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R oger W illiams and the In ane
'-

by BRA DFOR D F. SWAN

One of th e aspects of R og er \Vill iams' humanitariani sm
whi ch has not been stressed by his biographer. is his conce rn
for th e insane of 17th Centurv Providence - th e "dis
tracted persons,' as the~' were 'called in the language of
tha t day.

Our re cords of insan ity cases in th e Col ony's early years
are meager indeed, but I have unearthed two in which
R oge r \ Vill iams had a hand. Both involved wom en: Mrs.
Adam G oodwin and Mrs. Robert Pike.

Consider first the case o f M argaret, wife of Adam
G oodwin. Other writers' have given attention to th i epi
sod c in earl y Providence hist ory, but no one, I believe, has
heretofore noticed Ruger Wil liams' connect ion with the
ca e.

The facts are relatively well kn own . The pitiabl e lady
was th e obj ect o f officia l so licit ude on 25 'larch 1651,
whe n th e T own Council voted to take custody uf her prop 
erty an d prov ide for her mainten an ce ." '. he d ied a littl e

I Ri ..h. rrd Lc Ha rou Bu\\ t"n . in T lu P rot ,j j{o :( (' (J,tth uf Alegi.m«, ,)Ol.{ I ts S igu (fs,
1651·_' ( P rovi. Ieucc, 19';'3) ,Ie p. St}, gi \-c..·s, an L'Al:t'l It>nt JII('ulllt"nLlrr sum m at ion u (
the nsc, J .H nl' ~ I I. .:\ llcting , \\ri tin ,Er the sec ri .ru lin " T hl ' PUdr, T he Dcfcc tive a nd
T he- Crimin 11" ill EJwJrJ Fi" lJ's ."', .l f t' of Rh o,/I ' I l I.PI..' ,w li Provi.trn,» ? /rl1lf.llioll

:1/lh, 1::'1 11 (J tIll' Crntu ry ' .1 ilist ur)' ( n ;)&[ I, n & Syracu sc, 1902) , I I I, 3ljll-~l)I, .1 150

~i \'(' ~ . 111 ;h t.IIU J1( II f [hi s (:1'>to
, h\lt bccau se hl' mi ~I'L° ;td th e O IJ Sty le d:lte lit." di d n ot

C"nnl'..:l \ Vill i lin \\ ida th e .uf .ur.
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RHO!)F ( ~L.\~() II (STORY

more th an a month later, Oil 2 ;VIa\, J651 the coroner's
- "

j u ry repurt ing th at "we lind so nearc as we can judge, that
either th e tcrribln cs-, of t he crac k of thunder U ll the second
of the t hird month or th e co ld ness o f th e night, being she
was naked, d id kill her.? "

Two letters to th e T UWIl, one o f them fr om Ruger
\\'illiarn ,had spurred th e T own Council intu tak ing actio n
in iVJ1'::'. C oodwin's hehal f. The author o f the oth er let te r"
is not kn own, since rhc sig nature is lack ing. " Th e le tte r :

Sirs take it not vnki ndlv t hat I once mor e p rse n t you WIlt t hc dcstrac rcd
case of the w ife o f Adam G ood w in. it can no t be e xp ected th.lt lung sh e

SllCl UJ.! liuc in this condit ion haueing nu ha rbou r fro m t11.:S<.: pi nc hi ng

n ight<. o ur selves (wh o I he l ieve .i rc hc tcr p rou iilcd fo r t hc inside t h cn

her self Considering her Iol [ I.," ca n hard l," bcarc suc h an inconvenience

o f w.nu o f lire an d h I I ( alll sorry we sho uld bring our sc lue s

und er suc h a reproa ]c h I to the co n tI"}' about vs as to sufcr her in her
willfulln e : th Ie.'" will sarraiulv rcra in e an d cucrcasc rheire olJ o pinion

of vs t Iha t I wee are a people vo id of Reason because void of G oucrm cnt
welt they w ill pr,t.:nt this case in rh c irc argui ngs to p rou e it. Sirs W I

ho uld I sa." or doc m o re t he n I haue• .'·ou arc th e e.' cs o f th is poor.: T owne

to see sea rch an d view th e m iscar ria g es, and if <he sho u lJ m isca r ry in t hi s
cond ition how eucr th e Law I in view j ] of her willfulncs m ig h t free ."ou .,

yct th e sta in c of Hloud lte"r J and st ick so [a st that it 01 .1." p ut you to
h eart~· sorrow. if Ite"rl powt.:r had been ow ned to be ill my h.mdes ill
thi s case I hoplel [felll'l this I sho uld h aue fo rce d her to h auc li ued W l h

her h usban d wh o [Ie"rl of right she belong ct h I"I1to hut it hat h been
concl ud ed and plea d ed that I hau e no power esp t.:ci all .'" in th is case: Only
I w ill 1101 fr t.: t.: tn." sd ft.: from Charit.'" is! to th e poort.: J istrac t t.: d creatu re
50 Carr as show you h t.:r woefull co ndit io n 2ndl ~' 1 to yor selut.:s [() kt.:ep t.:

.'·ou from th e ta illt.: of bloo d and to th t.: T own e in Gen nt.:rall a retai [ n)
or ra the r to regai nt.: th t.: ir e na me. I ho pe I sha ll not h.1Ut.: [ lUI') further
ocas ion to p ut .'·ou in mi n d of .'·our place abou t th i151 bu t .Judg e .1 h int
i, ,uHicit.:ll t to th t.: wi :e T h us desirring a [u'lI·) roll .t ructio n to be m ad e

" Ihid, II. 1M.
~ III th e r(H; Fil'~ :5i"n Ilf lh t' ;lllth or . wh o ru rch;t~("c.f it from ;1 P n n id l' nce dt' ;lll"r ;1

f(·\\" .,",t",lrs ag o.

i. Al thqu,?' h t ilt' h .lTHJwriri n~ is ... ill1ilar t tl t h .ll Id T h n m ,l!i. O llll'Y i:. ~d~l~ n..... ;t rs ;1
strong rt· ....'mhLl11 ct' to th ,lc uf J o h n Sm it h of \\T:1f\ \ jck , ilt th e t inw rn:~i Je[(t o f thf'
l"n lflny, ,l o d frnm is ( (ln f..'xl tht, !t-UtT ,tF'pl'ars t il h;l\"c lW t' 1l \\ ri Ut'n h.\ ~11 1I1l' lI n t= in
o tftci ;d p(lsition, Smith , h; l\"in he·(.·Il:l rlt"itdlhor (d :\I r :o:- . {; U I IJ \ \ in, \d ll'n shr> \\ I .. cill'
wi tt' o t I-r:. n ci!- \\~t' ~ ( on (the LI.:t t h ;tt \I n;. \\' e"l o Jl .m J :\I rs. l ; o llJ \\ jn \\l'n' t h t" ~ ,lnlC'

r t' f !!C1 11 \\i ll be pH'St 'n ll)" dt'm f'Il:'tI" ,1tl' d 1 miJ: ht \" t' r~' n.1t ur ;111~- h ,l\e' \\ri Ut' II t hi~ .lr r l·al.

o f mv f' d, )f,: lines to ,\l1lI ,IIlJ rh,u ~'ou will .Iu lg it Ill .' [uue to .IOU I shall

[.Ik" 11\ ' lc.iuc hut re -t
~'or Lo n eighbour

[ j ig l/, ' Iur~ rli/,/, t'J I

On 22 January 165 11 ( i.e ., J6 5(1 I ) Roger \\'illiams
wrote a lung letter" to the T own. it contai ned live request s
or prop osit ions. The th ird of these is u f interes t to us,
as can he seen :

Fo r ( "rJl~ ' ) I cr.iv c .'or Considc r.u ion of .',t l.u ncnrnhle oh icct (w hu
shall I S,1\ ' of all o r censure or p itie I .1111 su re ) of :tll our wonder &
A, tOIlid lll'lI m r' wcsron .! m.' · experience of ."e dis te m pe rs of p er-ons else
wh ere" m.i l.cs m e Con fid an t. \.1 (alt houg h not in al l t hings yc t ) ill .1

g rent me as. rc she is .1 ,lis tnc te :1 1\ '0111 .111. :\1." req llest is .'.t .'"ou would be
plc.l , ed ,,:,, 1...: w hat is left of hers in to yo! ownc han:1 & appo int son~e to

orde r it for her supply : & i f it nu y be. let some publike Act of lIlerCl.e to

her :\ .:n :" it i.:s st.m.l up on Reco rd amongst .'.e rnercifull Acts of n mercifu ll
' Tuwnc, " h.uh rt.:ct.:a,·eJ manv m e rcies fro m H cau cn, & remember' ~. I

\\ ' e know nut how sooue or w i ~e s 111.1\ ' he wi clowcs & or children orphans ,
vca & ,,',c. lle he ,le l' r iued of all or most of or Reason . before we got.: from
'hcn ce. Lxc,pt l1lt.:rc.' fro m .'.e G o ,l of m e rc ies prellell t it :

ThLTe i ~ 11 0 doubt but that it was these tw o letters which
convinced the T own Council tha something shou ld be done
fur Vl rs . G oodwin. L nf ortul1ateh' the woman succu mbed
to her illness, hut at lea st the 'Town followed R oger
\\' illi ams' ad vice and thus there is in the town re cords o f

,; P r o \ idt" u' T .." II P .lpe r :': tl, o.;~. It i .. pi illtl ,J in E,lI /\ R ' I IIT,I , ,"' t h&' r fj ~~ Il

oj Prr,..·i./ r 1/ ,1 , X\', _~ ~ __~4,

'; \ .. I l'oi"Ht J Ilu t in 111~ ti r ..t tOI.tn lltt' , ~u rt i ll f'" m i.,t t.,;tJ tht' d .lt n ill thi~ (".I:,e •

ht. f.li lcd t t l "t."l" th ,ll 22 l ,lOlJJ.n - 16,0 ItIl' .H1 S 1(), I . T h ll,;; h e' lh \lll,g-ht t ltl'rt.' \\ L'rt.' (\\ II

l· " St· :;. II I in~lllt' \\111111"n l:ccli rri l; g ;1 \"t' Jr .lr: l1 l , ~ lt s . \Vn, t o n ' ~ in .1 .,1111.11\' . 16;11, ,lIlJ

~ 1l ~ . ( l l 1o J \ \ i n ' s i n ~1. l fl h . )fl':;I , Hilt \\hl' l1 d u ' ,btl'S an: " ~ lI rr l'( h'd " t o (la ' i r ,1C ll1.1 1
rL'Jati \t.· r , .. it il 1;;:. i t \\ill ht' :-t' t' l1 liLt[ till' T .. " 11 (,,"O lillfil .ICl ed i n flit.." C lI o tl \\ ill L,I "O t'

t\\ , mo n th ...m J l hn'c J;I\' ~ ,lt tl' r rt'n,j," i l1ll \V i l l i ;I IT1 ~ ' It' u er in ~t ' h ,l ll "f ;\11"1 . \\" t ' <[ II II,

