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Metcalf Bowler as a British Spy

By JrNE Cranr

_ In the years following the American Revolution, Sir
Flenry Clinton, erstrvhile commander-in-chief of His
Britannic Majesty's armies in North America (177g_
11.82), was fighting his batties over again in prini. FIis
principal ammunition were the twenty thousand letters,
returns, accoullts, memorials, intelligence papers, and
memoranda, which he had brought back from America.
These had been scattered in chests and boxes at his house
in the country, and in buTcau drar,vers and pigeon holes at
his town house in Portland Piace. At least one bur,rdle
had been tucked away in the seat of his carriage. Sir
F{enry Clinton's collection of the British Fleadq-uarters
Papers was purchased in 1926 by Mr. William L. Clem-
ents for his Library at the f-Iniversity of Michigan. Buried.
among these was the story of a Rhode Island ((patriottt

who had corresponded with the enemy.
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As the papers came to America in their original dis-
order, n rs not surpnsing that the story was unravejled
backwards. Ln the hrst rrronth of catalogurng, I found
rnrspraced in the -A.rnold-André treason corresponLlellce,
five retrers or "ìlÌtelllgellce" written at Providence, R. I.,
and signed ((S. Il." Almost a yeer later, when new boxes
were opened for the first time, two letters signed ((Rusti-

cus" were found amorlg deserterst depositions, clispatches
to Lord George Germain ancl papers about the Burgovne
campaign. tts. FI.t', ancl man1, a better man, had been
crowded from my memory by hundreds of other names,
but ((Rusticus" remainecl. He had begged Sir Henry Clin-
ton not to disclose his name to anyorle, and I began to
think Sir Flenry had granted his prayer, when, after the
lapse of another yearts cataloguing, I found another letter
in ((Rusticus'tt upright hand. This one, however, was

signed in bold letters "Metcalf Bowler." The name sud-
denly reminded me that ((S. I{." had mentioned ((Mrs.

Bowler" whom I had taken to be his daughter. The hand-
writings of the letters were checked, the pieces of the
puzzle fitted together and the secret was out. Metcalf
Bowlerts correspondence with the enemy is published here-
with.

JeNa Cranr.

Portsmouth Dccr l2th 1776
Sir '

Fion some peculiar Ci¡cunstances attcnding mv situatiott in Life,
have been unwarily led from my Dutt', to the Kir-rg, and joined the

Provincials, in their Opposition to His Majesty's legal Govenunent,

ar-rd accepted of some offices, inconsistent, r.vith my ,{legiance to His
IVIajesty-but'since the arrival of the British Forccs ott Rhode Isiand,

(and having the opportunitv of seeing His Majesty's nìost gracious

Proclanatiòn) have desisted from accting in any capacity, contra¡y to

His Majesty's Governmenl-¡i1i propose to submit mysclf to His
Majesty's Clemency, as soorl as I am able, to wait on 1'our'Iixcellenc¡'-

I rvould beg leave just to obsert,e--I ant cloathcd, bl. the Goyernor &
Company of Rhode Isla'd, ivith a Co'rr¡rissio', as Chief Justice of the
supcrior cou¡t of -fudicaturc cou¡t of Assize &c trrroughou"t this corony,
and have sustaincd the Office of a .|udge of that Cou¡t, op*"rd, of Si*
Years-yet should ¡,r Excellenc-v judge it incompatiblc, with His Maj_
est¡"s Go'ernmt to retai. that com'lissio' sha' when r"quired of by your
Excelle'cyrdelir.er it up-n, the Hessian troopsarequarte¡ed on the island
and having committed nìanv outrages, and depredations, on many of the
Inhabittants, b' entri'g their FIouses, and plu'deri'g their Efects,
and er.en putting tìrem in fear of thei¡ Lives__as I am situated on the
Isla'd, should esteem it a far-eur, a'd i'dulge.ce, if your Excellency,
rvould order, as soorl as conr.ienient a Guard to my Habitation at ports-
mouth that I mav be protected, from the Inrolt. of tlìe l{essians_
hareing put mv self. under the protection of His Majesty,s Troops,
which Indullgence, shrll be gratefullv acknowledged, by him

Who has the Ffonor to Subscribe
With great deffe¡cnce & regard

Yr Excellenc¡.'s Most obedt hun-rble Servt

Marc¡r,r. Boil,r,¡n

To the Comm. in Chief of His Majesty's Forces in Rhode Island

I

I
I
t

(

Portsmourh Rhode Isl¡nd Scpr I5th l77g
5rr

when I had the Flo'or of co'r'ersi'g rvith vour Exce'ency a short
time ago at Ncrvport-1,eu desired I would k..p op an epistolary cor_
respondance with your Excellencv at New york_throo the hands of
Capt Savage-h¡;,ing since lou¡. depa¡ture thought â grcat deal on th¿tSubject-and at lengtìr co,..,e to a determination to do my self that
|{6t16¡-1}¡6'should it e*er come to the k'owredge of the provincials-
shall ¡un a violent risque of my Life and forfeit"u¡e of rny Estate both
Real ar-rd Personal-but as vou pledgrd ).our Hono¡ to ne_my Nameshould never be macle ¡re¡tion of-¡or called i¡to questiån_rny
Letters pereused by no person saving ¡,our self_th¡t I might rnake useof what signature I pleas'd so now I co'rmit my Life a'd Fo¡tune intoyour Ha4ds and Protcction_and hereaftcr shall acld¡ess you by the
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Sigrrature of (Rusticus)-but am afraid frolr my preserit-situation lìty
Correspondance rvill L.e productive of little se¡r'ice to His Majesty-
for the Pcrson f¡om whom l might hope to gain intelligence will be

