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20 RHODE ISLAND IIISTORICAL SOCIETY

alor.rg the hoist; the second by having ribbons sewn to the hoist

of tl-re flag at regular intervals ancl the flag was attached to the

pike by means of tying these ribbons. The thir<l method was

having a bit of cloth sometimes an extension of the field of the

flag made long enough to wrap around the pike as described by
you-this I find was often sewed making a cylinder through

which the pike was run. In that case I am inclined to think that

tl-re portion wrapped around the pike was not consiclerecl a part

of the color in measurement."
\,Ir. R. C. Ballard Thruston refers to the Sullivan Expeclition

flag as "one of the most interestir.rg flags in the country." He
explains its curious designs as follows :

"Apparently the makers hacl an allundance of white, but were

short of red material. Therefore, only four of the thirteen

stripes were red, and the white were arrauged one at the top and

the other eight in pairs. The cauton had a coilecl rattlesnake."

Rhode Island Signboards
Bv Howeno \{. Cn¡PrN'*

In 1922 the Society helcl a loan exhibition o{ olcl signboards

which created a great deal of interest. Photographs were taken

of all of the signboarcls iu the exl-ribition ancl illustrations of

tlre Rhocle Island signs are includecl in this issue of the Collec-
tíons.

The signboard had reachecl a high state of clevelopmeut in

the Olcl \\¡orlcl as a necessary and time-honored institution,

when it was transported in toto, design, form, ancl use, to the

growing colonies of the New \\¡orlcl. Social customs are most

retentive, ancl America absorbecl the signboard as a natural

phase of its claily life without making any markecl modification

in its appearance or use. As the original purpose of the sign-

boarcl was to inform the unlettered, its use in seventeeuth cen-

tury New Englan<l was practically as important as in England,

ancl the use of tl-re signboard gradually diecl out as eclucation

increasecl. The wooclerr Inclian of the tobacco shop, otle of the

Tit¡r. Ctr"rles A. Calder very kindly contributed his notes on early
Rhode Island signboards'
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few clistinctively Americau sigus, treld its own almost to the
encl, while the striped bar'lter's pole and the three balls of ttre
pawn shop came through with flying colors. The sigr-rboarcl, as

everyone knows, reached its lowest ebb at the beginning of the
twentieth century, ar.rcl has now taken a new lease of life for
three cluite different causes; first as the symbol of r.rationwicle

institutions as the bell for the telephone system, tl-ren seconclly on
account of the "historical revival," as the mocleru interest in
antiques might be called, and lastly as a means of cluickly com-
municating information to those rushing along in automobiles.

Signboards f all into tl.rree ger.reral classes : trade signs. the
purpose of which is to call atteution to the particular tracle that
its owner f ollows; tavern and sl-rop signs that are, like tracle-

marks, clistinctive of the particular house regardless of what its
business n.ray be; and toll signs which give the rates ancl

charges. The earliest signs in New England were in general
tavern signs, these being followed by trade signs as the towns
grew larger ancl tl.reir business centers became more cotnplex
ancl confusing. Finally, with the cotrstructiou of roacls anci

briclges, toll signs followed as a natural corollary.
The earliest sign clisplayecl at the recellt loan exhibitiou at the

Rl-rocle Islar.rcl Historical Society was the tracle sign oJ a Provi-
clence shoe-sl-rop, the sign bearing the clate 1718. Various types
of "Butes ancl Sl.rous" are showu in black and red upon a white
backgrouncl. The reverse of tl-re sign is similar in design, the

whole being abottt twenty inches square. This sign is particularll'
interesting l¡ecause it does not seem to have been retouched in
moclern times, the J form of the ones ancl of the seven, ancl the
scroll work beir.rg characteristic of the period. It ltelongs to the
flrst type of signs, the sort that we have clescribed as tracle sigus.

Tl-re earliest class of sigr.rs usecl in New Englancl was the
tavern sign. Each taveru was known by its distinctive sign. ancl

its reputatiou for service ancl for cheer was easily associated in
the traveller's mind with the emblem or clevice of the particular
hostelry. One of the earliest, if r-rot indeed perhaps the earliest,
of Bostorr signboards was that which displayed the King's Arns
and hung l¡efore the inn or orclinary that was kept by Hugh
Gunrrison as earh¡ as 1642.It is said that the uame of this tavern

il
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was changecl to the Sfofe's Artns cluring the Protectorate as a
matter of political and economic expediency.

-{ sign lrearing the popular English device of a Ro.sc and
Crozt,tt and the date 7725 is preserved by the Attleltoro Chapter,
Daughters of the American Revolution. This sign formerly
hung at the Daggett 'lavern, an historic builcling which is still
stancling in Slater Park, Pawtucket, R L The sign has interest-
ing ornamental iron-work, but one side of the sign has l¡een re-
touchecl, which is a great pity, for l¡oth the details of the clesigrr

ancl the coloring have sufferecl grievously.

Larwoocl ancl Hotten, the great authorities on Englisir sign-
boarcls, have <leveloped a classification wl-ricl-r lterhaps cannot l¡e

greatly improved. It will be interesting to list our American
sigr.rltoarcl devices in sirnilar groups, which tl-re reacler can then
compare in cliversity and number with those of Englancl. llany
interesting colonial signs still remain unrecorclecl, ancl it lvill be

the work of years l¡efore the American list can pretencl to rival
that oi tl-re rnother coulltry.

