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Indian Graves

A Sunvey oF TrrE INnrex Gner,ns Trrer H.q.r,n BrBN
Discovoneo rn Rnonn, Isr,¡No.

lìy Howano l\{. Cn¡r,rN.

'Il.re Indians roamecl over all of what is now Rhocle Islancl,
hence it is 'ot stra'ge that I'dian graves have l¡een clisco'erecl
in nrany parts of the state.

One of the earlìest recorclecl openings of an Inclian gra\¡e
occurrecl in 1653, when Jan Gerearcly, a Dutch trader with his
crew cor-rsisting of "one Samuel, a hatter, and one Jones, a sea-
man, and an lrishman, persolls infamotls" openecl the grave of
the sister of the \iarragansett Indian sachem Pessacus,l and
were caught in the act of robbing her grave and mangling l-rer

flesh. lìoger Williams justly describecl their actions as a
"ghastly ancl stinking villiany." The grave-robbers, who hacl
only economic necessity ancl not scientific research as an excuse
of their actions, escaped to \\,-arwicli, whence thel' were followecl
by a barr<l of angry Indians. Soon after this in 1662 John
Ashcroft ltroke open ancl rol¡l¡ecl an Inclian grave at Souther-
town, now \,Vesterly.

Passing from the period of crirninal grave-opening, we come
to the periocl of acciclental openings. Iu December 1834 an
Indian grave was opened at Tiverton, Rhocle Islancl, in the bank,
south of the meeting house, about fifteen ro<ls south o{ the encl
of Stone Bridge. "The body was lturied in a sitting posture
facing the west and in the mouth was placecl the nose of a'bottle." A stone axe, a stone cl.risel, a whetstone, a glass bottle,
a Dutch clay pipe, six copper spoolts, a cluantity of glass beads
aud some peage ïyere founcl in this grave. Seven gun ltarrels
were found in a nearlty grave. Accorcling to the statement of
N{r. Robert Lawton of Tiverton, who was accpraintecl with these
excavations, "it woulcl seem that a l.role nearly six feet in
clianreter was dug ancl surrouncled with ltarks within which
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were the remains of ser,eral 'bodies, the ser,ett guns and other
objects. It appearecl as though the guns were laicl across the
kr.rees of one of the boclies. E,1'ery part of tl.rat skeletou crum-
bled to pieces as soo11 as exposed to the air."

These copper spoons are iu the museum of the Rhocle Islancl
Historical Society ancl although badly corroclecl still clearly
slrorv tlre maker's marks: (1) spoon bowl, nnrk.: a heart pierce<l

lry a long arrow; (2) and (3) spoon bowl ancl l.ralf of stem,

tnark : heart pierced with short arrow, surroundecl by inscription ;

(4) wlrole s|en, tnat'k: a spoo11 betweeu tl.re letters R. S: (5)
wlrole sterr.r, marl¡: three short spoor.rs ir.r circle; ancl (6) au

apostle spoon, ntarlc : three spoous ltetweett the initials I. S.

An iclentification of these marks might serve to approximate the
rlate of the llurial.

About this time either in 1835 or 1836 an Inclian grave was

acciclentally opened in \\/esterl)' by the men at work construct-
ing the railroacl betweeu Proviclence and \\/esterly. Among
the articles exhumed rr¡/ere a square glass ltottle, trvo rouud glass

bottles, a copper kettle, a stoue pipe, a ltell, a curious llrass in-
strument, some hair bonucl with wan.rpum aucl some ltones.

In 1843 Judge Job Durfee gave to the Society a string of
beads thàt hacl been washecl ottt of an Inclian grave at Tivertor-i.

These beacls may have come from the Tiverton grave alreacly

mentionecl.

In July 1848 workmen engagecl in cligging the founclations

for the railroad lrridge west of Proviclence excavatecl a numller
of Indiar-r skeletons: A copper kettle arlcl set'eral bottles of
"singular shape" were founcl with the ltoclies.'

Ar.r Lrdian burial grouncl near Xfashapaug Pond, Providence,
was openecl about 1856 ancl a spoon ancl l¡ottle exhumed. This
burial ground was probably near where the ice houses now
stand.