Furt he rm uTt' , \\ 11('11 thl.:' t :lll rh ,ll till' ~ i \ l'l1 n, tI11l" in horh i ll~u n C('S i~ \1 .lrg .tfl ' t i o;. .tl ~ll

Llkell illi n ( OIn<ii id (' r, l tio n . it 5 l ' l'Tlb Ili gh l.\ irnpTI.h,lblt· l h,lt lhclT \\ " ul .1 ht, t \\ ll '\lI 11Wn

f l f th :lt 11,1:11(' ill ~ .iItl' ill Pro\"idt ' IK c .II Ihe S; lnlc.- tilll e:, \\rh :1[ j l:: I milC h ii m pkr n. 

pl.lll .ltill l l • •m ,l 4111t": th:ll df' :lr s up ;t11 dirlkultie:s, i ~ IL I[ \\" i ll i :I1H ~ , t'itht.'r by JI H"l t' II!

h .•h it , q th rl tll,gh n ror . rd er n:d [ I I \ 1r ~ , C onJ\\i n by laT ti rs t IIIJ'llund· ... 1l,lllW

\\·!' .Ho n , I l1 li dl'llt.l1h '. th i;; Shll\\ S " h.l [ bC:C llTIt.:' ot dl l' \ \' i d l l " \ \' CStHI1 "afte r her
ltu ~b .tJI d . r r .lIh i ~. d ie:1 SOIllt.' t illu' bt'tll r t.' .; J UIlt.· I () .J.~ : I~ .1 re sult I .e lll ~ ill1rri~ tlll nwl1t

.It \ 1a, , ~,l(h \l " t lb B,I~' dur ing th e.' ( ; 0 1tOll tr o ublt, :-,

... ·1hi... \\41u IJ ~ lT I11 til i lld ic;ltl" rh;l t \V i ll i ,lnl :- h .IJ It I I ~nll lC ' .h I H,. I " )," r n it' llce ill
tb i~ Il e lt t, "tl~·;;:r.I~ \\ hell ht' \\ ,I" \\ Ir ki l1 ,L'" ;11111111.11" ti ll' Lilli I III rllll' in 1(14 ~ ,llld 1(1++,
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O rd re.j yl ince 0 ' ne igh hor Pi ke hath d iu e rs t im e:5 appl ied
lli mselle Wilh C om pb int s to :-~ T ow lle: lor h e: lps in t ltis h is sad
C o n dit io n of hi s \V ill es di st r:tet ion he shall rep:ti re to : ,\, T ow n e

[ illr!' jr;,;r!I
T o ;'II' Pat tent
a Iti, howse in
D orche, t e: r

lhese
pres t

A~ l:a rly as J \ l\ 'crnbc r 1655 the T own had takcn official
noti ce of the Pikes' difficulti es. On that darc, accord ing to
th l: rc curds," t hl: T uwll

~'o' ue ry I.o: frj end s & :\eig h bo "
T he T owne o i P rovi .Icn ce

S igne d in ~.e behallc & b~' ,I,e T own es
o rd e r 1'.0. j un " T ow n clarke

Pr ovidence 12. o i
Feb I(J 1J6 ( as calld )

[ce rs» I
Postscr ip t

r S ince: this lett er wa s w rit & ordred by ~ .\' T ow ne in fu ll m eet in g.
to be sen t to ~'o u bu t C o uld not b~' rea so n of ~' ~ D epth o f Sn ows wj t h
w eh j t ple ased God to visit \"8 : I th ough t iit to acquaint yo u wi th
G od s m erc if ul ] hand toward ~,e Aged woman in recover ing h er in
"gre.1 m ea su re fro m her distemper & distrac tjon: although j t js
feared ~I she j : l ike .lgaine (while she Ii ue ) of ten to fall into j i :

S' yo" fr j end &. servant
'1'.0 , j u' T own C la rk.

D isre m p &. Hiu c rncs of ,\'~ cason she shou ld pr isl: amnng ·t vs,

_r We h.id SO llie :\ g it.lc ion w he th er j t w e re C IlI1\e nj e ru to trouble ~'ou

w ith these Rcl.u ions, but ha,'i ng heard of you r Loving & kind
H clpefullncs to them jorlll"'I~' , We hoped you woul d not be di,
p leased ij We oulv acquainted ~'ou in pl.iiuncs &. T rut h. how j t

plcaserh G od to deale w it h \'5: A n d howcucr it shall please Co,i to

a ti ec t yo' Loving hear t w it h thej r Coudjcion \ \ ' e d.ir c nut SeC
them w.mt w h ile W e arc ab le to helpe them .1S knowing .I·~ cha nges
of th i, \\ 'o rl ,! &: .I,t th e R ic hest llla y he poo re for ~,e trj al of o t hers,
&. (-;oJ js WO Ill to m easu re to I, in our \\ '" n t> .1, we ha ue m easured
to others in thcj rs

, rw e PrJ:' yo" ge ntle .Kce pl.1nCe of th j s ou r liold ncs w ho desire to

.1pproue o u r sclucs S'
"S ' Lo: Salut

\V e w ish w e h ad a m ore pleasing OCC1>inn to salute you w ith hut \V e
all kn ow ,I" such is y~ Mi sery of M an kin ,1 (\"1110 w\'h W e .irc all
subj ec t) ,I,t T r ial ls & C rosse arc our J:l ,d,I' Por tj on s Iro m : c W oin be
to ,I·t· G r"u e, &: our d e pa rt ure out of th is M iserable wo.ld

So j l h" th p leased G od to dis pos e & or.j er j t ,1,1 2 o i our i\' e ighbo"
Ro ht !'i k.: & h is wife :IfC now str ikcn in vcarcs W fa r _\: " , we. ike v!
altho ug h th ey ha uc ben e r e ry labor j ous t h'ese m" n~ - ~'e:.lte:; anll ll1gst ~'s
ve t now (& bv reaso n of I ' ~ lurd ncs of \'\' C o un t rv for l' oo re I. a
bo u rers . ) the;.: a re: no t abl~ to supply th cm sel ucs I'o'i (h necessa r ies io r
th e.' r su bsiste nce eucn now wh en ih ej r st re ng t h j s .lecl.1 c I .\: gone .
So y' we h au e been fo rce d in C h .i r itic &: I Iumanit ic , a,cor,li ng to

o u r I'0 \\'e r to .dl'orJ them (bv publike gat hcri ng ) an .bsi .lance in
t im e 0' necdc. Bcsid es S" j t ha t h plea sed G o I to .uli ct ,I t: an cien t
wo m.in II ilh .111 ex rao rd inarv .vtlict jon to :.1 1oi 1>: T h is h.i rd win te r
she jell downe into a for mer Jis le n;pure of \\ ' e" kt' n l" .:.. .iis ractjon
of m in d, So :.1 w e ha uc bene fo rced all of I"S ( : 'c \\ ' ho le T owne )
to .1ke OUr T u rn s &. to I",nch wilh he:r. ,Ia:' &: ni g h l least h~' he r

t4Jt is ordrC'd th .1t tht, kU t"T \\hich mr \\r i Il i , t ll1 ~ h.lth J r.lwn~ up fCl r lhl' ·1 "\\1\t to
~en J tt l In r pa rent I tt Dorchester lInu'rn iIlg R oht'rt pikt", and h i, \\ i t.., Ali.il l be
T r :lnscr ibeJ by the 'I' l l \\ Ill' Clarke, to: h~' him ll. llhscribeu 0 11 tht' T II\\ 11:'1 [whal fl', the
\\hich T ranscription :511; 11 1 be sr nt dU\\I1t:" ttl dorchn. ln tn thr- fl aid IIl f p.l lten t , ~\ the
s;l id IJr ;lugh t which W :18 d r:l\\' fh' hy R f'gn \\'ill i .II1B ; to be k l"pt IlpOI1 rile: ,l l11l1n g <ii (

t h t" T own R~(ol d s : / "

In ~1rs " RobC" rt Pik t" W:l5, ;14:cor d i ll g to J\us tin, r;,.· ~/ t.· (ll (l gh," lJ it't i or/,I"' .\' oj RIJ (),J~

!s!.u:,I , p. 1:;). a Si:<: tc:'T -in-law of ~I r s , P,lttt'rl, \\h n \\ as &l pparl'rll ly Justin.• Pikl.' bdorc
hr. r m .lrri ;l.'!'c, ~1 r 5 . Robert Pik t." '!' ti rst n ,ll11 l· W:18 C~Hh :Jr in t"" but Iwr m .l iu('n ~ u rn .lm e

i!o n llt k IlO\\ II . C.1tharil1l' Pi kt, n"cci \ cJ. a leg'Jc}' from J uuin ;1 Patten in 16i5. aC ~ l1 Td 

in, rn l\u ~ tin,

6 RHODE ISL:\;'>:D HISTORY

Providence " some publike Act of mercy" toward the men
tal ly ill within less than two de cade s of the founding of
the town.

\Villiams' second intercession on the behalf of the men
tal ly ill had a happier ending . Sixteen years after hi' letter
in the G oodwin case, on 12 February 1666 [16 66/ il, he
wrote a letter which he signed in the name of Thom as Olney
a T own Clerk," to a Mr. Nathaniel Patten of D orchester
in Iassachusctts Bay, wh o was a relative " of th e ob ject
of hi solicitude: . . .

l' Orig in.tI in the: John C. II [ ~ r Brn\\11 L. ibr.try. T~ - . \I SS. II I. Exu:pt Ifl r it s

aprr .ll .lnCf' ill tJu: I . cllpies of the rho[o;:h[ edit ion of I . d / a s ,H.d 1'.11'( ' lJt R og er
U 'i l lr.mH I th e jj nc IJIl H' 1U II;") .. no t ~n'l1 printt·J h"l t,tuture. T h t'1't, i ~ 110 llI i~l.lkj n the

litef .lry q~·It· and the h:II1J\\ I itin 0 bltth arc H ~'l\' i o u ~ I ~" Ruger '\· i ll i.Hl1 ~ ' . l"urtll(:r
lH o n ', the E.lI l .\· RL'( fJ r,ls (, j tIlt" T v!, 11 oj P' II1. ·i ,I ' ·': ( t' , Ill . 9 2, ('Xl bi n Iill V. lhi~ Idle r
('1I11t" i ntI' t"xi5 h:'nlt·:
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:r reasu.re r who j 5 hereh:' .iutho rizcd 3: re'l uire d (a s money ' Com e
Into h IS hand ) to ]';1 " "IHO \.e saiJ Pike to , .e Sum J11 C of
tifti" -hillings : And .\' ~' To\\"n~ I' rom ise th \"pon his further W 3l1! &
Compla int , he sha ll he supplied though to : e Vnlue of 10 £ or
more

1r is in terest ing to note th at R oger \V ill iams was m od
erator o f thi s meeting and that, in the absence of h is so n-i n 
law, } >hn Sayles, town clerk, he wrote the minutes.