The historical or commemorative group of signltoarcl clesigns

gar,e ir.r later years a chance for America to clevelop some clis-
tinctively American designs. Some one once saicl, perl.raps slight-
inglr,, tl.rat thc Greeks l.ronorecl their great men lty erecting statues
to thenr, that the Romans rewarclecl them with triumpl.ral entries
ancl ovations, and that the English l.rung their portraits iu the
streets to serve as sigr.rs {or public houses. \Iany of the early
Boston taverlls followe<l this popular national trencl with such
names ancl sigr.rs (for the sigr.r was almost an integral part of the
taverrr) as tl-re Kincis Hcatl, 1691, The Qucut's Head, 1732,

Gcorqc or St. Gcorclc, 1721, Cron,tu.¡ell's Hcad, 1760, Aclmiral
[/crnott:s Hcatl,1743, Shakesþeare and Gcncral't'I/olf c,1768. As
time went on the worcl "heacl" graclually can'le to be omittecl, and
by the late eighteenth centttry the wor<l "head" is rarely foturtl
as part of a tavern's name. It is related that the sign of Cronr
zvttll's Hcacl was hung so low that all who passecl uncler it had
to make a necessary revereuce, and that Vertrcn's Heacl was
particularly popular 'because of his nickname of "Olcl Grog."
-A.lmost everyone of the olcl signltoarcls unlocks a flood of tracli-
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tion ancl fact, whicl-r would make interesting reading, ltut woulcl
lead us far afield from the subject of our study.

Tlre Ãirrg's Hcatl was of course a popular sign, ancl was four-rcl

tl-rrouglrout tl-re color.ries. At Newport we find not only a King's
Hcad, 1767,t'¡ttt a Quecnis Head, 1765, and also the sign of the
Quee n, 1750 ro 1770. A Ge¡teral Wolfc sign was hanging at
Brooklyn. Conn., i¡1773 before the Tavern ownecl lty Israel Put-
nam, and also at a Newburyport Tavern. f'his latter sign ltravecl
even the anti-trnglish feeling of the Revolutionary clays. At
Proviclerrce the sign of General AIontgomcrl ornamentecl an inn
at tlre North Encl of the town in 1784, ancl the sign of Gencral
Atnltcrst marked a stable at Newport in 1765. The heacl of the
popular Piff adorned many tavern signs in the New \\¡orlcl. It
hung at ìriewport in 1759, at York, Maine, at Lancaster, Penna.,
rvith the date 1808, and at Portsn-routh, N. H., it replaced the
head of the hatecl EarI of Halifatr during the stirring days of
1775. The À[arquis of Rockintglmrn was allother Portsmouth
sign, ancl tn 1769 the MarQuß of Granb5ls head invitecl guests
to an inn at Newport, R. I. There was also a sign of John
Wilþes at Newport in 1771, and the King of Prussio, in rement-
brance of l.ris service as an ally in tl-re French \\¡ars, was still on
a tavern tlrere in \766. Slrckesþeare was also popular, ancl adver-
tised a coffee house at Boston, while at Proviclence Sholtcsf eare's
Hcad, was for years the well known sign of the town's leading
printing house. \\¡itli the coming of the Revolution, American
heroes replacecl the former English notables, ancl signìroards
bearing portraits oÍ I4/ashiu.gtou., Franklin and LafalLrffc were
scatterecl galore throughout the colonies. These portraits varied
greatly irr nrotive, coloring and technique. There were LVosh.itt.g-

lor¿ Taverns, Washingtor¿ Cofiee llouses and later Washington
Hotels. A statue oÍ Franþlin still stands at the Franklin Build-
ir-rg, Proviclellce, a bust of Haulilton. stood on the Hamilton
Builcling, and of LVayland ou the Wayland Building. Boston
l.ronorecl Ioh¡t Hancocå by placing his portrait on a signboard,
and tlre portrait of [4/illiom Warren, the actor, as Falstaff, hung
for many years at the New Theatre Hotel in Philadelphia,
1882. The Anawan llouse, Rehoboth, Mass., 1836, commemo-

¡ated the famous Indian chieftain Anazven, of King Philip's
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War fanre, with a sigr.rboarcl pictttre represeutiug Auawan ou
horseback in an altogether too uodertr stvle. Tol¡acco was sold

at tlre sigrr o1 1'cctttttseh at Provicleuce in 1821. \\¡as this a iore-
rullner of tl-re wooclen Indiau of the tobacco shop ? The Vernon
Stiles Inn at Thompson, Conn., on an ulltlsually large signboarcl,

shows Lofttl'ettc, seatecl l¡ehincl a span of horses in the act of
raising his hat in salutatiotr. On the reverse the faces were rlc)t

fir'ris1.rec1, but n'ere left blank, without very much <letriment to the
generai elïect of tl.re sign. The ti,:,mnretnoration of the llarcluis'
visit, as u'ell as the signs of Hancock, Auezi,eu, Fratthlitt ancl