Dr. Usher Parsons, adclressing the Rhode Island Historical
Society at Provicleuce or-r October 7, 1862, saitl: "\\¡ithin a

few years an Indian skeleton was exhumed in Fall River, har'-
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1A1so called Quissucquansh.
,M. & F. Jour., July 20, 1848.
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ing several articles around it, as a musket, some wampumpeag
ancl kettles. Another ol1e was exhumed a few years since from
the cellar of a house that was digging opposite St. Stephen's
Church in this city." The trall River skeleton is probably it
later one than the famous so-called "skeleton in Armor," im-
rnortalized by Henry W. Longfellow.

Speak ! Speak ! Thou fearful guest !

Who, with tl-ry hollow breast

Still in rucle armor clrest

Comest to claunt me !

Bacon ("Narragansett Bay" 1904) wrote in regard to this :

"Longfellow was only one of the thousands who cattght the in-
fection ancl his poems npon the alleged Norse tower at lrlew-
port, and the greatly misunderstoocl armed skeleton, dug up at
Fall River, showed him no more credulous than his neighbors.
Actually the skeleton 'in rude arn-lour dressed' was arrayed in
nothing more convincing than a brass or copper plate or shielct

over his breast, a belt macle of cylinders of the same metal

arranged not unlike a modem cartridge belt, and a quantity of
arrow heads, all of which cletails of costume are kuown to have

been peculiar to Indians living within thirty miles of F'all River
ancl not to the Northmen. Moreover the mode o{ burial, the

skeleton having l¡een found sitting bolt upright, indicates the

Indian aud uot the Scanclinavian."

With regard to the Fall River skeletou, which with its aPptlr-
tellances rvas unfortunatell' burnecl be{ore it could be satisfac-

torily examined by experts, the following description taken
from The American llonthly l\Iagazine for January, 1836, will
give the reacler as full au accouut as is uow possible:

"In cligging down a hill near the village, a large mass of earth

slicl off, leaving in the bank and partially uncovered a human

skull, which on examination was found to belong to a body

buried in a sitting posture; the heacl being about one foot below

what hacl l¡een for many years the surface of the ground. The

surroundiug earth was carefully removecl, ar.rd the llocly found
to l¡e envelopecl ir-r a coverirrg of coarse bark of a clark color'

l
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\\¡ithin this envelope \¡/ere found the remains of another of
coarse cloth, made of fine bark, and about the texture of a

Manilla coffee bag. On the breast was a plate of brass, thirteen
inches long, six broad at the upper end, and five in tl-re lower.
This plate appears to have been cast, and is fron-r one-eigl-rth

to three-thirty-seconds of an inch in thickness. It is so much
corroded that whether or not anything was elrgraved upon it
has not yet been ascertainecl. It is oval in form, the edges being
irregular, apparently made so by corrosion. Below the breast-
plate, ancl entirely encircling the body, was a belt composecl of
brass tubes, each four and a hal{ inches in length, and three-
sixteenths of an inch ir.r diameter, arranged longitudinally and
close together, the length of a tube being the width of the belt.
The tubes are of thin brass, cast upon hollow reecls, and were
fastenecl together by pieces of sinew. l{ear the right knee was a

quiverof arrows. Thearrows are of brass, thin,flat ancl triangu-
lar in shape, with a rouncl hole cut through near the base. The
shaft was fastened to the head by inserting the latter in an open-
ing at the end of the wood and then tying with a sinew through
the round hole, a mode of constructing the weapon 1lever prac-
tised by the Inclians, not even with their arrows of thin shell.
Parts of the shaft still remain on some of them. When first
cliscovered, the arrows were in a sort of quiver of bark, which
fell to pieces when exposed to the air."

We now come to another case of intentional grave-robbing,
"justifiecl" by the scientific curiosìty of the partic\rants. The
grave probably that of \\tee-oun-kass or \\/eunquesh, the Tut-
ank-ahmen of Rhode Island, was opened, accorcling to Tucker,
in I'Iay 1859. Many interesting relics were founcl in this grave
and Dr. Usher Parsons read a paper o11 this subject before the
Rhode Island Historical Society on October 7, 1862. This
paper was printed in the Providence Journal the next day and
with some alterations was reprinted in the Historical X'fagazine

in February 1863 (vol.VII, p. 55). A slightly different account
was printed by \Villiam Franklin Tucker in his "Historical
Sketch o{ the Town of Charlestown," 7877.