As for Mrs. Pike, she lived at least until rulv, 16 79>
despite her illness as not ed in 1655 and 1666,' .

An Appeal for "The (~I cbc"

Comrnnnicatcd by CHARLES R, H ASL. \ \ I

On th e old Narrow River Ruad in South Kingston is the
Glebe o f the Old Narrag ansett Church, the home for 23
year: uf Rev James 1\/l cSparran, D. D., the m ost famous o f
the Church of E ngl and m issionaries se nt t o th is Colony by
th e Society fur the P ropagati on o f th e G ospel in F oreign
P arts. He a rr ived in 1721 . Bu ilt a t about th at ti me and
bo ugh t by hi m in 173 3, th e hou se se rved not on ly as a n un
pretent ious dwell ing fur th e D oct or a nd his beau iful voung
wife, but a lso as a pl ace o f wor h ip for the ~arraga n sett

Plante rs when w inter snows and sto r ms m ade the C h urc h
itse lf (al most two m iles d ist an t ) inaccessible. P robahlv ad
d itions a nd changes were m ad e hy t he D octor to sui t hi s
needs. From th is h ou se he dil ig ently m ini stered to a pa ris h
extend ing from N arrag a nsett Bay to the C onnect icu bou nd 
a n ' and fr om th e ocean to th e P rovid ence Plantat io ns. Th is
hl;mble d we l ling has be en woven in to the trad it ion ui d leg
ends u f th e South Cou nt y, a nd pa r t icu la rl y inr« t he hisrory
uf th e Old N arragan sett Church , th en known as Sr. P aul's
in N nrragn nsctt.

I n 19+ 0 thi s ho use an d an acre of surround ing la nd wa s
presented to t he D iocese b y Mrs. Charlotte :\ ~ Kent . At
th at rime, unfortunat ely, it was in a bad sta te o f re pa ir and

I>dlllT plans fur irs p ro tec tion co uld be taken, it was g ra "e1 ~

da maged In ' vanda ls wh o broke into t he ho use seve ral rim es.
~'q uir;el:-, woodpeckers, and the c leme nts have also cau sed
furt he r damage an d dc tc riora riou.

Archi ecrs, however, have advised t hat the house can be
saved and resto red , if p rupl:r ste ps a re tak e n prornprly•
Th is will re q uire a new roof, new Auor:, repl acing so me
windo w fra m es , th e re const ruct ion of t he o ld tone chi mney ,
t he con-truct io n o f a sma l l e ll wh ich wa s pa r t uf th e origi na l
hou se and uSl:d by the D octor as a st ud y, a nd th e replant ing
of th e o.;ma l l encl osed ga rde n in fr ont. Probably add itional
la nd would he needed for a pa rking 1'1 :1«: and for a site for a
sma l l ho use fur the ca re ta ke r .

AII th is would, o f co urse , requi re co ns id e rab le money for
cous t r uct jun a nd future m aintena nce, p robably $I O,O() O.
But t he pro ject is wo rth wh d e. Like the res to ration o f th e
Birthplace o f Jilbert Stuart ( who wa s bapt ized by Dr.
M cSp arran J, it would sti m u la te interest in the way o f l if e
in C ol o nial t imes a nd save fro m dest r uc tion one o f th e bes t
kn own ol d hou se: in t he South Counrv. I f r estore d , t hi s uld
house w ill revive ag a in t he memories o f t h is sta lwarr ,
co lo nia l m issionary, a nd the garde n planted hy hi s wife two
hu nd red ye ar: ag u w ill b loom again . F ew v isi to rs will fa il
to be e ffec te d by th e cha r m of t hi s ancien t h um ble dwell in g
and to he qui ckened by its associa tions .

The wo rk, however , must be done at o nce . Furthe r neg 
lect and dam age will m ak e th e rest orat ion o f lhi s h istoric
house impossible. T his would see m to he rhc la st opportunity
for t hose wh o a re in te res ted in it s restorati on a nd t he p re .er
vnrion t o save it from r ui n a nd ob livio n.

COlllrilJIII;OIl.i for I/;;.i project .1'/;01//'/ bt' sent 1/1 . J/ /; !:'r l F.
IV t'·:,·JJ/il l " Treasurer, II. O . Bo.\ J.j(ll) , Provi.lcure , R.I.
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Steamship Exhihition
Th e !ollo·:,· iJI.~ notes lind th e i!((o il/plilly ing illustrations

iecre prc-pered lui' RH O D E ISLAND HISTORY b y
rr'il /ialll A-iJlL~ C o-cell of N e'Crp 0rlIOgi'C'l~ our JII iWJ/JerJ sOIJ;e
idea of Iht' UYf'1/t t'xh ibi l io n h eU in .fohll Bro u :u H ouse by
th e BaJ/oJ/ Cliapter, repre.ii'lIIillg S Olld tt'rJ/ N cu. EJlL~ /(/ lJd )

of the S/ t'lIiJI .dlip Llist oriral S ociet y of .'1ut rric«,

The Rhode Isl and H istorica l Societv verv kindlv made
avai lable space in its headquarters, J o!; n Bn~wn H(~LlSe , in
whi ch an exh ibiti on uf stea mboa t pictures, records, and
ot her matl:rial was assembled and arranged and displayed
to t he public early in M ay.

D ue largely to the ene rgy and initiative of Mr. Edwin A.
P art of Barrington the cxh ibition was a decided success .
l'vlaterial was loaned not onlv bv members but also bv
friends of the socie ty' . The R h ~de L;]and H istorical Societv
nor only provided exhibi tion spact: but also loaned to the
cxhibit iun severa l model s and other material fr om its
co l lect ion-. T he Fall R iver H isto rical Society and the
Fall R i\'lT Nati onal Bank gene rously loaned valuable
records u f tilt: carlv davs of th e Fal l River Line and
paintings uf some a t' the ~arly steamboats. M any interest
ing re lics Were loaned by Capt. Robert 13. Cla rk , fur many
years U. ~'. I nspector of H ull s in the P ro vidence office of
the Steamboa t I nspection Se rvice, U . S. D epartment of
Commerce. Another prominent lend er was Cap t. Jeorge
F. O llwcilcr , for more than 50 years-a commande r of Long
Isla nd Sound stea mboats.

Other lenders to the ex hib ition included M r. \\T:tl lace E .
R und a l l uf Provid ence, Dr. Allen R. Tetlow of T au nton,
]'vlr. Cliffl Jrd D. Heathcote of Provid ence, .l\'1r. L ela nd D .
\ \ ' uud o f :\' orwich, Conn ., and such professional dea lers,
ph ot ographers, ct c., as R . L oren Graham of Boston, \V il
lium M il Is and SOil of P rovid ence, The O ld P ri nt Shop of
. .ew York , and Van R yper of Vineyard H aven .

It is estimated tha t t he exhibition attracted near ly a
t housand visitors between May 5 and M ay 17.
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BRISTOL

Bristol and her sister ship Providence were the largest
steamboats on Long Island Sound in the days just after
the Civil War. They were begun in l865, but due to failure
of the original owner, caused by the loss of two of its steam
boats, and transfer to other owners, the steamers were not
finished until 1867. They" wen: orig ina ll y to be named
Pilgrim and Puritau , but the change in name was made
before they wen: completed; the names Pi(e,rim and
{JlII·it(111 were assumed later by larger steamers built for the
Fall River Line in the 1880's.

Bristol and Providence were longer, of greater tonnage,
of greater passenger and freight -carrying capacity, and of
greater engine power and speed than any steamer th at had
previously run on the Sound. They were the largest Ameri 
can steamboats then in existence, with the exception of two
of the People's Line boats on the Hudson River, Sf. Jolin
and Dre:», which exceeded them slightly in length but not
in tonnage, power, or speed .

These steamers were advertised as the "\\' udd Rc.:
nowned , Mammoth Palace Steamers", and even :lEt.:r due
all owance for the style of contemporary j ournal ism the
term is not unduly exaggerated. Their world re nown can
justifiably be based on the fact that they were referred to
oft en, and sorneti mes i11 ustrated, in European boo ks of
travel. In view of their size, then unprecedented, th e term
"mammoth" is not too wide of the mark. The "palatial"
claim is justified in view of the elaboration of the ir in
teri ors. The principal room, or "Grand Sal oon" ( never
"Salon" ), extended through tw o decks and th is .ir rang e
merit pe rmitted the inclusion of the open well or ga l le ry ,
surrounded bv an elaboratclv car ved black wal nu t rail
ing. Th e main stair way, a l s~ of black walnu t, '.V:IS t he
focal point o f interior decorative work: th ere the Victo
rian, or Ameri can Baroque as it might be termed, had
its grea tes t chance For display. The furn iture, o f carved
black wal nut, was a d efi nit e part o f the en semble, as were
al so th e carpet, with it s na turali stic flower patterns, the lnrge

g as chande liers with th eir crysta l pendants, th e "Frescoed"
ceil ing, in elaborat e patterns in co lor. and last but no t least
the conspicuou s se ries of cusp idors-e-u l l in ha rmony with
the most luxurious uf hot els and private homes as ho re.
T his was d ist inctly' in cont ras t to th e furn ish ings o f the

S. S. I3K IST O L : 'I' ll E Co ItA "'"n s.\ I.l)O :-J

I'hologr.1 l' h nude from a srcreog rnph in the collect ion of the Socictv for
rhe Prcse rvarion of New England Ant iqu itics.

earlier steamers , most o f which had been furnished com 
fortably, in terms of the stand ard s of th e day, but in a
much sim p le r manner.

When finish ed, these steamers were put on a new l ine
between Bristol and New York, in opposit ion tu the Fall
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River Line, which was then running principally out of
Newport. For three years they ran on that route; th en the
Bri stol and Fall R ive r l ines were conso l idated , the Bri stol
connection was given up, and the steamers ra n he ween
:'\ew York and rail River, sto pping at I lewpo rt en route ,

During the I 70's , these two steamers had no equa l and
no near ri\'al on the Sound. f\ luch of the rra veI between
New York and Boston was car ried by them, as th e ra ilroad
connection then was broken bv ferries and hence was s lower
and less sarisfacto rv than it has been in recent vears. Presi 
dents, congress men, visiting statesmen fr om foreittn coun
tries, as well as the vast multitude of the less well kn own,
travelled upon and came to know these vessels. Hence the ir
"world renown"!