14/asltittgtott har,e the flavor of American l-ristory ancl shoulcl

certair.rlv l¡e classecl as new worlcl moclifrcatic,ns of signboarcl

clevices. Few classical celebrities were honoreci with signs in
New Englancl, altl.rough the Heacl of Híþþocrafcs hturg in colo-
nial Salem, ancl ÀIcllrire, in his cl-rariot surrouuclecl b1' Triton,
appearecl on a Pliilaclelphia signboarcl. The rer,erse containecl a

marine f is1v, a1rcl the complexitl, of the desìgns marks the sign
as of the clecaclent periocl, for signboards as well as heralcirr'
turnecl from sinrplicitl' to "picturesque bits" in their flaurl¡ovarrt

clecline.
'l'he secoucl group of sigus consists of those bearing ar.r

lreralclic or eml¡lematic clevice. '|be crou'tt is oue of tl-re earliest
o{ tlrese signs aucl is founcl ir"r Lonclon as early as 1467. Although
urrnrerrtionecl, it aha'a1,5 appears on the King's Hcatl and on the

Quecrt's Hcad in signs bearing such representatious. It is alsrr

ofterr foturcl stanrling by itself as a sign of the C)rozi'tt tavertr
Boston. 1715, or The Croant. coffee house, I3ostot't, 1718, \erv'
port, 1777, ar.rcl elsewhere, scatterecl tl-rroughout tl.re cok¡nies

<luring the pre-Ilevolutionar¡. periocl. 1'he crowu is also 'r'err'

popular in combinations such as the Rosc an.rl Crozt,tt o1 1725

alreacl¡' mentionecl. There was auother Rosc ttncl Cro¡r'u at
Iloston in 1728. ancl other colonial combinatiotts were the Hat
antl (-rozr'tt, Ne'"vPort, 1764, the Crozt,n, atttl Bccliz,c ancl the

C'rou,tt ond Rttsor. the two latter swinging at l3oston. The sign
of the Tlrre c Crort,rr.r l.mng at Lalrcaster, Pa.. in 1771.

Tlre ror-al arms, usually ttncler the name of the Kiug's.4rtns,
as at Boston in 1651 ancl later at Salem, fall into this group. The
Kíntt's,{i'nrs hrrng before a coffee house at Newport in 1767,
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on the other, each ring encircling a tree or ltlant peculiar to the

state it clesignatecl. \\¡ithin the large circle was a portrait of

\\¡asl-rington. This motive with much variation in cletail was

very popular clurirrg and immecliately after the Revolution. Later

tlris clesigrr was replaced by rhe Heatl of the Goddess of Libcrty.

The Attterican eacy'c holding the Arms of Con'ncctic?rú aPpears

on the tat,ertt sigtl of Darliel Loomis.

Heralclic charges such as the cross, the liou, the utlicortl, etc',

servecl as sigultoarcl devices in America as they dicl in Englancl.

Bostorr hacl its C¡oss Tavern, 1732, its Red Cross, 1746, and its

Great Cross. The Red Lion,, Boston, 1654, the Rctl Lion,Phila-
clelplria. ancl the Goldett liorl., Newpor|, 1773, were heraldic

lions, althottgh natural lions also are {ouncl on signboards. The

Goltlett Lion at Philadelphia, an heralclic charge symbolic of
Great Britairt, was changecl inlo a yellow cat on accotult of the

unpopularity of the lion in America clurir-rg the Revolution.

Other lreraldic cler,ices in use were the Tltree Horseslrces, Ilos'
ton, 7774, the "Floz,¡tcr de Luce," Bostort, 1675, the Unicortt,

Newport, 7773, ancl the Grectt, Dragon., Bostou, which tavern

Daniel \\rebster styled "the Heaclquarters of the Revolution."

It is of course r,ery difficult to draw the line l¡etween the

heralclic auimals of the second group ancl the real auimals ancl

nrytlrological mousters of the third group. The Líon. at Bostot.r in

1789 may have been an heraldic charge, but as the lion has always

been a popular beast the one appearing so soon after the Revoltt-

tion would seem more likely to have symbolized the I(ing of
Beasts rather than the British lion. It is easy enough to clis-

tinguish betweeu the two lions, if the sign is extant, for the

heralclic lion is a pecular'symbolic creation cluite unlike a real

lion, ancl the British lion is of collrse crowned. 'lhe Liott on the

signbôarcl at Amherst was certainly not heraldic. The sign of
the Liott hung before a tobacco store in Providence i¡ 1763, a

Liott. anrl Atlortar at Salem years earlier, and there waEa Runclt,

of Graltes and, Líon. at Providence in 1766 over Eclward Thur-
ber's store. After the dissolution of the firm of Thurber and

Cal-roone, Eclwarcl Thurber carriecl on his ltusiness at the sign of
the Brosett Lion in 1768. Various heralclic lions have alread¡'

been nrentionecl, as has Philaclelphia's famotts Yellou Cat.

z6 RTIODE ISLAND HISîORICAL SOCIETY

ancl irr 7766 a sign at Saybrook bore the King's Antrs on one
sicle ancl a ship on the other. Of the trade-guilcl arnrs we find
that botlr Bostou and Newport ltoasted a Frecttmson's Arnts and
a Bal¡cr's Arnts, ancl that The Paitùer's Arns hung ltefore a
Providerrce paint shop in 1769. There was a Dc Lancel, ly¡.¡g
Tavern in New York in 1763.