afraid to Correspond frequentlv with ne here-owing to the difliculty
of Conveyance ancl apprehension of being detected-But was I upon

the Main my self-think I could easilv convel' anv intelligence neces-

sary to sonre Person in Newport to be forwarded to ¡'our self at New
York-I am willing providecl y' Excellency thought my going with my
Family on the Nlain might be productive of anv essential Sen,ice to
His Majesty's Government-and you rvould be rvilling to advance

me a Snm in Specie to carr)' vei¡þ ¡1s-1vlìich I might nake use of
(renclring )¡ou all account of the expenditure) not only for nry owll
support-but fo¡ other rleccssary and esselrtial purposes-consent to

quit my Habitation at Portsmouth and lea¡.e my Estate in Town and

Country in your Posse sion-and I think I dare ahlost assure your
Excellency-soon aftc¡ mv ar¡ival at P¡or.idencc of becomeirrg a Mem-
ber of their Council of War-a Reprcsentatirc in the General Assembly

-and 
as the choice for a new set of Delega165-fe¡ this State com-

nìences next SpÌing-should it be your rvill ¿nd pleasure-with some

pccuniarv assistancc-of bcing returnecl one of the Dclegates ir-r Con-
gress-hovvevcr that ar-rd the proposal llow mâde of lear-ir-rg the Island

submit to vour superior Judgcment to detcrmine rvill only add-that
there ncver could be a more favorable opportunitv for mv bcing ¡eceived

in the nost cordial nanncr.lnìongst them than at this juncturc-having
lvhilst they \¡/ere on ¡|¡s lsl¿11fl-¡1ade grievous complaints (and give

me lcave to say llot vvithout reason) of m.v trcâtrììert by the Kings
Troops-my Propertv havir-rg been destror-ed or taken for His Majesty's
Scrvice-your Exce'llencv will therefore take the rvhole into coìlsidera-

tion--and returÌr nìc an Ansrver-as soorì as possible-by the sane

con\¡e)'arlce that this ¡eaches ¡.oul hands-should r.our ExceJler-rcy think
it not expedient fo¡ me to leate thc f sl¡nd--but tarrv on it this Wintc¡

-l 
¡1¡s¡ earnestly intreat your Exccllencv would gii'e Orders-to who

e\¡cr nâl¡ be the Comnrt in Chief of the Troops on Rhode Island-
that my Person and Property rìây be protected f¡om lnsults-and that
I n-ray bc allowed sonrc recompencc for my Propertv rvhich has been

wantonlv destroyecl or taken from me into His Majesty's Service-my
House and Garclen on the Hill in the Torvn of Nervport-has been
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takcr.r out of '*'possesio'a.d co'r.e¡tecr ilito ¿'Hospitar for tlic use
of His Majest.r"s 43d Rcgrnt-nigh cigtcen montirs rgo_my Fìamr
rvhe¡e or-r I dwell-is a' enti¡c \,v¡s¡s-h.,'ir.rg haci a' L-r.nrr.,pr-rr"nt un
it for this two'ç'ears p:lst-rìot a ¡ail reft.or si'glc Fc'cc o'irrc rvhol"
F¡¡¡'-that ha'e rot beer-r abre to raise the reast procìucc for the sup-
port of mv Fanìih'-saving what Sauce mv Ga¡dcn produccd_my o,rlv
cow the support of m'' chirdrerl'-rì1ost *'a'to'h- Butcrre¡d .i,r." th"
P¡ovincials quittcd the Jsl:ìrìd-m.v Libra¡r.plunderd of Sixt¡, octcl
\¡olunles-rì\' Thrcc Ho¡scs & cort o' r''r, Fa'' witrr 'ry cart-takcn
from me i'to the Ki'gs se..ice-a'd altho tlie eur l\,{r Ge'll issued
an Advc¡tiscmcnt that eve¡r' Inhabittant should come and recei¡,e his
Proper*' th¿t rvas take' frour hir'-'otrçithstardiug repeated applica-
tio's har-e'ot l¡ee'able to procure tlìe retu'l of either Florses o-r cart
or an'1, satisfac¡1611-i¡-¡ short such has been the severc treatment I li¿rr.c
met rvith 6f lx¡e-¡h¿¡ am alr'ost' discouraged-a'd rvithont so'rc
aller-iatio's or assistar-rce-I shall r-rot bc able to support .ry self a'cì
familv orl thc Island-throo' the approaching-dis¡r¿l d¡ea¡v \d/111¡s¡_
I ha'e recapitulated 

'ry Distrcst circu'rsta'ccs 
'ot doubti'g you wil

take them irto co'sidcratio' a'cr f¡oln ¡'our .wo'tcd Good'ess a'd
Hurna'ity-,Ì.ou w.ili com'risse*te rrr¡. ,,..r.,. .nhapp'. conditior-r_âlìd
ordc¡'re some Red¡ess-i'sucrr nìår-'ìcr as shal be most agreeabrc to
vour Excellc'c'ç'-should I be per'ritted to lea'e the Isla'd doubt 

'ot1'ou will o¡der a Flag to bc procured to trarsport rr-rv famiry Furniturc &
a'd one Black ser'a't I h¿r'e rvith 

're wriich is trrc only help we have
to do famil¡' business-I wourd me'tio¡-r o.rc circurnsta'ce rvhicrr rrad
like to have slipp'd'rv \4enìrDorr'-and fo¡ rvrrich ha'e rikc to ha'e bcc'
brought 6¡116 ¡¡6uþl¿-1'ou¡ Exceile'cl' rcrneml¡ers rvrrc' vou took trre
Papers fro'r rÌre two vears ago .ln.,o.t-l i.form,d I hri r.rr*-p^;;;
Mone' 'v owr Propertr'-rvh,ich 