N ot until 1883, when the Fall River Line brought out
a new iron steamer, /'i/grilll were Brist ol and l' rovidence
surpassed in size and in what were termed "luxurious ap 
pointments". Brist ol continued in service severa l vears
longer, however, until she was accidenra llv burned at, ,
Newport, on December 30, 188 . H er sister shi p remained
in use until the middle 90's, but was retired after Prisrilla
came out, in 1 9+, and thereafter saw little service. She
was I.aid up for a wh ile at Newport, later at Providence,
and final ly, in 190 I, was sold , towed to Boston, an d there
di sm antled. Hence ended the era of ".\'1ammot h Palace
Steamers"-one 0 f the must in tercsting illustration ' of the
spirit of the Re construction :\ ge , or of the Grant Era:
wh ichever one prefer"!

The principal dimen sion ' o f these steamers, and other
data relating to them, are as foll ows:

/-I"II-of wood, built by William I . Webb, at New
York. Length of kce l, 362 fcct , length over all, 373 feet;
breadth uf beam, + feet + inches; breadth ove r guards,
83 feet; depth of hold, 16 feet 6 inche s; nveraze draft o f
wat er, I () feet; tonnage: gross 2962 ; net 206+.~

/~' II ,~ ille-simpk beam, built by the Morgan l ron W orks
of New York. Diameter o f cylinder , J I0 inchc s , st ro ke,
12 feet. Revoluti ons per minute, 19.

Boilers-thre<:, of iro n, in hold , each ]5 feet lon g and
1.1 feet in di ameter, Averaae stea m press ure , I pound s.

Paddl« [[ ·!Jl' l'!s-radial : .1 feet R inches in d iamete r.
M o u x:r I l O P E

Xl ou nt ! Iopi:' was one o f t he must successful stea mboat
uf her size and type ever bu ilt. She was the las t of t he
numerous side- whee l boa ts uf medium size bu ilt for local
se rvice un ~ arragnnsc t r Hay. From an engineering point
d view she is inte res ting in th at she was provided with
fea thering padd lc whee I~-one of th e earliest such insta11a
rion s in thi s country and perhap s th e first in a stea mboat
of her type.

SIlt: was bu: 1t fr om designs of (;eor ge Pei rce, th en super
inrcndcnt o f the repa ir sho ps of the Old Col on y Steamboat
Compan y at Newport and al so de 'igne r of several of th e
,,'a ll River Line stea me rs . She was buil t at Ch el sea, M ass.,
at th e shipyard of M ont gomery and H oward, where the
hull was launched during the winter o f Ie87- 88 and th e
mach inery ins aIled and supers t ructure constructed . I n the
Summer uf 1 SS 'he was pl aced on th e Providence-New
port -Block Island run, wh ere she rem ained for +7 con
secutive v<:ar~-a rcmarkahlc record indeed.

During. th is lung caree r , !1.1 0 !l1l1 !lope was singu larl y
fr<:<: fr om accidents, a lbei t minor mishaps occurred now
and then, as is inevitable with anv vessel. The onl v ser ious
accident occurred during th e Su'mll1er of 1902, \~'hen th e
en gine was di sabled while the stea me r was o ff Point' ud ith
enroute to Bl ock Island. She was taken to T<: W Yo;-k t ha t
winter, and the eng ine was re constructed by its builde rs,
the \\" and A. Fl et cher Cornpuny of I lohok<:n.

Judged as an example of naval ar chitecture, M ount ! l ope
was outs tand ing. The sym metry of her line ', based up on
the de sign which :'\'11'. Peirce was then evo lvinz in the Fall
River Line boats, was some thing new in sidewhee lers of
the .2 11 1l -Fuot class. The posit ion uf ma sts, stack, en g ine,
wh eel s, pilo t hou se and the like was not accide ntal ; eac h
was placed in th e most appropria te posit ion in relat ion to
th e orher« rath er than hein g set in the haph azard fash ion
~o lung foll owed by' stea mboa t builders . The influence of
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thi s steamer was immedia te : .\ l ay fto':.t'c' I" , of the Nanrasket
Li ne ill Boston harbor, three year s lat er ( 1891 ), as orig i
nally built , showed many points o f simila rity to M ount
!-lOpt', :1S did conte m porary stea me rs of similar size on t he
Crear L ake s, such as Fran]: E , Kirbv; 1890, and t he several
stea me rs built on Lakes Ch ampL{in and C eorge sho rr ly
af ter 19 (JII, Even as far south as Chesapea ke Ba y, three
sma ll side whecl boats, Pocalrontas, 1893; A1obj lld" 1899,
and Llampton ( Ia tc r 5'lII ith jield) , 190 1, show influence of
ideas :1S to ar range ment th at see m first to hav e been tried
out in M oun: H ope.

Th is steamer was an excellent sea boat, and is known to
have made the trip out to Bl ock Island man y time s when
an approaching sto rmd rove other, and sometimes larger,
vessel s to she lt e r. Season after season she made her daily
trips th rou ghout the Summer without interruption. Only
an occasional "line storm" , such as some times occurs late in
August or earl y in September, could keep her fr om ventu r
ing out tu sea. \Vhen she did stay at he r wharf, the stu rm
was se vere inde ed !

The Summer of 193+ S:1W th e end uf M ount I-lope' s
activ e service. After running special trips to th e yacht races,
she made her last trip up the bay in September, and was
tied up at P rov iden ce for the Winter. She spent all of 1935
at her d uck, and earlv in the next vcar she was sunk bv the
effect o f ice in the river scraping caulking from the scams o f
her pla nkin g. She was rai sed, but was soon afterward d is
mantled. The hull was towed to East Providence, wh ere
it later san k once more. Two years later, the 1938 hu rri cane
de stroyed th e remains of th~ superst ructure, but the hull
timbers are stil l in place and doubtless will remain there
for man v vears more.

]-!ull'a;ld En gine dimension s, crc., o f M oun! Tl ope:
I-I /I / /- of wood . Built by' M ontgomery and H oward,

at Ch elsea, Mass., in 188 7-8 8. Length, 193 feet; bread th ,
58 feet; depth, 11 feet: T onnage: g ross 880, net 440.

1:,:1/giJle-simpl e beam. Built by th e W. and A. Fletcher
Company, Hoboken, N . J. Diameter of cylindcr, +8 inche s;
st ro ke , I n fe et. H orsep ower, 120().
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Boilers-s-iw», of steel. L eng th, 2+ fed; di ameter, I II I
inches. Steam pressure allowed: +5 pound '.

Paddl» !I 'ht:e/s- feathering. Steel arm and runs ,
wooden buckets, 10 buckets to each wheel.

FOI.us
This steamer was bui lt at !\' ewburg h , . T. Y ., in 1,,6+.

She saw ser vice first o n Chesapeake Bay, where . he was
owned bv the Old Ba r J.ine and used for local se r vice out
of I\'urf(~lk. I n 1869' she was sold to the newlv founded
j lewport and \\' ickford Rail road and Steamboat 'C Dm p:lIIY,
and was brough t to J 1ar raga nse tt Bay to upen a line be 
twee n Newport and \V ick ford L and ing. This provided a
route from N e wport tu :\ew Yor k, chiefly by rai l, as an
a lre rnarive tu the Fa ll R ive r L ine. For those wh o pre 
Ferred the ra il j ourney, the \ Vick ford L ine had advantages.

F or about 20 years, except for short interval s when
withdrawn fur necessary overhauling and repairs, E o/us
ran continuou slv on thi s route. She was smaller than the
stea m ers on the' Provid ence Ri\'cr, and bei ng on a regular
rather han an excursion line was not so g ene ra l ly kn own
a: they , ex cept am ong such passengers as travel led regu
larly between ?\ew York and Xcwporr,

I n J 891, 'rod<.'~,:ogh , a new and larger steamer, was
purchased in Ha ltim ore for t he \ Vick ford L ine. I:..olus was
retired as a span: boat i but a. T od<':.t'ogh was destroyed by
tire at the W ick ford d ock on April 11, 1893, E ol ns was
returned to se rv ice for a sho rt time. A few m onths later
Geuer«! was purch ased, to replace T od<':.t'ogh, and E olu s
was then so ld . She wa s di smantled in I , 9+.

Data :
f-I nll-uf wood. Buil t hv Thomas ~ lan'el. I .cn ~th,

1++ Icet , bread t h , 25 fcct i dra fr, I0 fcet. T un uagc : g7·oss
73 1, net 275 .

f::ngillt'-simp le beam . Buil t by the \ Vashington I ron
\\' orks . Diameter o f cyl ind er , +() inches; st roke, 8 feet .
H orsepower, 285.

Boi/er- onc, "f iro n ; in hold .
/ )"tltI/e II "l1 t'e/s-radial.



More 011 the Old Stone Mill
I n our last issue WL: p r int ed a note on a n art icle hy

F re d e r ick J. P o hl on N ewport tower wh ich ap pea re d in th e
Dece m ber, 1945, Ne'C.... Englan.l Quar/erly . In th e Ma rch ,
I lJ4G, iss ue o f t hat sa me maga zin e, G. And rews M or iarty,
on e of our members, re pli ed to :\ Jr. P oh I's a rti cle .

1\1 r. :\J or iarty poi nts out th at th e Pl owden P at e nt r L: 
fc rrcd to hy M r. P oh! did not incl ude th e Is land o f R hode
bl and. I It: a bo argues th a t "there is noth ing" in ;\!) r.
P ob l's reference "t hat slwgests t hat it refers to an v town

I , . " , "
t ne n In existence . Fu rth ermo re, he writ es, such a rower,
o n R hod e lsi and , "would ha vc been utterl v useless, under
17t h C entury war condition s, to defend a' co lo n v located
o n L un g Island, . , ." "

.\ ) r . M or ia r ty sums up :
" I t is, the refore, inco nceivab le th at th e writer o f th e

d ocument I the one re fe r red to by M r. P ohl ] had in mind
any st ruc ture a lready in exis te nce but sepa rated from the
proposed co lo ny by a long st re tch of open ocea n , Th e
referen ce, I sub m it , merel y suggests the build ing of a r ound
sto ne to wer for de fe nse :1.1 the pl ace o f se t tl em en t ; a towe r
s uch :b was very familiar to anyone liv ing in th e Br it ish
Isle s, T o read more than th is into th e pa ssag e is to ind ulge
in wishful thinking." ~

In th e j une issue o f th e sa me ma gazine, Mr. P oh l and
1\!11". .\l or ia rt y sub m itted the ir reb ut ta l a rg umen ts . Mr.
P ohl suggeste d th at it wa s 1\'1r. M ori art y wh o wa s indul g 
ing in "wish ful t h in ki ng," H e a lso d iscu ssed so me o f the
th eori es advan ced hv the late P hilip Ainsw orth j\llean s in
Netcpor! T o".t:er ( N ew Y ork, 1942 j.