Samuel Adams Drake, Boston's great historiar.r, aptly wrote:
"The Revolution wrought swift ancl signiÊcar.rt change iu n-rany

of the olcl, favorite signltoarcls." lïe notes that "clown came the
I{ing's arms ancl up went tl.re people's arms" and that "the crowns
ancl sceptres, the liot.rs ancl unicoms furnished fuel for patriotic
bonfires, or were painted out forever." He continues "The
crown was knocked into a cockecl hat, tl.re sceptre fell at the un-
sheathing of the sworcl. The heads of \\/ashington ancl Hancock,
Putnam ancl Lee, Jones and Hopkins, now firecl the martial heart
insteacl of Vernon, Hawk ancl \\/ol{e." The Newport llercury
of Atrgust 19, 1776, contains tl-re followir-rg comment: "\\/ithin
a few clays past, the sign of the British. (Jttiou, /ocÈ, which hacl

been a tavern sign at a house in this town, near half a century,
was taken <lown and on Friday last the sign of the Flag of the
Thirtee¡t, Unitcd Sta.tes of America \¡/as put up in the place
thereof, by the patriotic owner of the house, who certair.rly cle-

serves every reasonable encouragement of his countrymen." The

-lrnts of tlrc Uu.ited States, the spread eagle with national shield,
of course became immensely popular in the late eighteenth and
early r.rineteenth centuries. The national arms appear on the

signboarcl of H. Pray's Inn, of Angell's Ceuter Hotel, at Centre-
dale, R. L ; of Witter's Inn in Cor-rnecticut in 1829, of the
Tavem of Norlhfiel<l F'arms and of many other inns. At the
Spicer Tavern at lJopkinton City, R. I., the Eagle and Arms are
surrounded by twelve stars, instead of thirteen, ancl a great
variation is of course noticeable in the arrangemellt ancl coloring
on tlre cliffererrt sigr.rboards. In many cases the Eagle otñ Arnts
appear on only one side of the boarcl and the other sicle is deco-

ratecl with a <lifferent clesign, as at Newton, l{. H., where the
reverse originally bore a Pwtch. bowl, ancl at Coveutry where it
bore a Yolte of oren.. The Bissell Taveru at East \\¡indsor, Ct.,

lrad an , ¡n,erícatt, eaglc on one side and Tltirtcen inte rlacing rings
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Tlre clog {amily was representecl lly the sign of the Dog otrd

Pot at Bostou in 1722, doulltless a copy of the famous old

Lonclotr sign, by lhe Grcylrcu¡¡d Tavern at Roxbury and by the

sign of lhe Greyhotr¡¡d at Proviclence in 1772' The appearance

oitl-,e proviclence Gre ¡,houn¿ sign is preservecl by a woodcut i'
a contemporary llewspaper ancl remir.rcls one of the huge woocletr

cat that until recently stoorl itl lower New York' There was a

Fot at Jaffrey, N. H., in 1802 ancl a Golde n' Fo'v at Providence

1¡ 1768.
A great many sigus bore the horse l¡oth by itself aucl also in

conrlrinations. We frnd The Black Horse at Boston in 1698, at

Newport in 1766, ar-rd at New York, and there was a very

curious Black Horse sign <latecl 1762 in the exhibition of Í922'

Jor.rathan Nichols kept tl-re 14/hítc Horse at Newport in 1759, and

iater a Wlútc Horsc hung llefore a taverll and a general store,

ancl the Whitc Horsc sign is founcl at Provicleuce in 1803, at

Boston ancl at many other places' The Horse by itself appeared

on the sigr-r of the Pemllroke Tavem ancl the Dewey Tavern,

1776. The signboarcl of the Grosvetlor Itlll at Pomfret l¡ears a

horse ancl the clate 1765 on oue sicle attcl ou the other a soldier

on horseltack carrying the Contir.rental or Grancl lJnìon flag of

1776. This sign was retouchecl some years ago by IIr. Hoppin

of Proviclence. In comllir.ration the Horse antl Eaglc' Newport,

1774, is uuttsual, not lteing nret.rtiouecl in the English list. The

J'Ian and Horse, Provicleuce, 1798, i¡ doubtless a \¡ariant descrip-

ïiî î ::,î'ïJffi ï: î t, äffi hîï ;?'l¡ :m J "":lr
signs that {ormerly hur.rg at Brattlelloro, Vt., and at Prescott,

flass.-This latter sign liacl on the reverse a Horsc and Riclcr'

The Coach ancl Horscs sigu rvas nsecl at Philaclelphia, at Cetrtre-

lrrook, Ct., ancl elsewhere, ancl a Sfalrl c and. Horscs at Provi-

clerrce in 1784. The ut.rusual sign of a Horsc, Ridcr antl Hotutrls

lrung at Hopkinton, N. H., i¡ 1786.

T\'te Unícot'i¿. was consicierecl as especially appropriate {or

chemists a¡cl golclsnriths, anrl clilerse romatttic tales ancl legencls

are relatecl iu couuectioll with this m)'thological beast' it is

believecl by nTany that the ttrlicorn is merely tl-re outgrowth of

}
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the <listoltecl accottut of the rhinoceros, as clescribecl 1l)' t.,.t.ttttl*
sailors. In later years sailors often exhillitecl the tusk or horn

of the ttarrvhal as evicleuce that tl.re1' hacl seeu ancl killecl a uni-

corll. The (Jtticortt antl l[ortor apProPriately hung llefore au

apothecary's sl.rop at Provi<leuce, ancl there was a Litt'icortt at

Newport i¡ 1773. This latter utticoru may however have beeu

heralclic.