The earliest printecl account of the excavations is that of Par-
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sons (1862), which is reprintecl with footnotes in regarcl to the

variatiot-rs in otl-rer accotlllts :

"\\¡ith a r,ierv to ascertaiu the posture of the lluriecl reuains,

Xlessrs. Joshua P. Carcl, Asa Noyes, Samuel Nocaket, Charles

Cross, Cl-rristopl-rer Carcl*, George E. l\{attisoui, George F' Bab-

cock, ancl Oliver Fiske, lately openecl oue of the graves

(apparently the first one) in the Sachem's ceuetery irt Charles-

town, R. L They clug four feet, and came to threeÛ very large

flat stones, weighittg perl.raps a ton each' Iìaisirlg thern out of

the way, they cor.rti¡uecl cliggiug four feet cleeper, inclucli¡g the

thickness of the stones. They theu strttck uPol1 a large irou

pot? fillecl withs smaller pots, kettles ancl skillets. Tliey for'rncl

alsoo a large l;rass kettle, frllecl with porringers ancl otl-rer

l<itchen ware, anci bottles. Ou removiug these, they founcl

tuncler them clecayecl woocl iu the form of a large 1og, aucl an

iron chain snrrouncliug it. On oue side were1' hir.rges, and ou

the other sicle a pacllock, macle fast to the chailr' It appeared

that the log hacl lteen split in two halvesll the inside of each

half excavatecl so as to receive the bocly of an aclult' On re-

moving the upper haif, tl-rey foulcl a skeleto' e¡sl-rrouclecl with

a silk robet', aucl on the l-reacl a capt' or bonnet of green silk'

-,T*k.. 

gives Samuel Noca.
{'llucker gives Christopher P. Carrl.
ti;i;;; i¿¿i-Jåi," Coi'gdo", arrd Benotri H-errrv ro the list arr<j onrits

Ceorse -E,. Mattisoìr. He states that these tttett fortrtetl a conlpally ol lìilìe

äãir,-Lp";i.J"i;-ü;. noted "Inclian Burial Hill" and there "opeued a
grave" etc.--*'õp"i.ànr later lvrote "to a layer of large flat stones forming a floor
or covering to the grave"-- -;;oi 

cäpacity tõ hold four or five gallons" - 
(P')

""*;tfr ãit-t.i iron, copper, and brãss vessels, as skillets, 1ìunerous

small kettles and sauce patts" (P.)
sparsotrs later rvrotå i'near this, rvas a brass.kettle t¡rite as.ca¡aciorts,

as the pot, filletl rvith glass bottles, pervter porrittgers aild.lltt''l T.9tl'!ll-,

""¿ 
f".tér rvrote "A 6rass kettle was found at oue eucì ot the cottllì a'(t

an irou kettle at the other end."-" 'ì;i;d;;;ii¿e or trl.iol ivas a pair o{ iron hinges". (Parsons 1863)
ttTuciei rvrote "Tivo -logs *... split open, r'.Ì?king .four pieces;

these oieces served as bottom, sides alld top oI the cofttlì, alld wer€ hrmly

liïì¿"iã*äñàr'i"-;tf-' i-" chuius" Parsôns' accornt is probably nrore

correct in regard to details.
12"a robð of green silk" (P.)

""; ù;;.lit .roii':' Þãtto". cloes not mentôn the "bonnet oi
green silk" in his iBó3 account'

INDIAN GRAVES I9

Extencling from the tot> of the heacl, was a chainto like a watch
grlarcl, clown to the sole o{ the foot, ancl there fastened to the
outsicle solelr near the toe. The leather of one of the shoes
was clecayed. The other partl¡' remains, ancl indicates a very
clelicate foot.1ú Snrrouncling the waist was a ltelt nracle of wam-
pumpeag,l? ancl coverecl with silver ltrooches,is as ornaments.
¡\rouucl tl.re neck was a necklace, ancl at the waist,lo rvere silver
sleeve l¡uttons. Thel' found, also, two coiirs, one of silver,r0
datecl 1650, ancl a copper" farthing. These I have taken to the
Nunrisnratic Society in Boston and comparecl them with similar
ones. Insicle of this 1og also \ryas a set22 of Dutch spoolls, some
metallic Dutch pipes, laclies' thimltles, and some few other
articles. "

In his 1863 paper, Dr. Parsons continuecl : "One glass her-
nretically sealecl contains a fluicl resembling ltrandy. No degree
of rvinter frost congeals it.

"The only. articles of uncluestionably Inrlian mannf acture
rvere warrpumpeage ancl stone mortar-pestles, the others being
all of Dutch origin excepting the English altd French coin.
The nortar pestles were used to pulverize their corn in wooden
mortars, the Inclians being clestitute of grincling mills.