I n h is co m m unica t ion .\ l r. M oria rty em ph asi zed once
more tha t no con te m po ra ry wri te r ever menti on ed t he
st r uct ure and poin ted ou t that since a ll th e d ocurnen tarv
e vidence indicates that it was a sto ne -b uil t windmill the
burd en o f p roof th at it was an yt hing else l ies with th ose
w h» ad voca te such a theo ry.

n. F . S.
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The Relationship between the Patri otic
Society and the H istorical Socictv

with Particular R eference to Gcncai()(T v
~ .'

/1 L erture de/h'{'rt:'! befor!:' th e Rho'!!:' IS/III1'!
1-/istorical SO(;!:'/y

!Iv ]) R. ART/-! L'R ]\ 1),\ 11.( 5

L ib,..;ri";, , T r illity C(j/lc,~c, If" r / j f' f '/ , (." ' JlJI.

One of th e cha rac te rist ic tra its of t he h uman beinl: i~ his
de 'ire to know about t he past . N o ani ma l, so far as wc kuow,
ha~ an y curiosity as to its ped igree , though many human
beings arc keen ly interested in th e pedigree s of th eir dugs
and th eir horses, o ft en perhaps m ore interested in hern
th an in th ei r own. By way o f cont ras t , it rnav al most be said
th at in p roport ion as man d evelops in civi liz a tio n , he he
com es increas ing ly inr ercsted in the hisrorv o f his [amilv
h is tribe, and his race. Hist ory i fo r h;'ger units Wh;l;
m emory is for t he ind ividua l.

Some o f th e enr licst records th a t ha ve been prese r ved
for us have to d o wi th t hose h uma n re la t ion shi ps th at he 
co me th e conce rn of th e genea logist . I nd eed, m nnv rela
tivel y prirn irivc peoples see m to have a high d eg ree of
in terest in ge nealogy . \\Te t h ink o f t he Bib lical gen~:ll ()~i s t
- the "Bcg at s" as we sometimes ca l l the m, An d th e h el~uL:s
in H omer a nd Beowu lf wa n t to k now wh ose so n a stranac r
is, who h is progen itors were. ~

So then, an in te rest in hisro rv and in vc nea locv - if we
wan t to d ra w such a di st inct ion -' - is a p r~l1itive ~1'l d :1 deep
sea ted tra it of huma n na tu re , I t i" o ne o f th e manv quali t ies
th at d ist ingui sh man from other li, 'ing he ings, an~i it mani
fest s itself in many W:l~ 'S a nd in :tl l varie t ies a nd stages o f
hurnan socicrv.

Since t his i'~ so , it see ms st ra nge tha t practical ly nunc o f
t he record s used hv t he hist orian and t he ge nea logi st we n:
made fur th eir be nefi t. I f the y had bee n , perhaps t he task
,If each would he sim p le r an d easie r , i f nut so in terl'.;;ti n!!.
fh it is, rhe h ist or ian ha s ro reconst ruct his p ict u res o f tf{e
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past from t he cha nce re mai ns uf reco rds m ad e in t he fir st
instance fo r q ui te o the r purpu~es. T he ge nea logis t must
wo rk ou t his pedigree - the skeleton fo r h is fa mi ly h ist ory
- fr um t hose same records , m ad e 11 0 m ore wit h h is usc o f
th em in m ind than was the lise t h e h istorian makes o f them
in the minds of t heir m ak er.

T h is at once suggest- a m ust im porta nt a nd fu nd a m e nt al
fa c , namel y, th at t he historian an d the g e nt:a logist use th e
sa me mate r ia ls and use t he m in th e same way. Or, to put
it a b it d iflcrentlv, ge nea logy is but a specia l case - a
v.ui ctv 'I f t he more uc ncra l subject , Hisrorv.
Th~ h ist ori an , pc r Eaps at first ~igh t at least, see ms to use a

la rg c r varie ty of material a nd o f so u rces th an the g c nea lo
gis t. Yer, t his differen ce is more apparent than re a l , a t least
if the ge nealogist does m o re t han make his pedigree - if
he d ec id es to clo t he t hes e dry hon es with fle sh a nd bl ood,
an d m ak e the men and wome n o f the past live and move
a nd ha ve t heir heing before us. .And the hi stori an, t ou, ha s
to asse mble his d rv bone s o f names and dates be fo re he can
clot he th em with ' f1esh a nd blood a nd make th e men and
wo men o f t he past he is re cre at ing liv e a nd m ove, a nd love
a nd ha e , be fo re o ur m ind's e ve .

JII each case , til a larg e degree, th e m eth ods and materia ls
are t he sa me - rhev a re th e sa m e in kind. Thcv di ffe r on lv
in he spccia l ends 'to\\'a rd w hich th ey aim an d d ir ect o u'r
etTorts.

T he hiogra pher is co ncerned wit h the ind iv id ua l, th e
ge nea logist w ith t he fam ily, th e h isto r ia n with la rger un irs
- t he to w n v rhc sta te , t he na t ion , or with so me o ne as pect
o f rhese la rger uni rs , for example , wit h the eco no m ics, the
socia l , o r the po li tica l as pe.:cts o f h is chose n un it of o rga nized
socict \'.

F or some re ason , th e h isto ria n see ms to regard himself as
a superio r so r t o f creature co m pared to th e g~: neal()g is t , or
at least he see ms to regard h i stor~' as a supe rior so rt of
di scip lin e t o t he gt:ncalugis t 's . j usr wh y t his is so , is n ot
a ppare n t to me , fll r a: I ha ve sa id , both histo rians a nd
genea llJgi~ ts use th e sa me m eth od - a nd m ateria ls, or sho u ld.
P e rh a ps in t hat should we have th e e xplana tion . Perhaps
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it is th e fa ct that the genea logis t shou ld ' ha re th e spirit of
the h istor ia n and use his methods , bu t doesn 't t ha t cause
t he fe eli ng o f superiori ty on t he h istoria n 's par t.

H e sees t he genealogis t dea li ng with an h isto r ica l - ub iect
in a wa y nu se lf- respcct in r historian can tole ra te . H e se es
the ge nea log i 't conten t with his " kcl cton". I It: sees pedi 
g rces co nsis t ing o f ou ly na mes and da tes , often wit h e ve n
p la ces and occ upa tions lacking. H e sees t he ge neal ogis t ,
False ly so ca l led, making his ske le to n by indust r iou sl y copy
IIlg from seco nd ary so urces, w ith out :ln y attempt to ve ri fy
o r "document" h is sta te m e n ts , be lievi n v nniv el v th a t \vh a t
~\'e r he sees in prim is so , an d quire una~'are that gt:nea logy
IS, o r oug ht to be, an yth in g eithe r better o r differen t. It is
no wonder th at the h ist ori an co m es to regard g enea logy as
a t bes t the harm less past ime o f id le women o r sillv men .

I t must a lso be o w ned th at th e biogra p he r o ften falls
so mew ha t under th e sa me cond e m na tion - or th at at least
so rnc w r it ers o f "rom anti c" biograp h y d o - a nd d o ubtless
with eq ua l justificat ion . I Iistori ans a re too likelv to forget
th at s uc h m as te rs o f th e ir cra f t a.' Stubbs an d Crce ne a nd
R ou nd, to m ention o n ly a few, he ld genealog y in high
es tee m and rega rded it no t only as a handmaid to histo ry ,
but as essential to hi st orical st udies , at least in so me periods.

\Vell, t he n, it is no acciden t t hat h ist o r ical societies are
su pported and th e ir librar ies and co l lec tions used l-oth hv
studen ts of h isto r y and d evotees o f "t:nealo"\' Jnd ..·d i't. b ~.· ~ 1

is p robably not too much to say that ten t im es as m un v o f
t he person s working in our '; istori cal soc ie t ies are the re
be cause o f th eir inte re st in g enea logy, a nd that three- fou rt hs
of the .m t mbe rs o f o ur h i ~ t ori caJ socie t ies wh o sup port he m
by th e ir d ues a re m em be rs hccnus« of th is sa me geneu log icnl
interest. Th is sim p le fact, narnclv th at Q-c n talog-i~ts and
person s in te r es te d in genea logy sup por t u l~r ~ocictic~ mate
ria ll y ill la rg e m easure en ti t les th em - ge neal uL: icall\'
m inded pe rsons - to th e best serv ice th e h is toricar~ lIciei:v
ca n g iv e th em. F or th e m ust part, hi stor ical soci e t ies rea l
iz e th is a nd live lip ro th e ob liga t io ns , e ve n if hi sto r ian s,
espccial lv th ose of the p rofessional type, are incli ne d t o
rega rd them a unmit igated nui sances!
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I have said th at, generally speakin g, the records used by
historians and genca logi st s were not brough t in to bei ng
primari l y or orig ina l I)' fur the use of either historians or
gcnca logi sts,

At nrsr, it migh t seem that vital re cords and the pedigrees
compiled by the H e rald s in Engla nd at the Visita tions are
exceptions to this genera l statement . H owe ver , I du not
think they will be found tu be exceptions when the reasons
fur making them are care ful ly consid e red .

I n anv case , the cla ss of records of greatest use to the
genealogi st in const ructi ng the skeleton for his fami ly'
hisrorv cerrai nlv is no exception. T he backbone of every
ped ig ree , the prime source for the con st r uction of th e ped i
gree uf a fa mi ly , is the documents whose p rim~IY p.urp ose
is to record the ownership and de scent o f la nd . I he inst ru 
ments use d for th is pu rp c>se or these purpuses, d iffer widely
in elilterent age~ and di Her cnr count r ies , yet they have one
purpllse and cha racte r ist ic - recording the owners hip and
chansres of owne rs hip of the .oiI. I nsrrurncn ts to accompli .h
these purposes ser ved most com mo n ly by our deeds and
wili s ha vc exi sted from the rime of the Babvlonians, a nd
rnav he st ud ied In ' the curiou s and bv scho l a r~ interested in
th e' problems of the.e vari ou s ages ~nd countries fr om the
clav bri cks with their cuneifor m inscr ip rions , thro ugh the
parchmenr chart ers of the medieval period, to our typed
pape r d ocumen ts of today.

I d well on thi s fact that both history and genealogy
depend on documents made in the first in st ance fo r other
purposes as one indicati on of their com mon method , and
marerial s, and so of their essential identity.

:'\ 0 \\' th is interest in genealogy, which is of a great
im porta nce tu the hi storica l socie ty , a nd conseque n tly to
historians and historical studies in general , is awakened in
man) ' ways, for though usual ly present in the normal hu man
being , it often needs to be st im ulated to rea l activ ity.