C)f the bor.ir.re animals we note the ß¡r1l at llostotr ilt 1833, a

BilL's Hcacl at Laucaster, Pa., ancl aYokc of O-rcn at Col'eutry,
R. L, in 1811. The laml¡ hacl kng l¡een a poptllar sigr.r in Eng-
lancl, so it is not surprising to fir.rcl the sign of the Latttb aT llos-
torl as early as 7746, an<l later a [,4/ltittt Lotttlt at Prot'iclence.

Perclrarrce the reason |l'¡e Lotttlt is not f ouucl earlier in New Eng-
lancl is l¡ecause it might be tl.rought to sa\,or of iclolatr1'. Both a
Bucl¡, 1772, and a Roc-ltucl¡,1768, ancl also a Buck attd Brcccltes,
1774, swuttg orr sigtrs at Newport, aucl a /?¿:i¡¡¿lccr couclmttt anrl

an Elcþlmnt, 1760, were iu use at Provicleuce. Groceries were

solcl at tl.re sign ol the Gìldcd Rlittoccros at Proviclence, all

animal that seeurs to l.rave escapecl lìnglish sigr.rltoarcls. 1-here

was a Wltite Bcar at Nervport tn 1749, a Grcat lí/litc Bcar at

Providence irr the nineteenth celrtury, a Rabbít and, Tzt,o Pine
Trccs af Northfielcl ar.rcl a .FI¿f antl Bcaz'cr at Boston.

Human figures occasiouallv appearecl on sign-boarcls as the

Bot antl Book, 1762, tlte ß/t¡ch Bot, 1764, ancl the Giottt and

l[id(tct, all at Pror,icleuce aucl of necessity human figures aPpear

in con.rposition pictures. A r¡¿¿t¡¡ scatcd Ltt tabla zuitlt. zttitto gloss

was on the reverse o{ the sign at Cer.rtrel¡rook, Ct., ar.rcl tl-tere

was a Gold,cn. Hcad at Newport in l77l ancl a Brascn Hcad al
Corrrlrill, I3ostou, ir¡ 1760.

The. bircl group, though exteusive iu uumlter, is rather lirnitecl
in subject. Chief o{ the signboarcl bircls is of course the eagle,

some l.reralclic American eagles har,it.rg alreacly been merttioneci

irr conrrection with the seconcl group of clevices. The cagle on

the Pawtuxet, Iì. L, tar,ern sign is not an heralclic specimeu, bttt
rather a bircl emblem. This signboarcl originally bore the inu-
keeper's uame, S. Carpenter, ancl the date, 1825. It was later
repaintecl to reacl \\¡m. Har.rcock 1834, ancl later a l¡oarcl with
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the name \\¡. Carder was placecl or,er llancock's name, thus
recorcling changes in ownership. Tl-re famovs GolcJen Eagles ol
Newport, like the Horses of St. ìIarks, have had an eventful
history. Originally they are saicl to har,e been companion pieces

and to l.rave graced the gate-posts of nletcalf Bowler's elaborate
country estate in Portsmoutl.r, R. I. The panelling from one

room in his house is now in the American Wing of the N{etro-
politan l\Iuseum in New York. After the sale of the Bowler
property, these eagles were carried to Newport. One of them is
considered by some to have l¡een the Gold,en Eogle that served
.as the well known sign of John Bours' shop. It is sometimes
called tlre Golelen Eagle,1763, an<\ sornetimes is merelv re{errecl
to as tl.re Eagle. One of the eagles was later placed over George
Eng's store on Thames Street, ancl the other on top of Town-
sencl's Coffee house, where it appears in an old engraving of
.about 1840. This eagle was twice blown clown from its perch.
Toclay the two eagles, full relief can'ings, not pictures, stand
facing each other, orle or1 eacl.r sicle of Thames Street. One of
the eagles has suffered consiclerable restoration, the head and
feather-carving clearing clating from a late period.

The Gold,e¡r Eogle , Proviclence, 1809, perhaps the same as the

S¡rrcod Eagle, 1799, the Horsc and Eaglc, lrlewport, 1777, all
Tavern signs, the American, Eaglc, a Proviclence printer's sign,

181ó, the Eagle, Boston, ancl the Risiu.g Eogle, X'{alden, 1766,

give proof of the regard in which this bird was helcl. In Penn-

slyr,ania, a curious signboarcl bore a Hcn zvitlt, Chicþcns above

whiclr hovered an Eagle zvith a Crozs,n in its beak, and the

inscription read, "NIay the \\¡ings of Liberty cover the Chickens

of Freedom and pluck the Crown from the Enemy's Head."
The spirit of the Revolution is e'r'ident in this sign.

A few other bircls appear on sigr.rboarcls as the Srt'o¡¿ at Bos-

ton, 1708, tlte Doz,c at Boston, the Purblind Owl, and lhe Crozv

øncl Sausage both at Providence. The Thrce Cranes at Charles-

town, ancl the l¡ird on a Philadelpl-ria sign will be meutionecl latet

in connection with humorous signboarcls.