"There were many other articles ancl fragments that might
be mentioned. The fiue state of preservation of many of them
is probably'attriltutable to the manner of excavating the sar-
cophagus or 1og, whi'ch was clone lty heatecl stones, that charred
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I{"silver chain" (P.)
1;"to the toe of an outside copper sole of n'hat appears to have been

a noccasin" (P.)
l'r¡rlnsicle of this moccasin rva! a leather sole, exhibiting neat work-

manship, and irxlicating a slerrder and delicately formecl foot." (P.)
11"4 similar article ornamented the lower part of the neck, above

rvhich s'as a large copper necklace, an<l bracelets of wampumpeage sur-
rounded the arms" (P.)

18"of various sizes from one to trvo inches itr diameter" (P.)
loCorrected to "wrists." (P.)
2ù"a French silver half livre, scarcely at all rvorn and bearing date

1650, lettered Ludot¡icus XIIII." (P.)
tl"English" ( P.)r!"a set of platerl Dutch tablespoolls, a fork and some Dutch pipes,

made of copper'ancl several thimbles. The amount of rvampnmpeage or
shell beads was \¡ery large " (P.)

I
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the whole cavity, giving it an antiseptic and preservative

quality.
"The skull of which it remains to speak was in frne state of

preservation. The sockets of the teeth were symmetrical ar.rd

perfect, indicating a flne set of teeth, and the form of the head

was well proportionecl. The hair was neatly clressed and abund-

ant."
Ì\,Iany of the relics were exhibited at the Rhode Island His-

torical Society in 1862, but have since beeu clispersecl. The
Providence Journal commented: "So large a collection has

never before, probably, been found in any Indian gra\re."

In lris 1862 paper, Parsons said: "I am frrmly of opinion
that the body here buriecl was the daughter of Ninigret' All
his other children married and lived to a great age. Her dress

ancl omameuts clenote that this was a female ar.rd of exaltecl

rank, ancl there was l.tot. an article found that was appropriate
to men's wear or tlse; 11o flint arrow-heacls, or spear points, or
frsh-hooks, or muskets. She was at the west end of the

Sachem's cemetery, where interments commencecl, and her's was

the first cleath in the family. The second death in the Sachem's

family was himself . It occurred to n-re that if the skeleton in the

next grave answered to that of the old marl her father, that the

point would be settled that this skeleton and all the relics be-

longecl to his <laughter. With some pains ancl trouble, I have

succeecled in frncling in the next grave to that we have examined,

a skull ancl other bones tl.rat accorcl exactly with what we might

see in the skeleton of Ninigret, the Sachem of the Niantics'"
Dr. Parsous, referrit.rg to the skeleton in the secoucl grave'

tl.re oue he oper.recl, wrote irr 1863 : "The boues denote the right
age, viz: over sevetlty years, as cleciclecl by an eminent clentist,

and also lty the angle of the lower jaw. The os-femoris cler-rotes

a man of large stature aucl more than six feet high'" Dr' Par-

sons thus sought to identify the body as Ninigret I through

similarity in age. In 1924, Prof . Hooton, osteologist o{ tl-re

Peabocly N'fuseum, Camllridge, "following the latest rules for

cleiermining the age of crauia," concludecl that the skull'3 taken

-.-,,¡o't in Peaborly Museum, cambridge.

a.
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from the aforesaid seco.d grave belor.rgecl to an i'cli'idual who
"could not have been more than 50 years old ancl probably was
some what younger at the time of his death." This accorcls
more with the age of Ninigret II than Ninigret I and so
strengthens the \\/euncluesl-r theory. Ninigret I was grown up
i¡ 7637 and clied in 1676, certainly agecl 68 or 69. Ninigret II
was nnder age ìn 1682, ancl died about 1720, between 50 ancl 60
years of age.

LIp to this point Dr. Parsons oltserr,ations and deductions
seem extremely proltable. l{e then statecl without giving any
authority that Ninigret had a claughter who probabll' <1ied in
1660, eighteen years ltefore her father ancl concluclecl that the
first grave was that of this daugl.rter, and the second grave that
of her father Ninigret I, who was all olcl r¡an wl-ren he died.