1 .ow , one of the chief st im u lants to an interest in the past
and in one 's own ancestors is the American hereditary pa t r i
otic society.
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I use the word "American" advisedly, for so fa r a ' I
kn ow, th ese socie t ies , so numerou s and so active among us,
have no counterpart in any ut her count ry. Engl a nd ha s
nothing like th em; indeed, I have d ifficulty in mak ing my
Fngli sh friend s understand their value and their appea l.
Th~\' d u not see whv membership in the Colonial D ame ,
the Col oni al W ars, or the Cincinnati sho u ld be ,' U h ig hly
esteemed and carr v with it a sort of social pre~ti ge .

The fact that thev have no such socie t ies is nu t due to a
lack of interest in history or g enea logy . They have his
turical socie t ies a nd societ ies for the preservi ng of record ,
of national and loca l intcre 'r. T hc v t race their descent ' rom
a companian of the Conq ueror - ' often as erroncou slv as
we deduce the same sort of pedigree. T he y take pride in
their roval descent or their descen t from a M ag na C harta
Ba ron, I;ut they have no socie ties of persons u f royal d escent
or of descendant s of the Barons of R unnemede. The nearest
approach to such socie ties a: we have that I can. thin.k o f is
the I Iuguen or Society of L ond on, and that IS chiefly a
society for printing records of the Huguen ot churc!~ es in
England. Su, in general, we can say that our hcred : a ry
pa tri ot ic socie ties are di :ti ncri vel y American .

At all events, they are with us. Thl:}' a re nu rnerou ... a nd
t heir members are literally legi un.

I t may be objected that thei r members in ma ny , pe rhaps
in mu st cases, become members, nu t because uf an)! in terest
in either history or ge nea log y , but rather because o f the
social di st inction, real or imagined, that attaches to mem
bership. Doubtless many pe ople are attracted by rhi- con 
sideration, but a fairly extensive acquaintan ce wit h these
groups leads me to think other wise.

The very human pleasure we derive fr om assuci ~ ion
with our fe l low men , of meeting with them socia ll y, o t cat
in O' a com mo n meal, an: st ru ng and perfectly proper and

b f ' ,worthy reason s for becorninn members a such soc et les
as the 'Colon ia l Dames, the l)~A . R" the Col oni al \\Tars, the
~.:\, R., or the Son s o f L nion Vete rans o f the Civil \ \' :11' o r
o f the Daughters of the Confederacy , and many persons d o
become members fur these excell ent rea .ons. Neverth e less,
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though other reasons may not be so obvious, t he}' an: ne ve r
rh c lcss rea l.

M a ny « man or woman is proud o f t he fact th at his or
her ancestors were among the founde rs of this grea t na tio n,
th at th is or that ancesto r fo uuh t for th e freedom of th e
Col onies in th e d avs th at tril:d men's so uls , T hev feel a
kin- hip wit h other pe rson» of a like or igi n and background ,
and hey want to d o t he ir pan in g lori fying t hc deeds uf th e
men of th ose re mo te days.

Su rhev set ind ustriol;sh' tu work to verifv a farnilv trad i
tiun ha t g re a t-gra nd fa the r H ezcki ah Iou ght at i~unker
H ill, ur Aunt Fli zahl:th'~ daughter 's re membered state
ment s that gra nd father Brown was descended from an an
rest or wh o carne ove r in the lVlll.v jlo·-:J..·er , or that thi s or that
family was am ong th e early settl e rs of Reh oboth or New
port or Prov iden ce.

\Vh erl: do th ey go to lind books and records to aid them
in the ir se lf-i m posed undertaking! Of course , to the his
torical society. G cnc ra lly th e}' a rc received sym pa thetically
and ex pect g uida nce is gi ve n t hem by the trained and ex
perien ccd Iibrar ian. 'lost of te n, if th e see ke r a ft er ge nea
log ical light know s th e facts of his descent, with da tes and
places, hack as far as , let us say , his great g ra nd fa the r , it is
nut di ffic ult to cnrrv t he descent hack to th e Re volution and
so veri j}' th e nccuracy of t he fam ily tr adit ion. I f the person
is fortu nate, here in ?\ cw Engl and, he may find a gcneulogv
of t he fam ily care fu lly com piled with a ll th e facts he needs
to kn ow for his immediate purpus'~ . If not, he may tind the
vital records of th e town where his ancestor of th e Rev olu 
tionary period lived nccurnrcly printed,

Jf he has been fo rt una te and has found wh at he wan ted
and th at his progenitor had a tin<.: Rev oluti onary record,
probabl y his interest increases and he wants to kn ow more
ahour th e family. The genealogy , if he has found one ready
to hi" ha nd , gives him th e data for his descent fr om the
immig ran t ancestor o f the famil y. J Ic wants to kn ow more
than the hare nam es and d ates. Often t hese are all that
even goo d genealogie.:s supply - necessaril y so, for the
compi ler cuul d not takl: th e time to work up full accounts
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of each person ment ioned in hi" book , nor a fford to print
the m if he did . So he hegin" tu read the own history. This
stimula tes hi m to read histories uf the State , or uf specia l
periods Df that his tory. lie comes to know the careful and
-cholarlv histories dealing with his State and na tion in t hcir
se vera l period s, and so comes to han: an under ' and ing o f
the times and uf the cvents in which his severa l an cestors
lived and in which they p layed a part, however small an d
relu tivc ly insignitican l.

Indecd, I know of no better way [o r a pe rso n to get a
cross-section of our historv tha n to work our care fu llv the
o ut line hillg raph ie" o f hi" a nces to rs in their success ivegen
crat ions. I f his search and rea di ngs take him intu urig inal
reco rds , the ultim at e source uf wh at he has lea rned [rom
ucnca louics and histo rie s, so much the bett er fur him, for
in this \~a}' hl: ge ts a more inti ma te know ledge an d under
stand ing l) f the time, and kn ows better what manner uf
me n a n~1 wo men those ancestors of his were, J lc gets a new
a nd m ore in tel ligent idea Df the cond it ions under wh ich
they lived , u i the hardships they endured , and of he tri
umphant \ \";l y in whi ch hl:} v\ crcarnc d ifficul ies , made
homes for them-e lves, and became the [oundcrs and hu iIders
II i our towns and commonwea lrhs.

I ie will, o f course, discover th at he had manv an cestor s,
de scended from i:llnilio most o f whi ch he had 'nC\ <.:1' <.: \ en
heard 'Jf , or i f he had hea rd l)j them , had Ill ) idea th at heir
h lood AIl\\'eel in his II \\'n vein s.

Of cour- c, there an: s iol» who, h:1\ 'in l!; found a d e- cent
[rom a d i s t ing ui ~ h e.:d ancest or , furget al " the res t an d talk
onl v of h im , T he re are even thu";L: wh o are al l too cred ulous
when it comes to a d escent from a di stinguished person,
perha ps of th eir ow n hm ily name , and through wishfu l
thinking, instead lIf viuoro us rracinu of t he evidence ,
prornpt lv ado pt him as their U WIl. S l~c h cases, 1 urn pe r
suaded , are relnrivel y few ; must such persons, whe n th ei r
errors are shown to them , accept, ho wever ITgre t fu lly, t he
fac ts with guud grace. O ccnsiuna lly we find a pe rson wh o
hulds to his be lief , ur seems tUJ in spite of any amount Df t'\"i
d ence, and re" e.: nts bitterl }" any at te m pt tu shuw him his
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e rr or. S uch people must simply be Idt tu ge t wh a t snrisfac 
rion rhc v can o u t o f t he ir mistake n bel ief.

O ur see ker after ge nealogica l knowledg e ~OOlI finds th at
he had ancestors not on lv in the \\ 'a r uf th e R e volu t ion,
hut also in the C ul onial \\'a rs, a nd he becomes a m ember o f
a ~()cit: t y rt:qu iring descent from a so ldier o f th at period as
a condition o f mem bership. I Ie le a rn s, t oo , th at so m e o f
h is ances to rs we re u f F rench Huguenot o r ig in , so m e o f
Scot is h o ri g in - pri soners sent over after Dunbar, fur
exa mple - a nd be comes in tercstc d in socie ti es wh ose oh
iccts a rc to st ud y the hi st ory a nd record the d escent from
; nce qo rs of suc h o r ig ins,

He le arns that, in fa ct, there is hardly a war, o r a soc ia l
group, that ha s not it s appropriate so cie t y. Naturally he
wil l nut find th at he ca n qualify for th em all. Perhaps two
or t hree will in te res t h im su flicic n t lv for him to become a
member. Here in New England dt:s~t:ndant~ o f almost any
u f t he o ld fam ili es ca n qualify for the Rc vo lur ionary socie
t i c -, fo r the Society o f C ol on ial \\' ars, or th e C ol onial
1)a m es, perhaps for the Hugueno t Society. M any qual i fy
for the \\'ar o f 1L 12 Societv, bu t few for th e A z tec Club
o f 1 ' +5 - th e :\lexican \\'a'r Societ y. Few will q ua l ify for
t he H allard Socierv or t he Pennsyl vania G erman Socierv,
In the M iddl e States m ore will q'ualif~r for th ese soci e ti~s
o r fill' suc h soci eties as t he \\'e! come Socierv - descendants
llf -ctr lers wh o ca m e over wit h \\'ill iam j)en n, or for the
A rk an d th e D ove. descend an ts o f C al vert's se t tle rs wh o
ca rne to M arvl.uid. In N ew F.n g land, indeed in a l l parts
o f t he country, man y q ua li fy fu r t he 'la yflower Society.
j\l all~ ' m ore socie ties mi gh t he nam ed. The o ld es t a nd
pe rhaps m ust pri zed of o ur hered it a ry patriot ic socie t ies
is the Socictv o f t he C incin nat i. Th is socie ty , fa n n ed at
t he close o f the Rcvolu t ionnrv \\ ' a r bv th e office rs o f th e
Con tinenta l Arm y, requires descent, g enerall y spe a ki ng,
in t he d irect Jl1:1 I ~ line [ ru m a Continen tal ufficer.

'[" l is bew ildering ar ray of socie ties h ~ ' no mean s ex haus ts
t he po~"i hi lit il:s e ither of possi b le me mbershi p o r o f in te rest 
ing ance: t rv.
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P e rhaps our gen ealugica l " bug" - for by this time he
doubtless has been badlv " bitten" - find . among hi .' an
cestors a few whose Engl i ~ h ancestry is k nown .

C ont ra r y to w hat u . ~d to be pio usly believed, the ~ rear
m a j o r it y of our immig rant ancestry We re uf q ui te simp le
and humbl e origin. "Dukes d on't emigrate. " O u r an
cesrors ca rne f r um veoman stock for the most part , wi th
some o f even m o re' h u m ble origin , but wit h a sprinkling
from " g en tl e" fam il ies.