(To ltc concludcd)
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Rhode Island Signboards

IJv Holv¡nu M. CruprN

(Conclucled)

Fishes and irlsects make l)ut scallt showing as sigll-l)oard
emblems. The Dolph.ir¿ at Philacleþhia falls ir-rto this categor)¡

for the English list classes sea mammals as fish, ancl in 1768 the
sign of tlre Fis/¿ and Fr3tirtg Pon hung at Providence ltef ore a

dry-goocls shop. 1-he 'furtlc, a Proviclence sign of 1821, is a
l¡ery r1llr1sual sign-boarcl clevice. The Bcclt'ívc, syml)olic of busl--
ness, macle an appropriate sigu, aird we note the Beelúac,

Clrarlestown, N. H., 1760, the Goldcn. Beeltíztc, 1792, also called
the Ann. a,nd Beclú2,c, al1cl the Silacr Beehiac, 1805, both at
Proviclence, two lSechiac Ta.z'cnrc at Plrilaclelphia.ancl the Crot,i'¡¡

and, Bcch,íae .

The botanical group, flolvers, trees aucl l.rerbs, lrrings tts to the
puzzling Locust Sturnlt which is mentiouecl so oftell in the col-
trnrns of the l,lczt,þort Atlcrcurl,. It was certainly a well-known
lanclmark, but whether it was painted on a sign-boarcl, carve(l i1r

relief, or an actual sttlmp, perhaps gilclecl to serve as a sigrr, is a
problen still arvaiting solution. The Orangc Trce,17O8, anci tl.re

Logzt,ood Tree , 1732, were l)oth Boston tavern signs. The latter
sign cloulrtless owes its origin to the profrtable logwoocl tracle

that New Englar.rcl sea captains plied. It is worth lloting that the

Locust Stamp and the Logwood, Trce are American devices atr<l

are not listed among the Europear.r sigr.rs.

Tbe Buslt. was for malry years in Englar.rtl the tra<le sigu of
an inn n4rere o11e could be cheerfully refreshecl ancl it r.r.ray har-e

lreen so used i1l America. '|he Grecn. B¿lsl¡. tavern at l3arring-
ton, R. L, is perhaps an outgrowth of this olcl cttstom. llrs.
Earle nrentions a Pittc Trce lavern at East Poultney, Vt., ancl the

sigir of lhe Rabltit ancl Pine Trets aT Northfielcl, llass. Tltt-

Great 7'recs ancl the Wlrcat Shcof were Boston sigus.
A popular f ruit sign rvas the Bunch of Graþes, whicl'r, ttsecl

in 7712 at Bostou as a tavern sign, may have carriecl with it a
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Daggett Tavern, Slatcr P:rrk, Pa\\,tucket, R. I. This sign has been
restored.

Lancd b¡'tha Attlel)oro Chcþtcr, D. A. R

Rull Dog Tavcrn, Providence
I:ron l¡ltotogrøþlv in thc Socicf3,'5 Li[trøry.
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sul)tle suggestion of what was to be servecl, but as rlsecl at New_
port in 1773 over a calldle-maker's shop, allcl at proviclence,
1766, over a dry-goods shop, its sig'ifica'ce ìs cloubtf'l, ancl it
ltecame clearly a house sign ancl not a trarle sign. The provi_
<lence Bu¡tclt of Graþcs is still in e.xiste'ce, as is also the rrusi'ess
house, which still contillues to use the syml)ol, although the orig_
i'al is ìn the Flistorical Society ]Iuseunr. The provicience bunch
was for a while associate<l with a lio. as the sig'of the B,uclt.
of Gro.ltcs atul Lion. The Bunch of Groþes servecl as a coffee
house sign at Newport in 1764.

ì{aturally l¡iblical a'<1 religious emblems were 'ot poPrllar
clesig's f<¡r the sign-boarcls of the austere Puritans who settleci
ìtierv E'gla.cl, to whom srlch represerrtatiorrs woulci seem to be
sacrilegious ancl too strongly reminiscent of the Roman cl-rurch.
People, who we't so far as to cut the cross out of their 

'atioralflag, woulcl scarcely be expectecl to tolerate the portraits or attri-
lrutes o{ sair.rts upon their sign-boarcls. The few crosses usecl or.r
the early colonial sig's were rloulrtless heralcric rather tha' reli-
gious i' sig.ifìcarce, a'<1 have bee. so co'siclerecl. Trre rike-
uesses of saints ancl martyrs, as might be expectecl, were corl-
spictrotrsl¡' absent, although there was a St. Georg¿ Tavern at
lJosto'i'the early clays. Tiris ta'er'lvas also cailecl the cicorge
aucl seerns to. har.e l¡ee' 

'anrecl 
in ho'or of George as E'glancl's

rratiänal lrero, rather than as ¿r cano'izecl sairt. \roalls Arlt
was a lJosto' sigrr of 1656, lvhich was cioubtless consi<lerecl his-
torical rather than biltlical lty the literalists of those cla1,s. The
cilt Bible appropriately aclvertisecl a seve'teenth ce'tury sale'r
bookshop, a'cl the same iclea is agai' relteatecl a ce'tury or more
later irr Rlrocle Isla.cl, where the sig' of the Bibtc o¡td. A,cltor
hu'g over bookshops at Provicler.rce i' 1798 a'cl 1gc6, a'cl at
Newlrort t'1799. A ni'eteerth ce'tury provicle'ce apothecary
usecl tlre sig' of the Gootl So.,taritan, ancl like most apothecariei,
prolnbly livecl up to this sign.