On the other hancl Siclney S. Rider without giving any
reasolls stated that the grave was that of \\¡euncluesh. Dr. Par-
sons'reasons would apply just as well to the graves, if tl-rey are
the graves of \\¡eunquesh ancl her broti.rer Ninigret iI as if they
are the grar'ès of a claughter (of Ninigret) who cliecl in 1660ancl
Nir-rigret I, for Ninigret II was a micklle agecl man when he
diecl, and his death was the first death in the family after that
of \\¡eunquesh. Parsous' decluctions apply better to the \\reun-
quesh theory for three reasons: frsú because we have no other
evidence outside of Dr. Parsons' statement, that Ninigret I hacl

a daughter rvho clied in 1660, ancl furthermore Dr. Parsons was
in error vùhen he stated that Ninigret II's own sister marriecl
the sor-r of Sassacus and.he also conf usecl Canonicus with l\.[ian-
tonomi, sccon,d\t the rank of \\¡eu¡quesh as r¡li¡g Scluaw-
sachem woulcl be much more exaltecl thau that of the hypotheti-
cal daughter of 1660 ancl hence the clress and ornaments woulcl
be more appropriate for her, anrl tlirdl¡, the position of the
borly.

The bocly was lying in a log that "had been split in two
nearly equal halves-each half then excavatecl, so as to admit its
receiving the body of an aclult." This form of burial would
seem to be an imitation of the English custom o{ placing the
body in a coffin. In 1660 the h-rcliars ir: -thtr,.Nar¡agangçit

;
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Metal shoe soles uuearthecl in the grave of Ninigret's <laughter'

In Peabody X'Iuscunt, Cøntbridgc, tr'Iass,

INDfAN GRAVES

Country \¡,/ere many ancl the white people few, ancl it scems
unlikely that at that periocl, the old sachem Ninigret, who clis-
liked and clespised the white people, woulcl adopt or copy their
burial customs.

In 1686 or' 1690, when Weunquesh cliecl the conclitions \\¡ere
reversecl ancl there were then many white settlers ancl compara-
tively few Inclians in the NarragansettCountry or SouthCount¡-.
The Indians hacl been subjugated by the whites an<l were dom-
inatecl by them. The Inclians of this periocl acloptecl more and
more of the manners ancl customs of the white people and it
lvouicl not lte surprising to find them aclopting the burial cus-
toms of the rlominant race.

The lack of eviclence in regarcl to the existence of the Prin-
cess Ninigret of 1660, the rank of \\,teunciuesh ancl the forrr of
burial, all point to the probabilitv that the gral¡e was that of
\\'euncluesh, who cliecl about 168ó.

Tl-re relics from the sachems' gra\¡es have been dispersecl.
The skull of the 1>rincess, the spoons, some pewtet' porringers,
a piece of iron chain, soms beads anci one of tlre so-callecl
brooches are at the Rhocle Island Historical Society. The shoe
soles, siiver wire cl.rain, some kettles, a small pewter vessel atlcl
some glass are àt the Peaborly Xluseum, Harvarcl University,
Cambriclge. The lock of Princess Ninigret's hair, mentionecl
by Ricler in Book Notes, is now ownecl by C)scar Tyler of \\¡ash-
irrgton, R. l.

Dr. \\¡ilcler of Smith College has reconstructecl the princess'
heacl from the skull by using the so-callecl Dr. His methocl ancl
an illustratecl accour.rt of this work appears in the American
Arrtlrropoligist, r'olume XIV, July, Septemlter l9l2 a¡cI \¡olume
XXV, 1923 p¡. 197-218.

Tucker states that Dr. Parsons oper.recl quite a nrlmller of
graves to oÞtain a supply of relics ancl adcls that those that saw
his collectiou macle the assertion that he clicl not accrlmrllate
one half as manv relics as were found in the frrst grave.

A suit was brought against the "grave-roltlters" of 1859 lty
Henry Hazard, Joshua Noca ancl Gicleon Ammor.rs, members of
the l.{arragansett tribe of Inclians, for grave-robbir-rg, a nris-",:,....:".'

+,
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clemeanor against the laws of Rhocle Island. They were ar-
raignecl l¡efore Joseph H. Griffin, Justice of the Peace, and after
being exan-rinecl, were helcl to answer l¡efore the Supreme Court,
which accluitted ther¡ anci exoneratecl them from blan-re, accord-
ing to Tucker.

In 1878 the General Assembly of Rhocle Islancl appointed a

committee to enclose anci nrark the Inclian Burial Ground at
Fort Neck, Charlestown.

J. R. Cole, ("History of \\¡ashington ancl l{ent Counties,"
1889), tells us that: "The grouncl was g1'aded ancl the remains
of tl.rose who lay without the enclosttre were removecl thereuuto.
In opening these graves several relics were founcl, such as pipes,

wampum, pottery, bottles, vessels of copper and other metals,
spoons, beacls, etc., but they were less iu uumber than those

taken from tl.re grave in 1859.