'ou was kind cnougrr to sav I 
'rithtkeep-whe' the P¡o'i'cials rvas on the Isr¿'d-ha'i'g 

'ot " p"ir ox",r
on m'ç' Fa¡n to Cart Wood or plough thc Ground_mceting rvith a
Fa¡mer who camc o' with. a Load of Flour for the p¡o'i'cials and was
discharged l¡r' the'r--a'd goi'g home s¡1 ¡hq Iv{.i¡1-I tempted trre Man
with a large P¡ice in Papcr Money for his Oxen & Cart_and pur-
chasd them with the Money you was so kind as to leave me_for nìy own
and His Majesty's Scrvice took a receipt for the Mo¡ey_a¡d made
report thcreof to the lìrst Kings offìccr I saw-aftcr the provincials

I

{

i
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¡etreatecl Sr Robcrt Pigot threater.rs to take them from mc as Rebell
Property ìrr expectation of hearirrg from yon I ¡emain yr most obdt huble
Servt Rusticus

His Excellency Sir l{enrv Clinton

Si¡ 
October ye 22d l77g

Your favor in ansrver to mirre of 1'e 15th Sep. this receiv'd by the
hands of Capt. Savage-I pcrceii'e by the contents I have your per-
mission to go to the Main with my Famil¡'-only l¡ou have nistaken
the Place Connecticut for P¡ovidence-as I have no trranller of connec-
tion in Connecticut Go.r'ernment-Iou nerrtion mv comeing to you
at New !6¡l¡-¡6 settle sonìe afâirs- before my departure for Provi-
dence-rvhat eve¡ Comnands you nav har.e for nre to exccute-nust
be t¡ansìlitted me here--th¡oo'the channell of Capt Savage for should
I attempt going to New York--,-o¡ rvas it only sumrised I purposed
such a thing-I should never be admitted to return anongst the p¡o-

virìcials-\'ou rvill be pleas'd thercfore to reconsider that matter-and
give me your permission if vou ìudge it to be necessarv fo¡ me to take
my departure with my Famill'-.cìirectly from l]¡i5 pl¿çç-¿¡1d penlit
me to have a Flag to takc me my Fumiture and Farnily on boa¡d f¡om
near nìy own own shoa¡-as it rvili save the expence of carting my Furì1i-
ture &c to Newport-not hearing from you of sone conside¡able lins-
had almost dete¡mi¡r'd to t¡y to tarry out the Winter on the Island-
ancl been makeing the necessary prorision of Fuel gç-|¡61rys1.s¡ if
you judge it expedier-rt for me to lea.r'e thc Island this Fall-and
repair to Providence with my Family-on receir-ing your Commands
shall instantly obe¡'-"rl¿ if all be mekeing the necessary preparations
for my emba¡kation in expectation of ¡eceir,ing your fu¡the¡ Com-
mands as soon as possible-youìl please to be as explicit as you can in
your Instructions and vou shall hnd thcm fullfil'd âs far as lies in my
Power-you wilì not forget to ordc¡ mc the-necessary-without some
of which shall cut but a despicable Figure-I nÌust entreât your Excel-
lency rvould keep the rvhole that passes betr"reen us in your 61y¡ þ¡s¿s¡-
for should it ever come to the P¡ovincials knowledge-of my Cor-
respondance nothing short of m1' Life-rvould pry the Fo¡feit-in
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cxpectation of hearing from you b¡ first oppertunity_I re¡rain
Wilh great estecrn and regard

¡'r Excellency's most obedt Servt
His Excelle'cy Ge'lt Cli'to' Rusticus

I ¡eceivd yours a'd sharl e.dcavour to comprv with the request if
possible-strict o¡ders ha'i'g been gir-er-r out for searching M"., ùorr.,'
and child goi'g dow'' or conei'g fron-r Newport-howeyer have got
Mrs. l\loody to take charge of this and hope it will reach yorr. h"id.
in safety the nìost mate¡ial 

'ews 
prevailir-rg is the capture of the Georgia

Fleet which ¡'oull perceive by the news papers that har.e ."nt Ãy
daughter and its confrdently whispered that a Fleet of rwelve sair of
the Line with Five Frigates Fre'ch & spaniards where to sail from
B¡est fo¡ No¡th America i' a short time afte¡ the cutter that arriv,d
from F¡ance and its taurked when the Freet arrives another attack will
be made in Rhode Island-lìowe\¡er there is no sign of an¡,_prepera-
tions going fo¡wa¡d here as yet on the contrarl they are .trongiy iorti-
fying the Town and Huntingtons Regirnent is under o¡de¡s from New
London for this place I believe the proposals said to be nade for peace
through the medium of the Cou¡t of Spain_rvould be accepted [ior,r]not lfo¡ the claim of]'t ,¡. whole of rhe newfoundland Êshery being
claimed as a te¡itorial dininion however the people i' g.,_r"r.l ".iheartily sick of the wa¡ and if not soon o'er the horrid depreciation of
their curre'cy added to thei¡ internal cristresses of their ava¡cious'ess in
derouring one another must in the end finaly-reduce them to sue
for peace-should there be 'othi'g \.ery matie¡al turn up before the
lst May shall hardly dare to renture writeing again without I see my
rvay perfectly clear-as ),ou¡ not sensible of the great danger I expose
nv self and familv to and after thc charge I have paid for the Flag
carting my Goocis to Newport and the grert damage dotle my Furni_
ture shall e'e' be out of pocket a'd house hardly any thi'g left for
the support a'd r'ai'tai'ea'ce of 'ry farniry my-Daughtcr ùeing reft
behi'd has caused great suspiscio'rre¡e and I am ratrrcr watch'd rvith
a jealous eye-arrd rs sureiy as caught in any corrcspondence no nìercy
rvill be exterded-lìowe'er shall yet rcmain frie.dly disposcd tho ha*
l¡een so severlv handled at Nevvport f:rrcwell yrs. S. H.