P ossibly the Eng l ish or igi n uf one famil y in ten in ~ew

Engl and is known. Our genea logist studies a ll he ClII tind
cuncerni ng this En gli sh family o f g e n tle bl ood from who m
he is d escended. I n d oing th is, he le arns o f th e H eralds'
Visitations a nd o f th e g re a t hi stories of th e counrie o f
England. So he i~ introduced to an othe r nL'W and fa-cinat 
ing subj ec t fur st ud y: H e raldry .

H e mav even di sco ver th at he has a " roval ' or a :\ Ltgna
C ha rta "I ~ n e", or a proved descent frum t he grea t Char le
m ag-nc himsel f. F or t he re arc a co ns ide rab le number o f
such proved d escent s for 'ew E ngla nd fam il ies,

I ha ve known m a n y peopl e wh o ha ve d iscl ai med an y
in terest in such a ncest r y - either poo-pooing th e possi
hi lity of p .-o\ 'in g a ny thing of the ki nd, o r sa ying rh.u o f
co urse it CUI be ma the matica lly shown t ha t everybody m us t
have such ancesrrv. But 1 have ne ver known a person who
beca m e a ware o f ~uch :1 d escen t w ho wasn't grati fied hv t he
discovcrv - w hethe r or not h e would fre c: l\ ' adm it it. As
:\ '1 r. C . ~\nd rews M oriarty sa id years ago il~ t he R egistrr:
"Occasion al perusal o f th e ue n t:alogica l d epartme n t of t he
Bosto» I:":..'enin g T rausrr ipt and o ther publicati ons has co n
vinced m e that in spire o f the fact that ' all m e n are crea te d
eq ual ' and in .pite o f th e good old Ame r ican con te mpt for
ro ya lty an d the ' d Tete nobil it y o f I-;:urope,' t he Amer ican
genealogica l publ ic ha ve an exce edi ng ly strung d esir e to
ded uce th e ir desce nt bv houk o r crook fr um th e same
" eHctc" roya l and n uhl ~ houses of Eu rope, Further m ore,
an invcstiuation of th ese cl a im s usuallv shows t hat not o ne
in twent y o f suc h ped igrees ca n stand up under the search
ing test o f mode rn scie n t ific investiaarion ."



I am cun fidcllt o f the substantial accuracv o f Mr. M ori ar
t y'. esti ma rc of the proportion of " g ood;' cla ims to royal
de scent . Recently 1 went through th e list o f the American
ancesto rs In' virtue of d escen t fr um wh om members had
bee 1 ad mi tted to one o f our most Auuri sh ing Magna Charta
soci« ics. I found that ab out one -th ird o f th e members had
bee n ad rni rtcd 0 11 an cestors with perfect Iy we ll -c st abl ishcd
:\ Iagn a Ch arta descents - descending from a sma ll group
uf .mces to rs , that abo ut one- t hird had been admitted on
claims th at everv we ll -informed g enea log ist kn ows han:'
been expl oded over and over aga in ; and th at one - thi rd
had l-een admitted through an cestors ab out wh om I kn ow
nut hing .

This sta te of thi ngs is due chie fly tu the ignora nce , some
times willful , 1 fea r , of the officers o f t he socie ties . M ost
of the claims) 1 d oubt not, were made by the members in
g oud fai th , They found the pedigree s in works which they,
in thei r inn ocence , suppos ed tll be auth orativc - such as
Brown ing '~ : /urerirnns of R 0.\'(/1 D esrent or Jorduu's }"0 1/1'

Family Tree, and the societies, it would see m , st il l accept as
suffici en t evidence these un critical and erroneous books. Of
cours e, these books d o have so me "goocP' pedigrees in them,
and , after all , it does take a cons id e rable amount of specia l
tra ining, kn owledge , and experience to determine the accu 
racy of a medieval pedigree. j lever thc less , the worthless
ness o f man~ ' llf these pedigrees has been exposed so o ft en
and in such readi lv available so urces that there ca n be no
excuse for anv se l f-res pecti ng genculog ical soc ie ty accept
ing t hem .

j\; d \ \' to concl ud e. The h istorica I society a nd the genca l
lI,!;j~ t , or the socie ties having a g enealug ica l qual ificati on for
mcmhL'l'sh ip , hn ve rccip rocal ob ligati ons and duties.

Jr ;:; the fun cti on o f the hist ori ca l society to col lect or ig
in:ll rc rords , d ocuments, manuscripts, and printed matter
illu strating the life and activ irics of the period or th e re gi on
wit h which it deal s. In mak ing its collect ions , whether of
so urce materia l or u f sccondarv work s, it wi II not undertake
to determ ine whether it will 'be useful to th e historian or
to he genea log ist. I t has eq ual obligatio ns to both, and

92 RHODE ISL:\;,\!) HISTORY P.-\TRIOTIC sOCIET'{ ,\ ;'\ [) HISTORIC,\L :'OCIET\' 93

with out question, the material will be used by both. T ake
for example, a book like Mr. Bowen's fir 't volume on Reh o
both . Mr. Bowen d oesn't care whether hi s books are used
by genealogi st s or historians, I Ie d oesn't care if th e his
torians think of him as an historian and the ge nea logists
regard him as a genealogist. The terms, I take it, d o not
mean mu ch to him. I t is all hist ory and a ll genea logy , or
it is the raw or finished material fur either or both . \"hat
he is aiming at is the presentation of th e life a nd work of
the pe ople o f R e hoboth, and neither h ist orian nor genca lo 
gi st can work propcr ly in wa ter-ti ght com par tme nts . H e
finds, too, that he cannot write the hi story of Re hobot h or
the hi srory -ncnca logy o f a R e hoboth familv with ou t be 
coming a \~ra l~ o f the importance of what wasgoin g on out
side of Re hoboth for his history , or convc rsely, th e im port
o f what was goin g on in Re hoboth for th e re.'t o f New
Fug land.

The fun cti on o f the H i ,to r ie d Society is to pru\ id e the
material s fur the work of both hist ori an and g enea log is ; to
gi ve membe r- or prospective members guidan ce in t he use
o f the accu m u lated material; to have a sta ff famili ar wit h
t he resources o f the library and able to warn u f pirfa ils, to
sav thi s o r th at book is admirable a nd 0 be trusted, th is or
th~t one is worthies or to be used with ca utio n , a nd able to
sho w wh v th is or th at judgment is valid ,

The st'ud v of the hi~torv of a famih' -- genea loQ\', Iarn 
ilv hisrorv - '- is not le ss worth v and d'i(!llitied t h a n~ihe h is
t(;ry o f a town or a sta te . Bot h ;UT to be'-p urs ued in the spirit
o f th e search fill' truth; bo th will use in large measure th e
same mat cri ul-, and method s. And let nut t he histo r ian
th ink family historian: an; less im po rta nt becau se then:
are more o f them - to reduce it to an absurditv. T he his 
tori ca l socie ty, a t least, will reali ze t hat th e monev com ing
in from then~ is :IS good as the m uncy paid hy th e h'is l ) ri an ~,
and that there is more o f it. The~ ' hav e equa l cla ims on
the historical socie ty, and they sho u ld work togeth er in
amity and mutual res pect.

Furthe r , many o f the hereditary' patri oti c societ ies have
p rinted and a re prin tin g so urce- materia l no less useful to
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the historian than to the genealogist, ao; witn ess the admira
Ilk series uf puh licarions issued by the Rhode Island Society
uf Colonial \ Vars and rhc Socierv uf Col onial Dames,

Let II" al l, then, work toge ther in our desire s to enlarge
our understanding of the past , remembering that the lar ger
units uf society arc made up of individual s and famil ies, and
that the activities of the largn units cann ot be fully or prop 
crl v understood with out an undcr-tand ina of the li\ 'l.:s of
tht:' ind i\ idual s and of the farnil ic- , ~

F rom \ I rs. J ohn S. H olbro o k, T ilt· ;l{'lI///i//K Fam ilies oj N e,l' F,//lf,!.III'/ .
F rom t he .Illthor . C o rn F.. H. Smit h. Cr rtain Ear!.. .1//N J! f))"j con ta in 

ing m.ucri al on Ihe Huuerricld. Par ker. Hohn, jo hn on . and H eath
Inmilics. .

11.1 pu rchase. F,JlIIU',< /I" 1.- Gr'I/r'"loJ!'.\' .md Pit t }.. C'·I/,' ,,/rJJ?'\'.
From he [ohn H ;I\' I. ihr an' . F.l i rr h i l r/ Fum il», '
FrOI11 the ·.\lllhor . i{id l3rJ ·I.dbron Bowen. i :" r l y Rr' hobol h, vo l, I.
From \I I'. .vrthur B. Lisle, W ,ll / lm F.J/IIi l \, 'Jf Xr«: )' fJ d ,.
From \I ri. W illi .nn O. 1'0.1 .1 . T h,' To'/;; Fall/ i l y ill Amerir.r, or

/) r'.'(( '1/'/,II1 (,. oj CI,r i ,' (IJ/,ha T or/'/ .
From \ 11'. i\la rshall \l o rg ,1I1 . Sl/"~l ' F" II/i l y ,I f ''"l1frrip/.r: ,l fhr"fl"lI y.
Il." purchase. T JII' T rr, 'c!Jri'/g,· Familv,
FrOIl1 t irc a ut hor, G crtrud e llorv D iu kcv, (; el/""{,,gy of t he F!fJ r ,\'-

I>i //l t'r F.Il11 i ly. . .

F 1'01 11 \ II'" Ylicc F, D,l1'en l' o rt, S!II/:d"" Ir,'st rote ,
B." purchase , F,' Wil y [l iiror-; of :I II/hI'll:" 'Favl or "f IId1llP/ fJ I/, X. l l , :

3dd it ion; bv H arol,) 1\l u r,!ock T nvlor : .md T h" C,,/r';1/ F,II11 ilirs.
H,I r ITd1.l'l' . note- cOI11)'i leJ h;' II.Hr isOJI S. T ,d l o n ,'ichobs Brown

.lId 311it,.1 j:llnilies.
F" '111 \I I' . John C hurt h ill of \ \ '.,re h,1tlI. \1355.• Z:tehar i3h .-\lIe n m3lc

ri.1! (01 th" mUSeul11 . including a carpet hag .l.lulhlr.,' bag . aUlOgr~l'h .dhll ll1 .
n" t·,l k l'0 illt pic ure . t'.lr,1 C3,e. ('Ie.

F roln ;'II I" , J o hn () , ,\I11"S, an oilponr3it o( ~.Jr,dl ~l11 i l h Bro wn. I"ife
of J o hn Brown.

