remains, and indicates a very
delicate foot.™ Surrounding the waist was a belt made of wam-
pumpeag,’” and covered with silver brooches,’ as ornaments.
Around the neck was a necklace, and at the waist,!? were silver
sleeve buttons. They found, also, two coins, one of silver,2
dated 1650, and a copper® farthing, These 1 have taken to the
Numismatic Society in Boston and compared them with similar
ones. Inside of this log also was a set?? of Dutch spoons, some
metallic Dutch pipes, ladies’ thimbles, and some few other
articles.”

In his 1863 paper, Dr. Parsons continued: “One glass her-

metically sealed contains a fluid resembling brandy. No degree
of winter frost congeals it.

“The only- articles of unquestionably Indian manufacture
were wampumpeage and stone mortar-pestles, the others being
all of Dutch origin excepting the English and French coin.
The mortar pestles were used to pulverize their corn in wooden
mortars, the Indians being destitute of grinding mills.

“There were many other articles and fragments that might
be mentioned. The fine state of preservation of many of them
is probably- attributable to the manner of excavating the sar-
cophagus or log, which was done by heated stones, that charred

T4%ilver chain” (P.)

15%to the toe of an outside copper sole of what appears to have been
a moecasin” (P.)

W nside of this moceasin was a leather sole, exhibitiie neat work-
manship, and indicating a slender and delicately formed {oot”  (P.)

YTHA L similar article ornamented the lower part of the neck, above
which was a large copper necklace, and bracelets of wampumpeage sur-
rovnded the arms™  (P.)

18“of various sizes from one to two inches in diameter” (P.)

19Corrected to “wrists.” (P.)

20“a French silver half livre, scarcely at all worn and bearing date
1650, lettered Ludovicus XIII1.” (P.)

21“English”  (P.)

2243 set of plated Dutch tablespoons, a fork and some Dutch pipes,
made of copper®and several thimbles. The amount of wampumpeage or
shell beads was very large ... " (P.)
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the whole cavity, giving it an antiseptic and preservative
quality.

“The skull of which it remains to speak was in fine state of
preservation. The sockets of the teeth were symmetrical and
perfect, indicating a fine set of teeth, and the form of the head
was well proportioned. The hair was neatly dressed and abund-
ant.”

Many of the relics were exhibited at the Rhode Island His-
torical Society in 1862, but have since been dispersed. The
Providence Journal commented: “So large a collection has
never before, probably, been found in any Indian grave.”

In his 1862 paper, Parsons said: “I am firmly of opinion
that the body here buried was the daughter of Ninigret. All
his other children married and lived to a great age. Her dress
and ornaments denote that this was a female and of exalted
rank, and there was not, an article found that was appropriate
to men’s wear or use; no flint arrow-heads, or spear points, or
fish-hooks, or muskets. She was at the west end of the
Sachem’s cemetery, where interments commenced, and her’s was
the first death in the family. The second death in the Sachem’s
family was himself. It occurred to me that if the skeleton in the
next grave answered to that of the old man her father, that the
point would be settled that this skeleton and all the relics be-
longed to his daughter. With some pains and trouble, I have
succeeded in finding in the next grave to that we have examined,
a skull and other hones that accord exactly with what we might
see in the skeleton of Ninigret, the Sachem of the Niantics.”

Dr. Parsons, referring to the skeleton in the second grave,
the one he opened, wrote in 1863: “The hones denote the right
age, viz: over seventy years, as decided by an eminent dentist,
and also by the angle of the lower jaw. The os-femoris denotes
a man of large stature and more than six feet high.” Dr. Par-
sons thus sought to identify the body as Ninigret I through
similarity in age. In 1924, Prof. Hooton, osteologist of the
Peabody Museum, Cambridge, “following the latest rules for
defermining the age of crania,” concluded that the skull** taken

23Now in Peabody Museum, Cambridge.
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from the aforesaid second grave belonged to an individual who
“could not have been more than 50 years old and probably was
some what younger at the time of his death.” This accords
more with the age of Ninigret II than Ninigret I and so
strengthens the Weunquesh theory. Ninigret I was grown up
in 1637 and died in 1676, certainly aged 68 or 69. Ninigret II
was under age in 1682, and died about 1720, hetween 50 and 60
years of age.

Up to this point Dr. Parsons observations and deductions
seem extremely probable. He then stated without giving any
authority that Ninigret had a daughter who probably died in
1660, eighteen years hefore her father and concluded that the
first grave was that of this daughter, and the second grave that
of her father Ninigret I, who was an old man when he died.