I

¡

r'This phrase lras bccn crossed or¡t

J
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P¡oviderrce April 25th 1779
rly trunk and Mrs. Bakers rvhcr.r brought up to this torvn uncler rvhent
thc ¡nost strictcst cxamination c.'ir-rg to info¡Dration bcing rcceivcl sìre

brought of a largc parcelì of coutrterfeit pâIrcr nlorley-but thei¡ sea¡ch
provcd abortilc nothing being-found in her or mv trunks and she hating
bccn gone don,n to Boston sorne da¡' bcfore in the Stagc Coach.

ln aclditi<¡n to rn'hat \ves rvrote last-an express rrrir.'d from Con-
gress this rvcek ancl the Brigadc station'd in this Torvn are now ftorn]
marching o¡dcrs-and its saicl an expedition is on foot against Canada-
ftoml Genl Sullivan is to havc the Chief Ç6111¡1¿¡d-¡hat a Frcnch
Fleet is expcct [ed to] join them up the Rir.er Sr. Laurence by thc
latter end of this month at fart fher pt.] its rurlor'd all three of the
Biigadcs in this Vicinity arc to hold them-selr.es in ¡cadiness to march
at an Hours notice-howct-e r they rvill not sti¡ until they rcceive
thcir back rvagcs due to them rvhich a¡e deficient above six months
they are ordered to be paid up to this d¿¡¿-þ¡1 no Paper norley yet
a¡¡ir-'d all their public offices are destitute of e.r'cn tìrc Papcr t¡ash this
causes great murmurings (hor,veler the trulk is) the expedition is

against Çanada.-l am apt to think from thc orders issu'd and ca¡-
pelltcrs procurd and sent 6ff-fer to repair all the flatt bottom boats

in the differerlt palts of this ar-rd also the neighboring States that the
expcdition on foot most probable wiil be against Rhode Island and that
they are in expcctrtion of a F¡etrch Fleet to a¡ri.r,e on this Coast the
l¿tter cnd of the Month l¡ut its oniv nìy owìl conjecture I know nothing
for ce¡tain-Congrcss h;rs certainl¡' emporvercd thcir Ambasado¡s at

the Cou¡t of F¡ance to treât rvith thc Court of Great B¡itian on Te¡rus
of Peacc which are to be Ncgotiated through the Medium of thc

$panish Ambasado¡ I am now running the grandest risque possible
and pledging my Life at stâke, and for what a paltry pittance, that has

been mo¡e than expended in the transportation of ny family and elfects,
and all promiscs nade mc been violated-without sonething handsome
is done sooì1, to lnake me compensation, and encourage nìe to persevere,
you nust not expect to hea¡ furthc¡ from me-as I think I have dis-
charged mv promise, made punctualr', and c¿nnot think of jeapordising
my self and family anvmo¡c-tho shall neve¡ do any thing prejudicial
to govcrììmcnt, you nìay rely ou, but keep my self a strick neuter, until
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affairs a¡e settled. I might har-e been co¡nrniss¿rs General, of this depart_
ment but absolutcly-refused i^te¡lnedling with ar-ry ofice-the stricktest
se¿rch is made off e\¡e.ry person going down or comeing up from New_
port-then should I.ou send auv nessage or eny thing you rnust be
cxtreeml¡' ca¡efull and cautious.

providence l\Iay llth 1779 S. H.

p¡ovidence 
June 5th l779

Altho' I said i. 'ry last you must not expect to hear f¡om me agai'-
until some thi'g ha'dso're was further done rreving as I before ob..ru"d
expended the whole gratuitv in removeing m¡ family &c. contrary to
my expectation and the st¡ongest assu¡ances given vet ", 

.t,oo *"r,
desirous of liearing from me, cannot ¡esist nv strong iircrination, to
ser'e '''v Friends-especialv as I am assured ,'," -,ir.*",i:"' ,;tìi ;;
safe-nothing r-erI' 

'rateriar 
hrs turn'd up sirce I wrote rast o'ry the

intended èxpedition seems to be crrtirely dropt at prcsellt, and we are
as I tlihk only or.r ths d¿fq¡1si1,s-altho' the G. C '

tio' of'"the,a¡ri'el of ã fre'ch fleer o' ,1.,. .o.ri'ilo:ìl:::iå:iî,i-
lutel¡; '¡1n¡"¡ng the necessarv preparatio's, for a d"r.;;'.r-;; ì;;;
shoul.l. thev a¡rive:er.ery Boat is in readiness, the trVaggons 

"ll pre-
pared-1ind Thirty Mer-r workirrg eyery day in the Labratorr., ,rrlk"_
i'g cartiidges, a'd other necessar:!¡ warlike stores-the Militia 

"ll ,oorrd,
a¡e o¡der'd to l¡e in readiness, rvith tir¡ee days p¡oyisions ¡eady .ook,d,
ard l¡oats sent out to discor-er the Fleet, rnd gi,." the r_e¡y_earliest
i't-elligence, shouid the' arri'e on ths ¡6¿s¡-ll'lwitrrstandi.g 

"ll ,rri.
militar¡. preparatio'-I am sure, they ha'e'o othe¡ fou'dation for tlie
expectation of a Fleet-than b¿relv nhat one Lt Devilie¡s tvho was
Capt of Marines on boa¡cl the l)ean Frigate, that arrivd sonÌe ti,'e ago
i'the Rir-er Delawa¡c fror',rV'arti'ico u,ho savs that he di'ccr o'
boa¡d the La'guedoc-x^d thet court De Estaing told hirn-he 