"One boclv was founcl in a sitting attitucle, ancl from the
size ar.rcl lengtl-r of the bones, it was supposed to l¡e a man al¡ove
seven feet in heiglit. His long, l¡lack hair, uncloulrteclly reach-
ing originally to his shoulclers, was in a state of good preser\¡a-
tion. This body was buriecl to a cleptl-r of seven feet, so deep

that it was cluite an unclertakir.rg to open the grave ancl retnove
its contents. The rucle cofÊns in which these boclies were de-
posited hacl alrnost passecl away, only small pieces of soft punk
being occasionally founcl, the color of which was a deep red, aucl

tlie Êlrer iliclicated the woocl to be ceclar, which grew so abut.rd-

antly within the immecliate vicinity." Anotl-rer grave was

openecl at Tivertol.r, near Stone Bridge in 1866, ancl some copper
kettles ancl hair was exhttmecl.ta In 1863 men working ou the
railroacl in XIiclclletown, R. L, openecl some Incliau graves. A
skull, a copper pot, some copper tubes, a bottle ancl some other
objects {ound at this time are now in the Newport Historical
Society IIuseum.

James N. Arnold writing in 1893" said: "In 1868 I saw the
remains of what was callecl an Inclian skeleton ancl I shoulcl

3aThese objects are norv in the Peabody Museum at Harvard College.
:sProviclence Journal, Nor'.5, 1893, R. L H. S., S. B. IV:13.
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judge so from the pipe, beads of shell a'cl arrow poi.ts fo'.cl
with it." He added that the right hip bone hacl l¡een broken.

Arnolcl also refers to a late¡ attempt to open tl-re Incliau
graves o' Burial Hill, charlestow', a'd states that tl-ris attempt
was prevetlted by the town authorities.

Ar'old relates that xIr. Hart u'earthed some I'rlia' skeretous
in a sand pit near Devils Foot, North I(ingstown. On one
hand he Íound 27 rings, most of which were lead, but a few
of them were copper and a few iron or steel. The leaci rings
bore the initials I. H. S. and were thought to be of Jesuit origin.
There was also a copper plate to wear arouncl the neck with a
"car(l" inscribed L H. S. Tirese relics were purchasecl lty lL-.
Daniel H. Greene of East Greenwich.

"The bank cavecl just right," lVIr. Hart said, ,.so as to expose
the position of the head. On one shoulcler appearecl a small
black mass. Or.r the other sl"roulcler a glass bottle.,' This bottle
u,as saicl to hold altout a quart.

In the fall of 1893 an Indian gra.ve was opened at Apponaug,
ancl tl.re Provicle'ce Journal for November 3rc1 contai's clralr,-
ings of some of the objects found ; an iron axe-heacl, a glass
lnttle, a metal spool1, a fragment of an iron kettle, two sforre
pipes ancl some shell wampum. 'fhese excavations were macle
on the eclge of a hill l¡ack of the house of I\4r. Henry B. X{atte-
sorl o11 the Apponaug-Centreville Roacl. In aclclition to the
objects mentioned, Mr. Xlatteson fonnd arrow-heacls, a stone
mallet, bits o{ pottery,, part of a large metal pot, wampum,
beacls, nrore Dutch bottles, the hanclle of a ltrass or col)per
spool1, a rir.rg marl<ecl I. H. S. ancl some English clay piltes,
which are probably iclentical with the pipes originally clescribecl
as stone. This collectioq sooll ltecame scatterecl, ltut a bottle
a-nd two pipes are illustrated in the Providence Sunday Journal
of Nov. 30, 1913.

The Gorton Collection of Indian relics, now at the Park
Nfuseum, Proviclence, contains various stone implemeuts four.rcl
at the Inclian cemetery at Kettle Point, East Proviclence; some
Dutch bottles found in an L-rdian grave at Pawtuxet, and some
inscriltecl brass rings founcl in the graves at Quor.rset, probaltly
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iclentical tvith the graves describecl by Arnold as near Der'ils

Foot. The Park Nlusettm also has relics fou[cl in Indian gra\¡es

at Wickforcl, at Fields Point ancl on Conauicut Island.