On the other hand Sidney S. Rider without giving any
reasons stated that the grave was that of Weunquesh. Dr. Par-
sons’ reasons would apply just as well to the graves, if they are
the graves of Weunquesh and her brother Ninigret IT as if they
are the graves of a daughter (of Ninigret) who died in 1660 and
Ninigret 1, for Ninigret II was a middle aged man when he
died, and his death was the first death in the family after that
of Weunquesh. Parsons’ deductions apply better to the Weun-
quesh theory for three reasons: first because we have no other
evidence outside of Dr. Parsons’ statement, that Ninigret I had
a daughter who died in 1660, and furthermore Dr. Parsons was
in error when he stated that Ninigret II's own sister married
the son of Sassacus and he also confused Canonicus with Mian-
tonomi, secondly the rank of Weunquesh as ruling Squaw-
sachem would be much more exalted than that of the hypotheti-
cal daughter of 1660 and hence the dress and ornaments would
be more appropriate for her, and thirdly the position of the
body.

The body was lying in a log that “had been split in two
nearly equal halves—each half then excavated, so as to admit its
receiving the body of an adult.” This form of burial would
seem to be an imitation of the English custom of placing the
body in a coffin. In 1660 the Indiacs i the, Narraganseit
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Metal shoe soles unearthed in the grave of Ninigret's daughter.

In Peabody Museum, Cambridge, Mass.

e
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Country were many and the white people few, and it scems
unlikely that at that period, the old sachem Ninigret, who dis-
liked and despised the white people, would adopt or copy their
burial customs.

In 1686 or 1690, when Weunquesh died the conditions were
reversed and there were then many white settlers and compara-
tively few Indians in the Narragansett Country or South County.
The Indians had been subjugated by the whites and were dom-
inated by them. The Indians of this period adopted more and
more of the manners and customs of the white people and it
would not he surprising to find them adopting the burial cus-
toms of the dominant race.

The lack of evidence in regard to the existence of the Prin-
cess Ninigret of 1660, the rank of Weunquesh and the form of
burial, all point to the probability that the grave was that of
Weunquesh, who died about 1686.

The relics from the sachems’ graves have been dispersed.
The skull of the princess, the spoons, some pewter porringers,
a piece of iron chain, some beads and one of the so-called
brooches are at the Rhode Island Historical Society. The shoe
soles, silver wire chain, some kettles, a small pewter vessel and
some glass are at the Peabody Museum, Harvard University,
Cambridge. The lock of Princess Ninigret’s hair, mentioned
by Rider in Book Notes, is now owned by Oscar Tyler of \Wash-
ington, R. I.

Dr. Wilder of Smith College has reconstructed the princess’
head from the skull by using the so-called Dr. His method and
an illustrated account of this work appears in the American
Anthropoligist, volume X1V, July, September 1912 and volume
XXV, 1923 pp. 197-218.

Tucker states that Dr. Parsons opened quite a number of
graves to obtain a supply of relics and adds that those that saw
his collection made the assertion that he did not accumulate
one half as many relics as were found in the first grave.

A suit was brought against the “‘grave-robbers” of 1859 by
Henry Hazard, Joshua Noca and Gideon Ammons, members of
the Narragansett tribe of Indians, for grave-robbing, a mis-
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demeanor against the laws of Rhode Island. They were ar-
raigned before Joseph H. Griffin, Justice of the Peace, and after
being examined, were held to answer before the Supreme Court,
which acquitted them and exonerated them from blame, accord-
ing to Tucker.

In 1878 the General Assembly of Rhode Island appointed a
committee to enclose and mark the Indian Burial Ground at
Fort Neck, Charlestown.

J. R. Cole, (“History of Washington and Kent Counties,”
1889), tells us that: “The ground was graded and the remains
of those who lay without the enclosure were removed thereunto.
In opening these graves several relics were found, such as pipes,
wampum, pottery, bottles, vessels of copper and other metals,
spoons, beads, etc., but they were less in number than those
taken from the grave in 1859.

“Omne body was found in a sitting attitude, and from the
size and length of the hones, it was supposed to be a man above
seven feet in height. His long, black hair, undoubtedly reach-
ing originally to his shoulders, was in a state of good preserva-
tion. This body was buried to a depth of seven feet, so deep
that it was quite an undertaking to open the grave and remove
its contents. The rude coffins in which these hodies were de-
posited had almost passed away, only small pieces of soft punk
heing occasionally found, the color of which was a deep red, and
the fiber indicated the wood to be cedar, which grew so abund-
antly within the immediate vicinity.” Another grave was
opened at Tiverton, near Stone Bridge in 1866, and some copper
kettles and hair was exhumed.** In 1863 men working on the
railroad in Middletown, R. 1., opened some Indian graves. A
skull, a copper pot, some copper tubes, a bottle and some other
objects found at this time are now in the Newport Historical
Society Museum.