'righti'fo¡n thc ¡mcricr's he should be i' their s".ì b¡. the tc'th day"of
.func at fr¡¡he5¡-t think ther. scenì rlow rather apprehensir.c of a
r-isit from
cxcccd 1000 cffccti'e n.ìc,Ì-la\- o'thei¡ arms sei,cral 

'ights past thcy
are cncamped on thc Hill above Mr. Snorv's Mceting Flouse
I have latclr'madc a tour to Boston, and rvas there durring thcir Genll
Electio'-I fi'cl thc ¡rcople m'-rch dividccr cvcry orìc wishing an end

I



ì

l)I IO"I RTIODE TSLAND TTISTORICAL SOCIETY

of the contest, and depriciating the fi¡st Authors of their Misery_
in sho¡t their Cu¡rcncy is becomeing such viJe trash, that they value
it not more, than thc dirt under their feet-a' the trade .*..i"d o,r,
is meer chicanery, or a knavery, not an upright honest trader, to be
found amongsl i|¡q¡1-l myserf exchanged Dãtars as twentv frve for
one-and indeed, the¡. withheld, their most valuablc .orrroâiti". 

",rdwould not dispose of them fo¡ the paper t¡ash_between the F¿rme¡
and the Me¡chant the poor people are squeesrd 16 þç¿¡h_syery neces_
sary art;cle of life is about fiftv p Cent dearer, than here, with us_
I hea¡d many that were high Sons of Liberty formerly say_that was a
B. fleet to appear and Blockade the Harbor,-and a land force lav Siege
to the 'I'ov/.-not an hund¡ed Inhabittants rvourd go out-for thãy
had ¡ather su,bmit to B. Governnrent, than lr. oppr".rJd in the manner
they now are-I saw nany Friends, who are yet there, and seem to
keep up their spirit, in hopes of derive¡ance, in due time-the¡e are
no Continental Troops itr Boston at present rror in its envi¡ons saye a
few Invalids, and G. Heath who commands in that_departnìent
has just receiy'd orders, to repair to G. Washintons Camp_we have
herc-Glovers Brigade co'sistg of about r000 effective rvfen co'reils
Brigade which is snall, at Ti'erto', ar-rd its ¿¡yi¡6¡1s-!¿¡¡runs Bri-
gade, which is but very small-sherbu'res Regnt at B¡istol and 

.wa¡ren

-a 
Regimerrt at Gree'wich south Kingston and arong 1]¡¿¡ 5|¡6¿¡-¿

companv or two of ye Black Corps are_stationed at Warwick Neck,
and its 6¡1'l¡6¡s-l onìy give this information of their station of the
Troops, fron what I have collected, having never seen thenì my self_
but am thouroughly convinced, they cant raise on an alarm, fo, ,orrr.
verv considerable ti're, above 2000 effective ¡1gn-¡hs Trai' of A¡til-
lcry-which a¡e in this Town, and perhaps make arnot to about 300
efective Me. last 

'r,eek 
our Go'r receiv'd a Let, {rom G. Washington

pressirrg the se'ding fo¡rva¡d the States quota of Troops, u,hich thev had
voted to raise, and at the sane time info¡ming them, their affairs, wore a
gJoomy aspect' and that he had ¡eceived-certair-r interìige'cc that the B.
Arni¡, 1¡¡6u1¿ bc ¡eirfo¡ccd, with 101000 me. from G. Britain, to acct
'offensivcJy, this Campaigrl-1þx¡ there dicl not appcar the Jeast pros_.
pect of an accomodation, taking place arrd without his Army was
speedilv rei'forced, he must quit the l-ield, this Letr is kcpt 

". " gr.^t
secreet, but I got the intclligence, fron one of the Govrs f¿¡l111,_eorr_
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grcss ha'e bee' sitti'g trris Trr¡ee Mo'trrs, to stop the deprcciatio'
of the cu¡¡e.rcy' but having at le'gth got as f¿r as trre rule of pazzre
have gir.en ovcr thc attenìptilìg any remedy, better than ¡¿¡¿¡ie¡_¡_
and have ordered, that Forty Five Million of Doll^.r, be c¿lled in by a
Tax, on the States by the ûrst day January 17g0,_which i,., n y opp;,.,¡o,r,
i'stedd of helping rhe great depreciario', rvill se¡r,e ,o aáp."åin,. i
s¡ill 161rys¡-¡1o Pe¡sons of a'y co'sequence, seens i'cli'ed, to irtcr-
fee¡ in Gove¡n¡1s¡¡ ¿ff¿i¡s-Gove¡n'm't is at present conducted, by a setof low, ignorant, headstrong Men-I have bee¡t strongly solicitcd, to
except se'eral posts, but have decli''d them_thinking t .rn at present
do much more service in a private station, th.., * pubiic._t t ..p Shop
for a Livelyheej.-¡[e had but few Goods to sell .u".y E*op."n
Articie being so yery scarce here, and estravegantly dear ih.r.foå at
present' conûne 'ry self, to the west India produce-G. G. has swore
the first person he catches, conveying intelligence, he will directly hang
up'-thereforc think what 

'iorent risque I run, and t¡enbre'.u..yl
noment, at the consequence, of a discovery-howeve¡ I flatter I shall
not fail of a Reward he¡eafter. adieu y p &