Almut 1873 some trade objects were found in Indian graves

on the Cliamplin Farm in Charlestown, of which the most inter-

esting is a copper hair ornament clesigned to represent two dogs'

Several Inclian graves were openecl at Bristol in Septen.rller

1898.'9c Nearly eigl-rt bushels of cluahaug shells were found

amorlg these graves, ancl four flat stones were {ound placecl

directly over the ribs of one of the skeletons.

Three Inclian graves were openecl at Westerly in 1900,'9i

in whicl.r were founcl an earthen pipe ancl some homespun cloth.

An lnclian gfave was acciclentally discoverecl at washington

Park, Proviclence iu June 1902 an<l three stone in.rplements tul-

earthecl ; a spear head, a fourteen inch pestle ar.rd a black cere-

n-ronial stone, now in the museum of the Rhode Island Histori-
cal Society. No olljects were found in this grave that clenotecl

contact with European civilization'
Son-retime about 1893 some relics supposecl to l¡e Inclian were

founcl near some graves at Bttrr's Hil1, \\rarren, ancl a contro-

versy ensuecl as to whether the graves wefe Incliar.r, some per-

sor-rs claimiug that it was a burial place of negro slaves'

In April 1913 a thorough excavatiou o{ these graves was car-

ried on ur-rcler the clirection of the late Charles R. Carr, all e11-

thusiastic archaeologist, to whom great credit is clue for this

work. A number of rings llearing the letters L H. S' were

founcl, also Dutch bottles, wampum, beacls, copper and l'¡rass

ntensils, stoue pestles, arrow-l.reads, brass spoolls' a llrass-l¡ar-

rellecl flint-lock pistol, two flint,lock gutls ancl one match-locl<

grln. Some perfectly straight coarse black hair was fottncl a<1-

hering to some of the disinterrecl skulls. Arr illustratecl ac-

count of these ñnclings was printecl in the Proviclence Stlnday

Jourrral for August 2+, 1913. Nlost of tl-re bodies were 11ot

lruriecl i¡ a sitti¡g positio¡, but were laid upol the right side

with the right hand placecl uncler the heacl al-rrl the kuees dfawl.t

2,rR. I. H. S., S. B. IY :144, 145.
2?R. I. H. S., S. B' V:211.
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to the chin. The beacls fourtl were of shell, of glass a'cl of por-
celai'. Shark's teetl-r were fou'd i. three of the graves a,rJ tl.re
beaks, feathers arcl wing bo.es of some cluite large bircls were
also fou'cl. In o,e grave tl-re feathers were i' a large ltrass
kettle turnecl upsicle down.

l\f r. Carr said : "In a si'gle interment we foultcl six boclies.
At first it was conjectured that these bodies were those o{ mem_
bers of the trilte who had been slain in l¡attle-then it was
thought that maybe they were the victims of â scourge.

"They were laid in two rows, with the feet of one row ancl
the heacls of the other practically touching each other. This
grave was aborrt 11 by 1.2 leet. One of the boclies was a little
lower in line ancl somewhat apart from the others. At the
head of this particular body was a large copper kettle, which
corrtained two ltroken skulls. This receptacle was partly upon
its side, the under portion having been crushecl lty the earth.
These skulls were removecl from the kettle and mixecl with
others, so that we lost the opportunity to identifv them ancl in-
dulge in clesirecl research.

"At the right sicle of the body was a long strip of ltark,
slightly curvecl, with the con\¡e-\ sicle up. Tiris was ter.r inches
wicle by frve feet long, and under it were thousancls of beacls.
On the heacl of the lrccly was a brass kettle, thrnst well down,
almost to the ears. It was customar)¡ for the lr.rclians to clo
this with their deacl.

"At the feet was a good-sizecl copper kettle, I shoulcl say of
three gallons capacity, which had l¡een coverecl with matting,
made from rushes ancl fine texturecl. At the feet of the seconcl
body 'n'ere founcl four leg and four arm bones, all human.
IJncler the thircl ltocly-that is at the fss¡-v/¿5 a kettle which
containerl several small bor.res, inclucling ribs, all human, as we
believe. At the feet was also a ltowl ar.rrl a plate, the latter
having some coât of arms upon it. The ltowl was eml¡ellishecl
rvith a tulip pattern ancl ltoth vessels were upsicle clown, ther-e
lrcing beads uncler the plate. Here, also, we fonncl wampum all
inch thick. A little clistance from these vessels were two or
three small copper l<ettles, about six inches itr cliameter, all up-
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sicle clown, with a piece o{ blanket acfoss the moutl-r o{ each.