James N. Arnold writing in 1893% said: “In 1868 I saw the
remains of what was called an Indian skeleton and I should

24These objects are now in the Peabody Museum at Harvard College.
25Providence Journal, Nov. 5, 1893, R. I. H. S, S. B. IV:13.
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judge so from the pipe, beads of shell and arrow points found
with it.” He added that the right hip bone had been broken.

Arnold also refers to a later attempt to open the Indian
graves on Burial Hill, Charlestown, and states that this attempt
was prevented by the town authorities.

Arnold relates that Mr. Hart unearthed some Indian skeletons
in a sand pit near Devils Foot, North Kingstown. On one
hand he found 27 rings, most of which were lead, but a few
of them were copper and a few iron or steel. The lead rings
hore the initials T. H. S. and were thought to be of Jesuit origin.
There was also a copper plate to wear around the neck with a
“card” inscribed I. H. S. These relics were purchased by Mr.
Daniel H. Greene of East Greenwich.

“The bank caved just right,” Mr. Hart said, “so as to expose
the position of the head. On one shoulder appeared a small
black mass. On the other shoulder a glass bottle.” This hottle
was said to hold about a quart.

In the fall of 1893 an Indian grave was opened at Apponaug,
and the Providence Journal for November 3rd contains draw-
ings of some of the objects found; an iron axe-head, a glass
bottle, a metal spoon, a fragment of an iron kettle, two stone
pipes and some shell wampum. These excavations were made
on the edge of a hill back of the house of Mr. Henry B. Matte-
son on the Apponaug-Centreville Road. In addition to the
objects mentioned, Mr. Matteson found arrow-heads, a stone
mallet, bits of pottery, part of a large metal pot, wampum,
beads, more Dutch Dottles, the handle of a brass or copper
spoon, a ring marked I. H. S. and some English clay pipes,
which are probably identical with the pipes originally described
as stone. This collection soon hecame scattered, but a bottle
and two pipes are illustrated in the Providence Sunday Journal
of Nov. 30, 1913.

The Gorton Collection of Indian relics, now at the Park
Museum, Providence, contains various stone implements found
at the Indian cemetery at Kettle Point, East Providence; some
Dutch bottles found in an Indian grave at Pawtuxet, and some
inscribed brass rings found in the graves at Quonset, probably
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identical with the graves described by Arnold as near Devils
Foot. The Park Museum also has relics found in Indian graves
at Wickford, at Fields Point and on Conanicut Island.

About 1873 some trade objects were found in Indian graves
on the Champlin Farm in Charlestown, of which the most inter-
esting is a copper hair ornament designed to represent two dogs.

Several Indian graves were opened at Bristol in September
1898.26 Nearly eight bushels of quahaug shells were found
among these graves, and four flat stones were found placed
directly over the ribs of one of the skeletons.

Three Indian graves were opened at Westerly in 1900,
in which were found an earthen pipe and some homespun cloth.

An Indian grave was accidentally discovered at Washington
Park, Providence in June 1902 and three stone implements un-
earthed ; a spear head, a fourteen inch pestle and a black. cere-
monial stone, now in the museum of the Rhode Island Histori-
cal Society. No objects were found in this grave that denoted
contact with Furopean civilization.

Sometime about 1893 some relics supposed to be Indian were
found near some graves at Burr’s Hill, Warren, and a contro-
versy ensued as to whether the graves were Indian, some per-
sons claiming that it was a burial place of negro slaves.

In April 1913 a thorough excavation of these graves was car-
ried on under the direction of the late Charles R. Carr, an en-
thusiastic archaeologist, to whom great credit is due for this
work. A number of rings bearing the letters I. H. S. were
found, also Dutch hottles, wampum, beads, copper and brass
utensils, stone pestles, arrow-heads, brass spoons, a brass-bar-
relled flint-lock pistol, two flint-lock guns and one match-lock
gun. Some perfectly straight coarse black hair was found ad-
hering to some of the disinterred skulls. An illustrated ac-
count of these findings was printed in the Providence Sunday

Journal for August 24, 1913. Most of the bodies were not
buried in a sitting position, but were laid upon the right side
with the right hand placed under the head and the knees drawn

2R, I. H. S., S. B. 1V :144, 145.
27R, 1. H. S, S. B. V211
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to the chin.  The heads found were of shell, of glass and of por-
celain.  Shark’s teeth were found in three of the graves and the
beaks, feathers and wing bones of some quite large birds were
also found. In one grave the feathers were in a large brass
kettle turned upside down.