The clig'ities, tracles ard professio's ha'e co'trirrutecl much
to tlre I'ariety of tl-re sig,-boarcl. Tl-te Kínct,s Íi:otC sigr.rs are
sometinres incluclecl in this group which is very comprehensive.
The sigrr of the Traacllcr; Provid.ence, 1767, the A|farircr, prov_
idence, 1794, the Sailor, also Proviclerce, the Alc-be(trcrs, the
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Sa'ilor and zL,otttdu, the -lhrce Iolllt s6ils¡.s, the 14/outtrled. Tar,
the Boatszuoin and Call, ñve Philadelphia signs, ancl tl-te Wootl-
t¡tan ond A:r-c at Germantowu are characteristic of this type of
sign-lroard pictures. The Soltlicr and, Soilor, often known as the-
Patriotic Brotlters, appear in various surrounclings, ancl are a
phase of the spirit of '76.

The ship and its accessories were favorite clevices. Boston
hacl the Sltip Taztcrtt, 1666, also called Noa|is Ark, and.later tl.re
Slú1t in Distrcss. There was a Slúp at Proviclence, another at
Philadelphia, and the one in l¡as-relief at Saybrook,1766, is now
at the Connecticut Historical Society. The Stcam,boat Hotel,
otherrvise Hatches Tavem in l{orth Attleboro. hacl an elaltorate.
ship design.

The Brigantfuc hung at Proviclence in 1766, the Nezu yorl¿
Pacl¡ei and the Slrip and Plou.gh. i¡ 1795 ancl a Possog a boat at
Newport in 1771, while Philaclelphia had the Bríg and Snozrt,
and tlre Tarc Slooþs. Parts of ships alsc were utilizecl as for
instarrce tlre Cross Trccs and the 1oþ-Gallant at Philaclelphia,
ancl tl.re Tr!5oiJ at Newport. The,4nclnr or Bluc Anclnr, 1652,
the Lighthott.çc attd Anchar, 1763,both at Boston, ancl tl're vari-
otts Bililc att,d Ancltot, signs give proof of the appeal of this
clevice.

Other signs featuring the oltjects connectecl with tracles ancl

lrrofessions were the Sntitlt's Anail,1801, the Sartd,le, 1794, the
Golden Recl ,1794, which was next cloor to the Slinaing Wlrccl ,

the Gold [,4/atcl¿, the ÀtIortar, the Pestle and, À[ortar ancl tl.re
varions comltinations of the mortar ancl other oltjects. A very
rurusual sign u'as that of the Àl[othetnatícol Instrun¿c¡¡ls at New-
1>ort in 1766. No English counterpart of this clevice is notecl.
The f our in. ltond sfage shown oll the sign of Cacly's Hotel at
Glocester, R. I., in 1810, as some of the other hcrse conltina-
tion sigrrs, may well belong to this group. 'fhe sign oÍ the Clocl¡
itt Àl[otion., 1814, is another unusual one.

The house ancl taltle ltroclncecl another group of clevices, more
prolific in Englancl that in America. Still we flncl here the
Castle,7675, the Pultclt Bozvl,7789, and the Goklcn. Keys, ¿11 ¿¡
Boston, the Gold, Cttþ at Salem ancl the Pezvtcr Platter at provi-
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Anoti.rer r.nore picturesque story is that it was rescuecl from the
fire ancl sellt to the Cherokee Indians, who tl.rereafter veneratecl
it as the in.rage of a god. A fascimile reproduction of this inter-
esting and imltressive sign is presen'ecl at tl.re Rhocle Island His-
torical Societv. There was also an earlier ?'t¿rk's Heotl sigrt at
Proviclence, clating l;ack to 1763. This is also saicl to have once
gracecl a sl.rilt's prow as tl.re figure-i.reacl of the ship Slr/laii, ancl
later to har.e been set 1lp on shore orler the owner's sho1t.

Larwoocl ancl Hotten rievote consiclerable space to humorous
and comic signs ancl to tl-rose that contair-r puns ancl relruses.
Americ¿ is, generally speakillg, \¡ery weak on tl-ris sort of signs.
XIrs. r\lice ÌIorse Earle. ir.r her entertaining book orr "Stage
Coach ancl Talern Days," from rvhich we have alreacly clrarvn,
mentions a few humorous signs, ltut these seem to 'l¡e 

merelr,
copies of sirrilar well-knoln ones of England. Five o{ these
may be worth clescribing briefly. The sign-ltoarcl ltearing the
pictttre of a lreaclless woman ancl the title, tl.re Qu,ict [,Vonmtt,
whiclr is scrrnetimes variecl as the Silcnt I|/ontatt or the Good
Il,'otttritr, lracl a strong appeal, as clicl the Struggling AIon, also
callecl -tlre ÀtIatt ntakirrg ltis zual' through thc 14/orltl. Tl.ris shows
the globe with a man's hearl, arms and legs protruclir.rg from it,
as he struggles onwarcl. The sign-ltoarcl bearing tl.re pictures of
.a tree, a bircl, a sirip and a mrlg of beer ancl tire f ollorving \¡erse :