S. H.

I w¡ote you sonìe time ago giving vou a full account of affairs as tìrey
stood then-Since which have not heard any thing from vor,_tho
trust your generosit¡'--since which the Brigade st¿tiend in thi. To*,,
marchd last weck and are halted at New London we have here only
-facksons 'small Regiment and they came f¡om patuxet_tlr.y 

^."under great conste¡.ation for fea¡ of an attack as am confident the¡e
could not be 1000 efrective men raisd under some very consirrerabìe
time-and r.ery few of the inhabitants would turn out-and 

'ruchmore dificulty to bring in the Cuntv people_who a¡e now in the
higth of þ¿¡vssl-if ever strike whilst the t.on i. Hot-I ca't rearn
of only two Brigades of continental troops in all connecticut and one
is that march'd from this place-but very few of the t¡ai' of artilery
is hc¡e at prcsent--and the¡ are iu no manne¡ prepar,d for an attack_
there is taulk of calli'g i' 1000 Militia fro'r the Massachusets_how
soon the¡' nay arrive ç¿11¡ ¡¿ll-¡[. grcat rìcws f¡om the Southward
of the dcfeat bcforc Ch¿rlestown provcs prcnìature the¡e acctualy having
been no ¿tt¿ck on tlìe Lines-but if K_s_ Troops are in possession

I
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of Fort Johnston and conmancl Ashley (iys¡-1hs it still rcported
the G. Moult¡ie r.r'hent out and attack'd ancl kill'd and took 753. tho
belicve it vvants mnch 6611fi¡111¿¡is¡1-they are extrcelnly jealous of me

of late and seenì very shy-as I dot-rt solicit any falours nor accept of
any-offers they nakc of Posts in Govem¡nent under them-and they
industriously circulate nry Dr. is n¿¡ied to a B. olhcer-l do assure

you I run the nost violer-rt risques imaginable and shudder at the con-

sequences of a discovery whilst I write there is a Centry placed on

the greet Bridge to stop all transient persona that passes ar-rd cant gir.e

a good account of thenselves and ca¡¡ies thern immedietely before

G. G. I shall be under the greatest ter¡or. until I hear the Bearer

has reached home-as he is suspected and I believe is norv under Bonds

-I 
beg should you send or w¡ite it nray be donc rvith the utmost

câution all the Prisoners here are sent down to Bostorl for safety-l
dont think the Schee¡n they har.e unde¡taken to help the depreciation
of their currency will succed as the country-people rvill not come into
the measu¡e proposed-but yet keep up their produce at a rììost erlonuous

price-their seems to be a gloom on the countenance of the great

folks--and they invcnt l)'es to Kcep up the spirit of the lower sort tho

the¡'bcgin to sec through the deception and sa¡. the¡'-will not risque

thcir lir-cs to save opulent lllens estates-the inlistments hcre of troops

goes on very slow indecd thcre is a nerv Corps raising to consist of

200 men unde¡ the command of Col. Ba¡tou to acct as a flying Anny
to range and ha¡rass on y'oui shoare on the Island &-but tho

great bounty is gir.cr-r they inlist rery slow-l am af¡aid I shall not

venture to iet you hca¡ much mo¡e from me rryithout some alteration

of timcs-and exceedir-rg anxious witìrer these ¡eacìrcs ¡,our hands if it
should 'r-rot )'ou lìray expcct to hear of m¡- sacl fate-farcrvell

P Jul¡' l3ïh 1779 S. H.

Sincc mv last, macle a journel'to bosten, and had the plcasure of being

in company rvith many rvell rvishc:rs, four-rd that proliuce in a very

u'eak and defenceicss state, rvithout anJ. troops, savc a fetv in\¡alids-
the castle and other fortifications, much out of repair and neglcctedi
cspcciallv that pert of the castle, tor",'ards the larrd, in a rveeak condition.

-no 
soldjers kept to garrison the castle oulv a ferv invalids, to hoist

the colours, and do other drudger¡'-r,i'hilst I was at Boston, the¡e was
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an alann fi¡ed for four ships, being in thc offing, makeing for the
harbor, which th¡ow'd the i.h¿bita'ts, into great conste'ration, expect_
ing them to prove, the errem¡,s ships, rnany taulked of leaving the
town.----others, of rallying the militia, ar-rd collecti'g what 

'ur]nb"rsthev could to go down, and help defend, the castle &c but at length,
they proved to be, rwo of their own contl. frigates, with two ..rgli.h
packets their prizes-ir was rhe general oppinion, of thinking p"Jpl",
that the s¿¡ls flss¡-¡hat was send as a reinforcement, to penobscot,
might with great ease, haye e'te¡'d the harbor of bosto., t"k",, pos."r_
sion of the town &c--in such a defenceless condition, were they then in,
no ships, no troops, llor men, to clefe'd their fortifìcations. I left fou¡
contl. f¡igates i'the harbo¡ just return'd, from successfur cruises, ard
of consequence-rnan,d, and lying at the wharfs, ar-rd dock yards, to
¡efit, fo¡ sea, which wont be of some time, as the sailors are'a shore,
spending their prize money, and some of their Capts gone home, to
see their fa'rilys-there s,as also-a fre.ch frigate, in the harbor, in
readiness, to ¡eceive monsr Ge¡rard, and convey him to Francc, the
new ambasdr havir-rg set out for philads to relieve him_in short, no
thing seems attended to, in that province, but accumulating, paper thash
good eating-drinking, and fareing sumptuosly, every day_and as to
their deferrce, thev see'r, much to trust, (to Ffeaven for thei. safcty ¡'d
protection) they are nost a¡naz.ingly chagrin,d at their late pe'åbscot
expedtn-and everl sal, that Rivington,in his relatio. of the affair, ca.not
exagerrate, provided, he dorrt say, all their troops, were captur'd_as to
the late stipuJation enterd into, concerning the reducing of the priccs of
provisions and other articles, and endeavoring to appreciate their cu¡_
¡crlc)¡, ârrl thorroughly con'i.ced, will never have, the desi¡ed effect, as
the country are very slack, in brir-rging in any sorts of provision. their
markets, very badiy supplied,. and every art used anð method prac-
tised, by the count¡I people, to eçadc the stipulation, n,rd ., thor"
that are. posses'd, of largc sums of paper currency will farc wcll if to
be procured, at an/ rate-so they se¡d their se¡,a¡ts i¡to ye count¡y,
purchase at the stipulated prices, wirh the eddition of a gratuity_¡hs
nìercantile part, are also prectising every mcthod, to evade the stipula_
tio', by withholding such goods, as are most wanted, and such articles, as
they cant, under any pretcnse withold, they even addolt"ratL, o¡ prac_
tise some fraud so rs to c'acle, the stipulated price of those articlås.-