Mr. Carr said: “In a single interment we found six hodjes.
At first it was conjectured that these bodies were those of mem-
bers of the tribe who had been slain in battle—then it was
thought that maybe they were the victims of a scourge.

“They were laid in two rows, with the feet of one row and
the heads of the other practically touching each other. This
grave was about 11 by 12 feet. One of the bodies was a little
lower in line and somewhat apart from the others. At the
head of this particular body was a large copper kettle, which
contained two broken skulls. This receptacle was partly upon
its side, the under portion having been crushed by the carth.
These skulls were removed from the kettle and mixed with
others, so that we lost the opportunity to identify them and in-
dulge in desired research.

“At the right side of the body was a long strip of bark,
slightly curved, with the convex side up. This was ten inches
wide by five feet long, and under it were thousands of beads.
On the head of the body was a brass kettle, thrust well down,
almost to the ears. It was customary for the Indians to do
this with their dead.

“At the feet was a good-sized copper kettle, T should say of
three gallons capacity, which had been covered with matting,
made from rushes and fine textured. At the feet of the second
body were found four leg and four arm bones, all human.
Under the third body—that is at the feet—was a kettle which
contained several small bones, including ribs, all human, as we
believe. At the feet was also a bowl and a plate, the latter
having some coat of arms upon it. The bowl was embellished
with a tulip pattern and hoth vessels were upside down, there
being beads under the plate. Here, also, we found wampum an
inch thick. A little distance from these vessels were two or
three small copper kettles, about six inches in diameter, all up-
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side down, with a piece of blanket across the mouth of each.
These howls contained beads and wampum. There was also a
square glass bottle, broken, but standing upright. Almost all
the other hottles found were placed on their sides, with their
mouths pointing to the north.

“There was next found a stone tobacco pipe, and near by a
kettle in which was a pouch with a stick in it. The skin draw-
strings had disappeared, but the pouch itself was in a fairly
good state of preservation.

“At the hase of this group were two other bodies. The eight
were so buried that it would appear that they had been interred
practically at one time.

“We found many graves with more than one body in each,
sometimes that of a child being laid beside an older person. By
inference we have deduced that all these interments were those
of members of the Wampanoag tribe, and that they were all
made during the lifetime of Massasoit.

“Particularly interesting is the collection of pipes we have
obtained. One of these has two representations of the fleur-de-
lis stamped upon its stem. This marks it as an old French pro-
duction. There are types of very old English and Dutch pipes,
too.

“A veritable treasure, viewed from the museum collector’s
standpoint, is a medallion, obtained by some Indian from the
top of an oval box, presumably a snuff receptacle. This was
found by Mr. Henry Trombley of this town and by him loaned
to our museum. It was recovered by him on May 19 of this
year and came from an interment which had several bodies in
it, one being that of a child. There were in this interment, also,
parts of a glass bead belt, a few pieces of wampum, a small
glass hottle and the fingers of an infant.

“The medallion was taken to the works of the Gorham Manu-
facturing Company and so interested Vice President Holbrook
that he had a plaster case made of it from which to procure a
good photograph. By this treatment of the subject it was re-
duced to one plane of color and made of even tone.

-—
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“A copy of the photo-reproduction thus obtained was sent to
f?rof. Block, who corrected some of the lettering as we had de-
cl[jhcred here. There are two lines of characters encircling the
raised figure. These, Prof. Block wrote, are as follows
* MAVRITIUS*AVR*PRINC*COM*NASS*ET*MV*'MAR
*VE*EL*EQ*OR*PERISCELIDIS.

“Prof. Block gave as the translation: ‘Maurice, Prince of
O.rauge, Count of Nassau and Marchess of Meurs, Verre and
Viessing, Knight of Douschand.’

“The medallion was made, Prof. Block asserted, after a cor-
responding medallion by DePasse, who was an illustrious en-
graver at the beginning of the 17th century. ‘I think, writes
Prof. Block, ‘it was brought to America by some Dutch ship,

as were the beads and hottles, many specimens of which are in
our museum.’

“The rings we have found are of especial interest to those
who have made a study of the religious history of this country
Rhode Island was settled, as we all know, Ir\-r Roger \\-'iHi:un's'
who, with his colleagues, had very decided views on religiotis,
concernments. It is evident that the Wampanoags were coming
under a different religious influence than the founder of our
colony realized, seeing that with the treasures placed in their
graves were brass signet rings, some of which bore the charac-
ters ‘I. H. S, and intaglios representing the Lamb of Peace
These were never made by Indian hands. .