"Tl.ris is the tree that never grew,
This is the l¡ird tl.rat never flew,
'lhis is the ship that never sailecl,
This is the n-rug that never failecl."

cloulrtless hacl goocl clrawing power for it was used at Bostor.r

anci Philaclelphia as well as in Englancl. Perhaps the most
famous huuorous sign is that of a man carrying on l.ris shoulcler
.a drunken womall, a monkey alld a nagpie, ancl having arouncl
his neck a chain ancl padlock marked "Wecllock." This sign,
importecl frorn lÌnglancl to the New \\/orld, is called A Man
Full of Troublc, a 1-raraphrase of the English title, A AIon. loodcd
zvitlt XIísclt'ief and A.[atrîntont,. The sign of the Four Alls
clepicts a king, a general, a nrinister ancl a laltorer with the
leger.rcls "I govern a11," "I fight for all," "I pray for a11," anrl
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"I poy for a11." Tl-ris sign, which hung at Philaclelphia, was a
slightly char.rged version of the olcl English sign in which the
Deail was usually represented with the legencl "I will have all,',
or words to that effect. The Tlrycc Crancs a.t Clmrlestozt,n, 1734,
is said to have lteen a play on worcls, the three bircls (cranes)
symbolizing the three cralles wl.rich in the vintry usecl to lift the
barrels of wine.

The last group of signs is callecl the miscellaneous group, an<l
is a sort of catch-all for rvhat remair.rs unclassiÊed. llere we
fincl the bell poltular both in Olcl ancl in New Englancl, there
lreir.rg a ßlu.e llail'favern at Boston as early as 1663. The
Goldcn, Ball Inn at Proviclence was a \¡ery famous hostelry,
where nlaclame Jumel, Lafayette, \\/ashington, Aclams, Jeffer-
son, l\Iaclison ancl James Russell Lowell stayerl at various times.
Tl-rere was a Goldcn Boll at Bostolr, another at Newport, at
Bristol ancl many other places. D. Hall's Goltlcn Boil from some
olcl tat'ern was shown in the recent exl.riltition, suspenclecl from
its ornamental ironwork. At Roxbury was a B.alt a¡td. pt:tt,
at Newport the 14/ltitc Stouc, 1790, at Declham the Lozt, Bool¡,
arrcl at Anclover the Horscsltoc,1692. Astronornical objects fall
irrto this group as the Slar, 1764, at Boston antl 1773 at New-
port, the Scz¿¡¿ Sfors, perhal)s intencle<l {or Charles' \\¡ain, at
I3oston, 1777, ancl the Sar¿, of which name Boston l¡oasts of f our
taverns l¡etween 1724 arril 1785. There was a .tø,r, at Salem, at
Proviclerrce ancl at Newport. 'lhe Carbot, 1855, at Proviclence,
is of this grorlp, ancl, though late, is interesting in that it is
paintecl upon tin insteacl of woocl, ancl the uame of tl.re painter is
klrown.

This opens up a very fascinating stucly that still seeks re-
search workers-the subject of sign-boarcl painters. Gilbert
Stnart I'reacls the list witli several l¡oarcls ascriltecl to hirn. Then
follows Benjanrin West, Bernarcl \\/ilton, ltoth the Peales, l\Iat-
thew Pratt, Louise Cl.rapin, Halpin, Rice, Hicks, \\ioodsicle ancl
Brown.

Nathaniel Ames, tl.re celebrated almanac maker, rau the tavem
at Declhan.r, ancl on account of uufortunate litigation, causecl a
sign to lte painted h 1749 representing the judges of the court.
The court sent a sheriff to remove the insult, ancl by goocl luck
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and hard riding Ames got home first and removed the sign. The
"Federal Convention of 1787 Inn" at Philadelphia had a pic-
torial sign showing the Convention, and the Union Hotel had a
reproduction of the engraving of the Declarabion of Ind,eþend,-
.ence. Picttre signs, showing Washington crossing the Delazuare,
hung at Philadeþhia and at Taylorsville, Pa. Pictorial signs
.and signs with verses mark the decline of the sign-board and
show a lack of taste, being entirely out of keeping with the pur-
ity of the earlier'productions. The charm ancl simplicity of the
early sign-boards carries their crudeness of workmanship, and
.conversely the better workmanship of the later complicated pic-
torial boards serves to accentuate their inappropriateness.

Toll signs are really a special study by themselves, for while
not as a rule artistic or ornamental, they caÍry a vast amount of
interesting inf ormation, economic, social and historical, in
the few lines of descriptive text and prices that they bear.
Often, as is the case with other signs, the paint of the back-
ground has been vr'orn away, leaving the letters standing in low
relief.

A very'remarkable sign is the Ha.nd,cttffed, Man, that formerly
hung over the cloor of the Kent County Jail at East Greenwich,
R. I. Exactly why a jail needed a trade sign is not quite clear,
.as there was evidently no necessity for the jail to attempt .to

popularize its service. Of course, some warden may have hoped
that this sign might serve as a timely warning to some soul \ryan-

dering from the straight and narrow path.
Additional material on our early signboards will be found in

the Rhode Island Historical Society Publications, Y :216 and
1{I:I44, and in Book Notes I :13 and VIII :121.