F rolll the ,lu thor , ;\l.1ulle H Oll'e Fll io ll, 11\'C books,
F r" m t he ,llll llOr, Frc',lc r ick R. \V e is, R,·[,. S,mllit'! S;"";trJ/13n,l Cr,I"I/i"i

Clt'I'gy .111.1 C"Ir,lli,,! CI:u rrllt' J d ;\'",/, E IIgll11/ '/ .
F rol11 \I I'. joh n N i.:!lOb s Brow n. lI1iscel J.1I1"OUS 1Il3ler i31 on :\ewpo rt

3nd th" L·n il·t·d :\3t ioll> O rpll i7,3t ion .
B.'· purclus.: . SiMi'y' f fI "rr·..·,.r/ (;,.",IIIJIO, l'OIs. 1\ '-\ ' \ 1.
B:, Furth.b". 1 .1 ktters of Fr,mci, ,ll1d ~.1llnJer, \blho l1c . ) 7(, -1 , 07.

Whnr E\'lT)' Good American \Vife Should Be:
Patrio t' s Es tirn are

C O))/))}lIl1it ·I1!L·t! hv SIl)N EY J. POM ER..\:-lTZ '

95

T Ilt' /llt'lllrJl ,/II,! /," I'.' IJI/rJl Qu" l i ji '-,Jli rJil,' IIfd \ \ '11'1'

(-;RI' ~T gooJ na t ure , 3n, j ,I p rude nt gen.:ro,i t.'"
.\ !i,'c1." look, a proper sp iri t . and J cheerful d isposit iou .
\ good persol1 . but not perfectly beautiful.

O J .1 mo.icrat e he ig ht.
W uh rega r,1 to complcct ion . 110t 'luilC fair. hut a little hrowl1,
Yo ung, h.'· all mean s.
Ol d, bv 110 m eans .
:"II ~I I.' · TI.r.: I· J T~' I'I'? :\ rl" I ~I E.

:\ decent share o f common sense. just t incturc.l w ith a little season 
.1hle rep a r tee , an d a sma ll mod icum o f w it ; but 110 lcarniug , 110 learning ,
I S:l,I' ,lga il1 and 3g3 il1 eit her .m t iq uc o r mo.icrn , UpOIl ~I1Y considerat ion
whatever,

W ell , but not ri t icnll v, skill\1 ill her own to ng uc.

In spelling; ~ l itt le bccorn ing dcricicncy, 31111 in th e doctrine of
PI " CTl· ATI Or.: ( or wh.u is gener31l;' c31leJ ·T O P P ' '' •. ) h." 110 llIC.lns
COI1\·e rs3nl.

.-\ prop"r kno wledge of ,\ C C Ol.' '' T S :lIhl 3ri th mctic ; hut no sort of
ski ll in FRA Till ' , .

:\ mor e th3 11 tokr3hle goo,j I'oi ce, alld 3 littlc e:lr fo r lI1usic ; .m J ;1

c3p3bil it.', of ,i ng ing 3 t·3n ZO l1 et. or.l ol1g. in (Oll1p:II1.'·, bUI no p"c uli,lr
a nd in ti n13te :lC<lll :lin I311Cc w ith .\ t l;\E ~IS . CRO I.C IlI':TS, Qt ' ,I\, H{' . &c.

:"10 ell th usi,lsll1 fo r t lte ' ,I'I 'L\R.

[{e:ld,1 ,It It" r nce,11c, hUI mor" ,lel"He d to pbi n work lh,m to tl l1C,

The \\'ar for Independence was almost over in the ~11I11

mer of 17c 2, but the battle of the . exes, scc rn i n ~l v , was
dest ined to go 0 11 with und imini shed intens ity. ~r~lrn i ng
from marri nl concern to mariral marrcrs, :1 male pu nd it set
forth in the .r une I N etcpor) M errur» what hl.: dee med were
"the mental and personal qu alifi cation .' o f a wife." P er
hap s, even in l Sth Century America, he was apprehensive
o f stirring up a hornets' nc 't of controversy. Accord ing ly,
hidin g behi nd the security of anonymity, he spoke hi mind
fn .:t: ly' and frankly:

RIIODF I~L\~() II/STORY,) ,1
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M . Fri edman, in
0 , 3 ( J a n ua ry ,

N o e nelll ;' to knitting.

No; alwav s in the parlour. hut sometim es in t he kitchen,

\ Iore ski lle d in the t he o ret ic. [han in th e pr .ict icc part of cook er:'.

To te a an d ( o free no oh jection,

An acq u.rin t.mce with domestic news, h ut no acq u.u m m cc with
for eign ,

In couvcrs.u ion, :l little uf the l isp . liut not or the su m mer.

Dcccn tlv hut not all'eereJ )." silent.

If the piece went un answered in th e columns o f this
R hod e Island news pa per, it is extremely d ou btful th at t he
em battl ed patri ot women let th e subject re st in the privacy
uf the ir ow n homes. H aving fought alung with their men
for independence, t hey were in no m ood to foreg o learned
accomplishments. The number o f both sexes wh o th ought
intc Ilcctua l defi cien cies and political ignorance admira bl e in
a wif e must have be e n stead ily decreasing, for it is a fact
th at th e Revo lut ionarv women we re not indi fferen t to the
ma nv issues ra ised IJ\' 'th e war. One mu st concl ud e , th e re
fore ; t hat o u r unknown adviser was th inking in terms o f th e
prc -R evolution arv g ene ra tiu n and looking back to a n age
th at was slo wly hut su re ly passing.

Recent Publication of In terest

"A Bibli ography o f New England: 19-1-5," by Allyn B.
F orbes, in N e» ElIl.lal/{L Quarlerly, X I X, N o. I ( M arch ,
19-1-6 l, 13 1- I-1-2.

"The Newpor t Syn ag ogue," by L eo
Old-Tim» Nez: En gland, X XXVI,
19-1-6 ), -1-9-5 7.

" The Gud dard and T ownsend Joiners," bv Mabel Iv1.
Swan, in T il t} 1\ l agaz.int' / l l1l iqulls; XLIX, Nu. + ( A pri l,
19+6 ),22 8-131; and No. 5 ( :\ lay, 19+6 ),292-295.

News - N orcs

Edith R. Blanchard, former reference libra ria n at the
j ohn H ay Library, Brown niversity, has been engaged to
p repare a n index to th e fir st five volumes of R ho" l' Lslan.l
l l istory,

\Vi IIiam Greene Roclker, the Society' s d irecror-l ib ra r ia n,
has been appointed a library re search associate by the Ameri 
can Ph ilosophical Society, fuunded in 17+J by Ben j amin
Franklin, to ed it for publication the cor res po ndence between
Franklin and Mr. Roelkcr's g reat - g rea t - g rea t - g ra nd 
mother, '!r '. Catharine ( R ay) Greene. Other schola rs
cu r re n tl y holding sim ila r appointments are Carl Van
D oren, Prof. Cilbert Chinard, Charles C ol eman Sel lers,
and C eorge \V. C omer.

Two uf ou r members, Richard Le Haron Bowen and Dr.
Arthur Adams, have been elected to membersh ip in the
American Ant iquarian Societ y.

Two extensive exhibiti on s have been held in [ohn B rown
H ou se this Spring, attracting many visit ors to the Socie ty's
q ua r ters . One o f th ese was arranged by th e Steamship
H istor ica l Society and is reported on a t g reater length el se
where in thi s issue. The other wa s an cxh ibi t iu n uf su u
venirs o f \Vorld War 11. It was ins ta l led hv th e ass ista nt
li brari an, Clifford P. M onahon, with \Yest c;)te H. Chese
bruugh as chairman uf the co m m itt ee on arrangem ents.

During the ' p r ing the fence arou nd th e Society's p ru p
crty has been repaired and painted.

Bv vote o f th e Executive Cornm irree the Socierv'« b ui ld
ing ~\'ill be closed from Au gust I () t h rough r\~lgust 25 ,
although Mr. M cmah on will be a vai lab le fur special a p
pointments during thi s period, The bu ilding will a l-o be
closed o n Sundays during July a nd August and on th e fir st
Sunday in September. At othe r times during the Su m mer
the build ing will he open M onday s thruugh Fridays.



New Members of the

Rhode Island Hi stori cal Society.
Since April, J 9+6.

•

Miss Alice fl ..\lm' -
Hristol. R. 1.

!'Ilr . C. "I'rncv Hames

Vlr, Joh n Lippitt Beckwith

xt-. Norm.m T . Bolles

.'\lr s. .:\or111 J11 T . Bolles

:\Ir . .'i.1111 \ \ ' . !lurchid

M r, T hu111,lSE. Hurgcss
I Lunilton, R. I.

:\l r. Robert T . Calms
\I r. \\'Jlbc<: Campbell, .lrJ

Peace 1>:.]<:, R. I.

J\1r. ..\rno],l B. Chace, 11 1

.'\Ir . Malcolm G. Ch"ce, .Ir.
\ lr . R;elm,l H. Chase

Barrington , R. I.
\ 1r. Mason F. Coc rof
:\Ir..Ylnu Ph ilip Cu,ick
\ l r. Frank A. Decker

·j·hnmp,on . Conn.
\ l r. H.HoIJ J. F id ,1

,\ Ir. R. H eIH} ' Fiel,i
.'\l r. F. R. H a7,H,1

Saunderstown. R. I.
:\lr. Thomes P. Han nl

r eaCt: Dol le, R . I.
\l r. w. K. R. Holtll, J r.

\ I r. \\' i ll i:11ll C. H untoo n

\l r. RicharJ ,\ . H urley, Jr.
R unuord , R. l.

:\1r. Fr ank jones. jr.
:\I r. F. Sheldon Knowles

\ Ir. !':,lgar J. Lanp her

.\ Ir. Frederick Lippitt
,\ lr. H enry Lippi t t

San D iego, Cal if" rlli,l

.\J r. St;mk .\" Living,ton. Jr.
:\l r. H n hn t .\ . Luther

johnston, R. l.
'I i" ./"",;" Luther
\ Ir. Kenneth D, :'IhcColl

Xcwpo rt, R. I.
;'\lrs. Kenn eth H. \taeLen.1
!\I r. Frank II. :\1allcy
:\1r. Ilo\\ :He! R. I\f cr r iman

]\I r. C l'org-c T . :'I. fc to lf

M r. Charles G . !\Iorgan

i\1r. Stephen L. "'ichob
Riverside, R. I .

,\ Ir . 1'.l U! C. N icholson. J r.
,\ I r. Edwin A. !' ,HI

Harringron, R. I.
:\l r. Phi lip Mu nro e s hires

Cranston, R. I.
.\ I r. 1'. Edward T ha,\'cr

1\l r. J ohn Ch csrcr Anderson
\ \' ;ltk ins

\ Ir . W ill i;un W. W h ile

\ I i" Dorot hy Whitman
ConcorJ • M ass.

T hi-; brings the Societ y's membersh ip to 1,24--1-,
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