“The §11gvravi11g is too artistic. The only plausible solution
perhaps, is that the religious tokens owed their presence amongz
the Wampanoags to the mission work tradition asserts was done
among the aborigines along our Atlantic coast by the Jesuit
fathers. One of these rings, and a fine example, dug up about

2(? years ago, is in the museum at Roger Williams Park in Prov-
idence.

“Altogether, I should say we have approximately 500 differ-
ent specimens, or finds, that are to be classified, catalogued and
photographed. A good deal of research work yet remains to he
done before anything definite can be said of the collection as a
whole.  The integrity of none of it can be assailed, and its
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historical value cannot he overestimated. Warren is to POSsEss

ethnological matter of unusual importance, full information of

which, with accompanying photographs, will be laid hefore the
authorities of the Smithsonian Institute at Washington,”

Some of the objects found at Burr’s Hill are preserved at the
George [aile Free Library at Warren and others at the Museum
of the American Indian, Heye Foundation, New York. Among
the most interesting of the objects found at Durr's Hill, are
the otter-headed pestle, the pipe ornamented with a dog and a
small banuer stone,

In October 1921 Mr. T. L. Arnold of Arnolda, Charlestown,
R. L, while digging a cellar unearthed an old Indian burial
ground.  The first object discovered was an ancient hreech-
loading cannon, which was very badly rusted. It lay only a
couple of feet heneath the surface. Near it hut slightly deeper
was found a skeleton. Beside the skeleton was a rather long
sword beyond which was discovered another skeleton, The
graves, which were scarcely three feet long indicating that the
bodies were probably buried in a curled up position as was often
done by the Indians, contained three copper kettles, a spoon
bowl, a long shell bead, some pieces of pottery and a tube of blue
glass which may be the material from which beads were to he
cut, although most of the beads found were shell wampum, A
few pieces of very coarse blue cloth, perhaps a sort of burlap,
were found attached to pieces of wood, copper and hone. A
round stone about two inches in diameter was also found.

The sword had a rather elahorate guard and although hadly
rusted still retained some of its spring. Within the distance of
fifteen or twenty feet parts of three other skeletons were dis-
covered although the skulls of these latter skeletons were ot
found. Some teeth and jawhones of some small animals such
as dogs, cats or skunks were also found. Two Indian shell
heaps were discovered nearby the graves. These shell heaps
had been covered by dirt indicating that a natural surface
deposit had taken place, A large hunk of red coloring matter
(war paint) was also discovered.

In Janunary 1923 some workmen excavating on the Rhode
Island Country Club grounds in Barrington discovered two
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skeletons, which the Medical Examiner declared to e Indians.
No objects of interest were found except several small hits of
wood perhaps an inch or so in diameter which were covered with
a rough coating of rusty earth, and were pierced by a square hole
presumably made by an iron nail.

Reports of accidental openings of Indian graves are current
throughout Rhode Island, but it is often difficult to verify the
date, location and objects. Mr. Harrie Wheeler has some of
the knife blades or spear-heads, six or more inches long, that
were found in a grave or cache. There are said to have been
27 of the blades in one grave all pointing west. Mr. Wheeler
also las a round bottle, three spoons, two china cups and a lirass
cup from the grave that was opened on the Babbitt Farm at
Cocumscussoc, near Wickford, R. I.

Tudian skeletons have heen unearthed in Jamestown, and one
of the favorite camping places of the Indians is located on the
grounds of John Howland'’s residence (1888).

In regard to Indian graves on Block Island, Livermare in
1876 wrote: “On the farm now owned by Mr. Simon Ball, at
the south end of the Great Pond, a few years ago there was a
jandslide which left standing in the bank in full view, an Indian
skeleton, very large, with a rude earthern jar at his feet well
packed with scallop shells.”  He later described this Indian
skeleton as being “in a walking posture,” and adds that the old
Indian burial ground on Indian Head neck “has disclosed many
human hones and many shells.”  Livermore also states that a
pestle, a stone mortar and a stone axe were found in the ground
near a large quantity of shells a little south of Mr. John Ball’s
house near the Great Pond. This pestle and axe are now in the
museum of the Rhode Tsland Historical Society and together
with the mortar are described in detail by Livermore.

Digging at Slocums, North Kingstown, some years ago, a
man found two or three dozen smooth egg-shaped stones which
may have been huried with an Indian.  The so-called “frog-
pottery” vase, found in perfect condition in South Kingstown,
hut later hroken, had probably been huried in an Indian grave.