These l¡owls containecl l¡eacls ancl wampuln' There was also a

square glass bottle, broken, but standing upright' Almost all

the other bottles fouflcl rvere placecl on their sicles, with their

mouths pointing to the north.

"There was next founcl a stone tobacco pipe, and uear by a

kettle in which was a pouch with a stick in it' The skin clraw-

strir.rgs hacl clisappearãcl, but the pouch itself was in a fairly

goocl state of Preservation.

"At the l¡ase of this group were two other bodies' The eight

were so buriecl that it woLrlcl appeaf that they had lleen interrecl

practically at oue time.

"\\re {ouucl mal1y graves with more thau one bocly in each'

sometimes that of a ctlil¿ being laicl beside au olcler Persoll' I3y

inference we have cleclucecl that all these intern-reuts were those

oi members of the \\¡ampanoag tribe, ancl that tl-rey were all

n-racle <lttriug the lifetir¡e of }lassasoit'

"Particttlarly interesting is the collection o{ pipes we have

obtainecl. One of these has two representations of the flettr-<le-

lis stan.rped upon its stem. This marks it as an olcl French pro-

cluction. There are types of very old English an<l Dutch pipes'

too.
..Averitallletreasufe,viewecl{ronrthemuseumcollector's

stanclpoiut, is a r¡eclalliotl, obtaiuecl by some Indian from the

top of au oval box, presumably a snuff receptacle' This I'vas

{ouncl by NIr. Henry Trombley o{ this town and lly him loanecl

to our lnllseun.ì. It was recoverecl by him on NIay 19 of this

year ancl came from an interment which had several lloclies irl

it, orl" being that of a chilcl. There were ill this interment, also,

parts of 
" 

-gl"r, 
beacl belt, a f ew pieces of wamilum' a small

glass bottle ancl the fingers o{ an infant'
,,The meclallion was taken to the works of the Gorhamllann-

facturing company ancl so interestecl vice Presiclerrt Holllrook

that he iacl a plaster case made of ìt from whicl-r to proctlre a

goocl photograph. By this treatment of the subject it was re-

.1.r.e,1 to oue plal.re of color ancl macle of even toue'

f
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",:\ copy of the photo-reprocluction thus ol¡tainecl was sent to
Prof. Block, who corrected some of the lettering as we hacl cle_
cipherecl here. There are two li'es of characters e.circri'g the
raisecl figure. These, Prof . Block wrote, are as follows:
X I,i AVR I TI U S *A VR* PR I N C* CO X,T X NA S S * E,T * X{ V* N{ A R*VE*EL*EQ *OR*PERI S CELIDI S.

'?rof . Block gave as the translation: ,Nlaurice, prince of
Ora.ge, Cou.t of Nassau a'cl l\,Iarchess of lleurs, Verre ancl
Viessing, Knight of Douscbar.rcl.,

"The medallion was n.racle, Prof . Block assertecl, after a cor-
responcling meclallion by DePasse, who was an illustrious en-
gra\¡er at the beginning of the ITth century. .I think,, writes
Prof. Block, 'it was brought to America by some Dutch ship,
as rvere the beacls and bottles, many specimer.rs of which are in
our museum.'

"The rings we have fonnd are of especial interest to those
who ha'e macle a -study of the religious history of this cou'try.
Rhode Islancl was settlecl, as we all l<norv, by Roger \\/illiams,
who, with his colleagues, hacl 

'ery cleciclecl views o. religious
conceruments. It is evident that the warnpanoags were coming
u'cler a cliffere.t religious i'flue.ce than the founcler of our
colorry realized, seeing that with the treasures placecl in their
graves were ltrass signet rings, some of which bore the charac_
ters 'f. H. S.,' ancl intaglios representing the Lamb of peace.
These were never made by Indian hancls.

"The eug.raving is too ârtistic. The only plausible solution,
perhaps, is that the religious tokens owecl their presence anìo1lg
the wampanoags to the missio'work traclition asserts was clone
among the altorigines along our Atlantic coast by the Jesuit
fathers. One of these rir-rgs, ancl a fine example, clug up about
20 years ago, is in the museun.r at Roger \\¡illiams park in prov-
idence.

"Altogether, I should say we have approximately 500 cliffer-
e't specine's, or fincls, that are to be classified, cataloguerl a'd
photographecl. A goocl cleal of research work yet remains to lre
do'e l¡efore a'ything definite can be saicl of trre collection as a
whole. Tl-re i'tegrity of none of it ca' be assailecl, ancl its
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