I'

i

!
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the Colony of Connecticut, not as /et having-entcrd into any stipula_
tions, are feathering their nest, by purchasing large quantitys, of west
india Goods, Tea &c frorn the me¡chts i' Boston and in order to induce
them, to sell them large quantities at â time, they givc a gratutiy, over
a.d abo'e the stipulated prices-rvas inform'd, the¡e had 

'ot bee' less,
than fou¡ thousand rvagon loads, of wcst india produce, carried out of
Boston, iuto Connecticut, since the stipulation, took place-the excha'ge
as nigh as I could learn, w,as from l 5 to 20 for o'e at presert, but expected
to be much higher, in a few nÌonths, as congress keeps the p¡ess con-
ti'ualy strikeing-thev emitted. o'e week in July 'o less than frftee.
million of Dollars, therefore, should the¡. be left to the'rselves, they
must sink unde¡ their enonnous, continental debt, or their paper cur-
rency becor.ue of no value and die in the possessor's hands and so pro-
ducc a general bankruptcy, you nÌay easily perceive what small hopes
they have of the appreciation of thei¡ cu¡¡encv, or of the present stipula-
tion, takeing place, long-and should their currency not be made
better, before the tirne of the continental soldjers e¡rlistnents expire,
which will be in the lVlonths of Nov. and Decenbe. next-they never
will get a thousand men to re-inlist as I all well assurr,d, they will
place no more impìicit faith, in that reverend bodv, the Congress-wood
is extree'rly scarce and dea¡ at Boston, no less tha'o'e hund¡ed Dollars
p Cord-----on my arrival at Providence-found a prevailing report, of
Count D'Estang being bound to No¡th Ane¡ica with a large squadron
of line battle ships and frigates, with six thousand land forces, onboa¡d
the fleet, and that a Sloop left them, that a¡rir,'d at Bedford in Latd.25
Longtd 70 steering N. N. W. their destination a profund secreer, only
by their takeing on boa¡d N. E. Pilots, and others well accquainted,
with the Ca¡olina Coast, they were judged, to be frrst bound, to Georgia,
and to secur the whole N. E. Coast-Gen. G. seemd nuch to
credit the report, arìd i' conseque.ce gar-e orders fo¡ all the flatt-bottom
boats, to be got ir-r readiness, the wagons, in order, the trai¡r of artillery
to hold thernselves, in ¡eadiness to march at an hours warning-Gen.
Corn. troops to be emplovd in cutting fascines and the saw-rnills, to go
night and day, to saw plank for platfomrs &c howeve¡, its now nigh '

thirty days, since this Sloop arrivd and no fu¡ther intelligence receiv'd,
of, the flect being spokc with, or seen, any further to the northward,
therefore, imagind they are gone to windward, o¡ were neve¡ seen
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at all, as reported-ìrowevcr, should anv authe'tick intelligerce corne
to hand, concerning them, before this is calld for, you ma¡, dcpend, onl'eing duly info¡¡''d the¡eof-I nìust once more mention, the critical
situation, to which I a¡n continualy expos,d in keeping up this fre_
quent correspondance for should it once be discover,d, nothing short
of my Life, and the utter rui. of ny Familv must ensue. I have dis_
cngaged my self and refused, ser.eral luc¡utative employments which
har.e becn repeatedly offercì me, as I think it best 

"t this juncturc,
to be ir-r a private statien, by which must har.e avoided, their test_acct,
a'd am freer, from bei'g suspected of holding any co¡respor_ldence a'd
am on good tenls, with Gen. G. to, I receir,'d b¡ the lasi Flag sundry
a-rticles, for which, you have rn¡. thanks, and prov,d u.rv 

"g.J."bl", ",do assure ¡'ou, I am at great expeÌrce to support my famil.t,, and hardly
any thing to do it vr.ith, but what little I g"i, in the shop keeping *^y,
and my tapital is so small, that can por.h.r", but few articles, to runnv Shop, could I now and then, get a suppl¡, from Ncwport it would
assist me grcatly, and should g.nt"fut¡,-r.t nowledge thc favor_per-
haps, ì\{rs. Bowlcr may bc permittcd soon to come down to sec her
i\'loth cr

Providence Sepr l5th lZTg S. H.

P¡or.idencc Octobcr 2d, l77g
should an open Lettcr conre off from her Sister, M. Gee or my Daughter,i' forr'ing of her, being in a bad srate of health and d"rirous, ol ,""_
ing her Daughter-but si'ce I nr¡6¡q-þ¿1.g been rucky enough, to obtain
leave, frorn Gen. G. for my Daughter if agreeable to )¡ou¡ self, and Gen.p¡ssç6¡-16 pay nìe a Visit herc. w.ith his rJl._,_, ..ro.ro'ce, of her.havi'g
liberty of returning-¡rhen eyer she inclines_should vou think it
adviseablc to let he¡ come, the soone¡ the better, as the Weather, will
g_rown cold & blustering-uou may depend, on receiving o,., h". ,"torrr,all thc intelligencc possible, and should she come off, your being soki'd, as to make r s¡.all additior-r to the Goods, all ready sent of a few
peiccs of blk and tailored ribbons, a few green shoe bindings a pieceor two of black calamances, olle or two dozcn mo¡c blt .
Handke¡chicfs, a piece or two of good Cambrick, a fcw packs of pins
and some coloared and coarsc white Thrcads some black and coloa¡cd



II6 RIIODE ISLAND I{ISîORICAL SOCIETY

sewing silks-a small assortnent of cultery wa¡e in Buckles pcnkr-rive

&c-ând a good Case Coat cloak that is camblet, linn'd with bare, then
I may be lit in the cold during the Winte¡ season, ro pick up, intelli-
gencc now am to inform you since what I wrote, on the other sheet-
we have had va¡ious reportes of a french fleet, being seen of being at
the Hook-[torn] as where so sanguine is G. G. of their comeing he
has sent out a Vessell to look for then, who is returned, without being
.able to see, or hear aney thing from them-and there is no manner of
any certain account of their having been seen, since they were left in
I-,at 25 Long 70 two of your Anspach Soldjers, arrived here, last eve-
ning who repo¡t, you have ¡eceived an account by express f¡om N. york
of 22 Sail of the Line being of the Hook, which G. G. puts much
conûdcnce in-as he catches at everything that looks like their comeing
here, to the no¡thward-but I think they will not be he¡e this Season
at least-for am well assu¡d G. Wash. no¡ Cong-S have any advice of
thei¡ intention of coming to N. America this Fall-yesterdav, amid

Jacksons Regiment of [torn] lfroops f¡e¡1 les1q¡-they were sent to
reinforce our People at Penobscot but were too late and a¡e just returned,
to their old station, in this Island they amount to, betwcen 3 or 400-
and se¡r'e thern, we ha.r'e only 500 militia, with a few artilery-all the
troops are unde¡ marching so infatuated is G. G. about the f¡ench fleet
arriving on our coâst the States are got almost ripe, to quarrell with one
anothe¡, Massachusets State, has prohibitted, every sort of merchandize,
.and provisions from beir-rg transported bv Land, into arly other of the
States, & Contecticut is purchasing all the cattle, on the borders of
our Statc, and driving them into theirs, to kiìI, and give almost any
price-the Countr¡' People dont bring in anv P¡ovisions scarcely, nor
any Butter Cheese &c, thus we are almost stan'ing, in a Land of Plenty,
and the article of Wood, is also very scarcc, the Countrv People, with-
olding it, and rvill not bring in 

.W'ood 
at the stated price-then expect)

we shall go to loggerheads-amongs¡ 6¡¡ssh's5-l think this Winter
must picture a Scene of the utnost Confussion, should things not tâke
a strangc alteration as the Continental Troops title of inlistment will
cxpirc and anr sure they will not re-inlist, as they rrroìtey now s¡¿¡ds-
and how they can make it bette¡ cant conceive, thc¡'have emitted such
quantity and the Press, still kept strikeing of more, to supply their
demands Col. Bartr¡n's Corps fills very slow, he has not above sixtv men,

à.d has done 
'othi'g rcmarkable, as yct-the Co't. Frigates i' Boston

is gctting ready for Sea, and an embargo laid, to mann them perhaps
she mav sail in th¡ee o¡ four 1a¡ssks 1r¡1s-but berieve not mochioonJ..

Biographies of Metcalf Rowìcr, rvho rvas chief Justice of Rhode rsland in 1776
and 1777, will be found in the Record oJ tlte Descer2arr ,¡ Cn"rù, io*L; ;; ñ: ;:
B-rxvler; ?/re Biogmþhical Cyclopedia ol Rhode Islan,t, i. l30i Anrdls ol'Trirti,
Clurrch, 

.Neae 
porz, by George C. Mason, p. 107; and 

'Iiistory'oJ 
tn" n.ir"go'r-r-"i

Cltrrch b¡,Wilkins Updike, 1907, v. Ii,p. 197. The panetiini tro' or. ii ii"
roo¡¡s of Metcalf Bos'ler's h.use at portsnrouth is norv in the Anrerican wing of theMetropolitan Museum of Art at Nerv York.

'W'atermarks on Early Rhode Island paper

On March 25, 1764, articles of partnership were drawn
up and glgned for the establishment and oþeration of a
paper mill in Rhode Isla¡rd. The principal participants
in this €nterprize lvere Capt. John Waterman ihe printer,
his..father-il-1"*, Capt. Jonãthan Olney, Mr. Jó,rathaí
Ballou and Mr. William Gocidard, the piinter. "

A mill was built orì the Woonasquatucket River near
the present Olneyville arld the manufacture of paper began
in 1765. A detailed history of this and subseqie"t pro""i_
dence paper mills appears in the Ancericana Collector for
Jllday,1926.

Fq'l{l'F*lcF

WÁTIìRI\.ÍARKS ON RIIODE ISLAND PAPER

IVA'II'ERMARK IJSED BY JOHN
\I/ATERMAN oN pApER u.qnr lN l7ó6.
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.,John Waterman, who operated the paper mill at OIney_
ville used as a watermark the word ÞROVIDENCE as
early as 1766. This watermark appears or1 rhe paper of
many issues of the Providence Gàieue. The Watärman
paper mill eventually passed into the hands of the Olney


